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1. Filing of Petition 1.Personal service        of  
citation and  petition.
2. Service by publication
3. Waiver of voluntary 
appearance by defendant
4. Service by mail

1. Special Appearance 1. Cross claim
2. Counter claim
3. Third party proceedings

1. Depositions
2. Interrogatories
3. Requests for 
Admission
4. Examining and copying 
documents
5. Medical examinations
6. Examining premises

1. For summary judgment
2. Relating to discovery

a. Enforcement
b. Extension

3. Motion to Transfer        
Venue
4. Special Exceptions

1. Dispute resolution     
referral

1. Simplify issues
2. Mark and exchange exhibits
3. Exchange witness lists
4. Establish calendar
5. Establish schedule for 
additional discovery
6. Prepare proposed Jury 
Charge
7. Prepare pre-trial order 
covering the above

1. Select jury
2. Opening
3. Plaintiff’s case
4. Motion for directed verdict
5. Defendant’s case
6. Plaintiff’s rebuttal
7. Motion for directed verdict
8. Closing arguments
9. Instructions to  jury
10. Deliberation
11. Verdict
12. Judgment

1. For new trial
2. For judgment 
notwithstanding the 
verdict

1. Voluntary payment or 
compliance
2. Execution

a. Attachment
b. Garnishment

3. Contempt

Defendant 
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