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Commander’s Corner
by Brigadier General Alan Gayhart, Commander

FelowWarriors, had a similar experience,

I know that many of you  dedling with the challenges
have gone on leave, and  of life without their loved
many more are |ooking ones.
forward to the Due to
opportunity to your ex-
take leave and periences, you
seeyour loved may  have
ones Beaware expectations of
that each of what lifewill be
you has like when you
changed are at home.
during this i Conversely,
deployment, BG Gayhart your family, a‘t}ér

and may have a different
outlook onlife, thanyou did
before deployment. You
have experienced and been
chalenged by many things
without your families, during
thistime Yourfamily hesaso

deding with the challenges
a home without you, may
aso have different
expectations. Thisisapoint
of conflict that each of you
and your families need to

Continued on page3

CSM Briefing

by 116th BCT Command Sgt. Maj. LeRoy Lewis

It seems like
yesterday wewereat Fort
Bliss and we

beforeyou go home; you
really need to pay
attention to

are half way
through our
deployment. |
do ook
forward to
going home
and spending
sometimewith
the family. |

them. Our
families have
been through
alot just like
we have and
they need our
support, just
like we need
theirs. We

think the days

get a little longer the
closer you get to going
home. | know the
Chaplain and the safety
officer give you a brief

listen to the
Safety officer every night
at the BUB, and he has
more statisticson vehicle

Continued on page3

Congressiond delegations vist FOB Warrior

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116th
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR, Iraq —
Congressional delegations
padvistsMay 1and May 8
to the leaders and soldiers of
the Idaho-based 116th
Brigade Combat Team at
Forward Operating Base
Warrior, Iraqg,.

The May 1 delegation
included | daho Congressmen
U.S Sen. Lary Crag, U.S
Rep.CL.ButchOtterandU.S,
Rep. Mike Smpson, aswell
as Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, R. James “Jim”
Nicholson.

U.S. Representatives
Robin Hayes of North
Caroling, Tom Tancredo of
Colorado, Tom Pomeroy of
North Dakota, Jon Sdazar of
Colorado and Todd Akin of
Missouri, madeupthesecond
delegation May 8.

Thisisthefirs timethese
delegates have visited the
116th BCT soldierssincethe

unit arrived in

Iragq last
December.
Shortly
after the dele-
gationsarived
both  were
given an
operationsand
intellegence |g#
breifingandate || /7,
lunch at the |#
FOB Warrior
dining facility,
wherethey had
the oppor-
tunity totalk to
soldiers from

their respective Idaho Cngressmen us

dates. Soldiers
were dlowed
timetotdk and

|

'R FORCE

Craig (left), and Rep. C.L. Butch Otter (cen-
ter), are welcomed by Brig. Gen. Gayhart
(right) to FOB Warrior May 1.

Sen. Larfy

get photos
withthedigtinguishedvisitors
Somesoldierstook advantage
of the opportunity to discuss
issues with the guests.
Thefirgt delegation went
to vist Brigade HQ, where

Soldiers from TF 2-116 Armor were recently visited
Congressional delegation which included N. Car. Representa-
tive Robin Hayes (L), and Congressman Todd Akin from Mis-
souri (R). (Photo by Saff Sgt. Jack White)

g

by

! J
a

Sen. Craigpresented asoldier
with the Combat Medical
Badge. Thiswasfollowed by
viststoHQ, 2-116 Armoar, then
HQ, 145th Support Bn., then
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bat Team Public Affairs Office. Itisthe official com-
mand information publication of the 116th BCT. This
publication’sintent isto provide timely and rel evant
information to the soldiers, familiesand employers of
the 116th BCT.

Shakebites Staff

Capt. Monte Hibbert
PublicAffarsOfficer

Staff Sgt. Jack White
PUblicAffarsNCO

Spc. Cathy Alberto

PublicAffairs Specidist

Submission Palicy

The Snakebites staff welcomes submissions from its
readers. If you have an article and/or photo that you
feel would be appropriate for this publication please
e-mail it to monte.hibbert@us.army.mil or drop it by
the PAO officeat Bldg. 370, FOB Warrior.

Medialnterview Tips
* Alwaystell thetruth.
* Assume that everything you say will be used and
attributed to you. Avoid “ Off the record” conversa:
tions with reporters. If you don’'t want to see it in
print or on television, don’t say it.
* Stay inyour lane; talk only about things for which
you are responsible.
* Do not speculate.
* |t'sok to say: “I don't know.”
* Refer specific recruiting questionsto your recruiter.
* If you can’'t answer a reporter’s question, explain
why. For example, if theincident is under investiga-
tion, just let the reporter know.
* Alwaysremain calm and professional.
* Practice what you want to say in front of amirror or
afriend to become more comfortable.
* Beyourself. You have agreat story to tell and your
community wantsto hear it!
* Discuss what you know, provided OPSEC is not
violated.

*HxFxFX ATTENTION MEDIA OUTLETSH*****%*
The 116th BCT hasno rel ease authority for information about
casulties or deaths. This falls to our higher headquarters.
Please don't query us directly for this information. Thank
youl.

Kempthornejoinsrideto thewall kick-
off, as 116th BCT film debuts

by Mike Journee

(BOISE) - Idaho
Governor Dirk Kempthorne
joined thekick-off leg of the
2005 Rideto the Wall April
30, as part of a Treasure
Valley tour culminating with
the free debut of a film
honoring members of the
Idaho National Guard
servinginlrag.

The Ride To The Wall,
raises awareness of the
plight of needy and disabled
veterans, POWs and MIAs
and honorsall veteranswho
have served in the defense
of freedom. The ride is
sponsored by the Ride To
TheWal Foundation, which
was created by musician
and Idaho resident Paul
Revere as a non-profit
organization to help raise
money for various veterans
outreach programs.

“This is just one small
way tothank veteransfor dl
that they’ve done for our
great nation,” Kempthorne
said. “We'll honor the

soldiers and the families,
past and present, who've
made the sacrifices needed
when called to duty by their
country.”

Sarting at Victor’ sHogs
& Horns, at 3110 E
Cleveland Blvd.,in Cadwell
at 10:30 am., the caravan
stop at downtown Boise's
Egyptian Theater for the
noon debut of Operation
Thanksgiving, anhour-long
film tribute to the soldiers
and families of the 116th
Brigade Combat Team, now
taking partin Operation Ireqg
Freedom.

The ride ends at the
Vietnam Memorial in
Washington, D.C., where it
will join the annual Rolling
Thunder rally on Memorid
Day weekend to honor
Vietham veterans and
calling for a complete
accounting of dl American
POWSs and MIAs.

The free debut showing
of Operation Thanksgiving
will be presented by the Ride
to the Wall Foundation, the

Idaho National Guard and
Governor Kempthorne. The
film, commissioned by The
Ride to the Wall
Foundation, documents
Idaho’s version of a USO
tour for the troops of the
116th BCT over the
Thanksgiving holiday in
Alexandria, Louisiana.
Seating for the film
debut was limited, and
availableto the publicona
first-come, first-served
basis. The film was
attended by citizen
soldiers, citizen airmen and
family members of the
Idaho National Guard.
Employers of deployed

Guardsmen also
participated.

Inaddition, a“donation
accepted” pancake

breakfast benefiting the
foundation took place at
Victor’'s Hogs and Horns,
Edmark Plaza, 3110 E.
Cleveland Blvd, Caldwell.
From there, the procession
went to the Egyptian
Theater.

Free assessment for child care needs

by Kdli Reid, Family Assstance
Center Coordinator

For those families that
have child care issues and
would like to voice your
concerns, please read the
following.

Our citizen soldiers
have become the leading

In Volume 5, Edtion
19 of the Shakehites, in
the Saff Sgt. Davis
Memorial article there
was a misidentification
madeof anindividual, Lt.
Col. Walsh was er-
roneoudly identified as
Anthony Walsh. The Lt.
Colond’scorrect nameis
John Walsh.

force in the world today;
however, with two family
incomes and both parents
sharing the responsibility
of transporting and caring
for children, quality,
affordable, and accessible
childcareisamust.

In order to ensure that
families needsarebeing met,
a Child Care Needs
Assessment has been
developed. This brief
assessment will aid us in
understanding how we can
facilitatethisprocess. Please
forward thissurvey link to
your guard families and
request their immediate
participation. The survey
isappropriatefor al guard

families (deployed or not
deployed) with children

under age 15. The
following link leadsto the
survey. http://

www.Advanced
Survey.com/
default.agn?Surveyl D=212%4
http://www.advanced
survey.com/
Oefaultagp?urveyl D=21294>
For more information,
contact us or mailto:
NGChildANDYouth
Program @mpscrc .com;
Or contact Kelli Reid,
Family Assistance Center
Coordinator at;
(208)237-3700ext7187
(208)422-7187 DSN
(208)680-2233 Cdl
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Army Chapel Schedule

Sunday
0900 - Catholic Mass
1100 - General Protestant Worship
Service
1400 - Catholic Mass
1530- LDS
Monday
1830 - LDS Family Home Eve. CP18,
Pod 15
1900 - Praise Band Rehearsal
Tuesday
1930- Men'sFelowship
Wednesday
1900 - Bible Study
Thursday
1930- Bible Study
Friday
1200 - Muslim Prayer Service @ Base
Mosgue
Saturday
1930 - Gospel Service

Fresdom (Air Force) Chapd Schedule
Sunday

0630- Protestant M or ning Prayer

0800- Gospd Service

0900- L atter-Day-Saints(@theL RC)

1000- Contemporary Wor ship Svc.

1130- CathodlicMass

1830- Protegtant Evening Prayer

1900- General Protestant Wor ship Service

Saturday

1900- CathalicM ass

2030- Lutheran Service
2115-Rosary & Mass(DFAC)

Buckshot Jones

by Chaplain (Col.) John Worster

The New Testament uses an interesting
word. ItisAXIOS. ThewordisintheKoine,
or common Greek, and meansuseful, fitting,
or worthy. It comesintoplay whentheLord
says for example, "Hewho doesnat pick up
his cross and follow meis not
AXIOS (worthy) of the
Kingdom of Heaven." This
adjective carries with it the
implication that, given the
natura &bilities and gifts that
our loving God has given us,
some serious response is
required of us. Being AXIOS
meansthat we answer the call

Chaplain rster

had lots of energy, liked to jJump up on
laps, and was pretty loving. He proved
last year that hetruly wasAX10S- useful,
fitting and worthy.

After school last year a neighbor dog
attacked Catherine, one of
the little girls in buckshot's
family. Her screamsreached
Buckshot's ears, and out he
trotted into battle. When he
arrived at the scene, the bad
dog had already put some
puncture holesin Cethering's
arm, and shewasfighting for
her life. LittleBuckshot made

welve received, embrace thet vocation, and
go where it leads. Which brings me to
Buckshot Jones.

Buckshot was alittle dog that actualy
wasoutweighed by most cats|'ve known.
He was probably six or seven pounds,
which made him smaller than someof the
cutthroat I've caught and released in
Idaho's trout streams. He was dark
gunmetal gray with brown highlightsand
had an impossible underbite. He redlly
needed a puppy orthodontist. The face
problemthough, actually made him pretty
ferocious looking. Buckshot Jones
belonged to some good friends of mine,

aviolent enough attack that the bad dog
let Catherine go and turned on our little
hero.

| went to the hospital to see Catherine,
and her parents. Buckshot died during
the night of hiswounds despite the great
effortsof our local vet.

It really doesnot matter that Buckshot
was only answering the grest, interior,
instinctua call of the wolves that were
his ancestors. He really was AXIOS, to
the point of the greatest of personal
sacrifices. That'swhy wewho knew him
recognized that hewasnoble. Would that
all human beings could be equally so.

Heroes Banquet to be held

Don’t Forget!

| mportant Datesto Remember :

21 May - Armed Forces Day
30 May - Memorial Day

14 June - Flag Day
19June - Father’s Day
21 June- Firg day of Summer

4 July - Independence
Day

You don't want to forget your
loved ongsanniversariesor
birthdayd Sart planning nowl

by Kdli Reid, Family Assstance
Center Coordinator

You are cordially
invited to a Heroes
Banquet honoring the
deployed men and women
of the armed forces and
their families, May 18, 2005
at theRed Lion Hotel 1555
Pocatello Creek Road,
Pocatell, Idaho. 5:30 pm -
Socia Hour, with a silent
auction. 6:30pm - Dinner.
7:30 pm- Program.

There is no cost to the

families of military
personnel.
Please RSVP by

contacting Kelli Reid at
kelli.reid@id.ngb.army.mil
or by calling 237-3700. For
questions or directions,
please contact Kelli at this
number. Therearealimited
amount of ticketsavailable,
so they will be given on a
first come, first served
basis.

Commander’s Corner...

Continued from page 1
recognize and be sensitive
with during thishomecoming.
| encourage eech of you
to utilize the great team of
professonasthat will present
counseling and briefings
before your trip back home,
TheCheplain, JAGand Sfety
Officer will provideyou with
vauableinformation that can
asss you in ensuring your

timewithyour family & home
will beassfe loving, enjoyable
andrdaxing experience
Enjoy your leave and
come back relaxed, refreshed
and ready to finish our
important missonhereinirag.
"Warriors Frgt"

C3M Bridfing...

Continued from page 1

accidents that take our
soldier's lives. A lot of these
accidentsinvolvedcohal, and

not wearing seet bdts Some
of these accidents are caused
by excessvespeed. Jugtlisen
tothe Chaplainand the safety
officer for you and your
family'ssake Let usdl say a
little prayer for the family of
Timothy C. Kiser. May God
take him and hold him
forever aswe are proud for
having the opportunity to
serve with him. He touched
the hearts of so many and
will bemissed by all.
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What areyour plansfor whenyou go on leave?

Sgt. Jason Tibbets
G Troop, 82nd Cavalry

“I just got back
from leave.
My wife had a
new baby

boy.

HHC, TF 1-163rd Infantry

“| dready
went. | went
jet-skiing and

got a sun-

burn.”

Sot. Ron Cartwright
HHC, TF 1-163rd Infantry

“I’'mgoingto
go hometo
seed my

crops.”

Soc. Cory McCauley
G Troop, 82nd Cavalry

“I’ve got a beauti-
ful girl waiting
back home. | can
guaranteel’ll be
spending 90% of
my timewith her.”

Capt. Chris Kess nger
HHC, 116 BCT

“Hope-
fully I'm
getting

engaged.”

Accident avoidance and motor vehicle safety

by Maj. Bill Miller, 116th
BCT Safety Officer

For some time now the
Brigade Chaplain, our
Staff Judge Advocate
and | have been briefing
soldiers as they prepare
to take leave. My
portion of the briefing
focuses on accident
avoidance and motor
vehicle safety. The
reason | focus on
vehicle safety is 66% of
our accidental deaths
are due to vehicle
accidents. Unless
stated, the statistics |
use come from the
United States Army
Combat Readiness
Center. So, as we take
our leave what can we

do about accidents?
Here is some food for
thought when driving.
The type of vehicleis
a factor. If available,
consider driving a mid-
or full-size vehicle for
your trips. Survey says
mid and full size vehicles
offer the best
protection. You can

check the  crash
protection ratings
available for vyour

vehicle from NHTSA
http://nhtsa.dot.gov
and other sources.

Not wearing seatbelts
is a bad choice; not
wearing your seatbelt
increases chances of not
surviving a crash.
Please consider that

your life and your
passenger’'s will be the
onesthat will suffer. Tell
yourself, “I will wear my
seatbelt at all times on
and off duty.” Click it
or Ticket "it's the law."
Also require all
passengers to wear their
seatbelt as well. If
children are riding with
you require them to use
achild seat.

Start trips rested. Get
some sleep! Drowsy
driving causes at least
100,000 crashes in the
United States each year,
according to NHTSA
reports. Fatigue impairs
reaction time, judgment,
and vision; decreases
performance, vigilance,

and motivation;
increases aggres-
siveness; and causes
problems with inform-
ation processing and
short-term memory, all of
which can set the stage
for an accident. In fact,
fatigued driving has
even been compared to
drunk driving in many
different studies. Get a
good night’s sleep prior
to departing on trips (6-
8 hours recommended).
When traveling on
predominantly Multi
L ane Roads remember:
Don't tailgate or drive
aggressively. Always
use turn signals when
changing lanes and use
mirrors. Increase the

distance between your
vehicle and the vehicle
ahead to maintain traffic
flow and use the 3-
second rule. Avoid
speeding and do not
take unnecessary
chances while driving.
Take rest stops. On
long trips, schedule at
least a 15-minute break
outside the vehicle
every 2 hours. If you
don't stop, be alert for
the signs of sleepiness:
trouble keeping your
eyes open, difficulty
paying attention, or
yawning frequently. If
you notice any of these
danger signs, stop
periodically for a rest

Continued on page5
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Iragi linguigsrecalve Titan Heart awardsfor injuriesinlineof duty

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR, Irag—
Two Iragi linguists
assigned to the 116th
Brigade Combat Team
here, were awarded the
Titan Heart April 20 for
wounds received while
serving coalition forces
asinterpretersin Iraqg.
Khalil Asmail
Mahmood and Goran
Husain Habib received
the award from Lt. Col.
Robert Lytle, 116th BCT
executive officer, at the
Army chapel on Forward
Operating Base Warrior.
The Titan Heart is given

for wounds received by
employees of Titan Cor-
poration, the primary
contractor for linguists
to the military in Iraq.
The award is analogous
to the Purple Heart
awarded to military mem-
bers wounded by hostile
fire.

“The reason we're
here is to recognize two
fine men who have sac-
rificed for Irag,” said Mr.
Sam Tillett, aTitan Cor-
poration regional man-
ager for East Iraq who
introduced the awardees
and gave a short history
of their service.

Two Iragi interpreterswere awarded the Titan Heart at
a ceremony April 20, at Forward Operating Base Warrior
for wounds received in action. Pictured from left to right
areNajat Qadir Mohamed (Mahmood'swife), Khalil Asmail
Mahmood, Goram Husain Habib, Hamdia As'aad
(Goram's mother) and Husain Habib (Goram'’s father).
(Photo by Capt. Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs)

According to Tillett,
both awardees held re-
spectable positions in
their communities prior
to coming towork aslin-
guists in support of Op-
eration Iragi Freedom.
Mahmood was a super-
visor at the Bayji power
plant and Habib held a
position as an electrical
technician.

Mahmood was on pa-
trol with soldiers of the
2nd BCT’s 1-27 Infantry
last year when their ve-
hicle was hit with an ex-
plosive device. Injures
sustained in the blast
resulted in the loss of
one of his eyes and
other injuries. After
treatment and recupera-
tion, he returned to work
as soon as he was able.
He now works for the
116th BCT’s Task Force
1-163 Infantry, who re-
placed the 1-27 Infantry
in February.

“He never stopped
work,” said Tillett. “His
desire was to forget
about hisinjury and get
back to work.”

Tillett said Habib,
while also working with
the 1-27 Infantry last
year, was the “target of
an assassination at-

Lt. Col. Robert Lytle, 116th BCT executive officer, pre-

i

sents the Titan Heart award to Goran Husain Habib at a
ceremony April 20 at Forward Operating Base Warrior for
woundsreceived in action. (Photo by Capt. Monte Hibbert,

116th BCT Public Affairs)

tempt” when insurgents
entered his home at
night and shot five AK-
47 rounds into his back.
The severity of his
wounds prevented him

from coming back to
work, but heisstill recu-
perating and is assigned
to the 116th BCT.

Continued on page 10

< ‘ ﬁ
Lt. Col. Robert Lytle, 116th Brigade Combat Team ex-
ecutive officer, presents the Titan Heart award to Khalil
Asmail Mahmood at a ceremony April 20 at FOB Warrior
for wounds received in action. (Photo by Capt. Monte
Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs)

ToOneandAll at FOB
McHenry; You're ALL
heroes in our hearts &
minds!!! Hi Staff Sgt. T;
You're in our thoughts &
prayers. Miss you
bunches, love you tons,
Dad & Mom.

This is for Staff Sgt.
McCallum, at FOB
McHenry, C Co., 116;
You're our Favorite
Homegrown Herol !!

Hi Matt/Daddy, We
loveyou & areprayingfor

Messages from home

you & the guys each day!
Stay safe & see you soon.
Love you, Glory and your
boys, Logan & Luke.
Daddy Kasper (Spc
Carlson), We are so proud
of you and miss you very
much. We send you kisses
and hugsevery night. Hurry
home! Love, your Baby
girls,LanaBug & Em Bear.
Hello Son, We are so
Proud of YOU SON. Pray dl
iswell withyou. Pray for the
safety of all that are over

thereasoand their Families.
How are you? Please stay
safe. All is well here......
Love you Isaac...... Mom
and Dad.

Thisistoall theA& O
soldiersin 3rd platoon with
Charlie Company, 116th
Engineer Battalion and to
my  Husband, Sgt.
Nicholas Metzger, Welove
you very much. We are
proud of ALL of you and
the job you are doing so
far away from home. Be
safe, stay strong and focus

Accident...
Continued from page4
and, if needed, aquick ngp—
even 20 minuteswill help.
Allow plenty of time. Take
a break every two hours.

onthejob at hand. Please
know how much we all
love & miss you. The
days are counting down
and we can not wait for
your safe return home to
us. Nick, wethink of you

Remember to stop and take
and pray for you ever
oy e ove vou! Gog | additional breaks when
Bless! Love, needed..
Carla& Faith. Thetime of day wetravel
is another factor to

Spc. Broesch, We are
very proud of you. We
missyou to the moon and
back. Love from your
girls!

consider. Many reported
sleep-related accidents
and incidents were

Continued on page 17
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The116th BCT Commandér, Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart
R), met recently on a visit by the General to FOB Warrior.

116 BCT visited by Lt. Gen Petraeus

- Tyl

B

and Lt. Gen. Petraeus (3rd from

Free summer campsfor children of deployed SV

ALEXANDRIA, Va -
The National Military
Family Association
(NMFA) and Sears,
Roebuck and Co. today
announced the stes for the
2005 Operation Purple
Summer Camps Thecamps
provideunigqueexperiences
tomorethan 2,000 children
whoseparentsaredeployed
withtheU.S Armed Forces.

The22 OperationPurple
Camps provide children
from U.S. military families
with fun and memorable
opportunities to learn new
skills for coping with
deployment-related stress.
The camps are funded
throughthe SeersAmerican
Dream Campaign, a $100
million commitment to
srengthen families, homes
and communities,

Operation Purpleisthe
only summer camp program
that focuseson helping kids
deal with deployment-
related issues and is open
tochildrenof personnd from
all branches of the U.S.
Armed Forces("purple’ isa
military term representing
inclusion of al branches).
Applicationsfor the camps
will be available on the
NMFA web ste at http://

www.nmfa.org/.  Sears,
Roebuck's funding enables
children to atend the camps
a no charge.

NMFA developed
Operation Purple camps last
year in response to the need
forincreasad support services
benefiting childrenof menand
women sarving inthe Armed
Forces, especially those
whose parents are or will be
deployed. With funding from
Sears, Roebuck in 2004,
NMFA conducted 12 camps
reaching nearly 1,000 young
people.

Thisyear, the program has
expanded to hogt more than
2,000kids. NMFA egtimates
thet morethan 135,000 children
are experiencing the absence
of a parent due to a
deployment to Irag or
Afghanistan. This statistic
doesnoatincludechildrenwho
have parents deployed
dsawherearound theworld.

"Operation Purple Summer
Campsfulfill acriticd needin
themilitary community,” says
Candace Wheeler, Chief
Executive Officer of NMFA.
"Wehavebeen overwhd med
by the messages of support
and gratitude weve received
from children, parents, the
Department of Defense, the

National Guard Bureau and
Membersof Congress Weare
thrilled to be able to expand
the program this year. Sears
prides itself on serving the
needs of homes and families,
and our affiliation with the
NMFA provides advocacy
programs for the families of
men and women actively
serving in our armed forces,"
said Alan J. Lacy, vice
chairman and CEO of Sears
Holdings Corporation. "Our
support of thesummer camps
enables a fabulous
developmentd experiencefor
thousands of children and
enriches the lives of their
families"

One in four American
childrenwill grow uptoserve
in the military or marry a
servicemember, according to
the Defense Manpower Data
Center, making aninvesment
in today's military kids is
important for positively
affecting tomorrow's military
community.

Operation Purple Camp
Detalls- Thecamps whichlast
from five to seven days, give
kidsageseightto 18anexditing
and memorable camp
experience, providingtoolsto
help them dedl with thestress
resulting from a parent's

deployment. Eachcampisjoint
and "purple" -encompassing
al servicebranches, induding
the National Guard and
Reserve -and offered free of
chargetod| participants.
Interested children from
military families are
encouraged to apply for the
camp located nearest their
home. Morethan 30 weeks
of Operation Purple camps
are offered in 18 states
(Alaska, California,
Colorado, Florida, Hawaii,
Idaho, lllinois, lowa,
Louisiana, Montana, New
Hampshire, New York,
North Carolina, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,
Texas and Utah), three
international locations
(Germany, Italy and Japan)
and one unincorporated
U.S. territory (Guam). Alist
of camp dates, sites and
other information is now
available on NMFA's web
site. Applications will be
availableonApril 15.
About NMFA - The
National Military Family
Association, a nonprofit
organization, is the only
national organization
whose sole focus is the
military family and whose
goal is to influence the
development and
implementation of policies

that will improvethelives
of those family members.
The association's mission
is to serve the families of
the seven uniformed
services through
education, information and
advocacy. For more than
35 years its staff and
volunteers, comprised
mostly of military family
members, have built a
reputation for being the
leading expertson military
family issues.

About Sears, Roebuck
and Co. - Sears, Roebuck
has a long tradition of
support for the men and
women of thearmed forces
and their families dating
back to 1916.

Today, for qualified
Sears, Roebuck employees
activated for duty through
the National Guard or
Reserves, the company
pays the difference
between the soldiers'
Sears, Roebuck salary and
military pay and offers
extended employment
benefits for up to 60
months. Since 2003,
Sears, Roebuck has
provided NMFA with
more than $2 million to
address the unique
challenges faced by
military families.

| daho to hold home-coming
party for National Guard

The state of Idaho is
planning a party for the
Idaho Army National Guard
when they return later this
year.

The celebration of
thanks includes former
governors Phil Batt and
Cecil Andrus, Boise State
President Bob Kustra and
the CEOs of Boise's

biggest and richest
companies, including
Micron  Technology,

Albertsons, Washington

Group International and
both St. Luke's and St.
Alphonsus  regional
medical centers.
Anyonewanting to help
with Boise’s welcome
home celebration for the
Idaho Army National
Guard troops, please call
the Boise Mayor’'s
Hotline at (208)-384-4404
and leave your name,
phone number and an
explanation of what
you'd like to do to help.
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145th Support Battalion

SUmmertime 1s near

by Command Sgt. Maj.Charles Whittier , 145th SPT Bn.

Yes sir,

not ask and he

saummerisrgpidy
closing in on us
with  temper-
atures already
hitting the high
90's Soldiersdo
not aways like
the heat, and

C

Whittier

may also
remove his
helmet while
dimbingaround
and over
vehicles in the
line of duty. But
once he traipses
about theareato

tend to remove
dothingwhileworkingtostay
cooler. | anheretotdl youwe
must maintain uniform
discipline at dl times. When
working outside we must
wear our blousesand hdmets
atdltimes It'stherulesweadl
must follow. The Division
follows these rules, the
Brigade follows these rules,
andwemust enforcetherules

Now a mechanic may
wear his coverals, though
what is underneath is a
guestion a gentleman does

shoot the bull and smoke, he
is under the same rules as
everyone else. Supervisors
have some latitude in the
uniformunder cover andinthe
back of semi trucks, but once
again whenthat soldier isout
and about, full uniformisthe
word of the day. It is hard to
mow and trim the grass at
midday in a hemet, sweat
running down into your eyes,
shirt wetter thanawet hen, but

Continued on page 19

145th SB NCO of the month

The 145th Support
Battalion is pleased to
announce it's choice for
NCO of the Month for
March 2005. Sgt. Jennie
Garcia of the 126th
Forward Surgical Team
was sdected by a board
condgting of thebattalion
g&ff of the 145th Spt. Bn.
and the 126th Forward
Surgica Team. Sgt. Gardia
was born and raised in
Los Angeles, CA, and
graduated from Arroyo
High School in1998. She
began Basic Training at

Fort Leonard Wood,

Sgt. Jennie Garcia

y

Sgt. Jennie Garcia, Solélier of
the month, March 2005

=y

laterwontheSoldier of the
Year for the 18 Medicd
Brigade at Fort Hood.
Other accomplishments
include winning the title
of the fastest woman a
Fort Hood in a 2004
competition, has won
threeSk andone10k race
dnce deployment, and is
now known asthefastest
woman on FOB Warrior.
Sgt. Garcia plans on
completingher bachdor's
degree in Biology,
attending Physician’s
Assistant School, and

obtaining a Master in

Missouri and completed
Advanced Individual
Training at Fort Sam
Hougton, Texasasan Honor

Graduate in the 91D

Operating Room Speciaist
Course. Sgt. Garcia was
assgned to the O.R. section
of B Company, 21s Combeat
Support Hospitd where she

Psychology.

Other candidates for the
NCO of themonthincluded
Sgt. Helgeson of C Co.,
145th Support Battaion.

Irag is a country about
twicetheszeof Idshowitha
populationof over 26 million.
Located in the heart of the
Middle East, it borders
Turkey, Iran, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabig, Jordan and Syria
Over 40%desart, theterrain
of Iraq includes large flat
expanses deeply cut by
riversandwadis. Mountains
risetoover 12,000fectinthe
north.

In terms of weather and
dimate, thecountryismogly
dry and hot, although
mountains in the north
providecooler temperatures
andmorerainfdl. Becauseof
the climate and terrain,
natural hazards such as
drought, flooding, sand
storms, dust storms and
earthquakes are possible.
The main sources of weter
aretheTigrisand Euphrates
Rivers water bodiesthat are
vitd tolraqyetrisein Turkey.

Irag, a quick review

by Lt. Col. Terry Harrell, 145th SPT Bn. Commander

Weter is a continuing source
of conflict in the region.
Vegdationinlragisextremdy
parse with the exceptionsin
the northern mountains and
marghy areasin the south.
Higtorically, this area is
conddered by many scholars
to be the cradle of humanity.
Ancient Mesopotamian
civilizations, such as the
Sumerians and Babylonians,
contributed cultural eements
that are still important
thousandsof yearslater. Over
time, the areawas conquered
timeandtimeagain, producing
diverse cultural patterns.
Many religionsare practiced,
but I9am accountsfor 97%of
all Iragis. The country
includes many of the holiest
dhrinesof Shiiteldam. Iragis
speak 23 languages with
various forms of Arabic

" LTC Harrell

dominating. Kurdishdidects
are gpoken by about 20% of
the population, representing
thedifferencesbetweenmuch
of Iragand“Kurdigan” inthe
north. Kurds have long been
used as political pawns in
grugglesamonglrag, Iranand
Turkey. Although Kurds and
southern Shiite groups, in
spite of the repression
suffered from previous
authoritarian ~ regimes,
continueto be active politica

players.

just under 3%

Iraq relies on ail for its
economic well-being and
controls what some estimate

to be the second largest ol

reserve in the world. Beyond
oil and natural gas, Irag's

economy iswesk

means the country could
double in size in 25 years.
Today, roughly 40% of the
populaion is under age 15.
Demographic statistics
indicate that Irag's
populaionisworseoff than
their neighbors in terms of

Continued on page19

and even the
once fertile
agriculturd aress
have been hurt
by water
diversion
schemes,

salinization and

rural to urban | dangered. Know
M espite | the ground, know
economic| the weather and
problems, Irag’s . .
population [ your victory will

ti t ”

qowaarmeol | then be total.” -

grow at arate of

per year, which

“Know the en-
emy, know yourself
and your victory
will never be en-

Sun Tsu
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145th Support Battalion

The 145th Support
Battalion is pleased to
announce its choice for
Soldier of the Month for
March 2005. Spc. Jeremy
Poland of B Company,
145th Spt. Bn. was e ected
by a board consisting of
the 145th battalion staff
and the 126th Forward
Surgica Team.

145th SB Soldier of the month

Spc. Poland was born
into the military, as his
father was on Active Duty
withtheAir Force. Most of
his life has seen him
moving from oneAir Force
Base to next, and finally
ending up at Mountain
Home AFB where he
graduated from High
School. Spc. Poland joined

Soc. Jeremy Poland

the Idaho Army National
Guard in 200lasa63W.

He attended Basic
Training at Fort Knox, KY,
and AIT at Aberdeen
Proving Grounds, MD.
He has completed the
Primary Leadership Deve-
lopment Course and is
Combat Lifesaver
qualified.

Spc. Poland’s super-
visors describe him as
dependable and a pleasure
to haveinthe company. He
has improved shop
operations with his work
ethics, pride in work, and
giving of himself to others.

Spc. Poland is married
to Kendall Poland with
daughter Tyrain Mountain

Home, Idaho.

Other candidates for
the Soldier of the Month
included Spc. Mcalpinof C
Co., 145 Support Battalion,
Spc. Michael Hagan of A
Co., 145th Support
Battalion, and Pvt. 1st
Class David Lane of the
126th Forward Surgical
Team.

TF 1-148 Fidld Artillery

Team Raider

by Lt. Alexander Carey, Raider
Commander

Every week the
seventeen soldiers who
form Team Raider travel the
roads of northern Irag to
deliver food, fuel, mail,
maintenance parts,
personnel, and a variety of
other supplies to their
comradesinarmslocatedin
outlying FOBs. The Teamis
composed of soldiers who
previously came from a
variety of sections but are
now working together as
one team to accomplish a
common mission. They are
usually accompanied by a
few other soldiers in the
battalion who volunteer to

help with the CLP when
needed. The Raider soldiers
have come to know the
routes they travel in Irag,
just as well as ones they
used back at home. They
organize, load, and provide
security for the weekly
combat logistics patrols, or
CL Psasthey arecommonly
known, so that the units at
our other FOBs have the
basic resources to conduct
other combat operations.
Our travels begin at the
FOB and through the city of
Kirkuk. For a few tense
minutes we are immersed in
treffic, crazy drivers, busy
markets, and rough roads.
Once outsde of the city the

LY

©Th

e m-ember.s- of Team Raider pause for a picture with
local Iraqi children somewhere in downtown Kirkuk.

scenery changes, and while
il dert,itisdsogpparent thet
wedrivethrough someof the
nicer regions of Irag. As our
convoys take us through
what use to be the
autonomous region of
Kurdistan, we notice the
people are happy to see us.
Thebusy city isreplacedwith
vast farmland or tal
mountains. Weusudly receive
smiles, waves, and friendly
horn honking from other
drivers on the road. A
constant, while driving
through towns, are little kids
rushingtotheroad with happy
faces and thumbs up sgns.
We have seen some
interesting events while
driving throughtheseareesto
includeabikerace, weddings,
a New Years celebration,
peoplecdebratingthedection
results, and plenty of donkeys
and cows venturing into the
highway. We have seen the
postive sign of the growing
roleof thelragi Security Forces
intheKirkuk region. Moreand
more we see the tan pick up
trucksof thelragi Army, with
AK bearing soldiersridingin
the back petrolling the roads.
Occagondly, our convoyswill
be joined by an Iragi police
ecort, andevenonce, aCHiPs

like motorcycle cop led the
way for afew mileswhilewe
were traveling out east.
Although, we were
comfortable with our up-
amoredHMMWY andits.50
cdiber machine gun leeding
the way, the gesture was
symbolic of the ISF and
coalition forces working
together.

As to date Team Raider
hasrun morethan 40 convoys
without serious incident and
consigtently delivered much
needed items to our outlying
FOBsandthebettdion retrans
ste. The continued success
of these convoyscomesfrom
the hard work of the Raider

NCOS and soldiers. Each
week they devote hours to
convoy preparation with
vehicle mai ntenance,
wesgpons maintenance, and
loading of supplies. Although
the previous batdion trained
Raider onitsCLPmissonand
provided a good foundation
to work from, the Raider
soldiers sought to make
improvements on their own
and not Smply maintain the
status quo.

As the days go by the
chalenge for Team Raider
becomes fighting
complacency eswegetintoa

Continued on page 19
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TF 1-148 FA conductsM edlcal and Dental ASSI stanceVisit

by Capt. Heidi Munro, C Co,,
145th Support Bn. Physician’s
Assgant

FOB WARRIOR, Irag —
Coalition forces came
together with loca Iragis
April 11-12 to provide
heslthcaretotwovillagesin
the Dibis, Iraq area by
conducting a Medical and
Dental Assistance Visit
(MDAV).

The MDAV was a
humanitarian  mission
organized by Capt. Travis
Weiszhaar, physician’s
assgant (PA) for Task Force
1-148FddArtillery. We szheer
began planning this event
severd months ago, by first
identifying an areaof need.

“We did a number of
patrols to different villages,
talked with the Muktars and
locd leaders and enlisted the
help of local healthcare
professionals,” said
Weiszhaar. “Two sites in
particular werefound lacking
in accessto basic hedth care,
and identified as idea
locations.”

The two day MDAV was
hddApril 11intheArabvillage
of AbuKarja, andApril 12in
the Kurdish village of
Shahdl.

“The event was quite
successful,” said Weishaar.
“Over 350 medical and
dental patients were seen.”

Treatment was provided
for acute illnesses and
injuries, arrangements
were made for the
chronicdly ill, and referrals
were made for specialty
consults and surgery.
Childhood immunizations
were administered, and
blood was screened for
malaria. In addition, dental
hygiene instruction was
provided to about 80
children.

Professionals sup-
porting the visit from the
116th BCT Medical Team
alsoincluded Capt. Heidi
Munro, PA, and Capt.
Jeffrey Kesling, dentist,
both from C Co., 145th
Support Battalion. lraqi
professionals included
two physicians and two
dentists from the Dibis
area. Additionally, there
were medics and dental
technicians, nurses, lab
technicians, and
administrative staff from
the 116th and the local
community.

Capt. Travis Weiszhaar, a physician’s assistant with the
116th BCT's TF1-148 FA, plays with an infant while proud
parents watch during a medical and dental assistance visit
to Abu Karja and Shahal, Iraq. (116th BCT Photo)

Capt. Jeﬁrey Kesl i ng, a ]_’LGth Brlgade Combat Team
dentist, teaches a group of children proper dental hygiene
procedure during a medical and dental assistance visit to
Abu Karja and Shahal, Irag. (116th BCT Photo)

“The majority of
medications were provided
as donations by clinics and
hospitals in the Pocatello
and Rexburg area, aswell as
the Dibis clinic,” said
Weishaar. “ Therewere also
many gift donations from
anysoldier.com, and the
‘Beanie Baby Brigade.””

According to the
providers, the MDAV
proved to be more than just
medical care. It provided a
demonstration of diversity
and cooperation in many
aress.

“The Badger and Outlaw
teams of the 148th FA
provided security in
conjunction with nearly 80
Iragi Army and Iragi Police”
said Weishaar. “Together
they reconned the area,
provided quick reaction
force(QRF) for medicd g4,
transported patients to the
site, and provided crowd
control and inner security.”

Combined forces did dll
the set up for the event, as
well as a*hands across the
desert” clean up afterwards.
Over thecourseof two days,
the American soldiers
worked closely with the
Iragi military aswell asboth

Arab and Kurdish men,
women and children.

Capt. Erick Wiedmeir,
Forward OperatingBaseDibis
commander, waspleasadwith
the outcome.

“Overdl, it was a success
for combined operations
between our medicd teeamand
theirs and our security forces
and thers” hesad. “It wes
also good to see the
interaction betweentheKurds
andtheArabs. | would liketo
see usdo thismore often”.

According to MDAV
participants, locd leadersand
amediacrew wereon Steas
well. Capt. Weiszhaar was
interviewed by a Kurdish

news gation. When asked,
“Why do you do this?’ he
replied, “ There are aress thet
areinneadof hedthcare This
is an opportunity for local
providers and coalition
forces to come together to
provide basic health care,
identify chronic problems,
and provide education. Itis
our hope that every lraqi
individual, especialy the
children, have the
opportunity to receive
quality healthcare as this
country continues to
recognize and respect the
many needs of its great
citizens”

This event was the fifth
major assistancevisitfor the
116thBCT. Similar smaller
events have been ongoing,
particularly in area of
operations (AO) West with
the 1-163rd infantry
battalion.

Providing medica support
to the Iragi peopleis part of
the 116th BCT’s mission in
Iraq which aso includes
establishing security,
assisting Irag's new
government, supporting
economic development and
fadilitating communications

{i);,-_ d

Irag. (116th BCT Photo)

Capt Tr avis Weiszhaar, a phys cian's assistant with the
116th BCT's TF 1-148th FA, isinterviewed by and Iraqi TV
station during amedical and dental assistancevisit to Shahal,

‘\ o |
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TF 2-116th Armor

CSM Henry Chin, of TF 2-116 Armor (Center), poses
with CSM Hellinger of the Multi-National Task Force-

Iraq(MNF-I) (Left), and 42d ID CSM Fearnside (Right),
during a recent visit to FOB Warrior.

2-116 Armor Youth Group’'s

summer camp
by Tanya Chin,TF 2-16th
Armor FSG Coordinator

As many of you may
know, the youth group is
booming. Wetook 74 kids
totheAnnual Snow Bashin
February and a great time
was had by al. Along with
the rapid growth of the
programs comes a need for
additional youth leadersand
volunteersinal aress, aswell
as a need for larger youth
participation levels on the
planning committees. Out of
the 74 kidsthat attended the
Snow Bash, fewer than 10
wereactually involvedinthe
planning committee efforts
to ensure that all were able
to attend. We desperately
need kids to help plan
Summer Camp. If youdonot
live in the Western area or
are unable to attend, please
let usknow if youwouldlike
tobeincludedviae-mail. We
want to include all who
wouldliketo participate.

E-mail me @
tanya.chin@id.ngb.army.mil

The Youth Summer
Camp is in the planning
stages. Some areas are
working very hard to ensure

that they are participatingin
the fundraisers being
provided by the State.
Pleaseremember that if you
wouldliketo attend campfor
FREE, you need to talk to
your area leader about
earning your way through
the fundraisers provided. If
your area is not
participating, please contact
me directly so | may assist
you in getting the
fundraising products!

The cost for camp this
year will bearound $115.00
if youwould rather pay. All
who participate in the
fundraisers will be first to
attend for free. If there is
any money left it will be
first come first serve after
those who have been
actively helping with the
fundraisers and planning
committees. Please
remember that the
registration period ends
June 1, 2005—no
exceptions. | am expecting
arecord turn out, so hurry;
there will be many new
things during camp with
the same great friends we
have enjoyed for many
years.

R& Rleave mission

by Command Sgt. Maj.Henry Chin

Rattlers, you have
worked hard, and continue
to prove that the Guard
Soldier isan essentid force
in the fight. I’'m proud to
have the opportunity to
serve with you at such an
higorictime.

Sncelagyearinduly 2004
our families, friends, and
employers have seen the
role of the guard change
dramétically. We re not on
tanksand not traininginthe
OTA, we are here in Irag
fulfilling urban operations.

You have done
everything asked of you
and served with honor,
distinction and selfless
commitment which has
made you an enormous
asst to the United States

and itsArmy. Again, thank

= —:‘

Q)

Sgt. Maj. Chin
you for your cdl to duty, day
inand day out.

I count on NCOs to
continue to discipline and
focus on the missions aheed.
We are gpproaching the half
way point,andwecan’'talow
our NCOsor their soldiersto
let their guard down now.

| depend on leaders to
work harder, enforce all
standards, and thoroughly
ingoect soldierstoensurethey
meset the Army standard. In
addition, thousandsof people

\]

\

see our soldiers each day;
let'smakethefirgimpresson
oneof afighter.

Asyouwak doneinthe
PX or DFAC aressand see
someone that doesn't meet
the army standards, stop
themand hdpthemout. It's
our respongibility assNCOs.

It is the same for sfety
issues too. We mugt do the
PCIs& PCCs. We mugt do
risk assessmentsevery time
we get ready to go out that
gate. If we don’t take this
seriously we are
endangering our soldiers.
We will work together and
continue to meet the
challenges together.

| have confidence in our
NCOsto do theright thing,
lead by example. SINE
MORA.

2-116 givesfood to orphanage

Recently, TF 2-116 AR
vigted a locd orphanage to
ddliver food purchased with
donations. The money was
raised during abattdion fund-
raising barbecue.

The food dlotted by the
Government totheorphanage
is not enough to last the
month, so money was
collected by TF 2-116
donations and a barbeque,

which was used to purchase
the food. Six bottles of
concentrated orange drink,
one bottle of pineapplejuice,
five large chickens, two cans
of chicken, four cansof tuna,
four cans corned beef hash,
threecansof dlives, two cans
of mushrooms, two cans of
peas and nine large bags of
assorted cookies were
purchased, dl for $60.

Food bought with donationsraised by a TF 2-116 AR
barbecue, was delivered to alocal orphanage.

Titan Heart
awards...

Continued from page5

“1 remember his de-
termination to fight
through these injuries
andlive,” said Tillett.

During the award
presentation, the award
citation was read aloud
astheawardswerehung
around the neck of each
honoree by the 116th
BCT Executive Officer
Lt. Col. Lytle. Thecita-
tion reads that the
awardsarefor “wounds
receivedin actioninthe
Republic of Irag.”

“Wehave over 4,000
Iragi linguiststhat work
daily,” said Tillett. “It
takes a lot of courage
and bravery to do what
they do.”
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TF 2-116th Armor

2-116 soldiers rece| ve CSM COI ns

Sx Soldierswerepresented
the Command Sergeant
Magor'scoinrecently, by Cmd.
Sgt. Mg. Chin.

Spe. Bingham, Alphateam
4th squad scout platoon,
goes above and beyond to
ensurehisvehideisin perfect
order beforeevery misson, his
Track Commeander (TC) never
hes to tell him to clean the
window;, itscleanbeforeeach
missonandduringamisson.

Spc. Salcedo
demonstrated his technical
proficiency as the platoon
medic by assisting soldiers
assigned CTT firstaid tasks,

-~ :
Soc. Salcedo was recently pr@ented a CSI\/I coin by Cmd.
Sgt. Maj. Chin for exemplary performance as platoon medic.

Sgt. Brower not present)

These Soldiers from HHC, TF 2-116 Armor were re-
cently recognized for their effortsin combat, combat support
and combat service support. (Left to Right), Spc. Barajas,
Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin, Spe. Archer and Spe. Johnston.(Saff

thus ensuring that the
standards were met and the
training was performance
oriented and driven. Hewas

selected as atrainer for the
Battalion Combat Lifesaver
course conducted on April
15-16. Spc. Salcedo has

taken apersonal interestin
the health of each soldier
in the platoon and
continually ensures that

every soldier has prompt,
effective and efficient
medical treatment when
needed.

order before every mission

CSM éom Spc Bi ngham Alpha team 4th
sguad Scout Platoon. Spe. Binghamgoesabove
and beyond to ensure his vehicleisin perfect

Spc. Bearden exemplifiesthe meaning of
‘Team Player’. He continuously looksout
for the wellbeing of his peers, always
offering advice or pointing out strengths
to maintain. Spc. Bearden volunteers to
participatein all missionsand details.

He is an excellent role model for his
squad and platoon. Spc. Bearden is the
epitome of the ‘can do’ attitude. He
exemplifies the Warrior Ethos and is a
credit to his unit and the 116th Cavalry
Brigade.

Spc. Bearden residesin Idaho with his
wifeand their two children.

An assessment by TF 2-

An Italian company recently donated 10 mcubatorsto
the Hospital, but it isstill in need of significant equipment to
provide the specialized services children often require.

116Armor, of QudosPediaric
Hospital was completed on
February 23. The hogpitd is
currently dated for a project
that will provide a new
structure  that  will
accommodeate 100 additional
beds, doubling it’s current
capacity. The hogpitd is the
only pediatric hospitd in the
governorate of Kirkuk. The
116thBCT and TF2-116 AR
areconcernedwiththewdfare
of thechildrenof Irag, andwill
continue to work with the

TF2-116 Armor Sol d| er of theMonth

Cmd. .Maj. Chicongratulatesaac. u seletiioﬁ
as TF 2-116 Armor Soldier of the Month for April, 2005. He pre-
sented Soc. Bearden witha CSMI Coinfor hisperformance.

TF2—]16ARamoondltlmof PedlatncHoqutd

| - by 3 | it .
Moms have a bed next to their child’s at the Qudos
Pediatric Hospital .

Director of the hospital to  pediatric populationarebeing
assuretheneedsof theKirkuk — met.
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Operation fix-it repairshospital equipment

Donations of medical
equipment are a common
occurrenceby many NGO's

and others, yet these
donations come with no
training for maintenance or

S

Spc Gorgasand S'A Cagel work on the x—ray machine at
Kirkuk General Hospital, as an interested party looks on.

Soc. Gorgasand A Cagd becon\efaniliar withtheopera-
tion and condition of the hospital’s equi pment.

repairsfor thelocal medical
technicians. This short-
sightedness results in
equipment lasting for only a
short amount of time
without sustainability.

Our goal is to provide
assistance to local Iraqgi
hospitals by collaboratively
workingwiththeir technicians
to repair medica equipment.
Thegod istonot only repair
the equipment, which will
have a large impact on the
Provinceof Kirkuk, but also
to provide sustainable skills
to the local Iragis, so they
will beableto maintain and
repair their own equipment
inthefuture.

Army, Air Forceandloca
Iraqi technicians worked
collaboratively inan attempt
to fix equipment at Kirkuk
Generd Hospital. Much of
this equipment has been
non-functional for some
time. 1t will take morethan
one visit to finish the
project.

This pile of biohazard
waste was discovered
outsde of Kirkuk Generd
Hospitd, according to Capt.
Schroeder, amedicd officer
of TF 2-116 Armor.
Unfortunately, the hospitd
employeeschosetoflushthe
needles and other waste
downthedran.

Whilewenesdtowork on
getting new hospitals and
buildingsfor Kirkuk, itisof
vitd importance to provide
themwiththetoolsand kills
to ded with the smplest of
tasks like biohazard waste

2-116 Commentary - Bio-wastecontrol

would have significant
effectsonthe overdl hedth
of theprovinceof Kirkuk.
Kirkukisreceivingalarge
sum of money for
hedthcare, with the current
planto buildanew hospitd,
yet without the proper
infrastructure dl they will
have is a new building
continuing to provide
substandard care. The god
for that money should beto
improve the basics like
biohazard waste, before
jumping into alarge, while
more visible product like a

control. F|xmgth|s problem

"4'«‘
W

Thlspllewa5|nthemddleoftheparklng Iotwhereanyone
including young children could have encounteredit.

new hospltal

Promotion

Sot. Maj. Garry Black

1st Sgt. Garry Black of
HHC, TF 3-116 Armor wes
promoted to Sergeant Major
effectiveApril 1, 2005.

He was pinned by
Cmd. Sgt. Mgj. Brooksin
an open air ceremony
conducted Sunday April

24 at the HHC Command
Post on FOB Warrior, Irag.

After the completion
of the deployment Sgt.
Maj. Black will transfer to
the 1249th Engineer
Battalion as their new

Command  Sergeant
Major.
Black joined the

Oregon Army National
Guard in February of 1995
as an Infantryman in
L ebanon, OR.

He continued his
progress through the
ranks with F 1-82 CAV,

Lebanon, Oregon, before
volunteering to deploy as
the 1SGfor HHC, TF 3-116

Armor. He resides in
Oregon with his wife and
his step daughter.
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Iraq is a land of
symbols; almost too
many to count. Each one
holds meanings that we
need to understand and
add to our rucksack of
knowledge when we deal
with thelocal leadersand
averagecitizen.

Some may seem
innocent like flowers for
Kurds, baby blue paint
for Turkomen, black garb
and face coverings for
Shi’awomen, long uncut
mustaces for the men of
the Kaki religion. Some
have hidden meaning,
known only to the few
followers of the faction
that developsit —but like
Masonic symbols in the
West, they give their
followers comfort and a
psychological lift. Some
like the long beards and
man dresses of the
Wahhabi sts seem sinister
and threatening to usand
bring up our guard
instantly. All mean
something and all need to
be watched for by us as
we go about on our daily
patrols and meetings.

Some symbols we
seem to understand right
away, likeflags. We have
the stars and stripes and
everyone knowsiit is the
symbol of the United
States. It has been a
conscious effort on the
part of our National
leadership to keep this
away fromtheeyesof the
Iragi people in an effort
to focus them on their
own symbol. They have
the Iraqi Flag with the
three stars and the red,
white and green and it

Symbols

by Lt. Col. Dan McCabe, commander, TF 3-116 Armor

should be the only symbol
displayed on government
property in Irag (symbols
on private property can be
displayed openly and as
part of freedom of
expression, as long as it
has not been banned by
thelragi Government).
But unfortunately it
doesn’t stop there,
becausethereareasoflags
that display Kurdistan with
a sun burst in the middle
of the colorsof Irag’sflag;
it looks innocent enough
butinreality it can beatar
baby for Coalition Forces;
especially here in the
Kirkuk Province, wherethe
stated claims of the
Kurdish parties is to
reclaim Kirkuk as the
Jerusalem of Kurdistan. Of
course this goes against
earlier agreements under
the Transitional
Administrative Law (TAL)
and specifically Article 58
that must be resolved by
the National Government
in Baghdad. When
Turkomen and Arabs see
this flag cropping up on
overpasses or  on
government buildings, it
sets off a storm of protest
and escalates tensions
amongst all ethnicitiesand
heightens the potential for
violence. Sowego out and
make them take down or
paint over flags where we
find them and smooth over
the situation because we
are seen as the neutral
party and we have amoral
imperative, alegacy of the
war, to work towards
creating peace and
understanding of what
cooperation can do for
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these groups. But it’s hard
sometimes to understand
their fixation with these
symbols and just how
much it meansto them.
Add to this scenario
other symbols like the
Turkomen Flag of the ITF
(Bluewith awhite crescent
moon and star), or theflag
of the IMT, or the red flag
with crescent and sickle of
the Kurdistan Communist
Party. Keep adding in the
Religious Flags of the
Sunni and Shi’ aArabs, the
Assyrians, and so forth,
and you begin to
understand the
complicationsinvolved in
this country — and all of
them have adherents who
cling to these symbols as
hard and fast as we do the
American Flag. What
becomesapitfall for us, the
tar baby, is when we
become immune to their
presence and shrug them
off as not really important
in the bigger scheme of
things. Thisisadangerous
attitude and one where the
tar baby comes to dance.
By letting these symbols
stand on public ground, it
becomes de facto
acceptance on the part of
the CFs, and in some cases
it goes further if we let it.
We can become unwitting
participants in their

Information Operations
campaign.

I’ll giveyou anexample
where the 10 campaign
becomes kinetic and not
just passive; where the
stakes got ratcheted up in
order to gain an advantage
from us using flags as
symbols. | personally got
caught up awhileback ina
situation that shows to
what lengths these
factions will go to link us
to these symbols in an
effort to give legitimacy to
their cause.

In this case it was a
seemingly innocent
opening of a new primary
school in a Kurdish area
that was built to give the
school childrenin the area
a good place to learn —
what agreat opportunity to
show our good intentions
andgainalittlelOleverage
for our brigade! Thisevent
wasjust like several others
celebrated over thelast few
months, with  one
exception; the parties
wanted to show the CF's
celebrating with the flag
(the symbol) of Kurdistan.

The event started well
with the cutting of the
ribbon opening the school;
just after wehad walked the
celebration areato ensureit
was clear of just such
symbols. However, between
the few minutes when the
TPT team assigned to the
unit cleared the areaand the
actual ribbon cutting, the
party functionaries put up
Kurdistan flags in the
courtyard and thentherewe
wereinthepicture. Thiswas
truly and 10 ambush. Add
in the cute kids singing

praises (literally) for
Kurdistan and the
speechesby theKDP and
PUK, all caught on film
and digits courtesy of the
local Kurdish press, and
what should have beenan
|Ofootnotefor us, became
abigevent for theKurdish
parties. Moral of thestory;
always watch the people
you are dealing with and
assume they will use you
and their symbolsto make
the case for their cause.

Whilethismight seem
an extreme example, the
real lessonlearned hereis
that the use of symbols
meansalot to peoplewho
have been starved for
something to believe in
during the Saddam years,
and they will use you
whenever they can and
useyour passiveor active
acceptance of these
symbols to try and
legitimatize their efforts.
Just like OPSEC concerns,
the 10 concerns weigh
just as heavily inthisAO
and symbols are a great
way of getting their
message out. Thisiswhy
itisvery critical for usto
be ever vigilant in
maintaining aneutral face
and to enforce the idea of
a universal Iragi symbol
and not that of any
particular party, especialy
in places where they
should not be.

Bottomline: Symbols
are important here and
people can get hurt for
them if we aren’t careful.
Keep your eyes and ears
open and don’t become a
pawn in someone else’s
game.
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On counter-mortar patrol with 2nd plt., C Co., TF 1-163 Infantry

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB McHENRY, Irag-
Suddenly, the all-too-
familiar sound of an
enemy rocket whizzing
overhead was heard. The
tower quickly identified
thelocation from which it
was fired and two high
explosive artillery rounds
were fired in response.

Even though the location
was known and the
artillery fired, soldiers
arrived inthe areato find
that the mysterious
“rocket man” had
escaped them.
Soldiersfromthe 116th
Brigade Combat Team’s
Task Force 1-163 Infantry
are working hard each
day to deter, find and

capture enemy insurgents
who fire rockets or
mortars at their base.
They regularly patrol
areas identified as
potential firing positions.
Such was the case April
7, when the Montana
Army National Guard's
2nd Platoon, C Company,
TF 1-163 conducted a
counter-mortar patrol in

TF 1-163 Infantry trainslragi Army

by Spc. Jacob Eaton,
TF 1-163rd|nfantry

FOB MCHENRY, Irag -
Sgt. 1st Class Brian
Weishaar waited anxioudly
in his humvee as he
prepared to take his platoon
intothelragi city of Hawija.
Traveling into the city was
nothing new for \Weishaar
or any of themembersof his
1st platoon of Company C,
Task Force 1-163 Infantry.
But thismission was unlike
most. This day, his mission
as Platoon Leader of 1st
platoon, was to lead a
dismounted anti-insurgency
patrol, which included not
only his platoon, but
members of the Iragi Army
aswdll.

Theplatoonrolled out of
the gates of their Forward
Observation Base through
thecity, stopping at thelragi
Army compound, locatedin
the heart of the town. “We
hadn’'t given any previous
noticetothel A that wewere
planning on doing a patrol
with them that night, “
Weishaar said, “I informed
their commanding officer
that | wanted one of his
squads to go out with us
and they were ready to roll
in under 15 minutes. | was
impressed.”

Staff Sgt. Todd Tryan
had been selected by
Weishaar to lead the Iraqgi
Squad that evening. “At
first | really wasn't sure
what to expect from these
guys,” Tryan explained, “I
work with my squad
everyday — | know
everyone'sabilities. | know
that | can trust them to be
therewhen | need them and
know they have the skills
to succeed in any situation.
Working withthelA, | was
a little uneasy at first,”
Tryan confessed.

Asafail safe to ensure
his safety, Tryan was
assisted that night by Staff
Sgt. D. J. Chapman.
However, as the patrol
moved through the city
any doubts Tryan may
have had were soon
erased. “Asthey moved, |
was really impressed with
the abilities of the Iraqgis,”
Tryan said, “ They had the
basics down, they were
fully aware of the weight
of the situation and knew
how to react. | was
thoroughly impressed with
their soldiering skills.” For
Tryan this was a night to
see the results of severa
weeks of hard work paying
off. “We've spent a lot of

time training the 1A, so
this was a great
opportunity to see the
results of all that work
paying off on the
battlefield.”

The combined effort
snaked throughout the
city to provide a security
presence to the local
population and reduce the
maneuver abilities of anti-
Iragi forces operating in
the area. “We talked with
several locals,” Weishaar
said, “mostly just letting
them know we werethere,
and asking if they had
seen any suspicious
activity inthe area.”

Despite the success of
the patrol, operating a
multi-national forceisnot
without its problems.
According to Weishaar
the single largest
problems facing him and
other leaders on the
ground that operate in a
combined effort with the
Iragi Army, is the
language barrier. Working
with atranslator is never
easy. However, Weishaar
felt that the Iraqgis
understand what they are
being taught. Equipment
isanother issue that faces
these combined efforts.

the countryside near
Hawijah.

“This is a pretty
simple, easy patrol,” said
Sgt. 1st Class John Wood,
the patrol’s non-
commissioned officer in
charge. “We normally
patrol the streets of

Hawijah.”
At the northern tip of
the Sunni triangle,

SSG Tryan'slIragi squad
was unable to differentiate
him from the rest of the
group. This problem was
quickly solved by Tryan. “I
put ared chem light in my
right cargo pocket, and a
blue chem light in my left,
that way my guys on the
right new to look for ared
light and my guys left, a
bluelight.”

Weishaar’smissionwas
part of a new focus for
Task Force 1-163 Infantry,
the Montana based
National Guard unit.
“We've basically been
tasked to train an entire
army battalion in six
months,” said Capt. Mark
Sauvageau, the
commanding officer of the
Task Force's Company C.
Elements of Task Force 1-
163 Infantry are working
withthelragi Army totrain
them in every aspect of
military operations.

The training started
with the best and brightest
of the Iragi Army,
employing a widely used
USArmy tecticcaled, train
thetrainer. Thisisasystem
in which US forces train
Iraqgi’s, who then teach
their fellow soldiers the
newly learned skills.
According to Sauvageau

Hawijah isknownto bea
hotbed of insurgent
activity. Last April
insurgents here went
head-to-head with
coalition forces in clash
now known asthe “Battle
of Hawijah.” That battleis
onereason regular patrols
scour the area.

Continued on pagel15

and Company C's 1st Sgt.
Garth Flint, the training
starts at the very basic
individual level and
eventually working up to
squad, platoon and then
company level training. The
soldiersof Company Cwork
with members of their Iragi
sister company 4 days a
week, for 4 weeks. At the
end of the 4 week rotation a
new crop of Iragi soldiersis
incorporated into the
program.

Cramming such aheavy
training schedule into such
a short time period may
seemto present achallenge,
but it does not deter
Sauvageau or his troops.
“We are use to tight time
congtraintsin the Guard. We
awayshavealot of training
totry to getin during adrill
weekend. You just have to
make it happen. Thisisno
different.” Sauvageau
remains quite optimistic
that histroopsare up tothe
task. “Being a National
Guard Unit, our guys bring
inalot of outs deexperience
we can put to use here. We
have trained teachers,
coaches, tradesmen,
managers... guys from all
different walks of life that
have awedlth of knowledge
we can draw from.”
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Counter-mortar ...

Continued from page 14

“TheHawijah areahas
a history of instability,”
said Staff Sgt. Larry
Dunlap, 2nd platoon
sergeant, who was also
on the counter-mortar
patrol. “We want to be
sure we don’t have a
repeat of last year’'s
hostilities.”

The region around
Hawijah is also believed
to have housed up to two
full divisions of Saddam’s
military during the height
of his dictatorship, and
some of those former
regime elements are
believed to be fostering
current insurgent activity

in the area, including the
rocket and mortar attacks
on coalition force bases.

Oncethe patrol exited
the FOB and crossed a
bridge the patrol
continued along a tree
line and out into the
countryside, consisting
mainly of grainfieldsand
irrigation ditches.

“Out hereiswherewe
think they launch from—
out in these fields,” said
Dunlap, motioning toward
somegrainfieldstotheleft
of the patrol.

While no insurgents
could be seen emplacing
or firing rounds that
morning, evidence of
recent related activity
abounded. At one point

.

116th BCT Public Affairs

1st Class Larry Dunlap records the locat
suspi cious burn spot in the road while conducting a counter -
mortar patrol in Irag, while Sgt. Morgan Nelson overwatches
from the gunner’s turret. (Photo by Capt Monte Hibbert,

S s
ion of a

A couple of water buffalo stare at a passing counter-
mortar patrol April 7 inthe countryside near Hawijah, Iraqg.
(Photo by Capt Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs)

the patrol halted at a
suspiciously fresh burn
spot in the middle of the
road and carefully
recorded it’'s location for
reporting to higher
headquarters.

As the patrol was
driving through an area
used as a garbage dump,
one of the vehicles
identified acasing for a50
millimeter mortar lyingin
the debris.

“The people here told
us that people come and
shoot things here and
then leave,” said Dunlap.
“We've got some pre-
plotted locations in areas
that aren’t populated in
caseweidentify that they
arefiring fromthisarea.”

Asthe patrol woveits
way through the maze of
dirt roads and fields, there
were some surprisesto be
had. Several times the
patrol had close
encounters with animals,
including sheep, water
buffalo and dogs. The
patrol also passed
through some small
villages and was greeted
alternately by waving
children running toward
them or the typical
motionless stares of their
parents and
grandparents.

“The only ones |
recognize over and over
arethelragi Army guys,”
said Dunlap when asked
whether he recognized
any of the people seenin
passing. “I think you just
don’t let your guard
down enough to get to
know them.”

Pvt. 1st Class Jevin
Scaggs, Dunlap’s driver,
also replied asto whether
he recognized anyone.

“Me, on the other
hand, | see the same
people every day,” he
said jokingly, eyeing

Dunlap and the othersin
the vehicle.

Scaggs' jovial person-
ality also came through
when the patrol
accidentally drove up
some poor farmer’s
private drive and had to
turn around. While hewas
turning around and as the
parents stared, he quickly
opened his window and
handed a bag to the
farmer’s children and
drove away. “I just gave
them alittle bag with some
kisses, hard candy and
little kids' toys,” he said.
“The bag says ‘Smile,
Jesus Loves You' on the
outside.”

Toward the end of the
patrol, a hasty traffic
control point was set up
near a small village to
randomly search a few
vehicles coming and
going fromthe area.

“Sometimeswedofind
avehiclewith four guysin
it, so we pull them over,”
said Dunlap, explaining
reasons they may do non-
random searches.
“Vehiclesflying down dirt
roads are also suspicious.”

After searching a few
vehicles randomly, the
patrol was ended when
they were called back to
the FOB to prepare for the

next mission.

Public Affairs)

Thislittle girl will soon be the unwitting recipient of a
bag of goodies from Pvt. 1st Class Jevin Scaggs. Scaggs
gave her the goodie bag during a counter-mortar patrol
April 7 near Hawijah, Iraq, as her parents and older sib-
lingslooked on. (Photo by Capt Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT

Sgt. 1st Class John Wood discu
move with Staff Sgt. Allen Hunt, while Staff Sgt. James
Zimmerman and Staff Sgt. Larry Dunlap stand by during
acounter-mortar patrol April 7 near Hawijah, Irag. (Photo
by Capt Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs)

t”(,

sses the patrol’s next
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TF 1-163 mess section keeps soldiers at FOB McHenry fed

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB McHENRY, Irag-
Messsction oldiersfromthe
116th BrigadeCombet Teem's
Task Force 1-163Infantry are
makingmuchmorethanmeds
here, they’re making friends
and providing structureto the
day for hundreds of soldiers
supporting the task force
misson.

The fourteen-Soldier
mess section works in two
shifts and feeds both a
breakfast and afternoon
meals. The afternoon shift
prepares for the next day’'s

t] — ik i i g 8
Sot. Keith Fredricksen (right) visitswith Sgt. Chalermchai
Mann in the kitchen at FOB McHenry, Irag. Both are mem-
bers of the 116th Brigade Combat Team's TF 1-163 IN mess
section. (Photo by Capt. Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT Public
Affairs)

breakfast and the morning
crew preparesfor theafternoon
medl.

“Rightnow we recooking
for hundreds of people” said
Sot. Keith Fredricksen, amess
section shift lead non-
commissoneddfficer. “It'slike
Groundhog Day—you
adwayscomeback tothesame
thing.”

While the daily grind of
cooking can be monctonous,
thedaily med cycle provides
structure in the lives of
ldierswhoselivesarefilled
with somany other thingsthet
areunpredictable.

“The whole FOB is
focused on us” said
Fredricksen. “No one
rememberswhenweopenthe
doors early—only when we
open late”

Between having soldiers
tasked for regular choreslike
guard duty and having some
section members gone on
leave, each shift averagesfive
dedicated mess section
personnd and three to seven
soldiers assgned to kitchen
patrol (KP). These crews
provide the food, drinks,
smiles and clean dishes to
soldiersasthey dutifully clear
wegpons, wash handsandfile
intothechow linetwicedally.
They dsocomeupwithsome
pretty good cuisine,
congdering that they have to
come up with menus from
whatever the supply truck
haulsin.

“We work with what
comes in on the trucks. It
seems like we get a lot of
chicken,” said Fredricksen.
“These guys are pretty
creative. We've got some
good cookshere. Wedo get a
lot of compliments.”

Fredrickson was quick to
point out that they work with

the equip-
ment they
brought
with them
and are
strict  at
following
stringent
safety
procedures
in prepar-
ing food.
“Our
equipment
came right
out of the
MKT,” he
said,
referring to
the mobile
kitchen
trailer
assigned to
his section.

Soliér serve breakfast in the kitchen at
FOB McHenry, Iraq. (Photo by Capt Monte
Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs)

“We have
to cook everything to certain
temperatures”

Working in akitchen day
in and day out can be tiring,
but mess section Soldiers do
find ways to have fun on the
job.

“Where do | gart,” said
Pvt. 1¢ ClassJohn Ray 11, a
member of thesection. | think
thefunniest thing iswhenwe

hed awater fight and someone
ended up getting dumped in
thesink.”

While having fun on the
job can make the day seem
brighter, it is clear that the
TF1-163messsectionfulfills
an important and serious
role in keeping the gears
turning for the soldiers at
FOB McHenry.

by Capt. Monte Hibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR, Iragq —
Coalition infantrymen
recently traded in their
Bradley fighting vehicles
and up-armored humvees
for Army Blackhawk
helicopters as part of a
nighttime combined raid
with Iragi Army soldiersto
round up insurgents near
Zaab, Iraq,

The 116th Brigade
Combet Team’'s B Company,
Task Force 1-163 Infantry in
conjunction with Soldiers
from the 2nd Iragi Army
Brigade conducted a
combined air and ground
assault raid intended to net
insurgents loyal to Abu
Musab Al-Zargawi. Bravo
Company, TF 1-163 Infantry
was assigned the air assault
mission, while Iragi Army
soldiers conducted a

B Co., TF 1-163 Infantry takes to the air

ground assault to capture
various Mukafera cell
leaders.

“Neutralizing the Zaab
area of Jhadigt activities is
critical to maintaining local
upport for thecodition,” said
Spe. Vincent Luparell, a B
Company, TF 1-163 Infantry
oldier,whoparticipatedinthe
air assault phase of the
mission. “Issa Abdullah

Continued on page19

Soldiers from 2nd Platoon, B Company, Task Force 1-163
Infantry (Chalk 7) posefor this shot beforetheir first combat air
assault missonwiththeir supporting combat aviation crew. (Photo
by Soc. Tyler Egosgue, B Company, TF 1-163 Infantry)
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| want to take this
opportunity to thank each
and every family member,
for their tremendous
support of their loved ones
who are deployed fromthe
1-163Infantry tolrag. | dso
wanttowishdl of theTask
Force mothers a very
Happy Mothers Day!

| know that many of
you hear from your
deployed Soldier often and
are well aware of the
significant contributions
our Task Force has made
fromthemomentwearived
in Irag. Our Soldiers have
never let up, dwaysputting
their effortswholeheartedly
into ensuring steady,
dramétic progress is made
every day for the freedom
loving peopleinIrag.

Duringour timeinlrag,
| have spokenwithliteraly
every soldier in the Task
Force. | can honedlly tdl
you, that every Soldier |
havetdkedwithhastoldme
that they know themisson
they are performing is

Message from Griz Six

by Lt. Col John Walsh, 1-163rd INBn.

meaking a huge difference for
thelragi people. Itismy hope
that you sharein the pride of
your deployed loved ones
performing their mission
everyday. It takestremendous
commitment to put serviceto
country above f, and | am
extremely proud of each and
every one of our Task Force
GRIZ Soldiers TheseSoldiers
continueto demongtrate their
commitment every day.
While your Soldiers are
sarving sHflesdy onthefront
lines of the Global War on
Terrorism, each of you is
meking hugesacrificesonthe
homefront that arevery much
noticed. Because of your
commitment to making sure
the home front is teken care
of, your loved ones can
remain focused on their
assigned mission. Our
deployed Soldiers know that
you are daying podtive and
providing constant
encouragement tothemwhile
they are deployed. As you
know we are asking much
morefromour Nationd Guard

" Lt. Col. Walsh

Soldier’sandfamily members
than wehavein savera years
and | ask that you Stay strong
for your deployed loved ones
who need your support now
morethan ever.

Our Task Force is an
integral part of operationsin
Irag, and we honestly believe
that we are making a huge
difference for the progress of
ademocratic Irag. | know we
will sustain the high standard
of performance during this
criticd timeforthelragi people

When our Task Force
Soldiersreturn home, wewill
stand tall knowing that we
helped =&t the conditions for
afree, secureand gable Iraq,
Wewill dsofed tremendous
pride knowing we were gble

to see the dreams of the Irag
peoplebecomearedity: Live
inademocratic society thet is
freeof abrutd dictator.

| ask that you share that
same pride and sense of duty.
By your support you too are
meaking ahuge difference for
the Iragi people during these
higtorictimes. Afterwatching
thereection of thelragi people
following their democratic
presidential elections in
January, | can tell you first
hand that it was a powerfully
tangible example of success.
We  witnessed and
participatedin oneof themost
remarkabledaysinthehistory
of thelragi people. Thelragi
elections were hopeful and
uplifting.

| would adso ask you to
remember our 3 falen Task
Forcecomrades, SFC Robbie
D. McNary, SGT Kevin D.
Davis, and SPC Timothy C.
Kiserwhohavegiventherfull
messuresince December 2004
inour missiontohringfresdom
and liberty tothegood people
of Irag. We mourn their loss

and they will never be
forgotten. We continue to
pray for eech of them and
tharfamilies

We will honor their
sacrificeby completing the
Operationlragi Freedomlll
mission to the highest
dandard. The Soldiers of
Task Force GRIZ are
resolute and steadfast.
There is no doubt in my
mind that we will
successfully complete this
mission. We understand
that we are part of
something very big. The
sacrificesof somany remind
us al that those we
memorialize today, both
past and present, didnot die
invan. Indesd, fresdomuwill
adwaysbeworthfightingfor.

Thank you from the
bottom of my heart for
your constant support of
your deployed Soldiers.
Your sacrifice is noticed
and felt everyday
throughout Task Force 1-
163dInfantry inlrag. Men
Do Your Duty!

Accident...

Continued from page5

clustered in two periodsof
the day, which are also the
most risky—midnight-0200
and 0400-0600. Someone
driving between 0400 and
0600 was 13 times more
likely to have a sleep-
related accident than
someone driving between
1000 and 1200, or 2000 and
2200.

What can we say about
alcohol?"Don't Drink and
Drive," it'sthelaw. Do not
drink and drive. Alcohol-
related incidentsinvolving

soldiers, Fridays through
Sundays are elevated
when compared to
Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days. Be cautious when
traveling on weekends or
holidays. Plan tripsaround
high risk days and
holidaysif possible.
What about night
driving? You are at
greater risk when you
drive at night. Drivers
can't see hazards in the
dark as quickly as in
daylight, so they have
less time to respond.
Drivers caught by
surprise are less able to

avoid a crash. The risks
of night driving include
problems with the driver,
the roadway, and the
vehicle. Use your
headlights (low beam or
high beam) between the
hours of sunset and
sunrise. L ow-beam
headlamps are effective
only for speeds up to 20-
25 miles per hour. You
must use special care
when driving faster than
these speeds since you
will be unable to detect
pedestrians, bicyclists,
and others. High-beam
headlights can reveal
objects up to a distance

of at least 450 feet and are
most effective for speeds
faster than 25 miles per
hour. Don't use high-
beam headlights within
500 feet of oncoming
vehicles. If you are
behind other vehicles,
use low beams when you
are within 300 feet of the
vehicle ahead. When
leaving a brightly it
place, drive slowly until
your eyes grow used to
darkness. If a vehicle
comes toward you with
high beams, flash your
headlights to high beam
and back to low beam
once. Don't look directly

at oncoming headlights.
Instead, watch the right
edge of your lane. Look
quickly to be sure of the
other vehicle's position
every few seconds. Drive
as far to the right as you
can if a vehicle with one
headlight comes toward
you. Do not out drive my
headlights. Remember,
drivers can't see hazards
in the dark as quickly as
in daylight, so they have
less time to respond.
Check the weather the
day prior and the day of
traveling. Checking the

Continued on page19
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A memorial service
was held here at FOB
McHenry recently, for
Spc. Timothy C. Kiser, a
member of C Company,
116th Engineer Bn., who
was lost in action on
April 28, 2005.

The memorial service
was conducted by
Chaplain (1st Lt.) Ream,
before the entire unit as
well asMagj. Gen. Joseph
Taluto, 42nd ID

In Memoriam

Spc. Timothy C. Kiser

Melendez and Spc.
Holtz.

A recorded rendition
of “Amazing Grace,”
was played, performed
by Spc. Kiser himself.

After the reading of
scripture by Staff Sgt.
Rossbacher, Chaplain
Ream led all those
gathered in the memorial
prayer.. 1st Sgt. Kish
then conducted the roll
call for C Company,

on the stand.

N A Soldiér of C Corhpany, 116th Enéﬁfeer Bn., placing
Spc. Kiser’s dogtags along with his boots, rifle and kevlar,

commander, Brig. Gen.
Alan Gayhart, 116th BCT
commander, Lt. Col.
John Walsh, commander
of TF 1-163rd Infantry
and several brigade
staff members.

The ceremony began
with the silent bearing of
Spc. Kiser’s boots, rifle,
helmet and dog tags by C
Co. 116 Engineer Bn.
soldiers where they were
placed for presentation
on aplatform.

The eulogy was
delivered by 1st Lt. Stitt,
which was followed by
heartfelt remarksfrom 1st
Lt. McDonald, Staff Sgt.
Hall, as well as Spc.
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Soc. Timothy Kiser

Army as a Combat
Engineer (12B), in 1986
and served for two years.

He then went on the
road as a long distance
contract truck driver,
started a family and lived
the American dream.

Due to recent
international terrorist
events, Spc. Kiser’'sdesire
to serve escalated to the
point of enlisting in the
CaliforniaNational Guard
in August 2003 in order to
become amedic and fulfill
hisdesireto serveand help
people.

Before he could
completehismedictraining
however, he was activated

on November 29, 2004 and
deployed wunder his
previous M OS as acombat
engineer. He arrived in
theater on January 1, 2005
and joined C Company,
116th Engineers on
February 19, 2005.

Spc. Kiser quickly
breached the close-knit
group of the Grangeville
Platoon to become one of
thefamily. Thiswaslargely
because of his mature

people you just have to
ask, “why?” He had a
great family, successful
career and a big desire to
help others. But as you
speak to the soldiers that
werein hisvehicle on that
fateful day, the
unanimous con-sensus is
that Spc. Kiser’s efforts
were responsible for
main-taining control of
that vehicle until it came
to a stop.

' VSdIVdie'rs—(‘)f the 116th Engineer Bn.séluteonelaéttimeé
heroin their midst, Spc. Timothy Kiser of C Co.

followed by the
firing of volleys,
the 21-gun salute
and the playing of
Taps. His fellow
soldiers came
before the
presentation
platform, where
they then passed
and saluted,
paying their final
respects to a
friend, a fellow
soldier.
Spc.Timothy
C. Kiser wasborn
February 5, 1968
in California. He
enlisted in the
United States

stands beside the picture of Spc. Timothy
Kiser, thedriver who brought their vehicleto
asafestop.

profes-sionalism
from being his own
boss for several
years and his friend-
making personality
that just seemed to
attract loyalty and
friendship.

Becauseof hisage,
meaturity level and life
experiences he was
seen as a role modd
and mentor tothosehe
was close to,
including his CHU
mates, fellow squad
members and many
others throughout the
company.

Spc. Kiser was
one of those

Spc. Kiser’s self-
sacrifice ended as he had
lived his life, by placing
others before himself.
That was the kind of man
he was and the kind of
man all will remember him
for being.

At this time, he has
been submitted for a
Bronze Star medal as a
result of his actions
during Operation Iraqi
Freedom I11. He will also
be awarded the Close
Combat Badge.

He is survived by his
wife Rhonda,
stepdaughter Danyelle,
stepson Kyle, son Jordan
and son Austin.
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Hedlth is a concern not
only for the Iragi people, but
adsoany that enter thecountry.
A variety of diseases and
hazards plague the region,
mdaria, typhoid, tuberculos's
and cholera are the most
prevaent.

Iragq presents a difficult
diplomatic and military
situation for the world.
Physicd and environmental
chdlengesarered andculturd
diversity raises questions of
loydty and support, should
hodtilities continue through
the region. The 5,000 year
history of the “land between
therivers” of Mesopotamia,
has shown that armies
conquer and are conquered.
Governmentsriseandfal, but
weare herenow. Inthe name
of democracy andfreedomfor
al, thefuturein Iragwill not
continue to follow the same
ript.

SUmmertime...

Continued from page?7
we have reasons to stay in
uniform.

Sunburn is one reason
we keep covered, insectsand
the DBC another, and even
modesty may be a factor for
ome, but rules are rules. We
can look back to Fort Bliss
whenwehadtowear theEasy
Bake Ovens day in and day
out. This is a cake walk
comparedtothat. Youwantto
stay coal, gotothepoal. Itis
open & 0600 in the morning
for your plessure, but do not
get sunburned too badly. Thet
would be considered
destruction of government
property, and subject to
another oneof thoseinfamous
15-6invest-igations. Youknow
you would end up on
sunburn check at the pool as
aduty for not using sun block
withan SPFof 500.

Musab Al-Zargawi for too
long.”

Whilemost membersof B
Company had trained and
flown on hdlicopters before,
thereweresomewho had not.
For Spc. Lee Butterfidd this
wasafird.

“I don'tliketofly, ol wes
scared. But | loved it and
would do it again,” he sad
after themisson.

Soc. Lupard| wesglad thet
hisplatoon had somepractice
runsbeforedoingit for redl.

“Dismounting the
Blackhawk must be done

quickly theground benesthus
disappeared as we flew into
the night sky.”
Accordingtoparticipants,
thiswasB Company’sfirgair
assault mission. The
advantages of an air assault
raid may not seem obviousto
the untrained, but military
leaders were excited by the
advantages.
“TheBlackhawksquickly
moved the elements to the
objective without alerting
possible insurgents dong the
road networks” sad 1<t Lt.
Chad Schopp, B Company’s

raid resulted in the capture of
severd individudsconsdered
highvauetargetsby Iragi and
coalition forces and was
executed without
complication.

“Task Force 1-163
conducts many combined
operations with the Iraqgi
Army andwill doevenmore
in the future as
responsibility is shifted to
the Iragi security forces,”
said Schopp. “But until then,
Bravo Company cantakethe
fight to the enemy in any

way necessary.”

Continued from page17
weather  prior to
departure will help you
anticipate bad weather
conditions, but actual
conditions might be
different from the
forecast. Always be
prepared to take the
appropriate actions for
the weather you actually
encounter. Contact your

Accident avoid...

command if the weather
changes and causes a
delay. Check the weather
before during and returning
fromtrips Alwaysbeprepared
totaketheagppropriateactions
for the weather actudly en-
countered.
Ingpect your vehiclebefore
you travel. If you are not
comfortable with vehicle
maintenance have your
vehideinspectedprior totrips

Last, make sure the
medication you aretaking
will not affect your
driving. Make sure you
check your medication
before operating your
vehicle. Read the label
before operating your
vehicle and follow
directions. Inform your
chain of command when
taking over the counter
medications.

One benfit of the nice
wegther isthegrilling. Boy, the
smel of burgers and stesks
cooking takesoneaway from
hereand back totheyardwith
thefamily. Soleaders, weneed
more BBQ's on post. Sports
are another aspect of these
months. The cheering and
yelling at thefield behind the
Gymdemongratestheenergy
and competition our soldiers
have. Withleavedlocationon
the rise and days drifting by,
wemust il keep our focusat
al times. | gppreciae dl the
hard work and effort our
soldiers put forth and admire
the grit and resolve that tell
methat | am alucky man to
serve with this group of
soldiers.

Team Raider...

Continued from page9
routine. However, there is
nothing routine about
operating in a combat zone
and each day isgameday. We
have been fortunate to dete,
having had smooth convoys
without congderable enemy
interference Still, we prepare
for the inevitable day when
theenemy decidesto test us
andweareforced to useour
battle drills and deal with
serious adversity. Until that
day we will do everything
possible to prepare
ourselves so we can deal
with any situation wemight
encounter, accomplish our
mission effectively, and go
homesafely.

tothe DFAC for dinner.

“Thepeopleof |dahowant
to let each and every one of
you know how proud we are
of what you' redoing hereand
how very thankful we dl are
for your secrifice. Maybe |
shouldtell youthat | think the
Governor is planning a big
party when you all come
home” said Senator Craig.

The second delegation
after lunch, wastransported
toTF2-116th Armortovisit
with soldiers there. They
were trested to an outdoor
display and a briefing on
Patrol Preparations. They
asked soldiers questions
about theM-16A1 Rifleand
were shown how the
Explosives, Ordnance and
Demolitionsrobot works.

“WEe're here answering
the needs of the troops.
Congress is interested in
what our soldiers need
here’, said Rep. Jon Salazar
of Colorado. “We also want
to thank al of you for your
servicetothegreatest nation
on earth.”

Honor Our
Military Day

When: Sat., May 21

7-10:30 p.m.

9:45 Candlelight Vigil

Where: Julia Davis Park to Capitol Park
Tdaho State Capitol Steps

Why: To support all military currently serving.
NO COsT!

Schedule: 7:00 Rally at Julia Davis Park, behind tennis courts

7:30 Paul Fredrick's, Channel 2 news will announce
march to Capitol Park

8:30 Honor Guard Posting of Colors
Pledge of Allegiance

9:00 Meet at Capitol steps, Presentations of Hero
Packs to selected Military Kids

9:30 Invecation - Chaplain Moore

10:00 Military Kids will end in song
“God Bless the U.S.A"

Incompliznce with tha Americmns with Dizsbilitiez Act of 1890, those raquasting reasonsbla
need to contact Ada County e days 2 77

aceommedations

efore the class at 177-2107
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