CH 769, SEC 1 69th LEGIS—REGULAR SESSION
CHAPTER 770
H.B. No. 2436
An Act relating to the county courts at law in Smith County.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Sections 2(b) and (c), Chapter 232, Acts of the 58th Legislature, Regular
Session, 1963 (Article 1970-348, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), are amended to read as follows:

() In addition to the other jurisdiction granted in this section, the county court at law has
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in eminent domain cases, regardless of the amount in
controversy, and in civil cases in which the amount in controversy exceeds $500, bur does not
exceed 350,000, excluding interest, statutory damages and penalties, attorney’s fees, and
costs FFhe}udgeeftheGe&nbyGeuﬁathwmysﬁmthe&bse&eeeft—he
of Smith Geunty from the coustroor in all matters; eauses; and

of these mathers; ,and santbers i
neeesm:ze transferring rs; eauses; preeeedmgsexeep-t eoming
%hepremdmgeﬂieereﬂhatGeu&].

(c) The county court at law also has concurrent jurisdiction with the distriet court in
proceedings under Title 3, Family Code, in suits and causes involving family law matters,
including adoption; birth records; removal of disability of minority or coverture; change of name of
persons; divorce and marriage annulment cases, including the adjustment of property rights,
custody and support of minor children involved, temporary support pending final hearing,
temporary matters and orders, and every other matter, whether or not similar to those previously
mentioned, incident to divorce or annulment proceedings; and independent actions in voﬁing child
welfare, custody, support and reciprocal support, dependency, neglect, and delinquency; and
independent actions involving controversies between parent and child and between husband and
wife; paternity; termination of parental rights; and all other independent actions involving child
support and custody of minors and wife or child desertion [T-ﬁe Gounty ia
Leensed attorney; may sit in the absenee of the Judge of t-heGeuﬂt-yGeu-rtetL&wFrem
the eourtroom in all matiers and esuses without the necewity of trensferring these
matters and eauses),

SECTION 2. Section 2, Chapter 232, Acts of the 58th Legislature, Regular Session, 1963
(Article 1970-348, Yernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), is amended by adding Subsections (d)-(i) to
read as follows:

(d) The county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in appeals of final
rulings and decisions of the Industrial Accident Board, regardless of the amount in controversy.
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(¢} The county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with the County Court of Smith County
in probate matters and proceedings.

(P The county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with the county court in mental iliness
matters and proceedings pursuant to the Texas Mental Health Code (Article 5547-1 et seq.,
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).

{g) The county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with the county and district courts in
Juvenile matters and proceedings as provided by Chapter 178, Acts af the 66th Legislature, Regular
Session, 1979 (Article 2338-1.1, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes).

{h) This Act does not require the county court at law to exercise all the jurisdiction granted by
this section. This section does not diminish the jurisdiction of any district court, county court,
Justice court, or small claims court in Smith County, but only gives concurrent jurisdiction to the
county court at law over the matters set out in this Act. The district court, county court, justice
court, and small claims court retain the jurisdiction conferred by law on those courts.

(i) Article 1951, Revised Statutes, does not apply to the county court at law. Neither Article
}95 1 nor Section 21.001, Property Code, affects or diminishes the jurisdiction of the county court at
aw.

SECTION 3, Section 3, Chapter 232, Acts of the 58th Legislature, Regular Session, 1963
(Article 1970-348, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 3. (a) This Act does not affect the jurisdiction of the commissioners court or the county
Judge of Smith County as presiding officer of the commissioners court. The county judge is the
Jjudge of the county court of Smith County. All ex officio duties of the county judge shall be
exercised by the judge of the county court, except insofar as those duties are, by this Act, commitred
to the judge of the county court at law. Nothing in this Act diminishes the jurisdiction of the county
court. The county court or its judge may issue writs of infunction, mandamus, and all other writs
necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of the court. The county court or its judge may
punish for contempt under the general law governing county courts in this state. If the county
Judge is a licensed attorney, the judge may sit in the absence of the judge of the county court at law
Sfrom the courtroom in all matters and causes without the necessity of transferring those matters
and causes. The judge of the county court at law may sit in the absence of the county judge from
the courtroom in all matters, causes, and proceedings without the necessity of transferring those
matters, causes, and proceedings except that the county court at law judge may not sit in matters in
the jurisdiction of the commissioners court in which the county judge would be the presiding officer
of that court.

(b) The county court at law or its judge may issue writs of injunction, mandamus, sequesiration,
attachment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas, and all other writs necessary to the enforcement
of the jurisdiction of the court and the protection of that jurisdiction. The court and the judge may
issue writs of habeas corpus in cases in which the aoffense charged is within the jurisdiction of the
court or of any other court in the county of inferior jurisdiction to the county court at law. The
county court at law or its judge may punish for civil or criminal contempt under the general law
governing district courts or county courts in this state. The county court at law and its judge have
all other powers, duties, immunities, and privileges provided by law for county courts and county
court judges.

{c) Neither the appointment of a special judge nor a visiting judge to preside over the county
court at law, as authorized by this Act, affects or diminishes the jurisdiction or power of the county
court at law or its judge. A special judge or a visiting judge appointed 1o preside over the county
court at law has the powers, jurisdiction, authority, duties, immunities, and privileges provided by
law for the county court at law or its judge, except those powers and that authority associated with
the appo:nrmenr or assignment of courr personnel, [Nothing in this Aet shall diminish the
jurisdietion of the Gounty Gourt of Smith Geunty: The County Gourt of Serith Geunty;
m&emmmmmmmmmammm
el writs neeessary to the enforeement of yarglaetmeft-heeeurt&an&ko!ep&n&h
eontempts under such provisions as are op provided by General gevernng

eourts the State: The Goue of Smith Geunty shell be the

the saree shall; by
Sentth County:]
SECTION 4. Sections 5-19, Chapter 232, Acts of the 58th Eegislature, Regular Session, 1963
(Article 1970-348, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), are amended to read as follows:
Sec. 5. (a2) An appointed or elected judge of the County Court at Law of Smith County must:
(1) bea citizen of the United States;
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(2} have resided in and been actively engaged in the practice of law in Smith County for at least
two years prior to the judge’s appointment or election; and

{(3) have been a licensed and practicing member of the state bar for at least five years prior to
the judge’s election or appointment.

(b) The commissioners court shall appoint a person to fill a vacancy in the office of the judge of
the county court at law. The appointee holds office until the next general election at which the
office appears on the ballot as provided by Article XVI, Section 63, of the Texas Constitution and
until a successor is elected or appointed and has qualified.

(c) At each general election at which county court at law judges are elected, the qualified voters
of the county elect the judge of the county court at law for a term of four years as provided by
Article V, Section 30, and Article X VI, Section 65, of the Texas Constitution.

{d} The judge of the county court at law must take the constitutional oath of office.

(e} The judge of the county court at law may not engage in the private practice of law.

() The commissioners court may, by an issued and signed order, require the judge of the county
court at law to execute a bond in an amount set by the commissioners court. The commissioners
court may require a bond of any special judge or visiting judge assigned to the county court at
law. If the commissioners court elects to require @ bond or bonds, the commissioners court must
pay the appropriate fee for the bond or bonds from county funds.

{g) The judge of the county court at law is entitled to receive an annual salary set by the
commissioners court. The commissioners court may set the annual salary of the judge at a sum
that is equal to an amount that is 31,000 less than the total salary, including supplements, paid the
district judges in Smith County. The salary shall be paid to the judge in equal installments, at the
established county pay periods, out of the general fund of the county, by warrants drawn on the
county treasury, and on order of the commissioners court. The judge of the county court at law
shall assess the fees prescribed by law relating to the county judges and district judges according to
the nature of the matter brought before them. The clerk shall collect the fees and pay them into
the county treasury. A fee may not be paid to the judge.

(h} The judge aof the county court at law may be removed from office in the same manner and
Jor the same causes as a county judge may be removed under the laws of this state.

Sec. 6. {a) If the office of judge of the county court at law is vacan, if the regular judge of the
county court at law is absent or is from any cause disabled or disqualified from presiding, or if the
regular judge of the county court at law certifies that the orderly administration of justice in the
court requires the temporary assistance of a special judge or a visiting judge, the presiding judge of
the administrative judicial district in which the county is located may appoint a person to sit as a
special judge or visiting judge.

{b) A special judge of the county court at law must.

(1) be a citizen of the United States;

{2) have resided in the county in which the court is located for at least one year prior to the
special judge’s appointment; and

(3) be licensed to practice law in this state and have actively practiced law for at least five years
prior to the special judge’s appointment.

{(c) A special judge of the county court at law must take the constitutional oath of office.

{d} A visiting judge of the county court at law:

(1) must be g former judge of a district court, statutory county court, county court at law,
county criminal court, county criminal court of appeal, county civil court at law, or county
criminal court at law or an active judge of a district court or county court at law;

(2) must not appear and plead as an attorney ar law in any court of this state while serving as a
visiting judge;

(3} must have been a successful candidate for election in at least two general elections for judge
of a district court, statutory county court, county court at law, county criminal court, county
criminal court of appeal, county civil court at law, or county criminal court at law, or any
combination of those courts;

(4) must not have been removed from office by impeachment, by the supreme court, by the
governor on address of the legislature, or by the judicial qualifications commission; and

(5} must not have resigned as judge of a court while under investigation by the judicial
gualifications commission.

(e) A special judge or a visiting judge of the county court at law may sign orders, judgments,
decrees, or any other kind of process authorized by law as “Judge Presiding” when acting for the
regular judge.

{? The commissioners court may, by an issued and signed order, require the special judge or
visiting fudge to execute a bond and may set the amount of the bond.
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{8) When a visiting judge is appointed, preference shall be given to the appointment of a former
Judge of a statutory county court, county court at law, county criminal court, county criminal court
of appeals, county civil court at law, and county criminal court at law. If one of those judges is not
available to accept a particular assignment, the presiding judge of the judicial district may appoint
a former judge of a district court or an active judge of a district court or county court at law.

{h} A special judge of the county court ar law is entitled to receive for the services actually
performed the same amount of compensation that the regular judge is entitled to receive for those
services.

(i) A former judge sitting as a visiting judge of the county court at law is entitled to receive for
the services actually performed the same amount of compensation that the regular judge is entitied
to receive for those services, less an amount equal to the pro rata annuity received from any state,
district, or county retirement fund.

(i) An active judge sitting as a visiting judge of the county court at law is entitled to receive for
the services actually performed the same amount of compensation that the regular judge is entitled
to receive for those services, less an amount equal to the pro rata compensation received from state
or county funds as salary, including supplements.

(k) A visiting judge of the county court at law is entitled to receive reimbursement for actual
Jood and lodging expenses incurred, in an amount not to exceed the sum paid visiting judges of
district courts in this state, and for actual travel expenses between the residence of the visiting judge
and the county court at law.

() The compensation, including authorized expenses, for the county court at law judge, special
Judges, and visiting judges shall be paid by the commissioners court. Payment to special judges and
visiting judges shall be made on certification by the presiding judge of the administrative judicial
district that the special judge or visiting judge has rendered the service and is entitled to receive the
compensation. None of the amount paid to a special judge or a visiting judge for sitting for the
regular judge for the county court at law may be deducted or paid out of the salary or allowable
expenses of the regular judge.

{m) Neither the appointment of a special judge nor the appointment of a visiting judge to
preside over the county court at law as authorized by this Act affects or diminishes the jurisdiction
or power of the county court at law or its judge.

(n) A special judge or a visiting judge appointed to preside over the county court at law has all
the powers, jurisdiction, authority, duties, immunities, and privileges provided by law for the county
court at law or its judge, except those powers and that authority associated with the appointment or
assignment of court personnef

Sec. 7. (a) The judge of the County Court at Law of Smith County and the judge of the County
Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may transfer cases to and from the dockets of their respective
courts, except that a case may not be transferred from one court to another without the consent of
the judge of the court to which it is transferred and may not be transferred unless it is within the
Jurisdiction of the court to which it is transferred.

{b) The judge of the county court at law and the judge of the district court may transfer cases to
and from the dockets of their respective courts, except that a case may not be transferred from one
court to another without the consent of the judge of the court to which it is transferred and may not
be transferred unless it is within the jurisdiction of the court to which it is transferred.

(¢} Except as otherwise provided by this Act, the judge of the County Court at Law and the
Judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 may exchange benches and courtrooms with each other in
all cases of which the court presided over by each judge has jurisdiction so that if one is absent,
disabled. or disqualified, the other may hold court for him or her without the necessity of
transferring the case. Either judge may hear all or any part of a case pending in the County Court,
County Court at Law, or County Court at Law No. 2 and may rule and enter orders on and
continue, determine, render, or sign judgment on all or any part of the case without the necessity of
transferring it to his or her docket. A judge may not sit or act in a case without the consent of the
Judge of the court in which the case is pending and may not sit or act in a case unless it is within the
Jurisdiction of his or her own counrt.

{d} Except as otherwise provided by this Act, the judge of the county court at law and the
district judges in Smith County may exchange benches and courtrooms with each other so that if’
one is absent, disabled, or disqualified, the other may hold court for him or her without the
necessity of transferring the case. Either judge may hear all or any part of a case pending in the
county court at law or a district court and may rule and enter orders on and continue, determine,
render, or assign judgment on all or any part of the case without the necessity of transferring it to
his or her docket. A judge may not sit or act in a case without the consent of the judge of the court
in which the case is pending and may not sit or act in a case unless it is within the jurisdiction of his
or her own court.
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{e} In cases transferred 10 the county court at law by order of the judge of another court, all
processes, wrizs, bonds, recognizances, or other obligations issued or made in the cases shall be
returned to and filed in the court to which the transfer is made. All bonds executed and
recognizances entered in those cases shall bind the parties for their a};pearance or to fulfill the
obligations of the bond or recognizance at the term of the court to which the cases are transferred
and fixed by law. All processes issued or returned before transfer of the cases, as well as all bonds
and recognizances talgm before the transfer, are binding as though originalily issued out of the
court to which the transfer is made.

Sec. 8. The crimingl district attorney of Smith County shall represent the state in all
prosecutions in the County Court at Law of Smith County and is entitled to the same fees as now
prescribed by law for those prosecutions in the county courts.

Sec. 9. The court clerk of Smith County shall serve as the clerk of the County Court at Law of
Smith County,

Sec. 100 The seal of the County Court at Law of Smith County shall be the same as that
provided by law for county courts, except the seal must contain the words “County Court at Law of
Smith County.”

Sec. 11, The sheriff of Smith County shall, in person or by deputy, attend the County Court at
Law of Smith County when required by the judge.

Sec. 12. The judge of the County Court at Law of Smith County shall appoint an afficial court
reporter for the court who must be well skilled in the profession. The court reporter shall be a
sworn officer of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The reporter must take the
oath required of official court reporters and is entitled to receive a salary set by the commissioners
court and paid out of the county treasury, as other county officials are paid, in equal installments,
at the established county pay periods. In setting the salary for the court reporter, the
cortmissioners court shall consider, and if possible, maintain the salary at the same amount of
compensation, fees, and allowances gs the reporters of the district courts in Smith County
receive. The general low relating to official court reporters not inconsistent with this Act applies to
the official court reporter of the county court at law. The official court reporter shall perjgrm any
and all reasonable court-related duties required by the judge of the court.

Sec. 13. (a) The judge of the County Court at Law of Smith County may appoint a court
coordinator or administrative assistant for the court. A court coordinator or administrative
assistant performs the duties prescribed by the judge of the county court at law and cooperates with
the administrative judges and state agencies for uniform and efficient operation of the court and
the administration of justice. The court coordinator or administrative assistant is entitled to be

paid from county funds the compensation, fees, and allowances set by the commissioners court. The
court coordinator or administrative assistant serves the judge and the court and holds office at the
pleasure of the judge. The salary paid to a court coordinator or administrative assistant as set by
the commissioners court shail be if possible the same as the salary of a court coordinator or
administrative assistant of the district courts of Smith County.

(b) The judges of the County Court at Law of Smith County and the County Court at Law No.
2 of Smith County, the county judge, and the judges of the district courts in the county may adopt
rules providing for either the county clerk or the district clerk to serve as the clerk of the county
court at law in matters in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county court at law and the district
courts, To be adopted, the rules must receive the affirmative vote of the majority of the judges of
the County Court at Law of Smith County, County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County, the
county judge, and a majority of the judges of the district courts exercising concurrent jurisdiction.

Sec. 14. The County Court at Law of Smith County may draw jurors from the central jury
panel summoned through the district clerk’s office in Smith County for jurors to serve in district
and county courts, the county court at law, and other couris in the county. Also, the jurisdiction
and authority vested in the county court and the couniy judge, relating to the drawing, selecting,
and service of jurors and talesmen shall also be exercised by the county court at law and its judge;
but jurors and talesmen summoned for either of those courts by order of the judge of the court in
which they are summoned may be transferred to the other court for service and may be used as if
summoned for the court to which transferred. If any of the judges of the County Court at Law of
Smith County, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County, or the County Court of Smith
County concur, jurors may be summoned for service in the judges’ courts and shall be used
interchangeably in the courts.

Sec. 15. The general law of this state and the rules of procedure and the rules of evidence of this
state apply to and control trials and proceedings in, amf appeals to and appeals from, the County
Court at Law of Smith County.

Sec. 16. The judges of the County Court at Law of Smith County and County Court at Law
No. 2 of Smith County exercising common jurisdiction, may, as they consider necessary or
desirable for the orderly dispatch of the business of those courts, adopt, amend, supplement, or
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repeal rules governing the filing, numbering, and docketing of cases, the assignment of cases for
trial, the distribution of the work of those courts, procedures and practices, or any other matter not
inconsistent with law, the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, or the rules of postirial and appellate

procedure in criminal cases. To be adopted amended, supplemented, or repealed, the rules must
receive the affirmative vote of the majority of the county court at law judges exercising the common
Jurisdiction made the subject of the rules.

Sec. 17. Practice and procedure in the County Court at Law of Smith County must conform to
that prescribed by general law for county courts, except that practice and procedure pertaining to
the conduct of trials and hearings in the county court at law involving those matters of concurrent
Jurisdiction with district courts shall be governed by the general law and rules of procedure and
evidence pertaining to district courts.

Sec. 18. Compliance with Rule 817, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, if appropriate, is a
prereguisite to the imflememauon of any rule adopted by the County Court at Law of Smith
County relating to civil procedures.

Sec. 19. (a} County court at law juries shall be composed of six persons, except as provided by
this section. In cases in the County Court at Law of Smith Couniy involving those matters
identified in the constitution as matters within the jurisdiction of district courts, if any party to a
lawsuit in which juries are authorized by law or the constitution requests a 12-person jury, the jury
shall be composed of 12 persons. If no request for a jury composed of 12 persons is made, the jury
shall be composed of six persons.

b} In any civil case tried in the county court at law, the parties may, by mutual agreement and
with the consent of the judge, agree to try the case with any number of jurors and agree to have a
verdict rendered and returned by the vote of any number of jurors less than all those hearing the
case. [ﬁtfheneﬁgnerdefeehene&ertheeﬁee&ved&teef%hmﬁetfhefeshaﬁbe

eleeted a Judge of Gme,&wtathwefm& Gounty whe shall have been a duly
m of the State Bar of Texas for net less than fve (B} years:
in the of the state; who shall have resided in and been aetively
eng&gedmt-hepr&eﬂeeoﬂawinsmh . Fexay; for a peried of not less than two
{8} years prier to sueh election: and shall hold his office for the unespired
terar At the general mNevember—-L@SS—hesheHbeeleetedteheldhmefﬁee

[SeeG— %&mﬂﬁmmdmmwwﬁt&emﬁ
the Gounty Coust at Law of Smith Geunty; as previded by law for
preseeuhens in county courts; snd shall be entitled to the same fees a3 new
presepibed by law for such presesutions in the county eourts:
GmmwmmWé&e&m%mmdm%ieM
. ;3
held his office until the next general eleetion and until his sueeesser shall have been duly
Mmmmmmmmmmme{mem
[See-S— eftheGeun&GouﬂatLaweFSﬂﬂthGeaﬁEymaybefemeved
same manner and fer the same eauses as any county judge may be
remevedunderthelawsefthustm
[See: - Fhe of the Geounty Geurt at Law of Smith shall exeeute & bond
and toke the eath of effice as required by law relating to eounty j :
[Swmﬁwmd&emem&hwﬁsm%mbe
as provided by law relating to ecounty ecusts and to the judge
Heeha}lreeewethemef%ﬂtygeﬂmm day for esch dey he so
MWB&MW&%MM&%WH%W

See: Hi: In the ease of the disqualification of the Judge of the Gounty Gourt at baw of
SﬂE-ﬁhGountytetry ense pending in his eourt; the parties or their attorneys may
&g!eem%hesebehe::ge&peﬁa}wdgetehymhmemmwhefeéhe}udgee&he
i&?&uﬂg&wﬁ&ﬁﬁ:&ﬁyndm&hﬁe&hmd&e%dm

judge agreement pamese!theﬂeﬂemey&-wehspeemhﬂdgeshaﬂ
23 that provided in Seetion 10 of this Aet:
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[See: 18: Fhe County Court at Law of Smith County; or the Judge thereef; shell have
the pewer to issue writs of injunction; manderus; sequestration; attechment; garnish/
ment; cerklorart; supersedens; and oll writs neeessary to the enforcement of jurisdietion
efbheeeur%&ndtemuewnﬁefh&beasempusmsueheaseswhewtheeﬁemeehmged
;mehehe;he the&mwm Igaw-erfllgfegz;aty%uﬂ w %he}ud;fe

to at ak or
mm&ewhmkmmwnbedbthh%

[See: 13- The Gounty Clerk of Sraith Gounty shall be the elerk of the Gourt at
Law of Smith Gounty; and the seal of the court shall be the same as that ided by law
for eounty eourts; except the seal shell eontain the werds “Geunty Geurt at Law of Smith

See: +4: The Sheriff of Smith Gounty shell in persen deputy attend the Gounty
Ge[&rteﬂsawemeﬁhGeaﬁywhen!eqaﬂedbﬂ;thejﬁé;

[See: 1B: Fhe jurisdickion and mmﬁedbthmbhe@euﬁy@emfaf
Smith and the judge thereof, for the drawing; selection and serviee of jurers end
telesmen alse be exereised by the Geunty Geurt at baw of Smith Geunty and the

for serviee therein may be wied &4 if summoned for the eourt to whieh they
may be thus eoneurrence of the Judge of the Gounty Geurt at baw of
Smt-hGe&nt-y&ndt-he eftheGeun!yGeurtefomfh jurors mey be

summmened ¢
eousts: All summons for petit jurors for all eivil and eriminal eases under exishing laws at
bhehmethﬁ&ettdeeseﬁeebshﬂﬁbeasvahdastfneehmgehadbeenmadeanéfhe
eenﬁﬂaﬁ juzxed to appear and serve at the
emmn-ghed courts byﬂn-s&et—and i* geks a9 jurors shell be as velid as
been selected as jurers in the eourt for which they were originally drawn:

[See--l-G— Any vaceney in the offiee of the Judge of the County Gourt at baw of Sreith
shatl be filled by the Gommissioners Geurt; and when se filled the judge shall

hold effice until the next general election and until his suceessor i3 elected end qualified:
{See: 17- From and efter the passage of this Aet the Judge of the Gounty Gourt at baw
of Smith Gounty shall reeeive an annual selary of not less then $12:000 ner mere then
Mu@by&e@emmeﬁ%@be oateftheeouﬁty&eaau-ryenthe

erder of Cemmisioners Gourt and sholl be paid in equal
installments: The Judge of the Geunty Geurt at Law of Smith County asoessthe
same fees as are pow : or may be cstablished by low; relating to the eounty
gud-ge—sfeee;allef shall be collected by the elerk of the court and shall be peid inte

i
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epply in aff its in se fer as are applieable to the official shorthand
reperter herein sutherized to be and in 30 far as they are not inconsistent

[See: 18- The laws of the State of Fexas; the rules of precedure and the rules of
evidenee shall be applieable to and eontrel trials and preeeedings in the Gounty Court
at bew of Smith &ndshaﬂbe to end govern the preccedings in and
appesals to and appeats ot Law of Smith Gounty:]

SECTION 5. Sections 2 and 3, Chapter 672, Acts of the 64th Legislature, Regular Session,
1975 (Article 1970-348a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2. (a) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County shall have jurisdiction in all
matters, causes, and proceedings, civil, ¢criminal, and probate, original and appellate, over which
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by the general laws of this state county courts have jurisdiction, and jurisdiction of the County
Court at Law No. 2 is concurrent with that of the County Court of Smith County and the
County Court at Law of Smith County. This provision does not affect the jurisdiction of the
Commissioners Court or the County Judge of Smith County as the presiding officer of the
commissioners court.

{b) In addition to the other jurisdiction granted in this section, the County Court at Law No. 2
of Smith County has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in eminent domain cases,
regardless of the amount in controversy, and in civil cases in which the amount in controversy
exceeds 3500, but does not exceed $50,000, excluding interest, statutory damages and penallties,
attorney’s fees, and costs.

{c) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County also has concurrent jurisdiction with the
district court in proceedings under Title 3, Family Code, in suits and causes involving family law
matters, including adoption; birth records; removal of disability of minority or coverture; change of
name of persons; divorce and marriage annulment cases, including the adjustment of property
rights, custody and support of minor children involved, temporary support pending final hearing,
temporary matters anf;rders, and every other matter, whether or not similar to those previously
mentioned, incident to divorce or annulment proceedings; and independent actions involving child
welfare, custody, support and reciprocal support, dependency, neglect, and delinquency; and
independent actions involving controversies between parent and child and between husband and
wife; paternity; termination of parental rights; and all other independent actions involving child
support and custody of minors and wife or child desertion.

{d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County has concurrent jurisdiction with the
district court in appeals of final rulings and decisions of the Industrial Accident Board, regardiess
of the amount in controversy.

{e) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County has concurrent jurisdiction with the
County Court of Smith County in probate matters and proceedings.

{7 The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County has concurrent jurisdiction with the county
court in mental illness matters and proceedings pursuant to the Texas Mental Health Code
{Article 5547-1 et seq., Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes}.

(&) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County has concurrent jurisdiction with the

county and district courts in Ijuvem?e matters and proceedings as provided by Chapter 178, Acts of
the G6th Legisluture, Regular Session, 1979 (Article 2338-1.1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).

(h) This Act does not require the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County to exercise all the
Jjurisdiction granted by this section. This section does not diminish the jurisdiction of any district
court, county court, justice court, or small claims court in Smith County, but only gives concurrent
Jjurisdiction to the county court at law over the matters sef out in this Act. The district court, county
court, justice court, and small claims court retain the jurisdiction conferred by law on those courts.

(i) Article 1951, Revised Statutes, does not apply to the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith
County. Neither Article 1951 nor Section 21,001, Property Code, affects or diminishes the
Jurisdiction of the county court at law. [The Gea:g of Smith Ceunty shall be the
iﬁe of the Gourk of Smith Geunty- ex io duties of the eounty judge

wm&m%&%@w@mdm%mmas
the same shall; by this Aet; eommitted to the judge of the county court ot law:]

Sec. 3. (a) This Act does not affect the jurisdiction of the commissioners court or the county
Jjudge of Smith County as presiding officer of the commissioners court. The county judge is the
Judge of the County Court of Smith County. All ex officio duties of the county judge shall be
exercised by the judge of the county court, except insofar as those duties are, by this Act, committed
to the judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County. Nothing in this Act diminishes the
Jurisdiction of the county court. The county court or its judge may issue writs of injunction,
mandamus, and all other writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of the court. The
county court or its judge may punish for contempt under the general law governing county courts in
this state. If the county judge is a licensed attorney, the judge may sit in the absence of the judge of
the county court at law from the courtroom in all matters and causes without the necessity of
transferring those matters and causes. The judge of the county court at law may sit in the absence
of the county judge from the courtroom in all matters, causes, and proceedings without the
necessity of transferring those matters, causes, and proceedings except that the county court at law
judge may not sit in matters in the jurisdiction of the commissioners court in which the county
Jjudge would be the presiding officer of that court,

(b} The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County or its judge may issue writs of injunction,
mandamus, sequestration, attachment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas, and all other writs
necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of the court and the protection of that
Jjurisdiction. The court and the judge may issue writs of habeas corpus in cases in which the offense
charged is within the jurisdiction of the court or of any other court in the county of inferior
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Jjurisdiction lo the county court at law. The county court at law or its judge may punish for civil or
criminal contempt under the general law governing district courts or county courts in this
state, The county court at law and its judge have all other powers, duties, immunities, and
privileges provided by law for county courts and county court judges.

{c) Neither the appomrmem of a special judge nor a visiting judge to preside over the County
Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County, as authorized by this Act affects or diminishes the
Jurisdiction or power of the county court at law or its judge. A special judge or a visiting judge
appointed to preside over the county court at law has the powers, jurisdiction, authority, duties,
immunities, and privileges provided by law for the county court at law or its judge, except those
powers and that authority associated with the appointment or assignment of court personnel. [Fhe

heas § conearrent with the distriet

A
&ee}eds&ﬁ@ﬂmdéeeeﬁﬁmeedmmefmae*mpfeﬂdedbygeﬁaa}

SECTION 6, Sections 5-19, Chapter 672, Acts of the 64th Legislature, Regular Session, 1975
(Article 1970-348a, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 5. (a) An appointed or elected judge of the County Court at Law No, 2 of Smith County
must:

(1) be a citizen of the United States;

(2} have resided in and been actively engaged in the practice of law in Smith County for at least
two pears prior to the judge’s appointment or election; and

(3) have been a licensed and practicing member of the state bar for at least five years prior to
the judge’s election or appointment.

{b) The commissioners court shall appoint a person to fill a vacancy in the office of the judge of
the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County. The appointee holds office until the next general
election at which the office appears on the ballot as provided by Article XVI, Section 65, of the
Texas Constitution and until a successor is elected or appointed and has qualified.

(c) At each general election at which county court at law judges are elected, the qualified voters
of the county elect the judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County for a term of four
years as provided by Article V, Section 30, and Article XVI, Section 65, of the Texas Constitution.

(d} The judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County must take the constitutional
oath of office.

(e) The judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may not engage in the private
practice of law.

(7 The commissioners court may, by an issued and signed order, require the judge of the
County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County to execute a bond in an amount set by the
commissioners court. The commissioners court may require a bond of any special judge or visiting
Judge assigned to the county court at law. If the commissioners court elects to require a bond or
-i;angs, the commissioners court must pay the appropriate fee for the bond or bonds from county

unds.

(¢} The judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County Is entitled to receive an
annual salary set by the commissioners court. The commissioners court may set the annual salary
of the judge at a sum that is equal 1o an amount that is $1,000 less than the total salary, including
supplements, paid the district judges in Smith County. The salary shall be paid to the judge in
egual installments, at the established county pay periods, out of the general fund of the county, by
warranis drawn on the county treasury, and on order of the commissioners court. The judge of the
county court at law shall assess the fees prescribed by law relating to the county judges and district
Judges according to the nature of the matter brought before them. The clerk shall collect the fees
and pay them into the county treasury. A fee may not be paid to the judge.

(h) The judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may be removed from office
i;: the same manner and for the same causes as a county judge may be removed under the laws of
this state.

Sec. 6. (a) Ifthe office of judge of the County Court ar Law No. 2 of Smith County is vacant, if
the regular judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County is absent or is from any cause
disabled or disqualified from presiding, or if the regular judge of that court certifies that the
orderly administration of justice in the court requires the temporary assistance of a special judge or
a visiting judge, the presiding judge of the administrative judicial district in which the county is
located may appoint a person to sit as a special judge or visiting judge.

(b} A special judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County must:

(1) be a citizen of the United States;

(2) have resided in the county in which the court is located for at least one year prior to the
special judge’s appointment; and
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(3) be licensed to practice law in this state and have actively practiced law for at least five years
prior 1o the special judge’s appointment,

{c) A special judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County must take the
constitutional oath of office.

(d) A visiting judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County:

(1) must be a former judge of a district court, statutory counfy court, county court at law,
county criminal court, county criminal court of appeals, county civil court at law, or county
criminal court at law or an active judge of a district court or county court at law;

{2) must not appear and plead as an attorney at law in any court of this state while serving as a
visiting judge;

(3) must have been a successful candidate for election in at least two general elections for judge
of a district court, statutory counly court, county court at law, county criminal court, county
criminal court of appeals, county civil court at law, or county criminal court at law, or any
combination of those courts;

(4) must not have been removed from office by impeachment, by the supreme court, by the
governor on addyess of the legislature, or by the judicial qualifications commission; and

(5} must not have resigned as judge of @ court while under investigation by the judicial
gualifications commission.

(e} A special judge or a visiting judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may
sign orders, judgments, decrees, or any other kind of process authorized by law as “Judge
Presiding™ when acting for the regular judge.

{f) The commissioners court may, by an issued and signed order, require the special judge or
visiting fudge to execute a bond and may set the amount of the bond.

(g) When a visiting judge is appointed, preference shall be given to the appointment of a former
Judge of a statutory county court, county court at law, county criminal court, county criminal court
of appeals, county civil court at law, and county criminal court at law. If one of those judges is not
available to accept a particular assignment, the presiding judge of the judicial district may appoint
a former judge of a district court or an active judge of a district court or county court at law.

(h) A special judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County is entitled to receive for
the services actually performed the same amount of compensation that the regular judge is entitled
to receive for those services.

(i) A former judge sitting as a visiting judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County
is entitled 1o receive for the services actually performed the same amount of compensation that the
regular judge is entitled to receive for those services, less an amount equal 10 the pro rata annuity
received from any state, district, or county retirement fund.

(i} An active judge sitting as o visiting judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County
is entitled to receive for the services actually performed the same amount of compensation that the
regular judge is entitled to receive for those services, less an amount eguol to the pro rata
compensation received from state or county funds as salary, including supplements.

(k) A visiting judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County is entitled to receive
reimbursement for actual food and lodging expenses incurred, in an amount not to exceed the sum
paid visiting judges of district courts in this state, and for actual travel expenses between the
residence of the visiting judge and the county court at law.

(1) The compensation, including authorized expenses, for the County Court at Law No. 2 of
Smith County judge, special judges, and visiting judges shall be paid by the commissioners court.
Payment to special judges and visiting judges shall be made on certification by the presiding judge
of the administrative judicial district thar the special judge or visiting judge has rendered the
service and is entitled to receive the compensation. None of the amount paid 10 a special judge or a
visiting judge for sitting for the regular judge for the county court at law may be deducted or paid
out of the salary or allowable expenses of the regular judge.

{m) Neither the appointment of a special judge nor the appointment of a visiting judge to
preside over the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County as authorized by this Act affects or
diminishes the jurisdiction or power of the county court at law or its judge.

{n) A special judge or a visiting judge appointed to preside over the County Court at Law No. 2
of Smith County has all the powers, jurisdiction, authority, duties, immunities, and privileges
provided by law for the court or its judge, except those powers and that authority associated with
the appointment or assignment of court personnel.

Sec. 7. (a) The judge of the County Court at Law of Smith County and the judge of the County
Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may transfer cases to and from the dockets of their respective
courts, except that a case may not be transferred from one court to another without the consent of
the judge of the court to which it is transferred and may not be transferred unless it is within the
Jjurisdiction of the court to which it is transferred.
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(bj The judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County and the judge of the district
court may transfer cases to and from the dockets of their respective courts, except that a case may
not be transferred from one court to another without the consent of the judge of the court to which
it is transferred and may not be transferred unless it is within the jurisdiction of the court to which
it is transferred.

(c) Except as otherwise provided by this Act, the judge of the County Court at Law of Smith
County and the judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may exchange benches
and courtrooms with each other in all cases of which the court presided over by each judge has
Jurisdiction so that if one is absent, disabled, or disqualiified, the other may hold court for him or
her without the necessity of transferring the case. Either judge may hear all or any part of a case
pending in the county court, county court ar law, or County Court at Law No. 2 and may rule and
enter orders on and continue, determine, render, or sign judgment on all or any part of the case
without the necessity of transferring it to his or her docket. A judge may not sit or act in @ case
without the consent of the judge of the court in which the case is pending and may not sit or act in a
case unless it is within the jurisdiction of his or her own court.

(d} Except as otherwise provided by this Act, the judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of
Smith County and the district judges in Smith County may exchange benches and courtrooms with
each other so that if one is absent, disabled, or disqualified, the other may hold court for him or her
without the necessity of transferring the case. Either judge may hear all or any part of a case
pending in the county court at law or a district court and may rule and enter orders on and
continue, determine, render, or assign judgment on all or any part of the case without the necessity
of transferring it to his or her docket. A judge may not sit or act in a case without the consent of the
Judge of the court in which the case is pending and may not sit or act in a case unless it is within the
Jurisdiction of his or her own court.

fe} In cases transferred to the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County by order of the judge
of another court, all processes, writs, bonds, recognizances, or other obligations issued or made in
the cases shall be returned to and filed in the court to which the transfer is made. All bonds
executed and recognizances entered in those cases shall bind the parties for their appearance or to
Julfill the obligations of the bond or recognizance at the term of the court 1o which the cases are
transferred and fixed by law. All processes issued or returned before transfer of the cases, as well
as all bonds and recognizances taken before the transfer, are binding as though originally issued
out of the court to which the transfer is made.

Sec. 8. The criminal district attorney of Smith County shall represent the state in all
prosecutions in the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County and is entitled to the same fees as
now prescribed by law for those prosecutions in the county courts.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of Smith County shall serve as the clerk of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of Smith County.

Sec. 10. The seal of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County shall be the same as that
provided by law for county courts, except the seal must contain the words “County Court at Law
No. 2 of Smith County.”

Sec. 11. The sheriff of Smith County shall, in person or by deputy, attend the County Court at
Law No. 2 of Smith County when required by the judge.

Sec. 12, The judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County shall appoint an official
court reporter for the court who must be well skilled in the profession. The court reporter shall be a
sworn officer of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The reporter must take the
oath required of official court reporters and is entitled to receive a salary set by the commissioners
court and paid out of the county freasury, as other county officials are paid, in equal installments,
at the established county pay periods. In setting the salary for the court reporter, the
commissioners court shall consider, and if possible, maintain the salary at the sarne amount of
compensation, fees, and allowances as the reporters of the district courts in Smith County
receive. The general law relating to official court reporters not inconsistent with this Act applies to
the official court reporter of the county court at law. The official court reporter shall perform any
and all reasonable court-related duties required by the judge of the court.

Sec. 13. (a) The judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may appoint a court
coordinator or administrative assistant for the court. A court coordinator or administrative
assistant performs the duties prescribed by the judge and covperates with the administrative judges
and state agencies for uniform and efficient aperation of the court and the administration of
Justice. The court coordinaior or administrative assistant is entitled to be paid from county funds
the compensation, fees, and allowances set by the commissioners court. The court coordinator or
administrative assistant serves the judge and the court and holds office at the pleasure of the
Judge. The salary paid 1o a court coordinator or administrative assistant as set by the
commissioners court shall be if possible the same as the salary of a court coordinator or
administrative assistant of the district courts of Smith County.
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(b) The judges of the County Court at Law of Smith County and the County Court at Law No,
2 af Smith County, the county judge, and the judges of the district courts in the county may adopt
rules providing for either the county clerk or the district elerk to serve as the clerk of the County
Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County in matters in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county court
at law and the district courts. To be adopted, the rules must receive the affirmative vote of the
majority of the judges of the County Court at Law of Smith County, County Court at Law No, 2 of
Smith County, the county judge, and a majority of the judges of the district courts exercising
concurrent jurisdiction.

Sec. 14. The County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County may draw jurors from the central
Jjury panel summoned through the district clerk’s office in Smith County for jurors to serve in
district and county courts, the county court at law, and other courts in the county. Also, the
Jurisdiction and authority vested in the county court and the county judge, relating to the drawing,
selecting, and service of jurors and talesmen shall also be exercised by the County Court at Law
No. 2 and its judge; but jurors and talesmen summoned for either of those courts by order of the
Jjudge of the court in which they are summoned may be transferred to the other court for service
and may be used as if summoned for the court to which transferred. If any of the judges of the
County Court at Law of Smith County, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County, or the
County Court of Smith County concur, jurars may be summoned for service in the judges’ courts
and shall be used interchangeably in the courts.

Sec. 15. The general law of this state and the rules of procedure and the rules of evidence of this
state apply to and control trigls and proceedings in, amf appeals to and appeals from, the County
Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County.

Sec. 18. The judges of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County and County Court at
Law of Smith County exercising common jurisdiction, may, as they consider necessary or desirable
Jor the orderly dispatch of the business ofl those courts, adopt, amend, supplement, or repeal rules
governing the filing, numbering, and docketing of cases, the assignment of cases for trial, the
distribution of the work of those courts, procedures and practices, or any other matter not
inconsistent with law, the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, or the rules of posttrial and appeliate
procedure in criminal cases. To be adopted, amended, supplemented, or repealed, the mi;s must
receive the affirmative vore of the majority of the county court at law judges exercising the common
Jurisdiction made the subject of the rules.

Sec. 17. Practice and procedure in the County Court gt Law No. 2 of Smith County must
conform to that prescribed by general law for county courts, except that practice and procedure
pertaining to the conduct of trials and hearings in the county court at law involving those matters of
concurrent furisdiction with district courts shall be governed by the general law and rules of
procedure and evidence pertaining to district courts.

Sec. 18. Compliance with Rule 817, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, if appropriate, is a
prerequisite to the implementation of any rule adopted by the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith
County relating to civil procedures.

Sec. 19. {a) County court at law juries shall be composed of six persons, except as provided by
this section. In cases in the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County involving those matters
identified in the constitution as matters within the jurisdiction of district courts, if any party 10 a
lawsuit in which juries are authorized by law or the constitution requests a 12-person jury, the jury
shall be composed of 12 persons. If no reguest for a jury composed of 12 persons is made, the jury
shall be composed of six persons.

(&) In any civil case tried in the County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County, the parties may,
by mutual agreement and with the consent of the judge, agree to try the case with any number of

Jurors and agree to have a verdict rendered and returned by the vote of any number of jurors less
than all those hearing the cose. [tay The judge of the Gounty Gourt at Law Ne: 2 of Smith
Ceunty shall kave been a duly licensed and teing merrbes of the State Bar of Texas
for not less than five vears; shall be welllinformed in laws of the state; and shell have
resided in and been aetively engaged in the practice of law in Smith Geunty; Texas; fer a

for a term cnding on Deecember 31 1078. Ak the genersl eleetion in 1878 and every
four thereafior- the judge of the County Gourt at Law Neo- 8 shall be elected for a
four year term a3 provided in Artiele 35 Scetion 30; and Artiele XV Seetion 65;
efthe?exas@&mhmm oeenming in the effiee of the } of the
County Gourk at aw Ne- 8 mbytheGem&mGeuﬂef ith County;
i3 duly elected and has quslified:
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See: 6 The judge of the Gounty Gourt at Law Ne: 2 of Smith Gounty be
feimved&em mthesamemaﬁneraﬂdierbhemeeeusesasanyeeuﬁ;?udge
may be removed under the laws of this state:
[See: - ‘Fhe judge of the Gounty Gourt at baw Ne-: 2 of Sraith shell excewte a
bend and take the eath of effice a3 required by law relating te county
[See-S—Aspeera-lj-adge theGeuﬂ-tyGeurtatluewNe-BemeﬁhGeuﬁty

m*%mm@m%“mwﬁ:iieﬁm

provided for a special judge of the Gounty Ceurk at Law of Smith Geunty, to be paid out
of the general fund of tee county by the commmigsioners eourk:

[See: 8 I the ease of the disgqualification of the judge of the Geurfetl:awNe—
Qemetheuﬂtytekyeeasependmgmhﬁeemthewhesef
agree on the seleetion of a speeint § Erythee&seoreaeeswheret-hejudgeeﬂhe

Gourt ot Hhaw No: 8 of Smith 15 disquelified: In ease of the seleetion of &
;ud-geby&greementeﬂhepmheseﬂheﬂaﬂemeﬁthespeeml shall draw
sameeempem&henastbetpmdedfe*aspeemjﬂdgemthe&uﬂty k Law

of Smith Geunty-

[See: 10: The County Court at baw No- 8 of Smith Gounty; or the judge thereef; shall
kave the power to issue weits of injunchon; mandemus, sequestretion; attachment;
garnishment; certiorari; supersedeas; and el writs necessary to the enforeement of
jurisdietion of the eourt; and to ieue writs of habeas eorpus in such esses where the
offense eharged is within the jurisdiction of said eourt or of any other eourt in the ecunty

of inlerior j 1o the eounty court at Jaw: The Gounty Gourt at baw Ne: 8; or
the judge . shall alse have the power te punish for contempt a3 preseribed by law
Fereounﬁ-eeuﬁs-

[See: 3= (a3 Fhe judge of the Gounty Gourt at Law Ne- § may sit in the absenee from
theeeur&eemeffhe@eunﬁ}ueﬁeef%@euﬁymaﬂmeﬂe&mmd

[@Mnmm&emﬁmmmm&e of the
eeuatyeeuﬂmdtheeeun@yeoaﬁsaﬂewm&yhamﬁereeseﬂtemé&em of

their respeective eourts: However; ro ease muay be transierred from one eourt to another
eeuﬁﬂ&eutbheeememeﬂheyudgeeﬂheee&&tewhmh&ﬁhmfermd-mdmem
may be transferred unless it is within the jurisdiction of the eourt to whieh i is

[(d&lneﬁesmfermdteeﬁhadtheeeuﬂsbyerderefthewdgeafmef&e
other eourts; all preeesses; writs; bonds; recognizances; er other cbligations issued or
m&dembheeasesshaﬂberet&»ned&eaadﬁ!edmthe_eeuﬂtewh&ehmsferu

Tne transfor > o enéfeeegmz&neg

takeﬁbefere sransior valid bmdangastheaghengmal-lymuedeut

theeeuﬂtewhiehtheh-&nsfeﬂsmée—

aH[Se&-l—S—'-Fhe the Geunty Court bewe{N&Semer&GOﬂan preﬂgzlbyl’a:

proseeutions in ok

for such prosccutions in county eousts; and shall be entitled same fees as now

presenbedbthfersaehpresee&hemm&heeemﬁyeo&&s—

[See: 13- The Gounty Clerk of Emith Gounty shall be the elerk of e Gounty Gourt at

Law Neo: £ of Smith County: and the seal of the eourt shall be the same es thet provided

by lew for eounty eeurts; exeept the seal shell eontain the words “Gounty Gourt ot Law

Ne- & of Bmith Geunby-—=

[See- +4: Fhe Sheriff of Smith shall in or by deputy attend the Gounty

Gm&hw%%d&&h&mgwwmmwﬁmﬁewd% thereof

{See-l—s-il‘-heyuﬂedfeﬁen autherity now vested by law in the Gounty Geurt of
thereok; for the drawing; selection and serviee of jurers

MMMM%WHMGMGM&MN&GJSMM
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and the judge thereok Jurors and telesmen summened for either of the eounty eonrts at
law or the county court may by order of the judge of the eourt i which they ave
sumsnencd be wansferred to other courts fer service and may be used as i
jodges eocunty eourts at jadge GCounty Geurt Smrith County;
yarors may be summencd for service in el of those eourts and shell be wsed

ﬁuﬁd@f i ﬂ;&:saﬂ-heﬁmet-hi&ﬁett&kes ,sha%lbeagev&lidaa#neehaﬂge
been made eonstitubing suek jury pancls shall te appear
and serve ot the term: of the eourts as fixed by this Aet; end their aets as jurers

[See- 16: The laws of the State of Texas; the rules of procedure; and the rules of
a&demeh&ﬂbmkeabbtemdeen&dt&ah&ﬂdpmeeed&ﬁgﬁa
' g

Md.%mmmwmam The scerctory i3
to a salery as determined by the commissioners eenrk:]

SECTION 7. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars
in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional
ritle requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is
hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it
is 50 enacted.

Passed by the House on May 17, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 134, Nays 0, 1
present, not voting; passed by the Senate on May 24, 1985, by the following
vote: Yeas 29, Nays 0.

Approved: June 14, 1985
Effective: Immediately
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