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Oregon National Guard Gearsup for a“Hot” Fire Season

"

Oregon Army National Guard aircrews practice iwater dropst in preparation for the
upcoming Oregon fire season. Pictured is a CH-47 iChinooki helicopter.

Photos and story by
Saff Sgt. Nick Choy
Sentinel Managing Editor,
Sate Public Affairs Office

Throughout history, fire has both
served mankind as a resource, and
plagued him with destruction. In
Oregon, thewildfire season startsin
earnest as the days grow long and
temperaturesrise. Fighting onthefront
linesof the battleto protect both lives
and property arethe men and women
of the Oregon Air and Army National
Guard.

The two Army National Guard
Aviation units; the 1042nd, based in
Salem, and Detachment 1-Delta 113t
based in Pendleton; work alongside
other Nationa Guard units, theBureau
of Land Management, US Forest
Service,Bureau of IndianAffairs, and
the Oregon Department of Forestry, as
well asother stateand federa agencies
inorder to protect livesand property
fromwildfires.

The Det. 1-113th utilizes CH-47
iChinooksT while the 1042"d  uses
UH-60 iBlackhawk helicoptersi, and
one UH-60 iFirehawki, aspecially-
modified Blackhawk designed
pecificdly tohdpfightfires. According
toaircrews, thework ischallenging,
and sometimesdangerous.

1 You have an 18,000-pound bucket
of water under a 30,000-pound
helicopter,i says 113th helj copter
instructor pilot Chief Warrant Officer
Michael Bennett. iYouiredoingal this
and youirefighting crosswinds... itis
risky business.i

Typically, after aforest firehasbeen
detected, the Emergency Operations
Center in Salem contacts the State
Aviation Officer, whointurncallsthe
National Guard unitsonrotation. Air
crews, who areon call throughout the
fire season, always have their gear
packed for field duty, and can report
to thefire base within 24 hours after
recaelvingthecdl.

1 We are normally the second call
after thecivilian agencies,i saysBennett.
1 We provide quick response and fill-
in. They call usbecausethey needthe
supportimmediately, and sinceweare
alocal asst, alot of thetimeweirethe
first onesthered

Onceon scene, Aircrewsare met by
support personnd, aviation mechanics,
andrefuding personnel fromtheir unit.
Pre-flight briefingsinform crewswhat
part they will play inthemisson, andto
whom they will report. All ground
operaionsareoverseen by anAviation

See “Firefighting: A Real-World
Mission” on Pg. 15

L ettersFrom the Desert; Bravo Co. 52 Engineersand 82 ROC in Iraq

Citizen Soldiers Write of Challenges and Accomplishments

Member s of the Oregon National Guard were mobilized in early 2002 —along with their
full-time counter parts — and forward deployed to theaters of operations throught Irag.

While accounts of the campaign reported back to an eager population in the states were
facilitated by “ embedded journalists’ working for Associated Press, United Press Interna-
tional, CNN, and other news agencies, some information came through less-formal, and
indeed more basic avenues —letters and e-mail to family and friends sent from military
troops on thegroundin Iraq.

The Oregon Sentinel would like to share with you some of these poignant and touching
letters from our citizen soldiers. Please see page 14 for the photo montage and text.

A UH-60 Blackhawk lands near a forward base in Irag.
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Command Focus

Aswegoto presswiththefirst edition
of the Oregon Sentinel, themajor combat
operations have officially ended in both
Irag and Afghanistan, but both theaters
of operations are very dangerous
environmentsfor our military members
and the civilians who are serving our
nationisinterests. Currently, the Oregon
National Guard is represented in
Southwest Asia by the soldiers in the
82" Rear Operations Center; B
Company, 52" Engineers; and 1%
Battalion, 162 Infantry. They aredoing
an outstanding job while performing very
demanding missions. Please keep these
soldiers and their families in your
thoughts and prayers until they can
return home safely. If you hear of any
specia concerns from the families or
employers of our deployed soldiers, do
not hesitate to let the Military
Department know.

Sincethe commencement of hostilities
with Irag, we have been heavily involved
in the missions that have been directed
by our National Command Authority.
We have Air Guard personnel from the
1739 and 142™ Fighter Wings all over
theworld. Inaddition, the 641 Medica
Battalion is assigned to Ft. Bragg, and
the 1249 Engineer Battalion is
preparing to perform force protection
missions at numerous locations in the
Northwest. May they all come home
safely when their missionsare complete.

We are proud of each and every one of
them.

On another note, the training
reguirements for the remainder of our
units must still be accomplished. The
annual training cycleisupon usagain. |
urge each of you to get as much
completed to standard as you can. 6
our future depends on maintaining awell-
trained force. But always remember
safety must befirst and foremost in your
minds at al times. | look forward to
viditing asmany training Sitesaspossible.

In the next few years, you will see
and hear about the many eventsdesigned
to commemorate the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. Asthebicentennial of their
Oregon expl orations approach, we will
be directly involved in educating the
public on the accomplishments of their
journey.

Thefuture holds many challengesfor
our Armed Forces as a whole. The
concept of Homeland Security will
dictate a somewhat different approach
to defending our nation than we have
witnessed in the past. We may see a
few new organizations formed, but the
basic missionsof the National Guard will
not change. We will train to Air Force
and Army standards in order to
effectively respond to any contingency.

At the state level, we are on a course
to develop a true joint headquarters.
The long-term vision includes a

Maj. Gen. Alexander H. Burgin,
The Adjutant General

headquarters that will include
members from the Army Reserve,
Coast Guard, Marine Corps Reserve,
as well as other elements from the
Department of Homeland Security.
The end result will make us a better
organization to serve the needs of our
citizens.

Regardless of the unique
deployments we have experienced or
the future mission requirements and
expectations, our strength lies not in
our equipment or in our facilities, but
in the professional men and women
who fill our ranks. The service they
provide to our state and nation, and
the sacrifices made by their families,
could never be praised enough. | am
proud to servewith al of you. Thank
you for your dedication and patriotism.

Sromine Eciior

Welcome to the premiere issue of The
Oregon Sentinel. We have instituted
several design changes, as well as un-
veil abrand new masthead. As always,
we strive to bring you the most up-to-
date news, stories, and feature articles
from your National Guard units across
the state, nation, and world. I person-
ally invite you to help us to make the
The Sentinel the best military news
publication; by giving us your feedback,
letters, story ideas, and submissions.
This is your newsletter, and we need
your help to make it the best ever.

(o] Maj. Arnold Strong, Editor in Chief

Transformation
is an overused
word in our daily
lexicon as
members of the
21st century
fighting force that
is todayis Air
National Guard, but
in Oregon, we are
seeing a trans-
formation in our
daily lives. At the
recent Adjutant
Generalis
Conference,
Oregon, like all
other states and
U.S. territories,
received initial guidance from our new Director of the
National Guard Bureau, Army Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, to
begin transforming into ajoint posture no later than thefirst
day of fiscal year 2004 (Oct. 1st). In order to streamline
operational excess while preserving our focus and
maintaining unity of command, the plan is to create joint
forces headquarters out of the Air, Army and Adjutant
General Staffs that exist in most National Guard
organizations. Oregon is once again ahead of the curve as
we were aready deep into this transition, with many Air
and Army roles already mutually supportive. At the
command staff in Salem, the Air Guard hasreceived anew
voice of leadership with the promotion of Brigadier General
Wayne Green to the position of Joint Chief of Staff, Oregon
Joint Forces Command. Green is a troop-focused leader
with experience and competence that is well known
throughout the Pacific Northwest. Hisaddition to the senior
staff will proveinvaluableto the citizen airmen and soldiers
of the Oregon National Guard.

On another note, the 142nd Wing wasjust recognized for
itsexcellenceinflying over 60,000 hoursincident-free. This
extraordinary accomplishment is the first time that any
National Guard wing hasreached thismilestone. Not only
was Oregon Air National Guard the first wing to be 100%
stood up on September 11th, 2001, we continue to set the
example in our unmatched safety record.

Way to go, Redhawks!

Chief Master Sgt. J. Wayne Stuart,
Command Chief Master Sergant

Itis Summer, and
already weive
received tragic
news of citizen-
soldiers allowing
their standards of
safety to slacken.
Two soldiers were
killed recently in a
single-vehicle
traffic accident just
outside an armory
in North Portland

Meanwhileinthe
Persian Gulf, a
member of Bravo
Company, 52nd
Engineers was
seriously injuredin
a traffic incident
while the convoy
triedto avoid deadly
sniper fire. Regardless of the location or circumstances,
safety must be our number one concern. It is not a matter
of adding aiSafetyi paragraph to our orders process, nor is
it anissuethat can be summarized in acolumn of this paper.
It isaprocess that must be integrated into the way we view
our roles as citizen-soldiers and airmen of the Oregon
National Guard and as the fighting arm of the National
Command Authority. Think and plan before you get behind
thewhed sothat weal might avoid making aterrible mistake.

Not since the Second World War have we seen this kind
of military operations tempo. Oregon National Guard
membersare securing the ports of Kuwait, escorting convoys
in and out of Baghdad, maintaining the flow of logistical
support into the Iraqi theater, rebuilding infrastructure in a
war-torn land, and managing and executing medical
evacuation tasking at Fort Bragg.

Closer to home, we are keeping the skies and bases of the
Pacific Northwest secure by supporting the Homeland
Security mission, Noble Eagle |1, and weire preparing for
another potentialy brutal fire season with fire-suppression
training for our helicopter crewsand firefighter training for
our soldierson the ground.

The new State Readiness Center is now open for business

unifying our assets in order to provide the Governor a
centralized control platform for directing emergency
operations. Oregon has met the call to serve and is
performing far beyond expectations. Weareliving up to our
motto, “ When we are needed, we are there.” Letis
continue to do so through a mindset of safety.

[ ]
Command Sgt. Maj. Donald F.
Newman, State Command Sergant
Major

The Oregon Sentind

The Sentinel is the unofficial publication au-
thorized under the provisions of AR-360-1. It
is designed and published monthly by the
Oregon Military Department Public Affairs Of-
fice, PO Box 14350, Salem, Oregon, 97309,
(503) 584-3917. The views and opinions ex-
pressed in the Sentinel are not necessarily
those of the departments of the Army and Air
Force. The Sentinel is distributed free to
members of the Oregon Army and Air Na-
tional Guard and to other interested persons
at their request. Circulation 11,500.

Stories and photos from the field are
gratefully accepted. We need your in-
put to insure better coverage.

Guard members and their families are en-
couraged to submit any articles meant to in-
form, educate or entertain readers of the Or-
egon Sentinel, including stories about in-
teresting Guard personalities and unique unit
training. Letters to the editor are also wel-
come. All letters must include the authoris
name, address and daytime phone number.
Names may be withheld in print upon request,
but all letters must be signed. Letters may
also be edited prior to use. Submission dead-
lines are the 1st of each month.
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OverdueKayakersThankful
for National Guard Lifesavers

Prepared by Oregon Sentinel Saff
Photos contributed by Aida Parkinson

Members of the Oregon National
Guard spend countless hours
training for “the call”, but secretly
hope that it never comes. Most of
the time, rescue crews arrive on
scene to find injured or missing
persons, and at times, worse.

So it’s no surprise that when a
distress call or missing persons report
ends on a happy note, there comes a
feeling of celebration and gratitude.
But like many rescuers, Oregon’s
Search And Rescue teams remain
unsung heroes, knowing that a job
well-done is thanks enough.

Recently, a 1042nd search and
rescue crew were dispatched to
locate an overdue boating party on
the lllinois River in the Kalmiopsis
Wilderness area of the Siskiyou
Mountains located in Southwest
Oregon. What follows is a letter of
appreciation from a member of that

group.

> 48

v,

A 1042nd Air Ambulance flight medic is
winched back onboard after checking on
the boaters.

“We were safe and well when the
Blackhawk crew found us at
approximately 1300 hours just
downstream of the mouth of the Collier
Creek on the Curry County side of the
[llinois River. We were scheduled to
reach the Oak Flat take-out on Friday,
April 25, but several days of rain had
raised theriver levels. Becauseof high
water combined with cold weather, we
€elected to remain camped at Deadman
Bar about four miles above the Green
Wall section of the Illinois River until
the weather improved or theriver level
dropped. The Del Norte County
(California) Search and Rescue was
notifed that we were overdue on
Saturday, and initiated the search that
eventually brought the Oregon Guard
helicopter.

The Green WAl is the largest rapid
on the Illinois River and has the
potential tofliparaft. Belowthe Green
Wall are several other rapids that are
also difficult to negotiate when the
river is flowing heavily. Although we
had six kayakers in the party in
addition to the single raft, the success
of the trip depends on the ability to get
all membersin the party safely through
all the rapids. Even though the water
level on Monday wasashigh or dightly
higher than on Friday, the weather was
considerably better, which improved
our ability to get the raft down the
Green Wall.

We were fairly sure someone would
be dispatched to look for us after we
were several days late. We were
essentially out of food, and would have

on an overdue boating party in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area of Southwest Oregon.

been in real need of supplies had we
not been able to travel out on Monday.

We would like to thank the National
Guard for their efforts. It was truly a
wonderful sight to watch the skilled pilot
and crew performtheir jobs. When we
asked the sergant who dropped down
to uswherethey had comefrom, he said
Salem, but that they had been in
Afganistan on Friday. We were
astounded and honored to be able to
talk to someonewho had beenin harm's
way so recently and who had come
home safely. He assured us there was
no place in Afganistan as beautiful as
an Oregon river in springtime.

We did not get the name of the
sergeant with whom we spoke, nor the
names of the rest of the crew but we
hope you will express our deepest
gratitude to them and our pride in the
Oregon National Guard.”

Sncerely,
Aida Parkinson
McKinleyville, California

Copies of this letter were also sent
by Ms. Parkinson to the Sate Public
Affairs Officer, Maj. Arnold Srong,
Sate Rep. Mike Thompson (D), 1st
District, Calif., and Congressman
Peter DeFazio, (D), 4th District,
Ore.

Members of the rescue crew that
day included; Chief Warrant
Officers 3rd Class Bill Wilkins and
Earl Poole as the pilot and co-pilot
team, Crew Chief Sgt. Mark Carter,
and flight medic Sgt. Troy Waddell
on the hoist.

| am sure that | speak for the
pilots and crew in telling you that
the honor was theirs as they are men
and women that truly love doing
their jobs.

And although we know that
‘getting the job done’ is always
thanks enough, when someone
writes a heart-felt letter like this, it's
like... well, icing on the cake.
Awesome job guys... keep up the
great work.

0 Ed.

“*Singing Patriot” AnswersImportant Call to Society and Country

By Spc. LukeElliot
115th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

L ake Oswego, Ore.—Serving the
community isnot anew concept for Sgt.
Daniel 1. Johnson, of the 82Nd Rear
Operation Cell (ROC). During the
normal workweek, Johnson servesas
a state trooper for the Oregon State
Police. Eacheveninghegoeshomeand
devotes time to his wife and eight
children. On Sundays, heisactivein
hischurch, and also attendsdrillsasa

Sgt. Daniel I. Johnson sings the Star-
Spangled Banner at 82nd ROC
Activation Ceremony.

soldier inthe Oregon National Guard.
Nearly every aspect of Johnsonislife
involves service to others, but in
February, Johnson began anew eraof
service; marked by hisvoice, and the
singing of the national anthem at the
activation ceremony of the82nd ROC.

Like many others in the National
Guard, Johnson hasbeencdledtoserve
in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. Singing the Star Spangled
Banner wasjust the beginning of what
could be up to a one year tour for
Johnson and therest of hispeersfrom
the ROC. He doesnit take hisduty
lightly and he knows the freedoms
echoed in Francis Scott Keyiswords
donit comewithout sacrifice.

iltisnot alight thing when youire
asked to render the Star Spangled
Banner to your peers,i said Johnson.
150, | took it serioudly, likeraising the
flag or saluting asenior officer 6itwas
asarvicefor thefamiliesand thetroops
to encourage and motivatethemto do
their jobstothebest of their ability while
reminding usal, including myself, that
we have a great nation and should
never abuse our freedoms, because
they didnit comewithout sacrifice.l

Johnson, an advocate of homeland
defense, views Operation Enduring
Freedom asacivic responsibility he
wantstoliveupto.

1Weive been attacked at home, and
| believethat our families, friendsand
coworkers deserve protection,i said
Johnson. 1They deserve to be
represented well intheeffort todedwith
an aggressiveforceof terrorism.i

Johnson and the 82Nd ROC, Ieft
Oregon in February for Ft. Lewis,
Washington.  Despite future
uncertainties, Johnson maintains a
positiveattitudeand findscomfortinthe
knowledge that heill be in good
company.

1 Weive been called and activated,i
said Johnson. ilim honored to go
wherever [im needed 6 especidly with
thetroopslimwith.i

Johnson, likemany other soldiers was
transferred from adifferent unittojoin
the82nd ROC for thedeployment. The
adjustment wasnit asdifficult ashefirst
envisioned; many of thesoldiersinthe
82nd ROC, already knew him.

Capt. Scott D. Farish, a planning
officer for the82NdROC, felt Johnson
and hisican- doi attitudewasapositive
additiontotheunit.

iltishisnatureto serve 6 heisthe
typeof personwhoisalwaystrying to
help peoplei Farish said.

Though serviceand caring for people
areat theforefront of Johnsonis core
vaues, hedoesit fed they conflict with
theideaof defenseor hisinvolvement
with the National Guard. Instead, he

believes they are analogous to each
other.

1Just becauseyouire apeaceful and
caring person, doesnit mean you canit
defend against forces that would or
could disrupt that peace,i Johnson said.

Johnson likensthe desirefor peace
and hiswarrior spirit to the definition
of meekness.

iSome people think the word
meekness means weakness, but
meeknessmeanssomething different
meekness is to have your mind and
physica ability ready and waiting for a
lawful order,i saysJohnson. 1Thatis
what beinginthe National Guardisal
about6 being well-trained, prepared
andwillingto act whenthelawful order
comes.i

Thelawful order camefor Johnson
just asit has for many other citizen-
soldiersthroughout Oregon. Withthe
United Statesinvolvedin conflictinthe
Middle East, soldierscontinueto step
up to the plate, putting on auniform
that represents social responsibility 6
arespons bility Johnson and hispeers
takeserioudy.

IThisisour Country. Thisisour
backyard. Somebody comesin my
backyard thatis not welcome, lim
gonnahaveto ask themtoleave,i said
Johnson. iThatis essentially what
weiredoing here.
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freedom and democracy in Iraq.

Community Joins
Forces to Rally
Support for Troops
and Families

Photos and story by
Saff Sgt. Rebekah-maeN. Bruns
41st Brigade Public Affairs

Salem, Ore.—Massesswarmed the
streetsof the Capitol last March with
jutting placardsas shoutsand poignant
criesfilledthecool Oregonair. No, it
was not an anti-war protest. Instead,
peoplefrom around the state gathered
for a growing movement known as
éSupport Our Troops.i

Inardly that assembled nearly 2,000
citizens, shouts of
Troopsi and iLiberate Irag,i were

TR ey . i
" i .

iSupport our,

L] F

= 0OUR ' _
g TROOPS & i

heard throughout an infectious and
colossal crowd of people on the steps
of the Stateiscapitol in Salem, Ore. just
following thestart of thelrag campaign
inMarch.

The movement, intended to avert a
possible backlash similar to the ones
experienced during the Vietnam era,
was created to show troops that
American citizens stand behind them
during their campaign in Irag. The
movement sept acrossthe country just
before the onset of the war, as
committed supporters showed
servicemen and women they were
anxiousto offer their assistancein any
way they can.

Despite the overall success and
popular support of therally, therewere
other citizenswho showed up to voice
their dissent of war and U.S. policy.
Gathering outsidetherobust crowd of
supporters, anti-war protestersbrought

An unidentified woman supports US military personnel
by wrapping herself in a US flag.

signswith proclamations
suchas, iINotinmy name;
and iPeaceispatriotic.i

Confrontations arose
between the two crowds
but endedinsmall groups
of generd discussionswith
both sdesgiving argument
for their choices.

iThey have aright to
their opinion , but they
need to readlize they are
putting soldiers at risk,T
ol said Phillip Ramsdell, an
organizer of the Salem
event. IAnti-war protests
make Saddam feel that if
he holds out, they will
change policy instead of
complying with
disarmament.i

When Ramsdell

discovered the 1249th

- e . — R ._ﬂ
gt SUPPORT | TROOPS ¥
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Oregon citizens, including retired military personnel, gather at the State Capital in Salem, Ore. last March to show their support for American troops fighting for

Engineer Battalion, an Oregon Army
Nationa Guard bettaion approximately
450 strong headquartered in Salem,
Ore., was being activated and
deployedto anundisclosedlocationin
support of the Global War on Terror,
he made it his mission to ensure the
unitiswell-being. Heplanstohelpthe
community support thedeployment in
ameaningful way.

1A ot of peoplesay they support our
troops but supporting our troops does
not mean just waving theflag,i said
Ramsdéll. ilt means supporting them
financialy, supporting them with our
hearts and supporting them with our
prayers.i

Realizing there can sometimesbea
large disparity between a service
memberis income from the civilian

what thefamily canget out of thisfund,i
said Ramsdell. ilt is based on need
andthereisflexibility unlikethe state
fund cap of $150.1

IWhen they hear their familiesare
being taken care of, they aregoing to
know thereis real commitment and
sacrificebehind thisand that itisnot just
theflag going up.1

Oregon citizenshave offered other
typesof assstanceaswell. Child care,
home repairs, telephone cards and
lettersarejust of few of thewaysour
citizensareheping.
Onelocal businessman sends
anonymouschecksweekly to afamily
of adeployed soldier. Thesemonies
comein part from donationsfrom his
customers, which hematches. A
different family ischosen each week.

sector and their
military pay, citizens
donated over
$2,800 in an effort
tohelp soldiersand
their families with
possible looming
financial problems.
Themoney, whichis
intended to ease
financia burdensfor
deployed service
members so they
can focus their
attention onthewar
effort  without
distraction, will
become part of an
emergency relief
fund and will be
administered by the
1249th Engineer
Battalion Family
Program.

1 We have not
established alimitto

Supporters wave US flags, showing support for troops de-
ployed to Iraq.
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Guard Memberson Target at Adjutant General’sM atch

Combat-Oriented Training Helps Service Members Sharpen Sdills

Sory and photos by
Saff Sgt. Rebekah-MaeN. Bruns
Public Affairs Office, 41st Brigade

Camp Rilea, Ore.—Shotsrang out
across Camp Rilea as the Adjutant
Generals Match began its annual
competition 6 and what has become
anervecell for theNational Guardis
finest shooters.

Magter Sgt. Jeff Arngt, an organizer
of theevent, seesthelittle-publicized
match asagold minefor fast paced,
combat oriented training.

1'Youiredoing thetypeof firing that
youwould doincombat,i saidArnst.
iltissnap exposurewhereanindividud
needsto fireafew quick shots.i

The competition is comprised of
three main categories, the machine
gun, 9mm pistol and the rifle.
Subsequently, each Battalionin the
stateisallotted agroup consisting of
four memberseach for the pistol and
riflecompetitions, and two members
for the machine gun team. Fifty-

A shooter takes aim on the M-16 firing range.

percent of the aforementioned dements
must benew attendeesto the A djutantis
Match.

IThisishow wekeep new shooters
coming to thematch,T saidArnst.

Theannual state competitionisjust
the beginning for some. Top shooters
are asked to advance to the national
level to compete at the Winston P,
Wilson match held in Little Rock,
Arkansas, and may move on to the
internationd level to competeontheAll
Guard Team.

As the United States continues to
carry out itsmission onthe Globa War
on Terror, marksman skillsfor soldiers
like Staff Sgt. KevinMaries, carry even
greater importance.

1 You areintroduced to new shooting
techniquesand positionsthat are not
practiced for theyearly qualification,
said Maries. ilf | were activated |
would hopethe guy next to mewould
possess the type of advanced

» h

Staff Sgt, Alan Ezelle takes aim in the 9mm catagory at the Adjutant Generals Match.
Ezaile, a member of the the 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry placed 3rd in the match.

marksmanship skills that this
competitionteaches.

Some of thosetechniquesinclude
shooting at varying distances with
different types of multiple targets,
targetsthat areredigticinterpretations
of enemy soldiers. Moreover, shooters
get the opportunity to fireat moving
targetsfrom thekneeling, sitting and
pronepositions, al of which aremeant
to cresteamoreredistic setting for the
soldier.

Inaworld of advanced technol ogy,
Arngt recognizesthat not al battle can
be conducted by computers or high
tech systemsof weaponry. Intheend,
Arnst feelsbattlestill comesdown to
the service member and his or her
markmanshipskills.

1A skilled marksmanwould havea
higher probability of afirtstimehit,1
saidArnst. iThefina element of any
decisive engagement isthe ability of
soliders to put accurate and deadly
small armsfireontarget.i

Shooters line up on tl

__ ; Il
he 9mm course.

Editor’s Note: For more
information about the Small Arms
Readiness Training (SARTYS)
Program, go to www.mil.state.or.us/
sarts

Talk to Your Boss About Being a Unit Public Affairs Representative

By Spc. Luke Elliot
115th Mobile Public Affairs Detatchment

I magine showing up for your week-
end drill. You grab acopy of the Or-
egon Sentind, and you seeadtory, com-
plete with photos and cutlines, on
something you recently took partin, or
better yet 6 something your unit re-
cently completed.

Aspublicaffairspersonnd, westrive
totell thesoldiersi stories, but thefact
of the matter is there are too many
events and guardmembers for us to
cover. Withjust ahandful of public af-
fairs personnel and nearly 9,000 sol-
diersandarmenliving acrossthedtate,
wearein need of assistancefromthe
units

Theadjutant general isendorsing a
program to encourage each unitto pick
arespons ble, dedicated guardmember
to represent each unit.

Somemigtakenly beievetherolesand
respongbilitiesof apublic affairsrep-
resentative in their unit, or UPAR,
would betoo much work ontop of an
dready full listsof duties.

Afully operating UPAR positioncan

bevery demanding, but the planisto
start training and encouraging UPARS
towriteinterna storiesabout their units
andthesoldiersand armenwithinthem.
As the program devel ops across the
state, UPARSs can seek additional train-
ing to enhance other missions.

1The UPARIsprimary responsibility
isto feed content and issuesup to the
public affairs office at the state head-
guarters,i said Magj. Arnold Strong,
statepublic affairsofficer. iThekey is
that weinthestate public affairsoffice
recelveso littleinput from the unitsthat
our publication often comes across
looking likeaéH agpolei edition, focus-
ing too much on issues affecting the
command and headquarterswhile not
accurtately reflecting the hard work of
soldiersinthefield.t

Other skills UPAR personnel will
learn about in the future are crafting
pressreleasesfor the units, communi-
cating the successes of commandsand
interacting withthemedia, accordingto
theNationa Guard UPAR Handbook.

Enlisted soldiersareexactly what the
command needs for the UPAR pro-
gram, according to an Oregontraining

video, iUnit PA Training: Settingup a
PA Programi. Other suggestionsfor
pickingaUPAR areto choose some-
one willing to dedicate two to three
yearsto the program and pick some-
onewhoismatureand responsible.

Perhaps somefed that having apub-
licaffairsrepresentativewould not ben-
efittheir unit.

Over timethe benefitswill become
clear as you readlize you canit avoid
public affairs. Whether dealing with
membersof your unit or the commu-
nity, public affairsisal around you. Itis
andl-encompassing effort withaprin-
ciplegod of ensuring your unitiswell
accepted and supported in the com-
munity, according to the handbook.

Having an effective UPAR program
will help establish and maintain good
will and public acceptanceé essentia
for your unit to be combat ready and
successtul.

HavingaUPAR inaunit also pro-
videstheunit someinternal benefits.
iUnit Public Affairsrepresentatives
makeavitd differencetotheunitsthey
serve by enabling their commandersto
highlight the successof their organiza-

tionswhileremaining operationdly fo-
cused,i said Strong.t TheUPAR aso
servesasalink between thecommand
andthecommunity.

Every guardmember should under-
stand theimportance of handling inter-
na and externd informationand theim-
portance of getting thisinformation out
to our audiences. Thisis the reason
public affairsisorganizingthe UPAR
program and isrequesting at least one
person per unit to attend training to
becometheir unitis public affairsrep-
resentative. Thisrepresentativecould
beyou.

It has been said that the pen is
mightier than sword. However, aslong
asyouireuniform, youwill never per-
manently turninthisproverbia sword
for pen, butif youjointhe UPAR pro-
gram, you might experiencethe power
of wielding both.

If you are interested in helping to
tell your units’ story, bring it up with
your chain of command and let them
know you would like to be a part of
the Unit Public Affairs Representa-
tive Program.



Spring 2003

The Oregon Sentinel

Page 6

Messecar Firg FemaleCoal.iIn ORANG

Sets Milestone, Examplefor Other Female Members Outgtanding Unit

Photo by Senior Airman Tim Warren

Col. Deborah C. Messecar, first female colonel in the Oregon Air National Guard,
meets with MSgt. Bill Ford in her office at the 142 Medical Group clinic.

M essecar, commander of the 1427d
Medical Group, hasbeenan ORANG
member and assigned to theunit since
October 1982 when she joined as a
nurse. Shelater becametheunitischief
nurse. Sheaccepted command inJune
2002, overseeing over 70 members
including four fulltimepersonndl.

1A ccepting the command of the 142
Medical Group has been the biggest
challengel have ever acceptedin my
professiond life.l Said Col. Messecar.

By Maj. MikeAllegre
Public Affairs Officer, HQ, ORANG

PORTLAND, Ored It wasthefirst
promotion of itskindinthe OregonAir
National Guard. On March 6, 2003,
Deborah C. Messecar becamethefirst
female promoted to therank of colonel
inthehistory of the OregonAir Nationa
Guard.

Total Force Found Effective
Airmen Work Together to Complete Mission

By Airman 1st ClassDavid Jackson
40th Air Expeditionary Wing, Public Affairs Office

Thesx-person 40th Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadronis(CES) Explosive
Ordnance Disposal team proves every day that the Air Forcesi Total Force
Concept doeswork. Comprised of twoAir Force Reservists, two active-duty
membersand two Air National Guardsmen, the team has been working since
May 28 at an operating location in support of the U.S. Central Command
execution of Operation Enduring Freedom. However, having worked together
at Holloman AFB, N.M. before the deployment, they werenit strangersto each
other.

Staff Sgts. Tod Peterson and Ral ph Godfrey, both membersof the OregonAir
National Guardis 142nd Fighter Wing, arrived at Holloman to help the
understaffed 49th Civil Engineer SquadronisEOD flight. Andwith an upcoming
unit complianceinspection, thetwo staff sergeantshad todoiit quick.

IWhen Staff Sgt. Peterson and | arrived at Holloman, they weredownto a
skeleton crew of people,i said Godfrey. iPeterson and | went to work right
away, fitting ourselvesinto their operations. Therewasvery littletimetofigure
out what was different about them and us. We had ajob to do and we did it.i

Staff Sgts. Guy Heard and L uanaK rueger, 944th Civil Engineer Squadron,
LukeAFB, Ariz., arrived later to provide even more help.

iThereservistshad even lesstime and were huge assets at inspectiontime,i
Godfrey continued. iWedid great, especially considering we had acrew that
had worked together for lessthan three weeks.1

After assigting a Holloman, thereservigts, guardsmen, and Master Sgt. Kenney
Wessdlsand Staff Sgt. Ronald Wilson, both membersof the49th CES, deployed
overseas. Sincether arriva, the EOD team hasresponded to severa munitions
calls, demonstrating how the Total Force concept works. iThisprovesthat
guardsmen, reservistsand active duty people can cometogether and support
themission,i said Peterson.

iTheAir Force built this concept along time ago and we are proof it can
work,T Godfrey said. iWe are doing the samejob, to the same standardsthat
every EOD unit around theworldisdoing.i

A professor at Oregon Health
SciencesUniversity inthe Department
of Nursing, Messecar looksforward
tobaengthefirsa ORANG femdeofficer
to attain therank of 0-6.

1The support I havereceived from
the 142 Wing and ORANG command
leadership has been phenomend .T She
said. il look forward to the work
ahead and hopeto liveup to thetrust
placedinmei

Major Gen. Alexander H. Burgin,
OregonisAdjutant General, took part
in the ceremony. ORANG
Commander, Brig. Gen. James C.
Cunningham and Col. Garry Dean,
142"d FW commander, also attended.
Burgin and Dean did the honor of
promoting Messecar by placing the
eagle rank insignia on her uniform.
Burgin hailed the promotion calingit
an historical event for the OregonAir
Guard.

1 We can dl be very proud of Col.
Messecaris career and
accomplishments Burginsaid. iBeing
the first female to reach the rank of
colondl ininthe Oregon Air National
Guard is certainly a milestone. |
commend her for paving theway and
setting a standard for other female
officersi

142nd FW
WinsAir Force

Award

Prepared by HQ, ORANG Staff

The 142nd Fighter Wingisamong
only 29 Air National Guard units
named to receivetheAir Force Out-
standing Unit Award (AFOUA). The
award period covers October 1,
2000 - September 30, 2002. The
last time the Wing was awarded the
AFOUA was 1991. Current
Guardmembers assigned during the
period covered will be eligible to
wear theaward. In Fiscal Year 2001
the unit flew 2921 sortiesfor 4113
hours, far exceeding all other ANG
F-15 units. Theunit responded to the
September 11thterrorist attacks by
generating 14 fully combat-config-
ured aircraft in 20 hours, setting a
timelinenever before seen by theNa-
tional Guard Bureau. Elementscon-
ducted 46 deployments involving
1,125 personnel to 15 exercisesand
operationswithin the United States
and nineforeign countries. TheWing
continued to support Operation
Noble Eagle exceeding all mission
capability rate standards.

Korean War Remembered

Pilots Reminisce War,
Catch up on History

By Capt. Misti Mazzia
142nd Fighter Wing,
Public Affairs Officer

PORTLAND, Ore. 6The Portland
Air National Guard honored Korean
War Veterans on May 24th,
commemorating the 50th anni versary
and dedication ceremony at the
Memoria Garden.

The ceremony opened with an

invocation by Father Alfred Williamsand washosted by Col. Garry Dean, 142nd
Fighter Wing commander. Mg. Gen. Alexander Burgin spoke about the history
of the Korean War and the lessons learned. He then introduced Ernie
Wakehouse, aformer Redhawk and one of only nine pilotsfrom the Portland
Air Base deployed to K orea. Wakehouse spoke about hiscombat missions,
and related how he narrowly cheated death severd times. Wakehouseflew 100
sortiesinthe P-51 Mustang providing closeair support for ground forcesfrom
September to December 1951, earning the Distinguished Flying Crossand six
Air Meda sfor hiscourageand skill.

Chief Master Sgt. Jack Klein, formerly with the 142nd Aircraft Control and
Warning Squadron deployed to Alaskaduring the Korean Conflict, referenced
some of the conditionsand challenges of being deployed there. Approximately
230 peoplefromthe 142ndAcCe& W Squadron servedinAlaskaisremote outposts
inthewesternArctic regionfor uptotwo years, many helping congtruct critically
needed radar surveillance sites.

Dignitariesand veteranshelped unvell and dedicateamemoria stoneweighing
amost 3tons. The Camasgray basalt stands4 feet tall, andis4 feet wide at
thebase. Thememoria stone resemblesthe contour of Mt. Hood and was
shaped and polished by local artist Mark McL ean. A four-ship F-15 flyover
sdutewasafitting conclusontotheservice. A reunionand luncheon
following the ceremony was held at the Columbia Pointe Club, where K orean
War veteransand their familieshad an opportunity to reminisce and catch up
with each other.
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142nd FW Flies60,000 M ishap-FreeHour s, AchievesMilesoneThrough Teamwork

By Capt. Misti M azzi
Public Affairs Officer, 142™ Fighter Wing

PORTLAND, Ore. 6The 142
Fighter Wing, al so known as Oregonis
Red Hawks, recently attained an im-
pressive safety milestone of 60,000 mis-
hap-freeflying hours. The unit hasbeen
flying F-15s for 14 years and has the
oldest fleet in the Air Forceis inven-
tory.

iThis (safety) milestone is a testa-
ment to the amount of flying we do,1
said Col. Garry Dean, 142 FW com-
mander. iltisalso atributeto the pro-
fessionalism and passion our people
havefor their military mission, hereand
abroad.i

Each year, fighter pilots from the 142
FW fly 3000+ training sorties and log
more than 4200 flight hours. Many of
these same pilots and jets have also
flown patrol missionsin support of Op-
erations Northern and Southern Watch,
both of which are NATO-based military
campaignsused to provide aeria surveil-
lance and defense of the no-fly zonesin
Irag.

According to 142 FW Safety Officer
Lt. Col. KyleHook, animpeccable safety
record like the one set by the 142 FW
doesnit just happen. It takes a strong
work ethic and many peopleworking to-
ward the same goal to achieve this de-
gree of success.

iEvery individua here, since day one,

has been doing theright thing everyday,
the right way,T said Hook. iThis
achievement is a team efforti.

Thisteam, he added, consistsnot only
of first-ratefighter pilots, but also of air-
craft maintainers and a host of support
personnel throughout the organi zation.

Given the age of the F-15 fleet at the
Portland Air Base (the oldest aircraft is
30yearsold), itisno doubt aircraft main-
tenance personnel havetheir daily work
cut out for them. But, according to Lt.
Col. Gary Eckert (142 FW logistics
group commander), itis achallenge the
maintainers have lived up to with over-
whelming success.

10ur logistics group is home to over
525 talented professionals achieving

monumental results in maintenance,i
commented Eckert. iOur éf ully mission
capablerateiisover 80% whiletheANG
standard is 66%.1

1Without adoubt, itisarecord the 142
FW can be proud of.T He added.

Chris Corich, general manager of
operations at PDX congratulates 142nd
fighter pilot Capt. Tim Ebner.

Air National Guard Banquet Honors, Recognizes Top Airmen, Leaders

By Magj.DonnaPrigmore
Public Affairs Officer, HQ, ORANG

Thelargest crowdtoever to attend theannud OregonAir Nationd GuardAwards
and Recognition Banquet on March 29, 2003, watched asthree 2002 Airmen of
TheYear recipientsand theMg. Gen. Chester E. M cCarty Award winner for supe-
rior performancewereannounced.

Thisyearisturnout wassgnificant, cons dering many
of theaward nomineesand recipientsarecurrently de-
ployed throughout theworldin support of oneof severd
military operations.

The ORANGIs2002 OutgtandingAirmanof the Year
awardsaredividedintothreecategories, Category | (E-
4 and below), Category I (E-5to E-6), and Category
11 (E-7toE9). Thirty-nine ORANG airmenwhore-
tiredin 2002 wererecognized. Airmen of theyear from
al unitlevelsweredso presented awards.

Senior Airman. Mée ody Hanna, amember of the 142
Fighter WingisFinancia Management Officewasthere-
cipient of thisyearisCategory | award, but wasunableto
attend dueto her deployment oversees. iMdodyisahard
working, detail oriented, dedicated, professional who
jumped inand learned her dutiesquickly.i, said Senior
Master Sgt. Jeff Phillips, FM Office Superintendent. ,

Staff Sgt. Scott L uetke, 270th
Air Traffic Control Squedron, re-
cavedtheCategory Il award. A
member of one of themost de-
ployed units in the ORANG
L uetkehasbeenassignedtothe
270" for morethantwoyears. Hedeployedin Feb. 2002
for morethan Sx monthstoAfghanistan.

ilim proud to have been chosen,T Luetke said, iBut |
donit think | did my job any better than anyoneelse. We
accomplishedthemissonasateam.i

Another Kingdey Field NCO, Master Sgt. Richard
Vieira, 1739 FW, received the Category 111 avard for Air-
man of theYear. VieraisafulltimeAGR employeeat Kingdey Fiddintheunitis
L ogi stics Readiness Squadron. He spent 40 daysin Kuwait last year onaTDY
assgnment. Hevolunteersasa youth basketbd | coachinKlamath Fdls isamem-
ber of the Klamath
Youth Development
Council, and has
beenamember of the
§ Honor Guardforfive

years. il was
shocked to receive
somethingthat pres-
tigiousiVidrasad.

Themogt sgnificant
award 6 theMajor
Generd Chester E.
McCarty Superior
Performer Award i
was presented to
Staff Sgt. Scott
Ferre, of the 272

Senior Airman Melody
Hanna

Staff Sgt. Scott Leutke

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jonathon Dyer

Brig. Gen. Cunningham presents the Airman of The
Year Award (Category Ill) to Master Sgt. Richard Vieira.

Combat Communi-
cations Squadron.
Ferre is a crew
chief inthe satellite
wideband shop. He
has served lengthy
TDY isduringfour of
thepast fiveyearsin
theMiddleEast and
spent six monthsin
Qatar in 2002. A
graduating senior at
Oregon State Uni-
versity, Ferre will

Soon enter gfaduate Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jonathon Dyer
school tostudy civil staff Sgt. Scott Ferre recieves the Maj. Gen. Chester E.
engineering.Asastu— McCarty Superior Performer Award.

dent in Corvallis,
Ferre voluntearshistime, speskingtomiddieschool sudentsabout lifeintheMiddle
Eadt, whileencouraging themto continuetheir education.

Tech. Sgt. Kevin Greene, 142 CommunicationsHight, washonored asthe Unit
Career Advisor of theYear. 1Thisisthefirstimeliveever beentoamilitary awards
banquet and | wasimpressed at how well it waspresented,i hesaid. iThetimel
havespentinthe OregonAir Nationa Guard hasbeenagreet experience, and| have
been blessed to have had the opportunity to work with such wonderful people.t
Greeneadded.

The 116" Air Control Squadronwassdlected astheORANGlsOutstandl ng Unit
of theYear. Thecommander, Lt. Col. Tim Olson, accepted
theawardon behdf of theunit.

Squadron. Strohbeganhismilitary serviceintheNavy. In |
1967 hewasdeployedto Vietnam, andin 1969 heserved
ontheAttack Aircraft Carrier USSTiconderoga, wherehe
partiapatedinanine-monthtour of duty intheGulf of Tonkin.
After beingdischarged fromtheNavy in 1974, heworked
asaCivil ServiceemployeewiththeAir Forcein North
DakotaandjoinedtheAir Guardin 1985. Hetransferred
tothe Oregon Guardin 1989, wherehewasassigned to
the propulsion section, and was sdlected asthe 1st Sgt. in 2000.

ilthumblesmeto besdected asFirg Sergeant of the Year whentherearesomany
other firgt shirtsthat aredoing afantasticjob.i Sroh said. iWehavewithout adoubt
thefinest peopleintheAir National Guard. | careso much about the peoplein our
unit?

OregonisAdjutant Genera, Mg . Gen. Alexander Burgin, and Brig. Gen. James
Cunningham, Assgtant Adjutant Generd for Air and the Commander, OregonAir
Nationd Guard, presentedtheawards.

Cunningham said, iThe professiondism of theNCOsand airmeninthe Oregon
Air Nationd Guard continuesto make me proud. We areawarethat our optempo
continuestoincrease. Your abilitiesto meet and exceed the challenges of those
mission requirementshave been outstanding. Dueto your sacrificesand misson
readiness, we continue to be an active and rel evant component of our nationisde-
fense. You arethe strength and backbone of that mission and lim proud to beyour
commeander.

Since 1973, theMcCarty award hasbeen presented to ORANG enlisted mem-
berswho have performed their military dutiesand support functionsin the most
congstently superior manner throughout thepreviousyear.

Master Sgt. Gary Stroh
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1042 Medical Company Support;

Afghani stan. Additiond crewsflew to Camp Doha, Kuwait,
and Prince SultanAir Base, Saudi Arabia. The Headquarters
Detachment, responsibletotrack al logistical support for the
deployed d ementswhilesupporting Fort Bragg air ambulance
requirements, remained there throughout the deployment.

iSo| think the hardest thing live had to InAfghanistan, the
they served in numerous locations but were based out of
Bagram and Kandahar. Between thetwo magjor citiesof the
country, theunit forward deployed two UH-60L Black Hawks
to Forward Operating Base Salerno (FOB). During thetime
the unit was stationed at Salerno, the 18" Airborne Corps
Commander, Lt. Gen. McNeil, deployed aCombat Team of
the 82" Airborne to the area. At the time of deployment,
therewaslittleleft of theformer academic center thanithugs
with gunsruling the streets;i according to McNeil.

Within amonth of their deployment, the 82" had confis-
cated all weaponsin the Kowst Bowl Region and helpedto
reopen two el ementary schools. Within two months, commerce
Sgt. John Phelps and Staff Sgt. Jim Brown of Team Ulvin working in Saudi Arabia had returned to the streets and women and children wereal -
unfolding main rotor blades at Prince Sultan Air Base. . .

lowed free passage without harassment. By thethird month,

theunit had helped toinitiate the re-opening of two centersof higher learning, tradewa

therewas an amost drop cessation of crimeinthestreets. During thissame period

By Maj.Arnold V. Strong, Sate Public Affairs Officer, Sentinel Editor-in-Chief 1042nd performed more than 90 missions saving in excess of 130 patientsto include
Photos by members of the 1042nd Medical Company divilians

Theunit maintained an Operationa Readinessrate of 97% during the entire depl oym:

K andahar, Afghanistan and Salem, Ore. - They camefrom almost theex-  performalivehoist missoninthat combat zone. Medicsal qualified and werecertified ¢
act opposite side of the planet and represented all walks of American life: stu-  Support (BTLS) and Advanced Cardio Life Support (ACLS) classes. Threeof theun
dents, paramedics, civil servants, postal workers, but whenthecitizen soldiersof ~ enough to becomeinstructorsin ACL S. They also volunteered in the hospital whene:
the 1042d Medical Company (AirAm- ) mission. Bothteamsworked closaly with CISOTF
bulance) received the order to deploy to - OperationsTask Force) in providing fast and quali
Operation Enduring FreedominApril of sibleto all SFODA (Specia Forces Operational
2002, the unit deployed at 100% strength detachments.
and immediately into harmisway inAf- Theeffort in Afghanistan had |asting affectsol
ghanistan, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia Scott Anderson, aparamedic, from Salem, Ore. ¢

April 25", 2003, thefirst elements of tiesasvery chalenging and very somber. ilim Cat
the 1042d to return from the combatant Chief warrant  Y€ar old, non-commissioned officer explained. 1S
theater touched down at their home base Officer Mike live had to do out herewasread Sgt. Steven Chex
of Salem, Ore., to the cheers, hugs and ?eaatgldgﬂnthe Catholic, also. That waspretty hard. Wedid our
jubilation of an ecstatic audienceoffamily d ep,gymemg oncewearrived that therewaslittle we could dc
members, friends, and community |lead- validation at Ft.  Bagram, wasshot and killed by an Afghan fighter
ers. They werefinaly home. Bragg, NC. Theunitisexceptiona performancewasnot lin

Their journey was hardly aswift one. of airborne operationsproviding theunit with nurr
After servingin Bosniafor amost ayear support to the United StatesArmy John F. Kenne
of continuousoperationinvolving routine theFt. Bragg areaand the U.S. Army Ranger Sc
medical evacuation and search and res- coverage by theteam at Ft. Bragg over the cours
cuemissions, theunit wasagain activated In Kuwait, theteam under theleadership of Ca
lessthan 18 monthslater to reinforcethe . ODS (Operation Desert Spring) and Ol F(Operati
efforts of the 44" Medica Command United States Marinesambushed on thebeachin
from Fort Bragg, NC. The 1042nd, withinthreeweeksof performingavaliant American soldier apparently threw ahand grenadeinto an Operations Center tent duri
rescue of severa stranded climbersand thecrew of adowned Air ForceReserve  tothehospita shipinthe Persian Gulf and numerouslife saving rescue operationsfor bx
Pavehawk helicopter. Once certified for combatant operations, thecrewsof the  In Saudi Arabia, Capt. Mark Ulvin hasled histeam with themissionof Force Protect
1042nd took up their positionsin Kandahar Air Field, and BagramAir Base, Force Protection missionseach day, Team Ulvin has maintained both itsaircraft iFully

Maj. Matt Brady, SFC John Esch, CW2
Gregory Lund and SPC Anthony Quesada
flew into Forward Operating Base near
Salerno to provide emergency medical
care and transport to an Afghani child. This
type of mission was a part of their normal
routine during the deployment.

MEDEVAC crew for AFCENT,i Brady continued. iThey aretill very involvedin
thefight but looking forward to joining thetherest of the unit back inthe United
States.i

Surviving in austere aviation environments came asroutineto some members of
theunit. Staff Sgt. John C. Keo, athirty year veteran of theArmy and Oregon
National Guard, who servedinthe Cambodian Army Air Corpsinthelatesixties
before emigrating to the United States. il wasshot down threetimes, but they
never caught me,i he said, explaining that the Communist rebelsthat had shot his
Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Hoggard, flight medic, inflight during mission in Kuwait. aircraft fromthe sky on three occasionsnever discovered the pilot of the craft
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'Ng Operation Enduring Freedom

sflowinginthestreetsand
f war in Afghanistan, the
both coalition and local

nt and wasthefirst unitto
ntheir Basc TraumalL.ife
itsMedicsqualified high
/er they werenot out ona
- (Combined Joint Specia
fied medical support pos-

Detachment 1AT Teams)

1thecrew members. Sgt.
lescribed hisresponsibili-
holic,i thebright eyed, 23
0 | think the hardest thing
kovisLast Rites. Hewas
est, but it was pretty clear

Members of the
1042nd Medical
Company
worked with
Task Force (TF)
Pegasus of the
82nd Aviation
Brigade to
deliver rice,
clothing, shoes
and school
supplies to
Bamian locals.
Here Maj. Matt
Brady, Company
commander is

| shown working

with Maj. Mike

| Pyatt of TF
" | Pegasus and
| local civilians.

Team Houston
trains on hoist
operations with
special forces
soldiers over the
desert in Kuwait.

to keep that great soldier alive.i Checkov, asergeant with the 82™ Airborne based in

inafirefight.

itedtoitsrolein Afghanistan. At Ft. Bragg, NC, ateam of the 1042nd supported scores
erousMEDEVAC missonsfrominjuriesto paratroopers. Additiondly, the unit provided
dy Special Warfare Center and School throughout several special operationsschoolsin
noolis Mountain and Jungle phases of training in Georgiaand Florida, providing 24/7

eof theyear.

ot. Brian Houston flew more than 200 missions saving morethan 280 patientsduring
onlraqi Freedom) . Some of the unitisextraordinary highlightsincludetherescue of
October of 2002; thetransport of severa service memberswounded whenaMudim
ng Operation Iragi Freedom; transporting several rescued American Prisoners of War

othlocal civiliansand military personnel.

jon. IThey have performed their mission flawlesdy,i said Brady. iWhileflying daily
'Mission Capabl el for the duration and provided a100% Fully Mission Capable

Sgt. Ryan Estill, Spc. Carl Gabba and Sgt. 1st Cla
preflight duties at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.

ss John Esch check radios as part of daily

because he wasright amongst them. il awayswore my black pajamasunder
my flight suit,i he happily explained in quieted Lao accent. ilid put astraw
hat on my head and walk right back acrosstheborder. No Problem.i

Fortunately, many of the Afghani peoplelearned fromfirst hand experience
that theAmericansflying abovetheir headsin Black Hawk helicopterswere
among the most committed, experienced and caring peopl e they would ever
meet. Sgt. Anderson, in addition to volunteering like many of his peersfor
additiona duty intheoperating room oncetheair ambulanceshad ddlivered the
injured, often volunteered to perform magic for the childrenin the mohbile hospi-
tal ward. A long-time student of dight of hand, Anderson would en.tertainthe
hospita patientsfor hours, confusing some, occasiondly astonishing others, but
delighting all who would
witnesshistricksand que-
ries.

It was clear from each
member of this unit that
they are committed to ex-
cellence. Maj. Mathew
Brady, commander of the
1042nd, also ahelicopter
pilot based in Bagram, but
responsible for the units
performanceat al of itslo-
cations in four countries
stated, iWWe may not take
oursalvesserioudy, but we
takeour jobsvery serioudy.
| canit think of any better
way that the men and
womenof my unitcandem-
onstratetheir excellence,
than by the deeds they
have performed continu-
oudly for thepast year,i he
sad.

Bradyis comments
provgd truer than hewould Members of Team Houston are seen here flying near
realize on the barren the towers in Kuwait.
tarmac of Kandahar Air
Base. InApril, 2003, the 1042nd was named the iNational Guard Aviation
Unit of theYear by theArmy Aviation Association of America. Theprestigious
award was presented by Mgj. Gen. Raymond F. Rees, Acting Chief of the
National Guard Bureau, TLt. Gen. (Ret.) EllisD. Parker and Col. (Ret.) John
Stanko, considered by many to bethefather of Army Aviationinthe National
Guard.

1All said, the 1042nd was presented withtheAAAA ING unit of theyear for
2002. Theunit hasmaintained the aircraft at 96.8% for the entire year, flown
morethan 2,500 hoursof accident/incident freeflight hoursinal modesof flight
(day, night, and NV G) and maintained itis ground vehicles and equipment at
98%,i Brady said. iThe unit thusfar has been presented with 9 Bronze Star
Medds, 32Air Medas, 14 Army Commendation Medals, and 8Army Achieve-
ment Medals. This
does not include
those awards pend-
ing from Operation
Iragi Freedom nor
those awards sub-
mitted for in Ft.
Bragg,i Brady con-
tinued.

On May 9, 2003,
themain body of the
unit returned to Sa-
lem, Ore. After a
dday intherfind ap-
proach and a tem-
porary grounding
duetotypical Oregonweather, four helicoptersand their crewsreturnedto a
proud assembly of families, friends, veterans, locd dignitariesand fellow citizen
soldiers.

The 1042nd returns to a herois welcome in Salem, Ore.

Special thanks to the various members of the 1042nd Medical Company
(Air Ambulance) who helped make this article possible.
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Retiree Corner

TRICARE Enhances Dental Benefits

Dental benefitsfor uniformed servicesretireesand family membersenrolledin
the TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) have been enhanced. Effec-
tiveMay 1, 2003, the mandatory enrollment period isreduced from 24 to 1 two
months. Theannua maximum benefit per enrollee and lifetime maximum ben-
efit for orthodontic care has been increased from $1000 to $100.

After the mandatory enrollment period ends, eligible enrolleeswhichinclude
uniformed servicesretirees and their family members, Medal of Honor recipi-
entsand their family members; survivorsand family membersof deceased retir-
eesor active duty sponsorswho served on active duty for morethan 30 consecu-
tivedays, may continuetheir enrollment inthe TRDP on amonth-to-month basis.
During themandatory 12 month enrollment period, TRDP enrolleesare covered
for basic restorative services, periodontics, endodontics, oral surgery and dental
emergencies. After 12 months of continuous enrollment, TRDPenrolleesare
covered for cast crowns, cast restorations, full and partial dentures and orth-
odonticsfor adultsand children. A directory of participating DeltaDenta provid-
ersisavailableonlineat http://www.ddpdelta.org.

Retireesand family membersmay al so request aprovider directory by calling
the DeltaDental Customer Service number at (888) 838-8737. Log onto http://
military.com/ for additiond information.

Retirees Ask for Better Health Care

AccordingtotheArmy News Service, theArmy Chief of Staff isRetiree Council
closed its43rd meeting A pril 11 with areport citing health careand communication
asthetwo primary concernsof retireesArmywide. The council also urged the
chief of staff to support:

(&) concurrent recei pt of military retired pay and disability compensation and
quick implementation of Combat-Related Special Compensation;

(b) elimination of thereductionto the Survivor Benefit Plan annuity at age 62
to the maximum extent allowed by law and legidativelanguage and acceleration
of the start date of the paid-up provision of the plan;

(c) astudy group reviewing retirement benefitsfor the National Guard and
Reserve; and

(d) continued full-funding of TRICARE for Life.

For more detailson the council and itsreport, visit http://www.military.com/
NewsContentXile=usa? 041603

TRICARE CompliesWith Stricter Rules

on Health Care Information

American Foces Press Servicereportsthat TRICARE, likeall other health care
providers nationwide, isworking under stricter ruleswhen it comesto protecting
patientsrightsand the privacy of their health information. Likeitscivilian coun-
terparts, the TRICARE Management Activity implemented the privacy portion
of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) by th April
14 complaince deadline. The act, which Congress passed in 1994 and became
public law 04-131m was designed to icombat waste, fraud and abuse, improve
portability of health insurance coveragem and simplify administration of health
care,l according to a TRICARE brochureissued in January. Lawsthat were
already on the books, such asthe Privacy Act, have always protected patientsi
medical information, but HIPAA informsindividua sof whatheir rightsareand
TRICAREisresponsbilitiesto protect health information, which hasnit been done
inthe past. TRICARE mailed more than five million noticesto beneficiaries
homes between December 2002 and March 2003. Thenoticesarealso available
at military trestment facilities. Besidesexplaining the patientsrightsunder HIPPA
and TRICAREisresponsibilities, the noticetells beneficiarieshow to fileacom-
plaintif they fed their healthinformation hasbeeninappropriately used. Patients
should contact the military treatment facility privacy officersor the TRICARE
privacy officer. They can also go directly to the Department of Health and
Human Services office of Civil Rights Website and follow the complaint and
inquiry processat http:/Amww.hhs.gov/ocr/hippal Log onto http:/mww.military.com/
for general information on TRICARE.

Who Qualifiesasa Veteran?

A veteran must have served on
active duty for a minimum of 180
consecutive days (active + duty for
trainingin National Guard orReserves
does not count), and was discharged
or relaeased with other than a
dishonorabledischarge.

A veteran must have been
discharged or released from active
duty because of aservice-connected
dissbility.

Others who qualify for veteran
status are members of a Reserve or
Nationa Guard component who served
on activeduty during aperiod of war
or in a campaign or expedition for
which a campaign badge was
authorized and was discharged or
released with other than adishonorable
discharge.

Government Grave
Marker Requests Easier

The Department of Veterans Affairs
has revised its application form to
make requesting a VA grave marker
easer. Thenew form, Application For
Standard Government Headstone or
Marker (VA Form 40-1330), includes
updated information about changes
that expand digibility for agovernment
marker. The VA hasasointroduced a
toll-free fax service for submitting
applications, available 24 hoursaday,
seven days a week. For more, see
http://www.cem.va.gov. The
application form on the website can
befilledinand printed for submitting
by mail or fax. Questions about a
headstone or marker application can
be directed to VAis Memorial
Programs Service applicant ass stance
unit at 1-800-697-6947. For moreon
death and burial, log onto http://
www.military.com/

L egislation to Assist
Military Retirees

Air Force Retiree News has presented
brief overviewsof legislation currently
under consderationinboth housesof gov-
ernment, asbeing of possibleinterest to
membersof themilitary community. Leg-
islation includes abill to restore health
care coverageto retired membersof the
uniformed services, a Retired Pay Re-
tention Act, and aReservists Retirement
and RetentionAct. For thefull list, see
http://www.af pc.randol ph.af.mil/afretire/
Legidat_key.htm.

Retiree Service Office

Open Tuesdays, 10amto 2pm

(503) 584-3804
1-800-452-7500, ext. 3804

E-mail:
RSO@or.ngb.army.mil

US Mail:
Retiree Service Office
PO Box 14350
Salem, OR 97309

Change of Address

Retiree Services Office l

I po Box 14350 I
i Salem, Oregon 97309 :
| |:| New Retiree |:| Change 1
: |:| Stop |:| Deceased :
| |

Name
| |
I Rank |
| |
I Address |
| |
] City |
i _ i
| State Zip |
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y NG Air NG
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| O Federal O State |
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DID YOU KNOW you can purchase life insurance through
payroll deduction THAT YOU CAN take with you if/when
you leave the National Guard?

Sate Sponsored Lifelnsurance (SSL1) isprovided to enhance Servicemanis Group

days.
e Spouse and dependent coverage

automatically.

0  $50,000 to $250,000 coverage

Requires basic SSLI coverage
Some limitations may apply

O O O O

Lifelnsurance (SGLI). Specific program benefitsinclude:
* Benefit payment within 24 hours up to $10,000, with remaining benefits within ten

* No WAR, suicide, or aviation exclusions

No cost 20% automatic increase after one year off of base plan.
Accelerated death benefit (50% of coverage) in event of termina illness
As part of this program, al ONG members have $1,000 free coverage

e SSLI can be taken with you upon departure from the National Guard and benefits
and premiums remain the same to age 60.

e A_Supplemental SSLI coverage can be added to the basic program to provide:

Premiums better than SGLI to age 50
Member and/or spouse additional coverage of $100,000 for $7.50

In 1998, The Oregon National Guard Officer and Enlisted Associations created
an umbrella organization, Oregon National Guard Benefits INC., to help to
identify and provide benefits for all ONG Soldiers/Airmen and association
members. The following describes the program available to you.

Payroll Deducted Group Benefitsfor M ember s of the National Guard

STATE SPONSORED LIFE INSURANCE

Unit SSLI Benefit Briefings are being provided throughout the year. Check to find out
when the briefings are being made to your unit. Questions and/or interest in the program
should be directed to the benefits coordinator.

LTC (Ret) Mike Fielding, SSLI Benefits Coordinator
PO Box 4262, Salem, OR 97302
1-800-810-7754 (SSLI), Cell 503-510-473
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Oregon Guard Team Wins Lincoln Marathon 2nd Consecutive Year

15 mile per hour
winds, 50 degree
temperatures, and
soaking wet feet

Spec. Mike Dudley of the 1249th Engineering Batttalion crosses
the finish line.

By Col. Larry Suder
Deputy Brigade Commander
82nd Brigade (Troop Command)

Spc. MikeDudley takesfirst place
atheLincolnMarathon. Dudley from
Alpha Company, 1249 Engineer
Battalion, finished with a time of
2:29:36. Heled the Oregon Running
Teamto asecond straight first place
finish at the 26™ Lincoln Marathon.

Thenormd 7 am. start timefor the
May 4, 2003 event experienced a
severeweather delay. Lincoln, Nebr.
was on the northern edge of the
weather system that reeked havoc on
the Midwest. Baseball sized hail,
tornadoes, and severethunderstorms
pummeled southeastern Nebraska,
eastern Kansas, and western Missouri
whilerace officialsdecided whether
toofficidly sart therace.

As officials studied the weather,
runners huddled in and around the
University of Nebraska Football
Stadiumand Coliseum. At 7:15am.
race officials started over 2600
runnerson thewet cold run through
the streets of Lincoln. The runners
battled periods of heavy downpours,

throughthe26.2-mile
course.

Duetothewesther,
finish times were
slower than normal
for theeliterunners.
Eventhough Dudley
won the race with a
very respectabletime
he was well off his
' personal record of
2:14:37. Thewesather
coupled withthefact
he missed eight
weeks of training
during January and
February due to a
stressfractureto his
foot, prevented this
elite runner from
performing at peak
leve.

Dudley, who has been amember of
the Guard since 1999 trained and ran
with theArmyisWorld ClassAthlete
Program. He commented that ifor the
first coupleof miles| wascold because
they delayed the start, but at about mile
fivel got into arhythm and felt more
comfortable.l Thiswasquit evident as
he beat the second place finisher by
morethanfiveminutes.

Oregonisthreefastest runners: Spc.
Mike Dudley 2:29:37, 2nd Lt. Sean
Nixon 2:53:34, and 2nd Lt. Peter
Pritchett 2:55:48, had acombined time
of 8:18:59. Thisbested second place
Indianaby 6 minutesand 56 seconds.
Also running on the Oregon team was
Senior Magter Sgt. Max White(Oregon
Air Nationd Guard) runninginhis15th
LincolnMarathonwithatimeof 3:16:43
and Col. Larry Studer 4:26:26. Spc.
Bill Raitter, |ast yearistop guard finisher,
pulled out of therace at about the eight
milemark duetoinjury.

The Oregon runners staved off the
other statesi teams that have been
gunning for Oregon through friendly
rivary over theyears. A second place
I ndianateam runner said iOregonisgot

World ClassAthlete Program (WCAP)

Bring up thisregulation and check out the many opportunities.

AR 215-1 addresses the World Class Athlete Program (WCAP). This program offers
world class caliber athletes the opportunity to train for national and international
sports competitions leading to selection to United States national teams. The WCAP
participation is limited to athletes who have attained a high national ranking in a sport
or are otherwise recognized to have world class potential.

Thefollowing are minimum standards for consideration in running events.

Event Time

5,000 meter run 14:46 (men) 17:52 (women)
10,000meter run 31:.00

Marathon 2300 3000

Interested athletes must complete an application and submit with supporting
documents verifying dates and times through their chain of command.

somebigdogs, sol figured secondwas
the best we could do. Weworked hard
and performed well, maybe next year
we can beat Oregon.i Other states
havebeenfiddingfaster teamsand each
year the competition gets stronger.
Oregonis Max White stated iour
performance was great today. We
defended our teamtitleand | think we
candoitagainnextyear.1

Oregon runners earned individual
honorsaswell asthe National Guard
team championship. Astheoverdl race
winner Dudley was al so the National
Guard Champion and named to the
2003 Nationa Guard Marathon Team.
Also named to the 2003 National
Guard Marathon Team were Nixon,
thirdin hisagegroup among theguard
runners, and Pritchett. Whitefinished
third in hisage group and was named
to the 2003 National Guard Masters
Marathon Team. Studer finished
second in his age group, but did not
quaify for theMasters Team.

Members of the all Guard Team
represent theNational Guard at running
eventsthroughout the United Statesand
overseas during the coming year.
Severa of theseeventsincludetheAir
Force Marathon, the Marine Corps
Marathon, andtheNavyisBlueAngds
Marathon. Thefour runnersare proud
of being selected to represent both the

TheNationa Guard Bureau (NGB)
recognizestheimportanceboth physica
conditioning and a good physical
appearanceplay inrecruitingyoungmen
andwomenintotheGuard. Therefore,
NGB along
with  the
Nebraska
National
Guard
conducted
their 20"
Annua NGB
Marathon
Trials and
Recruiting &
Workshopin |
conjunction
with  the
Lincoln
Marathon.

Thisevent isan excellent venuefor
enhancingthevishility of theNational
Guard and for sharing recruiting
information. It also alows guard
athletesto compete against excellent
athletesandfor friendly braggingrights
among the states. Bringing guard
athletestogether showsthecommunities
thequality of soldiersand airmenwe
arelookingforinour ranks.

The marathon is fun and a great
recruiting tool for young people. The
Guard offers many opportunities not

Spec. Mike Dudley

Spc. Mike Dudley takes the title of National Guard Marathon Man, while Senior Master Sgt. Max
White is named to the National Guard Masters Marathon Team. Dudley, Lt. Nixon and Lt.
Pritchett also qualified for the 2003 National Guard Marathon Team.

National Guard and Oregon in these
prestigiousevents.

When the team presented the First
Place Trophy to TheAdjutant Generd,
Maj. Gen. Alexander H. Burgin
thanked and congratul ated the team
memberson their great performance.
Burgin stated iThe dedication and
professionalism theserunnersdisplay
truly sets the standard for others to
emulate, not only inphysica activities
but in day-to-day business. Runninga
marathon requiresafocus, good work
ethic, training, physical and mental
strength, preparation and dedicationto
a long-term goal. These are all
attributeswelook for inour soldiers,
airmen, and civilianemployees. The
effort paid off for these runners and
brings great pride to the Oregon
National Guard.i

everyone knowsabout. Thisisoneof
the activities more soldiers would
participatein, if they just knew about
it. Thereisagreat senseof camaraderie
among all of the runners. Thisis
important, because over 26.2 miles
everyone needs some encouragement
aongtheroute.

The Oregon National Guard
Running Team is looking for
additional members. If you are
interested in learning more about
the Oregon Running Team call
Col. Larry Studer at 503-557-
5963, or you can email me at:
larry.studer @or.ngb.army.mil.
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Oregon Air Guard TeamsWith Evergreen Aviation to Transport SR-71

By Magj.DonnaPrigmore
HQ, ORANG, Public Affairs Officer

Almost 30 years ago, Lockheedis
SR-71 iBlackbirdi set the world air
speed record, flying from New York
toLondon¢ adistanceof amost 3,500
milesé injust under two hours.

Recently, an SR-71 madea950 mile
trip from Southern California to
McMinnville, Oregonin 96 hours. But
thistime, it wasnit flying, and it wasnit
al inonepiece.

InlateMay, seven membersfromthe
OregonAir Nationd Guard (ORANG)
headed to EdwardsAir Force Baseto
load and haul thefind segments(mainly
thefuselage) of an SR-71 that isnow
officialy onloanto Del SmithisEver-
greenAviationMusauminMcMinnville,
Oregon.

The fuselage, which arrived at the
museum on May 4 after afour-night
driving excursionled by ORANG vol-
unteers, CdiforniaHighway Patrol, and
Oregon Incident Response personnel,
met up withitsoriginal wingsand en-
gines, both of whichweretransported
viathel-5corridor last fall.

According to CMSgt. John
Rasmussen, a member of the
ORANGIs 142" Logistics Group
(LG),theSR-71logistical feat wasan
al-volunteer projectinvolving members
fromthe 142 L G and 142™ Communi-
cationsHight and heavy equipment do-
nationsfromloca businesses.

IThetrucksweredonated by the Die-
sel Service Unit and thetrailerswere
donated by Extral ease, both Portland-
based companies,i Rasmussen said.

Victory Challenge
OffersARNG
Referral I ncentives

TheArmy National Guard recently
unveiled aprograndesignedtoassst
inmakingitsFY 03enddrength. This
exciting program rewards unit
memberswho refer leadsthat result
in an enlistment into the Army
National Guard between June 18,
and November 30, 2003. Thereare
two award levels 6 silver and gold
6 depending on the number of leads
whoenlist. Awardsincludeachoice
of Victory Challenge Coins, leather
jackets, possible promotions, aUS
flag, which was flown over the
Nationis Capitol building, plagues,
and Army Nationa Guard warm-up
suits and shirts. Two big prizes,
availableto anyonewho reachesthe
Gold Level by referring 5 leads,
includeachanceto attend Air Assault
or Airborne School,andaNASCAR
vacaioninLasVegas, wherewinners
will represent theARNG et trackside
aswell as attend adinner with the
race teams, and garage and pit
passes. For more information on
Operation Victory Challenge 2003,
contact your unit Recruiting and
Retention NCO.

1 Wework with both of these compa-
niesin our military jobs so we asked
them to beinvolved,i he continued.

Over the past few months, four trips
weremade (involving six truckloads)
from Southern Cdiforniato Oregonin
order to move the SR-71 to
McMinnville. Thelatest tripinvolved a
tractor-trailer load that was 124 feet
long (from thefront of thetruck tothe
end of thetrailer), 23 feet wide, and
weighing 22,000 pounds.

According to Rasmussen, thisavia-
tion-related |l ogistics project wasthe
fourth of itskind to be undertaken by
volunteersof the 142 LG Hequickly
admits, however, that thisonewasthe
longest |oad theyive ever transported
and themost complex to plan.

1The coordination was the hardest
part since we were considered a
ésuperl oadi, heexplained. iWehad to
get permitsintwo statesdetalingwhen
wewouldtravel, wherewewould fue,
when and wherewewould pullover to
sleep, etcl.

Duetotheszeof theload, travel was
only permitted along thel-5 corridor
overnight; from 10 p.m. - 6 am. To
expeditethejourney, thehaul wastrans-
ported at an average speed of 60 mph.

IThiswas indeed ateam project,i
Rasmussen said. iEveryone who par-
ticipated brought somethingtoit.i

No one could have been happier
with the ORANGisinvolvement than
the people at Evergreen Aviation and
their supporters, al of whomwereon-
hand to witnessthetractor-trailer load
asit participatedin aspecid paradethe
day the SR-71 fuselage arrived in

Photo by SRA Ricky Best, 142CF/Multi-Media

Tech. Sgt. Leonard Pilger of the 142nd FW gives work crews a ithumbs-upi as the SR-
71 fuselage is prepared for transport from Edwards AFB, Calif. to McMinnville, Ore.

McMinnville

1 We canit say thank you enough to
theAir Guard,i said NicoleWahlberg,
director of marketing and publicrela
tionsat EvergreenAviation. iThe SR-
71listhe45" airplaneinour inventory
and weirevery excited.l

Themuseum housestheworldislarg-
est aircraft, the Spruce Goose. Made
famousby Howard Hughes, theba sa
wood behemoth has awingspan the
length of afootball field including the
end zones. TheWorld Wer 11-vintage
aircraft was designed to transport
troopsand tanksoverseasbut only of -
ficialy flew one timein November
1947.

1 Withthe SR-71 soonto beunveiled,
our museum will be hometo the big-
gest andthefastest aircraft ever made

intheworld,i said Wahlberg. A specia
fundraiser washeld on June 6, where
the fully assembled SR-71 was un-
veiled. The airplane is now open to
viewing by the general public. For
moreinformation, pleasecal 503-434-
4272, or visit the museum online at
WWW.SPrucegoose.com.

This article was written with the
support of the following Oregon Air
National Guard members. CMSgt.
John Rasmussen, MSgt. Rick
Gravette, MSgt. Scotty Carpenter,
MSgt. Cal Smith, TSgt. Leonard
Pilger, SSgt. Maynard Hanson, Sgt.
Michael Angst, MSgt. Laura Looney,
SSt. Greg Neuleib, SSgt. Nick Choy,
S ARicky Best.

Governor Signs ESGR Proclaimation

Photo by Major Arnold V. Strong, State Public Affairs Officer

Governor Ted Kulongoski signs a proclaimation encouraging employer support for the members of the Guard
and Reservesat hisceremonial officein May. Representativesfrom the branches of the military aswell asthe
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve volunteerswere on hand for thisevent.
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Nor mandy Par atr ooper sSpeak at Combat Engmeer§ Validation Ceremony

Photo and story by
Saff Sgt. John Driscoll
Unit Public Affairs Representative

1These paratroopers are great men
not for what they did for themselves
but for what they did for each other, 1
said Capt. Shaun P. Martin, following
an address given by 1st Lt. Buck
Compton and Sgt. Donald Malarkey.
The deeds done by Compton and
Malarkey when they parachuted into
Normandy on June 6, 1944 and during
themonthsthat followed are described
in Stephen Ambroseis iBand Of
Brothersi and areportrayedinanHBO
miniseriesof thesamename. Compton
and Maarkey were keynote speakers
at the ceremony the 1249" Engineer
Battalion conducted three daysprior
to Memorid Day to commemoratethe
completion of its validation for
deployment. The ceremony was
organized by Lt. Col. William Schutz,
commander of the 1249" engineer
battalion.

ilt is a very specia day for our
soldiers to be able to complete
vaidation for combat and to meet with

(L to R): Sgt. Donald Malarkey (Ret.),
Capt. Shaun P. Martin, 1st Lt. Buck
Compton (Ret.).

two American heroes of the Second
WorldWar,i said Schutz. Thesoldiers
of the 1249" sat transfixed while
transfixed while Compton and
Malarkey described their experiences.
They spoke of the formation and
training of Easy Company aswell asits
preparationsin England prior to D-Day.
After parachuting into Normandy, Easy
Company fought across France,
participated inthe Battle of the Bulge,
and then advanced into Germany where
they took HitlerisEagleisNest Lair. By
thewarisend 72% of Easy Company
had been severely wounded. All but
four percent of thecompanyismembers
wereawarded purple hearts.

Malarkey hastiesto Fort Lewisand
thePacific Northwest. Hegrew upin,
andisdill aresdent of Agtoria, Oregon.
Hereported to Fort Lewisafter being
inducted into the Army and prior to
reporting for parachute training.
Compton described Malarkey asthe
quintessential noncommissioned officer.
Hesaid that hefought thewar by proxy
through Maarkey and hisother NCOs.
1They did what NCOs are supposed
todoo they took chargeOthey never
let me downOthey weretough,i said
Compton. When the war ended
Malarkey held Easy Companyisrecord
for the most consecutive days in
combat. Malarkey was awarded a
Bronze Star for hisserviceaongside
Comptonon June6, 1944 at Brecourt
Manor.

Compton also hastiesto the West
Coast. Prior to World War 11 hewas
attending UCLA, where he competed
inaRose Bowl gameandwasalso a
member of the universityis baseball

team. Marley described Compton as
an outstanding officer. Theassault lead
by Compton on the guns at Brecourt
Manor is still studied by military
historiansand professors. Comptonled
13 soldiers who took out afour-gun
battery of 105mm howitzers. Theguns
Compton destroyed weresignificantly
interfering with the landing forces
moving off Utah Beach on Causeway
Number Two. Comptonis 13-member
team defeated 80 soldiers who were
well dug in. Hisactionsat Brecourt
Manor werethe subject of arecently
delivered series of seven lectures at
West Point on the assault. Compton
said he had no recollections of his
combat experience. For hisdeedsat
Brecourt Manor, Compton was
awarded aSilver Star.

When Martin met Compton and
Ma arkey two generationsof airborne
combat experience came together.
Martin parachuted into Grenadawith
the 82" Airborne, served in Panama,

Sgt. Donald
Malarkey
(Ret.) signs a
poster for Spc.
1st Class
Troy Turner
following the
validation
ceremony.

and in Desert Storm with the 82™
Airborne.

The soldiers of the 1249™" were
deeply moved by Malarkey and
Comptonis|ow-key account of their
experienceswhile serving with Easy
Company. iltwasfantagticto seeliving
history. It gave meadirect connection
to events | had only read aboutOfor
some of our soldiers were dipping
acrosstwo generationsisadMg.Alan
W. Boaz, 1249" EN BN Chaplain.

iWhat they did was
extraordinaryOthey were so low key
about it,1 said Sgt. Calvin Nickell, a
mechanic assigned to the 1249" EN
BNisheadquarterscompany.

The 1249" Engineer Battalion, was
cdledtofederd serviceonMarch 15th,
mobilized for Operation Enduring
Freedom. Other Oregon Guard units
arecurrently servinginlrag. Lastmonth
the 1249" EN BN wasreassignedtoa
homeland security missions aspart of
Operation NobleEaglelll.

Oregon GuardmembersHep Festival AttendeesEnvision New Heights

Photos and Story by Spec. L uke Elliott, 115th Mobile Public Affairs Attachment

Asan estimated two million people gathered over an 11-day period at Portlandis
Tom McCall Waterfront Park for the 2003 Portland Rose Festival, members of
the Oregon National Guard spent that time hel ping peoplereach new heightson
aGuard-sponsored rock climbingwall.

Themohbile25-foot wall in Downtown Portland, where climbersare protected
by an automatic air-pressure belay, may not seem asexhilarating asfreeclimbing
thegranite-faced playgroundsof Yosemite Nationa Park, but for somethismay
bethefirst step to anew career and lifestylewith the Oregon National Guard.

i1tisimportant for todayisyoung adultsto learn about the many benefitsthe
Guard hasto offer,i said Sgt. 1% Class Gregory N. Perez, recruiter and career
counselor fromthe Oregon City Recruiting Office. iltisnot just about tanksand
infantrymen, the Guard hasavariety of other career fieldsthat help peoplegain
important knowledgeand skillsthat will hel pthem throughout life.t

At least one career counselor wasonsiteevery day at thefestival to educate
peopleinterested in the Guard about the many educational and training benefits
the organization offers. They spokewithinterested parties, and offered assis-
tancein designing programsthat meet individualsi career goalsand lifestyles.
Moreover, Guardmemberslike Perez can point out important benefits, bethey
education or training.

IWhat weire doing out hereisnit just about getting new recruits, itis about
introducing the Guard and what we haveto offer to the community. @

Each weekday during thefestival, about 300 people took the opportunity to
meet the soldiersand test their own strength ontherock wall. Ontheweekend,
these numbersjumped to about 500 peopl e per day.

iIWhileonly some of theclimbersareinterested injoining the Guard, weare
hel ping the community get to know usand seewe are people-friendly,T said
Perez. iltisimportant for peopleto learn that Guard membersareapart of their
communitiesit

Sgt. Karl O. Wickstrom, cannon gunner for the 2nd Battalion, assists on the rock wall
at Portlandis 2003 Rose Festival in Tom McCall Waterfront Park.

According to Perez, most of these soldiersdonit work fulltimefor the Guard.
Instead, they work in civilian jobsthroughout the community. Thatishow they
get thenameiCitizen Soldiersi

Pfc. Jenne R. Wagner, who attended the festival, isamember of the 241
Military Intelligence Company. Wagner, who worksduring theweek asawait-
ressinthePortland area, isan example of thisiCitizen Soldier.1

il think itisimportant to havethe Guard out hereat Rose Festival,i said Wagner.
ilf we donit make aconscious effort to show the public that weexist, then they
will never know the sacrificeswe maketo protect our state and country.
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Letters

ORARNGInlrag

WearenowinMosuI,lraq. It

wasaquiet convoy from Kuwait, all
theway to the northern part of Iraqg.
Driving through Bagdad, we saw
somebuildingsthat had been bombed
and lotsof Iragi tanksthat had been
destroyed. Overcomingissueswith
the equipment wasthe largest task.

Lotsand lots of flat tires and leaks
caused by theextremehest. Itisalot
ccooler in the northern part of the
country.

Last week theASPholding there-
covered enemy ammunitioncaughtfire
and exploded over atimeframeof Six
hours. It was close enough that ob-
jectsstarted falling out of the sky near
us. We took cover in an lragi Air
Forcehangar until itwasadll over. All
aresafe.

Themail seemsto bethebiggst con-
cerntothesoldiers. They know the
familiesaresending lotsof lettersand
packagesbut they arevery slow get-
tingtothesoldiers. Thisisatheater-
wideissue, not just Bravo Company.

Capt. Marcus Williams
Commander, B-52 Engineers
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I tisvery hot here and the tem-
peratureswill continueto dimbfor the
next two months. Thecampweare
ainlragisnot asafeplacewith gun-
fireoutsidethewirenightly. Fortu-
nately, many of theroundsarefiredin
theair. Weareawaysgettinginfor-
mation that we will be attacked, so
must be prepared. Convoyisarefre-
quently engaged by sniper firesothis

isnot asafe placeand probably wonit
be for sometime yet. So far all 82
ROC personnel are doing fine and
haveagrest attitude.

Tell al hellofor meand know [im
looking forward to the day we come
home (hopefully by December). Be-
lieveme, theUSA isthegreatest coun-
try on earth!

Col. Charlie Yriarte
Commander, 82 ROC

;

"OREGON STATE

MILITARY DAY - AUGUST 28. 2003
BEAVERS SEASON OPENER V. SACRAMENTO STATE

* Military personnel can purchase up to four tickets for $12 each (regular price $33)
Tickets go on sale July 15th. All orders must be received by August 8th. Tickets are
based on availability. Don’t wait, order your tickets today!
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Oregon Air Guard Salutes Salem-Based Employer

By Maj. DonnaPrigmore, Public Affairs
Officer, HQ, ORANG

UPS Aviation Technologies
(UPSAT), a subsidiary of United Par-
cel Service (UPS), received the Or-
egonAir National Guardis2002 Em-
ployer of theYear Award on March 29
in Portland. Theaward was presented
to John Macnabb, UPSAT isgeneral
manager, and Steve VanArsdde, direc-
tor of manufacturing, during the
ORANGisannual awards banquet.

Eachyear, drill status Guard or Re-
servemembersin each state nominate
civilianemployersfor thisprestigious
award for extrasupport their employ-
ersprovideto écitizen-soldiers employ-
€es.

Master Sgt. Steve Fetters, aservice
technician for UPSAT and amember
of the ORANGiIs 116" Air Control
Squadron in Warrenton, Ore.,
moninated hisemployer duetothetre-
mendous support provided to him
sncebeing called to activeduty insup-
port of Operation Noble Eagle.

According to Fetters, hisentirechain
of supervisorsand many employeesat
UPSAT havegoneto great lengthsto
demonstrate their support and have
shownanoverwhdmingly positiveand
understanding attitudetoward hismili-
tary commitments.

1UPS Aviation Technologies has
maintained my healthinsuranceat no
charge, offeredfinancid asssanceand

extended offersof support and helpto
my family as circumstances have
arisen,i explained Fetters. il havere-
ceived care packages during the holi-
daysand Chrismascardssigned by all
theemployeesi

Fetters, who isUPSAT is only em-
ployeeinthe ORANG admitshaving
hisemployerisfull supportisextremely
important to him asit helps ease the
éworry factori. According to Fetters,
hehasbeenassuredtimeandtimeagan
that heis missed and his job will be
waiting for himwhen hereturnsfrom
activeduty.
1Wearevery anxiousto get him (Fet-
ters) back but wearedso very patient,1
admitted Steve VanArsdale of UPSAT.
1 Weadll havethingsto do that we donit
have control over, sowetry to be as
supportive as we can of him and his
family.1

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jonathon Dyer

(L to R): Brig. Gen. James Cunningham,
Steve VanArsdale, John Macnab, MSgt. Steve
Fetters (116 Air Control Squadron), and Brig.
Gen. Wayne Green.

2-218th Fidds New K night Vehicle;
Army’sNewest Tar geting Sysem

By Maj.Robert C. Fraser, Jr.
Public Affairs Officer, 2nd Battery, 218th Field Artillery

TheFire Support IREDLEGS of the 2-218" FieldArtillery Battaion (2-
218" FA) aretraining with theartilleryisnew fire support system, the M 707
Knight System. The Bataion Commander of the2-218"FA, Lt. Col. DonnillA.
McBride noted iThisisatremendous combat vehicle and thefire support
soldiersarevery excited about working with the new equipment.i

Recently the2-218" FA fielded the K night System, one of themost modern
targeting vehicles to support the combined arms commander of the 41
Separate Infantry Brigade (Enhanced). According to the National Guard
Association of the US legidlative fact sheet dated April 19, 2002; iThe
KNIGHT isaHMMWV-based targeting platform that acquirestargets out
to 10km with sufficient accuracy for Artillery firemissions,; and designates
moving targetsto 3km and stationary targetsto Skm for laser guided munitions

The 2-218" field artillery 13F soldiers assigned to theteams arerefining
their fire support skillsand getting used to the new Mission Training Plans
(MTPs). KNIGHT Team Chiefs, Sgts. Don Ryan and Andrew Philpott have
been spending their freetimeworking out the bugsinthe new system.

1 Weareworking hard to ensurethissystemwill dowhat Brigade Commander
needsit to do.i said Philpott. All membersof the Fire Support Teams (FIST)
will havethe opportunity to get towork with and understand how the equipment
works.

TheMisson of theKnight Systemisto perform 24-hour survelllance, target
acquisition and location, mission " |
execution to support brigade
operations, desgnatetargetsfor Laser
Guided Ordnance, coordinate and
executetimely, accuratefiresfor units
in contact. Several technological
upgradesto thisformidabletargeting
system will insurethat the KNIGHT
system hasthemobility, survivability
and signatureequal or superior tothe
maneuver unitsitwill support. Thisis
asystemthat ishereto stay.

HMMWV-based Knight targeting
system provides US Army with lethal
firepower and support.
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Tactical Communications Prove Difficult

ORANG Members Overcome Numerous
Challengesin a Foreign Land

By Magj.KenBarker and
Tech. Sgt. Kirk Clear
Sguadron Public Affairs Office
244th Combat Communications

Setting up secure tactical
communicationsisnormally awalk in
the park for OregonAir Nationd Guard
Tech. Sgts. Bruce Anderson and John
Schmuhl. That isexcept whentheair
baseisindesolate Afghanistan, where
even simpletaskscan befraught with
unwanted adventure.

Takelaying cableintheground, for
example. Both said that they found
bones from the Soviet-Afghan war
every timethey dug aholeor atrench.
Such waslife at Bagram Air Basein
March, whereaone-week mission can
takeamonth. But if not for the skills
andingenuity of Andersonand Schmuhl,
communications might have taken
longer to establish.

Thetwo arefrom the 224th Combat
Communications Squadron. They were
with the 74th Expeditionary Fighter
Squadron at another deployed location
in March when the 74th and itsA-10
Thunderbolt Ilswere sent to Bagram
to providecloseair support. Anderson

and Schmuhl were responsible for
networking, phonesand ground radio
at the departing base. They werehand
picked to set up communicationsfor
A-10s at Bagram but had no real
picture of conditionsthere.

However, the adventure began
beforethey even sat foot inAfghanistan.
Since their departing base couldnit
support further forward deployment,
especially communications support,
Anderson and Schmuhl wereforced
toquickly improvise. iWehadto beg,
borrow and steal the networking and
tactical phone equipment from other
locations,i said Schmuhl, theground
radio technician. iWe had to take one
radio from another location, scrounge
theantennas, and repair another.i They
expected theorigind set-upwouldtake
just threetofivedays, but themission
lasted a month when delays and
requestspiled up.

Their first week included non-
communicationswork, suchasleveing
ground, buildingwooden platformsfor
tents and setting up tents.
Communications equipment then
arrived six days|ate because pallets

Firefighting: A Real-World Misson

Continued from Pg. 1

Manager, while air operations are
directed by aniAir Attacki Manager,
whoisnormaly acivilian. Thisperson
gives coordinates for idip sitesi fi
whereaircrewswill fill their bucketsii
and idrop sitesi fiwherethewater will
be dumped. Ground crews can also
direct aircraft todrop sites.

Thehdicoptersshuttleback andforth
between the dip and drop sites until
directed to changel ocations, or until fuel
runslow. All refuelingisdoneat the
heli-base, where ground crews stand
by to check the aircraft and do any
needed maintenance. Aircrewstakea
short break, andfill up on somemuch
needed drinking water, which is
essentia inthehot, dry climate.

i1 We normally go out early in the
morning,T addsBennett. iThenwetake
abreak mid-day, and go out againfrom
3intheafternoontill around 8 at night.

Sinceflight operationsonly tekeplace
duringtheday, dl aerid firecontainment
must hgppen beforenightfdl. Post-flight
briefingsare held at the end of every
day, where crews can voice concerns
or feedback about the dayis
operations. Aircrews then get a hot
meal, ashower (if theyirelucky), and
somemuch neededrest. Thefollowing
morning, anaviation briefing coversthe
previous daysi events, along with
feedback on any issues brought up
during the previousday. Crewsthen
report to their aircraft for another day
of fightingfires.

Most aircrews work a 6-on, 1-off
scheduleuntil directed to another fire

Sgt. Rayna Quinn contemplates the
beauty of the John Day Forest during a
forest firefighting training mission.

base, or told to report back to their
homebase, normally after two weeks
during a normal fire season, and
sometimesafter longer periodsof time
during a particularly busy season.
However, dl crewsonrotationremain
in a constant state of readiness
throughout theentirefire season.

iltis a real-world mission,i says
Bennett. iltissomethingthet leavesyou
with afedling of accomplishment. Itis
very exciting, andit leadsto somepretty
good camaraderie among the crews.i

But thetoughest questionto answer,
according to Bennett?
IWhenwill thefiresend? He says
chuckling.

Special thanks to Capt. Sean Pierce of
Det. 1-113th for his contribution to this
article.

Tech. Sgts. Bruce Anderson and Kirk Clear pose next to an Air Force A-10
Thunderbolt Il at Bagram AFB.

onboard a transport plane were
unloaded at astopover point to make
room for higher-priority equipment.
Additional requests for radios,
computer drops and phonelinesfor
several other locationsthen added to
theworkload. Once communications
equipment arrived, however, they filled
initial requestswithin 48 hours.
Anderson and Schmuhl mapped-out
adetailed communicationsplanfor the

compound and used every bit of the
equipment they brought with them.
Other communicationspersonnel
fromthe 74th now maintain the
equipment on atwo-week rotational
basis. Two-thirdsof the
communicationsunitincludesAir
Guardsmenfrom Cdifornia, Illinais,
Nebraska, New Mexico, Oregon,
Pennsylvania., South Carolina, Utah
and Washington.

Per sonnel Profile

By Chief Warrant Officer Pete Davis
HQ STARC, ORANG

December 23, 2002 will dwaysbe
aspecia day for Chief Warrant Officer
Michael C. Cataldo.

Whileflying over the skiesof Saudi
Arabiaduring TD Mission 126, iMr.
Ciofficially logged over 1000 flight
hours in the UH-60L Blackhawk
helicopter. Not bad for aflying career
of 25 yearsand atotal of over 8000
accident freehoursflight timeto date.

Accompanying himonthemilestone
flight were crewmembers Chief
Warrant Officer Jacob Weber, and
Sgt. Raymond Paterson. Passengers
on boardthe helicopter were: Cpt. Leo

Manahl, Saff Sqt. ChrisBill, Tech. Sqt.

Pilot Reaches M ilestne Flight

Mike Serricchio, 2nd Lt. Dave
Johnson, SaudAl-huraish (RSAF) and
Lt. Col. TomWalker (ER Doc).

It wasagreat | ate afternoon flight
withlight windsand visibility of fifteen
miles. Astheaircraft landed the sun
was setting in the west 6 the perfect
timeof theday tofly.

A ceremony at the operationstrailer
that marked the occasionincluded a
card and acoin, lots of hand shakes
and congratulations, a Budweiser
(non-alcohalic) beer, and a lots of
laughs.

Cataldowasamong thelast element
of the 1042nd Medical Company to
returnfromther deploymentinsupport
of Operations Enduring Freedom,
Desert Spring and Iragi Freedom.
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Oregon National Guard Invades Capitol

Onlookers flock to view the 1042ndis UH-60 iFirehawki, which was on display for the
First Annual National Guard Appreciation Day, held at the state capitol in Salem, Ore., on
June 27, 2003. Membersof OregonisArmy and Air National Guard were on hand, displaying
hardware, equipment, and answering questions. Legislators and officials were treated to
a Bar-B-Que salmon luncheon on the capitol steps. Magj. Gen. Alexander Burgin, Brig.
Gen. James Cunningham and other military dignitaries were in attendance.

Guardmember éHoti in Chili Cook-Off

Staff Sgt. Sean Wilson placed first in the
Rogue Beer Chili Cook-Off with hisentry,
1SeanisBeer-Blazing Elk Chilii, madewith
none other than...elk-meat. The contest
was held on May 17, 2003 in downtown
Portlandis Pearl District, where Wilson
competed against other contestants from
throughout the state. Proceeds from the
event went to the Oregon National Guard
Emergency Relief Fund, which provides |
financial aid to families of deployed
soldiers. 1l had ablast,i said Wilson. iitis
not your ordinary thing you do for your country, but it was definitely fun.i Wilsonisinvolvement
with the competition stems from an ongoing relationship with area businesses who promote the
National Guardisinvolvement in community events such as the cook-off.
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WinaHarley-Davidson Motorcycle

The Oregon National Guard Emergency Relief Fund will raffle off a
customized 2002 FLHTC ElectraGlide Classic motorcycle. Some stock
partsfor the motorcycle, aswell as some leather accessorieswill also be
giventothewinner dongwiththebike. Only 5000 ticketswill besold at $5
each. Tickets can be purchased through KTVL-TV in Medford, D & S
Cyclesin Phoenix, Ore., or Sgt. MarthaGarciaat Joint Headquarters (503-
584-3939). Checksshould be made payableto the Oregon National Guard
Emergency Relief Fund (ONGERF). Thedrawingwill be held Aug. 30,
2003 at 4 p.m. at D & S Cycles where the bike is currently on display.
KTVL-TV, Channel 10 (CBS &ffiliate in Medford) will broadcast the
promoation.

Thebikewasdonated by aRoseburg couplewhowish to remain anonymous.,

Y (July 11-13; 20% off book pur-

Businesses Offer

Military Discounts

Thefollowingarejust afew area
bus nessesand merchantsthat of -
fer discountsto military members
andtherfamilies. Vaidmilitary or
dependentisID isrequiredtore-
ceivediscounts.

Schuckis Auto Supply, Sears
(10%, check your local store),
BaxterisAuto, Thrifty Auto Sup-
ply, Kinkois (Free internet ac-
cess), The RingSide Restaurant
(Glendoveer), DressBarn (15%
at Woodburn & Mall 205), Eddie
Bauer Apparel, Home or Outlet
Stores; 20%, and BorderBooks
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chasesonly).

If you know of other businesses
offering discounts, or changesor
correctionstothelist, please con-
tact Petti Hel zer at the Family Cen-
ter at (503) 557-5339, or viae-
mail at:
Peiti.Hel zer@or.ngb.army.mil.
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