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St andards for USGS and USDA Forest Service Single Edition Quadrangle Maps
Part 9: Vegetative Surface Cover

9. VEGETATI VE SURFACE COVER
This part of the standard provides a description of the Vegetative

Surface Cover features shown on USGS and USDA Forest Service single
edi ti on quadrangl e maps.
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St andards for USGS and USDA Forest Service Single Edition Quadrangle Maps
Part 9: Vegetative Surface Cover
CULTI VATED CROPLAND

CULTI VATED CROPLAND - Land that has been plowed or otherw se cultivated for crop
producti on.

Characteristics
Show the fol |l owi ng CULTI VATED CROPLANDS based on their distinctive cultivation

process:
Cranberry Bog Pl anting of cranberries in flooded fields.
Orchard/ Grove Planting of evenly spaced trees that bear fruit
or nuts.
Vi nes/ Bushes Planting of grapevines, or other cultivated

clinbing plants, such as berry vines and hops,
usual | y supported and arranged evenly in rows.

Del i neation

The Iimt of a CULTIVATED CROPLAND is the extent of the area under production
When a CULTI VATED CROPLAND is a planting of cranberries, the edge is defined by
the outernost ditch or enbanknent surrounding the planting. Wen a CULTI VATED
CROPLAND is a planting of trees, the edge is defined as the center line of the
boundi ng row.

Depi ction Conditions

If a CULTIVATED CROPLAND is > 0.1" (200 feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the
shortest axis,

Then show.

Source Interpretation Quidelines

Al'l
The m nimum size for a non-linear clearing within a CULTI VATED CROPLAND i s
0.1" (200 feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the shortest axis.

Do not show CULTI VATED CROPLAND in a | inear clearing that is > 0.05" (100 feet
at 1:24,000 scale) along the shortest axis, whether there is another |inear
feature or not.

Do not show CULTI VATED CROPLAND in a linear clearing that is > 0.02" (40 feet
at 1:24,000 scale) and < 0.05" (100 feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the

shortest axis that does not coincide with another linear feature that neets
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Part 9: Vegetative Surface Cover
CULTI VATED CROPLAND

depi ction conditions.
Ceneralize the outline where a CULTI VATED CROPLAND has an intricate outline.

Do not depict nurseries or Christmas tree farns as CULTI VATED CROPLANDS. See
TREES and/ or RESERVATI ON (Boundari es thene).

Do not show rice fields.

If a CULTI VATED CROPLAND coincides with a BU LT-UP AREA, show the BU LT-UP
AREA but do not show the CULTI VATED CROPLAND.

Graphic
Do not show rice fields that are on previously published maps.

Synboli zati on

Characteristics Synbol Label
Cranberry Bog 541. 49 Cranberry Bog
O chard/ G ove 555.1 N L

Vi nes/ Bushes 556. 1 N L
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SHRUBLAND
SHRUBLAND - Area covered with plants that have persistent woody stens and a
relatively low growmth habit, and that generally produce several basal shoots
i nstead of a single shoot.

Characteristics
N A

Del i neation
The Iimt of a SHRUBLAND is the extent of the area covered with the | ow grow ng
shrubs.

Depi cti on Conditions

If a SHRUBLAND is > 0.1" (200 feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the shortest axis,
and has a crown density > 20%

Then show.

Source Interpretation Guidelines

Al
Estimate the crown density by conparing the dianeter of the crowns to the
di stance between the crowns. For exanple, if the average open space di stance
between the crowns is equal to the average crown di aneter, the crown density
is 20% if it is three-quarters the average crown dianeter, the crown density
is 25% if it is one-half the average crown dianeter, the crown density is
35% if it is one-quarter the average crown dianmeter, the crown density is
50%

Depict cactus, nesquite, sagebrush, and thick brush found in wet and
nmount ai nous areas as SHRUBLAND. Prior to 4/99, SHRUBLAND was sonetines
referred to as "scrub" by the USGS

Do not depict immture or stunted trees as SHRUBLANDS. See TREES

The m ninum size for a non-linear clearing within a SHRUBLAND is 0.1" (200
feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the shortest axis.

Do not show a SHRUBLAND in a linear clearing that is > 0.05" (100 feet at

1: 24,000 scale) along the shortest axis, whether there is another I|inear
feature or not.
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SHRUBLAND
Do not show a SHRUBLAND in a linear clearing that is > 0.02" (40 feet at
1: 24,000 scale) and < 0.05" (100 feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the shortest
axi s that does not coincide with another |inear feature that neets depiction
condi tions.

Ceneralize the outline where a SHRUBLAND has an intricate outline.

If a SHRUBLAND coincides with a BULT-UP AREA (Built-up thene), show the
BUI LT- UP AREA but do not show t he SHRUBLAND.

Graphi c
N A

Synbol i zati on

Characteristics Synbol Label
N A 554.1 N L
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TREE

TREE - A woody perennial plant having a self supporting main stemor trunk and
a definite crown.

Characteristics
Show t he name of the TREE.

Del i neati on
The limt of a TREE is the extent of the crown.

Depiction Conditions
If a TREE is nanmed and is of unique cultural and historical significance,
Then show.

Source Interpretation Guidelines
Al l
Depict a fallen tree as a TREE, if the depiction conditions are net.

Graphic
N A

Synboli zati on

Characteristics Synbol Label
N A 512.72 N L; Show nane
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TREES
TREES - An extensive area of land covered with woody perennial plants having a
sel f-supporting nmain stem or trunk, a definite crown and usually reaching a
mat ure height of nore than 6 feet.

Characteristics
Show t he fol | owi ng TREES based on the percentage of area covered by tree crowns:
Scattered Trees > 25% and < 50%

Unspecified Does not have to be known or specified for the
feature to be shown.

Woodl and > 50%

Show t he foll owi ng TREES based on the distinctive properties of the vegetation:
Mangr ove Tropical trees with aerial roots found only in
coastal areas.

Unspeci fi ed Does not have to be known or specified for the
feature to be shown.

Del i neati on
The imt of TREES is the extent of the treed area. The limt is the center of
the outernost trees, not the edge of their crowns.

Depi cti on Conditions

If TREES are > 0.1" (200 feet at 1:24,000 scal e) along the shortest axis and have
a crown density that is > 25%

O

I f TREES have a crown density that is > 25%and forma shelter belt (w ndbreak)
that is > 0.02" (40 feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the shortest axis,

O

I f TREES have a crown density that is > 25% are > 0.02" (40 feet at 1:24,000
scal e) along the shortest axis, and are in an arid region,

Then show.

Source Interpretation Quidelines

Al'l
Estimate the crown density by conparing the dianmeter of the crowns to the
di stance between the crowns. For exanple, if the average open space di stance
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TREES

between the crowns is equal to the average crown di aneter, the crown density
is 20% if it is three-quarters the average crown dianeter, the crown density
is 25% if it is one-half the average crown dianmeter, the crown density is
35% if it is one-quarter the average crown dianeter, the crown density is
50%

If the crown density of the TREES is scattered trees or woodl and, depict the
distinctive property of the vegetation as unspecified

If the distinctive property of the vegetation of the TREES is mangrove
depict the crown density as unspecified.

See appendix 2-A for the location of arid regions.

TREES, except for nmangrove, can coincide with LAKE/ PONDS and/ or SWAMP/ MARSH
(See the Hydrography thene for LAKE/ PONDS and SWAMP/ MARSH. )

Depict forested areas that have been clear-cut, but are expected to be
reforested, as TREES.

The mi ni mum si ze for non-linear clearings within TREES is 0.1" (200 feet at
1: 24,000 scale) along the shortest axis.

Do not show TREES in |inear clearings that are > 0.05" (100 feet at 1:24,000
scale) along the shortest axis, whether there are other linear features or
not .

Do not show TREES in linear clearings that are > 0.02" (40 feet at 1:24,000
scale) and < 0.05" (100 feet at 1:24,000 scale) along the shortest axis that
do not coincide with other linear features that neet depiction conditions.

Ceneralize the outlines where TREES have intricate outlines.

If TREES coincide with BU LT-UP AREAS (Built-up theme), show the BU LT-UP
AREAS but do not show t he TREES.

Graphi c
N A
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TREES
Synbol i zati on
Characteristics Synbol Label
Scattered Trees, 553.1 N L
Unspecifi ed
Unspeci fi ed, Mangrove 544.1 pattern N L
552.4 fil
Wbodl and, Unspecified 552.1 N L
552. 2 wooded swanp
552. 3 subner ged
wooded swanp
552. 5 subnerged
woods
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