CH 273 69th LEGIS—REGULAR SESSION

CHAPTER 274

H.B. No. 1531
An Act relating to the transportation allotment for schoof transportation systems.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 16,156, Education Code, is amended by amending Subsections (a), (¢),
(d), and (g) and adding Subsection (j) to read as follows:

(a) Each district or county operating a transportation system is entitled to allotments for
transportation costs as provided by this section.

{c) Each district or county operating a regular transportation system is entitled to an
allotment based on the daily cost regular eligible pupil of operating and maintaining the
regular transportation systemn and the linear density of that system. In determining the cost, the
commissioner shall give consideration to factors affecting the actual cost of providing these
transportation services in each district or county. The average actual cost is to be computed by
the commissioner of education and included for consideration by the Foundation School
Program Committee and the legislature in the General Appropriations Act. The allotment per
mile of approved route may not exceed the amount set by appropriation.

(d) A district or county may apply for and on approval of the commissioner of education
receive an additional amount of wp to 10 percent of its regular transportation allotrnent to be
used for the transportation of children living within two miles of the school they atiend who
would be subject to hazardous traffic conditions if they walked to school. Each board of trustees
shall provide to the commissioner the definition of hazardous conditions applicable to that
district and shall identify the specific hazardous areas for which the allocation is requested. A
hazardous condition exists where no walkway is provided and children must walk along or cross
a freeway or expressway, an uaderpass, an overpass or a bridge, an uncontrolled major traffic
artery, an industrial or commercial area, or another comparable condition.

(8) A school district or county that provides special transportation services for eligible
handicapped pupils is entitled: to a state allocation paid on a previous year’s cost-per-mile
basis, The maximum rate pér mile allowable shall be set by appropriation based on data
gathered from the first year of each preceding biennium. Districts may use a portion of their
support allocation to pay transportation costs, if necessary. The commissioner of education may
grant an amount set by appr?pﬁation for private transportation to reimburse parents or their
agents for transporting eligible handicapped pupils. The mileage allowed shall be computed
along the shortest public road from the pupil’s home to school and back, morning and
afternoon. The need for this type transportation shall be determined on an individual basis and
shall be approved only in extteme hardship cases, :

() In the case of a .distri¢t .belonging to a county transportation system, the district’s
transportation allotment for purposes of determining a district’s foundation school program
allogations under Section 16.157 of this code shall be determined on the basis of the number of
approved daily route miles in the district multiplied by the allotment per mile to which the county
transportation system is entitled.. -

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 1985.

SECTION 3. The importance of this legistation and the crowded condition of the calendars
in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is
hereby suspended. o .

Passed by the House on April 30, 1985, by a non-record vote; passed by the Senate on
May 15, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved: June 5, 1985 )

Effective: September 1, 1985
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