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SF teaches scouts

by Spc. Nick D. Wood
115th MPAD Staff

As part of Operation Bayonet
Thrust 11, the 1st Battalion, 19th Spe-
cial Forces Group instructorstrained
the scouts and snipers of the 41st Bri-
gade Combat Team.

Soldiersfromthe 19th SFG came
to Orchard TrainingAreaat therequest
of the41st BCT to better preparetheir
Soldiersfor Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

Nearly al of theinstructorsare
veterans of warsin the Middle East.
Sergeant 1st Class Thomas Davie,
Operational Detachment Alpha
NCOIC, 19th SFG, spent two toursin
Afghanistan and oneinIrag. Thede-
tachment performs high-altitudelow-
openingjumps, sniper missonsand e
cid recon.

Published in the interest of the Soldiers and Airmen of Bayonet Thrust Il
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Shooter Pvt. Trace Watts of the 1st Battalion, 186th Infantry acquires his target while spotter Pfc. Lewis
Evanoff watches for the bullet “ trace.”

The 19th SFG will be conducting
classes and training on demolitions,
Soviet weapons, sniper and scout skills
inaddition to working asobserver/con-

trollersduring annud training.
Thedemolitionsclasswill cover

both unexploded ordnanceand
See SFG, Page 6

Innovative range gives taste of new battlefield

by Spc. Annie Baxter and Spc. April Dustin
115th MPAD Staff

A new convoy live-firerange, thefirst of itskind, has
popped up on the Orchard Training Areato help Soldiers
trainfor situationsthey may encounter whiledeployed over-
Sees.

Convoysontherangenegotiate Six scenarios. During
eachiteration they encounter numerous pop-up and moving
targets, roadbl ocksand improvised explosivedevicess mu-
lated by pyrotechnicsand incendiary devices. They also
negotiate akill-zonewherethe convoys sustain simulated
injuriesand disabled vehicles.

Theintent of the scenariosisto createflexibility for the
troopsto adapt their convoy standard operating procedures
based on missionrequirements, said Staff Sgt. John P, Sdlazar,
range NCOIC and member of 1404th Transportation Bat-
talion, ArizonaArmy Nationd Guard. Hesaid therange pack-

agestogether many skillsthat Soldierstrain onincluding
Weapons System operation, convoy movement, communi-
cationsand target i dentification.

“Thereareso many different scenariosthrown at them
that it getseveryoneworking; thedrivers, thegunners, the
leadership and the[communication] isgoing,” said Salazar.
“Asthey’ rereacting, they are utilizing decision making skills
at many different levelsof theranking structure.”

Salazar said all the scenarios on therange were ex-
amplesof stuationshe and hiscompany encountered while
servinginlrag. Hesaid the concept of the rangetook six
monthsto devel op because many safety precautionsand
environmental concerns had to be addressed to makethe
rangearedistic and safelive-fireevent. Although therange
can’t compareto experiencing truecombat, itisdesigned to
make Soldiersthink and react whilefiring many types of

See RANGE, Page 6
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Sergeant lan Kraus, squad leader and sniper, tactically moves through a scout lane.

Scouts: Before first contact

by Spc. Annie Baxter
115th MPAD Staff

Every movewascarefully planned
and slowly executed asheinched his
way through the sagebrush likeliving
desert terrain. He cautiously maneu-
vered himsdlf behind atumbleweed and
lifted hishead dightly to take position.
Hiscounterpart crept up silently behind
him and gently raised hisbinocularsto
observe the enemy activity. Hewas
doing what hetrained to do asan elite
member of ascout platoon.

The scouts are part of aspecial-
ized team of forward observers who
tactically moveat theforefront of abat-
talionto scopeout possiblethreatsand
paint apicture of thebattlefield.

“Bascdly what ascout doesisbe
theeyesand earsfor the battalion com-
mander,” said 1st Lt. Daniel Fenton,
scout platoon leader, 1st Battalion,
162nd Infantry.

Without scouts, convoyswould be
blind becausethey wouldn’t know what
threatslay intheir path, said Staff Sgt.
Michael Blurton, squad leader and
sniper for DeltaCompany, 1st Battal-
ion, 186th Infantry. He explained that
their jobisimportant becausethey have
theability to gather intelligence on en-
emy forces, find danger zonesand as-
St troop movement, al whileremain-
ing undetected and avoiding enemy con-
tact.

The scouts move in two-man
sniper teams or three-man reconnais-
sanceeements.

Each sniper team congists of two
members— the sniper, who carriesan
M-24 sniper rifle system which fires
7.62 mm rounds, and a spotter. The
spotter traces rounds and performs
correction cdculaionsto hdpthesniper
successfully hit along-distancetarget.

See SCOUT, Page 5

Soldiers ask: can

you hear me now?

by Pfc. Micheal S. Gann
115th MPAD Staff

Army National Guard communi-
cationsspeciadistsfromthe45th Infan-
try Brigade sharpened their skillsand
shared their wealth of knowledgewith
other military personnel at the Orchard
Training AreaSaturday.

The battle scene has become
more net-centric warfare rather than
effects-based, said Sgt. Robert White,
asignal support systemsspecidist with
11 yearsof military service. Net-cen-
tric warfare means using the appropri-
atelevel of forcefor thethresat at hand,
whileeffectsbased warfare usesover-
whelming firepower, explained White.
Transmitting informationisvita tothe
mission successto | et advancing troops
know what information has been gath-
ered about the enemy, he continued.

“Shoot, move, communicate,” is
a phrase commonly used by combat
armsunitsto indicatethevital compo-
nentsof battle operations. Communi-
cateisincluded, because” Theseradios
savelives” hesaid.

Each day, radio operators across
theareaof operationsmust “fill,” their
radios. Fillingaradioinvolvesusingan
automated net control deviceto input
frequency, “hop set” or frequency
changes and timefor each radio, ex-
plained Pfc. Robert Lee Spanke Jr., a
Soldier attending hisfirst annua train-
ing.

See COMMO, Page 5
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Military Intelligence makes most of AT, trains on new software

by Spc. Nick D. Wood
115th MPAD Staff

The 241st Military Intelligence
Company, an asset of the41st Brigade
Combat Team, isdoing thisyear’'san-
nud training at Orchard Training Area
inpreparaionfor their gpproaching de-
ployment to Afghani stan in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom.

Thisyear’straininginvolvestwo
new software systemsand person-to-
personinteraction.

Theunit begantraining June12for
thetwo software systems: the Counter
Human Intelligence Management Sys-
tem and theAll SourceAnalysis Sys-
tem(Light), light meaningit canbetrans-
ported by vehicle.

“They’ ve got lots of potential,”
said Staff Sgt. Mark Peterson, NCOIC
for thecounter-intelligenceteamfor the
2414t

Trainersfrom Lockheed Martin,
the devel oper of the programs, came
from Fort Belvoir, Va, totrainintelli-

gence Soldiersfromthe 241st and the
41t how to usethe software.

Second Lt. Donald Nelson, Ex-
ecutive Officer for the Counter-Intelli-
genceand AnaysisControl Team sec-
tions, said Gowen Fieldisan excellent
opportunity to get together withthe41st
and work asacohesiveunit.

The programs are designed to
enable Soldiersto makeintelligence
reports with greater speed and accu-
racy.

Another major aspect of this
year’ sannual training is person-to-per-
soninteraction. Actors, provided by the
civilian contractor Blue Canopy andthe
Oregon State Defense Force, will play
key members in the fictional towns
aroundthe OTA.

L ooking toward the deployment,
Nelson said the opportunity to work
with the play-actorson the battlefield
will beworthwhile.

Peterson said military intelligence
isall about dedlingwith people, andthat

workinginthisenvironment providesa
superior training experienceover home
dationtraining.

The 241st is composed of ap-
proximeately 50 counter-intelligenceand
human-intelligence Soldiers. Missions
includeforce protection, information
collection and analysis, advising the
commander, physical security of sensi-
tive sitesand vetting— the process of
evaluating aforward operations base
for security issuesandinformationlesks.

“We do war games and get po-
tential outcomes or scenarios to the
commandersto maketheir decisions,”
said Nelson.

Peterson said that becoming quali-
fiedintheintdligencefiddisadaunting
task unto itself. Thequalification pro-
cessislengthy and very selective.

Through improved technology
and better training the 241st makesit-
sdf avauableasst tothe OregonArmy
National Guard and Operation Endur-
ing Freedom.

NIFC gear bolsters communication

by Spc. Mary Jane Jacobsen
115th MPAD Staff

Oncethe J-6 team had their frequencies, theagency’s

TheNational Interagency Fire Center, located just out-
side Gowen Field, isaresource that most may not know
about. Thismulti-agency operation isthe communications
backbone between forward operations basesand thefield
in many incidents and disaster recovery operationsinthe
nation and abroad.

For Operation Bayonet Thrust 11, the agency hasbeen
atremendous asset as adependable communi cations net-
work in every aspect of the operation. During the planning
stages of the exercise, communicationsexpertsworkingin
the J-6 needed frequenciesthat could be used for the exer-
cise. NIFC provided the frequenciesto the J-6 along with
other vital communicationstools.

John Moulder, a telecommunications specialist at
NIFC’sIncident CommunicationsDivision, asssted the J-6
with thefrequenciesthey needed. Moulder tracksavailable
frequenciesthrough a sophisticated database and assigns
them to usersof the equipment.

telecommunicationsspecidist Mike Tuominen made surethey
had theright phonekits.

Tuominen guided theteam through selection of various
types of kitsand trained them on the setup. “NIFCisthe

See NIFC, Page 4

Photo by Spc. Mary Jane Jacobsen
Mike Tuominen identifies the location of the Joint Service Task Force

repeater station at Bennett Mountain on the large interactive flat panel
screen that is used to pinpoint incident areas to an exact grid coordinate.
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NIFC, from page 3 =—————
primary agency to provide state, fed-
era and other local agenciesthetech-
nica expertiseand theright equipment
and support for emergency assstance,”
sad Tuominen.

Search and rescue and fire man-
agement teamsthroughout the country
also usetheir resources. “Wealso pro-
vide private corporations and busi-
nessesthe support when they are spon-
sored by agovernment agency,” hesaid.

“Wehavetechnicd trainingonour
equipment about four timesayear; a
lot of agencies keep severa teams
trained, sowhenanincident arisesthey
order our equipment and they havethe
peoplein placetowork with theequip-

After Sept. 11, NIFC provided
communication kitsand personnel to
New York and Washington, D.C. The
agency hasalso provided much needed
communicationsequipment internation-
aly tocountriessuchasMongolia, Rus-
saandAfrica

Thelncident CommunicationsDi-
visonisafull-serviceagency whichin-

cludes 10 support branches, all of
which have many expertsin the com-
municationsand e ectronicsfields.

Atfirst glance, NIFC lookslike
just another warehousefull of crates,
boxes and equipment. There can be
8,000t010,000 hand-heldradiosinthe
communicationsbuilding a any given
time, according to Tuominen.

Kitscan be sent out quickly de-
pending on theincident and the needs
of the operation. Each kit consists of
10 boxes, each box iswater and dust
proof, highly durable and securewith
padding for safetransport of thecom-
municationsequi pmen.

Each kit includesacommunica
tionssystem that hasacommand tacti-
cal repester, logisticsrepester, 48 com-
mandtacticd radios, 16 logigticsradios,
an aircraft link kit and a satellite kit.
Operation Bayonet Thrust |1 isusing
threesuchkits.

All thisequipment needsalot of
mai ntenance. The agency’steam thor-
oughly checkseach unit before pack-
ing and shipping. When theteam recov-
ersitsequipment from anincident, it

spendstime cleaning the equipment,
repairingitif necessary, and maintain-
ing enough inventory inaready-to-is-
Sue state to support requests for de-
ployment to the field, whether for a
wildfiredigpatch or other man-madeor
natural incident.

“Our mainfocusiswildlandfire
suppression,” said Tuominen. “Our
equipment and personnel have been
dispatched on hurricaneand earthquake
recovery, floodsand anywherefedera
assistanceisrequired.”

Sincethisisthefirst timethat the
NIFC hasbeen utilized by the National
Guardfor training purposes, it appears
theequipment isadaptableto most any
Stuation according to Tuominen.

“Wehaveradioswith encryption
capabilitiesthat areused for drug inter-
diction,” said Tuominen. “ Thistypeof
radio would beideal for combat-type
gtuations”

Withthehd ping hand of theNIFC
to provide communications ass stance,
unitsare ableto usethisnew resource
to completemissonswhilestaying con-
nected with othersinthe operation.

Photo by Sgt. John Glover
Private First Class Rex Meyer checks out an approaching van during a bilateral negotiations mission. The Military Police company of the 41st Brigade

Combat Team participated in the the training which simulated the kind of talks between military and civil authorities in Afghanistan and Iraq.
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COMMO, from page 2

Communicationsspecidigstrans
fer messagesover radio, wireand wire-
lessdata. Thisinformation canrange
from satellite photographstransmitted
over computers to information from
military intelligence or weather fore-
casts, Whiteexplained.

Being awareof theweether isim-
portant to let pilots know what type of
conditionsawait themin an areaand
giveground troopstimeto preparefor
their combat environment, explained
OregonAir National Guard Tech. Sgt.
Michaedl Peticord, ameteorologist with
30yearsof military service.

Toimproveinter servicecommu-
nication, Whitewill giveclasseson op-
erating equipment, radio procedureand
network etiquette to meteorologists
from the 123rd Air Weather Flight,
IdahoAir National Guard.

The equipment used includesra-
dios, laptops, TA-312 phones and
switchboards. Withthevariety of equip-

Photo by Pfc. Micheal S. Gann

Sergeant Robert White, a signal support system specialist for the 45th Infantry Brigade, inspects an

automated net control device used to fill radios.

ment usedin thisline of work, about 90
percent of their timeisspent on main-
tenanceand training, explained White.

Thisyear’strainingwill cover us-
ingtheequipmentinared-world Stua

SCOUT, from page 2
Reconnaissance teams consist of a
sniper and spotter, aswell as apoint
man, who plots map points and does
therequiredland navigationtodignthe
team toward their required destination,
sad Blurton.

“We can always do more as a
team,” he said. “One person cannot
dowhat wedo.”

But missonsarenot dwayssetin
stone; Fenton said the scouts often en-
counter fragment orders, which areor-
dersthat deviateateam fromitsorigi-
nal mission. Theadjunct missionsre-
quire ateam to plan, prepare and re-
sourceto effectively completethelr new
field mission beforereturning to their
origind assgnmertt.

“We [need to] be prepared for
anythingthemissondictates,” said Sgt.
Cory Patterson, sniper for DeltaCom-
pany, 1-186th Infantry.

Another important mission of the
scoutsisacal-for-fire. Any timeascout

team comes across threatswhich can-
not bedliminated by direct fire, theteam
cancal for mortar support to eliminate
thethreats, said Blurton.

While scout teams do not travel
with thecompany they work with, they
require certain battalion assets. Each
scout element also contains its own
medic.

Not only doestheindividud have
to meet thecombat medic requirements,
these Soldiersalso train and perform
to scout standards, said Spc. Scott
Vigil, platoonmedicfor the1-162nd In-
fantry scouts.

A scout team does not accept
walk-ons. Scouts must be sharp and
havetheability to movebeyond smply
following ordersto develop Situations
and meet demandsway abovether pay
grade, said Fenton.

Each Soldier wishing to become
ascout must go through arigorous se-
ries of eventsto earn aposition as a
member of the dlite scout team.

tion, giving Soldiers hands-on experi-
enceand helping everyoneto improve
thelr skillsto ensure successin future
missions, concluded White.

Photo by Sgt. John Glover
Specialist Richard E. Milnes, an ammunition
bearer in Delta Company, 1st Battalion, 186th
Infantry, mortar platoon, hangs a round
during the live fire exercise held on the
Orchard Training Area as part of Operation
Bayonet Thrust II. Though hanging rounds is
normally the assistant gunner’s job, Milnes is
taking the opportunity to fire rounds as the
gun team structure is shifted to give Soldiers
an opportunity to train on other gun positions.

See the full story in the next issue.
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SFG, from page 1
improvised explosivedevices.

The Soviet weapons classesare
designed to prepare Soldiersfor what
typeof ordnancethey might encounter
inAfghanistan. They arebeing givento
approximately 50 Soldiersat atimeas
the 19th SFG rotatesthrough the bat-
tdions.

Daviesadthereareeght wegpon
systems studentswill becomefamiliar
with, from the AK-47 — owned in
nearly every Afghani household —to
theStinger missile.

However, students will further
study how to assemble, disassemble
and troubleshoot four weapon systems,
theAK-47,the RPK, aSoviet equiva
lent of the M-249 machine gun, the
RPG-2 and RPG-7.

Daviesaid, “I1t'sgood for themto
know how tofix and clear theweapon
atleast.”

Further ingructionwill begivenon
recognition of Soviet |landmines, muni-
tionsand surface-to-air missiles.

Scout Pvt. Trace Watts,

Reconnaisance Platoon, Delta Com-
pany, 1t Battalion, 186th Infantry, said
that thisyear, there seemsto be more
focuson scoutsand reconnai sance Sol-
diers.

Three scout platoonsfromthe 1st
Battalion — 186th, 162nd and 180th
Infantry Regiments — engaged in a
multi-day competition. Thecompetition
culminated in an exercise where the
scoutsperformedintelligence-gathering
and recon.

In addition to the competition,
Soldiersperformed live-fireexercises
with the M-24 Sniper Weapon System,
the Special Purpose Rifle and the M-
107 Barret Sniper Rifle.

Thegoal of theseexercisesisto
review skillsfor those with sniper ex-
perience and to impart some knowl-
edge to the Soldierswho have yet to
goto sniper school.

“Wehave someredly young Sol-
diersout herethat have had no sniper
experience. They’ vestayed positiveand
motivated,” Daviesad. “Everybody is
taking something out of this.”

Photo by Spc. Nick D. Wood
Master Sgt. Thomas Davie of the 19th Special
Forces Group reviews the logging of firing data
with shooter Pvt. Trace Watts.

Thecontinuoustraningadsodlows
for morein-depth coverage of subjects
thanispossibleat home station.

“We've touched on all the sub-
jectson drill weekends,” Watts said,
“[but] thetrainersherewent into more
detall.”

RANGE, from page 1
small arms, heexplained.

“Many Soldiershave never seen anything likethisbe-
fore, soweareteaching it tothem at acrawl, walk phase,”
said Salazar.

Hesaid hewould liketo makethe courselonger anda
bit more chaotic by incorporating tacticsinsurgentsarein-
creasingly using such as, threats on both s desof the convoy
and daisy-chained |EDs.

“Therearealot morethings| would liketo throw at
them out there, but dueto safety ontherangewearelimited
to how muchweareableto do,” said Salazar.

Dueto the complexity of therange, each convoy went
throughthreeiterationsonthelive-firerangetofirst familiar-
ize, then practiceand finally experiencethewholerange at
full combat force.

Oneadvantage of therangeisthe confidenceit builds
and the importance it places on muzzle awareness, said
Sdazar. It dsogives Soldierstheexperienceof carryinglive
ammunition and practicing shooting at moving and station-
ary targetswhiletheconvoy isintransit.

“1f the unit comes out here and does everything per-

fectly and dl they walk out of herewithisnothing morethan
confidenceinther wespons, their driversand their buddies,
thenwehavedoneour jobs,” said Salazar.

Accordingto Soldiersparticipatinginthelive-firerange,
itisthemost redistic training the unitshave seen.

“(Therange) isset upreally nicehere. It'sasredlistic
as you can get with the live rounds,” said Cpl. Nathan
Kimzey, DeltaCompany, 1st Battaion, 186th Infantry. “ The
Army doesn’t use [ pyrotechnics] that much anymore, so
anytimeweget to usethat, it helpsadd so much moreto the
redism.”

The course added new threatsfor Soldiersto deal with
which caused themto learn to react to the situations, said
Capt. Kelby McCrag, commander of Delta Company, 1st
Battalion, 186th Infantry. He said thetraining hel ps prepare
Soldiersfor contact with insurgentsand the expanded use of
commonplace objectsas|EDs.

“Thisisonestep closer toredism than anything we ve
done before,” said McCrae. “For my guys, | know they
loved having the opportunity to do alive-fireinamoving
convoy whilethetargetsare moving becausethat’ sexactly
what they will be asked to do when they aredeployed.”



FA]
Glover
Saff Sgt. Rick Holding, a military policeman in the British Territorial Army, keeps a careful watch
during bilateral negotiations between host unit’s platoon leader and a local police commander.
Holding is one of six soldiers from the United Kingdoms participating in the UK non-commissioned
officer exchange program during this year’s annual training. The Brittish Territorial Army is the
equivalent of our National Guard.

NBA and College baseball update

by Sgt. Clayton Jones
115th MPAD Staff

Afterlosingthefirst two gamesof
the NBA Finals, the Detroit Pistons
looked to be dead on the side of the
road, but then returned hometo beat a
suddenly cold San Antonio Spursteam
Tuesday and Thursday totiethe series
at two gamesapiece.

Detroit’'s102-71 Game 4 thump-
ing of the Spurs Thursday night wasa
team effort with seven Pistonsscoring
in double figures, led by Chauncey
Billups 17 points. Ben Walacefor the
second gamein arow played well for
the Pistons. He scored 11 points,
grabbed 13 rebounds, threeblocksand
threestedls.

San Antonio’s offense has
struggled mightily inthelast two games,
induding eght-timeall-gar Tim Duncan.
He has shot 10 of 32 and has scored
only 30 pointsin thelast two games.
Asateam, San Antonio shot 37.1 per-
cent from thefield and only 58.3 per-
cent fromthefree-throw line Thursday.

OSU loses CWS opener
Alateraly by top-ranked Tulane

ruined agreat pitching performance by
Jonah Nickerson as the Green Wave
beat the Beavers 3-1 in the opening
game of the College World Seriesin
Omaha, Neb., Saturday.

A seventh-inning two-out, two-run
doubleby Tulane (56-10) pinch-hitter
Scott Madden off of Nickersonruined
Oregon State' sfirst gameinthe CWS
in over 50 years. Nickerson went
seveninningsfor the Beavers(46-11)
and gave up seven hitsand two earned
runswhilestriking out four. It wasonly
hissecond loss of the season.

Oregon State’slonerun camein
the first inning when Andy Jenkins
grounded out to second and scored
Jacoby Ellsbury fromthird base. The
Beaverscouldn't muster anything after
that off of Tulanehurler Micah Owings,
who went seven inningsand gave up
four hitswhilestriking out four.

The Beaversplay today against
Baylor with theloser diminated.
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The MPAD
mission

compiled by the
115th MPAD Staff

Mobile PublicAffairs Detach-
mentsare deployable unitsand usu-
aly augment aJoint Information Bu-
reau, which isacombination of all
military branchesinvolvedinanop-
eration. Public affairsdetatchments
have many miss onsincluding acqui-
Sition (obtaininginformation), media
verification, identification and escort
and preparation of Soldierswho get
in front of the cameras to do press
conferencesand speak tothemedia.

The MPADswork withinfor-
mation operation cellsto help con-
trol the collateral damage of psycho-
logical operationshy telling thetruth
through timely, accurate rel ease of
information. Information operation
cellsfeed the detachmentsinforma-
tion so they can counter misinforma-
tion with thetruth. Mobile public af-
fairsdetachments paint an accurate
picturewhile protecting theintegrity
and mission security of the United
Satesmilitary.

The 115th MPAD isbased in
Salem, Ore. At full strength, the
MPAD is20 strong, with four offic-
ers and 16 enlisted soldiers. Unit
membersaretrained asbroadcast or
printjourndistsand public affairsspe-
cidistswhilehandlingthemany as-
pectsof public affairsoperations.

Copies of The Observation
Post areavailableonlineat:

http://www.oregon.gov/OMD/
AGPA/publications.shtml

For training material or to see
your Soldiersin print pleasee-mail
thefirst sergeant.

midned cummings@arngoamymil
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Afghanistan’srecent history isa
story of war and civil unrest. The So-
viet Unioninvaded in 1979, but was
forced towithdraw 10 yearslater by
anti-Communist mujahidinforces. The
Communist regimein Kabul collapsed
in1992.

Fighting that subsequently
erupted among thevarious mujahidin
factionseventudly helpedto spawnthe
Taliban, a hardline Pakistani-spon-
sored movement that fought toend the
“warlordism” and civil war that
gripped the country.

TheTaliban seized Kabul in 1996
and were ableto capture most of the
country outside of NorthernAlliance
strongholdsprimarily inthenortheast.

Followingthe Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, US, Allied, and North-
ernAlliancemilitary actiontoppledthe
Taliban for sheltering Osama Bin

Afghanistan’s history and language

Ladin. Inlate 2001, aconferencein
Bonn, Germany, established aprocess
for political recongtructionthat resulted
in the adoption of anew constitution
and presidential election.

OnOct. 9, 2004, Hamid Karzai
becamethefirst democratically dected
president of Afghanistan.

Coalition and Pakistani forces
continueto patrol remotetribal areas
to control the bordersand stem orga-
nized terrorist and other illegal cross-
border activities

Afghanistan hastwo major lan-
guages— theofficid languagesareAf-
ghan Persian, or Dari, spoken by 50
percent of the population and Pashtu
whichisspoken by 35 percent of the
population; another 30 languagesare
spoken throughout the country.

- Compiled fromthe CIA
world factbook

Commonly used
terms in Dari:
equipment edition

AK-47 —  Kdishnakov
belt— cummerbund
boots— boots
bullets— mar-me

green beret— col-eyesabs

helmet— col-eye-ah-knee
megazine—  char-kur
mortars— how-an
pants— zer-tun-bahn
shirt— der-a-she

deeping bag— cheer-o-kee
softcap—  col-eyepic-door
webgear — tg-e-zot

time measurements

hour — so-at
minute— de-ka
month— maw
year — sat
yesterday — de-ruz

Photo by Spc. Johnny R. Aragon
A Soldier from the Afghanistan National Army patrols the Shah Wali Ko District, while U.S. Army CH-47 Chinook helicopters provide support.



