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116th BCT and Dibbiscdebratetrangtion

by Cpt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer
FOBWARRIOR, Irag—In
thefirg moveof itskind, coa-
lition forces officialy
transitioned full security op-

Maj. Gen. Anwar speaks at transition ceremony where
control of FOB Dibbiswas passed to the Iragi Army May 31.

erations of Forward Operat-
ing Base Dibbis to the Iraqg
Army at aspecid ceremony
today in Dibbis, Iraq.
Thehigoricmovemarks
the first step in the codition

| was reading through
some poemsthat kids had
written in schools from
the Boise area,

CSM Briefing

by 116th BCT Command Sgt. Maj. LeRoy Lewis

thank you for risking
your lives so they can be
free.

| hope this

and | was
amazed at the
support they
give us as sol-
diers. One
poem stuck in
my mind and
touched my
heart, and |

CSM Lewis

gets back to
Jessica, SO
she is aware
that we, assol-
diers, appreci-
ate her and all
the students
that sent us
letters. It

would like to

share thiswith you. The
poem waswritten by Jes-
sica Schroath of Centen-
nial School, in Boise,
Idaho.All the poemswere
great, and they all said

makes us feel
good to know we havethe
support of the people in
our communities. Re-
member to keep Sgt. John
Ogburn, Staff Sgt. Virgil

Continued on page3

and Iragi government’slarger
plan to trangtion full respon-
sihility for security and stabil-
ity operations to Iraqi forces
a military ingtalationsacross
the nation. The Dibbis cer-
emony wasthefirst of itskind
inlrag.

“Thisproud day marksthe
first step in the transfer of
many military poststhrough-
out Irag from codition control
to Iragi control,” said U.S.
Army Brig. Gen. AlanGayhat,
commander of the 116th Bri-
gadeCombat Team, during his
speech at the ceremony. “It
sgnifiesthatthelragi Armyis
reedy.”

The ceremony was at-
tended by approximately 200
dignitaries and civilians who
witnessed the raising of the
Iragj flag over theingtd lation,
aribbon cutting and turnover
of keysfromU.S. Army Capt.
Erick Wiedmeer, commander
of the116thBCT'sB Baitery,
Task Force 1-148 Fidd Artil-
lery,tolragi Army Mg. Yawar,

]
Commander’s Corner
by Brigadier General Alan Gayhart, Commander

FellowWariors, situationaly aware of our

Duringour missonhere  surroundings. Do not
in Irag, we have been become complacent. What
extremely successful in we did suc-
hunting down cessfully
and removing yesterday or
many terrorists how we
and terrorist conducted our
cdlswithinthe mission
province. We previoudy may
have un- not work today.
covered and The enemy
destroyed continues to
tons of BG Gayhart adjust to
munitions and arms that  counter our successes. Look
could be used againg usor  out for each other and never
innocent Iragis. Our enemy  take anything for granted.
continues to react to our Know the rules of
atacks andadjustshisTTPs  engagement thoroughly and
to counter our success. We
must always be dert and Continued on page3

commander of the Iragi 4th
Divison's 1 Company, 2nd
Battaion, 2nd Brigade, theunit
now inchargeof thebaseand
Security operdionsinthearea

“There used to be abus-
ing and torturing going onin

Children fromthe Dibbis community performed at the trans-
tion ceremony where control of FOB Dibbiswaspassed tothelA.

thisbuilding before 2003, but
after April 2003 thisbuilding
became an example for free-
dom,” sad Iragi Army Mg.

Continued on page4
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Shakebitesisa product of the 116th Brigade Com-
bat Team Public Affairs Office. It isthe official com-
mand information publication of the 116th BCT. This
publication’sintent isto provide timely and relevant
information to the soldiers, familiesand employers of
the 116th BCT.

Shakebites Staff

Capt. Monte Hibbert
PublicAffarsOfficer

Staff Sgt. Jack White
PublicAffarsNCO

Spc. Cathy Alberto
PublicAffairs Specialist

Submission Policy

The Snakebites staff welcomes submissionsfrom its
readers. If you have an article and/or photo that you
feel would be appropriate for this publication please
e-mail it to monte.hibbert@us.army.mil or drop it by
the PAO officeat Bldg. 370, FOB Warrior.

Medialnterview Tips
* Alwaystell thetruth.
* Assume that everything you say will be used and
attributed to you. Avoid “ Off the record” conversa-
tions with reporters. If you don’'t want to see it in
print or on television, don’t say it.
* Stay inyour lane; talk only about things for which
you are responsible.
* Do not speculate.
* |t'sok to say: “I don't know.”
* Refer specific recruiting questionsto your recruiter.
* If you can’'t answer a reporter’s question, explain
why. For example, if the incident is under investiga-
tion, just let the reporter know.
* Alwaysremain calm and professional.
* Practice what you want to say in front of amirror or
afriend to become more comfortable.
* Beyourself. You have agreat story to tell and your
community wantsto hear it!
* Discuss what you know, provided OPSEC is not
violated.

*xxxxxX* ATTENTION MEDIA OUTLETSF*****x*
The 116th BCT hasno rel ease authority for information about
casulties or deaths. This falls to our higher headquarters.
Please don't query us directly for this information. Thank
you.

Locals allowed to visit cemetery
and shrine on FOB Warrior

by Cpt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
Cadition rdligious and gov-
ernmentd officials alowed
vigtsby family membersand
worshippers to a cemetery
and newly-renovated shrine
located on Forward Operating
BaseWarrior May 21.

Approximately 15 indi-
viduadswith family members
buried & the cemetery visited
the shrine dedlicated to Imam
Sultan Sagy, adirect descen-
dent of the Prophet
Mohammed, located on the
FOB. Chgplan(Lt. Cal.) John
Worster, 116th Brigade Com+-
bat Team chaplain, and Air
Force Chaplain (Lt. Col.)
Toney Vick, 506thAir Expedi-
tionary Group chaplain, were
among coditionrdigiouslead-
ers who accompanied the
group during the vigit.

Community membersre-
quested permission to enter
the FOB to visit the site
through Lt. Col. Anthony
Wickham, 116th BCT locd
government liaison, while he
wasdoing regular businessat
theKirkuk Government Build-
ing recently. TheFOB houses
the headquarters of both the
116thBCT andthe506thAEG

“Wefdt it would be very
gppropriateto dlow thesein-
dividudsaccesstothegraves
of their loved ones,” said
Wickham. “ Saddam forbade
them to visit this cemetery

CSM Briefing...

Continued from pagel

R. Case, and Spe. Carrie L.
Frenchandtheir familiesinour
prayers. They areaninspira
tion to everyone who knew
them. May Godtakethemand
hold them aswe are proud to
have served with them.

WarriorsHirst

CSM Lewis

An Iragi man prays at the grave of a relative outside of
the shrineto Imam Sultan Saqy located on Forward Oper at-
ing Base Warrior May 21. The man came as part of a group
of approximately 15 local residentswho requested accessto

the cemetery and shrine.

when he saized the surround-
ingareafor thearfidd. Thisis
the first time many of them
havebeendlowedtovistthe
graves of their fathers and
grandfathers for over 20
years.”
Codlitionleadersarranged
to bring the family members
on base and provided trans-
portationfor themtothecem-
etery and shrinecomplex.

Promatinggoodwill inthe
locd community is one way
the 116th BCT ishdping the
people in the provinces of
Kirkuk and Sulaymaniyah,
Irag. Membersof the brigade
aredsohdpinglocd Iragises
tablishtheir new government,
train their security forces,
dimulate their economy and
facilitate their communica-
tions.

Cdrs Corner...

Continued from pagel
if unsure of how you should
react in a Stuaion, discuss
this with your chain of
command.

You continue to amaze
me with your skills and
abilitiesandhow each of you
conduct your duties
successfully withthehighest

levd of professondismthat
our Army isknownfor.
Keep up the greet fight.
Continualy look outfor each
other by using your battle
buddy. Youaremakingabig
differencein this country as
you honorably dowhat your
nation hasasked of you. | am
proud to serve with each of
you great Warriors.
"WarriorsHrgt"

American Soldier

by Jessica Schroath

To serve your country

You pledged your life

And left your home,

Your family, friends, and wife.
Sent across the ocean wide
Into the awful hell of war
And continued the dieing
fight

Of other men that went
before.

Things you felt
Arehard to tell

From pain of heart
Tofriendswhofell.

The sacrifice you made
Haskept mefree

So thank you for saving
A stranger likeme.
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Snake River Chapel Schedule

Sunday
0900 - Catholic Mass
1100 - General Protestant Worship
Service
1400 - Catholic Mass
1530-LDS
Monday
1830- LDSFamily HomeEve. CP18,
Pod 15
1900 - Praise Band Rehearsal
Tuesday
1930 - Men'sFellowship
Wednesday
1900 - Bible Study
Thursday
1930- Bible Study
Friday
1200 - Muslim Prayer Service @ Base
Mosque
Saturday
1930 - Gospel Service

Freedom (Air Force) Chapd Schedule

Sunday

0630 - Protestant M or ning Prayer

0800 - Gospel Service

0900- L atter-Day Saints@theLRC

1000 - Contemporary Protestant Wor ship Svc.
1130 - CatholicM ass

1900 - Traditional Protestant Wor ship Service
2000- Latter-Day Saints@theLRC

Monday

1900 - L adiesFellowship

1945 - Godly Father s/HusbandsBible Sudy (Chapel
Admin. Office)

Monday-Thursday

1130 - CatholicM ass

Tuesday
1900 - Weekly Catholic M editation @theLRC
1930 - Protestant Band Practice

Wednesday
1900 - Bible Sudy
2130 - Praise & Worship Rehear sal

Thursday
1930 - Protestant Band Practice

Friday
1900 - Gospel Service

Saturday

1900- Catholic M ass

2030- Lutheran Service
2115- Rosary & Mass(DFAC)

Fortes Fortuna luvat

by Chaplain (Lt.Col.) John Worster, 116th BCT Chaplain

This Latin phrase means, “Lady Luck
Smiles on the Srong.” As soldiers and
family members approach and pass the
one-year anniversary of thisdeployment,
many are digging pretty deep to find the
strength to carry this thing
through totheend. Granted,
it's hard to get ready for
something ashig asayear in
Iraq or a year's separation
fromalovedone. Certainly |
spend lots of time preparing
for this year with a Quarter-
Pounder in my left hand and
a super-sized chocolate

Chaplain Worster

sad to see the little cluster of grave
markers next to the bigger ones of mom
and dad. There are also the graves of
freedom’ ssentinelsfrom every other war,
small or large. Thosepeoplejust seemed
tobetough. AsKiplingsaid,
“If you can force your heart
and nerveand sinew to serve
your turn long after they are
gone, and hold on, when
thereisnothinginyou, except
the will which says to them,
‘holdon.””

My favorite grave marker
in the cemetery is that of

shake in my right. Mono and poly-
saturated fats do not make for much
toughness, unless you're the Pillsbury
Dough Boy. Many of us had to play
“catch-up” in the toughness department,
and Fort Blissand Fort Polk were places
todoit.

| live across the street from a pioneer
cemetery in Soda Springs, |daho . Except
for Halloween night, my neighbors are
quiet. Readingthehistoric grave markers
isalesson in toughness, as is seeing the
old soldiers gather to raise the flag on
Memoria Day. Buriedinthegroundthere
are the remains of some pretty tough
folks. | buried Little Joe the Blacksmith
theresomeyearsago. Tough hewas, and
kind. Always welding kids' bikes back
together for free. There are quite afew
gravemarkersof Army cavalry soldiers—
horse cavalry. Itisamost unimaginable
the hardships they went through, the
close-quarters combat with hostile and
capable NativeAmericanfoes. Under the
sod are the mortal remains of pioneer
women: some who laid to rest four and
five infant children before laying down
under thesame blanket of dirt. 1t'spretty

Jesse" Caribou Jack” Fairchild. Hemade
the mistake of having too much grog
aboard, and too little gun in his arms,
when he went down to the Bear River
oneday. Thereisareasonthatit'scalled
the"Bear” river. Ol' Jessewent up against
a Grizzle Bar in the willows with just a
one-shot nose loader. Actually, asdrunk
as he was, he probably saw two bears.
He managed to hit one of them, but not
hard enough, and was mauled. He died
several days later. Old Jess wasn't too
bright, but boy was he tough.

So now isthetimefor usto just dig a
little deeper and find new strength. The
happy day of reunion at airports across
Americais coming soon. What kind of
people do we want to be when that day
arrives? Do we want to finish strong, or
to just barely make it? Although our
struggles, separations, hardships and
frustrations are genuine - history records
greater. Thereisalot of inspiration in
that. Cemeteries contain the remains of
the giantsthat preceded us. Their labors
madefreedom’spresent moment possible.
When Lady Luck smiles, it is upon the
strong.

Don’t Fdrget!

Important Datesto Remember:

14 June- Flag Day
19June - Father’'s Day
21 June- Firg day of summer

4 July - Independence Day

You don't want to forget your
loved ongsanniversariesor
birthdayd Sart planning now!




Vol. 5 Ed. 22, June 2005

Snakebites

Page 4

LT, S |
e Ty "
Soc. NicholasMoran

What isaconvenienceherethat you didn’t expect beforeyou came?

Soc. Kenton Hamman 1stLt. Seve Arnett Soc. ShaneMedley
HHC,TF 1-163 Infantry HHC,TF 1-163 Infantry HHC, TF 1-163rd Infantry CCo., 116 Engineers C Co.,TF 1-163 Infantry
“I’dprobably “ “Access to the “Boy, | don’t ) :
. Do we have . 7 _
sayavailability | | any conve PX, and using know. | guess Al_r condi
of thephones | |niences? Really| | -\ cPHonS probably the tioned
. L didn’t think we'd| | gym and work-
and communi- | didn’t expect be able to call il CHUs”
o anything* eableto out facility and S
caions ' home.” the mini PX.”
FOB Dibbis Trangtion...

Continued from pagel
Gen. Anwar, commeander of the
Iragi Army’s 2nd Brigade, in
hisgpeech. “Thisplaceiswit-
ness to that and it has been
written in our history. Taking
over thisFOB fromour friends
encourages us to continue—
wewill continueto rebuild our
country.”

Distinguished attendees
at the event included coali-
tionand Iragi security forces
leaders, as well as many
Dibbis community leaders.
Coalition leaders included
Brig. Gen. Thomas Sullivan;
the U.S. 42nd Infantry
Divison’sAssistant Deputy
Commander for Support,
whoisoverseeing FOB tran-
dtionsfrom codlitiontoIragi
control in north-central Irag;

Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart; Cal.
Fred Kubus, 42nd division
engineer; Lt. Col. Russell
Johnson, commander of TF
1-148 Field Artillery and
Capt. Erick Wiedmeier. Iraqi
Army distinguished guests
included Mgj. Gen. Anwar,
Brig. Gen. Ayad and Mg|.
Yawer.

Dibbiscommunity lead-
ers attending the event in-
cluded the mayor, police
chief, the chief of Northern
Oil Company security and dl
membersof thecity council.
The local community also
organized specia entertain-
ment presented by commu-
nity children. Several local
media outlets also covered
the event.

“Today is a great day.

Thisis the first base coali-
tion forces are turning over
to the Iragi Army,” said in-
coming commander Mgj.
Yawar. “Hopefully al the
people will be happy with
democracy and freedom in
thenew Irag.”

Thel116thBCT hastaken
thelead since February 2005
in training and preparing
Iragi security forcesto take
over autonomous opera-
tionsintheir areas. The unit
isaccomplishing afourfold
missionin Iragthat includes
developing Iragi security
forces, supporting Iraq's
elected leaders, helping
jump-start economic devel-
opment and assisting Iragis
to better communicate with
the populace.

Messagesfrom home

Lt. Sherman,

Happy Father'sDay to a
wonderful husband and
father. We think of you
each and every day and we
miss you so much! |
couldn't have asked for a
more thoughtful and
considerate husband and
the kids couldn't have
asked for a more fair and
loving dad. We will see
you soon!

Weloveyou! Karri, Nikole
andNik.

SFC Kearbey;

Dear Tony, Just a quick
note to tell you we love
you, we miss you and to
us, you are so wonderful!
Happy Father'sDay . .. next

onewe can hug your sweet
neck. Bless you dear one!
Love, Dad 'n' Mom.

STAY ALIVE

Stop and Think!
IED deadly
“killers.

Conduct 5 and 25
meter checks around

your position.
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Terrorig attack burnslragi cemetery; threatensnewly-renovated Mudimdhrine

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR, Irag—
In anew twist to the grow-
ing number of terrorist at-
tacks that do more damage
to Iragis than the claimed
targets, terrorists launched
indirect fireinto acoalition
base June 1 hitting an his-
toric lragi cemetery and
threatening an Iragi shrine
with the ensuing brush fire.

The cemetery and co-lo-
cated shrine, dedicated to
Imam Sultan Saqy, werere-
cently renovated by local
workers using coalition
funds. The historic site is

located on Forward Operat-
ing BaseWarrior in Kirkuk,
Irag, where the 116th Bri-
gade Combat Teamishead-
quartered.

“Apparently the insur-
gents aren’t satisfied with
only killing innocent Iragi
men, women and children,”
sadBrig. Gen.Alan Gayhart,
commander of the 116th
BCT. “Now they are even
desecrating the tombs and
holy sitesof their ancestors.”

According to reports,
the attacks occurred around
3 p.m. when two rounds
were acquired by radar en-
tering the base. The impact

caused abrush firethat con-
sumed the brush in about
half of the cemetery and
would have damaged the
shrineif firefightershad not
extinguished the blaze.

Iragi authorities encour-
age community membersto
contect their local Joint Co-
ordination Center with any
information regarding terror-
ist or crimind activities at
one of the following num-
bers: Daquq — 650-039,
Kirkuk —104 or 1150r 213-
333, Hawijah—(50) 744-121,
Dibis—(050)732-982, Altun
Kupri — (050)-772-360 and
Sulaymaniyah—100.

A brush fire caused by an insurgent indirect fire attack on
Forward Operating Base Warrior in Kirkuk, Irag, burned the
cemetery and threatened the shrineto Imam Sultan Saqy on June
1. (Photo by Lt. Col. Dean Hagerman, 116" BCT)

145th Support Battalion

Beforewearrivedat FOB
Warrior our expectations of
our work and living facilities
werepretty low. | anticipated
crawling out from under my
piece of cardboard where |
slept, clambering under
concertinawirewhileesting
my MRE, and making my
way tothe TOC. Inthe TOC,
| figured I'd have to try to
avoid the mud puddles,
snakes and scorpions while
weworked. After dl, no ex-
pectations, no disappoint-
ments, right? Remember our
surprise when we saw the
CHU’'s?Remember thewdls

Focus

by Lt. Col. Terry Harrell, 145th SPT Bn. Commander

floors, and doors we were
surprisedto find in our work
areas? Sincethat timewe ve
meadeimprovements, signifi-
cant improvements. We ve
cleaned, scrubbed, pounded,
built, painted, mowed,
chopped, and just about ev-
ery other verb you can think
of. We' vemadeour mark and
its showing. There are base-
ball diamonds;, parkinglotsand
work areas that used to be
fieldsof weeds Thereareof-
fices and living areas that
used to be insect infested

- ™

S di nder TOC in January 2005

£\

LTC Harrell

storage sheds. There are
professional work environ-
ments where they did not
previously exist. We've
made a difference at FOB
Warrior.

Ourlegacy inpart, will be
judged by the gppearance of
our fedilities, the attitude of
our Soldiers and the profes-
sondismdisplayed by theor-
ganization. Make sure what
you leave behind reflects the
spirit of the 145th. What we
started with was good, what
weleavebehindwill begreet!

The same principle ap-
plies to us as Soldiers. Is
thereanyoneamong uswho
can honestly say that they
have learned nothing? We

have learned much, gained
much, and to a large extent
grown much. During the
time of the deployment ev-
eryone has put a great dedl
of effort into learning how
to function as a Battalion
and providing support over
a large geographical area.
WEe ve refined systems that
we have used for a very
long time. We've invented
systemswherenoneexisted.
We've had to look inside
ourselves and dig into re-
serves that we might not

have known previoudly ex-
isted.

Wehavehoned our skills
as Soldiers, asaunit and as
a battalion. So, what now?
My challengeto youisthis.
Don't become complacent.
The “light at the end of the
tunnel” is certainly begin-
ning to dawn. Don’t bethe
deer caught in the head-
lights! Continueto look for
ways to improve yourself
likewe have our facilities. |
assure you what we started
withwasgood, but what we
takehomewill be GREAT!

Sidewinders!!

Sdewinder TOC asit appearstoday.
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B Company, 145th Support Battalion

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
The 116th BCT honored
and memorialized Staff Sgt.
Virgil R. Case, amember of
B Company, 145th Support
Bn., who was lost on June
1st, 2005. The memorial
service was conducted by
Chaplain (1st Lt.) Ben
Hines before the entire
unit, as well as Maj. Gen.
Joseph Taluto, 42nd 1D
commander, Brig. Gen.
Alan Gayhart, 116th BCT
commander, Lt. Col. Terry
Harrell, commander of the
145th Spt. Bn., and several
brigade staff members.

Staff Sgt. Case’s boots,
rifle, helmet and dog tags
were placed on the
presentation platform prior
to the ceremony. The
ceremony began with an
invocation by Chaplain
Hines, followed by the
playing of The Star
Spangled Banner. Lt. Col.
Harrell provided the
battalion commander

comments and Cpt. Tanya Case’s

In Memoriam

Staff Sgt. Virgil R. Case

\e

Saff Sgt. Virgil R. Case

Moye spoke as Staff Sgt.
company

1SG Bell performs the final salute and
farewell at thememorial for Staff Sgt. Virgil
R. Case.

commeander.
T h e
memorial
tributes
w er e
offered by
CW4 Kirt
R. Bullock,
Sgt.  1st
Class
Kevin W.
Maybon,
Staff Sgt.
Kenneth C.
Loucks, Jr.,
and Sgt. 1st
Class
Geoffrey
Schroeder.
Chaplain
Hines then

offered the benediction,
followed by 1st Sgt. James
R. Bell conducting theroll
call for B Company. The
gathering observed a
moment of silence in
tribute to Staff Sgt. Case,
followed by the firing
volleys of the 21-gun
salute and the playing of
Taps. His fellow soldiers
came before the
presentation platform,
where they then passed
and saluted, paying their
final respects to a friend
and afellow soldier.

Staff Sgt. Casewasborn
on October 18, 1967. He
married Claudia on
December 2, 1991. They
have two sons, Stevie and
Randy; and two young

daughters, Danielle and
Harlee

Staff Sgt. Case joined
themilitary on October 31,
1986. He served on active
duty for four years. He
joined the National Guard
on August 29, 1990, di-
rectly from his active duty
service. Staff Sgt. Case
served in the Florida Na-
tional Guard for a short
time and then transferred
to the Alabama National
Guard, where he served for
several years and began
hisAGR career. Hecameto
the Idaho Army National
GuardonJune 1, 1994, con-
tinuing hisAGR career un-
til deployment for Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom IIl. He
was the assistant supply

sergeant for B Company,
145th Support Battalion
from 1994 until October
2000. He was serving as
the Readiness NCO for
Detachment 1, B Company,
145th Support Battalion
prior to deployment.

Staff Sgt. Case served
his unit and his county in
many capacities. His con-
tributions to the unit in-
cluded multiple job skills,
including 63H and 92 A,
but he also brought afierce
personal work ethic and
loyalty to the unit and the
nation.

Saff Sgt. Case' spersond
interests include his family
foremost, followed by out-
door activities like hunting
and archery. He also en-
joyed music of all types.

During hismilitary ca-
reer, Staff Sgt. Case was
recognized with the fol-
lowing awards: two Army
Commendation Medals,
eight Army Achievement
Medals, three Good Con-
duct Medals, three Na-
tional Defense Service
Medals, the Armed Forces
Reserve Medal, two NCO
Professional Develop-
ment Ribbons, the Army
Service Ribbon, the Over-
seas Service Ribbon,
three Idaho Reenlistment
Ribbons and two Idaho
Service Ribbons. His
pending awards include
the Army Commendation
Medal, the Armed Forces
Service Medal with the
“M” device, the Iraqi
Campaign Medal or the
Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal and
the Global War on Terror-
ism Service Medal.
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145th Support Battalion

It may be hard to
believe we have been
mobilized for ayear now and
have been in country at
least six months. Somuchis
happening to us in this
period here and at home. |
ask myself how have |
changed and will my friends
and family see achangein
me? Our Chaplains have
stated that everyone will
change somewhat and the
expectations we have of
ourselvesand family on our
return will be critical. The
counselors state we should
take it slow, not rush into
judgments or changes right
off the start when wereturn
either onleave, or whenthis
deployment is over. Some
leaders have seen some

Patience

by Command Sgt. Maj.Charles Whittier , 145th Support Bn.

issues from soldiers
returning back from leave
already. Somefinancial and
marital developments have
occurredinthelast year, and
coping with them are
difficult for many individuds
when they return home.
Many people say this will
never happen to them, and
fail to ponder what lifestyle
they have been living as of
late and for how long. The
importance of
communicating often with
family has never been as
important as it is now. To
understand the struggles of
thefamily back homebeing
as difficult as what we face
here isamust. All face the

CSM Whittier

stress of theunknown to the
fate of their loved ones in
Irag, all must do all the
choresand tasksrequired to
keep a household on track
that two adults used to
handle, al must deal with
work, family, bills and
equipment repairs. What
doesthisall mean?Families
on both sides of this

deployment are required to
go out of their comfort zone
to survive. Changes in a
lifestyle, along with
lonelinessand stresslead to
change. For those that left
home right after High
School, or have worked
away fromthecity you grew
up in, know that when you
return yearslater, itisnever
the same. We can expect
this on our return. Some
peoplefind that when alone
and required to keep up a
house and family alone,
they find it easier to makea
break from a relationship,
and go out on their own. If
we ponder the words of a
Chaplain on our departure

NCO of the Month and Soldier of the Month for April 2005

Sot. Elaine Tena

The145th Support Bata-
ionispleased to announceits
choicefor NCO of theMonth
forApril 2005. Sgt. Haine Tena
of CCompany, 145th Support
Battalion was sdected by a
board consisting of the bat-
tdion staff of the 145th Spt.
Bn. Sgt. Tenawasnominated
by membersaf her Platoonbe-
cause of her leadership, pro-
fessondism, positiveatitude,
and willingness to help. Sgt.
Tenagoes above and beyond
her assigned tasks, and com-
pletes her missions without
fail. Sgt. Tenawas aningruc-
tor for the SACM-VT course
for the Treatment Platoon,
completing the course ahead
of schedule.

Sgt. Tenajoined the 145th
Sot. Bn.whileweweredtill in
Kuwait asafiller, and quickly
demongrated her leadership
quditiestotheunit. Sgt. Tena
isastrong cgpable NCOwith
lots of potentid and promise

Sgt. Elaine Tena, 145th Spt. Bn. NCO of the Month

for theyearsto come, and she
would beawel comeaddition
to any unit.

Other candidates for the
NCO of the month indluded
Sgt. Hennessey of HHC, Sqit.
Rounds of B Co., and Sgt.
Floresof A Co.

Soc. Jason Hilton

The 145th Support Bat-
talion is pleased to an-

nounceitschoicefor Soldier
of theMonthfor April 2005.
Spe. Jason Hilton of A Com-
pany, 145th Support Battal-
ion was selected from a
number of highly qualified
soldiers in the battalion for
his achievements and dedi-
cation.

Spc. Hiltonworksinthe
turn-in Section of the SSA,

where he has processed
thousands of customer
turn-ins, as well as receipts
and issues. His prior assgn-
ment was with the POL sec-
tion of the unit. In December
of 2004 he changed assign-
mentstoa92A dot, wherehe
hed little background experi-
ence Hismotivationand dedi-
cation have pleased the unit
leedership, and he

sdutefromtheldaho Centey,
He stated that “If your
relationship is in trouble
now, itwill beintroublewhen
you return”. How truethisis
and unlesswe maeke an effort
to work out the kinks, what
elsecanweexpect. Whenwe
return home, be patient with
friends and family, adjust to
the pace of homelifeand not
that of turmoail. Do not let the
littlethingsbother you. | guess
another word could be
discipline and tolerance. So
when you have the
opportunity toreturnhomeon
leave, or later return
permanently, findwhat istruly
important to you in life and
whether  money  or
expectations are more of a
priority thanloveandfamily.

participated in CobraGoldin
Thailand, and White Sandsin
Canada Thissoldier hasgreset
potential and apromising fu-
turewith thisorganization.

Other candidatesfor the
Soldier of the Month in-
cluded Spc. Jacob Getman
of C Co., Spc. Robert Carver
of HHC, and Spc. Kevin
Lupton of B Co.

has developed a
good rgpport with
customers. He is
able to multi-task
whilewithgtanding
stressful  situa-
tions, and meetsall
the deadlines set
forhim.

Spc. Hilton
has attended
Sapper School,
completedatourin
Bosnia, and tours
to both Honduras
and Nicaragua
twice. He hasdso

Soc. Jason Hilton, 145th Spt. Bn. Sol-
dier of the Month

I
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A Company, 145th Support Battalion

FOBWARRIOR, Irag- The
116th BCT wasfacedwithits
mogt difficult duty to date on
JuneSthwhenit honored and
memoridized Soc. CarieLee
French, a member of A
Company, 145thSat. Bn.,,who
was logt on June 5th, 2005
when her vehicle was hit by
anlED. Thememorid sarvice
was conducted by Chaplain
(Lt. Cal.) John Worger. The
entireunit waspresent, aswell
a Mg. Gen. Joseph Tduto,
42nd 1D commander, Brig. Gen.
Alan Gayhart, 116th BCT
commander, Lt. Col. Terry
Harrdl, commander of the
145th Spt. Bn., and severa
brigade staff members, in
additiontosoldiersfromevery
unit in the 116th BCT and
representatives from the Air
Forceunits.

Spe. French'sboots rifle,
helmet and dog tags were
placed on the presentation
platform prior totheceremony.
The ceremony began with
one of Spe. French'sfavorite
songs, “View from Heaven”,
followed by theinvocation by

1st Sgt. Daniel Vawser performs roll
call of A Co., 145th Spt. Bn.

In Memoriam

Spc. Carrie L. French

Chaplain Worster,
and the playing of
The Sar Shangled
Banner. Lt. Col.
Harrell provided the
battalion commander
comments, and Cpt.
AlexJ. Shaffer sooke
as Spc. French's
comparty commander.
Thememorid tributes
were offered by Sgt.
1st Class James R.
Hansard, Spc.
Matthew B. Harvey
who was Spc
French'’s fiance, and
ChaplainWorgter, and
they werefollowed by
another of Spc.

Soc. Carrie Lee French

high school. She
completed  her
advancedindividua
training as an
Ammunition
Specidist, 89B, on
October 29, 2004.
She was affiliated
with the
Quartermaster
Corps

After a short
time a home, Spc.
French received her
mohilization orders
for Operation Iraq
Freedom IIl. She
was activated on
November 27,2004,
and arrived in

French's favorite
musica sdections, “Amazing
Grace” performed on
bagpipes. Chaplain Worster
then offered the benediction,
followed by 1st Sgt. Daniel L.
Vawser conductingtherall cdl
for A Company. Thegathering
observed amoment of slence
in tribute to Spc. French,
followedby the
firingvolleysof
the 21-gun
salute and the
playing of
Taps. The
ceremony
ended with a
video
presentation of
Spc. French's
life on FOB
Warrior, her
friendsand her
activities,
which  was
compiled by
soldiers from
the 145th Spt.
Bn. Herfelow
soldiers came
before the

presentation platform, where
they then passed and sduted,
payingtheir find respectstoa
friend, and afellow soldier.
Soc. CarieLeeFrenchwas
born on February 29, 1986, to
Rick D. French and PaulaK.
Hylingki. Spc. Frenchwasaso
aurvived by two sgers, Sara
Gilmoreand MikaaHylinsi.
Spc. French grewup in
Cdadwdll, atending school in
Caldwell and Middleton
before graduating from
Cddwell HighSchodl. Suring
her senior year of high school
she was a member of the
varsty chearleadingteam. She
wasknownfor her fun-loving
outlook and her warm heart.
ShejoinedtheldahoArmy
Neationa Guard onOctober 25,
2003 in thefdl of her senior
year of high school. She
attended drill throughout the
school yeer, preparing hersdlf
for the chalenges she would
faceat basictrainingandAlIT.
Soc. Frenchdepartedfor basic
training on June 8, 2004,
shortly after gradugtion from

theater onJanuary 1,
2005. OnJenuary 18,2006 Sc.
Frencharriveda FOB Warrior,
and was immediately
integrated into her “family
away fromhome” Her sunny
persondlity, work ethic, and

dedication quickly becamean
essentia part of the unit.

A large part of Spc.
French'slifeon FOB Warrior
was an expression of her
spiritudity. Shesangwiththe
praiseband at the ShakeRiver
Chapel, attended services
faithfully, and, on April 28,
2005, wasbaptized. Shedso
enjoyedfishing, camping, and
socidizingwithfriends. Spe.
Frenchwasknowntobeatrue
“people’ person.

Soc. Frenchhasnumerous
military awards pending; the
BronzeStar Medd, thePurple
Heart, the Army Good
Conduct Medd, the Nationa
Defense Service Medd, the
Iragi Campaign Medal, the
Armed ForcesResarveMedd
with “M” device, and the
Idaho Service Ribbon. The
Army Service Ribbon has
aready been awarded to her.

Spc. French was
posthumoudly appointed to
therank of Corpord.

Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart and Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Leroy
Lewisoffer afinal saluteto fallen soldier Spc. Carrie
LeeFrench.
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TF 2-116th Armor

TF2-116 Armor Soldiersreceive CSM coins

Two Soldiersfrom TF 2-
116 Armor were recently
presented CSM Coins.

Spc. AlgandroCaudilloof
2nd Plt., has shown total
commitmenttoteemworkinhis
team, squad and platoon.

assigned task in a proficient
and professionad manner. He
has made the trangition from
FiddArtillery toInfantry with
extremeefficiency, actingasa
point man, vehicle gunner,
driver and Radio Teletype
Operator.

Caudillo hascompleted every

(R), witha CSM coain.

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin presented Spc Alejandro Caudillo

TF 2-116 Armor meets with
Kirkuk DG of Water & Sewer

B Co., TF 1-163 Armor
recently held a meeting with
the DG of Water and Sewer
fromthedity of Kirkuk todign
the projectsin Bravo'ssector.
It was becoming difficult to
identify projects that the city
was planning and projects
that thecompany commander
and company projects officer
think arenecessary or rdlevant
to benefit the city and people.

Projectsfocusng on sawage,
water and hedlth havepriority
above other projects and this
mesting isagood firs gepto
work together with city project
planners. A meeting will be
held periodically with these
and other city DGs to
identify projects and
discuss problems and ideas
that the military and civil
project officersface.

i }
Project alignment between city and military projects of-
ficer will benefit the city of Kirkuk. DG of Water and Sewer
meet with Lt. Jarnagin to discussproject issues.

Staff Sgt. Bradley Carr's
demonstrated outstanding
leadership and technical
expertisswhileserving asthe
HQ's Section Sergeant and
unit Commo Sergeant. During
his tenure with Bravo
Company, Car was
instrumental in setting up the
al thevehideand Command
Post communications on
BarbarianBase Hiswork ethic
and professionalism were
ingtrumental in the success of
theunit during histime2-116.

TF 2-116 Armor tearsup thetrack

Second Tank was well
representedinalOkilometer
Fun Run, on May 14 (see
attached picture). The Air
Force Services group holds
races on most Saturdays
ranging from 5k to Half
Marathons. Of about 40 to
50 runners, our runnerswere
inthefirst 1/3rd to crossthe
finishline.

We should al be very
grateful to theAir Forcefor
allowing usto join them in
their events including the
fun runs and a variety of
eventsheld at the Clamtina

B Co. 1st Sgt. V\bodall (L) standswnh Saff Sgt.Carr (C)
and Cmd Sgt. Maj. Chin (R), after Carr reived one of his
CSM coins.

(L R). Team 2-Tank; Spe. Blacker, Spo, Galbreeth, Sqt. 18
ClassGerrein, Sgt. Scheri, Spe. Fdt, Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin.

If you havethetime, please comeand join us.

TF 2-116 Armor meetswith Kirkuk Police Chiefs

TF 2-116 Armor's Team
Policebriefed thenew weekly
reporting standards for al
Police Chiefs in the City of
Kirkuk. Theformatincludeda
onedide briefing expected to
be presented by each police
chief noting their pagt week
as it pertains to personnd,
operations, logistics, and
issues / challenges. Team
Police also briefed the
supplemental budget
standards for station chiefs
andformat for submissionto
MOI pending Police
Headquarters review. Team
Policedlowed severd Police

égt. Keith Fredricksen (right) visitswith Sgt. Chalermchai
Mann in the kitchen at FOB McHenry, Irag. Both are mem

Chiefstobrief their didesas
apracticefor next week. After
each briefing they
conducted an After Action

Review in order to
demonstrate to the Chiefs
what Maj. Gen. Sherako
expected of them.
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TF 2-116 Armor

TF2-116 and Arab Projects Council discussfuturewa-
ter projects.

Arab Projects Council

The projects council was
formed to address the con-
cerns and needs of the Arab
tribes within Kirkuk. Team
Economics(Lt. Cal. Knutzen)
discussed future water
projectsinsouthernKirkuk, to
include congruction of GST
#5 (groundwater storage
tank)), andrepair of weter pump-
ing facilities that would pro-
videabout 120million(US) gd-

lonsof water per day.

Maj. Jenkins discussed
the need for the people of
Kirkuk to become more sdif
aufficient by teking advantage
of the opportunities at the
Kirkuk Business Center
(KBC). TheKBCcanprovide
informationonsmall busness
loans and grants that would
employ people through the
growth of smal businesses.

Memoria Fun Run

Saturday, May 28, 2005,
wasagood day foraFunRun.
2-116fidded 4teamsof 4run-
nersforthe20k ray race. Out
of the1l4teamsintherunning,
2-116 placed third and fourth.
First place went to the Air
Force team and second place

waswonby anindividua who
ran the entire 20k solo.  The
temperature rose quickly, but
al of therunnersdrank plenty
of good, cold water. Theonly
injuries were sore feet and
bruised egos. Both will hedl
quickly for thenext run.

i e i

i SN e R
2-116th fielded four teams

T

for the relay event.

Rattlers, |1 ask you
onceagain to extend your
workday alittlelonger. In
afew weeksE-Troop will
be taking down their
base camp and moving
fromthe city to the FOB.
They will still have to
conduct missions, and
patrol their sectors dur-
ing this move. | ask A
Company and HHC for
your support and extra
hands, if called upon, to
help them in any way
they need. We appreciate
the dedication and sup-
port you al give toward
making this Battalion a
unified team.

Leaders, thank you
for thegreat job you have
all been doing; keepit up
and continue to stay
alert. Don’t forget who
you are and where you
comefrom. Keep on mak-
ing theright choices. It's

St the examp

by Command Sgt. Maj.Henry Chin

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin

our responsibility to guide
our soldiersto do theright
thing. As leaders, we be-
come role models for our
subordinate soldiers.

We are constantly be-
ing watched by our pla-
toons, our squads, and our
teams. Somewill imitate our
behavior, good or bad.
That's why it is essential
that we are always doing
theright thing. We must be
willing to do what is re-
quired of asoldier by shar-
ing the dangers and hard-
ships. We must stand side-
by-side with our soldiers

le

without deviation. Avoid
placing your subordi-
nates in an ethical di-
lemma. Be honest with
them, help them talk
things through, and try
to find solutions for dif-
ficult problems. Besen-
sitive; thisisabig part of
developing your sol-
diers. By doing these
things we will have an
easier timeenforcing our
Army Values and Stan-
dards.

One of our Brigade
Standards is avoiding
negligent discharges.
You NCO’s can start by
being aware of our clear-
ing procedures and
making sureitisdoneto
standards. We must en-
force these procedures.
Don’t be the next guy to
be involved with negli-
gence.

SINA MORA.

by al

Col. Sherzad deliversschool packetsto an ethnically mixed
Kindergarten class. The packetsweredonated by an elemen-
tary schoal that obtained them through fundraisingl.

The Rahem Awa Police
ddivered school packetsthat
were donated by families of
codition forces to an ethni-
cally diverse kindergarten

school with over 200 stu-
dents. Prior to handing out
supplies, Col. Sherzad spoke
to each classabout theimpor-
tance of obeying the law, co-

Rahem Awa Police Chief Delivers School Supplies

operating with government
groupslikethepolice, andin-
forming policeof activity thet
Supports terrorist groups and
endangersthelragi citizens.
The teachers and the
headmagter showed their sup-
port for thepoliceastheschool
packets were being handed
out. The supplies were do-
nated by andementary school
that obtained them through
fundrasngefforts andmailed
from the United States cour-
tesy of the Yellow Ribbon Or-
ganization. The Headmaster
for Kirkuk Kindergartensaso
attended theceremony, andhe
commendedthepalicefor their
hard work and dedication to
makinglragsfefordl dtizens
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TF2-116 and Iragi Army soldiersreceive CSM coins

Four TF2-116 Armor
soldiers and two Iraqi
Army soldiers were pre-
sented with Command
Sergeant Major coinsre-
cently by Cmd. Sgt. Mgj.
Chin.

This soldier shows a
“can-do” attitude, and
never quits until he gets
the job done.

Spc. David Jones,
Scout Platoon Team Al-
pha, has a “can-do” at-

Soc. William Sevier was coined by Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin
for his unending dedication to duty and the mission.

Spc. William Sevier,
3rd Platoon Team Alpha,
has spent countless

titude and ahigh level of
motivation for every as-
signed task. and is mis-

1st Sgt. Abbas and Maj. Mohammed have proven to be

great assets to the Iraqgi Army.

bags, he ensured all his
equipment was mission
ready.

Spc. David Gaylord,
1st Platoon Team Alpha,
isalways motivated and
ready to help at any
time. He ensures his
vehicle is always ready
for any mission, and his
weapon systems are

hours of his clean and
personal time service-
maintaining able at all
the wheeled times. He
vehiclesinhis SPAL takes the
platoon to initiative
help ensure and starts
mission readi- daily du-
ness. On ties with-
many occa- out in-
sions Spc. struction
Sevier has or super-
been seen vision.
performing S pc .
PMCS on ve- Spc. David Jones demonstrated exceptional motivation | Gy lord
hicles after a | anda“ can-do” attitudethat earned himtheCmd. Sgt. Maj.’s | W~ @ S
mission, even | cain. placed in
though he the Pla-

was not responsible for
that task. Spc. Sevier is
consistently the first to
volunteer for details, and
rarely has complaints
about his assigned tasks.

sion-ready at amoment’s
notice. For example, Spc.
Jones had just returned
from leave, and, before
unpacking his duffle

toon Leader Vehicle as
a driver due to his
knowledge of the Area
of Operations and his
outstanding safety
record.

NCO. Sgt. Lolley always
goes the extra mile when
it comes to his platoon,
his squad and his own
readiness. Personal en-
couragement and sacri-
fice ensure his squad ac-
complishes all missions
waell.

The soldiers from the
Iragi Army were 1st Sgt.
Abbas and Maj.
Mohammed of 2nd Co.
They received coinsfrom
Cmd. Sgt. Mgj. Chin for
their tireless energy and

Soc. David Gaylord has demonstrated hisinitiative and
knowledge, and maintains an outstanding safety record.

Sgt. Brandon Lolley,
2nd Platoon Team Alpha,
is a highly motivated

willingness to train sol-
diers, making them agreat
asset to the Iragi Army.

ANIMAL

Sgt. Brandon Lolley uses personal encouragement
and self sacrifice to motivated his squad.
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TF 2-116 and Iragi Army visit Tesin Orphanage

Soldiers from TF2-
116 introduced the 2nd
Brigade, 4th Infantry Di-
vision (Iraqi Army) Bri-
gade Chaplain, Imam

There were fourteen
kids present. The other
children were visiting
relatives. Staff Sgt.
Hadden, an HHC/2-116

Orphanage.

ChaplaimImam Eimad Kasraw visited the Tesin

Eimad Kasraw, to the
Headmaster of the Tesin
Orphanage. They took
toys and some canned
food for the kids.

Medic, and Capt.
Bishop, Battalion S4,
handed out toys and
stuffed animals with the
IA Brigade Chaplain.

Saff Sgt. Bradley Carr received a Cmd. Sgt. Maj.

coin for

the orphanage.

Chaplain, Imam Eimad Kasraw and Cpt. Bisﬁop delivered toys and food to the children at

Chief Warrant Officer Jim
Kdlisand Magter Sgt. Anthony
Glennreceived Cmd. Sgt. Maj.
coinsfor their outstandingjob
of keeping the battalion's air
conditioning systems opera-

the outstanding leadership and technical expertise he showed
whileserving asthe Headquarters Section Sgt., and Unit Commo
Sot., Saff Sgt. Carr was instrumental in setting up the all the
vehicle and CP communications on Barbarian Base while he
was serving with Bravo Co. His work ethic and professional-
ismwere instrumental in the success of the Barbarians during
histimewith the unit.

tional.

Messagesfrom
home

Staff Sgt. DwayneMayer,
Wejust wanted to let
youknow thet your family
and friendsloveyou and
missyou. Wereglad to
knowthetyouaressfe and
we revary oy fortheloss
of yourfriend.
Withlotsof lovefromyour
wife, sonand daughter

B Co., TF 2-116 visits AL
Furatain Primary School

Soldiers from Bravo
Co., TF2-116 attacked a
problem part of Kirkuk by
working through the chil-
dren. They set out to win
the hearts and minds of the
children at the Al Furatain
Primary school, to help al-
leviatetensionsinthat area
of town and to help stop
the children from throwing
rocks at the soldiers. The
soldiers explained to the
students that they wanted
to be friends and asked

them not to throw rocks at
them. They explained the
U.S. missioninIragasone
designed to help the Iraqi
people. Thenthey handed
out toys and candy to the
children. They did this in
the two lower grades for
both boys and girls, ap-
proximately 200 students.
They also left school sup-
pliesfor the headmaster to
give to students who do
well in their exams and
studies.

TF2-116 soldiersdedlivered toyst childrenat the Al Furatain
Primary school.
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A memorid service was
held May 27 & FOB Warrior
for Sgt. John Ogburn, amem-
ber of A Company, 3-116th
Cavdry Bn., whowaslogt in
actiononMay 22, 2005.

Thememorid sarvicewas
conducted by Chaplain (1t
Lt)) Hinesbeforetheentireunit,
aswdll asthe 42nd ID com-
mander Maj. Gen. Joseph

A Company, TF 3-116 Armor

In Memoriam

Sgt. John Ogburn 111

for A Company, followed by
the firing of volleys, the 21-
gun salute and the playing of
Taps Hisfdlow soldierscame
before the presentation plat-
form, wherethey then passed
and sduted, paying their find
respects to afriend, afdlow
ldier.

Sgt. John Ogburn 111 was
born duly 19, 1958in Ontario,

his fellow soldiers.

Sgt. John Ogburn wasknown asa mentor and friend to

Tduto, 116thBCT commander
Brig. Gen AlanGayhatt, Lt Cdl.
Dan M cCabe, commander of
TF 3-116th Cavary

Oregon. Hisfather wasaloca

business owner, and his

mother was a school teacher.

Sgt. John Ogburn 111

He attended grades 1-12 in
Ontario's public school sys
tem. He participatedin such
extra curricular activities as
footbal, wrestling, track, and
additiond scholagtics.
After hisgraduation, Sgt.
Ogburn pursued a two-year
sndid stiencesdegreed Trea:
aureValey Community Col-
lege, beforetaking aone-year
bresk to do geologicd field
worka Ddmar Siver Minein
Idaho’'s Owyhee Mountains.
Hereturnedto collegethefol-
lowingyedar, trandaringtothe
University of Oregon. He
Fenttwoyearsa U of Oma-
joring in socid science and
minoring in geology. Sgt.
Ogburn then returned to

and severa brigade
gaff members

Sgt. Ogburn’s
boots; rifle hdmetand
dog tags were placed
on the presentation
platform prior to the
ceremony. The eu-
logy wasddivered by
1« Sgt. Sisd, which
was followed by
heartfet remarksfrom
Cpt. Kotz, Staff Sgt.
Cagdlanoz, and Sgt.
Jmenez.

Chaplain Hines
led dl those gathered
inthememoarid prayer.
1st Sgt. Sissdl then
conductedtherall cal

i
|
|

The memorial for Sgt. John Ogburn 111,
wherehisfellow soldierspaid their final re-
spectsin honor to hisserviceand hismemory.

Ontariotohdphisfa
therinthefamily bus-
ness and worked as
an assgant manager
inalocd retail sore.
He continued his
education with East-
ern Oregon Univer-
Sty viaTreasure V-
ley Community Col-
lege. From there, he
began a career as a
correctiond officer for
thegtateof Oregonin
2001
Heenligedinthe
Oregon Army Na-
tiond GuardasanAr-
tillery Surveyor (82C)
in1989, tranderredto

tiond Guardin 1996 wherehe
worked asamember of thefire
support echelon and S3, then
transferred back to the Or-
egonArmy Nationd Guardin
2001, wherehehasserved as
amember of A Company, 3-
116 Cavdry Bn. Sgt. Ogburn
wasadtivated onJune28, 2004
for Operetion Iragi Freedom

Armed ForcesReserveMedd
with “M” device, the Army
Good Conduct Medal, the
Non-Commissioned Officer
Professional Devel opment
Ribbon, the Army Achieve-
ment Medd, the Globa War
on Terrorism Service Medd,
the Iragi Campaign Medal,
two ldaho Reenlisment Rib-

Soldiersof the 116th BCT pay their final respectsto Sgt.

John Ogburn.

I11. He arrived in thester No-
vember 30, 2004.

He has been awarded the
Army SarviceRibbon, Nationd
Defense Service Medd, two
Army Reserve Component
Achievement Medals, the

bons and the Idaho Service
Ribbon. At this time, he has
been submitted for an Oregon
Faithful Service Ribbon and
an Oregon Superior Soldier
Ribbon as a result of hisac-
tions during Operetion Iragi

the Idaho Army Na- )

Sgt. John Ogburn 111
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Vaor intheWar on Terror

by Cpt. Brian K. Dean, TF3-116

For those of you
who may be reading this
story, | am an intelli-
gence officer in Irag. My
unit and | have been in
theater and conducting
operations since Decem-
ber 2004, approximately
6 months. The informa-
tion contained in this
document is 100 percent
true, but the location
and names will be omit-
ted for security pur-
poses. What follows is
a description of the
dedication, loyalty, and
courage that is demon-
strated by young sol-
diers fighting the War
on Terrorism here, so it
doesn’t have to be

fought it at home.

One of the many mis-
sions that is conducted
by my battalion here in
Iraq is the clearance of
MSR (main supply
routes) and ASR (alter-
nate supply routes) for
|EDs (improvised explo-
sive devises). Onavery
early morning in early
June 2005, one of our
platoons was clearing an
ASR that had been tar-
geted by AIF (anti-lraqi
forces) for IED emplace-
ment, long before we
conducted our transfer
of authority for the ASR.

On their trip back
they found a very large
holein the middle of the
road (8 feet in diameter

by 3 feet deep), which
forced them to straddle
the side of the road as
they bypassed the hole.
As the first vehicle
passed on the right
hand side an IED ex-
ploded under the pas-
senger side front tire.
The explosion and fol-
lowing concussion
broke the vehicle
commander’s legs (he
was also the platoon
leader), wounded the
passengers, and
launched the gunner 25
feet through the air.
When the gunner hit the
ground he did two bar-
rel rolls, immediately
turned on hisflashlight,
and ran back to the de-

stroyed up-armored
HMMWYV and began
treating the wounded.

After acouple of min-
utes the gunner realized
that the communications
equipment on the
HMMWYV was no longer
functional, and ran be-
tween 200 and 300
meters to the platoon
sergeant’s vehicle. The
gunner described thein-
juries and the situation
to the platoon sergeant,
who then moved his ve-
hicle forward to assist
with medical treatment
of the wounded sol-
diers. The gunner
jumped into the back
seat of the HMMWYV to
travel back to his com-
rades.

The platoon ser-
geant decided to move

to the left side of the
original holein the road
to provide far side secu-
rity for the wounded sol-
diers. As the HMMV
came up next to the hole,
a second |ED exploded
under the driver’s side
tire of the platoon
sergeant’s  vehicle,
wounding the crew and
ultimately costing the
driver both of his feet.
The gunner from the
first truck got out of the
truck after the second
blast and started treat-
ing the wounded Sol-
diers yet again.

The patrol had
started with three
HMMWYV s, but now two
were completely de-
stroyed and roughly half

Continued on page 16

TF3-116 Medicstrain Iragi Army combat life savers

by Sgt. John Kreider, TF3-116

In an effort to bring
the Iragi Army closer to
being self-sustained and
lessreliant on U.S. forces,
Army National Guard
medics Sgt. John Kreider
and Sgt. James Billington,
Soldiers of TF 3-116th
Armor, conducted medi-
cal training for Iragi Army
soldiers.

Earlier thisyear the 3-
116th medical sectionwas
tasked with training a
group of Iragi Army sol-
diers as combat life sav-
ers. The job of the com-
bat life saver isto befirst
on the scene and to pro-
vide treatment to
wounded soldiers until
thearrival of medical per-
sonnel. When medical
personnel do arrive com-
bat life savers are often

Sot.Kreider shown with the Iragi Army’sfirst classof Com-
bat Life Savers. Photo courtesy of Cpt. Preston, TF3-116

asked to assist medics, if
number of patients and
severity of wounds are
too great for on-scene
medical personnel to
handle alone. If medical
assets are not available,
initial treatment and
evacuation of injured sol-
diers may rest solely on

combat life savers.

Aside from doctoring
wounded or injured sol-
diers, U.S. Army medics
are often tasked with
training non-medical sol-
diers to be combat life
savers. To become acom-
bat life saver in the U.S.
Army, soldiers must com-

plete 48 hours of training,
and pass a series of prac-
tical exams and awritten
exam. The entire process
generally takesU.S. Army
soldiers five to six days.
Thetraining of soldiersto
be combat life savers is
nothing out of the ordi-
nary for a U.S. Army
medic. However, the mis-
sion of training Iragi Army
soldiersto be combat life
savers is a considerably
longer and more compli-
cated process that was
uncharted territory for
the 3-116th medical sec-
tion.

Due to numerous
predicted complications
such as scheduling con-
flicts between U.S. and
Iraqi forces, Iraqgi sol-
dierswith various levels
of education, and the

obvious language bar-
rier, the course was
scheduled to run until
mid-May. Rather than
training 8 to 10 hours a
day for 5to 6 daysin a
row, this unique class
was in session for three
hours a day, three days
aweek in an effort to ac-
commodate U.S. and
Iragi Army tactical and
combat missions. The
training mission was
spear-headed by Col.
Laurence Plumb.

While he was serving
asthe 3-116th Battalion
Surgeon, Col. Plumb co-
ordinated with Iraqi
Army officerstoinitiate
a training program that
would transform se-
lected Iragi Army infan-

Continued on page 15
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TF 3-116th Armor

ACo., TF3-116carieson NCOlnductlmtradltlonWhlleSErwnglnIraq

by Sgt. 1st Class Wayne W.
Chagain, ACompany, TF 3-116

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
The noncommissioned of -
ficers (NCOs) of the 116th
Brigade Combat Team'sAl-
pha Company, Task Force

3-116 Armor, celebrated
their second annual Non-
commissioned Officer’sIn-
duction Ceremony May 20
at Warrior Gym on Forward
Operating Base Warrior,
Iraqg.

Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Joseph Brooks and Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Charles
Whittier ceremoniously wet Sgt. Gilbert Tweedy's stripesduring
aninduction ceremony held by A Co., TF3-116 at FOB Warrior.
(Photo by Saff Sgt. Dean Harrison, TF3-116)

CLS..

Continued from pagel14

trymen into combat life
savers. The brief plan-
ning phase for the train-
ing program began
around March 6 of this
year. SGT Kreider (3-116
medical training NCO)
developed a training
schedule that encom-
passed the U.S. Army
combat life saver cur-
riculum, but wastailored
to fit the Iragi Army.
March 13 SGT Kreider
and SGT Billington be-
gan the mission of turn-
ing a select group of
Iragi Army soldiersinto
combat life savers.
Armed with an inter-
preter that goes by the
name of “Bob” the
American medics suc-
ceeded in conquering

This year’s ceremony
inducted eight new Ser-
geants into the company’s
NCO Corps. Theceremony
included Alpha Company
NCOs and several high-
ranking NCOs from other
battalions, aswell asNCOs
fromtheAir Forcethat are
co-located with the Brigade
on FOB Warrior.

Guest speakers were
Command Sgt. Maj. Jo-
seph Brooks, the TF 3-116
Armor Command Ser-
geant Major, and Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Charles
Whittier, the 145th Sup-
port Battalion Command
Sergeant Mgjor.

The ceremony started
with a narrator telling of
the history of the NCO
Corps, followed by com-
mentsfrom Cmd. Sgt. Mgj.

Sgt. John Kreider congratul atesoneof his students

the language barrier that
would have hindered the
training process. To aid
the training two local
Iragi doctors assisted in
translating the technical
medical information to
the Iraqgi soldiers. The
doctors played an es-
sential role in ensuring
the medical knowledge

was accurately con-
veyed to the Iragi sol-
diers. Kreider and
Billington have formed a
strong bond with both
the doctors and Iragi sol-
diers, paving asolid foun-
dation for additional medi-
cal training as they move
on to becomefully trained
medics.

Inducteesread the Noncommissioned Officer Creed at an
induction ceremony held by A Co., TF3-116 at FOB Warrior.
In line left to right are sergeants Richard Rourke, James
Flood, Johan Bagge, Chadwick Getman, William Childs,
Robert Powers, Gilbert Tweedy and Brian Polley. (Photo by
Saff Sgt. Dean Harrison, TF3-116)

Brooksto the new induct-
ees.

“Promotion to the
NCO Corps is the most
important promotion any
of you will get while in
military service...It is
proper that you be recog-
nized through ceremony,”
said Brooks.

Brookswent onto dis-
cuss the responsibilities
that come with promotion
into the NCO Corps.

“NCOs must ensure
their soldiers meet all
standards...NCOs must
enforce standards to de-
velop their soldiersin the
daily skills that will help
them succeed intheir mis-
sions. Itisaprivilegeto
be entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of both the
lives of your soldiers and
the mission that must be
accomplished,” he said.

Cmd. Sgt. Maj.
Whittier then offered
some words of advice to
the new inductees. He
said NCOs must be pre-
pared at all times for the
unexpected, and he chal-

lenged the new NCOs to
be ready for that.

The ceremony went on
with the history of the
NCO Creed. Thenthein-
ductees were presented
by their sponsorsto Cmd.
Sgt. Mgj. Brooks for the
reading of the NCO Creed
and swearing in of the
new NCOs with the
“Charge of the Noncom-
missioned Officer.”

Brooks and Whittier
then performed the cer-
emonial “wetting of the
stripes,” done by pouring
water over each new
sergeant’s rank.

The ceremony con-
cluded with presentation
of coins to the new ser-
geants by both Brooks
and Whittier, and con-
gratulations offered by
every member of Alpha
Company’sNCO Corps.

The newly inducted
Sergeants were Richard
Rourke, James Flood,
Johan Bagge, Chadwick
Getman, William Childs,
Robert Powers, Gilbert
Tweedy and Brian Polley.
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TF 1-163rd Infantry

TF1-163Infantry soldierstranlragi Army incombativestechniques

FOB WARRIOR, Irag—
Soldiersfromthe 116th Bri-
gade Combat Team's Task
Force 1-163 Infantry are
bringing their skill to bear
to train Iragi security
forces as they prepare
them to take over security
operationsin lrag.

The war in Iraq has
evolved from mostly track-
ing and capturing insur-
gentsto amulti-faced mis-
sion that includes training
the Iragi Army and Police
forces. AstheArmy fulfills
its expanded mission,
membersof National Guard
units are often

lives, they have volun-
teered to help teach Iragi
forces hand-to-hand com-
bat and defensive tactics
procedures.

“The three day class
was an introductory
course designed to give
the soldiers a set of basic
skills they can use right

away onthe streetsof their
cities and towns,” said
Brady.

Both Brady and Baker
are trained martial artists
who jumped at the chance
when superior officers
mentioned a desire to see

finding them-
selvesinunique
positions to
draw ontheir ci-
vilian skills to
help with this
process.

Sgt. Scott
Brady and Sgt.
Mike Baker,
both of TF1-163
Infantry, aretwo
such soldiers.
Drawing on
skillsand expe-
riences from
their civilian

Sot. Scott Brady, a Task Force 1-163
Infantry’sheadquarterscompany soldier,
gives one-on-one instruction to an Iragi
Army soldier during a recent defensive
tactics class at FOB McHenry. (Photo
submitted by Sgt. Scott Brady, TF 1-163
Infantry)

Valor...

Continued from pagel4

of the soldiers in the
platoon were wounded.
A young sergeant who
was the third in com-
mand of the convoy was
now the only leader |eft
that was not wounded.
He quickly assessed the
situation and deduced
that an ambush of small
arms (machine guns,
rocket propelled gre-
nades, etc.) was almost

a certainty, given his
distance from support
and the fact that his
HMMWY was the only
vehicle not damaged.
The sergeant de-
cided to conduct a de-
fense, and moved the
last HMMWYV close to
the two destroyed
HMMWYVs. He quickly
assessed that the crew-
served weapons (.50
caliber and 7.62mm ma-
chine guns) were still

thelocal security forcesre-
ceive some kind of defen-
sivetraining.

“l have trained with
quite afew police officers
back in Montana, where
we're from,” Brady said.
“ Almost every one of them
has a story about how the
defensive tactics they
learned in the academy
helped to save them when
the going got tough. We
wanted these guysto have
some of those same capa-
bilities.”

There were a total of
21soldiersinthefirst group
who spent two hours aday
for three daysworking pri-
marily on defensive tech-
niguesin two-man teams.

Accordingto Brady, this
course offered a welcome
break for the soldiers from
the more traditional classes
on basic marksmanship, map
reading, and first aid skills
that all Iragi security forces
are going through.

“We try to keep the
classesfun,” said Baker. “It
helps keep everyone safe,
and aso givesthese guys a
chance to move around a
little bit and build some ca

functional, and ordered
uninjured soldiers into
the damaged HMMV sto
defend the wounded in
case of a follow-up at-
tack. The sergeant cre-
ated a hasty CCP (casu-
alty collection point) by
the HMMWV s and con-
tinued to treat the sol-
diers and call for
MEDEVAC (medical
evacuation).

The sergeant contin-
ued to defend the casu-

maraderie with each other.
Nothing buildstrust likegiv-
ing your body over to your
buddy to use as a training
tool.”

Brady and some of his
Iragi counterparts have
ended up with scrapes on
their faces and black eyes
while practicing the proce-
dures.

“This emphasizes to
the studentsjust how pow-
erful some of these tech-
niquescan be,” said Brady.

Brady said students and
instructors seemed pleased
withtheclasses. “It givesus
another opportunity to in-
teract with our Iragi Security
Forces counterparts. Thisis

training all of themcan use.”
The 116th BCT took
over responsihility for com-
bat operationsin Kirkuk and
Sulaymaniyah Provincesin
February. Besides develop-
ing Iragi security forces, the
unit is supporting Irag’s
elected leaders, helping
jump-start economic devel-
opment and assisting Iragis
with communications.
Made up of component
unitsfromthestatesof North
Dakota, Idaho, Oregon,
Montana, Utah, New Jersey
and Maryland, the 116th
BCT isoneof severa Army
National Guard units de-
ployed in support of Opera-
tionIragi FreedomlIl.

Sgt. Brady demonstrates an arm bar on Sgt. Baker for
the Iragi Army students at FOB McHenry.

alties against an attack
that fortunately did not
appear. The QRF (quick
reaction force) arrived
sometime later. Whether
or not an attack was
originally planned by
the AIF on the attrited
platoon is something we
will never know. The act
of the sergeant, reoccu-
pying the crew-served
weapon platforms on
the damaged
HMMWYVs, could have

been more than enough
to make the typically
lightly armed AIF recon-
sider their attack.

| wrote this story be-
cause of my awe of the
gunner and the young
sergeant, both of whom
overcame fear, pain, an-
guish, and shock from
the violent action taken
against them. Due to
their actions, all the sol-
diers of the platoon sur-
vived this attack.



Vol. 5 Ed. 22, June 2005

Snakebites

Page 17

TF 1-163rd Infantry

| daho donorssend suppliestolragl dinicsandtoysfor needy Chl I dren

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
A physician assistant with
the 116th Brigade Combat
Team’s Task Force 1-163
Infantry isspearheading an
effort to deliver medical
supplies and toys to Iragi
clinicsand children.

Project organizer Capt.
Patrick Castellano ex-
pressed his gratitude re-
cently viae-mail to Hewlet-

Packard, St. Luke's Re-
gional Medical Center and
Idaho Veterans of Foreign
Wars for their generous
donations of supplies and
toys.

“Witheachmail call this
week, amountain of pack-
ages grows,” wrote
Castellano. “1 happened to
be visiting the Kirkuk Air
Baselast week when asol-

TF1-163 medical personnel unload an ambul ahce_full of
packages. (Photo submitted by Capt. Patrick Castellano, TF

1-163)

dier working the mail ap-
proached me with ques-
tions of who is St. Luke's
and why did they send all
the packages?’

Castellano is stationed
at Forward Operating Base
Gaines-Mills in northern
Iraq and has been collect-
ing the supplies as they
arriveinthemail.

The supplies will be
used to support the hu-
manitarian efforts of the
unit’s medical assistance
visits in the area. Medical
assistance visits are usu-
ally requested by the com-
mander and areintended to
target areas of need. Rather
than using military medi-
cine and supplies, these
visits are typically sup-
ported by donated medi-
cine and supplies.

“We filled an ambu-
lance with packages,”
Castellano wrote. “We
should soon have images

Castellano, TF1-163)

Cpt. Patrick Castellano, a TF1-163 physician assistant, Sits
in front of a pile of packages containing medical suppliesand
toys to be used in the unit's humanitarian efforts at the FOB
Gaines-Millsaid station. The packageswere donated by Hewl ett
Packard, S. Luke's Regional Medical Center, and |daho \eter-
ans of Foreign Wars. (Photo submitted by Cpt. Patrick

of the delivery to thankful
Iragi children and the medi-
cal clinics.

Promoting good will
and healthinthelocal com-
munity is one way the
116th BCT is helping the
people in the provinces of

Kirkuk and Sulaymaniyah,
Iraq. Members of the bri-
gade areaso helping local
Iragis establish their new
government, train their se-
curity forces, stimulate
their economy and facilitate
their communications.

TF1-163 and Iragi police deliver school supplies to children

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
Soldiers from Team 3, A
Company, 358th Civil Affairs
Brigade and C Company,

Task Force 1-163 Infantry,
both of the 116th Brigade
Combat Team, assisted lo-
cal Iragi police and city

Iraqgi Police Lt. Sa Adon Nori Sa Aeed delivers school
suppliesto children at Al Hoyash School in western Kirkuk
Province, Irag, May 22. (358th Civil Affairs Photo)

council membersMay 22in
delivering school suppliesto
children at Al Hoyash
School in western Kirkuk
Province, Irag.

The school, located in
GhaziaVillage, isbothapri-
mary and secondary school.
School supplies were do-
nated and sent by American
donors to members of the
116th Brigade Combeat Team,
sorted into packets and
giventothelragi officiasfor
distribution at the event.

Accordingto participants,
Mr. Hammed Ali Humadi,
school headmaster, was
pleased that Lt. SaAdon Nori
SaAeed and others from the
local police department

Children at Al Hoyash School in western Kirkuk Prov-
ince, Iraq, line up to receive packets of school suppliesfrom
local officials May 22. (358th Civil Affairs Photo)

handed out thesupplies. Three
city coundil membersasopar-
ticipated in the event.

With the aid of the codi-
tion, three new classrooms
were recently added to the

school, alowing an increase
in student cgpacity. Currently
the school has 120 students
and nineteachers Threeof the
teacherswork on avolunteer
basis.
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May cameandwent likea
flash of lightening, and for
many, so did the mid-way
point of our deployment here
inlrag. Severd Scorpion sol-
diershitther one-year mobili-
zetion anniversary thisweek,
withtheres followinginafew
short days. It'shardtobelieve
it's been nearly a year since
we left home for Ft. Bliss,
Texas, and the long journey
that eventualy brought us
heretolrag. How arethesewar-
riorsholding up? Exception-
dlywdl, despitetripledigittem-
peratures, separation from
their loved ones, and an envi-
ronment that constantly
changes. One young soldier
recently remarked, “ Changeis
away of lifeintheArmy—you
must dways be prepared to
flex and adjust to ever chang-
ing missons.” Agility isone
of our many hdlmarks.

The month of May was
both heart wrenching and re-
wardingfor thesoldiersof the
Scorpion Battalion. Staff Sgt.
Jarod Behee, oneof our many
taented sol diersdetached out
to Sgter maneuver units, was
serioudy wounded on May
25thwhileconductingasecu-
rity patrol. Hewas evacuated
firg to Landstuhl, Germany,
then onto Walter Reed Army
Medical Center where he is
presently recovering. Hisfam-
ily isby hissde, and they are
al in our prayers during this
trying time. The website
www.jarodbehee.com has
been established by his fam-
ily and canbeaccessedfor up-
to-date information on the
progress Jarod ismaking.

The rewarding side of
May cameintheformof mea
surable progress across mul-
tiple missons being carried
out by your tirdess soldiers.
On the humanitarian front,
hundreds of shoes, socks,

TF 1-148 Field Artillery

Over the Hump

by Lt. Col. RussJohnson, TF 148 Field Artillery Commander

school packets, dental hy-
gienekits andfirg adkitswere
distributed to remote schools
and villages throughout our
areaof operations, directly en-
hancingthelivesof many chil-
dren. In our area of respons-
hility, about 36 projectsrelated
to water digtribution, power
generation, school renovar
tion, and clinic equipment
were completed in May, with
almost 40 projects started.
Many villagesnow havedean
water to drink, sewage sys-
tems that work, clinics that
havebas ctrestment tools and
eectrica power; these infra-
gructureimprovements have
enabled many villagestoim-
provetheir qudity of lifeand
provideemployment opportu-
nitiesto their resdents.

May was also a busy
month from the sandpoint of
change. Theproud soldiersof
Bulldog Battery continued to

display their ability to adapt

Lt. Col. Johnson

by relocating soldiers and
equipment from two remote
forward operating basesto a
consolidated | ocation near the
Battdion headquarters. Inthe
past year, these capable and
dedicated soldiers have
moved over 14 times—lock,
gock and barrd —alwaysdo-
ing sowithasmileand conta
gious enthusasm. Their mo-
torized platoons continue to
conduct mounted combat pa-
trols around the clock to en-
hance the security and gtabil-
ity across alarge area of op-
erations. They continue to
coachand mentor severd city

councils, mayors, police
chiefs, and city planners as
they continue to move for-
wardrebuildingthisethnicaly
diverse country.
Thecgpablemenaof How-
itzer Battery continuedtopro-
videtimely andaccuratePda
dinfiresacrossthislarge and
uniqueareacf Irag. They con-
tinued to refinethelr gunnery
killsdaily whileassigtingwith
loca security acrossmultiple
forward operating bases Their
statistics are impressive —
nearly 33tonsof 155mmord-
nance fired since arriving in
country, dmost 4000 hoursof
continuous fire support cov-
erage, and over 2000 practice
drills. The Paladin howitzers
are holding up exceptiondly
well, despitetheheat and near
congant use. The crews con-
santly and proactively per-
form preventivemaintenance
onthesetechnicdly-intensve
cannons, and our mainte-

TF 1-148 FA Command & Saff Photo, 21 May 2005 TF 1-148 FA Battalion Headquarters,

FOB Warrior, Kirkuk, Irag, Operation Iragi Freedom 11

S -

nanceteamsarethebestinthe
Army. Their operationd reedi-
nessrate (defined asthetime
the systems are fully opera-
tiond versusnot) isinthehigh
90 percentilerange.

Our firefinder radar crews
continued to excd across dl
facets of capability and per-
formance. Also very techni-
cdlyintensve, thesefirefinder
systems and talented crew-
men provided 2,178 continu-
ous hours of proactive radar
coverage in May, despite the
additiond burdenplaced upon
these systems by the heat.
Their creative ingenuity,
coupled with afiercemission
focus, has enabled the 116th
BrigadeCombat Teamtoiden-
tify numerous enemy posi-
tions and protect our person-
nel and equipment fromharm.

Our HeadquartersBéttery
teamsagain achieved numer-
ous milestones in the month
of May. They loaded, trans-
ported, and delivered combat
configured loadsconggting of
over 15,000litersof bottledwar
ter, 25,000 poundsof food, and
over 10,000 gdlons of fud
across long, chdlenging dis-
tances. Collectively, the Bat-
taion trangport teams moved
over 50 of the large military
trangport containers (referred
to as CONNEXS) and ddliv-
ered amost 19 tonsof barrier
material consisting of
concertina wire, sandbags,
and HESCO barrier systems.
Additionaly, these greet sol-
diers performed timely and
professiond medicd coverage
across this widdly-dispersed
Battdion, loggeddmaos 45,000
vehidemiles and performed
over 180 services on equip-
ment ranging from large
trucks to weapon systems.

The proud, capable air

Continued on page 20
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TF 1-148 Field Artillery

Fox Battery soldiersmake* spec:lal stop for Iragi children

by Cpt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR, Iraq
— While there are plenty
of differences, the
soldiersof the 116" BCT's
F Battery, 188" Air
Defense Artillery from
Grand Forks, North
Dakota, are finding that
they share many thingsin
common with the people
of Iraq.

TO no one’s surprise,
the men of “Fox” Battery,
attached to Task Force 1-
148 Field Artillery, have
found life in Irag much
different than what they
are familiar with back
home. They see evidence
of that each day they
travel the paved
highways and gravel
roads around the city of
Kirkuk.

“The cultural training
we received prior to
deployment was
beneficial to adegree, but
only first hand experience
really prepared us for
interacting with lraqi
civilians and the army
soldierswe aretraining,”
said Staff Sgt. Gregory

Brockberg, an F Battery
communications non-
commissioned officer,
“Cultural and social
peculiarities bombard us
fromall sides.”
According to the
soldiers, the number one
difference is language.
Both Arabic and Kurdish
are commonly spokenin
north-central Iraq. The
soldiers have all picked
up various terms and
phrases from their
interpreters who travel
with them during
interactions with lraqi

nationals. Food is
another maj or
dissimilarity.

“We've have had the
opportunity to sample
Iraqgi cuisine while
performing numerous
missionswith Iragi Army

soldiers,” said
Brockberg. “Many say
the bread is very

good—other food items
they’'re not so sure
about!”

But along with the
differences come many
similarities. A smile, a
wave, and a ‘ thumbs-up’

Two lragi chlldren run homethh new shoes given to them
by the soldiers of the 116" Brigade Combat Team's Fox Bat-
tery, 188" Air Defense Artillery, outside of FOB Warrior, Irag.
(Photo submitted by F Battery, 188" Air Defense Artillery)

gesture
seem to be
universal
non-verbal
methods of
communication.
This is
especially
apparent
w h e n
interacting
with Iraqi
children in
this country
that isall too
familiar with
war and
hardship.

“ W e
enjoy the
sight of
waving

Sgt. 1st Class Gary Del.orme, a Fox Battery, 188th Air Defense Artil-
lery squad leader, fitsa pair of shoes donated by hismother to an Iraqi girl
outside of Forward Operating Base Warrior, Iraq, during a recent patrol.
(Photo submitted by F Battery, 188th Air Defense Artillery)

children as

we speed through
neighborhoods and by
villages while
performing missions in
the vicinity of our
forward operating base,”
Brockberg said.

It was after one such
mission that Fox Battery
soldiers sought, in a
small way, to improve
the lives of several
children who live in
crumbling houses
outside of FOB Warrior.
First Platoon, under the
leadership of 1Lt. Virgil
Perez and Sgt. 1% Class
Cory Nygord, took a
slight detour while
returning from amission
May 4.

“The side trip was
suggested by Sgt. 1
Class Gary DelLorme,
one of our squad leaders
who had recently
returned from leave
carrying a special duffle
bag,” said Brockberg.

“Inside the bag were
twenty pairs of
children’s shoes and
sandals that had been
collected by his mother
back in Fargo.”

The platoon
conducted a short halt
on the road just outside
one of the gates to FOB
Warrior. With gunners
providing security,
other soldiers exited gun
trucks ready to
distribute candy to the
many children running
from their dilapidated
houses toward the road.
While opening hisduffle
bag, Del orme motioned
for the kids to approach
hisvehicle.

“Like a Footlocker
salesman, the 6’2"
Del orme bent down and
began fitting shoes and
sandals to small feet,”
said Brockberg. “In a
short time, all the
footwear was handed

out and several smiling
Iragi children had new
shoes. It's safe to say
that the soldiers enjoyed
the occasion just as
much as the needy kids
did.”

Fox Battery was
activated for 18 months
back in June 2004 and
has been stationed in
Iraq since December.

“That isalong period
of time away from wives,
children, moms and
dads, and girlfriends,”
said Brockberg. “Every
soldier needs to
experience certain
situations that help him
forget, if only for ashort
time, the death and
destruction that
continue to plague this
country. Seeing the
waves and the smiles of
Iraqi children when U.S.
soldiers pass by builds

Continued on page 20
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Hump...

Continued from page18
defense artillerymen from

Fox Battery led the way
with our aggressive efforts
to train, resource, and
equip the Iragi Army for-
mations that populate our
areaof responsibility. They
have continued to set the
standard across the Bri-
gade for preparing and ex-
ecuting solid, mission-fo-
cused training to our lragi
Army counterparts, asthey
expand their capabilities
and proficiency in provid-
ing a safe and secure Irag.
| cannot begin to explain
in words the level of pro-
fessional commitment and
excellence these great sol-
diersdeliver day inand day
out. They prepare and su-
perviseawidearray of mili-
tary specific tasks includ-
ing basic marksmanship
training, first aid, complex
battle drills, staff training,
detainee operations, and
basic security tasks such
as traffic control points,
emergency response, and
mounted patrols. Their ef-
fortshave directly enabled
thelragi Army to attain ex-
ceptionally high
proficienciesand skill sets,
while simultaneously
teaching the leadership
how to be professional
and accept responsibility
for their actions.

More soldiers rotated
homeinMay on their two-
week R&R leave, for some
well deserved time with
their families and friends.
At thispoint in our deploy-
ment, nearly half of the
Scorpion Battalion has had
the opportunity to cycle
out of Irag for quality time
with their loved ones. We

will continue this program
through the next several
months, as it is important
our deserving men and
women receive a break
from the stress of a com-
bat environment, and af-
ford their families and
friends some much needed
timetogether.

Worthy of mention at
this point in our deploy-
ment isthe exceptional re-
tention efforts of our lead-
ers and soldiers through-
out the Battalion. Fifty-
four Scorpions have reen-
listed since we arrived in
theater, equating to the
commitment of over
$700,000in tax-free bonus
monies. Deployed soldiers
who meet thedligibility re-
guirements are being of-
fered $15,000 tax free
money to reenlist for 6
yearsor $7,500 for 3years.
These bonuses are in ad-
dition to a host of other
benefits, such as student
loan repayment incentives

F Battery...

Continued from page19
confidencethat our battery
mission here will be a
success, and that the
future of this embattied
country will beabright one.
The 116" BCT took
over responsibility for
combat operations in
Kirkuk and Sulaymaniyah
Provinces in February.
Besides providing
humanitarian assistance,
theunit isaccomplishinga
four-fold mission that
includes developing Iraqi
security forces,
supporting Irag's elected
leaders, hel ping jump-start
economic development
and assisting Iraqgis to

and tuition assistance pro-
grams. I’'m very proud to
see these great soldiers
take advantage of these
unique opportunities to
continue their service and
receive these hefty incen-
tives.

Many families, busi-
NEesses, Civic organizations,
churches, and educational
ingtitutionsback homehave
contributed school supplies,
athletic equipment, toys,
and games to our soldiers
here for distribution among
some very thankful and
grateful children, teachers,
and community cultural
centers. A little known fact
is that most communities
hereinIraq haveactivecivic
organizations, not all that
dissmilar from our own Ro-
tary, Civitan, and community
youth organizations. The
many contributions from
home have gonealong way
in providing assistance and
expanded opportunities to
thesevery worthwhileorga-
nizations and education
centers. You

both triumph and sorrow,
good days and bad. Al-
though time has gone by
very rapidly for those of us
deployed, for many at home
it has crawled along. Your
immensesacrificeandworry
are very much on my mind
as we continue to go about
our daily tasks of providing
a safe and secure environ-
ment for this unique coun-
try, which has worked so
hard to embrace freedom.
Please be assured that
your soldiersarebeing well
cared for and led. These
tremendous men and
women have been called
upon to accomplish a
tough, challenging mis-
sion. As is often said, “If
thisweresimple, wewould
hireitdone.” It'snot simple
and the best have been
called upon to do the job.
They are performing admi-
rably!

| again applaud the
support and commitment
of al our soldiers, families,
friends, and communities.

This deployment would
not be possible without
the outpouring of support
from our loved ones, fami-
lies, employers and civic
organizations. I’ velearned
alot of lessons during this
historic deployment, many
of which are not taught at
military colleges or con-
tained in text books. Per-
haps the most vital has
been the importance of
keeping our families in-
formed of the achieve-
ments of their loved ones
and to insure their needs
are being met during the
extended absence of their
soldier.

Please take afew min-
utes and thank those
neighbors, businesses,
churches, relatives, em-
ployers and support agen-
cies for stepping up and
making a difference. It's
truly ateam effort and the
contributions of these fine
individuals and groups
have made areal impact.

Whenever, Wherever!

can imagine
theexpression
onthefacesof
young chil-
dren who re-
celve a soccer
bal for thefirst
time in their
lives, or re-
celve a set of
markers and
coloring
books that,
for many,
have been
nonexistentin
their lives.
Our de-
ployment to
Iraq has been
filled with

Sgt. Peter Masset, a Fox Battery, 1
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88th Air Defense Artillery teamleader,
hands out candy to Iragi children outside of FOB Warrior, Irag, during a
recent patrol. (Photo submitted by F Battery, 188th Air Defense Artillery)
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by Tanya Chin

Areacities took time out
to Honor Our Military in cel-
ebrationsand gatheringstook
place throughout the date. |
had the opportunity to experi-
ence two of these events.

A few Emmett Middle
School students wanted to
pay tribute to their friends,
neighbors and to the military
by acknowledging and show-
ing continued support for the
sacrificesthat our military per-
sonnd and their families are
facing in this ever changing
world during wartime. These
kids took on a misson that
would usudly be handled by
adults—they organized, solic-
ited and collected donations,
arranged for aBlack Hawk to
land and coordinated apicnic
in the park, dong with aspe-
dd tributetoMilitary families

Thiswasavery emationd
experiencefor many. | do not
recall Armed Forces Day
meaningsomuchinyearspast
as it does when you have a
soldier sarving in the line of
duty, cdled upon to leave his
or her family and gotowar.

Itisamazing what kids of
this age can accomplish.
Emmett has a very strong
group of young, caring lead-
ersthat will definitely havean
impact on the future of their
grest community andthegtate
of Idahowill bebetter for thet.

Thefamiliesof our military per-
sonnel would like to say a
warm, heart felt * Thank You'
for not forgetting us and d-
though the heedlines are di-
minishing as time goes on,
they acknowledged that our
soldiersaredill defending our
freedoms.

Honor Our Military Dayin
Boisewasajoint venture be-
tween 4-H and the Idaho Na-
tional Guard Youth Group to
boost support for our Troops
andasotoserveasareminder
that, as life has gone on for
many and we are no longer
front pagenews, therearedill
largenumbersof deployments
for dl branchesaof themilitary.
It was aso an opportunity to
recognize the families and
most importantly the kids —
Military KidsServe Too.

Paul Fredericks from
Channel 2 News started our
march off with military kids
holding a banner in Julia
Davis Park that said smply
“Support Our Troops.”
Therewere around 100 par-
ticipants, both military and
civilian, who were there to
show their support. During
the march to the statehouse
steps, the children sang pa-
triotic songs of support for
their soldiers. Onlookers
smiled, gavethumbsup, and
clapped aswemarched past.
Upon arrival the ceremonies

- e I i -I-
All part|C|pantsI|t a candlein honor of our soldiers.

werekicked off
by KJ Mac of
107.1 KHITS.
The remem-
brance cel-
ebration be-
gan with the
posting of the
colors, intro-
ductions of
the dignitaries
and recitation
of the Pledge
of Allegiance.
Eight kids
for the Idaho
Nationd Guard
Youth Group
received Hero
Packsand Cer-
tificates  of

Honor Our Military Day, May 21, 2005

Eight kids for the Idaho National Guard Youth Group received
Hero Packs and Certificates of Commendation. These kids were
nominated by the Sate Youth Officers for this area, each for indi-
vidual reasons.

Commenda-
tion. These kids were nomi-
nated by the Sate Youth Of-
ficersfor thisarea, eachforin-
dividud reasons. They have
shown strength, endurance
and have represented them-
selves with a tremendous
amount of dignity and
srength throughout deploy-
ment. These kids have found
strength deep inside them-
sevesto persevereand to d-
low the deployment to havea
positiveimpact ontheir lives.

They are the future of Idaho.
They make us proud of the
leaders they are now and of
the leeders they will one day
beasadults Uponending the
Hero Pack presentation, a-
though we were ahead of
schedule by an hour and it
was not dark yet, dl partici-
pantslit acandle in honor of
our soldiers. The light from
the candles could not be
seen, but the moment was
forever etched in our minds.

The military kids ended the
ceremony by singing “God
BlessAmerica,” asthissong
has a very powerful mean-
ingtoall who serveand their
families

It was an honor to be a
part of these wonderful
events. Wearetruly not for-
gotten. Until dl arehome, our
communities will continue
toraly, pray, and show sup-
port for boththeMilitary and
their families.

Soldier-Family Adoption Program

by Kristina Olson

After Operation
Homefront Hugs USA
closed its adoption pro-
gram, three former volun-
teers decided to form
Hugs4SmilesUSA in an
effort to ensure that a
program which provides
support for both de-
ployed soldiers and their
families would remain
available to these heroes
who sacrifice so much for
their country.

If you or aloved one

is facing deployment, or
are already in a deploy-
ment situation, and are
seeking adoption, please
contact us. You are the
very reason
Hugs4SmilesUSA exists.
Keep in mind that we sup-
port both the deployed
troops and their families.
Let us send some Pack-
aged Hugs to you and
your family back home;
they need something to
smile about, too!

When you volunteer,

Hugs4SmilesUSA assigns
you adeployed hero's fam-
ily and/or thehero. Youthen
send the hero two care pack-
ages each month. If the
soldier's family has also
been adopted, they receive
one package each month. If
you find it in your heart to
joinour family of volunteers,
or would likemoreinforma:
tion:
Pleasevigt our websteat
www.HugsASmilesUSA .org,
or contact wus at
Info@HugsASmilesUSA .org.



Page 22

Snakebites

Vol. 5 Ed. 22, June 2005

00

S108 Hqoulyovg
sopeda 000%
soawmed avad @oo1s
006T spEg {5007 20T VAN
000G 0008 % 00610020
iMOHS o -6 00t J2AWdug
OnIg { w3 proH SoMIE 2100
INO2 HONNT sexa), HONOT IAoW
oc 6% 8% LE 9%
000
000E cumg
e “E_ﬂ 000E
T sagyERINY PE sscurToq aved ® 0018
000% D06T 55342 .
ayoBIEY 49% " _m__.,._ 000 { $00Z VIETH PR % 0061000
0005 00ST : 0% T meg-8 00& 1 JAUWDIY
ofurg aOnNIg ouise) oDg { ™= poH oDHIE 21A0W
sarssandong OHIRS HONNT sl HoMAT :
8% vE £z zz 1z 0z 61
0L1E aMﬁ
Bl
s owIey STOE 000C | et
000G 0061 5}=g hmppEr avad @ oot
ofurg @
% 00610020
anssarforg 0071Z-00&1 000C 000
) Buog-hng O0ET meg-4 00& 1 J2AUWDAY
00£71-0060 JDDZDg fq=boerg oDNIE e prog SDMIE '
JDDZIbg HANNT sea] HONNT J1A0W
81 L1 a1 g1 #1 £1 A |
“"uﬂ CI0E 0EGT
0e1E p— sspeds 0£61 ‘00E1 ‘0080 ‘00CT "0080
; - W T WO U )
ayoRrEy da% 0061 55> W g D
_.!“ EE il .— —|._” u..—..m}_'. u.l...._..-.-ﬂ = =H ..-.J. u..m
000% 00ST Buog-Aurd A m=d-8 DOE T JAHW DAY
ofurg onNg fimmmyg OnNg { w3 proH ohMIE 21A0
Barssaaiong DHILS HINNT e, HoNOT IAOW
1 01 & g i 9 =
06T 9 D0eT .
‘D020 v Hd OC6T @ 0081 eEE e
- : P . . Il STep, TE}S
III smopy g 0261 49 00T 0080 A¥YHH
0L1E ‘0080 HVHH III STER, TE}S SI0E
aqoerEy Il sTep, TS sapedg
000E 000E 0061
000& B qooyg gad Zuod-Bug spEg
ofurg oost faxely g 111
sarssariong i) ik ODNIE
¥ oS £ z HoHOT 1
5 M # T r - F +
s 1L, SnifJ pau SanJ U ung

aanuag Apununwe?) % poddng Jeqwo?)

STIVLIAYOI ¥I91-09% TIVD

)
=
=
N
L
e
=
=9
L
=
O
O
<
T
P
O
0
14



