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1. Primary Sampling Unit Number  _____ _____ 

 

  
 
2.  Case Number - Stratum _____ _____ _____ _____ 
 

 

CRASH DESCRIPTION 
 
 Describe the crash sequence in detail including events/driver actions which resulted in crash occurrence. 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 



 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

 
GENERAL CRASH FORM 

 
National Automotive Sampling System 

Crash Causation Special Study 
 SPECIAL STUDIES SPECIAL  
1. Primary Sampling Unit Number _____ _____  
 
 Case Number - Stratum _____ _____ _____ _____ 

Check (√) each special study  that has been completed; code 1 for 
the checked special studies and 0 for the special studies not 
checked. 

  
IDENTIFICATION 6. _____ Heavy Truck Causation _____ 

  
3. Number of General Vehicle   
 Forms Submitted _____ _____  
  
4. Date of Accident  
 (Month/Day/Year) ___ ___/___ ___/___ ___ ___ ___  
 NUMBER OF EVENTS 
5. Time of Accident _____ _____ _____ _____  
 11. Number of Recorded Events 
 Code reported military time of accident.  in This Crash _____ _____ 
  Code the number of events which 
  NOTE: Midnight = 2400  occurred in this crash. 
  Unknown = 9999  
  
  
  

CRASH EVENTS 
For each event that occurred in the crash, code the lowest numbered vehicle in the left columns and the other involved vehicle or 
object in the right columns. 
 

 
Accident Event 

Sequence Number 

  
Vehicle 
Number 

  
Class Of 
Vehicle 

  
General 
Area Of 
Damage 

 Vehicle 
Number 

Or Object 
Contacted 

  
Class Of 
Vehicle 

  
General 

Area 
Of Damage 

 
 
12. 

 
 
0 

  
 
1 

  
 
13. ___ ___ 

  
 
14. ___ ___ 

  
 
15. ___ ___ 

  
 
16. ___ ___ 

  
 
17. ___ ___ 

  
 
18. _____ 

                
                
19. 0  2  20. ___ ___  21. ___ ___  22. ___ ___  23. ___ ___  24. ___ ___  25. _____ 
                
                
26. 0  3  27.___ ___  28.___ ___  29.___ ___  30.__ ___  31.__ ___  32. _____ 
                
                
33. 0  4  34___ ___  35___ ___  36___ ___  37___ ___  38___ ___  39. _____ 
                
                
40. 0  5  41___ ___  42___ ___  43___ ___  44___ ___  45___ ___  46. _____ 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IF GREATER THAN FIVE EVENTS, CONTINUE CODING ON THE CRASH EVENT SUPPLEMENT. 



 
CODES FOR CLASS OF VEHICLE 

 
(00) Not a motor vehicle 
(01) Subcompact/mini (wheelbase < 254 cm) 
(02) Compact (wheelbase > 254 but< 265 cm) 
(03) Intermediate (wheelbase > 265 but < 278 cm) 
(04) Full size (wheelbase > 278 but< 291 cm) 
(05) Largest (wheelbase > 291 cm) 
(09) Unknown passenger car size 
(14) Compact utility vehicle 
(15) Large utility vehicle (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(16) Utility station wagon (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(19) Unknown utility type 
(20) Minivan (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(21) Large van (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(24) Van based school bus (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(28) Other van type (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(29) Unknown van type (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(30) Compact pickup truck (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
 

(31) Large pickup truck (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(38) Other pickup truck (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(39) Unknown pickup truck type (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(45) Other light truck (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(48) Unknown light truck type (< 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(49) Unknown light vehicle type 
(50) School bus (excludes van based) (> 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(58) Other bus (> 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(59) Unknown bus type 
(60) Truck (> 4,536 kgs GVWR) 
(67) Tractor without trailer 
(68) Tractor-trailer(s) 
(78) Unknown medium/heavy truck type 
(79) Unknown light/medium/heavy truck type 
(80) Motored cycle 
(90) Other vehicle 
(99) Unknown 

CODES FOR GENERAL AREA OF DAMAGE (GAD) 
CDS APPLICABLE 
AND OTHER 
VEHICLES 

(0) 
(N) 
(F) 

Not a motor vehicle 
Noncollision 
Front 

(R) 
(L) 
(B) 

Right side 
Left side 
Back 

(T) 
(U) 
(9) 

Top 
Undercarriage 
Unknown 
 

TDC 
APPLICABLE 
VEHICLES 

(0) 
(N) 
(F) 
(R) 

Not a motor vehicle 
Noncollision 
Front 
Right size 

(L) 
(B) 
 
(D) 

Left side 
Back of unit with cargo area 
(rear of trailer or straight truck) 
Back (rear of tractor) 

(C) 
(V) 
(T) 
(U) 
(9) 

Rear of cab 
Front of cargo area 
Top 
Undercarriage 
Unknown 

CODES FOR VEHICLE NUMBER OR OBJECT CONTACTED 
(01-30) - Vehicle Number 
 
Noncollision 
 (31) Overturn - rollover (excludes end-over-end) 
 (32) Rollover - end-over-end 
 (33) Fire or explosion 
 (34) Jackknife 
 (35) Other intraunit damage (specify): 
  ________________________________ 
 
 (36) Noncollision injury 
 (38) Other noncollision (specify): 
  ________________________________ 
 (39) Noncollision - details unknown 
 
Collision With Fixed Object 
 (41) Tree (< 10 cm in diameter) 
 (42) Tree (> 10 cm in diameter) 
 (43) Shrubbery or bush 
 (44) Embankment 
 (45) Breakaway pole or post (any diameter) 
 
Nonbreakaway Pole or Post 
 (50) Pole or post (< 10 cm in diameter) 
 (51) Pole or post (>10 cm but < 30 cm in diameter) 
 (52) Pole or post (>30 cm in diameter) 
 (53) Pole or post (diameter unknown) 
 
 (54) Concrete traffic barrier 
 (55) Impact attenuator 
 (56) Other traffic barrier (includes guardrail) 
  (specify):___________________________ 
 

 (57) Fence 
 (58) Wall 
 (59) Building 
 (60) Ditch or culvert 
 (61) Ground 
 (62) Fire hydrant 
 (63) Curb 
 (64) Bridge 
 (68) Other fixed object (specify): 
  ________________________________ 
 (69) Unknown fixed object 
 
Collision With Nonfixed Object 
 (70) Passenger car, light truck, van, or other vehicle not in-
transport 
 (71) Medium/heavy truck or bus not in-transport 
 (72) Pedestrian 
 (73) Cyclist or cycle 
 (74) Other nonmotorist or conveyance 
  ________________________________ 
 (75) Vehicle occupant 
 (76) Animal 
 (77) Train 
 (78) Trailer, disconnected in-transport 
 (79) Object fell from vehicle in-transport 
 (88) Other nonfixed object (specify): 
  ________________________________ 
 (89) Unknown nonfixed object 
 
 (98) Other event (specify): 
  ________________________________ 
 (99) Other event (specify): 
  ________________________________ 
 

 


