IS CRACK LESS ADDIGTIVE THAN COCAINE?

Both crack and cocaine are powerful central
nervoussystem stimulants. They areboth highly
addictive.

PARAPHERNALIA:

Lighters B Razor Blades

Tin Cans B Vials
Glass Tubes Bl Baggies
Copper Cleaning Pads

WHAT ARE THE PHYSICAL EFFECTS
OF CRACK?

Theeffectsof crack aresimilar to those of
cocaine, with someadditional risk. Dilated pupils,
increased body temperature, restlessness,
irritability, and anxiety are someof the physical
effects. Inaddition, the heart rate and blood
pressurecanrisevery rapidly. Smoking crack can
produce aggressive paranoid behavior in addicted
individuals. Whenthey attempt to stop smoking
crack they may become depressed. This
depression causes usersto usethedrug to
adleviatether depression.

Long term use can result in ulceration of themucus
membrane of the nose and damagethe septum
enoughto causeit to collapse. Additiona risk
include respiratory problems such as shortness of
breath, chest painslung traumaand bleeding. It
canalsoresultin cardiac arrest or seizures.

For additional information related to the contents of this
brochure, please contact the Office of Attorney General
Education & Outreach Unit.

Truth & Choices

The Officeof Attorney Genera hascreated this
new anti-drug program to introduce middleand
high school studentsto Shane. A popular kid from
asuburban Pennsylvaniaschool, Shanesharesthis
true story of hard choicesand near death
experiencesdueto drugsand alcohol. The
presentation featuresinterviewswith Shane (from
prison), hisfamily, law enforcement and the
medical community. It'sareality check for al
studentsand will open auniquedia ogue about the
realitiesof substanceabuse. Thereisalsoa
programfor parents. Both programsare available
on DVD and can be ordered free-of-chargefrom
the Office of Attorney General Education &
Outreach Unit.

To order a copy of the DVD and/or to request a
“Truth & Choices” school or community presentation to be
given by the Office of Attorney General, please contact our
Education & Outreach Unit foll-free at 800-525-7642

orviaemail at education@attorneygeneral.gov.
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Facts Everyone Should Know




Crack, acommon
street drug, isthe
smokable form of
cocaine. Itisoneof
the most powerful and
addictive drugs,
sometimes leaving a
person seriously
addicted after just
oneuse.

The effects of crack are similar to those of
cocaine, but there are some additional
risks. Itshigh potency and easy ability to
mix with other drugs makes crack a
serious state and national concern, while
its low price makes crack attractive to
young Users.

Pleaseread over theinformation in this
brochure, educate yourself about the
problem and report suspected crack use to
my office or your local police department.

Tom Cor bett
Attorney General

WHAT IS CRACK?

A smokableform of cocainethat isateredtoa
freebase so that it may besmoked. Crack isthe
street name given to the drug becauseit makesa
crackling sound whenitissmoked. Crack can
also beinjected by needleuse or inhaled
(snorted). It may appear to be chips, rocksor
chunksinawhite, off-whiteor yellow color. It
may look likelittle chipsof soap. Smoking alows
the high doses of cocaineto reach thebrain very
quickly and brings about animmediatehigh. Itisa
central nervoussystem stimulant. Theeffectsof
cocaineand crack arethe same. But smoking
crack producesamorerapid onset of these
effects. Crack usersexperienceaeuphoriawithin
six totenseconds. The*crash” or depression
following acrack highisusualy moreintenseand
profound than from inhaling (snorting) powder
cocane.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Crack deliversanintensity of pleasure completely
outsidethe normal range of consciousnessand

human experience. Because of thetolerance built
up during itsuse, crack leadsto severe addiction.

Crack isone of themost addictivedrugs,
sometimes|eaving aperson serioudy addicted
after just oneuse. It issmokedinaglasspipeand
can also be mixed with other drugssuch as
marijuanaand heroin. Becauseof therapid high,
cheaper priceand availability, crack isextremely
attractivetolower social economic groupsand
young users. Userscrave more and more of the
substance.

HOW MUGH DOES IT GOST?

Crack issoldfor aslittleas$5 for asmall
“rock” or $10 apacket or vial.

IS CRACK ILLEGAL?

Yes. Cocaineand crack are Schedulell drugs
and areillegal to possessandto sell. Cocainewas
oneof thefirst substancesto bemadeillegd inthe
United States asacontrolled substance.

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF USE?

red bloodshot eyes

runny nose and frequent sniffing
being alert and acting very nervous
sudden weight loss

frequently needing money

losing interest in family, friends, school,
work or other activities

appearing tired

withdrawn or careless about your
personal appearance

dramatic mood changes

insomnia

denial and lying

PACKAGING:

Crack issold as“rocks’ andispackagedina
variety of ways.

B small brown vials

B film canisters

B aluminum foil

B plastic wrap or small plastic baggies
Becauseof it small size, it can be concealed
amost anywhere.
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