69th LEGIS—REGULAR SESSION CH 739

CHAPTER 738

H.B. No. 1788
An Act relating to the hours of labor under certain contracts made by the state or a political subdivision.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Article 5165.2, Revised Statutes, is amended to read as follows:

Art. 5165.2. All contracts made by or on behalf of the State of Texas, or by or on behalf of
any county, municipality or other legal or political subdivision of the State, with any
corporation, person or association of persons for performance of any work, shall be deemed and
considered as made upon the basis of eight (8) hours constituting a day's work. The time
consumed by the laborer in going to and returning from the place of work shall not be considered
as part of the hours of worE. It shall be unlawful for any corporation, person or association of
persons having a contract with the State or any political subdivision thereof, to require or permit
any such laborers, workmen, or mechanics to work more than eight (8) hours Ecr calendar day in
doing such work, except in the case of any employment, contract, or work to which the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938, as amended (29 US.C. Secs. 201 et seq), applies and in cases of
emergency, which may arise in times of war, or in cases where it may become necessary to work
more than eight {8} hours per calendar day for the protection of property, human life or the
necessity of housing inmates of public institutions in case of fire or destruction by the elements or
in cases where the total number of hours per week required or permitted of any such laborer,
workman or mechanic, engaged on work financed in whole or in part by the Federal
Government or any agency thereof, does not exceed the number of hours per week allowed by
any regulation of the Federal Government or any agency thereof. In such emergencies the
laborers, workmen, or mechanics so employed and working to exceed ecight (8) hours per
calendar day shall be paid on the basis of eight (8) hours constituting a day’s work. Not less than
the current rate of per hour wages for like work in the locality where the work is being
performed shall be paid 10 the laborers, workmen, mechanics or other persons so employed by or
on behalf of the State, or for any county, municipality or other legal or political subdivision of
the State, county or municipality, and every contract hereafter made for the performance of
work for the State, or for any county, municipality or other legal or l!l)olitic:al subdivision of the
State, county or municipality, must comply with the requirements of this Chapter.

SECYION 2. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars
in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is
hereby susg;:ndcd, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it
18 so enacted.

Passed by the House on May 2, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 138, Nays 0, 1
present, not voling; passed by the Senate on May 27, 1985, by the following
vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved: June 14, 1985
Effective: Immediataly
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