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Why GAO Did This Study

The Federal and District of
Columbia Government Real
Property Act of 2006 (Public Law
109-396) mandated GAQO’s review of
the property exchange between the
District and the federal
government. None of the
conveyances had occurred by the
beginning of GAO’s audit phase.
After consulting with the
congressional committees specified
in the law, GAO developed
research questions that reflect an
assessment of property exchanges
and development progress to date.
GAO'’s objectives were to
determine (1) the status of the
conveyances and transfers of the
properties identified in the law;
(2) what steps the District and the
federal government have taken
toward completing the
conveyances, what factors have
affected their completion, and what
additional steps remain; (3)what
preliminary development has
occurred on the properties
exchanged between the District
and the federal government, and
what are the current plans for use
of these properties; and (4)what
development challenges the
District and federal government
face going forward. GAO analyzed
planning and property documents;
conducted site visits; and
interviewed senior officials from
the District and the Department of
the Interior (DOI) among others.
DOI and the General Services
Administration agreed with our
findings, while the District and the
Architect of the Capitol (AOC) did
not comment on our overall
findings. All provided technical
clarifications which we
incorporated as appropriate.

To view the full product, including the scope
and methodology, click on GAO-08-684.

For more information, contact Terrell Dorn at
(202) 512-6923 or dornt@gao.gov.
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Property Conveyances between the District of
Columbia and the Federal Government Await
Completion, and Development Will Take Many Years

What GAO Found

No property conveyances between the District and the federal government
have occurred as of June 6, 2008. All transfers of administrative jurisdiction,
which do not involve the transfer of title, became effective the day (Dec. 15,
2006) that the President signed the Federal and District of Columbia
Government Real Property Act of 2006. Nine conveyances between the
Secretary of the Interior and the District, excluding Poplar Point, are planned
to be completed by the end of summer 2008. The District intends to complete
the conveyance of Poplar Point by the fall of 2009, if it is able to meet several
conditions in the law, including developing a Secretary of the Interior-
approved land-use plan. The date for the completion of the conveyances of
title between the General Services Administration and the District is uncertain
and depends on an agreement between the District and the AOC on the
District conveying not more than 12 acres of District property to the AOC.

Although the District and the federal government have taken several steps to
complete the conveyances, several factors have affected their efforts, and
additional steps must be taken to complete the conveyances. The District and
the National Park Service formed working groups as a first step toward
completing the conveyances. However, negotiations about cleanup; testing
properties for contamination; disagreement over land to be conveyed as part
of the Boathouse Row properties, two properties along the western shores of
the Anacostia River; and decision changes about environmental impact
statement development for Poplar Point have slowed the completion of the
conveyances between the District and Secretary of the Interior.

Limited development has occurred on property already transferred or to be
conveyed between the District and the federal government. Development will
take many years to complete because the District must first develop plans for
most of these sites. For example, commercial and residential development of
Poplar Point is not likely to begin until 2011 because of the steps, such as the
development of a land-use plan, which must be completed before the
conveyance can occur. Development may take over a decade to complete at
Poplar Point.

The District and the federal government face several challenges as they move
forward to develop or manage the exchanged properties. For example, some
cleanup and development uncertainties, such as the extent and location of the
cleanup required, will likely affect the timeliness of property development at
Poplar Point. Other challenges facing the District include (1) transitioning the
Deputy Mayor’s Office from policymaking and oversight roles to the lead in
coordinating development, a function that has not been the Deputy Mayor’s
Office core business, and (2) reaching community agreement about
development at Poplar Point.

United States Government Accountability Office



http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-684
mailto:dornt@gao.gov
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-684


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


