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Senator Richard G. Lugar
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1401

Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr.
383 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Richard Durbin
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1401

February 27, 2009
Dear Senator Lugar, Senator Casey, and Senator Durbin:

The undersigned international relief and development organizations applaud your leadership in
promoting global food security with the introduction of the Global Food Security Act (S.384).
We have long fought for the underlying principles driving the legislation and are pleased that the
walls of Congress are beginning to echo our cries.

Solutions are needed to address the estimated 1 billion people that suffer from chronic food
insecurity. Lasting improvementsin food security can be reliably ensured with

adequate financia and technical resources for sustainable agricultural development. Studies
show that investments in agriculture produce the highest returnsin rural poverty aleviation and
increased food security. In addition, when emergency food assistance is necessary, aid must be
structured in away that vulnerable families do not have to wait four to six months for U.S. food
shipmentsto arrive.

The bill not only addresses the emergency needs of those suffering from the ongoing food crisis,
but offerslong term food security solutions by investing in agriculture and rural devel opment.
We are heartened by the legislation’s recognition of the critical role that women throughout the
world play in agriculture and family nutrition. By providing assistance in forms that benefit the
women working on family farms using local resources, your bill promises efficient and effective
investment in food production and well-being for those who need it most. In addition, we
welcome the introduction of a Special Coordinator for Global Food Security and support its
integration into a modernized foreign assistance strategy.

We look forward to working with you on this important issue and, on behalf of hungry families
around the world; we thank you for your |eadership.
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Women Organizing for Change in Agriculture & NRM
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