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Changeof Commandforthe216thM.1. Co.

by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116
BCT Public AffairsNCO

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-

The Soldiers of the
Intel -
ligence (M.l.) Company
conducted a Change of

216" Military

Capt. Tschepen (L), Brig. Gen. Gayhart (C), and Capt. Hicks
prepareto pass on the unit Guidon during the 216 M.I. Co. Cof C
ceremony. (Photo by Saff Sgt.Jack White, 116th BCT PAO NCO)

=1

Sinceour arrival here at
FOB Warrior, we have
encountered numerous
vandalismsin

CSM Briefing

by 145th SPT Bn.Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Charles Whittier

Regulations and are

therefore punishable

under the UCMJ.
What | find

Regardless of the mo-
tivation behind these
acts, it must be clearly
understood that these
acts of destruction are
in violation of Army

the showers discouraging
and latrines. is the fact
As stewards that not one
of the facili- of these indi-
tiesthe Army viduals have
has placed in been  ob-
our care, this served in the
kind of be- act and re-
havior is un- CavWwhittier | ported and
acceptable. seldom will

soldiers notify the
Mayors office of major
damage. Does this tell
me that we accept this
behavior as normal

Continued on page3

Command ceremony July
1, at theWarrior gym, here
at Forward Operating
Base (FOB) Warrior, Irag.

The ceremony began
with the outgoing and
incoming unit
commanders executing
the ceremonial hand-over
of the unit Guidon.

Next, the outgoing
Commander of the 216™
M.l. Co., Capt. James
Hicks, addressing special
guests including 116
Brigade Combat Team
Commander, Brig. Gen.
Alan Gayhart, acting
Brigade Cmd. Sgt. Mgj.
Charles Whittier, and the
troops telling them how
proud he had been of
commanding such afine
unit.

Incoming 216" M.I.
Co. Commander, Capt.
Kimberly Tschepen, then

Continued on page4

Commander’s Corner

by Brigadier General Alan Gayhart, Commander

FellowWarriors,
The support from the rear
mekesmeproud. Unlikeour

many other items are
prohibited for use or
possession. Not only isthis

forefathers who fought in  aviolaionof theUCMJthat
Viet Nam, the can cost you
support of our rank and
Nation, States money, it
and com- violates the
munitiescould customs  of
not be better. Idamtha many
Everyday | see of the countries
“survival” (especially
packages sent Kuwait and
to us, not only BG Gayhart Iran)) are based
from our families, but by  upon. Our mgjor task herein

average citizens who
continue to support each of
us while we conduct the
missonour nation hasasked
usto complete.

Couple of words of caution
however. Many of thewell-
wishers, whether family or
friends, may not be aware
theat weareredtrictedinwhat

we may possess. Alcohal,
pornographic materid and

Iragisto gain the support of
the locd citizens for their
government and the Iragi
and codition security forces
If we fail to abide by locd
customs, we can negatively
affect our misson here. If
you receive these items,
immediady placetheminan
amnesty box and save

Continued on page3

1s Syt. AntonioForuriastandsat thefront of the216thM.1. Co.
formation, awaiting thecommencement of the Change of Command

Ceremony, July 1. (Photo by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116 BCT PAO)
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Shakebitesisa product of the 116th Brigade Com-
bat Team Public Affairs Office. It isthe official com-
mand information publication of the 116th BCT. This
publication’sintent isto provide timely and relevant
information to the soldiers, familiesand employers of
the 116th BCT.

Shakebites Staff

Capt. Monte Hibbert
PublicAffarsOfficer

Staff Sgt. Jack White
PublicAffarsNCO

Spc. Cathy Alberto
PublicAffairs Speciaist

HHC, 116 BCT Sol di ersrecelveaNerds

by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116
BCT Public AffairsNCO

10 members of
Headquarters, Head-
quarters Company, 116™
Brigade Combat Team,
were awarded medals and
ribbons at an awards
ceremony at the HHC
command post on July 21,
by 116 BCT commander,
Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart.

Eight Soldiers were
presented the Army
Commendation Medal,
Capt. Matthew Wilson,
Chief Warrant Officer

- a1 b
The awardees from (R to L),Saff Sgt. John Carter, Spc.
DennisWertz, Soc. Robert Lyle, Soc. Grace Bergam, Cpl. Tanya
Personette, Sgt. William Smithson, Sgt. 1st Class Joseph
Lammers,Sot. 1st Class Charles Embretson, Chief Warrant
Officer Rudolfo Wise, and Capt. Matthew Wi lson.

Rudolfo Wise, Sgt. 1st
Class Charles

Submission Policy
The Snakebites staff welcomes submissionsfrom its
readers. If you have an article and/or photo that you
feel would be appropriate for this publication please
e-mail it to jack.white4@us.army.mil and
monte.hibbert @us.army.mil or drop it by the PAO
officeat Bldg. 370, FOB Warrior.

Medialnterview Tips
* Alwaystell thetruth.
* Assume that everything you say will be used and
attributed to you. Avoid “ Off the record” conversa-
tions with reporters. If you don’'t want to see it in
print or on television, don’t say it.
* Stay inyour lane; talk only about things for which
you are responsible.
* Do not speculate.
* |t'sok to say: “I don’t know.”
* Refer specific recruiting questionsto your recruiter.
* If you can’'t answer a reporter’s question, explain
why. For example, if the incident is under investiga-
tion, just let the reporter know.
* Alwaysremain calm and professional.
* Practice what you want to say in front of amirror or
afriend to become more comfortable.
* Beyourself. You have agreat story to tell and your
community wantsto hear it!
* Discuss what you know, provided OPSEC is not
violated.

*xxxxxX* ATTENTION MEDIA OUTLETSF*****x*
The 116th BCT hasno rel ease authority for information about
casulties or deaths. This falls to our higher headquarters.
Please don't query us directly for this information. Thank
you.

Combat Infan-try Badge,

--Anonymous

| could have saved alife that day,
But | chose to look the other way.
It wasn't that | didn't care,

| had the time, and | was there.

But | didn't want to seem afool,
Or argue over asafety rule.

| knew he'd done the job before,
If | spoke up, he might get sore.

The chances didn't seem that bad,

I'd donethesame, Heknew | had.

So | shook my head and walked on by,
Heknew therisksaswdll asl.

Hetook the chance, | closed an eye,
Andwith that act, | let him die.

If you see arisk and walk away,

Then hope you never have to say,
| could have saved alife that day,
But | chose, to ook the other way.

| could have saved alife that day,
But | chose to look the other way.

Now every timel see hiswife,

I'll know, | should have saved hislife.
That guilt is something | must bear,
But it isn't something you need share.

If you see arisk that others take,
That puts their health or life at stake.
The question asked, or thing you say,
Could help them live another day.

was Staff Sgt. John C.
| Embretson, Cater.

| Sgt. 1% Class The medals and badges
'1J oseph weretheresult of their
Lammers, Sgt.  effortsduring the overseas
William deployment phase of the
Smithson, Cpl. unit, and during the
T a n y a movement phase of the

Personette, unitfromKuwaittolrag.
Spc. Grace The formation of HHC
Bergam and Soldiers were addressed
Spc. Robert by Brig. Gen. Gayhart
Lyle. Awarded immediately following the
the  Army awards presentations. He
Acheivement commended all of themfor
Medal, was theexemplaryjobthey had
g“dtiiﬁgmcoéepzcmm‘wﬂc@m Spc. Dennis donesofar and asked them
g;an%gi,r\]/; an ;&Omo%h%ﬂ?hs'sg_'g '| Wertz  and to stay focused and keep

awarded the up the good work.
| Chose to Look the Other Way




Vol. 5 Ed. 24, July 2005

Snakebites

Page 3

Snake River Chapel Schedule

Sunday
0900 - Catholic Mass
1100 - General Protestant Worship
Service
1400 - Catholic Mass
1530-LDS
Monday
1830- LDSFamily HomeEve. CP18,
Pod 15
1900 - Praise Band Rehearsal
Tuesday
1930 - Men'sFellowship
Wednesday
1900 - Bible Study
Thursday
1930- Bible Study
Friday
1200 - Muslim Prayer Service @ Base
Mosque
Saturday
1930 - Gospel Service

Freedom (Air Force) Chapd Schedule

Sunday

0630 - Protestant M or ning Prayer

0800 - Gospel Service

0900- L atter-Day Saints@theLRC

1000 - Contemporary Protestant Wor ship Svc.
1130 - CatholicM ass

1900 - Traditional Protestant Wor ship Service
2000- Latter-Day Saints@theLRC

Monday

1900 - L adiesFellowship

1945 - Godly Father s/HusbandsBible Sudy (Chapel
Admin. Office)

Monday-Thursday

1130 - CatholicM ass

Tuesday
1900 - Weekly Catholic M editation @theLRC
1930 - Protestant Band Practice

Wednesday
1900 - Bible Sudy
2130 - Praise & Worship Rehear sal

Thursday
1930 - Protestant Band Practice

Friday
1900 - Gospel Service

Saturday

1900- Catholic M ass

2030- Lutheran Service
2115- Rosary & Mass(DFAC)

Adversity

— The Best Teacher

by Chaplain (Lt.Col.) John Worster, 116th BCT Chaplain

Inmy family kids, dogs, Coleman-brand
white gasoline stoves, guns, and cans of
new potatoes rode in the backseet of cars,
andinthebedsof trucks. Youdidn't get up
front with the adults—you just
took your chances with the
houndsunder thecamper shell.
So, after begging my Father to
take me hunting, he finaly
rdentedwhen| wastwelve. He
gravely instructed me that
“We'll get you somebootsand
socksand you'll keep up with
therest of us. When your toes

Chaplain Worster

necklinefdtlikeit had beenrunover by aD-
9. All Saturday we plowed through snow:
up hills, down hills. No deer, just waking
and gtalking and cold toes: cold which
wiggling didn’t help, and ill
does't. But, | didn't whine.
Findly, theday endedwithme
cold, aching, and exhaugted in
theback of Hans Cruiser with
the horse equipment.

We drove into Kyburz and
parked in front of the Knotty
Pine Tavern. This
establishment was also the

get cold, wigglethem, andthere
will benowhining.” Thesedaysthat kind of
talk can get your kidstaken away fromyou.
Butnotin1974. | agreedtothetermsof this
trety, got new bootsfrom theKinney Shoe
Store, and rode one Friday afternooninthe
beck of the truck, with the aforementioned
equipment, into the High Sierras, to atown
cdled Kyburz. We went, as dways, with
Hans abig Svedewhohad anivory-colored
Toyota Land Cruiser:  the boxy kind thet
used to have metd in the body.

It was November, and it had begun to
snow asonly it canin the Serras—enough
to stop even the Donner Party. My braces
had just beentightened—the old metal band
typethat they used towinch upwithacome-
adong device — and everything above my

town pogt officeand church. |
figured Dad and Hanswanted some barley
pop and that I'd be invited it — seeing thet
I'd survived the day’s activities. Instead,
inflictingmoreadversty onme, my oldman
sad, “ Stay intheback, cover upwith those
horse blanketsif your get cold, and if you
absolutely have to come in, go to the bar
andtdl thelady, ‘I'mamidget, and | wanta
coke'”

| complied with the orders, got under the
dinky, wool saddleblanketsand proceeded
to get redly mad. After a hdf hour of
counting the bullet holes in the Toyotal
couldn’t gtand it any longer and went into
theTavern. Truetoitsname, it had tongue-

Continued on page 1l

Don’t Forget!

Important Datesto Remember:

4 July - Independence Day

5 September - Labor Day

11 September - Patriots Day/
Grandparents Day

17 September - Citizenship Day

10 October - Columbus Day

You don't want to forget your loved
ongsanniversariesor birthdayd Sart
planning now!

Commanders Corner...

Continued from pagel

yourself a lot of grief. In
addition, there are strict
guiddlines on what we can
ship back home. What may
seem innocent, such as a
small war relic, may be
prohibited by higher
command or U.S. Customs.
Customs screens all

packages throughout its
travel, and athough thelocal
post office may accept it, it
will likely be intercepted
elsewhere. Again, be
cautious on what you send.
Penalties for violations of
the UCMJ or U.S. law can
be painful to the pocketbook
and potentially have long
term effects on your caresr.

CSM Briefing...

Continued from pagel

daily operations, or do
we not care? The la-
trines are in better shape
than when we arrived
and KBR is pouring
money into them to re-
pair and maintain them.

Continued on pagel12
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What would bethe onething you would change about Irag?

==

Sgt'l‘l hySrrmons

“:jn'

Spc. ShaneMitchell

Saff Sgt. Scott Johnson N Spc. Andrew Recio Spoc. Aaron Gilmore
HHC, 116 BCT F Biry, 188 ADA B Co., 250th Sgnal HHC, 116th BCT BBty., TF 1-148FiddArtillery
11
“Thetrustof thel | “ The edu- " ThQ/ need “That |
Iragis: With ionof | | Thehot| | peter sani-

i callono er sani Idn't
their help, we thel : ” ionf woulan
can defeat the € rac!! Waha' tetionter be here.”

AIF” people. cilities” '

216M.l.CofC.. candidate school. She Capt. Tschepen  back to school and received  moved to Corvallis, Ore.,
Continued from pagel received her commissionin ~ graduatedfromHighSchool a BS in Mechanical  whereshe currently resides.
spoke to her new command  Aug of 1997 whereshewas  in Milbank, S. Dakota. She  Engineering from Boise Former commander Capt.
andguests tdlingthem,“lam  assignedtothe 116 Brigade  receivedanAAfromFergus  State University, in May of  Hicks, hasbeenreassignedto
very grateful to be giventhe  Combat Team’'sS-2 section  Falls Community College,  2000. the 116 Brigade Combat
chancetocommandthe216th  as a tactical intelligence  FergusFalsMinn.,in1988. Capt. Tschepenisandive  Team'sS-2 Section.

M.I. Company for the
remainder of our Ol Frotation.
Having been part of the216th
M.1. Company before, the
soldiers in the company are
close to my heart. They dl
have very specid tdents and
play alargeraleinour mission
hereinlrag. | look forwardto
bringing them al home and
continuing to serve them as
their commander upon our
return to the dates’.

Capt. Tschepen enlisted
in the Idaho Army Natinal
Guard in 1995, attending
basictrainingandAIT (91B),
then went directly to officer

officer. Shethen attended the
M1 Officer Basic Course at
FT Huachuca, Ariz.,
remaininginthe S-2 section
when shereturned. Shethen
spent two years at the
216th M.1. company asthe
ACT Chief and XO, from
June 2001 to August 2003.
L ater, shemoved back over
tothe Bde. S-2 shop asthe
assistant S-2 and remained
until deployed to Iraqwith
the rest of the Bde. She
completed the M.I. Officer
Advance Course in
October of 2005, just
before deploying.

She then received a BA in
Math from Moorhead State
Moorhead
Minn.in1990. Shelater went

University,

of OakesN. Dakota, but grew
upinS Dakota Shemovedto
Boise, Idaho in October of
1994. In August 2003, she

1] 4 _t ot 1
Outgoing Commander of the 216th M.I. Co.,Capt. James
Hicks,speaks to his command at the Change of Command cer-
emony, July 1. (Photo by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116 BCT PAONCO).

STAY ALIVE

Stop and Think!
IED deadly
“Killors.
Conduct 5 and 25

meter checks around
your position.
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A letter toevery soldier withthe 116 BCT who deployedto Iragwith a
personal digital camera

by George F. Johnson, Visual
Information manager, the
Idaho Army National Guard

| wasthe guy with thecam-
era photographing you as
Governor Kempthorne and
party wished you asafere-
turn as you boarded for

your missionto Irag. | was
out there on the tarmac
with you at England Air
Force Base, Alexandria,
Louisiana last Thanksgiv-
ing. My job was to offi-
cially document for the
Nationa Guard Bureau and

Department of theArmy the
historical photographic
record of your departure as
amember of the 116 CAV
BCT. | was fortunate to
record many meaningful
imagesthat will help better
tell your story to future
generations. Many of you
stopped as you boarded to

take a picture of me with
your digital cameras as |
was taking a picture of
you. Therearealot of you
who deployed to Irag with
a good quality personal
pocket camera and you
have been taking images
since your feet hit the
ground over there.

Okay Guysy This
never know (ihat
On thrze { One..,

Twioecs

iz, 1§ Theys||

hit em?, .,

THReE !

ﬁ-’ ﬂl#lw

Lieutenant Dumbler’s career hit awall when he failled to
notice the typo on the OPORD. Instead of ‘clear’ it read ‘ clean’

| have received many pho-
tographsfrom your deploy-
ment that | will usein pub-
lication of a book, moreto
the point a deployment
photo album of you doing
your job. | also will select
certain images for a large
print photo exhibition, both
projects to be produced
upon your return to ldaho.
| lack imagesfromthefield
and those are the ones |
need most to tell our fami-
liesand friends, employers
and others just exactly
what it is you were doing
for your job, where you
were, what everyday life
was for you deployed to
bring freedom and democ-
racy for thefirst timetothe
Iraqi people.

Mission oriented photos
are what | need most, out
in the field, you and your
fellow soldiersonthejob. |
need images of what you
do best, what you were sent
over thereto do. Theremust
be hundreds of images al-
ready taken with personal
cameras by you and your
fellow soldiers? | want to
see them. What | am look-

Continued on page9

The ‘Five C's simplify improvised explosive device fight in Irag

By Staff Sgt. Mark St.Clair
Multi-National Corps —
Iraq Public Affairs Office

CAMPVICTORY, Ira+
Fivepotentidly life-sav-
ing words are being driven
home to Coalition service
members and civilians
throughout the Operation
Iragi Freedomtheater.
Confirm, clear, cal, cor-
don, and control are the
“Five Cs’ that represent a
simpleset of guidelinesthat
Coalition forces can and
should usewhen encounter-
ing a suspected improvised

explosivedevice. “Therea
son we teach the Five Csis
because they make an easy
to remember guide for (ser-
vice members) to follow if
they suspect or find an
IED,” saidAlex Szigedi, op-
erationsofficer, Joint Impro-
vised Explosive Device De-
feat Task Force, Camp Vic-
tory.

Using methods like the
FveCssmplifies|ED awvare-
ness and “helpsin the deci-
sion-making process, help-
ing it become second-na-
ture. They' redsoonthelED

Smart Card,” saidLt. Col. Ted
Martin, chief, JEDDTF. The
IED Smart Card isproduced
by the Victory-based |[ED
Working Group.

The IED Working
Group, led by British Mg.
Gen. Mark Mans, MNC-I
deputy commander, meets
weekly. Liaisonsfrommajor
subordinate ground units,
information operations del-
egates, ordnance-destruc-
tion contractors and others
cometogether to discussad-

Continued on page 12

Explosive ordnancedisposal technicians, such asthose
pictured here, arecalled in to deal with improvised explo-
sivedevicethreatsthroughout I rag. (Photo courtesy of OR
Joint |ED-Defeat Task Force)
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145th Support Battalion

DD 1750,DA 5748 R, load
plans, connexs, dl termsnor-
mally asociated with geeks
carying clip boards and dia-
gramsof theinsidesof boxes.
Butat thistime, whenthe 145th
Support Battaion starts|ook-
ing homeward, they are the
sweetest words, phrases and
Army-eseexpressonsever ut-
tered. Why? Because the
morefamiliar we dl arewith
them, thefaster and moreeffi-
cently wecandl gethomeand
seethefamiliesthat havebeen
pining so long to see us.

We have accomplished
wonderful thingshereinbeaur
tiful Kirkuk, but likeal good
things, this deployment must
cometoanend. Sincearriv-
ing in theater, the mighty
SIDEWINDERShavemoved
oceansof water, mountainsof
food and provided a mother
load of careand supporttothe
BCT organization.

Now, we mugt sart look-
ingtotheother real world, full
of another enemy, an enemy
we have become unfamiliar

We have been over
here almost seven months
now and boy have we
doneoneheck of ajob. Our
maneuver units have hit
the road clearing routes,
stabilizing towns,
performed community
relations and have made a
differencein the country’s
democratic process. Our
Brigade hasworked hardto
bring stability and dignity
to the people of northern
Irag. While enforcing
standards to keep us on
task, providing for our
welfare, and most of al
taking all precautions
possible to bring all of us
back home safe. Theseare
just some of the ways the

Moving lessons learned

by Lt. Col. Terry Harrell, 145th SPT Bn. Commander

with- Choice. Choicelurksat
every stop light, springing
battles on you like — burgers
or restaurant, margarine or
butter, sports or weekend
camping. Your oldfamiliar fa
voritewill begone---if thisis
Thursday, it must bepork --- if
it'slunch, it must be chicken,
[eft behind to serve another.
Youwill befacedwiththe
battle of color coordination;
you will have to choose be-
tween prints or solids, long
deevesor short. Youwill soon
befacing chalengesof going
todegpand gettingwokenup
by the thunderous roar of
crickets, and wordt of dl, be-
ing woken up by the explo-
son of thejoyful laughter of
our spouses and children.
But between here and
there, liesaroad fraught with
connexsandload plans, plans
that will give us a better or
worseaccounting of theitems
wewill betakinghome. The
load plan, likewool longjohns

N\

LTC Harre

“Your future
depends on
many things,
but mostly on
you.”

-Frank Tyger

in summer, can seem likethe
mogt uncomfortableand pain-
ful things, but if filled out cor-
rectly (and worn during a
snow storm) can provide all
thewarm comfort of knowing
you will safdy pass through

themost demanding First Ser-
geant, Sergeant Mgor or cus-
toms ingpector.

WhentheSIDEWINDER
Batdionwaspreparingforits
trip across the big pond, we
learned alot of vduable les-
sons for safely packing our
affairs, lessons that will help
us in passing these barriers
betweenusand arriving expe-
ditioudy home to the warm
olow of our families Themain
lesson learned is to get the
sectionsintimatey involvedin
the packing of everything,
becauseEVERY THING will
get ingpected upon leaving
Irag, everything.

The Unit Movement Of-
ficershavebeenworkingwith
your sections sergeants, in-
Sructing them on how to cor-
redlyfill outaDD 17500r pack-
ing ligt. Each and every sol-
dierwill havetobefamiliarwith
thisform, asitiswhat will de-
fine to the customs agent ex-
actly the contentsof your foot

One heck of ajob

by Command Sgt. Maj.Charles Whittier , 145th SPT Bn.

brigade is striving to keep
this organization
functioning. | will tell you,
with themix of personalities
and backgrounds of this
group, | salute the effort. If
anyone can do a better job,
my hat off to them. We do
not have to make everyone
happy; wejust need to make
it tolerable and safe. Now
since | represent the best
Support Battalion in the
Brigade, | must take a
moment to blow my own
horn for the great soldiers |
represent. Now we may not
clear villages, wemay not set
up TCP's, and we may not
be the best looking bunch

CSM Whittier

in the brigade, but we can
keep our headshigh. Doyou
realize that our SSA has
already processed nearly
80,000 requiditionssincewe
beenhere, whilethe25th 1D
previousto ushit right at 36,
000tota requisitionsfor the
year they werehere. Our total
deadline time for vehicle

repair has been more than
outstanding, with turn
around time among the best
in the Division. Our
convoys distribute the best
UGR'sinthegtretofeed the
troops, The purest fuel and
themost accurateammo one
can find anywhere. Our
trucksareready early each
morning to go out the gate
to support the best war
fighters Iragq has seen to
date. Our Medics are
spread far and wide
supporting FOB’s,
traveling with convoys,
and sticking a bandage on
anything that looksred, or
a topical solution on

lockers, your sectiona unit
boxes, your tool kits, etc.

The other form that most
everyone will see and useis
the DA 5748-R. Once your
foot lockers and sectional
equipment is safely stacked
and stored, blocked and
braced, you will have to lay
out your load plan of your
connex onthisform. Think of
itasal750fortheconnex. The
5748-R shows the layout of
the contents of the connex,
which must match with the
actua layout and contents. If
there are any discrepancies,
the best thing you can antici-
pateisto repack your connex.
Large discrepancies or any
sort of contraband canlead to
unplessant delays either with
customs officias or military
police

The next lesson learned
wastoinvolveasmany of the
participants as early as pos
shbleintheplanningand pack-
ing process. If you have not

Continued on pagel12

anything that looks like a
rash. Theseguysaredoing
agreatjobasaredl medics
inthedistrict. Look at this
Brigadeasasmall town, as
we have as many soldiers
here as towns have
citizens. The mix of events
and the force structure is
complicated at best and to
work as one machine
relying on al the parts, is
being done daily thanksto
all of us. We must work as
one, as without the other
we would fail. We are a
team working together
doing one heck of a good
job and | have no regrets
on the company | keep
withyou, thegreat soldiers
of the116 BCT.
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145th Support Battalion

145th SB’s photo contest

For the lagt two months,
soldiersof the 145th Support
Bataion havesubmitted pic-
tures of their deployment, to
the Battaion Photo Contest.
All soldierswereencouraged
to participate in the contest
to see a full spectrum
of photographs taken of
events since deployment
darted. Picturesranged from
sunsets and animals, to
convoysand Iragi children.
The pictureswerepostedin

thehalway of the 145th Sup-
port Battalion TOC, and all
visitorswere encouraged to
voteontheir favorite photo.
Thewinner of the contest re-
celved $50.00and 2nd place
earned $25.00 for their ef-
fort. Thecontest winner was
Spc. Carl Matthews, with a
three way tie for second.
The second place finishers
were 1st Lt. Smith, Chief
Warrant Officer Wise, and
1st Sgt. Vawser.

The 145th
Support Battalion is
pleased to announce
it's NCO of the
Month for June,
2005. Staff Sgt. Diana
Parenti isamember of
the Treatment
Platoon of C
Company, 145th
Support Battalion.
Parenti hailsfromthe
California Army
National guard
where she holds the
position of
Ambulance Platoon

compelled her

145th Spat. Bn NCO of theMonth

45 58,115 BE
“WHARRIEN MENCY

Saff Sgt.Diana Parenti, 145th Sot.Bn.
NCO of the Month for June 2005.

Sergeant for the 340th volunteer eventhoughshe and the first to ask, “is
Forward Support had no guarantee she everythingOK?’
Battalion. She would be assigned to the
volunteered for OIF Il same unit as Spc. Ables. NCO of the Month are
after finding out that one Staff Sgt. Parenti works  Staff Sgt. Ronald Stewart
of her medics, Spc. Ables, astheNon-Commissioned  of HH, 145 SPT BN, and
was being sent to Irag. Officer in charge of the Staff Sgt. Robert Cook of
Her loyalty toher soldier ward and with her B Company, 145th Spt.
to background asalicensed Bn.

Other nominees for

Practical Nurse
(LPN), has greatly
benefited thewardin
its care for patients.
She helped write the
ward SOP, and
implement  and
enforce the
accountability of
narcotics. She is
detail oriented witha
moral code that will
not let her ignore a
wrong. Her bedside
manner isremarkable,
with time to listen to
al that need to talk

One of the 2nd Place photos submitted in the contest.

One of the 2nd Place photos submitted in the contest.

145th Spt. Bn. Soldler of theMonth

The 145th Support
Battalion is pleased to
announce its choice for
Soldier of the Month for
June 2005. Spc. James
Bdderson of A Compary,
145th Spt. Bn. was
sHectedfromanumber of
highly qudified soldiers
for his achievements and
dedication.

Spc. Balderston has
beenintheservicedmost
eight years now and is
currently working in the
maintenance section asa
63B. Whileassgnedtothe

Foc.JamesBalder ston, 145th Sot.Bn.

Soldier of the Month for June 2005.

fulfilling respongibilities
on and off duty hours
andhisenthusiadtic spirit
motivates everyone
around him. His
willingness to further
seek knowledge in the
maintenancefiddandhis
‘can do' attitude are his
biggest strengths. He
also plays on the
company’'smaintenance
softbdl teeamand isvery
involvedintheChristian
Church.

Other candidates
for Soldier of the

Maintenance Platoon, his 7,200 hours in unscheduled Monthinclude Spc. Michael
contributions have helped man-hour repairs Baderston gy of HHC, 145 Spt. Bn.,
maintain a higher level of isasoaqudified CombetLife  gpc. Sandy Allen of C Co.,
readiness on the unit SaverandoneofthebetM-  145¢th Spt. Bn. and Spc.

equipment. Healsoisakeyto  2gunnersinthecompany. His  Thomas Heffelfinger of B
the section achieving over  positive attitude helps in  co,, 145th Spt. Bn.
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B Company, TF 2-116 train Aruba

Police

Members of 1st pla-
toon, 3rd squad, Bravo
Company, TF 2-116 Ar-
mor, recently gave seven
members of the Aruba
Police station afirst-aid
class, to prepare them to
deal with serious
wounds.

Soldiersof B Co., TF
2-116 Armor, provided

seven lragi Policemen
from the town of Aruba,
Iraq, a class on dealing
with abdominal wounds
and head wounds, in-
valuable training which
will save lives as the po-
lice operateintheir com-
munity.

The officers said that
their police station's
supply system hadn’t
been able to supply

them with the proper
equipment, such as first-
aid kits.

The training was
quite a success. The po-
licefelt it worthwhile and
that it should continue in
the future with the train-
ersfrom TF 2-116 Armor.
These police are receiv-
ing training which they
probably would not re-
ceive otherwise.

TF2-116 ded swith hospital’ ssecurlty

Soldiersof TF 2-116 Ar-
mor have been busy
helping a local hospital
with it's security issues,
recently.

Capt. Schroeder, of TF
2-116 Armor, has been
working with the local
hospital on developing
protocols for security
and crowd control dur-
ing MASCAL events.
Currently they have no
plan and no method for
controlling entry to the
hospital or entry into
patient’s rooms, which
poses a threat to every-

Suicideatack injuresiA, avilians

Soldiersof TF 2-116
Armor were enroute to
Kirkuk General Hospital
when they heard over
the radio that there had
been an explosion. They
were on 1st Bridge Road
in Kirkuk when they
heard the call. After
crossing the bridge,
several shots were fired
in the vicinity of the
convoy. They arrived at
Kirkuk General Hospital
and the Suicide Vehicle-
Borne Improvised Explo-
sive Device (SVBIED)

one. Capt. Schroeder
says he is concerned
that having huge
crowds of people
around, not only puts
the patients at risk be-
cause the hospital staff
will not be able to per-
form their duties, but
also puts the hospital at
risk for a terrorist to
come in during a
MASCAL event and
disrupt operations or
potentially cause more
harm. By tightening se-
curity standards, this
can be prevented.

casualties had arrived at
almost the same time.
Five lragi Army Sol-
diers had been injured,
aswell asfour civilians.
They reported that a car
had exploded where the
taxis wait for patrons at
the Circle of Swords
area. They reported no
one had been killed
other than the terrorist
suicide bomber in the
car. The injuries sus-
tained were mostly
burns, some shrapnel
and broken limbs. Four

"Aruba Police dressi ng an abdomi nal wound dur-
ing training with B Co., TF 2-116 Armor.

i E - i i
Capt. Schroeder, aMedical Officer of TF 2-116 Armor, isdiscussing with local doctors
better waysto handle crowds during a mass casualty event.

of the Iraqi
Army soldiers
were treated,
then subse-
guently trans-
ferred from
Kirkuk General
Hospital to
Azadi Hospital.
Itisattackslike
these, targeting
innocent men,
women and
children that
show the true
morality of ter-
rorists.

|
Hozan Nauzad, a 10 year old Kurdish boy, waslucky to haveonly received
shrapnd injuries. Hewill havethepiecesremoved at Kirkuk General Hospital.
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Rattlers, thanksfor the
wonderful job on all your
missions this past week.
We have definitely be-
comeaunit to bereckoned
with. Keep up the good
work and remember to be
safe.

The birthday of the
United States Army was
this past June 14, so we
should all reflect on the
character and the awe-
some achievements of
past generations of brave
Soldiers who have borne
armsin defense of Ameri-
canideals.

American civilization
has always been marked
by idealism, optimism and
abelief that mankind's ex-
periment in liberty and
equality depends on
America'ssuccess. Soitis
not surprising that
throughout history the
American Soldier has
been marked by these
same qualities. Thereare
other ideal sthat guide the
conduct of Soldiersinthe
United States Army. One

Army Birthday

by Command Sgt. Maj.Henry Chin

of them is the Soldiers
Creed, containing our
warrior ethos, which says
“1 will never accept defeat
and | will never quit.” our
Soldiersare as passionate
about these ideals today,
after Army’s 230th birth-
day, as they were on the
first Army birthday.

From the earliest days
of the Republic, Ameri-
cansinthefield have dem-
onstrated resourceful-
ness and cunning in the
pursuit of victory.
Redcoats of the British
Army initially dismissed
the fighting capability of
American Soldiers. Even
the song "Yankee Doodle
Dandy" was intended as
a joke at their expense.
But it did not takelong for
the British to realize that
they were facing a new
breed of Soldier. Asprod-
ucts of a society that re-
warded individualism and
personal initiative, Sol-
diers of the Continental
Army quickly earned the
grudging respect of their

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin

foes. At the Battle of
Saratoga, the defeated

Redcoat General
Burgoyne even admitted
that his men had faced
"thefinest regiment in the
world," commanded by
the American Colonel
Daniel Morgan.

That tradition of
battlefield innovation be-
came the signature of the
Soldiers during the Sec-
ond World War. Adolph
Hitler did not believe that
American Soldiers were
capable of defeating his
seasoned Wehrmacht
veterans. Steeped in fa-
natical racism, Hitler
scoffed at the idea that
any nation of mixed races
could possible match his

Digital Camera...

Continued from page5
ing for includes those of
you who are working
with the Iragi people in
the towns you are de-
ployed, images of the
missionsyou did and will
continue to do in all
weather, all times of the
day

If you have photographs
you would liketo submit
to me to be considered
for publication in the
book about the deploy-
ment of the116 CAV BCT

to Irag then please send
them to me by e-mail at
johnsongf @id.ngb.army.mil
, Or better if you can burn
them to photo CD and mail
them to me at: George
Johnson, VI manager,
IDARNG, JFHQ bldg 440,
Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho
83705.

If your photograph is se-
lected | will give you full
credit and publish your
name with your photo-
graph. Do not compress
imagesfor e-mail, they will
not enlarge correctly.
Please send only full reso-

[ution imagesif you can.
Include your name and
rank, unit, location of the
photograph and provide
an e-mail address | may
write to you to confirm |
received your pictures.
Send as many as you
wish. If you do send an
image by e-mail and can
include ashort story with
the picture please usethe
4“W's’ andan“H” (who,
what, where, when and
how).

Thank you and I ook for-
ward to seeing your im-

ages.

Aryan warriors. He was
wrong. Descendants of
every race and creed on
earth, American Soldiers
demonstrated an unsur-
passed capability of mas-
tering the art of modern
warfare. Their speed, mo-
bility and overwhelming
firepower overran German
units during the breakout
from the beachhead at
Normandy.

But most important of
all, Americanfighting units
demonstrated to the world
their well-known ability to
work independently. They
were notorious for their
ability to improvise and to
fightinisolation. And they
were admired by friends
andfoesalikefor their abil-
ity to solve complex logis-
tical and tactical problems
at the lowest level of the
command chain.

Today, there is no na-
tion on earth that doubts
the capability of the United
StatesArmy. Asan all-vol-
unteer force, today'sArmy
epitomizestheideal of the
citizen-Soldier expressed
by Washington and by
Eisenhower. It incorpo-
rates the finest elements
from Americasproud mili-
tary heritage, fromthe Min-
utemen all the way to the
Soldiers. Its combat phi-
losophy is summed up by
its motto. “An Army of
One.” An Army of Oneis
an Army that upholds the
dignity and value of every
Soldier, regardless of their
rank, race, religion, or sex.
AnArmy of OneisanArmy
that is committed to the
successof every individual
Soldier as part of astrong

and unified team. AnArmy
of OneisanArmy that em-
braces an ethos of |eader-
ship, where any Soldier at
any time may be called
upon to take charge.

Wearejustifiably proud
of the battle victories won
by our Army. Americans
can take great pride in
knowing that the conduct
of her Soldiers in victory
has set an international
standard for humanity and
for decency. During the
Civil War, Americawasthe
first nation in history to
hold Soldierscriminally ac-
countablefor their conduct
in war. These actions
formed the basis of the
Geneva Convention and
the many other interna-
tional laws that govern
how wars can be waged.
No other army has set such
stringent rules of engage-
ment to avoid casualtiesto
civilians or damage to
property.

Our Army's distin-
guished heritage, are the
idealsof freedom, equality,
of valor in battleand of hu-
mility in victory. Our Sol-
diers achievement of these
ideals is made possible by
the values they possess.
Loyalty, Duty, Respect,
Selfless-Service, Honor, In-
tegrity and Personal Cour-
age. It is these values
which have sustained our
Army through the genera-
tions and will continue to
“Lead by Example and
Adapt to a changing
world” these are the foun-
dations on which our Sol-
diers will stand ready to
fight and win our nation's
wars. SINEMORA!!
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TF 2-116 Armor witnesses graduation
of Iragi Highway Patrol

Soldiersof TF 2-116
Armor had the pleasure
of watching 26 Kirkuk
Highway patrolmen
successfully graduate
from the Iragi Highway
Patrol Academy located
at Camp Taji, lragi on
Jun 28, 2005. The

graduates have been
training for four weeks,
conducting training in
firearms marksmaanship,
Main Supply Route
security, convoy
security and improving
their driving skills. Upon
graduation, the students

drove back to Kirkuk
with twenty new Chevy
Luv pickups and ten
new BKCS medium
machine-guns to be
used in their daily
operations. the next
class of 46 Kirkuk
Highway Patrolmen will
attend the training
beginning July 11.

o Thlsclas E;f the Kirkuk H| gH\;véy Pai.rb-l', gr'ad-Liatléd'on Jun 28 ét'bé‘rfﬁ ?aﬂ
provided by TF 2-116 Armor)

ey vy F RS
- =

, Ifét_q. I(I_Dlhotlo.

Jun 25 was a typi-
cal day for the 2-Tank
runners at the 20 K re-
lay, held June 25. The
temperatures hovered
in the high 90s as the
team members each ran
a 5K leg and then
tagged off until all four
members had run their
leg of the 20 kilome-
ters.

The team for TF 2-
116, 1Lt. Conway, Sgt.
1st Class Gerrein, Cmd.
Sgt. Maj. Chin and Spc.
Blacker, placed second
out of 10 teams. There
were no gimps or alibis
in this bunch.

Each ran hard for
the best rewards of all:
self satisfaction and
cool water. Camarade-
rie is the finest trea-

TF2-116 Armor takessecond in 20k relay

From Left: 1Lt. Conway, Sot. 1t Class Gerrein, Cmd. Sot.
Maj. Chin, Soc. Blacker, 20k relay teamfor TF 2-116 Armor.

sure to be found in this
torrid climate and that
was the unexpected bo-
nus found at the finish
line here as Air Force
and Army cheered each
other across the finish
line. With handshaking
and backslapping the
norm here, all runners
were bonded by the

common goal of endur-
ing a well run course
and the welcome sight
of thefinishline. Sign-
ing up for Saturday
Fun Runs can be done
at any time during the
week at the 2 gyms on
KRAB. Come on out
for a good run and a
good time.

FOB WARRIOR,
Irag- Soldiers from
thel16th Brigade Combat
Team (BCT) arechoosing
to continue military ca-
reers with the Army Na-
tional Guard.

A soldier from Task
Force 2-116 Armor, Staff
Sgt. Gerald McConnell,
has been working with
soldiers to ensure that
they areaware of theben-
efits available to them if
they reenlist while de-
ployed here in Irag. His
efforts have made TF 2-

TF 2-116 exceeds$1m
IN reenligment bonuses

116 Armor the first battal-
ioninthebrigadeto exceed
onemilliondollarspaid out]
to soldiersin reenlistment
bonuses.

Spc. Ramiro Hernandez,
aTF 2-116 AR headquar-
ters soldier, will receive g
reenlistment bonus for|
choosing to reenlist for
another three years, Jung
30.

The 116th BCT’'smain
goal isto keep the brigade
numbers up to par, by get-
ting as many soldiers to
reenlist as possible.

by TF 2-116 AR)

Saff Sgt. McConnell explains the details to Spc.
Hernandez before he signs his paperwork. McConnell
works with each soldier personally prior to signing to
ensurethat all questionsare answered. (Photo furnished

Operation Walk This Way
opens doors and dialogues

withlragis

TF 2-116 recently
conducted a joint
services and combined
knock-and-greet
operation in conjunction
with the Air Force K-9
team and the local Iragi
Security Forces. There
had been arecent increase
in violent activity in the

Kirkuk area and this
neighborhod was the
possible trigger area of 2
recent IEDs. The purpose
of the operation was to
deter AIF activity and
promote the reporting of
suspicious activity to the
JCC. 250 informational
flyers were distributed

Continued on page11
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Walk This V\b.y_,.to be very amenable to

Continued from page10

around the neigh-
borhood, and the
populace seemed overall

approach, appearing to
appreciate the fact that
U.S. forces were
accompanying the | SF on
this knock and greet.

Iragi Security Forcesand TF 2-116Armor godoor todoor to
promotecommunity awarenessof Al F activityandtoreport Al F
activity to their local JCC.(Photo furnished by TF 2-116)

s
W

Adversity...

Continued from page3

and-grove knotty pine
planksonthewadl, 50s-gtyle
wall mounted lamps, and
booths and stools covered
in the red hide of the wild
Naggaof SouthAmerica Al
eyeswereonmeas | was
the only kid in the place.
No Rob Roys were being
served. Dad and Hans
weresitting at the bar, had
their hands cupped
around glasses of bubbly,
amber-colored joy juice.
The folks at the bar had
their side-arms un-
holstered and stacked
where everyone could see
‘em — Dad’'s K-38 and
Han's9mm semi-autowere
outinplainview. | wentto
the bar and gave the first
of my many sermons,“I'm
a midget, and | want a
coke!” Everyoneinduding
the delicate flower behind
the bar wasgrinning ear-to-
ear. | wasserved, and went

toacorner tableand had my
ooke.
Inlife,wedon'tawaysget
torideupfront. Ourfedings
wants and desires
ometimesget overlookedin
lifeé smany sruggles There
are times when every little
comfort and congderation
wefed wereentitied to, is
denied us. Sometimes we
just plain have to suffer
through cold and hest, fear
and londiness, and pain -
and do 0 with a sense of
humor, and an awareness
of our personad smalness
and insignificance in the
whole, grand scheme of
things. For mogt soldiers
and family members, this
deployment has been abig
doseof thiskind of medicine
— the first gpplication of it
for many. It does not taste
very good. On my firg of
many tripstothewoods, my
Father taught me by
expariencetheeredities He
taught me about adversity
—itsvauetothehumansoul.

TF 2-116 Motor pool keeps rubber on the road

by Staff Sgt. Duane M.
Brown, 22nd MPAD

FIREBASE BARBAR-
IAN, Irag — Running 24-
hour motor pool operations
inan areawhere direct sup-
port is at another location,
Soldierson Fire Base Bar-
barian, Kirkuk, Irag, rely
heavily on the dedication
and drive of two mechan-
ics.

These mechanics with
Company B, 3rd Battalion,
116th Brigade Combat
Team, work the hours and
do the work, making sure
that 27 vehiclesmaintain a
state of mission readiness.

"Vehicles run missions
everyday," said Staff Sgt.
Jeffrey K. Bugher, motor
pool noncommissioned of -
ficer. "Soldiers need these
vehicles to be reliable.
They use them all thetime
for patrols, quick reaction
force and supply runs.”

These mechanics know
the importance of these
vehiclesto themission, re-

gardless of heat or time of
day they work, said Sgt.
CharlesA. Glenn, gunner,
2-116BCT.

"Every timel come out
here, day in and day out,
these guys are out here
busting their chops sweat-
ing," he said. "Getting
down and dirty, getting the
vehicles fixed. Helping us
accomplish our mission."

Bugher isthe only me-
chanic assigned full time
to Barbarian. His Battal-
ion offsets this by rotat-
ing a specialist in every
30 daysto help meet mis-
sion requirements.

Specialist Isaiah M.
Janson, native of Buhl,
I daho, was sent from bat-
talion to assist Bugher.

"He's doing good and
learning a lot," Bugher
said. "He does what
needs to be done to get
the mission done."

Even with help,
Bugher is still the back-
bone of motor pool opera-

tions.

"He's a 'Stud' and he
helps me in my profes-
sional development alot,"
Janson said.

Even though Jansonis
a mechanic deployed to
Irag, work conditions are
different at Barbarian
fromwhat heisused to at
Forward Operating Base
Warrior.

"Being here is pretty
good and time goes by
fast,” Janson said. "But
there are differences.”

You have to get used
to working outdoors in
130-degree temperatures
and the different types of
repairs you come across
in this environment,
Janson said.

Even with all these
variables, these Soldiers
get it done.

"Because of their hard
work, never once have we
missed a mission due to
vehicle maintenance is-
sues,” Glenn said.

TF2-116 Armor guides| Pwegponscompliancechecks

by Staff Sgt. Duane M.
Brown, 22nd MPAD

FIRE BASE BARBARIAN,
Iragq— Soldiers at Fire Base
Barbarian, Kirkuk, Irag, work
cosdywiththelragi policeto
keep the city safe despite the
potential presence of
insurgents.

With the IP leading the
way, Soldiersof Company B,
2nd Battdion, 116th Brigade
Combat Team, take the back
seat, providing technical
support and additional
Security.

"We are training them o
we can walk away and fed
comfortable about their level
of competence to do the job
right, said Staff Sgt. John

Lamott, squad leader withthe
unit. "When needed, on-the-
Spot correctionsaremadeand
theseareminor.”

After each mission, a
review is conducted through
aninterpreter, todiscusswhat
thepolicehavedoneright and
what areasnesdimprovement.

The 116th has been
workingwiththelPheresince
itarrivedintheater Sx months
ago and has a team of U.S.
military police thet train the
Iragis.

Keeping the city secure
requires a constant presence
of law enforcement every day.
The 116th BCT helps meke
thishgppen. Inadditiontoday
and night patrals in the city,

2nd Battalion has a quick
reactionforce(QRF), whichis
able to provide additional
security, a Codlition Soldier
sad.

"The QRF arethefirg on
the scene. They are out the
gate within five minutes of
being called, providing
security for Codition Forces
and IR" Staff Sgt. Marvin
Bettis, platoon sergeant with
Company B.

Daily missions for the
116thBCT dlowfor meetand
grest missonswiththepeople
of Kirkuk. These missions
involve coordinating cordon
and searcheswith the IR, and

Continued on pagel4
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Continued from page5
vances being made in the
IED fight, changesin in-
surgent tactics and the
most important issue: how
to get valuable informa-
tion down to whereit mat-
ters -- the troops on the
ground.

“We'd never encoun-
tered anything like (IEDs)
on the battlefield, and
we're not shy about go-
ing to people with exper-
tise,” said Lt. Col. Ted
Martin, chief, JEDDTF.
Some of the* people with
expertise” have been Coa-
lition soldiersin the Brit-
ish army, who have been
dealing with IEDsin the-
aterslikeNorthern Ireland
for years. The British
used a Four-C model to
counter IEDs in the past,
and Coalition forces in
Iraq used that as aframe-
work and adapted it to the
present fight, said Martin.

Confirm-

The first step when
encountering a sus-
pected |ED is confirming
its existence. If service
members suspect an IED
while performing 5- and
25-meter searches of their
positions, they should act
like it could detonate at
any moment, even if the
suspected |ED turns out
tobeafalsealarm. Using
as few people as pos-
sible, troops should begin
looking for telltale signs
of IEDs — like wires or
pieces of ordnance stick-
ing out of the ground. As
Martin said, “There's no
place like Iraq when it
comes to ammunition on

the ground.” So what
looks like an IED may be
a piece of unexploded
ordnance but it should be
treated likean |ED until it
isdetermined that it’s not.

While searching,
troops should try to stay
as safe as possible, using
anything available for
protection. If a better
view is needed while
searching, soldiers
should move as safely as
possible while maintain-
ing as much distance as
they can from the sus-
pected IED to continue
searching. Rifle scopes,
binocularsand even cam-
eras can be used to search
from a safer distance. It
also may be helpful to ask
local Iragis for informa-
tion, but troops should
never ask them to search
too. Personnel should
never try to touch a sus-
pected |[ED and should
never try to do thejob ex-
plosive ordnance dis-
posal technicians are spe-
cially trained to do.

Clear-

If an IED has been
confirmed, thenext step is
to clear the area. The safe
distance is determined by
several factors: the tacti-
cal situation, avoiding
being predictable and
moving several hundred
metersaway fromthelED.
Everyone within the safe
distance should be
evacuated. If more room
is needed, such as when
the |ED isvehicle-borne,
soldiers should clear a
wider areaand constantly
direct people out of the
danger area. The only
people going near the |[ED

should be those who are
thereto diffuseit, such as
EOD personnel. While
clearing the area, soldiers
should constantly be on
the lookout for second-
ary |EDs. If any such de-
vices are found, they
should reposition to a
safe area and report the
find to theranking service
member on the scene.
Soldiers should try not to
set patterns while per-
forming clearing proce-
dures, so the enemy will
not be able to learn from
our tactics and tech-
niques. By not setting
patterns and monitoring
non-Coalition personnel
watching the situation,
troops are better pro-
tected.

Cdl-

While the area sur-
rounding the |[ED isbeing
cleared, a nine-line IED/
UXO report should be
called in. The report is
much likethenine-linere-
port used for medically
evacuating casualties,
and includes the neces-
sary information for the
unit’s Tactical Operations
Center (TOC) to assess
the situation and prepare
an appropriate response
to clear the IED as the
threat.

Cordon-

After the area has
been cleared and the IED
has been called in, Sol-
diers should establish
blocking positions
around the areato prevent
vehicle and foot traffic
from approaching the
IED; make sure the safe
area is truly safe by
checking for secondary

IEDs; and make use of al
available cover. The ef-
fected area’ sentire perim-
eter should be secured
and dominated by all
available personnel, and
any available obstacles
should be used to block
vehicle approach routes.

Troops should scan
both near and far and look
for an enemy who may be
watching and waiting to
detonate the IED. Insur-
gents often hide in loca-
tions where they can see
the device and ascertain
the right moment to deto-
nate. Personnel should
randomly check people
leaving the area to deter
attacks, again avoiding
setting patterns. Estab-
lishing obstacles to con-
trol approaches to secu-
rity positions is another
tactic the JIEDDTF
stresses, since insur-
gents may try to attack
local security forces us-
ing avehicle-borne |ED.

Control-

Since the distance of
all personnel from the
IED directly affectstheir
safety, service members
should control the site
to prevent someone from
straying dangerously
close to the IED until it
iscleared. Thetask force
stresses that no one
should leave the area
until EOD givesthe “all
clear.” While controlling
the site, make sure all
the troops in the area
know what to do if at-
tacked with small armsor
rocket-propelled gre-
nades.

If troops are a part of
a patrol or convoy that

finds an IED, they
should remember the
Five Csin order to deal
with the situation as
quickly and safely as
possible. An IED that is
found is still an IED at-
tack, said the JEDDTF.
By finding the IED, it’s
the enemy’s attack that
has been disrupted.

“(The Five Cs) rein-
force IED awareness
and training. It's a
checklist that helps you
think; it’s a common-
sense thing ... to help
people remember the
proper steps when en-
countering an |ED, said
Szigedi.

CSM Briefing...

Continued from page3

It would be unfortunate,
having to put guards on
the latrines because of
so much damage being
incurred by the mis-
guided few. And this
duty would be 24 hours
a day. | do not know of
one organization that
wishes to perform this
task, or that has the
manning for it. It's our
move to corral the dam-
age and report damages
in atime worthy manner.
Get the word out to ev-
eryone and help solve
this problem, as it is
everyone's problem
right now and mass pun-
ishment should not hap-
pen if we can fix this.
We have 4 months left
and by looking at what
we do have, compared to
what we could have had,
should tell us all how
fortunate we are.

Moving lessons...

Continued from page6

heard from your section ser-
geant a this point on the cor-

rectway tofill outaDD 1750,
you should be asking for a
class. The UMOshave been
holding training classes and
many good questions on the

redeployment packing pro-
cess have been coming out.
Theultimateresultisthet mov-
ing and packing guidancewill
bealot moreuser friendly.

Again, now isthetimeto
start building load plans. If
you have not yet had a class
of ingruction on movement
issues, you need to contact

your unit leadership and
schedule a time with one of
the UMOs. | hope, as with
mysdf, you found thiswas a
moving lesson.
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Soldiersof TF 3-116 Armor, garner Combat Medlcd Badges

by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116
BCT Public AffairsNCO
FOB WARRIOR, Irag - Ina
ceremony hdda the TF3-116
Armor BattdionAide Stetion,
9x Soldierswereawardedthe
Combat Medical Badge
(CMB),onduly 8.

The Combat Medical
Badges were presented per-
onaly by 116th BrigedeCom-
bat Team commander, Brig.
Gen.AlanGayhart, who com-
mended each of them on the
performanceof ther duty.

The awardees were; Spc.
Richard Egan of HHC, dong

with Spc. NicolasK ettaneh of
HHC, both of whom are a-
tached to F Btry., 188 ADA,
provided medicd atentionaf-
teranindirect fireatack onthe
Delacruz range, Irag. Spc.
Louis Gerber of HHC, dong
withSpc. RaymondViersof A
Co., bothrendered medicd a-
tention after an IED detona-
tionnear Dogmat village, Irag.
Spc. Alan Yanez of the Scout
Ait. and Spe. |saac Witcraft of
A Co., (whowasunabletoat-
tend), both while on combat
petrol, provided medicd aten-
tion after an IED detonated

near Hawija, Irag.

All aremembersof TF
3-116 Armor, and al were
awarded the badge for
rendering medical atten-
tionwhile participatingin
combat operations under
hostile fire in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom
I"l.

Brig. Gen. Gayhart
took the timeto speak in-
formally with the entire
formation of Soldiers af-
terward, answering ques-
tions and addressing
concerns.

CMB Awardees (L-R), Spc. Richard Egan, Spoc. Nicolas
Kettaneh, Sgt. 1st Class Louis Gerber, Soc. Raymond Miersand
Soc. Alan Yanez. (Photo by Saff Sgt. Jack White, 116 BCT PAO)

TF 3-116 Armor uncovers massive munitions cache

Soriesand photoshby Spc.
Adam Phelps, 22nd MPAD

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE WARRIOR, Kirkuk
Iraq — Task Force Liberty
Soldiers dug through a
quarry that looked like it
had been there for de-
cades, searching for explo-
sive devices in Kirkuk,
Iraq, Thursday, July 1st af-
ter receiving atip by alo-

cal villager.

It didn’t take Soldierslong
to dig up more than 70
rounds by hand, with the
premisethat morewere bur-
ied inthe same area.

Of the 470 munitions
found, it only takes one to
destroy ahumvee, said 1st
Lt. John Thew, tank com-
mander, Company B, 3rd
Battalion, 116th Armored

: TF3 ]_16 Soldlers pass the munltlons
back to load and take away for disposal.

Cavalry.

By finding al-
most 500 mu-
nitions, EOD
saved alot
morethan just
the money it
burnsfromde-
stroying mili-
tary property,
they also save
human lives.
The Iraqgis
have lost
more than
16,000 civil-
ians due to
these bombs,
said Thew.
“We have
found in one

day, what usually takes
four months,” stated Thew.
“The other night we got
caledat 11:30 p.m. froma
man that wanted to show
us where some bombs
were," said Thew. "Wefol-
lowed him out tothesitein
the middle of the night and
he pointed to some rounds.
After assessing the situa-
tion, weredizeditwasmore
than we were going to be
able to deal with that
night.”

Now the 116th had to se-
curethesiteuntil morning,
so they called in the Iragi
police.

The IP guarded the
weapon cache until morn-
ing, when the explosive
ordnance disposal team
arrived.

“The IP were very help-
ful, they wereworking the
shovels with us, and par-
ticipating anyway they
could,” said Air Force
Staff Sgt. Michael Becker,
506th Air Expeditionary
Group, EOD. “Most of the
rounds were in a good,

safe condition.
We were com-
fortable with | et-
ting Army secu-
rity, IPand civil-
ians working
heavy equip-
ment help gather
them.”

EOD doesn’t
normally let
them do that,
Becker added.
The more weap-
ons caches that
are destroyed,
the more it puts
adentinthelED
threat, Becker
said.

TF 3-116 Armor Soldlers removing
artillery shells found in a massive
cache,July 1.

“Findslikethisareimpor-
tant. We've seen signs
that terrorists are running
low on ordnance to use
on roadside improvised
explosive devices and ve-
hicle- borne improvised
explosive device at-
tacks,” said Becker. “ This
makes it harder for them,
especially when we take
out a major weapons
cache.”

Thisisthe biggest find for
the 3-116, Thew said.
Hopefully, this can be at-
tributed to saving many
lives and combat equip-
ment inthe areaof Kirkuk,
Thew said.

“The job they are doing
here is outstanding. I've
seen nothing but profes-
sionalism and excellence
intheir job sofar,” Becker
said.
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TF3-116 Armor Soldiersconduct knock-and-grest e ca fons o resouces

Soriesand photosby Saff Sgt.
Duane M. Brown, 22nd MPAD

Forward Operating Base
WARRIOR, Irag— TF 3-116
Armor Soldiersfrom Forward
Operating Base Warrior and
Iragi police officers worked
together in the village of
Dugmat 1, near Kirkuk, Irag,
conducting "Knock and
Gredt" missons, searchingfor
material used by insurgent
forces.

On these types of mis-
sons Company B, TF3-116
Armor Soldiers and IP build
relationswiththelragi people
and sysematicdly diminate
villagesaspotentia hot gpots.

During thisoperation, the
Co. B is present to pull secu-
rity while P search for insur-
gents, weapons caches and
any type of literature or graf-
fiti pertaining to Coalition
Forces. Asasecurity dement,

Codlition troops set up an
outer cordon to make sureno
onecomesintothevillageand
an inner cordon to keep any-
onefromleaving.

An Iragi law states that
eechlraqi dtizenisauthorized
to possess one AK-47 assault
riflewithonemagazineor one
pistal, for salf defense, but
under no circumstances are
they to haverocket-propelled
grenades, extraammunitionor
explosvematerid.

When items are confis-
cated, they aregiven areceipt
S0 they can get it back, if the
Stuation warrants.

"If anything isfound that
is beyond reason, we confis-
cate it and detain the indi-
vidual, said Lt. John Paul
Thew, platoon leader.

The 116th BCT redizes
Iragi cultureis very different
tothat of theU.S. Tomakethe

villagerscomfortablewiththe
operation, they get theMuktar,
ahighly respected member of
thecommunity, and havehim
politely ask peopleif they can
search thelr homes.

"Wedont liketocomeinto
avillagekickingindoors," said
Lt. Jeffrey D. Clements, Com+
pany B executivedfficer, TF3-
116Armor. "Wejustknock on
the door and ask if we can
comein and look for contra:
band."

Locd villagersareusudly
peaceful and very helpful,
Clementsadded.

"We try and respect their
belongingsasmuchaswecan
and not just bugt in and tear
uptheir homes" said Staff Sgtt.
Johnny Palmer, Company B
squad leeder.

Interpreters dso accom-
pany Soldierstohdpkeepvil-
lagersinformed of whatisgo-

ing on.

We keegp in mind that not
everyone is agang wha we
aredoing here, and that many
redizetha weareherefor their
sdfety, PAmer sad.

Iragi policeandthe TF 3-
116Armor dwaysgivevillag-
ers a chance to be honest.

"When wefind stuff they
saidwasnt there, they are ob-
vioudly lying," Thew said.
"Because of this type of be-
havior, we become more ag-
gressive in our search proce-
dures."

Whenavillageissearched
and nothing was found, it
doesnt meanthemissonwas
awagteof time.

"Even with no arrests or
unauthorized items, the mis-
sonwasdill asuccess" Thew
sad. "We now know nobody
in this town has improvised
explosvedevicematerid and

Mechanicsof TF 3-116 kegp vehiclesup and running

Soriesand photosby Saff Sgt.
Duane M. Brown, 22nd MPAD
FOBWARRIOR, Irag-

Forward Operating Base
Warrior mechanicswork long,
hard hours to ensure their
vehides are up and running
so Coalition Forces can
conduct off-base missons.

Battalion main-tenance
plays a magjor part in the
effectiveness of Task
Force Liberty's mission to
provide a safe and secure
environment for Soldiers
and Iraqi citizensin Kirkuk,
Irag.

“We make sure al the
vehicles are mechanically
sound when they go
outsidethewire,” said Spc.
Daniel Pace, mechanic for
Headquarters, Head-
quarters Company, 3rd

Battalion, 116th Brigade
Combat Team. "This is
important so they go out
and come back in one
piece."

Due to the number of
missions off FOB Warrior,
mechanics must have a
quick turn around on
vehiclerepairs.

“Our mission is to get
these vehicles up and
ready to get back into the
field,” said Spc. EricKaatz,
amechanic of HHC, 3-116.

Vehicle maintenanceis
an ongoing processfor the
mechanics.

“Without us preparing
vehicles on a constant
day-to-day basis, wewould
have more vehiclesinside
the FOB than outside
conducting missions,” said

Pace. “We maintain our
vehiclesto keep them in a
constant state of combat
readiness.”

Mechanics are under
pressure because of the high
demand of vehide-to- misson
ratio, said Pace.

“Therearetimeswhenwe
have multiple vehicles come
in that have to be mission
ready beforethenext misson
rotation,” Pacesaid.

If ajobisntfinishedby the
firg shift, they hand it over to
the mechanics on the next
shift.

“This is a 24-hour shop.
Wehavethreecrewstha work
eight-hour shifts” Pace sad.

Mechanicswiththe3-116
oftengobeyondwhet their job
entailstohdptroopscomplete
their missions.

“We volunteer to go out
on missions so in case
something happens outside
thewire, therésamechanicon
sene” Pace said.

Having trained
personnel on missions to
performsmall repairsand get
them back intothefightisa
major asset, Pace added.

“The level of
professionalism, dedication,
and hard work the 3-116
maintenance shop employs
is directly responsible for
keeping our missiondriving
forward. They makesureal
the soldiers going outside
the wire have quality
vehiclesand equipment that
will get themtoand fromthe
fight safe,” said Capt. Elijah
Preston, battalion signal
officer for 3-116.

omewhered 2"

Compliance Check...
Continued from page11

letting them do the door
knocking while 2nd
Battalion Soldiers pull
security and interact with
thelocals.

"Firgt we vist the IP
dationweareworkingwith,
tomakesurethat weareon
the same sheat of musc,”
Lamott said. "Here we go
over the latest intelligence
we have and they give us
theirs”

From there, the door
knocking begins.

"We let them leed, 0
we can evaluate their
performancewhilethey do
Weapon Compliance
Checks They aregoodand
redly know what's going
on," Lamott added.

During these checks,
thelPlook for anything out
of theordinary.

Citizens may possess
oneAK-47 assauitriflewith
onemeagazineor onepistol.
Under nodircumdancesare
they to have rocket-
propelled grenades, extra
ammunition or improvised
explosvematerid.

Peoplearereactingwell
tothestyleof knockingand
asking to search their
homes, Bettissad.

"We make sure we let
them know what we are
doing and that it'sfor ther
safety and the safety of
surrounding neighbors,"
sad an Iragi police officer
from the Aruba gation.

"Every time we stop,
kidsdwaysrun upto us. |
figureif wewinthem over
young, it will make a
difference in the future,"

Bettis added.
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TF 1-163 wages ring war on |ndependence Day

by Capt. Daniel Eckerson,
the new commander of
HHC, TF 1-163 Infantry

Every Soldier within Task
ForceGrizhasahistory. Most
are good. Every Soldier has
brought forward thevery best
of their family heritage, the
very best of their individua
dories Storiesthat havebeen
shared over this deployment,
richeningadl of our days; quite
often putting the strangest
smile you could imagine on
thistired face. Thisis one of
mine

| have afavorite haliday. Itis
the Fourth of July. It wasthis
way beforel worethisuniform
and it means all that much
more as our mission to teke
out Anti- Iragi Forces moves
aong. It has adways been a
day when | would gather ina
remote Montana town with
extended andimmediatefam-
ily andenjoy every imagingble
freedom known to mankind.
Onefreedom enjoyed wasthe
huge bonfire that my Grand-
father would arrange, oh 0
carefully over the course of
theyear starting on the 5th of
July for that next year. Others
included water skiing and en-
suring thet | had the gppropri-
ate amount of "blackcats' or

"lady fingers' to findly take
out the anthill that was my
nemesisasl grew up. Yousee,
there is nothing more reliev-
ing than dowly and methodi-
cdly tearing down an anthill
with firecrackers. The other
dassic, though | won't admit
toperformingitinrecentyears;
was drowning gophersout of
their holes so that my
grandfather'sdog could chase
them. (PETA don'treply.) The
Fourth of July wasthetimein
which | redlized that | loved
my wife. That wasmy Fourth
of duly. Itistheholiday | 1ook
forward to themogt.

Thisyear,inwhat somehave
saidisthearmpit of Irag, the
week leading up to the 4th
of July was busy with mis-
sions. We are aways busy
withmissions. All of thesol-
diers on this remote little
base were looking forward
toaspecia med, alittledown
time, the usua phone cdls
or email to loved ones at
home. | had seen during the
course of theweek my First
Sergeant and some other
Soldiersfromal Companies
putting a ton of their pre-
cious personal time prepar-
ing for the first boxing
"smoker" ever held on this

Pugilists square off in a bout during TF 1-163 Infantryslnae:
pendence Day Ring War main event.22 Fightersfought their hearts
out inthe competition. (Photo courtesy of TF 1-163 Infantry)

S

Capt. Eckerson

soil. | had no ideawhat the
4thwould bring.

Weof Task Force Griz spent
our mornings conducting
routine business. We then
held a ceremony inducting
more Task Force Griz Sol-
diersontothesmall, yet hon-
ored ligting of Purple Heart
Recipients.

Following the Purple Heart
Ceremony | wandered up to
our Mechanics Shop where
the "smoker" was held. As|
gpproached the shop, | could
hear the great noise of Sol-
diers. | had to catch mysdf. |
had a short period of high
emotion, asthevolunteershed
gone o far as to mount the
United States Flag over the
ring. Itwasanincrediblesght
tosee Itwasanemationd day.
The soldiers put their dl into
eachroundof eechbout. Some
werepretty bangedup, just like
fdling off of water ki'sona
normal year.

Independence Day has come
and gone now, and it wasthe
mogt relieving day for at least
thisSoldier. | blievewiththe
gmileson therest of the Sol-
diersthat they enjoyed it and
fet somerespite on thisgreat
day.

The unit continues to talk
about the smoker, and | be-
lieve that another is being
plannedfor theimmediatefu-
ture. I look forwardtoit. Who
knows, maybe another Unit
will fal victim to Tesk Force

Griz in a cross-Battalion
"gmoker"?

One more year has passed as
| count on this favorite holi-
day, the gtart of freedom. Sol-
diers gave their dl, the first
one, and Soldiers mede this,
onel will never forget.
Thank you to Sergeant
Trudgeon, B Co1-163dInfan-
try; Sergeant Barr, Heedquar-
tersCompany 1-163d Infantry
and First Sergeant Irvine,
Headquarters Company 1-
163dInfantry
Specid thank you's to those
who took begtings and gave
them:

Boutl: Spc. Hudspeth -
Junior, B Co 1-163d Infantry
V.S Spc. Baughman- Swervy,
Mortar, HHC 1-163d Infantry
(Win)

Bout 20 Sgt. Ericksen- The
Chimney, Mortar, HHC 1-163d
Infantry v.s. Sgt. Stewert-
Snuggles CCo1-163d Infan-
try (Win)

Bout 3: Spc. Strickler- Reko,
How Battery, 1-148th Field
Attilleey(Win)vs. S p ¢ .
Hagtings- Tsunami, Mortar,
HHC 1-163d Infantry
Bout 4: Spc. DaSilva: Devil
Dog, Mortar, HHC 1-163d In-
fantry v.s. Sgt. Salshery- Papa
Sds C Co, 1-163rd Infantry
(Win)

Bout 5: Spc. Willard- Crazy
Legs, C Co 116th Engineer
v.s. Sergeant Davis- Big
Boy, B Co 1-163d Infan-
try (Win)

Bout 6:

Pfc. Larson- Tino, HHC
1-163d Infantry v.s. Sgt.
Concepcion- Tito, HHC 1-
163d Infantry (Win)

Bout 7:

Sgt. Morgenstern- Wol-
verine, C Co 116th Engi-
neer v.s. Sgt. Hugen-
tobler- Huggie, How Bat-
tery, 1-148th Field Artil-
lery (Win)

Bout 8:

Spc. Morrison- Holly-
wood, HHC 1-163d Infan-
try (Win) v.s. Spc. Hail-
TheFury, Mortar, HHC 1-
163d Infantry

Bout 9:

Sgt. Lee- Sidewall, Mor-
tar, HHC 1-163d Infantry
v.S. Sgt. Kimberling- The
Mick, B Co 1-163d Infan-
try (Win)

Bout 10:
Spc.Neal- Nealio, Scout,
HHC, 1-163d Infantry v.s.
Sgt. Earley- Early Bob,
How Battery, 1-148th
FieldArtillery (Win)

Main Event:
Spc. Crawford- Crawdad,
B Co 1-163d Infantry v.s.
Spc. Terry- Prime, HHC 1-
163d Infantry (Win)

L g:.! - L, i |
b WS Lz--"m}' :
21 of the 22 soldiers whoparticipated in the TF 1-163rd

Infantry ‘Ring War’ held on July 4 at FOB McHenry, Irag.
(Photo courtesy of TF 1-163 Infantry)
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You open your eyes and
look around and find that
even though you just
finished a great dream,
you are still living in a
CHU and fightingawar in
Irag. We have all
experienced thisand dealt
with it in our own way.
Time passes quickly for
some and drags on at a
painfully slow pace for
others. Take solacein the
fact that we have beenin
country over six months
and are on the back side

In May | spoke about
one of my roles as a
Chaplain with the 1-148
Field Artillery which is
providing an opportu-
nity for American sol-
diers to experience
peace and spiritual pros-
perity of heart and mind.
Thismonth, | would like
to state that we are over
the hump of our deploy-
ment in Iraq. Twelve
months of deployment
istaking it’s toll on our
energy and will, but
Praise God, we can still
dig deeper and find re-
serves that are more
than sufficient to meet
our everyday needs to
perform our missions
with dignity and grace.

On June 5, a soldier
stood up as | entered
one of our Tactical Op-
erations Centers. He
waved at me and ex-
plained, “ Chaplain come
here. I’ ve got something
to show you!” On his
Laptop computer, he
opened up a Microsoft
Power Point slide show,
which his wife recently
sent him. | viewed a
beautiful patriotic family

Fear and Complacency

by Maj. Farin Schwarz, TF 1-148th FA S-3

of our lengthy
deployment. We have
been very successful in
our mission. It is natural
to proceed with caution
for the next half of our
deployment; however, we
must maintain the
aggressive warrior
mentality that has created
the success that we have
experienced. Fear and
complacency now jointhe

Anti Iragi Forces as two
of our most dangerous
enemies. Fear will cause
leaders to make irrational
decisions that may
endanger the soldiers that
they lead and the routine
that we have established
can lead to the lack of
attention to detail required
for our dangerous
missions. Every timeyou
go out of the gate, you

need to use the lessonswe
all learned from our little
league baseball coaches
that stressed the
importance of being ready
for the ball to be hit to you
on every play. We need to
expect action on every
patrol and be rehearsed to
respond to a variety of
situations. Itisachallenge
to stay on your “A” game
day in and day out, but it

Thebiggest reward

by Chaplain William Nicholson, 145th SPT Bn.

assembled in the living
room of an American
home. The adults and
children held in their
hands brightly lighted
candles. | looked closer.
| saw a family praying
for their soldier boy in
Iraq. The slide show
continued on with a
background of moving
patriotic music. Pictures
automatically scrolled in
showing DCU clad sol-
diersleaving home with
tearful embraces, train-
ing at Fort Bliss, next at
Fort Polk and then |
viewed 1-148 FA Battal-
ion soldiers with full
combat gear doing their
missions in Iraq. The
essence of the show was
that the family is pray-
ing daily for successful
mission accomplish-
ment. That their soldier
boy will return home
safely and whole.
Support by our fami-
liesin the United States
is something we trea-
sure daily. Humbly |
would request that each

family makes plans to
encourage their de-
ployed soldier. So too,
as soldiers we encour-
age and support our
family members by doing
our best. The days are
flying by. This deploy-
ment will end.
Everyoneinour Field
Artillery unit from the
Battalion Commander
on down to the lowest
enlisted soldier is em-
phasizing safety and ef-
ficiency in daily mission
accomplishment. We
have leaders who are ex-
amples of encourage-
ment and compassion.
Especially one of our
units, Fox Battery,
headed up by Major
Jefri Jones and First Ser-
geant Bradley Aune
from North Dakota and
the Great Lakes area, is
noted for the highest
troop moralein the 116th
Brigade Combat Team.
As far as | can see,
every soldier from the
lowest private to the
highest officer in our

battalion should get an
award for meritorious
service in connection
with our current military
operations against a
hostile insurgency. Each
soldier while in support
of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom IIl is to be com-
mended for their enthu-
siasm, professionalism,
and patriotic support of
ongoing operations. |
believe that our battal-
ion singularly stands
out for its daily accom-
plishments and efforts
and continues to play a
pivotal role in training
the Iragi Army so that
transitioning is acceler-
ated for long-term na-
tional security interest
of the nation of Iraq.

I know our soldiers
are not here for the
awards they may get.
The biggest reward isto
finally be with our loved
ones again! This is the
only thing that really
matters. It’s having a
loving family waiting
and ready to receive us.

is important to remember
our number onegoal, finish
our assigned mission and
bring all of our fellow
soldiers home to enjoy
their family and move on
with our lives. | am very
proud of the job this
battalion has done. This
time together will be
regaled in drill halls for
years to come. Make the
most of theremaining time
we have in Iraq. Keep
mission focused and strive
for excellence.

Families, what you and
your soldiers are going
through is not easy!
Certainly it is a time of
sacrifice, and itisdrain-
ing our spiritual re-
sources. We die daily,
but we are renewed daily
too. In a few more
months, the rejoicing is
coming, if we arewilling
to wait.

As we go through our
continued separation
sometimesit may feel like
atrial by fire. According
to | Peter 1:6,7, weshould
rejoice “though now for a
season, if need be, ye are
in heaviness through
manifold temptations:
That thetrial of your faith,
being much more precious
than of gold that
perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be
found unto praise and
honor and glory at the
appearing of Jesus
Christ”. Certainly thefuture
with Christ isimportant, but
our family experiences,
good and bad, are reward-
ing us with character, inner
strength, peace, a sense of
accomplishment andjoy for
the future. Amen.
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Inretrospect, itisamaz-
ing how far we have come.
From Pocatello to Ft Polk
and from Ft Bliss to
Baghdad. We have now
come to our six monthsin
Iraq milestone. Theprover-
bial “humpday’ inour total
deployment. It'samazing.
| look back to the dayswe
spent in Ft Bliss, Ft Polk
andthelSB andit all seems
far longer thanthetimewe
have spent herein Irag.

It could be that for
many of us, our duty posi-
tionsin Iraq are far differ-
ent than the ones we had
anticipated or trained in.
There are many soldiers
here working outside their
MQOS, and doing agreat job
| might add, withlittletrain-
ing other than OJT. Per-
hapsthetimejust seemsto
passquicker hereduetothe
overlap we had with 2-11

Asl sit down to write
yet another article, |
ponder what this
month’s topic should be.
Normally | write about
something “in my lane”,
but that doesn’t always
make for the best read-
ing at home. So, sitting
at my desk | look up on
the wall at a picture of
my brother and a 23
pound tom turkey he
bagged afew weeks ago.
Then | look beside that
photo and there is a list
of thetop 20 bad guyswe
are looking for. Looking
between the two, | figure
thereisaconnection here.
One turkey taken down,
twenty more still on the
loose.

Now | know hunting
turkeys (the birds) isvery
challenging, as my

Experience prepares usfor the future

by Capt. Matthew Godfrey, 145th SPT Plans Officer

and 2-25? Whatever the
case, time is passing by
quickly.

We now have to begin
writing end of tour awards.
And we should be proud
of what we have accom-
plished and what we will
accomplish. Under harsh
and unforgiving condi-
tions we have risen to the
challenge. Thesituationin
Iraqischanging so rapidly
that we cannot compare
our accomplishments to
those of our predecessors.
Our mission has changed.
We are now fully commit-
ted to training Iragi Secu-
rity Forces and preparing
them for the successful
transition to full control.
We now work side by side
with the Iragisto deliver a

better tomorrow to them.
Wearetruly accomplishing
great and memorable
things. Take a moment to
remember how far you
have come and those who
could not comeonthejour-
ney and have not made it
asfar asyou have. Lead-
ersat all levelsneed tolook
at their soldiersand recog-
nizethem ashaving accom-
plished a great feat with a
well written, thoughtful
award. After al, it will be
something tangible that
they will take away from
thisexperience and remem-
ber for therest of their life.

Wemust also remember
that there are now far too
many who have begun the
journey with us, but will
not complete it. We must

alwaysremember our brave
brothers and sisters who
gave their all while in our
company. We will never
forget their devotion and
sacrificeaslong aswelive.

Now, more than ever,
we must be more vigilant
and careful. The AlF will
not let up while we begin
to mark our last six months
in theater. For them this
fight will take years. Due
tothis, thismay only bethe
first deployment here for
many of us. We must re-
main focused and deter-
mined to do the best we
can while we are here. It
behooves each unit that
comesto theater to makeit
better than the way we
foundit. Wetoo must make
this a better place for our

Hunting Turkeys

by Capt.Sephen Johannsen, TF 1-148 Field Artillery S-2

brother posing in hiscam-
ouflage and sporting his
shotgun will attest to. It
takes knowledge of the
prey, it takes skill and
most of all it takes pa-
tience. Turkeys are actu-
ally very smart. They
have very good senses
(sight and hearing) and
they are very cautious
creatures. They know the
area in which they live
and can spot when some-
thing isout of place. They
oftentimes travel in
broods and use each
other as early warning to
danger. In fact, the turkey
is avery formidable foe.
Benjamin Franklin was so
impressed with the capa-
bilities of the wild turkey,
he petitioned for it to be

the national symbol. But
the turkey not only was
less majestic and beauti-
ful than the bald eagle, he
was less understood as
well. Now | have never
had the opportunity to
hunt for wild turkey, but |
hear they arejust as chal-
lenging aselk, which | do
have a little experience
with.

So as| look back to the
other “turkeys”’ hanging
onthewall, | see similari-
ties. | usethistermnotin
aderogatory way but just
as acomparison. The bad
guys are similar in many
ways. First of al, thisis
their territory. They know
it inside and out, they
know where to hide, they
know where the safe ar-

eas are, they know what
they can get away with
and withwhom. They see
and hear everything they
need to due to the deep
affiliationsthey havewith
much of the population. It
is very hard to sneak up
on them because of the
vigilance they have when
conducting their opera-
tions. They have people
in place to warn them of
danger and they can cer-
tainly spot anything that
is out of the ordinary. So
we as the hunters must
be smart aswell. We al-
ready have the correct
tools in our hunting kit.
We have become very
familiar with the areaand
we know the character-
istics of our foe. So far

replacements.

The easiest way to do
thisisto stay sharp and fo-
cused. While we take a
moment to dwell on what
we have accomplished to
this point, remember to
keep it amoment. Remem-
ber the war and the fight
continues. Do not let com-
placency lull you into be-
lieving that the rest of the
timeherewill goeasily. By
continuing to keep busy
and focused, the last six
monthswill passasquickly
asthefirst. Donot fear the
unknown or ‘turtleup’ ina
shell inafear that you don't
want anything bad to hap-
pen inthe next few months.
Continueto stay sharp and
focused. Be wary and re-
spectful of the enemy lest
they catch you unawares.
Stay focused sowemay all
return home together.

we have been success-
ful in “bagging” many
of these turkeys. With
the right amount of pa-
tience, skill and informa-
tion, wewill continue to
be successful.

Lastly, in the hunting
world, the quantity of
turkeys far outnumbers
the amount of hunters.
The Dpt. of Natural Re-
sources makes sure of
this. Out here, the hunt-
ers far exceed the num-
ber of “turkeys’. Once
you punch your tag,
you can just get another
one. We won’t be done
here until all the “tur-
keys” are rolled up and
the Iraqi people can live
in peace. They won't
miss the turkeys, they
prefer “yard bird” any-
way.
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TF 1-148 FA finding opportunitiesto give medica trestment

by Capt. TravisWeiszhaar
TF 148th Field Artillery
Physicians Assistant

Thesewordswritten by
Addison ring with re-
sounding force as the sol-
diers of the 1-148th FA
continue to serve our be-
loved country with cour-
age and optimism. |, per-
sonally, am humbled to be
a part of an organization
that epitomizes excellence
and devoted service.

My contribution to the
“cause” (providing sol-
dierswith necessary medi-
cal aid) has fortunately
been minimal. Soldiersare
acutely aware of their sur-
roundings, taking care of
themselves and each other,
and they adhere to sen-

sible instruction provided
by ahighly trained and mo-
tivated group of 91W med-
ics. Thus, my attention re-
cently has been diverted
moreto thelocal people of
Irag.

| have been given the
opportunity to coordinate
and experienceanumber of
MAVs (Medical Assisted
Visits) throughout NE Irag.
The most recent two taking
place this past week. A spe-
cia “Thank You” to HHS
Outlaw team members for
thisweek’seffortsand to the
many other soldiers and
teams for their smilar ser-
vice in months past.

Such vidits prove to be
morethan just medical care
for individuas. They have

F

An Iragi medic at work on aman’sarm, as he partici-
pated with TF 1-148 FA, during a recent MAV exercise.

I

 dur

Kids followed instruction
recently, given by TF 1-148 FA medical personndl.

ing a dental hygiene dass

provided an opportunity for
soldierstointeract with and
care for many individuals
much less fortunate than
you or |. Such an opportu-
nity has also motivated
many individualsto display
great actsof kindness. SGT
Bailey of B-Btry, for ex-
ample, handed out over 150
hand-stitched hats made by
hiswifeand her co-workers
from home during one of
last month’s MAVs. An-
other example that truly
humbled me came from a
twelve year old boy from
Cdlifornia. Hesent meover
120 “Beanie Baby” stuffed
animals through an organi-
zation hestarted for relief to
the children of Irag. He has
collected and sent over
8,000 of these stuffed ani-
mals this last year! These
events have also motivated
businesses, clinics, hospi-
tals, and many individual
families to send me over
$15,000 dollars in medical
supplies and welfare items
injust thelast threemonths!
MAVs have also im-
proved working relationsbe-
tween two nations as coali-

to describe the events ex-
perienced thislast week as
soldiers and local provid-
ers interacted and served
the good people of Fage
Mirzaand Turkumon Bagh.
Treatment was provided

MAV may have resound-
ing future benefits as it
positively affects both
those who receive such
attention and medical care
and also those who donate
their time, energy and tal-

What | spent, | lost;
what | possessed is
|eft to others; what |
gave away remains
withme. -

Addison

for acute or chronicillness
and injury and dental hy-
giene education was in-
structed to large humbers
of children. Thelocal clin-
ics were also replenished
with medications donated
by supporters from home
and donated welfareitems;
including toys, clothes,
and candy wereall well re-
ceived by all those in at-
tendance.

With such minimal ef-
fort, an event such as a

ents to the cause. | know
that | have come away from
these events a better per-
son and am thankful for
such aunique opportunity-
something that | am ableto
receive only as a soldier
serving at thistimein Iraqg.
As we enter the latter
half of our tour, let us stay
safe, work with diligence,
and continue to serve our
fellow men and loved-ones
with a renewed sense of
pride and dedication.

tion forces and local
providers have come
together, both groups
providing service to
those in need. This
last week, | enjoyed
meeting and working
with three different
Iragi physicians and
their medics from the
Schwan District. To-
gether, wenotonly vis-
ited with close to 200
patients, but asowere
ableto learn from one
another and form
bonding friendships.
Pictures attempt

F; B

o N S -
Capt. Weiszhaar of TF 1-148 Field Artillery, provides careto a
young Iragi boy, during a recent Medical Assistance Msit. (Photo
provided by TF 1-148th Field Artillery)
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FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
Thel148thFeldArtillery Bn.
honored and memorialized
Sgt. 1st ClassRonald Tanner
Wood, a member of TF 1-
148th Field Artillery, who
waslost on July 16th, 2005
whiledriving an up-armored
Humveenear Kirkuk, Irag.

Thememorid servicewas
conducted by the 148th
Field Artillery Chaplain
(Cpt.) Doc Nicholson.
Friendsasnd fellow Soldiers
from his unit were present,
aswell asBrig. Gen. Sullivan,
42d Infantry Division Cmd.
Sgt. Mg. Richard Fearnside,
Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart,
116th Brigade Combat Team
commander, Lt. Col. Russ
Johnson, commander of the
148th FA Bn. and several
Brigade staff members.

TF 1-148 Field Artillery

In Memoriam

Sgt. 1st Class Ronald T. Wood

Sgt. 1st Class Wood's
boots, rifle, helmet and dog
tags were placed on the
presentation platform prior
to the ceremony.

The ceremony began
with the invocation by
Chaplain (Capt.) Doc
Nicholson, followed by
the playing of the National
Anthem. Lt. Col. Johnson
addressed the assemblage,
followd by comments from
Battery Commander Capt.
Darcy Burt.

Several of Wood'sfellow
Soldiers spoke about him,
Staff Sgt. Miched Mills, Steff
Sgt. Arthur Stephenson,
Spc. Adam Hilton and 1st

(LtoR), Brigadier Gen, Qullivan, Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Fearnsdeand
Brig. Gen. Gayhart attended the Memorial on July 21, 2005..

The presentation platform, enlarged photo and honor
display for the memorial for Sgt.1st Class Ronald T. WWood.

Ronald T. Wood

Sgt. KevinMartinez. Captain
Eric Wiedmeier thenread a
rendition of the poem
‘Fddler'sGreen'.
Chaplain Worster then
offered the benediction,
followed by the roll call,
which was conducted by
B Battery, TF 1-148 FA 1st
Sgt., Kevin Martinez.
Severa minutesof silent
meditation were observed
while the band played
‘ Americathe Beautiful’.
Next came the 21-gun
salute and the playing of
Taps. Sgt. 1st Class
Wood’'s B Battery
teammatesand 116th BCT
fellow soldiers then came
before the presentation
platform, wherethey then
passed and saluted, paying
their final respects to a
friend, a hero, a
professional and an
exemplary soldier.

Sgt. 1st Class Ronald
Wood was born on
February 17,1977, toAllen
and Joann Wood. He is
survived by them and his
siblings Nathan, Cody,
Johnny and Julie.

Sgt. 1st ClassRonald T.
Wood joined the Utah
Army National Guard on
October 13, 1994. Hisfirst
unit was HHB, 2/222nd
Field Artillery. He was
activated for Operation
Enduring Freedom in

March, 2003. After six
months of servicein OEF,
Sgt. 1st Class Wood's unit
was mobilized a second
time for Operation Iraqgi
Freedom II. Wood
completed training at Ft.
Carson, Colorado as afire
control NCOfor A 2-222nd
FA. Hisunit then received
orders changing their
deployment from Iraqto a
support mission, training
ROTC cadetsat Ft. Lewis,
Washington.
Uponreleasefromthese
duties, he was accepted
into the AGR system on
November 16, 2003 and
assigned to B Battery, TF
1-148 Field Artillery asthe
unit Training NCO and 2nd
PIt. FDC Chief. He was
called again into Federal
service with B Btry. For
servicein Irag. During his
train-up for OIF 1l at Ft.
Bliss, Texas and
subsequent deployment to
Irag, Sgt. 1st Class Wood
led his platoon from the
front, displaying his
characteristic determin-
ation and setting the

example with his fierce
work ethicand loyalty tohis
unit and nation.

His personal interests
included hisfamily first and
foremost, followed by
weight training and taking
careof Soldiers.

His military awards
include; The Army
Commendation Medal with
one Oak Leaf Cluster, The
Army Acheivement Medal
with three Oak Leaf
Clusters, The army Good
Conduct Medal, The
Nartional Defense Service
Medal with one Bronze Str,
the Army Reserve
Components Acheivement
Medal with M Device, the
Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, the NCO
Professional Development
Ribbonwith ‘2" Device, the
Army Service Ribbon, the
Utah Commendation Meda,
the Utah Service Ribbon
withtwo Oak L eaf Clusters,
and the Utah Olympic
World Games Ribbon.

Sgt. 1st Class Woods
has been submitted for
the Bronze Star Medal, the
Purple Heart Medal, the
Combat Action Badge,
and the Irag Campaign
Medal.

Sgt. 1st Class Ronald Wood, a member of B Btry, TF 1-
148th Field Artillery, on duty at a traffic control checkpointin
Irag.




