CH 939, SEC 1 69th LEGIS—REGULAR SESSION
CHAPTER 939
H.B. No. 2290

An Act relating to crealion, purposes, powers, duties, and authority of regional plan implementation
agencies.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1, Chapter 54, Water Code, is amended by adding Section 54.037 to read as
follows:

Sec. 54.037. REGIONAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION AGENCIES. (a) This section applies
only to regional plan implementation agencies, referred to in this section as agency, created as
provided below. An agency may only be created in connection with regional planning efforts, and
only then when requested by a city. The purpose of this section is to encourage and promote
regional planning by cities and to facilitate the implementation of areawide, systematic solutions to
water, waste disposal, drainage, and other problems.

(b} The creation of an agency requires that a special petition be filed with the commission. The
special petition shall:

(1) describe the boundaries of the proposed agency by metes and bounds or by lot and block
number, if there is a recorded map or plat and survey of the area;

(2) describe the regional planning efforts which are in progress or completed as of the dare
of the petition and the anticipated role of the proposed agency in connection with the
implementation of the regional plan;

{3) include a name of the proposed agency, which must be generally descriptive of the locale
Jollowed by the words ‘‘regional plan implementation agency’ and must be different from the
name of any other agency in the same county;

{4) be signed by or on behalf of the owner or owners of the fee simple title to 50 percent or
more of the surface of the land within the boundaries of the proposed agency, as of the date of
the petition, as indicared by the county tax rolls or other title data acceptable to the commission;

(5) be approved by the governing body of each city having extraterritorial jurisdiction over
land within the boundaries of the proposed agency as of the date of the petition, by motion,
resolution, or ordinance which certifies that:

(A} the regional planning efforts described in the petition are approved by the city;

(B) in the opinion of the governing body, the creation of the proposed agency would assist
in the implementation of such regional plan; and

{C) the city requests and consents to the creation of the proposed agency: and

(6) be endorsed by an officer of each such city to indicate that the pelition has been so
approved by the governing body.

{c) The deposit and filing fee for such a special petition are the same as for any ordinary
district. After the petition is filed, the standards and procedures for commission review and action
are the same as for any ordinary district, except that;

(1) the commission must consider the scope of the regional plan in connection with its
Sfindings; and

{2) the requirements for the special petition, above, shall apply in lieu of the requirements
Jor ordinary districts set out in Section 54.014, 54.015, 54.016, or other sections of this code.
{d) The application of an agency for approval of a bond issue must include un agreement

between the agency and each city having extraterritorial jurisdiction over land within the agency as
of the date of the application. The agreement must identify those facilities which are proposed to
be financed from the proceeds of the bond issue in question. It must also identify which of those
Sacilities are part of the regional plan and which are not part of the plan. Those which are part of
the regional plan.
d(]) may be larger than would otherwise be necessary to serve just the needs of the agency;
an

(2) may be constructed by, conveyed to, or otherwise acquired by the city, subject to the
terms of such agreement. Those facilities which are not part of the regional plan and are 1o be
Jfinanced by the agency must be agreed upon by the city and the agency as being consistent with
the regional plan. .

{(e) An agency may acquire any land, easements, or other property, real or personal, within or
without the agency, for any purpose or function permitted to a district and may elect to condemn
either the fee simple title or an easement only. Sectiont 54.212(a) of this code does not apply 1o an
agency. If the mode and manner for condemnation of any type of property is not otherwise
prescribed by law, the Texas Water Development Board may prescribe the same by rule.
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(7 An agency is a district subject to all provisions of this chapter and other laws relating 1o
districts, except that the special provisions of this section shall take precedence over differing or
conflicting provisions elsewhere.

(g} Nothing in this Act waives the requirerments of this chapter or other applicable laws relating
to voter approval of bond issues.

SECTION 2, The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars
in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is
hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it
is so enacted.

Passed by the House on April 25, 1985, by a non-record vote; House concurred in
Senate amendments to H.B. No. 2290 on May 27, 1985, by a non-record vote;
passed by the Senate, with amendments, on May 26, 1985, by the foflowing
vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved: June 15, 1985

Effective: August 26, 1985
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