Hourly compensation costs, 2006
for production workers in manufacturing in U.S. dollars

u Ten of the 12 European countries, as well as Australia and Canada, had higher hourly
compensation costs than the United States.

u Hourly compensation costs were under $10 in Mexico, Hong Kong SAR, Taiwan, Portugal,
and Singapore.

Norway 41.05 |

Denmark 35.45 |

Germany 34.21 |

Netherlands 32.34 |

Sweden 31.80 |

Austria 30.46 |

United Kingdom 27.10 |

Australia 26.14 |

Ireland 25.96 |

Canada 25.74 |

Italy 25.07 |

France 24.90 |

United States 23.82 |

Japan 20.20 |

Spain 18.83 |

Korea, Rep. of 14.72 |

New Zealand 14.47 |

Singapore 8.55 I
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Portugal 7.6

Taiwan 6.43

Hong Kong SAR 5.78

Mexico (2.75
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NOTE: Hong Kong SAR stands for Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China.
SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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