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i, Tha ‘zurpaqe of iz woem andu*n iz o review t
.‘,np.,,,_czrt Sor Ui paz-a.mhtary enerstioss i Lucs.
_ . _ma ¥ou mi 3 o the subject of p-vvio:ss gig=-
Lot cusgions & :rrec;«od guce over the last two yeops which have

' - however, x;*::t yez‘. 2@;.2 toar "eomt&oa i the probluia.

. heceat operaticas in Lacs have demcastrated ibe
veness oF ARDY i providing o significant input to (e
e Giation's w.l-.,ourc:e:' dzte systema of intelliges
: iiion 1o coniributing to the fdentification of herd tow
A tactical aly strives srainst euewy forces in Luoy, the
e -:,.:'odu.ct hos been of coasiderable value “.s & divect 8
chraism for CLA drreguler operstions which have
io ircreasm emez.s j pr’eauum arcand ﬁavcz-al vorr'.':::-;.
E gpecific ca.aw th Vigmr‘

el has m nted out th.ﬁL .»'aR’i’:\.‘é?’ coves
c o e saccessiul defense of Hile 38 f:ma Aareh mx ou

3. "ifnfm*tanatély, the preses BT 3 o - .
@ througn out-of-ccuniry co &30 ¢ 11&13‘ and the ' o -
recessity for subordinating Lacs fuworuic; o cuhe:r aveas o |
T Serthens: fsia hos provod both ¢ 2 mefficient zud 1 o
VY has not permibtes e kisd of em G COVOrage
' wiicn i essontisn 10 o bve capabilities,
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S oy miea;iwns in Laos. althoug,h the tasking wss to be iadirect

T clent agsets within CINCPAC to ‘provide coveragc to the oxtent
Lo requested by Vientiane ..»tatioix. The message requc ted ih&t-,nﬁ‘i..'l S

0 give fald considcration to. suppors of Agency requ-emems ag R

| 'Priorit!es dictated and within the’ limitahons of availubk resourcer.

I o c~xan~ple, fcllowiwg lunﬁthy ncsmtiadoas, iha Chxef oi‘ S‘taticm. B

Sientiane, ‘was authorized in Morch 1558 -to tagk ARDY aircraft

ginte reguircementis had to be levied through. CG;‘«"DSMACTH%I to
COMUSMACV. Oh 2% ’March 1968 an AuDI‘ gaircraft in North

Lass received automadc wu.pona five and COMUS MACV cancelled : .

s1l such flights, recommendlng that covem»ve be continued in -

- Seouth Lwos, Inasmuch- a5 Site” ae in ‘\aorth Lao., was then' unc.er S

imminent threat of attack, it was requested that ARDF coverage '
be ceinstated but. this request way' t..r“ed down by CINCPAC, Cn .

. 27 April 1968 CIA Headq\mrtcrs met with ¥r, Paul Nitze, Doputy

' Secretary of Defeanse, to revlew the AI’.Dl- coverage of Laos and -

88 @ resull of ihis- mmeting. CARDY ‘coverage was reinsta.tcd through’
1 July 1968, - In a 23 May 1968 message rezponc!ing to Vientiane. .

station's roquest. for aasignmem of BC-47 aireraft 'to the Laos

' AWDF mission on a permanent basis, CINCPAC reiterated ’\‘&-\CV' v
. .priority for ulilizing assigned ARDY assets to support combat

. operations in South Vieinam and coverthe. in
Although approving ARDF coversage of Site $ o

’CI\*CPAC'B message siated: | “While the des:irabimy of . €

give Laos-wide ARDP cowrage B recagnized there are"not mfx;'

ftration cerriuors. e

, _ It ia our- understandmw the.ﬁ m addition to me cur:‘.a
- inventory oi’ 103 ARDF aircraft in Scuth Vietnam. 23 additional
ARDP aircrait are being procured by the' Department of Defénse
_and are gcheduled for delivery to South Vietnam baé,mm"w i

U Gotober 1868, In light of the incresse in the number of ARDE _
“aircraft in Southea:u Asia, 1 would lﬂce: to determine whcther curro“t -

and envisazed priorities. will: permit the pooitioning of three EC~47's

-~ in Thailand for direct tagking on & contmhing baais by the Chief cf

v'atatiou. Vientisne, in coordination with the Ambassador and appro~

. priate atiaché elements, I am aware of the priorl ty nature of A*’zht’ |

-'tax‘ eta in Vietnam and appreciate that taese may rcquire the .




. dedmatmn of all ARD aircr&i"t uvailable in the ares, ~To fngure .

C the’ raaslvauba explmmtion of our paramihtary agsets in’ Laos. ’
T however, 1 want to explore every avenue possibla to get tha

- ARDF coverage we need. .-

: 5' I wamid thwefore, apprm.iate hearing from you ae
to whether ARDF aircraft can be made available at present or in
" the immedmte future to mget aur continuing requirements. :
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