
circuit celebrates centennial of
san francisco courthouse

The Ninth Circuit in 2005 marked the 100th anniversary of the James R. Browning United States 

Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, most notably with a major public event held 100 years to the day the 

Now on the National Register of Historic 
Places and eligible for national historical 

story courthouse is considered a prime 
example of  classical architecture 
popular for government buildings at 
the turn of the century.  The interior is 
finished in marble and features intricately 
handcrafted mosaics and plasterwork by 
master craftsmen and artisans.  Designed 
by James Knox Taylor, the supervising 
architect of the Department of the Treasury, 
it was originally intended to house a 
post office, courthouse and other federal 

about $50 million today.

Max Baucus of Montana led the list of distinguished 
guests for the August event.  Rep. Pelosi was the keynote 
speaker, while Sen. Baucus made a special presentation 

Montanan, Judge Browning.  A letter of congratulations 
from Sen. Barbara Boxer of California also was read 
during the ceremonies.

Senior Circuit Judge Dorothy W. Nelson at the rededication of the 100-year-old 
courthouse that bears his name.

seismic retrofitting to withstand future temblors, the 

longest serving federal judges and an architect of the 

Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco and Senator 
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in obtaining federal funding to rebuild the courthouse 

widely respected Judge Browning.

magnificent Browning courthouse bent, but did not 
break,” said Rep. Pelosi.  “Together, we worked to 
strengthen the foundation, to restore its beauty and 
make it one of the first historic and technologically smart 
buildings in the country.  Today this courthouse and 
its resplendent architecture are great sources of civic 
pride.” 

The special presentation recognized the enduring legacy of 

define the law and as an extraordinary administrator 
whose reforms and innovations launched the federal 
courts into the information age.

who helped pass legislation in the Senate renaming the 

smile.” 

Nominated by President John F. Kennedy, Judge Browning 

through 2000, the longest active tenure of any judge in 

circuit history.

Ninth Circuit Chief Judge Mary M. Schroeder, fellow 
Circuit Judges Marsha S. Berzon, Carlos T. Bea and 

Stephen A. Perry also participated in the August program, 
along with a number of special guests.

deeply honored to occupy it,” Judge Schroeder said in 
welcoming several hundred guests.

rousing John Phillip Sousa marches performed by the 

speakers portraying important historical figures.  
President Theodore Roosevelt, who held office when 

  Circuit Judge Marsha 

during the Centennial 
celebration.   Actor 
Keith McGough portrayed 

who originally dedicated the 
building in 1905.



Senior District Judge William Shubb of Sacramento describes 

baseball teams that were active in the early 1900s.

construction and presided over the dedication of the 
building, was undertaken by Ninth Circuit Judge Sidney 
R. Thomas of Billings, Mont.

Providing further historical context were remarks by 

of the Northern District of California.  The district was 

heard by the circuit and district courts.

magnificent courtrooms, judicial chambers and halls.  
Special exhibits sponsored by the Ninth Judicial Circuit 
Historical Society detailed the long careers and varied 
contributions of Judge Browning and the late Judge 
Richard H. Chambers, another former chief judge who 

The U.S. Postal Service, whose workers saved the 
courthouse from fire after the great San Francisco 

guests with commemorative envelopes bearing the 
historic cancellation date.  The post office moved from the 

The Federal Judicial Center reception in January was 
highlighted by the participation of U.S. Supreme Court 

on music and the law, and also helped dedicate chambers 
originally intended for the use of a Supreme Court justice 
while “riding the circuit.” She presided over a ceremony 

Supreme Court Circuit Justice Chambers.”  The chambers 
were included in the courthouse design, but were never 
used for their intended purpose before the practice of 

Circuit Judge Sidney Thomas and Senior Circuit Judge James 
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In honor of the Centennial, 
docents, guests, and court 
employees wore costumes 
similar to the dress of the 
early 20th century, when 

courthouse opened at Seventh 
and Mission streets in San 
Francisco.


