Selected Bibliography for Historic Cemeteries
Books

Applegate, Shannon.  Life Among the Headstones: Life in a Country Cemetery.  New York: Thunder’s Mouth Press. 2005.


Shannon Applegate chronicles the events and history of a burial ground that holds both her ancestors and friends, but also the former residents of a nearby logging town.  It is intended to entertain the general reader, and gives a fresh look at the age-old institution of death and burial.


“Iconography on Headstones” in the appendix provides a good explanation of the symbolism of Victorian-era headstone motifs, and provides a list of symbols and a definition of their meaning.  

Bird,  Dean H., compiler.  Co-compiled by Stanley R. Clarke and Janice M. Healy.  Oregon Burial Site Guide. Available from Stoney Way LLC, PO Box 5414, Aloha, OR  97007-5414.  Cost: hardcover, $125; softcover, $90.


All articles are alphabetical by county.  Each county is cross indexed with primary, also know as (aka) and personal names.  There is a statewide index including all of the above.  Also included are: List of Tombstones’ symbols, Glossary, and Bibliography.


Articles include: Primary and also known as (aka) names; township, range and section; the appropriate USGS quadrangle map; directions to find the sites; and donation land claim information when available.

Keister, Douglas.  Stories in Stone: A Field Guide to Cemetery Symbolism and Iconography.  Salt Lake City: Gibbs Smith Publisher. 2004.


This book is a guide to the world of cemeteries, especially the language of symbols.  Besides informing us of names and dates of birth and death, the symbol on a marker often tells us something about the person’s religion, ethnicity, social membership, occupation, or thoughts on the afterlife.  

Stories in Stone has beautiful full-color photographs with accurate descriptions that illustrate the many symbols.  The first section of the book is devoted to types of gravemarkers, but most of the book is discusses the many different types of symbols and their meanings in categories such as flora, fauna, mortality, religion, and organizations.

King, Gregg G. with Susan Kosky, Kathleen Glynn & Gladys Saborio.  Michigan Historic Cemeteries Preservation Guide.  Published with the assistance of Charter Township of Canton, Ohio. 2004.

This is an excellent manual that outlines the preservation and conservation process in a step by step manner.  It offers chapters on organizing efforts, surveying and documenting, and conservation of the cemetery.  In addition, a chapter on management and maintenance assists in planning for the future care of the cemetery.  A final chapter offers suggestions for optimal utilization of the historic cemetery property.

There is also an appendix that offers documentation forms, readings, websites, and a glossary of terms.   Often varying levels of skills are required to perform cleaning, repair and documentation of a cemetery.  The guide provides an invaluable aid by identifying three levels:  Level one:  some training (workshops, on-site training or under the guidance of trained personnel; Level two:  experienced trained personal; Level three:  professional.
The manual is available on line:  www.michigan.gov/documents/hal_mhc_shpo_Cemetery_Guide_105082_7.pdf
Or it can be purchased through Canton Township Community Services, Historic District Commission, 1150 South Canton Center, Canton, MI 48188-1699.  The cost is $9.95 + $3.75 shipping.

Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo.  Your Guide to Cemetery Research.  (ISBN# 353313 70527)


This book has broad appeal both for the genealogical researcher to whom the book is directed, but also for cemetery advocates and history buffs.  The following website lists the Table of Contents which includes a description of each chapter, as well as the appendices.  https://secure.findagrave.com/store/products/cemeteryResearch.html
Meyers, Richard E.  Cemeteries and Gravemarkers: Voices of American Culture. 1989

This book is an examination of burial grounds through the centuries and across the land.  It gives fresh insight into the history of American and development of its cultural values.  It includes bibliographical references and an index.


Organizations


Association for Gravestone Studies.  278 Main Street, Suite 207, Greenfield MA 01301.  800-338-1926.  www.gravestonestudies.org.  Several excellent leaflets on cemetery preservation are available for a small charge.
Oregon Historic Cemetery Association.  PO Box 14895, Portland, OR 97293-0895.  e-mail: ohca@oregoncemeteries.org.  Established in 1992, this non-profit organization was formed to educate the public about our cemeteries and to protect our cemeteries and their records.  Their informative meetings and newsletter are well worth cost of membership.  
Chicora Foundation, Inc.  PO Box 8664, Columbia, SC 29202.  803-787-6910.  www.chicora.org.  Chicora Foundation also has a very active program in cemetery preservation.  Their mission is to help preserve cemeteries through recordation and research.  They also provide public workshops on the care and maintenance of cemeteries and their landscapes, and conservation treatments or repair of cemetery monuments and ironwork.

Preservation Inquiries

Heritage Programs, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department.  503-986-0671.  e-mail: heritage.info@state.or.us.  The Heritage Conservation Division can put those making inquiries about specific cemetery issues in touch with a historical architect, historian, archaeologist, or other cultural heritage and historic preservation experts.    
