FLOOD TRACKING CHART FOR THE POTOMAC RIVER BASIN o

PENNSYLVANIA

For real-time data, access the U.S. Geological Survey "Home Page" at http://md.usgs.gov/rt-cgi/gen_tbl_pg. \
j POTOMAC RIVER

The National Weather Service provides stage and forecast information at http://marfcws1.met.psu.edu/Forecasts/
or call (703) 260-0305 for a recorded telephone message.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provides stages at stations it operates at:
http://nab71.nab-wc.usace.army.mil/cgi-bin/summary-cgi?poto.
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TO CONVERT STAGE TO SEA LEVEL

EXAMPLE: Potomac River at Hancock, Maryland
If stage = 36.29 feet, and

sea level conversion (SLC) = 383.68 feet, 18—
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The “Flood Tracking Chart for the Potomac
River Basin” can be used by local citizens and emer-
gency-response personnel to track and record the latest
river stage and predicted flood-crest information during a
flood event. By comparing the most current river stage
(water-surface elevation above mean sea level) and pre-
dicted flood crest to the recorded peak stages of previous
floods, emergency-response personnel and residents can
make informed decisions concerning the threat to life and
property. The flood-tracking chart shows a map of the
Potomac River Basin, the location of major streamflow-
gaging stations in the basin, and graphs of historical
recorded peak stages at the gaging stations. Each graph
represents a gaging station and has a scaled axis on
which to record the most recently reported river stage
from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). The predicted
flood-crest information from the National Weather
Service (NWS) can also be recorded on each graph.

During a flood, the USGS provides current river-
stage information to the public through news releases
and, more directly, through the USGS “Home Page” on
the Internet. The Maryland-Delaware-District of Columbia
District of the USGS displays available real-time river-
stage data on the World Wide Web at the following
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address: http://md.usgs.gov/rt-cgi/gen_tbl_pg.

The NWS has direct access to all information col-
lected by the USGS for use in its forecasting models, and
routinely broadcasts the forecast information to the news
media and on shortwave radio. The radio frequencies are

162.400 MHz (megahertz) in Moorefield, W. Va., and
Baltimore, Md.; 162.475 MHz in Hagerstown, Md.,
Salisbury, Md., and Philadelphia, Pa.; and 162.550 MHz
in Manassas, Va., and Lewes, Del.

To use the flood-tracking chart for a particular
property, determine the approximate elevation of the

threatened property and record the elevation in the box
at the lower left corner of the map along with the eleva-
tion of the “key gaging station.” The “key gaging station”

is the gaging station closest to the threatened property.
For example, people living in Washington, D.C., would
use the Potomac River near Washington, D.C. as their
“key gaging station.” Using the news media, Internet, or
shortwave radio, obtain the latest river-stage information
on a regular basis. Record the information for each sta-

tion, especially the “key gaging station,” and convert the
river stage to sea level (see the example in the lower left
corner of the map). A sea level conversion (SLC) factor is

shown on the corresponding graph for each station and

can be added to the current river stage and also to the
historical recorded peak stages to relate the information
to sea-level elevation. Compare the information to the
elevation of the property to determine if the property has
an impending threat of flooding. It is important to
remember that the surface of flowing water is not flat,
but rather, has a slope. Therefore, the water-surface eleva-
tion near a threatened property may not be exactly the
same as the river stages at the gaging stations.

The network of streamflow-gaging stations in the
Potomac River Basin is funded and operated by the
USGS Maryland-Delaware-District of Columbia and West
Virginia Districts in cooperation with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, the Maryland Geological Survey, the District
of Columbia Department of Public Works, the Upper
Potomac River Commission, the West Virginia
Department of Natural Resources, and the West Virginia
Consolidated Federal Power Commission. For more infor-
mation about USGS programs in Maryland, Delaware, or
the District of Columbia., contact the State
Representative, U.S. Geological Survey, at (410) 238-
4200. For more information about USGS programs in
West Virginia, contact the State Representative, U.S.
Geological Survey, at (304) 347-5130.
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