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SUBMERGED CULTURAL RESOURCES UNIT 
REPORT AND PUBLICATION SERIES 

The  Submerged Cultural Resources Unit  (SCRU) was established in 1980 to conduct 
research on submerged cultural resources throughout the National Park System with 
an  emphasis on historic shipwrecks. One of the unit’s primary responsibilities is to 
disseminate the results of research to National Park Service managers, as well as the 
professional community, in a form that meets resource management needs and adds 
to our understanding of the resource base. A report series has been initiated in  
order to fulfill this responsibility. The following are the categories of reports that 
comprise this series. 

Submerged Cultural Resources Assessment 

First line document that consists of a brief literature search, an overview of the 
maritime history and the known or potential underwater sites in the park, and 
preliminary recommendations for  long-term management. It is designed to have 
application to GMP/DCP’s and to become a source document f o r  a park’s 
Submerged Cultural Resources Management Plan. 

Submerged Cultural Resources Survey 

Comprehensive examination of blocks of park lands �or the purpose of locating and 
identifying ;is much of the submerged cultural resources base as possible. A 
comprehensive literature search would most likely be a part of the Phase 1 report 
but, in some cases, rnay be postponed until Phase 11. 

Phase I--Reconnaissance of target areas with remote sensing and visual survey 
techniques to establish location of any archeological sites or anomalous features that 
rnay suggest the presence of archeological sites. 

Phase 11--Evaluation of archeological sites or anomalous features derived from 
remote sensing instruments to confirm their nature and, if possible, their 
significance. This may involve exploratory removal of overburden. 

Submerged Cultural Resources Study 

A document that discusses, in detail, all known underwater archeological sites in a 
given park. This may involve test excavations. The  intended audience is 
managerial and professional, not the general public. 

Submerged Cultural Resources Site Report 

Exhaustive clocurnentation of one archeological site which m a y  involve a partial or  
complete site excavation. The intended audience is pr in~ari lyprofessional and 
incidentally managerial. Although the document may be useful to a park’s 
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intcrprctive specialists because of its informrrtion contcnt, i t  would probably not be 
suitable foc gcnernl dk t i~ ibu t ionto park  visitors. 
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FOREWORD 

This I nonograph by JnInes Delgado and Stephen Haller is the first assessment level 
docunient in  the submerged cultural resources series of publications produced by the 
National Park Service. It should prove to be a useful working model for  land 
1iianai;ing agencies on a Federal or State level that wish to generate straight forward 
statements on what is known about a particular resource base without intensive 
study and what options exist for  exerting responsible stewardship over those 
resow ces. 

It is the second report of the series that was conducted through the cooperation of 
the Niitional Oceanic Atmaspheric Administration and the National Park Service. 
Subsuming under one cover the submerged cultural resource management concerns 
of two different types of Federal marine protected areas in the same region is a 
good practice both in a scholarly and an economical sense. Shipwrecks from certain 
portions of Point Xeycs National Seashore were intentionally not covered in this 
reporl because they are addressed elsewhere in  the series, specifically in  Number 1 
edited by Larry Murphy. DeIgado and Haller know their subject matter well and 
the reader will soon discover that besides an obvious competence the authors also 
bring a n  ini'ectious enthusiasm to their writing. 

Daniel J. Lenihan 

Chief, Submerged Cultural Resources Unit 

National Park Service 
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This  report is the first  nssessinent-level publication in  a series tha t  documents the 
submergeti cultural  1 c sou~~ccspresent within the boundaries of National Park Service 
areas, Nalionnl Marine SiiiiCtu;iries, and other niarinc-pr-otcctctl areas. It was 
ili~nflcdin 1086 i i r ic lc l  ;I nicmar-nndum of' understanding bctweeii the Gulf of the 
1:aiiilloiics National Mariiic Sanctuary onci Golden Gate  National Recreation Area 
(GGNR A). 

The  tidal and submerged lands within the two parks and inaririe sanctuary contain 

ayproximntely I 5  1 sliipwtecl;~. Of these, research indicates 41 lie solely within the 

jurisdiction of the Gulf of the Faralloncs National Marine Sanctuary, 78 lie solely 

within the jurisdiction of Golden Gate Natioml Recreation Area, and 32 lie solely 

within the jurisdiction of Point Reyes National Seashore. Many of these shipwrecks 

:ire i n d i v i d u a l l y  significant and potentially eligible for listing in the National 

Register of liistoric Places; as ;I s tudy  collcctiori, the group of shipwreclts is 

si g r i  i 1'i cant i11 (1ocu [ne11Li 11g ii11(1 :I ss cssiii 8 t t 1e progress io n oF ma 1-it ir n  e developinent 

aild activity ~issociaicdwith the port of S;in Fr'rnticisco 3 r d  its surrounding subports. 


Maritinic iirclicologicnl resea~-clihas beeii undertaken in the three arcas, 'I'his 
i n c l ~ ~ l c sdiscovery phase sirl-vcys, limitcd silt excavation, aad docuinmtation of 
eight sliiywrccks. 'l'hc activily to d:itc lias rcsultcd in the listing of three shipwreck 
sites 011 the Nalional Register of Historic l'laces. Serious threats to shipwreck 
~ C S O U I ' C C S  exist i n  thc t h i m  ;II-CLIS, inclutling National Register sites, including 
be:icli coIII b i 11 g , spo I't -d i vc r c oI I cc t i 11g , p ro fcssio11 a 1 salvage, and t reas LI re -hun t  i t i  g 

l ' liis report lists the particuiar.~of presumed "total loss" shipwrecks within tho t h e e  
arcas, assesses research and inanagcmcnt activities to date, discusses potential and 
nctual tlircats to thc resources, and recommends an extended program consisting of 
additional historical research, cornplete nondestructive archeological survey of the 
tidal and subaier-ged lands, limited on-site adieological survey of selected 
shipwrecks, the preparation of National Register nomiaations, a comprehensive 
program of exhibits, displays, iiiterpretive progrnms, and publications to enhance 
public appreciation of S U ~ I T I C I . ~ C ~culnirnl rcsoiirces and their management arid 
p Icscr v a t io 11, B rid t 11e es t a b I is11 iiien t o f I oca I i n - t i  o11se su b merged -cu It ural- ccsource 
m a1~ ge11-1e 11t t c2111s ;1n c l  it co I~SCI'V a t ioII t'n c i I i t  y . 



INTRODllJCTlUN 


Managers of National Park Service areas, and inore recently of National Marine 
Sanctuaries, has increasingly found it necessary to inventory, document, protect, 
preserve, and interpret submerged cultural resources. A variety of 
submerged-c.:ultural-resource surveys and vessel-specific archeological research 
projects hav:. been accomplished by  the National Park Service within the last 
decade, the most noteworthy being those of the National Park Service's Submerged 
Cultural Resource Unit, based in  Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

The  National Park Service has worked cooperatively with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration's Marine Sanctuary Program in three separate instances. 
Currently, the National Park Service is working with the NOAA to develop cultural 
resource ma iiagernent guidelines for marine sanctuaries. The Service is also closely
involved wilh NOAA in defining management and research strategies for the 
remains of TJSS Monitor, lying off the North Carolina coast. 

In 1985, the National Park Service and NOAA cooperatively performed a 
submerged-cultural-resource assessment and survey of selected areas within the 
boundaries of Channel Islands National Park and Channel Islands National Marine 
Sanctuary, California. The  first major cooperative effort of the two agencies, 
however, occurred in 1982- 1983, when the Submerged Cultural Resource Unit, 
Point Reyes National Seashore, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, the State of 
California, and NOAA conducted a Phase I Reconnaissance Submerged Cultural 
Resources Survey of portions of Point Reyes National Seashore and Gulf of the 
Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, California. 

The results of the survey were published in 1984. Included in the first volume was 
a chapter on "Losses of Major Vessels Within the Drakes Bay Survey Area," by 
David BulleI and James Delgado. That  section recounted the histories and 
shipwreck ef:ents of 15 vessels greater than 20 tons in waters f rom Double Point to 
Point Reyes (including all of Drakes Bay and the Point Reyes headland). Included 
in the two-volume report was a statement by SCRU Chief Daniel J. Lenihan 
regarding thl: Submerged Cultural Resource Unit Report and Publication Series, 
which listed various types of reports including a submerged cultural resources 
assessment. According to Lenihan, this type of report was a "first-line document 
that consists of a brief literature search, an overview of the rnaritiine history and 
the known or  potential underwater sites in the park, and pieliniinary 
recornmendal ions for  long- term management. Designed to have application for  
G[eneral]M[anagement]P[lans] ...to become a source document for the park's
Submerged C'ultural Resources Management Plan." The significance of the 15-vessel 
"sample" doc unented in the Reconnaissance Survey was a clear inspiration to 
complete the task through a Submerged Cultural Resources Assessment for  the entire 
managed ared of the Gulf of Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, which is 
contiguous wi th  Point Reyes National Seashore. 

Because a snlall portion of Golden Gate National Recreation Area is also included in 
the boundari32sof the National Marine Sanctuary, it was desirable to include the 
entire managed area of Golden Gate in this final report to link the three entitjes 
and provide a complete accounting of potential submerged cultural resources for  an 
unbroken stretch of coastline from Point San Pedro in the south to Bodega Head in 
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the nortli. Tlic area to be covcrctl would also include a large shipwreck 
coiiccntrnlioii a i  the cnlratice to San 1;rancisco l h y ,  a significant collcctioil of 
potential r~sourcesW i t  could not be ovcrlookcd. 

A nu~i iberof sliipwreck e\{ents listed i n  ;I variety of secondary histories were found 
to have been only partial losses o r ,  i n  soin1: caws,  to s imply  not be verifinblc 
through I-cliublc sources. 'I'tie wrecks listed in the assesslneiit are verified to have 
occui-1-cd in the project urea. I t  should be noted, Iiowevci~,that additional shipwreck 
events undoubtedly dirt take  plocc within the project area but were not recorded, or 
Iheir lacntiorls wcrc nut acc~ir;itelyplottcd; nccoiints of suclr shipwrecks may surface 
t h  ro iig I1 follow- u p  11istoricnl rcscarch t'ollowiiig archco log ical survey. 'i'he 1irn ited 
;irclicological rcscarcli oonclucted to date, tlie qiianlity or  number arid significant 
liisioricnl c o n t c x ~ sol' the  var ious  vcssels, tint1 the broad riingc of vessel types 
indicalc t l i ~ i ltlic I>rojcct i i rC i1  contains ii significant archcological study collection 
worthy 0I'its ~~:ilioii:iliyiiiiiiliie si:ifiis within 11 Nat iona l  Mariiic Sanciuary and two 
uilits ol' llie Nntional I+i r l<  S y s t C i n .  'I'lic utiiiost cautiorl in  i~iailngcriicntand 
i 11110 1)a L i e a IT 11 co I oi: i c;i 1 I cch 11 i (111e sho 11Id bc f oI 1  owed in or d  c1. to 11 1-0 tcct , preserve, 
SttIdy, i i n d  inlcrprel  ~ h c s cshipwrecks for  i 'u i  tire genera~ioils.  
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GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT 

Stephen A, Haller 

Location 

This report describes all of the known shipwrecks that occurred within the present 
boundaries of the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, and Point Reyes National Seashore. 

The Sanctuary includes waters adjacent to the coast between Bodega Head, south to 
Rocky Poinl: (south of Stinson 3each), and offshore to the Farallon Islands, and 
encompasses approximately 948 square nautical miles, The coastal boundary follows 
the mean high tide line and the seaward limit of Point Reyes National Seashore. 
From Bodega Head to the Point Reyes headlands, the sanctuary extends six nautical 
miles offshore, includes the waters within 12 nautical miles of the Farallon Islands 
and Noonday Rock, as well as the area between the islands and the mainland from 
the Point Rq.:yes headlands to Rocky Point; it also embraces Drakes, Bodega, 
Tomales, and Bolinas Bays, and Bolinas Lagoon. 

The  coastal boundary of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area follows a line 
one-quarter mile to seaward of the mean low-water line, beginning about one mile 
south of the northernmost point of the Stinson Beach sandspit, arid continuing south 
to Point Bonita, then east to Point Cavallo, then north to the boundary of the city
of Sausalito. South of the Golden Gate, the coastal boundary begins at the Hyde 
Street Pier, t:xtends westward to Fort Point, and continues southward, until i t  ends 
at the San h"ateo county line. 

En v  i ronmen 1 

The study aiea is located on the middle part of the CaIifornia coast, approximately
between latilude 38' 18" N and 37' 40" N. Noted geographer George Davidson, in 
his work &;:ific Coast Pilot ..., describes the area: 

The great indentation of the coast of California between Point San 
Pedros ...and Paint Reyes...has been very aptly described by one of the 
old Spanish navigators as the Gulf of the Farallones. This designation 
almost describes the islands that mark its western limit. The coast line 
in the deepest part  of the gulf, where the mountains are nearly a 
thousand feet high, has been ruptured where the Golden Gate gives 
connec:tion between the Pacific Ocean and the Bay of San Francisco. 

The  commerce of the world enters the Golden Gate, and the Bay of San Francisco 
affords the finest and most commodious harbor on the Pacific coast of the United 
States. Fron: its discovery it has commanded the admiration of navigators, and 
since the wonderful rise of California Iins welf sustained its reputation. Its 
geographical position, great area and depth of water, its noble entrance and bold 
shores; the Sacramento and San Joaquin and their tributaries draining the rich 
agricultural valley of California and the auriferous slopes of the Sierra Nevadas; the 
magic cities iapon its  shores, and the salubrity of its clirnate--al[ these conditions 
have conspircd to make i t  emphatically the Port of the Pacific. [ l ]  



I'lie re g i o11a 1 w e  a t 11e 1- pa I t  er 11 i s a h4cd i I c rr a tiea t i  cli111 ;i t L? , c 11 R ra ct cr ized by two 
sciisons. A warin,  d r y  season inl;ind stretches f r o m  April  to October, and  is 
cliaracteriz.ed neat' thc const by pi'evailiag northwest winds tha t  coiiileiise as they 
blow m a s s  cold offshore wntcrs and  so cause n belt of fog to form thcre and 
rciiieiii for  days iit a time. A sciisoii of more cliaiigeable wccitlier begiris arouiid 
Novcniber and continues u n t i l  April .  During this period the temperature is 
pc11crill1p coldc 1' , a 1t hoti gh st i I I mode ra tc , a 11d rni 11storms wit ti sout her1y winds occur 
regulnrly,  followcd by periods of riiiltl and sunny  wentlicr. 
< -I he California Currcnt ixiis soiithwiird along t h e  coast, carrying cold waters from 
Al:isl;a i n t o  the at-en, in coiilrast to the W ~ I ~ I I I C ~waters far-thcr- offshore. This 
contrast contribtitcs greatly to the foggy conditions so cliarncteristic of 'the region's
s i i m w r s ,  \Yiilcr tcmpcr-atutxs in thc ~ir 'catypicatly range  from 60 degrees 
Fahrcnlreit diiring the sumliiet- months,  and 46 io 50 dcgrecs in the winter-. 

Tlic entire s t u d y  iirca is thus subject to prevailing northwcstcrly winds  that blow 
from thc oce;iti toward the s1ior.c niid grcn'ily increasc tlic Iiaz;ird of iinvigation along 
t h e  coast, because a n y  vcsscl out of coritrol will be blown toward the shore rather 
t t in i i  o u i  to S C : ~ .  The co:islIinc is equally exposed wlicn winter storms blow in 
soutticrly winds, I - i ~ ~ n u s e(S:in irnncisco Day excepted) there are no safe deepwater 
;i1~choriigcsp r ~ t ~ c t e dt'Iolli th : i t  direction wilhi i i  the study ~ I Y X I .  Sliallow, restricted 
:inchoring plticcs f o r  sIn:illcr c r a f t  are located at Dodega i h y ,  'I 'o~nalcsBay, 111-akcs 
t h y ,  and  ilolinas l h y .  
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The earliest local source of building material was the forested slopes of Mount 
Tarnalpais. :Lumber from mills providing both cordwood for fuel and sawn wood 
for  construction was shipped on small schooners from locations at Corte Madera on 
San Francisco B3ay and in Bolinas Lagoon. Produce and dairy products to feed the 
region's growing population were shipped from Bolinas Bay and the Point Reyes 
area at Drakes Estero. 

As the San 1':rancisco Bay Region matured, maritime commerce grew 
correspondingly. The grain and lumber trades were in response to, and revolved 
around, the region's rich natural resources. Passenger routes developed along the 
coast and to  points across the Pacific and around the world. These subjects are 
addressed in the Historical Overview section of this report. 

NOTE 


George Davidmn, Pacific Coast Pilot (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1889) p .  121.  
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HlSTORlCAt CONTEXTS OF VESSELS WRECKED IN THE 
PROJECT AREA 
James P. DeIgado 

Introduction 

The historic;il record indicates 151 vessels lost in the project area. The project area 
includes the coast and open waters from Bodega Head in  the north to Point San 
Pedro in the south, the waters surrounding the Farallon Islands, the San Francisco 
Bay shoreline from Fort Mason to Fort Point, and the waters to one-fourth-mile 
offshore f rom Alcatraz Island. The activity of these vessels at the time of their loss 
clearly indicates the variety of maritime trade and commerce on this coast, and in 
particular it highlights the busy activities of the Port of San Francisco. From 1849 
through the early decades of the twentieth century, San Francisco was the most 
important American port on the Pacific. The majority of its shipwrecks date f rom 
this period, although the chronological span of the wrecks runs from 1595, when the 
Spanish Manila galleon Sari Agustin was lost at Drakes Bay, to 1986, when the 
'70-foot fishing trawler Jack Jr. was hit and sank off Point Reyes. 

Maritime Development on the Pacific Coast, 1542-1945 

The Spanish conquest and set tkment  of Mexico in the first quarter of the sixteenth 
century opened the Pacific Ocean to Spain's mariners. By the mid-sixteenth 
century, voyages of exploration had probed northward along the California coast 
and west across the Pacific to the Orient. In 1542, a n  expedition led by  Juan 
Rodriguez C'abrillo, a veteran of the Mexican conquest, "djscovered" California's 
shores. Cakrillo was followed by other explorers, including Pedro de Unanieno, 
who opened a trade route between the Philippines and Mexico in 1565, allowing 
Spain to f ina l ly  realize Columbus' dream of a new trade route with the Iiidies. 
English freebooter Francis Drake challenged in 1579 the concept of the Pacific as a 
"Spanish lake" by making a bold piratical foray into the Pacific and landing and 
careening his ship, Golden Hind, on the California coast. The  California shore was 
a frequent sight f o r  the crews of the annual "Manila galleons" tha t  sailed between 
Manila and Acapulco i n  Unameno's wake; a prominent landmark f o r  voyagers was 
the Punta de 10s Tres Reyes (Point Reyes). It was to Point Reyes that one of the 
Manila captains, Sebastian Rodriguez Cermeno, was sent in 1595 to chart the coast 
for  a suitable harbor. Cermeno lost his ship, Snn A m s t i n ,  when she dragged ashore 
in a gale while a t  anchor in  Drakes Bay. Explorer Sebastian Vizcaino sailed up the 
California coast in 1602, landing a t  Monterey Bay and stopping briefly at Drakes to 
see what coitld be salvaged from San Agustin. His visit was the last in the region 
for  more than a century. 

The  entranc: to San Francisco Bay had eluded various explorers sailing along 
California's shores, largely because of the narrow harbor entrance at the Gulden 
Gate, the masking influence of the east bay foothills in the background, and the 
redundant caution of the early mariners, who sailed well out to sen past the 
Farallones to avoid shipwreck. Ironically, the Bay was finally discovered by a hi id  
expedition in 1769. As part of ;1 northward thrust d u r h g  the initial effort to 
colonize California, troops under the command of Gaspar de Portola overshot their 
destination, Monterey, and stumbled onto San Francisco Bay. Other larid 
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expeditions In 1770, 1772, 1771, a n d  1775 skirled tlie fringes of the bay arid 
discovered tlic Goldcn Gate, arrd in August 1T15,  the f i rs t  l iuropean vessel, a. 
Spanish frigate named San Ciirlos, sailed ihrougli the Golden Gate and charted the 
bay's waters. ?'he Spaniards considered tlre settlement arid deferisc of tlie bay 
essential, and in 1776 they cstablisheci ii presidio aiid iirission at  the fu ture  site of 
Snn Eritncisc~,as the northernmost limit of Spanish imperial expansion in  North 
America. Soon supply ships Iregan making irregular voyages to the Golden Gate. 

The ycars of Sgailisli and Mcxican liegemony in California (1769- 1846) saw 
increasing numbers of vessels arriving on the California coast to engage in  the 
sea-otter f u r  trade, smuggling, and the legal trade of Cliiiia ~ o o d sin cxcfiririge for 
Ctiliforiiia's abundant hides arid t:illow froin i-lie vast: herds of cattle kept at various 
private rnnclios. 'I 'he boomiiig nature o r  the hide tradc gave rise to a iiew port in 
1835, when naturnlizctl Mexican oitizcri William A .  I<iclx~rdsoii,foriilcrly a British 
ni:iriner, foundcd the settlement of Yerba I3ucna on the Sati 1:r;incisco peninsula. 
I<icliariIson's Yci-ba I h ienn  was a smnll b u t  busy hide-trading town, and had giown 
to :i village 01' :i few l i u i i d m l  by 1846, wlicri war betweeii the Uiiited States and 
hilexico comiionced. Ycl-ba 13~1cnawas n11 enrly Amcr-ican prizc of the Mexican 
Wnr, a n d  in I 8 4 7  W:IS rcnniiicii "San l7r.:incisco" by its Yankee militni'y-~ppoineed 
alcnldc (Illnyor). 

With the discovery of gold i n  CaIifornia in 1848,  the pi-iiilacy of Sari k'riiiicisco ;IS 
the pt-incip:il port 011 the West Coast was confir-nied, as thousands of vessels inade 
their way to San Francisco a s  part of thc Gold l i u s l ~Hecause of' tlie protection of 
the grcnt i n l and  harbor, tlic bny provcd to be a relatively safe Iiavcn fo r  the vessels. 
111 addiiion, the great rivers that  pierced Calit'oi-ilia's interior drained into the bay, 
providing casy waterborne iicccss to thc Sierra f'oothills--and the gold "diggin's." I n  
rcsponsc to Ihc Gold Rush trarfic, S a n  Francisco became a major  metropolis, atid as 
llic princip:il port ,  i t  bccnrir~the ancliorngc for  hundreds of vcsscls and B way 
station for goods bouiid foI lhc gold fields. 'I'hc I'acit'ic Coast, otherwise isolated 
froin 111~rest of the world iinliI t he  coiiiplctiaii 01' tile tl-nnscontii~cntalrailr-oird in 
1869, tlcp~niicclon ships 21s the connecting l i n k  wi th  civilizaiiori, bririgirig raw and 
ma i i t i  fact urcd goods, i 111111 igra 11f s , ii nd ca [Ii t n  I. 



schooners proved to be the backbone of West Coast shipping, many making the 
transition from lumber to general cargo. As old wooden ships were retired, new 
steel steamers were pressed into service by the same companies that had originally 
carried lumber. Hence, into the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, new freighters carried on 
the tradition alongside a few hardy wooden veterans of days gone by. The 
freighters al!;o ultimately replaced the large wood, iron, and steel sailing ships that 
had carried goods from Europe, South America, and the Orient in exchange for  
California products. 

The transportation of people by sea to California peaked between 184s and 1869 as 
the initial boom of Gold Rush migration continued. More than 500,000 persons 
were carried to and from San Francisco by the Panama steamers of the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company and their competitors. Coastal steamers carried passengers from 
San Francisco to intermediate ports, such as San Diego, Santa Barbara, Monterey, 
Eureka, Portland, and Seattle, while smaller shallow-draft river steamers linked San 
Francisco with Sacramento and the other cities in California's heartland. The  steam 
schooners developed in the 1880s f a r  the lumber trade also carried passengers to and 
from the nu~neroussmall lumber mill towns and ports, 

By the 1860s, the Pacific Mail, and soon thereafter other companies, began regular 
trans-Pacific service, opening San Francisco to trade and a massive influx of 
migration from Asia. As the transcontinental railroad and coastal railroads linked 
California and the Pacific Coast with the rest of the United States, the emphasis on 
passenger shjpping shifted to the trans-Pacific routes and luxury recreational 
cruises, which continue to this day despite air travel. 

Smaller craft also made important contributions. The bay and the waters of the 
Pacific were harvested fo r  food, and large fleets of fishing vessels based at San 
Francisco, Monterey, and other ports soon became a frequent sight along tlie coast. 
From the junks  of Chinese �ishermen to the feluccas of Mediterranean immigrants, 
and finally to the Monterey boats and tlie trawlers of more modern times, fishing 
craft remained through the decades as important participants in  the maritime 
industries of the San Francisco region. 

The  decline of Atlantic whaling grounds and the rise of San Francisco opened the 
Pacific Coast to America's w h a h g  fleet, and by the 1880s San Francisco was the 
undisputed whaling capital of the United States. Dozens of whalers sailed and 
steamed from San Francisco each year for  the North Pacific and Arctic whaling 
grounds. The last outpost of American whaling, a shoreside facility in Richmond, on 
San Francisco Bay, closed in the 1970s. Elsewhere on San Francisco Bay, small 
two-masted "scow schooners" were the workhorses of the bay, carrying oyster 
shells, hay, produce, and lumber to market from mudflat harbors and estuaries. 
Recreational craft boomed even in the difficult conditions of San Francisco Bay, 
and fleets of yachts appeared in the 1870s; today they are largely the masters of the 
bay. 

Technology brought new fleets of vessels into service. The rich oil fields of 
California spawned many oil companies. The development of processing facilities 
on San Francisco Bay insured the harbor's continued use even though the other 
oil-rich harbors in Southern California ended San Francisco's primacy. Beginning i n  
the 1920s, oil, gasoline, and kerosene tankers became increasingly numerous on the 
Pacific Coast as they made their way to and from San Francisco, Sa11 Pedro, and 
Ventura. As the need for larger cargoes increased, larger and more complex tankers 
were built, culminating in the supertankers of modern industry. Few of the older 
tankers are srill in service. While older tankers were being replaced by more modern 
vessels, a revolution in cargo handling doomed the alder bulk freighters. 
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Conta iner iza t ion  spelled [lie end to San Francisco’s active port aiid ilisiired tile 
success of OoItLend. Now, Lankcrs, cont:iiiicr ships, yachts,  and f ishing boats, and 
a n  occasioI1iiI visit ing naval vcsscl a re  the usual iienizeris of Sail  Fixiicisco Bay’s 
w;I t CI’S . 

Isaac Reed, 1924 

Joseph ,  1880 

*Lii;.ic 13ct&, 1891 

M:trin, l S G i  

M o r n i n g  IJiglQ, 1568 

Miltileon, 1931 

j’alnllcl, IS87 

R .  11. I t i n i s ,  1909 

Schah Jehu ,  1867 

Surauiia,  1859 

Shooting Star, 1861 

U11narned scow 

+Valentine hlviso, 1883 

W C S ~ C I  Shor C,  1878
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Pacific Coast Lumber Trade, 1850-1936 

Aimer,  1871 

Albion River, 1903 

American Boy, 1890 

A n n  Perry, 1865 

13essie Everdine,, 1888 

Coos Bay, 1927 

]laisv Rowe, 1900 

Ilrumburton, 1904 
Ilublin, I882 
I-E l k ~ ,1881 

Eureka, 1902 

Fourth of Julv, I878 

George Louis, 1882 

13. L. Rutgers, 1868 
--,Ilanalei 1914 

*Hartwood, 1929 

J .  E. Haskins, 1874 

Jenny Ford, 1864 

doseghine Wilcutt, IS72 


Whaling 

Atlantic, 1886 

Fishing and Sealing 

Acalin, 1934 
-Allesandro, 1874 
Comer Oueen, 1903 
Corona, 1924 
Eliza, 1871 

Transpacific Passenger and Cargo 

ICity of New York, 1893 
-City of Rio de  Janeiro, 1901 

Coastal Passenger Trade 

-City of Chester, 1882 
Granada,  1860 
-Helen W. Almy, 1899 

Tugs and Marine Salvage 

-Dolphin, 1890 
Rescue, I874 

Kine, Philip, 1878 
Louis, 1907 
Melvina, 1868 
"Nahumkeag, 1867 
NeDtune, 1900 
-Pet, 1888 
Polaris, 1914 
Porno, 1913 
Rachel, 1895 
Samoa, 1913 
RePorter, 1902 
Two Brothers, 1883 

Volunteer, 1906 

W. H. Gawley, 1880 

'William Ackmann,  1883 

William F. Witzemann, 1907 

William Frederick, 1887 

William L. Beebe, 1884 

Yosem i te, 1926 

H. L. Tiernan,  1882 

San Domenico, 1940 

*Shasta, 1936 

Three Sisters, 1929 


Kona ,  1980 

Labouchere, 1866 

Lucas, 1858 

Prince Alfred, 1874 


Samson, 1895 



I... .. .............. ........ ... . 
~ . . ~ ........~.- ~~ ~ . . 

Oliionn, 1937 

Oliver Cutts, 1668 

Sen Nynrpti, 1863 

Warrior- Queen, 1874

-II__ 

%cnohin, 1858 

CnIi f o 1%11 i a C I’ i i  i 11 ‘I’ri t  d c 

Viscata, 1868 

l’iierio Rican, 1985
* 1: ichf icld, 1930 

.I’:i t Iif i nclc r ,  1914 

Naval aiirl M i l i t a r y  Aclivi tics 

13ct i  e w  1c 11cc , I 950 
1 Icnry 13Ct.E tl, 1944 
Novick, 1863 

“Iliscusscd previously ia SuI)mcl.gcd Crdu~:aIResources Survey: Portions of Point 
Reyes National Scnslioi-c a n d  I’oint I:_eycs- Farellon Islands National Marine 
Snnctuai*y, edited by I m r y  Murphy (Submcrgcd Cultural Resources Unit, 1984). 
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Observations on the Significance of Vessels Wrecked in the Project Area 

Historical contexts significant in the progression of United States, and specifically
far Pacific Coast maritime history, have been identified for  the majority of the 
vessels discussed in this report. The details of the careers and construction of many 
of these vessels indicate potential significance for  most under the criteria of the 
National Register of Historic Places, should sufficient archeological integrity be 
present at the wreck site. While a more detailed discussion of significance will be 
found in the section of this report dealing with Management Recommendations, it is 
important to note that significance is more than the historical contexts and integrity 
of individuz.1 shipwreck sites; rather, the arrangement of the vessels in various 
contextual groups strongly underscores the significance of the 151 shipwrecks in the 
project area as a group of study collections. With several examples of certain types
of vessels--vessels engaged in a specific historical event or trade, and vessels whose 
type developed through time--research questions could be developed for the study 
of several wrecks in order to better quantify the construction techniques and form 
of the American clipper ship. Possible study collections present in the project area 
include: 

Gold Rush Wrecks: Cornelius W. Lawrence, Tennessee, Samuel S. Lewis, Caroline 
Amelia, Abtxdeen, Marshall, Petersburg, Oxford, Tagus,  Robert Henderson, Mersep, 
San Francisca. 

Extreme and Medium Clipper Ships: San Francisco, Golden Fleece, Sea Nvmph, 
Noonday, F r a n k  Jones, Kina Philip. 

Early Screw Steamers: Samuel S. Lewis, Prince Alfred,  Labouchere, Novick, Citv of 
-3Chester -City of Rio de Saneiro. 

Development of the West Coast Steam Schooner: William Ackmann, Aberdeen, 
I_ Rartwood, Hanalei, Samoa, Yosemite.Porno, 

Early Steam Tankers: Frank H. Buck, Lyman Stewart, Richfield. 

Iron and Steel-Hulled Sailing Ships: Viscata, Lammermoor, Francok Comee, 
Gi f ford ,murnbur ton , Had d i ng ton sh i re. 

Early Twentieth Century BuIk Freighters: Ohioan, Munleon, Coos Bav. 
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SUBMERGED CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
ACTIVITIES 

James P. Dclgado 

Historical Research 

Considerable historical research into shipwrecks located within the Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area,  Point Reyes National Seashore, arid the Gulf of the 
Farallones National Marina Sanctuary has been conducted since 1978. T h e  creation 
of park reference files for  shipwrecks in GGNRA was accomplished in 1980, with 
files of primary and secondary source materials and photographs being maintained 
in the park historian's office at  tlie GGNRA headquarters at Fort Mason, San 
Francisco. In the course of research, some vessels have been the focus of 
considerable research effort; not surprisingly, these are usually vessels that have 
been or are expected to be the focus of archeological documentation activity. The 
shipwrecks extensively researched to date have been SS Tennessee, Kina  Philip, 
Neptune; c i t v  of New York, Citv of Rjo de Janeiro, Frank 14. Buck, Lvman 
Stewart, Samuel S. Lewis, San Agustin, Atlantic,  C. W. Lawrence, Oxford,  arid 
Golden F l e e ! .  FiIes fo r  these shipwrecks in some cases include merchant-vessel 
documentation records, logbooks, passenger diaries and accounts, newspaper and 
official reports of the wreck event, plans, and photographs. Of particular note was 
the cataloguing of manuscript plans f rom the Union Iron Works collection a t  the 
National Maritime Museum, San Francisco, for  the tankers Lvrnari Stewart and 
Frank FT. R u c k ;  the preparation o f  a master's thesis on the history and  archeology of 
SS Tennessee; and the publication of articles pertaining to the history of C. 11'. 
Lawrence and Tennessee in  the American Neptune. Historical accounts of' some 
shipwrecks in GGNRA were published in 1983 in conjunction with the National 
Maritime Mhseurn exhibit  "Shipwrecks of the Golden Gate," and brief histories of 
three wrecks and a guide to visible shipwrecks in GGNRA were pubIished in the 
Winter 1986 issue of The  Park, the illustrated newsletter of tlie Golden Gate  
National Parks Association. 

Archeological Research: SS Tennesqee 

Maritime alcheological research in the region began in 1980 with the remains of SS 
Tennessee a t  Tennessee Cove in  the Marin County portion of the Golden Gate  
National Recreation Area. In August 1980, GGNRA Park Archeologist Marcin 
Mayer and GGNRA Park Historian James Delgado performed a \valking survey of 
Tennessee Cove beach af ter  a late su~iinierstorm. The crosstail f rom Tennessee's 
engine was located partially buried 2t the south end of the narrow 400-yard-long 
beach. Sand was hand-troweled a w a y  to expose the crosstail for photographs and 
measured drawings. On January 14, 1981, a survey of 1he beach was conducted 
with hand-held metal detectors. Two concentrations of buried metal objecrs in the 
immediate vicinity of tlie crasstail i n  the surf zone of the beach were noted and 
recorded. 

Based on this work, tlie site was noiiiiriated to the National Register of Historic 
Places in February 1981. Subsequently "Shipwreck Site a n d  Remains, SS Tennessee" 
was placed in the National Register on April 15, 1981. Following the listiilg of the 
property, several visits to monitor artifact exposure during seasonal winrer-beach 
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erosion werc made i n  198 I - 1982. 111 carIy 198 1 iiiore th:in 400 ariifacts were 
exposed 011 tlic beach fo l lowing  ;I mnjor  flooding episode t h a t  caused I'eIiriesscc 
Creek to wash much of the beach sand into the cove. In 1:ebrii;iry 196 1 R volunteer  
crew of ai.clicologisls f r o m  ltic College oi' Maria arid the Miwok Al-clicological 
I'reserve of' Marin worked iindcr Nationnl Park Scrvicc supervision to rccord a n d  
rc i i iove 230 loose ar t i fac ts  from the exposed shingle substrnla of the beach. 'ilie 
recovered nrtifncts were cleaned, catalogued, a n d  placed it1 passive desalinization. 
O f  the 230 artifacts recovered, 49 (23%) werc detclmincd to bc froin SS 'i'ennessce, 
including nine wrought-iron d r i f t  bolts, 13 picccs of cast-iron treads a n d  a walltway 
from the eng ine  roo~i i ,five parts of cast  and  wrought-iron iuacliiner.y, 16 iron ship 
spilics, and nine brass boat nails. 
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is heavily built up by accretion of sand from the cove. At least one sport divcr has 
mentioned swimming through an area of large metal objects, pipes, and shafts in  the 
cove. Unfortunately, the cove is a sniall opening on a steep rocky coastline open to 
the Pacific swell, and is an  extremely high-energy environment. Underwater 
activity to date has been rare and limited. 

To  aid in the research of Tennessee, a non-profit organization, the SS Tennessee 
ArchaeoIogical Project, Inc., was organized by volunteers led by archaeology student 
Robert L. Bennett of San Rafael. Incorporated in 1982, the Tennessee Project 
performed several functions: organizing volunteer survey efforts at the site, 
conducting a successful public relations campaign which included public lectures, 
drafting a research design to guide future arclieological work, and generating 
sufficient funds through private donations, grants, and sales of project T-shirts to 
fund  historical research. The Tennessee Project terminated in 1987. 

Environmentally Exposed Shipwreck Rernai~is:Rodeo Lagoon, Neptune, Porno, and 
Ring: PhiliajReaorter 

In  late December 1982, the remains of a wooden vessel were exposed by 
storrn-induced winter-beach erosion a t  the base of the cliffs at  Fort Fumtori, south 
of Ocean Beach in Golden Gate National Recreation Area. The  remains present at 
the site consisted of one large piece of hull structure, 48.5 feet long arid 7.6 feet 
wide, which represented a starboard portion of the hull running f rom midships a f t  
to the stern. This portion included the hull from the turn of the bilge to a point 
just below the sheerstrake; the remairis of a hold-beam-shelf were noted near the 
aftermost end. The  vessel was iron-fastened and constructed of Douglas fir. 

On December 26 and 27, 1982, the hull portion, which was partialIy filled with 
wave-washed boulders and shingle, was hand-excavated by Historian Delgado and 
volunteer archeoIogists Greg Brown, Rebecca LaFontaine, and Robert Bennett, to 
expose the ceiling pIanking. The hull was divided into 10-foot-square units and 
mapped; a photographic mosaic of the hull  was also prepared. A clinch-bolt and 
treenail were removed for  analysis, as well as timber samples from the outer hull 
planking, frames, and ceiling. After the photographic and measured documentation 
was completed on December 27, the hull was filled with boulders and sand to 
rebury i t  on site. Subsequently, a landslide buried the remains deeply under sand 
from the cliffs above. 

Analysis of remains determined the vessel to have been about 100 by 30 feet, 
two-masted, of Pacific coast construction and late nineteenth century origin. 
Historical accounts indicated two vessels lost i n  the area; one of those, the 
two-masted schooner NeDtune, was ultimately determined to be the source of the 
vessel remains. Neptune, built in 1882 at Eureka, California, was 106 by 30 by 8.6 
feet, a near match for the estimated dimensions of the hull associated with the 
vessel remains. The remains were designated California Archeological Site 
CA-SFr-107H; a project report was prepared and published in 1983, and a revised 
version of the report was published in Historical Archaeolom~,Volume 20, in  1986. 

A winter storm in March 1983 uncovered the partial remains of another wooden 
vessel on the sand spit of Rodeo Lagoon in the Marin headlands of Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area. A piece of oak sternson (approximately 36 inches by 36 
inches with an attached fragment of inner sternpost and fragments of outer h u l l  
planking, with brass fastenings and stubs of copper sheathing nails) was in the 
process of being stripped by park visitors whcn a park maintenance worker removed 
the piece to safekeeping in the Marin Headlands Maintenance Yard. The piece was 







I n  1982 and  1983 the first in:ijor stib~iiergett--cirltlll.al-i~eso~ircemanagement activities 
on thc Pacific Const com~i ie i icc t~with ii  j o in t  1irojcct of the Nat iona l  Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Adininislratioii a n d  tlic National l9ii.k Service to survey portions of the 
1%i 11 t Kc yc s-Fa I X  110 11 lsla nd s Na t ioi i a l  M win c Saiic t ~i: i1. y a ~d Poi 11t R cyes Nn t ioria I 
Scashorc for  undeiwc~tcrcultural ~ n a t e r h l ,  ?'he project: was directed in all plrases by 
Ilanicl 6. Lcnihan, chief of' N W s  Submerged C h i t u r d  Rcso~ii*ce7Jnit ,  with 
i 111eI'ngc 11cy coord i na t io11 p 1'0 v i dccl I> y W est e r t i  I< cg i o11 a1 A rc tico I og ist Roger K el I y . 
The project: was Inniiricd by pcrsonnel f rom SCR11, Point Kcyes National Seilsliore, 
Golden Gate Nntional Jiccrc;itinn Area, the 1J.S. Coast Guard and United States 
Gea1ogic:il Survey, as well ns \Tolunteeix, ptivale consulting archeologists, and 
tech t i  i c ia 11s. 

'l'hc rcniniris of l i v e  siiipwrccked vcsscls were disclosed, including two tha t  were 
protruding above the w;iter surface. l ' h e  steiilii schooners Sh:lsta, I'OIIIO, arid 
I Inrtwood were located, :IS was the fr-cjghter M tinlean iind t h e  tanker  I<ichfield. 
Poino's triplc-cxpansion steiiin engirie and  Slinsrn's boilct-s are visible a t  law tide iri 
I h k c s  h y .  l'hc third field scssioii in  1983 mappccl the wreckage scattcr of 
hiltinlcon, as wcll a s  a scliooiicr Inndiiig i n  Ih-akes Lstero. Six anomaly clusters weIc 
re-investigated with ncgativc I'inclitij:s, a n d  bi.ief recoiinaissiiiicc dives were niade oil 
t'omn, which disclosed some iiilact, wooden 1iu11 structure bciieath the engine, and 
011 Riclificld, which was found to be scnttci~cd;rlong B rock reef in  d:irk, fiist 
w a t c1's. 

TIic 1.3rnIces )lay 13 r oj cct i!11ge IIdc t'crl ;i c o11siclc rab I c nied ia rcsp onsc , pnr ticu la r 1y with 
Ihc ongoing possibility of' discovering the reimins of (lie 1.595 Spanish Manila 

S ~ I I~;o~lcon A . W i .  'I'lic S L I I ' V C ~boats were visited in tlction by the press, who 
obtained unclerwntcr footage of Munlco!? for  press a n d  broadcast. '1~111'ou~;lithis 
coverage, the ~iublicgained ;i better tindcrstanding and  appi-ecjation of the regioii's
subiiicrged cultiiid resoutmx I'hc succcssful interagency project was completed, and 
planning fo r  fu ture  phases or work, iiiclucling test excavation, was begun. Project 
reports, one edited by L a r r y  h4urphy and the other by Toni Carrel1 (both of the 
NI'S Submcrgctl Cul tur -a l  lCcsoi1rcc Unit ,  wliicli docurncnted the shipwrecks in 
Drnkcs D a y  a n d  along the I'oiril lCcycs hendlatids), disciisscil Itre methodology of the 
11l'oject ii11d tllc r-eslilts of  thI'cc: ficld seiisons. 
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NPS SCRU archeologist Larry Murphy, GGNRA Park Historian James DeIgado, 
GGNRA Park Arclieologist Martin hdayer, NPS Western Regional Archeologist 
Roger Kelly, volunteers Fred Boeck and Larry Tew, and a crew and vessel from the 
U.S. Coast Guard's 12th District. 

Thick fog and heavy seas breaking in the shallow survey area sharply curtaiIed the 
survey activities; nonetheless, a series of anomalies were plotted that may represent 
the 1894 wreck of tlie three-masted lumber schooner William L. Beebe. 
Magnetometer traverses on the beach located a number of anomalies of 
undetermined origin that could possibly be wreckage from any one of the three 
vessels wrecked in the area: Lawrence, William L. Beebe, or the two-masted 
schooner Airner, wrecked in 1871. Considerable historical research was undertaken 
for  the project and was incorporated in the final report published in February 1984. 
As noted earlier, the history of Lawrence was revised and published in the scholarly 
journal American Neptune in 1986. 

In September and October, 1987, a 2,770-foot section of Ocean Beach, running from 
the foot of Noriega to the foot of Rivera Street, was surveyed by a team of 
archeologists f rom Espey, Huston & Associates under contract to the City of San 
Francisco Clean Water Program and by permit from the National Park Service. The 
survey, using a proton precession magnetometer, was of a section of beach that will 
be affected by construction of a seawall to protect the Great Highway and the sewer 
buried beneath it. 

Under the supervision of EIIBrA archeologist Robert Gearhart, a magnetic contour 
map of the beach, generated on EH&A's Intergraph computer system, delineated 
areas of known or potential shipwreck scatter, including the wrecks of King Philip 
and Reporter. Two additional areas delineated may represent wreckage from 
Aberdeen (1'316) and Atlantic (1886). In April 1988, the EH&A archeologists 
conducted additional surveys and limited test excavation at the supposed Atlantic 
site, exposing and documenting a fragment of a copper-sheathed ship's keel 
tentatively identified as being from the wreck of Atlantic. 

The  results of the EH&A surveys suggested that the construction of the seawall 
would not impact any of tlie shipwreck sites identified in the magnetic survey. A 
report on the EH&A survey and excavation was published in July 1988. 

Interpretation 

The interpretation of shipwrecks in the Gulf of the Farallones was enhanced in 
1983 with the installation of a temporary exhibit, "Shipwrecks of the Golden Gate," 
at the National Maritime Museum, San Francisco. The exhibit, which opened in 
June and ran through the end of the year, was enthusiastically received by the 
public. A guide to the exhibit, Shipwrecks of the Golden Gate, was published by 
the National Maritime Museum Association along with a souvenir postcard of the 
exhibit's advertising poster. As part of the exhibit effort, three historic views of 
the shipwrecks of Gifford, F rank  Jones, and the ferry El Capitan were published by 
the Golden Gate National Parks Association, along with a reprint of surviving 
passenger Fred Stocking's account of the wreck of SS Tennessee. 

A cooperative effort with the Nautical Heritage Museum at Dana Point, California, 
in 1983 resu1:ed in a grant of funds  to archeologically survey a portion of Ocean 
Beach for  the remains of the US.revenue cutter C. W. Lawrence. Considerable 
historical research into Lawrence's career and characteristics, as well as her wreck, 
were incorporated by the museum into a video documentary of the construction of 
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Californian, a tall-ship training vcsscl a n d  replica of I,nwrencc. An  exhibit  011 
Lawrence travels with the niodern-day ship Califoi-iiian, a n d  those intcrprctivc 
materials enliance public aware~icssof I.,awrctice wherever C a l i f o r n b  calls 011 11~1. 

voyages. 

Wi tli the ins ta 1I n  t ion of pcr ni a 11 cn t pat.I; w:i ps i dc cx11i bits ;I t Voi i i  t 1: e ycs Nn t i o 11 ;i I 
Seashore a11d Golden Gate NLilioIiiil I<ecreation Area  i n  1984, 1985, a11d 1986, 
shipwrcclc events i n  both pnrks were iri~er.pretedfurther .  Specific stripwrccks noted 
in the waysides were h/lunleon, I;r.anl; 11. Ilucl;, I,yrnan Stewart, Ohioan, and 
Tcnncsscc. A n  exhibit oi‘ shipwr~ccl;events, including a rnodcl of the wreck of the 
faur-tiinsled sulioonci- A n n i e  Srn:!!~, was ins ta l luc l  :it the  Poilit l i c y ~ s1,ight Visitor 
Center a t  Point Kcyes Nationnl Seashore; Iiltcwisc, an exhibit of shipwi-ccl;s, 
including ii map showing visiblc shipwr-ecks, was installed at thc Cliff 1 louse Vjsilor
Centcr a t  Golden Gate Natiannl l<ecrcation Area.  Fort  Point N:itioiinl I-listoric Site, 
a u n i t  of Golden Gate  Nntional liccrciitioii Area, received new exliibits in 1986: 
among them was :Lroom devoted to aids to navigation arid shipwr~ccl<sat Fort I ’ o i n t .  
One pa 11e1 s pcc if ica 11y i 11te r1, rct s 1hc st i i pw rcc I; s, t lie in a r i I i III e m u sc ti In I-esoii 1’ ccs o1‘ 
the GGNKA, and the active siibmel.gcd-cultui,al-i-esource program of the park.  A 
temporary exhibit  on the wrcck of SS Tcnricsscc :mcI iiic arc1icolo~;ic:il woi-k o n  her 
reniairis (oncc on  display at the h4nIin lleaillnnrls Visitor Center of  G G N R A )  is 
currently in  the process of bciilg inountcd as ii peroiiineiit exhibit. 
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Artifacts recovered in later years from shipwrecks in the study area include the bell 
of the clipper ship Noondav, a sheave and deadeye from Ci ty  of New York, 
engine-room brass machinery parts and copper steam pipe from Ohioan, and 
archeologically recovered artifacts from Tennessee, Neptune, Reporter, and Ming  
Philip. The most notable artifacts in tlie latter group are  the bobstays of Reporter 
and a section of boilerplate from Tennessee. Unfortunately, conservation of most of 
these artifacts has not taken place; passive desalinization of the ReDorter and 
Tennessee artifacts is an  ongoing preservation activity a t  tlie museum’s Collections 
Management facility at Building 31 5 ,  Fort Mason. 

Other San Francisco Bay Area institutions and museums possess artifacts relating to 
the shipwrecks of the region. The Bolinas Town Hall in  Bolinas, California, 
displays the nameboards of Munleon, Hnnalei, and R. D. Inman. A life-ring and 
debris from the 1891 wreck of Elizabeth at Slide Ranch is in the collections of the 
Sausalito HistoricaI Society. Artifacts including Ming porcelain from the wreck of 
San Acustin, discovered during excavation of prehistoric archeological sites on 
Drakes Bay, are curated in the collections of the Treganza Museum of Anthropology 
at San Francisco State University and the Lowie Museum of Anthropology at the 
University of California, Berkeley. The Bancroft Library a t  the University of 
California, Berkeley, holds in its collection, among other things, a manuscript chart 
of regional shipwrecks drawn up by farmer United States Coast and Geodetic 
Survey chief George Davidson, circa 1890, as well as an original watercolor of the 
wreck of Viscata and albumen prints, carte-de-visites, and stereopticon views of the 
wrecks of Oliver Cutts and other shipwrecks. 
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VESSEL LOSSES, POINT SAN PEDRO T O  POINT LOBOS 

James P. DeIgado 

T h e  area between Point Lobos and Point Pedro is one of the highest zones of 

shipwreck concentration. Numerous maritime accidents l m ~ eoccurred here, 

including 28 “total losses” that left shipwreck sites in  the material rccord betwcen 

1851 and 1926. 


Aberdeen, 1916 

Aimer, 1871 

Ann Perry, 1865 

Atlantic, 1886 

Beeswing, 1863 

Bessie Everding, 1888 

Ekignardello, 1868 

Cornelius W.Lawrence, 1851 

Drumburton, 1904 

Dublin, 18x2 
m,1871 

Eureka, 1902 

F. W. Bailey, 1863 

Gifford, 1903 

J. Sarkie, 1851 

James R o l ~ h ,1913 

Julia Castner, 1859 

Josephine Wilcutt, 1872 

King; Philip, 1878 

NeDtune, 1900 

Ohioan, 1936 

Parallel, 1887 

KeDorter, 1902 

Robert Henderson, I850 

W. 13. Gawky, 1880 

William L. Beebe, 1884 

William Frederick, 1887 

Yosemi te, 1926 


Aberdeeri 

The 499-ton steam schooner Aberdeen was built at Aberdeen, \I’ashington, in 1899 
by J. Lindstrorn. A single-ended steam schooner, Aberdeen M ’ ~ S169.8 feet long, 
with a 34.2-foot beam and an 11.8-foot depth of hold. [ I ]  Aberdccn was powered 
by a 425-horsepower compound engine. Built for  the Pacific Lumber Company,  
Aberdeen carried passengers and up to 500,000 board feet  of lumber on her 
coastwise voyages. 121 Aberdeen’s lurnber-trade career ended in  191I urhen she u a s  
sold to Fred Linderman of San Francisco. In conjunction with Linderman’s steam 
schooner Signal,  Aberdeen hauled barges of garbage from Oakland out the Golden 
Gate and dumped the loads off the Farallons. [3] The service was controversial 
because garbage occasionally floated ashore to litter Sari Francisco and San h’iateo 
County beaches. 
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Aimer 

The two-masted schooner Aimer, built at Coos Bay, Oregon, in or around 1870, was 
a small coasting vesseI registered at 96.25 tons. [ I ]  Aimer was one of a large
number of small two-masted schooners in the Pacific Coast lumber trade, carrying 
lumber and occasionalIy general cargo from small logging ports to San Francisco. On 
Monday, June 26, 1871, Aimer arrived off San Francisco with 140 tons of coal, 
35,000 board feet of lumber, and some cordwood from Coos Bay. [2] 

A dense fog and strong southerly current caused Airner's master to miss his bearings 
while the schooner drifted past the Golden Gate. Mistaking a light f rom Ocean-Side 
House (a structure located at what is now the intersection of Vicente Street and the 
Great Highway) for  the light a t  Point Bonita, the northern head of the harbor 
entrance, the captain tacked for  what he thought was the Golden Gate. Airner was 
sailed into the breakers. The anchors were let go but failed to hold, and Aimer 
soon went up on the beach, where she filled with water. The position of the 
beached vessel was given as "on the beach abreast of the Ocean-Side House." [3] 

The chances of getting her off were stight. The cargo was lost, and though "the 
rigging and sails will probably be saved ...the vessel will go to pieces, as the sea is 
making a great breach in her." [ 4 ]  AniazingIy, the wreck held together sufficiently 
to be pulled free of the beach by tugs six weeks later, an August 9, 1871, The  
damage to Aimer was substantial though, as beachcombers had joined the surf in  
stripping the schooner of her mainmast, bowsprit, two deck beams, and part of the 
mainrail and bulwarks. [ 5 ]  Unfortunately, in the rescue attempt the hawsers 
attached to the water-logged hulk parted, and Airner once again went ashore, 
broadside, where she was abandoned. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1871)p. 10. 

" 
L 

San Francisco Daily Alta California, J u n e  28 ,  1871 

3 

Ibid. 

4 
Ibid. June 29, 1871. 

5 
Ibid. August 10, 1871. 

Ann Perry 

The bark Ann Perry was an early participant i n  the Pacific Coast lumber trade, 
arriving a t  San Francisco for  the first time on November 30, 1850, with 276,000 
board feet of lumber from Port Madison, Washington. [ l ]  Apart f rom this, the 
early history and particulars of A n n  Perry were not located. On January 3 ,  1865, 
Ann Perry arrived off the Golden Gate laden with 300,000 board feet of lumber 
and 250 sacks of potatoes from Puget Sound. She did not enter the Gate "...owing 
to the fog and want of a fair breeze ...and lay off the bar for the night." During the 
evening the seas became rough, and Anti  Pe r rv  dragged in to the beach, grounding 
a ''few hundred yards" south of Cliff House. [2] 

The wreck broke up in the surf almost immediately, drowning Cnpt. Trask and 
three of his crew. The vessel was described a week later: 
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Arriving at San Francisco on November 16, 1886, with 600 barrels of oil and 11,000 
lbs. of whalebone, Atlantic was readied for  her next year at sea. [8] One month 
later, on December 16, she cleared San Francisco for  the last time. After being 
towed out  the Golden Gate, Atlantic anchored off  the bar when the wind died. 
Caught in a heavy swell, the ship began to drift toward shore. Capt. Warren 
weighed anchor and tried to work Atlantic off.  When that failed, both anchors 
were dropped but they failed to hold and Atlantic went ashore on Ocean Beach 
about 1,000 yards south of the exposed remains of Kina PliiliD, which had been lost 
under similar circumstances in 187s. [9] 

Atlantic's hull was in  poor condition, and she quickly disintegrated in the surf.  Her 
bow was torn off ,  drowning many of the sailors asleep i n  the forecastle, and the 
hull was crushed, casting the remainder of the crew into the surf.  EntangIed in  
Ioose rigging and surrounding by floating debris, many crew members were "beaten 
and bruised" and held under the surface. Of the  43 men on board, only 1 1  
survived, including Capt. Warren, [ lo]  The wreck of Atlantic was the worst 
maritime disaster on Ocean Beach. 

News of the wreck attracted a crowd of more than 50,000 who flocked to the beach 
and collected souvenirs; "nothing that was portable escaped the  collectors--ropes, 
pieces of sail, pulleys, handspikes and tackle of all descriptions were carried away." 
[ l l ]  Because of allegations that the ship was unseaworthy, and because of the high
loss of life, an investigation was held that found At lan t ic  unsound and stated Capt. 

A lairgled niass of wreckage nimks the renzaiiis of &heivhalirtg burk At ln i i t ic  0 1 1  Oceait 
Beach, 1886. Courtesy of Sail Fraiicisco Maritime N H P .  
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News of a wreck off Point San Pedro with survivors clinging to the hull in the 
heavy surf resulted in the dispatch of the tug Monitor. Steaming eight miles south 
of Point Lobos, the crew of Monitor saw the wreck of neeswinq ashore near Mussel 
Rock, broke and wedged into the rocks. She was "badly broken up; her pumps 
being forced up, her masts and bulwarks gone, and her ribs sticking out from the 
deck." [4] There were no survivors among the 11 persons on board. Those killed in 
the wreck included the two owners and four  passengers from Monterey. [ S ]  

NOTES 

1. 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, March 2, 1863. 

2 
Ibid., February 6,1863. 

3 
Ibid., February 18,1863. 

4 
Ibid., February 2 1 ,  1863 

5 
Ibid., March 2 ,  1863. 

Bessie Everding 

The 73.70-tan, two-masted schooner Bessie Everding, built at San Francisco i n  
1876, was 73.5 feet long, with a 25.5-foot beam and a 6.5-foot depth of hold. [ I ]  
The  schooner was one of more than 500 two-masters operating on the Pacific Coast 
in the last decades of the nineteenth century, and carried a variety of cargoes 
between ports. was built for the PaciEic Coast lumber trade, and at 
the time of her loss was bound for San Francisco from Bowen's Landing,  California, 
with a cargo of firewood and railroad ties valued at $1,600,[2] 

Anchoring off the San Francisco Bar on the evening of September 9, 1888, Capt. 
Jorgensen and his five-man crew had been unaware of Bessie Everdinq's slow drift 
toward the beach as thick fog obscured the land. "Soon the seas broke over her, 
and the crew ...not knowing their position, took to their boat and safely reached Sari 
Francisco ...." [3] A patrolling surfman from the Golden Gate Park Station of the 
United States Lifesaving Service noticed firewood and railroad ties washing up  on 
the beach, and as he walked south of the station, lie heard the meow of a cat  to 
seaward. Flashing his lamp, he saw the dim outline of a vessel i n  the breakers and 
ran for  help. When the lifesaving station surfboat reached the wreck, however, they 
found Bessie EverdinR abandoned by all save the ship's cat. [4] 

When the tide fell, the lifesavers were able to board the schooner and note her 
condition. A message was sent to San Francisco, and in the morning Capt. 
Jorgensen and the cook arrived on the scene. Bessie Everding, lying about one mile 
south of the station near the foot of Lnwton street on Ocean Beach, was stripped of 
her sails, rigging and useful fittings. [ S ]  Half the cargo was salvaged, and nessie 
Everding was abandoned to break up in the surf. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1885) p. 8F 
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'The 543-ton bark Firigilardcllo w a s  built in Genoa, I t a ly ,  i n  1865. [ I ]  Owned by 
HrignardeIlo 22 Ili-o. (Stcfano 13rig11ardcllo md Giovarini I h l l i s t n  Mnchiavello), 
"ilia 11u l act u rcrs , inaca1.0 11i a ti (1 v e~111ice11i , s11i p 11read , e t c .,I' of Sa11 Fr a 11cisco 
California, and Geiiaa, Italy, the bark mnde oiily two voyages to k i n  Francisco, 
being wrecked on the second. [Z] On Sepiembcr 3 ,  1868, Ilrigiinrdello, wider the 
Comriiaiid of r a p t ,  Mazzini, lay off the Golden Gate af ter  a 54-d:iy p:iSS:lge fronl 
Valparaiso, Chile. 'l'hc captain, iiriablc to take  any bcarinj:s in the thick fog, :itid 
being without a pilot, was attempting to make the Gate when breakers were seen 
a11cad, 
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The salvage operations continued through the end of September. As the cargo was 
removed, Brisnardello began to list to starboard. [ 1 I ]  Meyer finally abandoned his 
efforts in October, having made back his investment. The wreck of Brimarclello, 
along with about 70 tons of marble, 30 tons of sulphur, 20 tons of "miscellaneous 
merchandise," and two quarter-boats left on board was offered for sale again. [I21
On October 10, 1868, the vessel was purchased at  auction by San Francisco 
shipbuilder J. C. Cousins, who paid $700 for  the hulk. "From the price realized, 
one would conclude that the chances of getting her afloat were slight. There is still 
some marble in her hold, though the bulk of the cargo has been discharged." [13] 

Brignardello remained in the surf through the remaining months of 1868. Unable to 
do much with the hulk, Cousins sold her. Late December storms tore at the 
exposed wreck, and "the heavy seas breaking completely over her, swept away the 
cabin, galley, and forward house...and turned her over on her port side." [14] 
Finally, in early 1849, as winter storms battered the hulk, the new owner, a Mr. 
Bruce, began to break the ship up. 

All hope of saving her has been abandoned; and men were at work 
yesterday cutting away everything they could get at, and hauling i t  
ashore. The foremast, which had stood intact through all the vessel's 
disasters, was cut away...and fell with a tremendous crash into the 
ocean, carrying with it everything above the deck save the short 
stump of the hindmast. It was secured by a line attached to a 
windlass on the beach, by which it was hauled ashore. [15]  

In order to s a h g e  as much of the vessel's copper fastenings and timbers as 
possible, Bruce planned to blow up Brignardello with black powder and "gather u p
the fragments, that nothing more may be lost. The explosion...wifl tear into 
fragments what was but a short time since as staunch and fine a vessel of her class 
as ever rode the waves ....I' [16j No further mention of the wreck of Bri.qnardelIo 
was made in the local press. 

NOTES 

1 
San Francisco Daily Aka California, September 1 2 ,  1868. 

2 
Henry G .  Langley, The San  Francisco Directory. for the Year Commencing October ,  18G8.... (San 
Francisco: Henry G .  Langley, 18G8) p.  109. 

3 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, September 5, 1868. 

4 
Ibid. 

5 

Ibid., September 6, 1868. 

6 

Ibid., September 7, 1868. 

7 
Ibid., September 12, 1868 

8 
San Francisco Bulletin, September 6, 1868. 

9 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, September 13, 1868 
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-- 

10 
Ibid., September I? ,  1808. 

II 
San Yrnncisco lCxni>iincr, October 1, 1868. 

12 
Snn Yritiicisco I l a i l y  hlta Ciilifonih, Octobcr 10, 1868. 

I3 
Ibicl., Octolicr 11, 1868. 

14 
Ibid., Jniiunvy 11, 1869. 

16 

Ibid. 

The 144-toi1 revenlie C L l t t C r  Cornelius W. I.,:iwi.ence was built by lVilliain EiISby at  
Washington, D.C., i n  1848. Oric of sever1 new cutters ordered by tlic United Slates 
Rcvciiuc Marinc, L,nwizncc was 96.5 feet long with a 24-foot bcanr. [ I ]  Launched 
August 20, 1848, the new cuttcr,  rigged as a brig, was arincd with five cannon; two 
32-ponndcr giiiis, t w o  6-poundcrs, and oiic 18-pouncler (later removed). [21 
I-.:iwmicc, commanded by  Capt. hlexaiidcr I:riiscr, who had until then been 
coinruaiidanl of the licvcnue Mariiie, was to sail to the i%\cific, where she ~ : I Sto be 
thc first  Rcvenuc Mariiic ciitler' in  California, exlending American customs aild 
rcvcnuc laws to tha t  recently :iccluircd territory. 1,awreiice sailed fro111 I~ lamgton  
Roads, Virginin, or1 Oclobcr I S ,  1848, for  California. After  a long voyngc by way 
of Cape I-lorii, with stops a t  ICio dc janciro,  Valparaiso, arid 1lonolulu, L~iwrcncc 
arr ived a t  S:\n Francisco on Octabcr 3 1 ,  1849. [ ? I  
Gold Iiad been discovcrcd i n  Califoinia iri 1848, aild by  thc tiiiie Lawrence 81I ived 
at San Frnrrcisco, thc formerly siiiall town Iiacl blossoined as tliousntlds of 
gold-seckcrs arr-ivcd to niakc their fortuacs. Nearly SO0 vcsscls l a y  a t  aiiclrol. off  
Snii i*'raricisco,Inany of' thcm descrted by gold-mad crews. Iksc i t ion ,  m u t i n y ,  and 
smuggling were runjor problcnis, arid 1,awrcrice arid her crew were pressed into duty
iinmediatcly. For more than  a year- I ,awimcc  ~~eri inineda t  auclior off. Sail  Francisco, 
enforcing the laws: of the United Slates. [41 A l  die close of Iicr onc-ycar tciiure a t  
Sari Fraiicisco, Cnpt. Frascr was corninerided by  thc Collector of thc 1'01.t for  
I .R~I*CIICC'sactivities during thc Gold li ush. 



On November 1 8 ,  1851, Lawrence sailed from San Francisco for  Monterey.
Arriving at Monterey on November 20, she picked up  Collector William Russell and 
cleared for San Francisco. After a brief stop at Santa Cruz, the cutter anchored off  
Point Lobos on the evening of November 25. Unfortunately for Lawrence, the tide 
had ebbed and was running with a strong set to the south, impacting with the 
incoming swell from the west. After an hour, with rough seas sweeping the decks, 
the ship's anchor cable parted. Driving south, Lawrence struck the beach about 
four  miles south of Point Lobos at 9:OO p.m. 

The vessel first struck in 3 1/2 fathoms water, and in the next 
breaker came down with such tremendous force, that it appeared as 
if every seam and timber in  her must have started. A t  the same 
time, tons of water fell on her decks. By changing the position of 
the sails, the ship's head was kept toward the beach and stern to the 
breakers ....The vessel then laid bows toward the land, continuing to 
strike very heavily, and force her way through heavy combing seas 
toward the beach. [6] 

The next morning Lawrence was hove up on the beach by means of a 
hawser carried ashore. For the next three days the crew labored to 
strip the wreck of "papers, navigation instruments, small arms, 
ammunition," cannon, sails, rigging, yards, chains, hawsers, and 
provisions. [7] 

Lawrence was not salvaged, despite the opinion of Capt. Ottinger that she could be 
got off; "but the expense attending it with the requisite repairs would doubtless 
amount to a much Iarger sum than will replace her with a more suitable vessel for  
Revenue duty on this coast. The sailing qualities of the "Lawrence" were very
ordinary ....I' 181 A small schooner, Fro1ic, was chartered to replace Lawrence. 
Outfitted with Lawrence's guns and gear and manned by Lawrence's crew, Frolic 
had an interesting career in the Revenue service, which included assistance to a 
number of vessels wrecked near the Golden Gate. The wrecked hulk of Lawrence 
was sold a t  auction in January 1852, The wreck remained visible far some time, 
because i t  was marked on a survey of Ocean Beach done in mid-1852. No further 
mention was made of her after that time. 
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Basil Lubbock, The Last of the Windjammers. (Glasgow: Brown, Son & Ferguson, Ltd. ,  19271, Vol. 1, 
pp. 256, 473. 

3 
San Francisco Chronicle, September 17, 1904. 

4 
Ibid., September 5, 1904. 
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Ibid. 

6 
Ibid., and op. cit., United States Eife-SavinK Service. (1906) p. 81. 

7 
San Francisco Chronicle, September 17, 1904. 

Dublin 

The 706.06-ton bark Dublin was built at Brunswick, Maine, in 1839 and was 139 
feet long, with a 30.8-foot beam and a 22-foot depth of hold. [ I ]  By 1879 the 
vessel was registered at San Francisco and engaged in the Pacific Coast lumber 
trade. On August 31, 1882, Dublin, under the command of Capt. Maloney, was off 
the Heads with a cargo of lumber from Seabeck, Washington. The thick fog lifted 
enough for the captain to take his bearings, and as the fog again covered the water 
he ordered the course changed to make the Golden Gate. Losing his reckoning, 
Capt. Maloney sailed the bark ashore. [2] 

Dublin struck Ocean Beach about two miles south of the Cliff House at 600 p.m. 
Her timbers started and the bark flooded until she lay on the bottom in 12 feet of 
water. A boat was lowered and some of the crew went ashore to seek assistance. 
After being notified, the tugs Katie,  Holyoke, Donald, and steamed to Ocean 
Beach to pull the wrecked bark free. On the first attempt the hawser parted, and 
on the second the bitts tore free. "Her captain and crew, with their personal 
effects, went on board the tugs and came in, leaving the Dublin, with her head on 
and sails clewed, to her fate." [31 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1880) pp. 45,334, and op. ci t . ,  Lloyd's Register of 
British and Foreinn Shippinp; (1879) n.p. 

2 
San Francisco s,September 2 ,  1882. 

3 

Ibid. 

Eliza 

The 10.20-ton sloop Eliza was built at San Pedro, California, and was employed in 
the fishing trade. [ l ]  Owned by "three Greek fishermen," Eliza left  Meiggs Wharf, 
San Francisco, on January 31, 1871, for Sonoma with 1,000 lbs. of fish. One of her 
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ow~icrs,tlic sloop's captain ( I I I ~ I I ; \ ~ ~ I ~ ~in  tlic accoiiilts of tlic wIcck), was thc only 
pcrson 011 board.  The  captain sailed across the bay but lost the wirld near. Snusalito. 
Rtlciiilitiiig to  iiiiclior, h e  found " l ie had not cable enough...bent the nmin sheet 
on ...wcnt below, wlicrc Iic turned in atid wcnt to slceg." 121 Cauglit b y  the outgoiiig 
tidc, drirted out  pas t  tlie Ciolclen Gale.  At  1:OO p.m. went ashorc 011 tlic 
roc1;s a t  Point I..obos. The cnptain riistictl t o  the clccli a i i d  was i i i imediakly waslied 
ovel-lxxird by the s u r f .  ILc c:iuglit hold or t h c  stccn gearing, but: wiis torn Lrcc, ;ind 
"floundered iiround in elie w;ilcrlt u n t i l  t h rown  u p  onto :I r-ock ncar- shore. A 
neighboring rnticlier wndcd into tlie iwigli  su1.1' nuil  pulled thc captain whore.  
was il total lass. [3] 

N0T1%;S 

l.:urck:i had a Long and successful cttl-eer. I n  nbotit the year 1000, the yards were 
sent dowli Erolll her f o r c m x t  and she was re-rig[;cd as n ~hrcc-lllastedscllooner. 
Ilepartinj; Meiggs wharf,  Snn I:rancisco, on June 19, 1302, she clcnrcd for  Kui-cltn to 
load Lumber for  her owners, the ChriIlcs Nclson (lonipany. Sailing through the thick 
fog, Capt. Shau did not know tha t  the current had caught his vcsscl and pulled her 
south of thc Ilcads. A t  nine o'clock ilia1 cvcning, Capt. Sliou, bclicving he was four  
inilcs offshore, ordcrcd the vcsscl on a port  tack. "'l'he peak  was lowem1 atid the 
topsail clewed 1113, and ,  all ot' :I sudden, the f i r s i  th ing  w c  liiiew, she struck bow 
on.'' [41 ELI~.C!.Ah a d  gone agiouiicl 011 tlic be;icli ncar- h4iissei Kock, five inilcs 
SoLlthcast o f  t l l C  foot of Sloilt I~ouIcvard.  
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The morning "disclosed that there was no hope for  her. Her worn-out timbers and 
frame had given in to the battering of the surf and sand, and her hold was rapidly 
filling with water, the garboard strakes having parted company with the keel." [GI
Capt. Shou and his crew remained a t  the wreck, camping next to the cliffs in a 
small niche that they filled with items salvaged from Eureka: 

The  personal property of the schooner's crew made a strange 
assortment. There were big, white canvas bags--one for  each 
man--two weather-beaten old trunks, two old hampers, several 
baskets and more boxes, and a red plush-covered whirling chair, 
another old red plush armchair, a rocking chair, and old-fashioned 
marble-top table that had been the elaborate sitting room furniture of 
the captain's cabin. 171 

On June 20, a wagon dispatched from the lifesaving station carried away the 
salvaged items and crew. Capt. Shou remained to guard the ship but she was a total 
loss. On June 24, Eureka's battered bones were sold to Harry Goadall of San 
Francisco for  $105, the low price indicating there was Iittle of value left above the 
water to salvage from the hulk. IS] 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1901) p.  59 

2 
!Eureka, California] Hurnboldt Times, October 24, 1868. 

3 
Ibid., December 12 ,  18G8. 

4 
San Francisco Chronicle, June 2 1 ,  1902 

5 
Op. cit., United States Life-Saving Service (1903) pp. 174, 314- 315 

6 
San Francisco Daily Call, June 20, 1902 

7 
San Francisco Chronicle, June 21, 1902. 

a 
Ibid., June 24, 1902. 

P. W. Bailey 

The 711-ton ship F. W. Bailey was built at Freeport, blainc, it, 1834 for C'. Cusiiing 
& Co., who owned her throughout her career. [ l j  F. W.Rnileil was 160 feet long, 
with a 33.3-foot beam and a 21.6-foot depth of hold. [2 j  F. \V. Railcv \rras 
apparently engaged in the general carrying trade, and arrived ar San Frnncisco on 
November 30, 1862, f rom Bordeaux, France. Clearing Snn Francisco 011 J a n u a r y  8. 
1863, in ballast for Puget Sound, F. W. Bailey was to load lumber and then proctled 
to Australia. While still under the command of the pilot, Capt. Cnllot, the ship
began to drift toward shore near the South Head. "It was fouilcl utterly impossible 
to wear her off ...the anchor was let go. The chain, h o ~ e v e r....cu t  her b o ~ \ 'down to 
the water's edge, and the craft driftcd ashore." [ 3 ]  

F. W. Bailey struck the beach three miles south of Point Lobos a [  7.30 1) 1x3.  " 1 hc ic  
was no wind, but a very heavy sea." A boat was lowered but swamped. A second 
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boat was then lowered, mcl ~ h csccorid inate, tlic c:\rpcntei a n d  three scarncn leapt
i n  a n d  drifted 011 to the beach. They wcnt for. help as the sh ip  began to break u p  
in  the surf.  Of the 17 people oti board, only eight wcie  saved, including the pilot. 
hnioiig ihe dead werc Capl. 1,cnlucl 1'. Ilyei-, the male, the cabin boy, t h e  cook, aiid 
six scaInci1. [4] 'rhe wreck oi' F. W .  I l a i I c ~ ~wiis the first with a h i g c  loss of life oil 

Occan IIeach. 'I he body of the captain washcd ashorc alo11g with the mate's and 
cabin boy's. None of thc orhcr dcad were recovered, 'I'he followiilg day ,  visit01s 10 
the beach rcporlcd t h n t  tlie ship was "fast going to picccs. As she bicnlts up, the 
dctacIicrl picccs coiiie ashorc. The beach is strcwn with fragments. Judgiilg fiorll 
the heavy surf bcating upon the ill-fated ship, i t  c:innot be long bei'ole she 
completely disappears." [Sl 

N0TICS 
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Gifford 

The 2,245-ton, steeI, four-masted bark Gifford was built at Greenock, Scotland, by

Scott & Co. in  1892. Built during a boom in large deepwaterman construction in  

the last decade of the nineteenth century, the bark was 281.6 

feet long, with a 42.3-foot beam and a 24.6-foot depth of hold. [ I ]  By 1895 

Gifford was on the Pacific Coast, working in the lumber trade under British 

Registry: 


The British iron [sic] ship Gifford ...is operated by J. J. Moore & 
Company in  the lumber trade between the Pacific Coast and 
Australia. She generaIly loads at  San Francisco and the redwood 
portion of her cargo is taken to her by the schooners. She carries coal 
on the return trip from Australia. [2] 

The ship was returning to San Francisco with coal from Newcastle, New South 
Wales, when she was lost on September 25, 1903. 

As Gifford approached the Golden Gate on September 25, a thick fog obscured the 
shore. Capt. Robert Michie, who had "only a vague idea that San Francisco was 
near ...pIowed ahead, with shortened sails, hearing and seeing no warnings." [3] At  
6 0 0  p.m. the ship struck the shore just off  Mussel Rock, 12 miles south of Point 
Lobos. The  crew reached shore safely after midnight as the heavy surf abated, and 
by the next morning help arrived, Tugs attempted to pull the bark free, but the 
hawsers parted. Holed, and half submerged, the vessel was abandoned. Salvors 
stripped as much equipment and rigging as possible, arid a portion of' the coal cargo 
was landed. [4] Two weeks after she went ashore, Gifford disintegrated in the surf: 

The fate of the vessel was sealed yesterday when the battering waves 
reduced her sides to a shapeless mass of twisted iron and her heavily 
sparred mast was sent crashing over the side....The hull has settled 
deep in the sands and only her torn and shattered bulwarks appear 
above water at high tide. [ 5 ]  

The stranding and loss of Gifford was ultimately determined by a Court of Inquiry 
to be the fauIe of Capt. Michie. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit . ,  Lloyd's Register (1893)Vol. 11, n.p. 

2 
[Eureka, California] Daily Humboldt Times, February 19, 1895 

3 
San Francisco w,September 27, 1903. 

4 
Op. cit., United Sta tes  Life-Savina Service (1905) p.  102. 

5 
San Francisco u,October 10, 1903. 

J. Sarkie 

The English bark J. Sarkie was supposedly wrecked six miles south of Point Lobos 
on Ocean Beach on August 22, 1851.  The vessel is not listed in  Llovd's Register of 
British and Foreign ShiDt3ing and her particulars cannot be ascertained. According 
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NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of the United States (1906)p.  82. 

Op. cit.,  United States Life-SavinE Service (1912) pp. 86, 134, and San Francisco Examiner, August 
3-11,1910. 

3 
Ibid 

Julia Castner 

The bark Julia Castner of Philadelphia, recently arrived a t  San Francisco from Puget 
Sound, was hauling from Vallejo Street Wharf to Steuart Street Wharf to complete 
ballasting when she capsized off Clay Street Wharf on June 28, 1859. The vessel 
began to drift and was caught by the steamer San Antonio, which left Julia Castner 
moored to the clipper ship Southern Eagle. [ l ]  During the evening of June 29, 
Castner again went adrift in a 7-knot current and was swept out the Golden Gate, 
where she went ashore on Ocean Beach. [2] By the next day, the bark was a total 
loss: 

She is laying about a mile to the southard of Point Lobos, on the 
beach, about a quarter of a mile out from high water mark, with the 
rollers washing over her. Efforts have been made to save some of 
her spars, but to no purpose, as the seas are too heavy for  any small 
boat to live, and with the exception of what may be washed high and 
dry, nothing will be saved. [ 3 ]  

The remains of the vessel were not formally salvaged; oral tradition in San Francisco 
insists that timbers f rom a shipwrecked vessel, possibly Julia Castner,  near Point 
Lobos were used to build the Seal Rock House on Ocean Beach around 1854. 

NOTES 

1 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, J u n e  29, 1859;July 3, 1859. 

2 
Ibid., June 30, 1859. 

3 
Ibid., July 1, 1859. 

Josephine Wilciitt 

The 86.04-ton two-masted schooner Josephine Wilcutt was engaged in the Pacific 
Coast lumber trade and was owned by the Mendocino Lumber Company. [ I ]  The 
ship was wrecked at  Mendocino in early April 1867 when heavy seas caused her a n d  
the schooner Mendocino to part their moorings and go ashore. Despite the opinion
of the San Francisco Daily Al ta  California that Josephine Wilcutt "will probably be 
totally lost,'' she was gotten off. [2] On January 24, 1872, she was again  wrecked, 
blown ashore at  Point Lobos while departing San Francisco. Loaded with provisions 
for  "a mill in Mendocino county," the schooner was tossed onto the rocks jus t  north 
of the Cliff House: 
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l'lie rocks forced a hole through 1rcI bottom, and the waves making 11 
complete breach over her decks soon rendered her ii cornplete wi.ccic. 
Sbe is H O W  in  pieces, and the adjacent beach is strewrr with portions
of the vessel a n d  cargo. 131 

The wreck of' Josephine Wilcutt was followed two months later by the loss of 

a not hc I' Melid oc i 110 L11 1111 xr (lo 111pa 11 y vcsse 1, t ti e sc110011er fla- 1-1 oreii ce, w 11 ich 

wi*ecltcd 013 the Mcndocirio Coast in  Mnrch 1872. 'I'he West Coast Si& rioted that 

the f i rm "hos beerr particularly uirfortiimte," losing the schooner Ilrilliant, Josephine

Wilcutt, a11d .I<II:i I;Iot-cnce in the space of yea[,  "wiping out tlicir stock of coasting 

vessels." (41 ' rhc wrecl;ecl h i i l l  of Joscpliiiie Wilcut t  must have been salvaged despite 

tlie loss of much of the vesscl in t h e  surf, f o r  thc ship continued to be registered 

uiilil 1878, whcn  she last  appears i n  the :innun1 I,ist of M-grcIinnt V G s c l s  of the 

United Statcs. 
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On January 25, 1878, the bark departed San Francisco Harbor in  ballast for  Port 
Gamble, Washington. Off the San Francisco Bar she lost the wind. Her tug left her 
to assist in the rescue of the ship Western Shore, which was in trouble, and K i n %  
Philia, her anchors failing to hold, dragged ashore on Ocean Beach at 5:OO p.m. 161 

The  ship was driven high up on the beach by the wind as she grounded a t  a high 
tide. K ing  Philip was high and d ry  at low tide; sightseers were able to walk up to 
and touch her hull. The  vessel remained intact, though 

Yesterday morning at and after daylight the sea was breaking well up 
to the vessel, and she moved very uneasily a t  times, but later in the 
day i t  appeared as if she had settled down in the sand ...she was 
immovable. [7] 

The action of the surf washing around the hull caused King Philip to s ink deeper 
into the sand until 16 feet of her hulI lay buried. On January 26, 1878, the 
stranded hulk was sold at auction for $1,050 to John Molloy of San Francisco. 
Molloy stripped the wreck, cut away the masts, and blasted the upper hull apart 
with black powder to salvage the metal fastenings and timber. [8] 

The lower portions of the vessel remained buried on the beach, and were visibIe 
though the end of the nineteenth century. In January 1886, when the whaling bark 
AtIantic went ashore near Kine; PhiliD, accounts mentioned that the frames of the 
latter wreck were stilf visible. In 1902, when the three-masted schooner ReBorter 
was lost at the same site, newspaper accounts noted that the "bones" of K i n g  Philip 
could be seen. [9] The bulldozing of the beach dune field in the early decades of 
the twentieth century buried Kina Philip's remains. 

NOTES 

1 
Registry for King Philip, Port of Wiscasset, Maine, November 28, 1856. "Records of Merchant Vessel 
Documentation,'' Record Group 36, National Archives, Washington, D.C.  

L 
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b i d .  
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San Francisco Chronicle, January 26, 1878 and San Francisco Daily Alta California, January 2 6 ,  1878 
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San Francisco Daily Alta California, January 28, 1878. 
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Ibid., January 26, 1878, and Matthews, American Merchant  Ships p. 213. 
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San Francisco Examiner, December 18, 1886 and San Francisco m,March 14, 1902. 
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wash of the waves will soon throw up a barrier around her that will 
be hard to dig away. [ 5 ]  

The editors of the San Francisco Examiner noted that "it is the opinion of nautical 
men that she will remain where she is until a storm breaks her u p  and scatters her 
bones along the beach." [6] On August 12, 1900, the San Francisco Chronicle 
reported Negtune a "total loss." One last attempt to puIl the schooner free on 
August 12 failed; the two tugs involved, unable to budge NeDtune, departed tha t  
afternoon, "leaving the ill-fated vessel to blench its bones on the beach." 171 
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Oliioaii 

'I'he 5,153-ton freighter Ohioan was built in 1914 by the h/laryland Steel C0inp:lily 
:it Sp;ii~owsPoint, Maryland. Ohioan \ w s  407.7 feet long, with a 53.7-foot beam 
a11d a 2 8 . 1 - f ~ o tdepth of hold a n d  was j ~ ~ o p e l i c dby a 4,000-1iorsepoWc~~ 
triplc-expansion steam e~igiiic.[ 11 'l'he freighter had been built for  
A iiicric8n- 1la w aiia11 S te:ms h i 17 Cornpa n y of NL' w Y o1'k, t 11 e inos t: im po r t an t 
hrncricaii shipping f i rm of llic carly twentieth century. Owners of 25 percent of 
the dcndweight tonnage of largc U.S.-rcgistcrcd sea- going frcij;hters in 1917, 
Anicric~ri-lI~M,aiian,cstablislicd in 1899, had  revived thc American r~lerchar~l: 
marine. I t  pioneered the Rriicrican builclitlg of large modcrn stenin freighters, the 
i11trod 11c t io11 oF oi1-f iI'ccl boi1e rs, o c11ed 1t Ie conibi11a t iu11 s t I?H 111cr -ra i 1i*oad 1i11k 
across Mc!.xico's Istlimiis of Tchuantcpcc and corisisterltly ctirricd profits. Its flcc?t of 
stcaliiers, operating bctwccn thc Atlantic arid l'acilic coasls a t id  tlie 'I'crritoi-y of 
Hawaii "constituted the largest single fleet of frcightcrs under the Amei-ican t'lng." 
(21 0 h i n : i n  was built as part  of a inzijor expaiisiori of Arnerican-Iiawajian Steamship
Company betwccn 1910 and 191.5 when i t  dotibled its fleet. 

Ohioan opcratcd on the Atlantic through 1920. During the First  World War, she, 
like other hiiicr-ican-llawaiian frcightcrs, was requisitioned by the United Statcs 
government upon America's encry in the war in 13 17. Ameiican-l-lawaiian's 
contribution to the wilr effort  wits significant: the first Amci-ican troops scrlt t o  
:Europein duiic 1917 went in the Ai~iericnn-I-l~~waiianfreighters IlaItotan and 
Mantnnaii, :iiid 625,6111 tons of cargo m d  125,4119 troops were carried in  tlie 
Coilipiliiy's steamers (including Ohioan) in 145 round- trip voyages. Five of tlic 
coiiipaiIy's vcsscls were torpccloed and lost. 131 At the war's erid, the coinp:itry 
resumed its operations, ancl Ohioan was thc first  to initiate intercoastal voyages, 
steaming from Uoston to San Fmicisco in  lkcernber i 920. For the remainder of 
hei- carwr,  Ohioan steamed f'roin coast to  const via the Pa1121111a Canal. 

13ouiid fo r  Sat1 Frxncisco with a load of washing ~ i i x l i i n e ~ , 
trucks, 
a i ~ dgcilcral merchandise, Ohioan had picltcd u p  R pilot l i r l d  was 
being navigated through the thick fog. Lost i n  the fog,  Capt. Ke:id 
and Pilot R/lcFarland allowed the ship to swing  too close to shore. 
Narrowly riiissing Seal Rocks, Ol\&i sailcd past Cliff I-louse a n d  
struck the rocls zit Point Lobos at 1120 p.m. Sparks froin the steel 
hull's iinpact Lit up tlic night sky.  l 'hc  erigirics wc1.e disnblcd and 
No. J Imlcl, opeii to tlic set\, floodctl. 1,ying north of Sutro Untlis in 
a siiinll cove adjacent to Point Lobos, Ohioan lay 100 yards from 
shorc, her starboard side to shore arid h e r  bow poiriling nortlrwar-d. 
141 

7'hc next clay salvage of the cai-go begail. 'l'iips Illat were dispatclicd to t ry  and p u l l  
Ohioan free could not reach hcr, "dcfcntccl by the heavy fog  and treacherous r ~ c k s , "  
and a breeches buoy was finally rigged io carry some of the crew and cargo ashore 
on October 9.IS] -1l'he following d a y  barges were moored against thc ship to lond 
large and heavy csrgo; "pluiirJcr cargo" or smaller packages were talten out  aiici sent 
to st1oi.c 011 the breeches buoy. 'l'hc Sail  Francisco (:all-ilullelin reported thilt: 
"Whethcr the ship can floated oft' will be cleterriiined only af ter  most of the c:~rgois 
taken oft' and af ter  divcrs have su~vcyedthe clainagc." 161 Crowds of scveral  
thousand watched over the nex t  wcck as the 1,400 tons of cargo was taltcii 0111 of' 
Ohioan despite licevy swells and seas crashing against thc ship's stern. 

Tlic vcsscl was wrillen off by hmcricati-1-iawai;aii Steamship Company ;is a total 
loss, and on November 4, 1936, Ohioati was sold at  closcd-bid tiiictioii for 92,800.20 
to William Mitchcll of Sari l-ri\rscisco. 'I'he vcsscl had  originally cost $729,000. 171 
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Mitchell's seven-month salvage of Ohioan's remaining cargo and gear was a 

frustrating though ultimately rewarding experience. In December, MitcheIl's barge

Ellen F., while moored next to Ohioan, broke free of her moorings and stranded on 

the beach near Cliff House, but was pulled off .  [8] On March 6, 1937, the vessel 

was set ablaze when one of Mitchell's men torched some spoiIed meat in the hold. 

The flames spread to oil-soaked ropes and sacks and threatened to set off dynamite

the salvors had on board, which would have ignited 9,000 galIons of crude oil left 

in a fuel bunker. Mitchell and Joseph Rosenberg made several trips to the burning 

wreck to throw the dynamite overboard and quench the fire. [9] 


On June 29, 1937, Mitchell reported that he had sold Ohioan to a San Francisco 
scrap metal combine, who would cut up the wrecked freighter, which had been 
"stripped of all removable machinery, cargo, and furnishings..." [ I O ]  The vessel was 
not scrapped, however, despite a "vigorous campaign" by the San Francisco Chamber 
of Commerce to clear the harbor entrance of the rusting hulks of Ohioan and Frank  
H. Buck. I l l ]  Nature finally obliged the Chamber of Commerce, with a winter 
storm in January 1938 bringing high tides that destroyed Ohioan: 

Heavy surf, lashed by high winds, raged through the wreck of the 
steamer Ohioan at the Golden Gate, breaking the stern from the 
vessel and leaving the hull in three pieces as i t  was driven high on 
the beach. [12] 
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3 
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9 
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Pill'il I1e I 

'l'he 148.XO-ton, two-masted schooner I'arallctl was built in  1868 a t  San Francisco. 
She was 98 fcci long, with ii 31-foot bear11 a n d  an X-foot depth of hold. [ I ]  Owlled 
by S.  E. I'cterson of Srtn l'riincisco, ~':ii-:llId was onc of huudrcds of workaday craf t  
plying the coast. Clearing tlic Golden Gate 011 Jailuary 13, 1887, with a typically 
varicd cargo of hay, pig iron, I;crosene, oak planks, and 42 tons of b h c k  powdel­
for Astoria, Orcgoii, the scliooiicr was uri:~blc to beat againsl the liead wirlds and 
iiiake the opcn sea. 1.21 'l'lic tide settiiig to the south also blocked her progress. 
I'ai.allcl struggled for westing for two days off  Point Lobos before Cnpt. Miller­
f i n n l l y  gave up the f igh t .  As the schooner was about lo go on the rocks at  Point 
I,obos, tie gave the order to abandon ship.  I 'hc  niilc-man crew pulled away from 
the s h i p  as fast cis ihcy could, "fearing she would strike at any moment, and 
knowing the dangerous contents...I' (31 

Parallel g r o ~ i ~ i d e d 
soulh of l'oinl: I.,obos In "the little bay to tlic south of the Cliff 
Iiousc, which is being remodeled by Adolph Sulro inlo a n  x l u a r i u m  [Sutto I3aths]" 
at  9:30 g.m. on Janu;iry 15. [ l r ]  A crcw froni llic United Slatcs Lifesaving Slaliori a l  
Golden Grate Park rcspondcd to tIic wreck. Finding no one on board, the lifcsavcrs 
posted wntchrneii and retired for  the evening. At  1 2 3 4  a m .  0 1 1  January 16, the 
~mwdcr-in the ship's 11old was tlctonatcd by the schooner's jarr ing against the roclts. 
The  explosiori obliterated P:~raIIcl, demolished much of Cliff 1 Iotisc, thrcw clebr-is 
ovcr ii inile iii every direction, :rnd woke riiosi of Sail Francisco. Thc wi~tcl l r~le~l  
were thrown inore t h n n  100 y:itds and were seriously injurcd, b u t  survived. IS1  

Parallel's crew, mcnnwlrilc, had rowcd into the Golden Gate, landed al  Sausalito, 
aiid af ter  being timisported to S m  l:rnncisco, lode out  to the beach to sec what was 
left of thcir schooncr. 'I'hey wcre i l o t  iiloI1C; ttiore t h ~ l50,000 SNI F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ C i s C i ~ l ~ S  
floclied to the scene: 


To the gcncral  astonishmcnt, not a vcstige o r  the w ~ ~ c k 
rmraincd. 
N o t  so ruuch as t i  floating barrel, bit of spar,  or splinter of rail I:ly 
along the bcncli. Every bit of' L'lotsaln and jetsam had been carried 
off by the relic-hunters, a t i d  cvcii the sand-dunes several liuildrcd 
y a r d s  away were r n i ~ i u t e I yscarchetl in Iio1)e of finding a shred of sail 
or Tiggiog or sliver of wood that belonged to the "Parallel." "1;ah '  ."IS" 

111;it e I- in I I y ii ssist cd t tic re 1ic hu 11tc rs , ii 11 i l  accoin inocia t i t i  g I y s 01d Ihe111 
a t  faricy prices bits of rope yarn,  scctioiis of ratlines t i i d  shrouds and 
squares of weather-beaten sailcloth procured a t  city junksliops. 161 

Capt. Miller was shnrp ly  criticized for  ~ibandoi~i i ighis vessel and f o r  not alerling the 
lifcsavcrs or Cliff 1 loiisc circa rosiclcnts of thc sctrooner's d;ingerous cargo wlicrl he 
arrived a t  Snusalito. Investigation disclosed t h a t  he had not even anclioi~ed1'ar:ill~l 
to try to keep her off the rocks, fearing the jarring of the chain would set tlic 
powder off .  [7j  

NOTICS 


1. 
Op. cil.  Mcrchitnt Vessels of t h e  IJnited S.Meg (188G) p. 2 3 5  

a 
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4 
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5 
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7 

Ibid., January 19 and 27, 1887. 
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The tug Rescue was dispatched from San Francisco and arrived at the wreck by 
midmorning. Three women passengers were taken aboard the tug and the effort to 
save W. H. Gawk\:  began: 

Men were busy tossing her deck-load of lumber overboard, and the 
tug ...was snorting and straining in a vigorous effort to haul her off 
into deep water. Her topsails were set, her remaining sails were 
clewed and furled, her port-anchor was down, and such other 
dispositions had been made as might aid the endeavor to pull her 
afloat .... [3] 

The effort failed when the barkentine would not move. The hull had given way 
and W.H. Gawlev was full of water. [4] The following day, the surf came up, 
knocking W .  H. Gawlev on her port side. The crew from the Golden Gate Park 
station of the United States Lifesaving Service had been standing by, and fired a 
line to the vessel with their Lyle gun. With the help of several hundred spectators, 
the crew and captain of W. H. G a w k y  were hauled ashore on the breeches buoy. On 
Wednesday, October 37, the wreck began to break up,  and by the 28th "she had 
gone to pieces, the lumber with which she was laden being scattered far and along 
the beach." [ 5 ]  

NOTES 

1 
Op.  cit., Merchant  Vessels of t h e  United States (1879) p.  213. 

2 
San Francisco Daily Alta CaliI*ornia, September 24, 1880. 

3 
Op.  cit., United States Life-Saving Service (1881) p. 119 

4 
Snn Francisco Daily Altn California, September 24, 1880 

5 
Op. cit., United States Life-Saving Service (1881)pp. 120, 218- 2 1 9 .  

\VilIiarn L. Beebe 

William L. Beebe, built a t  Seattle, Washington, in 1875, was a three-masted schooner 
134.7 feet long, with a 33.3-foot beam and a 10.7-foot depth of hold. She was 
registered at 281.43 tons. [ l ]  The three-master William L. Beebe was engaged for  
her entire career in the Pacific Coast lumber trade, and at  the time of her loss was 
bIingiiig a cargo of lumber f rom Port Blakely, Washington, to San Francisco. After 
a rough 11-day passage, Williani E. Reehe arrived off the San Francisco Bar a t  5:30 
a.m. on December 10, 1894. The sea was smooth, and the schooner was crossing the 
bar when 

Suddenly and without wariiiilg an immense breaker rolled over the 
stern...carrying away the wheelhouse and knocking Olsen [the 
crewman a t  the wheel] from his position ...the first wave practically 
staggered the Beebe. She did not respond readily to the helm and 
became unmanageable. [2] 

The rudder and mizzenmast rigging had also been swept away. There was no wind, 
and the vessel broadsided as she drifted south along the edge of the bar, with 
occasional breakers boarding her. 
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Will iarn I,. nccbc had wecl ied  at  high tick, a n d  as thc tide recedcd, shc was lcit 
high and dry on the beach: 

Shc has B big hole 111 he r  bow and is buricd up  to ticr water-line i n  
sand,  which makes i t  iinlmssible to Cloat her. Wit l i i i i  a w ~ kor' two 
she  will probably have stink nearly out  of sight. About the oir ly  usc 
tha t  can be riinde of tier is for  firewood ....The bench was slrewn with 
br-okcn lumber and 1-igging... [ 5 ]  

The schoon~r .was a total loss. She was sold t o  Capt. A .  C. Frcesc of San I;r:1ncisco 
for $255. "'1-hc Captain considered t h a t  he had maiic! a ve ry  good purchase for Lhe 
winches and anchors will bring m o i ~t h a n  t h a t .  Ilc is of thc opinion that hc c:in 
wr~eclcthe vessel from the bemil. ']'he masts a n d  b o o m  will be savcci inlact, n i x 1  

the rigging, with the exception of tire mizzen shrouds, is a l l  right." 161 Thc s:iI\;ors 
stripped William L,. Beebe of usable fittings bct'ore she was battered to pieces atid 
disappeared beneath su r f  and sand. 

NO'l'ES 

Op. cit.,  Mcrclisint Vessels of the tlllitcd States jl893) p. 2 6 3 .  

W i l  I iilrn 1;retlcrick 

i nThe 42.36-ton, two-masted schooucr Wil l ia in  I.;i.cdci-ick was built at San I ~ ~ i ~ t i i ~ c i s c o  
1863. &i l l i n in  FrcdeicA was 63  feet lo!ig, with :1 22-fool.beam aiid a 4-foot cleplli 
of hold. [ I ]  Like n~111yother small two-niostcrs, she w:is ciip,:ig~A i n  t h e  Pacific 
Coast lumber tiaade. 0 1 1  J u l y  2, 188'1, WilIiarii ~Frcdcrick,w i t h  ii faur-man CI'CW 

consisting of Capt. Martin Johnson a n d  seainen I:red Jacobscii, Wi l l iam ICcyser, and 
Jacob Demiclc sailed from Sail l;raiicisco for Russian Landing to lonci lumbcr. Ot'l' 
the Sail Francisco 13ar, howevci~,thc ship was bccalmed and bcg:in to d r i f t  nstiorc 
with the current.  Capt. Johnson atteinpted to sail against lhe cur 'r 'cn~but could 
make no headway. 121 
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The following day the schooner struck on the beach below Sloat Boulevard. Both 
anchors were dropped, keeping William Frederick from going ashore. The schooner 
A n n a  Matilda discovered the wreck and took off her crew: 

subsequently the Captain and two sailors returned to the schooner to 
get their clothes. Finding that i t  was impossible to board ...the men, 
despite the advice of Captain Johnson, determined to go ashore 
through the breakers. The boat was capsized and the two men 
drowned. [3] 

Capt. Johnson struggled ashore and made his way to the United States Lifesaving 
Station at the foot of Sloat Boulevard. The bodies of the drowned sailors, Jacobsen 
and Keyser, were searched for  but not recovered, and the tug Rescue was 
dispatched to pull William Frederick free. "It was impossible, however, to reach the 
craft, and when the tide ebbed she was left high and dry on the beach with her 
bottom knocked out, a total wreck." [4] 

The wreck was looted by local residents despite the best efforts of the Lifesaving 
Servjce. The "sails, rigging, anchors, pumps, etc." were saved, though, and sold at 
auction for  $370. The wrecked hu lk  of William Frederick brought only $5.00. The  
purchaser was John Mollop, a San FraIicisco grocer who salvaged wrecks. [ 5 ]  

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchnnt  Vessels of t h e  United States (1886)p. 287. 

2 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, January 6, 1887. 

3 
Ibid 

4 
Ibid. and Max L. O'Starr, "Strange Case of the Schooner William Frederick," Pacifica (California) 
Tribune, February 4 ,  1981, 

5 
San Francisco Daily AIta California, January 13, 1887. 

Yoserni te 

The 827-ton steam schooner Yosemite was built by the Bendixesn Shipbuilding 
Company at Fairhaven, California, in 1906. A single-ended steam schooner, 
Yosernite was 193 feet long, with a 40-foot beam and a 10.6-foot depth of hold. [ l ]  
She was powered by a 750 horsepower triple-expansion engine manufactured by  the 
Fulton Iron Works of San Francisco. Built for the Yosemite Steamship Company, a 
"single-ship corporation" of San Francisco, Yosemi te carried passengers and up to 
850,000 board feet of lumber on her coastwise voyages. [2] In 1916 she was 
purchased by Pope and Talbot of San Francisco, the largest lumber firm on the 
Pacific Coast. As the first steam schooner purchased by the company, Yosemite was 
only one of the vessels in its ffeet. She proved to be a successful investment: "she 
showed an annual profit of $15,000 during the 10 years she operated." [3] For the 
remainder of her career, Yosemite ran between San Francisco and the Pope and 
Talbot sawmills a t  Port Ludlow, Washington. 

Steaming out of San Francisco on February 6 ,  1926, Yosemite carried 25 tons of 
dynamite. In the early hours of February 7,  the ship was off Point Reyes in a 
thick fog when she hit the rocks below Point Reyes light, tearing a hole in her bow. 
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As Capt. Silvia backed off tlic I . O C ~ S ,Yoscinite began to flood. I 'hc  radio operator 
broadcast a disircss signal, which was p i c l t ~ dup by the ste: im sctiooricr. Wil lamei ie  
only five miles away. WiIi:!rncttc rcscuccI Yosemitc 's crew, who Iiad takcn to the 
boats and lmided back for  S:in 1:rnncisco. l 'hc Red Stack tug  Sca R a ~ ~ e r ,  
dispatched by Pope and I'albot, ran a 11n~vscrto Yoseniite, whose starbosird side wwi 
now subnlcrged. l 'he  tug bcgnn to tow hcr loward the Coldcn Gntc, but thc task 
was difficult. Waves constantly washcd ovcr Yoscinitc and ttie Iiawscr sna i~gcd
oiicc. 141 

After  a clay-long battle with thc sea, Sc:i R:ing:cr arrived :it the  Sail t-~.aiicisco1 3 a r  
around 2:OO a.m.  on February 8, towing tlic water-logged Yosciilitc. 'I'lic scliooncr 
began to d r i f t ,  a n d  the tug, with A1 cngines going f u l l  speed ahead, was pullcd 
astern. The anchor was droplied and torn away, and finnlly :it 3:l 5 a.m.,  Y,mejli!
broke free. Fiftccn minutcs later, the s h i p  crashed on Ocenri I3cac11, 1~1.eal~inga1xit.t 

w:isas she hit the beach a t  the foot of Futton Street, jus t  below Cliff .House. -1'11~1-e 
some speculation tha t  the stcam schooner's dynami te  cargo Irntl exploded, tlioug 11 tlic 
tug's cr-ew rcported that  Yoscmi te  had f';illcn apa r t  in the surf': 

Whatever the cause, the ship was splintered to atoms. HCI.wrcckmge, 
a litter of s1i;ittcrcd tiiiibcrs, ein11~ypowder boxes and b r ~ k ~ n~ p : i r ~ ,  
dotted the beach f rom tlie foot of 1:tilton street to I~leishrickcrPool. 
H U ~ Cposts wcre twisted and spars were rcdiiced to splinters. 151 

It was also noted t h a t  "a 1:irgc piecc of ihe ship is :igraund 11 quarter of' ii milc o u t  
arid stands a torn and dejcctcd i n ~ i i ~ ~ i i ~ ~ i tto the ship....I' 161 

Thousands of spectators crowclcd the beach for  the next few days, pickirig up
souvenirs arid posing f o r  pictures anlidst  ttie wreckage. 'L'lle largest surviving piece
of Yosernite's hul l  drifted ashore bottorn 1111, s111irs:IriIlg into the Lurline L'icr a t  ttie 
foot of Fulton Strect. 1 1 1 ~pier, which hcid ill1 i n t ake  pipe fo r  Saii 1;rancisca's 
saltwater Lurlinc 13aths, was battcrcd by the hulk until 250 f'cct o r  the picr w;is torli 

away. i7] Thc beach was g l ~ d u a l l yC I C ~ I I . C ~  of smnllel- debris, but B week l l f te t - the 
wreck large sections of Yoccniiic's h u l l  rcmnined visiblc. 

NOTES 



Debi.is JroyIi the wrecked s t e m  schooi~crYnscmite litters Ucearz Bench in February 
1926. The  hull, bottoni up, lies irz the surf m z t .  the brokeji renzaius of the salt ivatcr 
iritake f o r  the Lurlirie Baths. Courtesy of Sari Fmncisco Marifinie N H P .  
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VE§SEL LOSSES, LAND'S END WRECKS 

Stephen A. Haller 

These vessels are known to have wrecked at Land's End, either along the rocky 
stretch between Point Lobos and China Beach, or on the sandy stretches of China 
and Baker Beaches. 

Caroline Amelia, 1850 
Coos Bav, 1927 m,1881 
Frank H.Buck, 1937 
Frank Jones, 1877 
George Louis, 1882 
Java, 1854 
Lyman A.  Stewart, I922 
Unnamed Scow, 1892 
Schah Jehan, 1867 
Trifolicum, 1914 
Viscata, 1868 

Caroline Amelia 

Caroline Amelia was a Danish bark that wrecked on Mile Rocks on March 19, 1850. 
She is not listed in Llovd's Register in the several years prior to 1850, and therefore 
the only source of information on the vessel and her wreck is an account that 
appeared in the Alta California of March 20, 1850: 

Danish bark Caroline Amelia, which cleared on the 16th inst. for 
Costa Rica, was wrecked on the Mile Rocks in the offing yesterday 
morning. She was running for "the needles" when the breeze 
suddenly died away and a strong ebb tide set her in shore. She 
dropped anchors but her chain cables parted, and, in spite of all the 
exertions of the officers and crew she was driven by force of the 
current directly upon the above named rocks, staving an ugly hole in 
her bottom. Being an old ship her timbers soon gave way and filling 
steadily she went down in about ten fathoms of water, entirely out of 
sight. The captain succeeded in getting his chronometers, 
instruments, clothes, and money out of the ship before she sunk, and 
the crew saved all their dunnage. 

The reference t o  Costa Rica may indicate that Caroline Amelia was intending to 
pick up a load of gold-seekers who were crossing the isthmus of Central America 
on their way to California; this conjecture is supported by the fact that there is no 
mention of cargo or passengers southbound in the A h ' s  story. 

Coos Bav 

Coos Bay was built in 1909 at  Sparrow's Point, Maryland, by the Maryland Steel 
Company, and originally named Vulcan. She was a steel-hulled vessel, intended �or 
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service as a collier, with ti pilotliotxse fo rward  of niidshigs, and additionnl 
supe~structiireaft. V u h n  was powei-ect by c i i i a l  tr iple-expnt~sionstcam cngi tics 
producing 3,500 indicated hnrscpowcr-. As  built,  she incastired 5,451 gross
tons,2,989 net ions,  and the diincnsions of' her h u l l  were 786 foot length, 5 3  fool 
beam, and 29.8 foot depth of hold. [ 1 j 

Vulcnn was owned by the Navy Department. 13ascd i n  13nltirnorc, shc was used to 
coal U.S. Navy vessels, and served vai.ious depots along the .EasternScaboard. A f t c r  
B long career that included service in Worlcl \Val- 1 ,  Vulcaii  wus sold i n  1924 to the  
Pacific States I,uruber Company of Delaware for  use on the West Coast. 'I'hc sale 
reflected the passing of the older- woodcn-hullccl stearn sc1iooiict.s tha t  had beell llic 
backbone of the West Coast Itiiiibci- trade since the 1880s. Not only hi niatiy of 
thcse vessels reached the end of' thcir useful lifeiiine, bu t  luriiber tnills had begun to 
ship their tiinber directly to IaIgc ports such :IS 1 I i~~nbold tI h y ,  niaking the 
operatio11 of I n  rge r steel -hIII led f r  e ig I1tc 1's eco 11 o IIIica I1p f eas i I)Ic? . 

Vulcan was sent to Norfolk, Virgini:i, for  alterations and r.econiiilioning, a n d  
emerged with greater freight capacity (net  toiiiiagc? now 3,176) iis COOSIhv.  [21 
Coos Bay was sent into the I'acit'ic via the l):iii:~ina Canal, a n d  irnincdintcly bcj::ln 
plying the coastal routc, ca r ry ing  lumbcr  froin the Northwest to Sail Francisco a n d  
Sai l  Pedro. 

On October 22, 1927, Coos I h y  1cLt S a i l  P'micisco i n  ballast f o r  Coos 13ay, Orogoti. 
She dcparted late in  the evcning, and entel-cil thick fog ;is she clcarcd the Goldcii 
Gate. In the poor conditions, thc Cog signals echoed conf~isirigly.  A strong c b b  tide 
arid a nortfrwcstcrly swcll causcd the  s i i ip  to s t r ap  f a r  o u t  0 1 '  tiic rneiii ship ch:inncl 



without the knowledge of Capt. B. W. Olson. Coos Bav swung toward the south, 
but never cleared the bight outside the Gate, At 8:06 p.m. the ship struck the rocks 
at Land's End to the east of Cliina Beach. The hull was torn open and the engine 
room began to flood. The  "black gang" fled as the main steam line ruptured, and 
steam and power were lost throughout the ship. 

The  33 officers and crew waited out the night on deck as heavy swells continued to 
batter the vessel. At  daybreak rescuers appeared on the scene, They readied a 
breeches buoy and fired the Lyle gun. The first shot had too great a charge, and it 
sailed over the heads of the rescue crew and the crowd that had gathered, to score a 
bull's eye on the home of a very surprised E. A. Kinney of 3633 Clement Street. 
Subsequent shots found their mark, however, and 14 crew members were saved by 
breeches buoy. The remainder were removed by  boat. 

By the next night, Coos Bav's decks had split under the tremendous pounding of the 
seas, and the vessel was doomed. All subsequent efforts to free her failed, and she 
was abandoned, For several years, the hulk remained relatively intact, and attracted 
curiosity-seekers to the site. The bow became bent and wrenched free, but the rest 
of the hull remained above water. The San Francisco Junior Chamber of Commerce 
began a campaign that eventually led to the scrapping of the vessel in April 1930, 
and all that remains visible today is an assortment of battered metal exposed at low 
tide. Various small metal fittings fruni  the wreck are still occasionally recovered in 
the area east of China Beach. [ 3 ]  

NOTES 

1 
Op. ci t . ,  Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1910). 

2 
Ibid. (1926). 

3 
Delgado, Shipwrecks of the Golden Gate ,  (San Francisco: National Maritime Museum Association, 1984). 

The  147.95-ton two-masted scow schooner Elko of San Francisco, "formerly owned 
and used as a coal scow by the Central Pacific Railroad Company," spent the last 
years of her career working in the Pacific Coast lumber trade. [ l ]  On April 26, 
1881, Elko loaded with lumber from Salmon Creek, California, crossed San 
Francisco Bar and was off the South Head (Point Labos) when she was caught by 
the outgoing tide, which swept her in toward the rocks. Both of her anchors were 
let go, but the schooner grounded at Land's End. [2] The tug Wizard responded to 
the wreck but, as she readied a hawser to pull Elks off ,  came down on a submerged 
rock and had to return to San Francisco. 

Two more tugs, Rescue and Water Witch, then responded to the wreck and attached 
a line, but as Rescue pulled Elko free, the rope was cut by the rocks and the 
schooner went ashore again, "where she remained all day, lying in a bad position 
and full of water." Late in the afternoon two more tugs, NeDtune and Monarch, 
attempted to pull Elko off  the rocks, but could not approach her in the heavy surf, 
which by then was "making a clean breach over the vessel .... After waiting about 
two hours, they were compelled to give i t  up for  a hopeless job." Salvage was not 
attempted as it would scarcely pay to work a t  it on account of the locality of the 
wreck, approach by  sea being next to impossible, and the only access by land being 
a trail perpendicular up  the side of Point Lobas. [3] 
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No furtlici- rilelition was iiiaclc about the w r c c k  at' lill<o aftcr thc initial ;iccount ol' 
her loss. 
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Frank H. Buck 

Frank H. Buck was built i n  1913-14 at San Francisco by  the Union Iron Works for 
the Associated Oil Company of California, and named for  its president. She was 
said to be "the largest oil tank steamer flying the American flag, having I S  oil tanks 
and a carrying capacity of 62,000 barrels of oil." Of 3,850 net, 6,076 gross tons, 
she measured 408.8 feet long with a 55.5-foot beam and 31.7-foot depth of hold, 
and was powered by a (26.5-hch, 45-inch, 75-inch by 48-inch) tripLe-expansion 
steam engine. Her sister ship was Lvrnan Stewart, launched later the same year at 
Union. [1] 

Frank H. Buck had an adventurous career that first took her between New York 
and far-flung ports in Europe, Central America, and Asia. In July 191s in the 
midst of World War I, she exchanged fire with a German U-boat outside New York 
harbor. On September 13 of that same year, she destroyed another U-boat by 
gunfire in the mid-Atlantic. [2] Twice in 1924, she brushed with disaster. Once 
her rudder was wrenched free by heavy seas but she made port at Eureka, 
California, under a jury-rigged rudder. Later, she ran aground at Point Pinos near 
Monterey because of a navigational error. Holed and leaking, she was abandoned 
by  her crew, but was eventually towed free and repaired. In 1935, she was struck 
by bullets fired from a high-powered rifle while crossing the Carquinez Straits at a 
time when tankships were involved in a labor dispute. She survived her sister ship 
Lvman Stewart by 15 years, but met a similar end at the same spot, in the greatest 
coincidence in  the annals of shipwrecks at the Golden Gate. 

gal-ge.5 punzp oil from the haIf-sunk hulk of the tanker Frnrik H .  Ruck, 1937. The 
strstzded jreighter Ohiorrri, wrecked iii 1936, cari he seen ia the hackground. Coui~tcsy 
OJ Sari Frailcisco Mai.ilinzc N H P .  

6 5  




On March 6, 1337, wliilc entering the Golden Gate with a fu l l  cargo of oil f rom 
Venturn, Frank 1 1 .  Iluck was rarnnicd head-on by the I h l l a r  Lines 1irxui.y passcrigcr 
liner PI-esident-CoolidEe o u t w a ~ ~ Ibound for  the Orient. Although conditions were 
generally cleiir inside the bay, the fog dropped like a curt:iin just a t  the Goldcn 
Gate 13ridge. Coolidge and heard warning signals too latc, and  spotlcd cwli 
other o d y  when collision was uiiavoidable, i n  spite of imincdiote cvasive action. 
Although the bow was crushed, Coolidge was not in  a n y  dangcr of sinking. 13irck, 
under Capt. R. W. Kclly, headed away f rom itie cliff's ot' the norttici-n headlands, i n  
hopcs that the strong ebb  would carry the vessel lo whcre stic could be beaclml. 
When tlie vessel was down by  the bow and trailing oil, ttic crew wcis ordered inlo 
the boats. Reninrltably, no lives WCIX lost i n  the collision. '1.Iie crippled tankcr 
finally came to rest, stern out  01' water,  iicross the bow of 1,ym:iii  Stewart, (iirccriy
off Land's lind. [31 

Although tlie stern continued for  some tiine to swing free i n  tlie currcnts of the 
ship chaiinel, 13uck's bow rcmaincd wedged firmly in the rocks, arid 2\11 attenigts to 
f ree  the vessel failed. The reinnins were dynamited i n  1938 to clear the harbor 
approach, and the hulk rapidly broke up.  Now only the engine and sternpost can 
now be seen a t  low water, next  to the engiiie ol' the T..yrnan Stcwart. 'I'he wreck has 
invited scavcnging by berichcombers and diver-s over thc years, a n d  the site 
occasionally yields coggcr pipc, ship's fittings, and the letters that once spclt oui I i ~ t .  
name. 

F r a n k  Jones was built i n  t 874 a t  Portsmouth, Ncw 1 Iampshire, b y  Daniel Mnrcy ,
a h  the owner of the vcssel. Shc made two trips with gcocrnl car~~:oaver- a 
triangular r ~ ~ u t cbetween New Yorl;, S a i l  l'rancisco, and  Liverpool, before she was 
lost, [ l ]  The ship was n statrnolily huilt IMwn--~I<astcrwith a riiediiiri~-fullnioclcl 
lriill of oak, fastciied with copgcr- atid ii.on. Slic carried the three sqiiar.c-rigl;ed 
masts of' R f'ull-i.igged ship. Shc mcasurctl 1,452 tons, a n d  was 203 f'cct long, 110 
fcci wiclc, and had a 24-loot  clcytli of Iiolcl. [2 j  
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The vessel was quickly sold at the Merchant’s Exchange to one Capt. Lees for 
$4,750. The salvager immediately stripped her of stores, spars, and sails, and 
installed steam pumps in an attempt to work the wreck free and repair her. This 
hard work proved in vain, however, and she was sold again to Col. A.  W. Van 
Schmidt for a mere $700. He attempted to raise her farther up the beach and 
repair her there, but failed utterly, and the vessel was dismantled. I41 

Because of the thorough salvage activity at the site of the wreck, it is unlikely that 
any sizable intact portions of the vessel remain. There may, however, be 
miscellaneous scattered fragments and ship’s fittings buried under the sands to the 
south of Fort Point that were missed by salvors or buried by waves. 

NOTES 


1 
Op. cit., Matthews, p. 119. 

2 
Op.  t i t . ,  American Lloyd’s (1876). 

3 
Op. cit., Matthews, p. 120. 

4 
Martin, Wallace E , ed. Sail and Steam on t h e  rthern California Coast, 1850-1900 (San Francisco: 
National Maritime Museum Association, 1983) p, 92. 

The ship Frnrzk Jones, stranded and a m n l  loss at Baker’s Beach, iiear the Golden Gute, 
1877. Courtesy o f  Saiz Francisco Maritime NHP.  
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_I
George I a u i s  was a small schooner of 40 tntis. She carr-icd tIic official number of 
10730, and was bnscd i n  Sail 1'r:incisco. While bouncl frorii Sail Fr~inciscoLo 'I ' imbcr 
Cove, California, on March 8,  IS82 {prcsiin~:ibIyto load liimbcr), she went :kshoI'c! 
inside Mile Kock, six and onc~-Iinlt'iiiiies northeast of tlic Golden Gate l'ark 
Lifesaving Station. 'Ilie caplnin, Er-icltson, a i i d  the crcw of tlitcc were saved, but  
the vcsscl, valued at $4,000, was a total loss. 



states that, after service as a storeship, “Java, which lay near Broadway Wharf, 
aEterward made a trip to sea, but finally came back and (Charles) Hare broke her 
UP.“ 

NOTE 

L 
Marshall, California Shipwrecks: Footsteps in the Sea (Seattle, Washington: Superior Publishing 
Company, 1978) p. 102. 

Lyman A. Stewart 

Lvman A .  Stewart was built in 1914 at  San Francjsco’s Union Iron Works. She was 
a steel-hulled oil tanker, identical to her sister, Frank H. Buck. (Refer to the 
section on Buck for dimensions of Stewart.) 

Named for  the president and one of the founders of the Union Oil Company, 
Lyman A .  Stewart was delivered to her owners 10 months after her sister ship. 
Unlike Buck, however, she had a n  uneventful career in coastwise service on the 
West Coast. Shortly after leaving the Union Oil Company’s docks at  the San 
Francisco Bay port of Ofeum, heavy with oil, Lyman A. Stewart approached the 
GoIden Gate. A heavy swell and a strong tidal current added to the danger of a 
thick fog bank as the tanker proceeded out the harbor entrance. At the same time 
the freighter Walter A .  Luckenbach was inbound through the Gate at the end of a 
long voyage from New York. At 3:27 p.m. on October 7, 1922, the fog cleared long 
enough for  Capt. Brenner of Luckenbach to see the long hull of Stewart cut across 
his bow. The freighter cut  deep into the port side of the heavily laden tanker, 
causing water 

The taiiker Lvrriniz Slc1vat.t ugrmizd at Laitd’s Erzd iri 1922. Courtesy of Sail Franciscu 
Muritime NHP. 

69 



to rush in and put t ing 1 x 1 .  down by the bow iiiimcdiately. Tlie captain of SLewarb 
ordcred hands to abaiidori ship, as he stayed wi th  his comrunnd and piloted her 
toward shorc. 'l'he ship leaked oil as shc went. Stewart glo~i i ided011 the racks at  
Laiid*s End a n d  tore out hcr bottom or1 the jaggccl Ioclts. All Iiands wcre srivccl. I j 

I n  spite of strenuous efforts to float her, I , y m a n  A .  Stewart reniainccl lrard figrouiitl. 
Eveiitually, licavy seas picked u p  the hu lk  and jarnmcd it t'artiicr u p  on tlic rocks, 
breaking it in two. 121 I n  1936, the wtcck of Stewart and hcr sister t;r:iiik I-!. Iiiick 
werc dynamited in a n  e f for t  to clear thc entralicc of the I1nrbor- o f  visible wi-cclts. 
'I'lie dismciiibered hullts of both vessels slipped further below the waves, where n o w  
onty the engine block of Stewart protrudes nt low tide. [ 3 ]  

Walter A .  Luckenbach was ablc to mal;e port under Iier own power, and was soon 
put back in service, although her- ensuring was replete with collisions. I n  1938 she 
collklcd with the Japanese motorship Arilnnsaii Mar-u in  San 1)cdr-(3harbor, and in  
1940 she struck the Norwegian dr iger : i to r  cargo ship I'anania Ex- i n  heavy fog
off Cape Mcndocino. [41 

On Octobcr 12, 1892, a n  i i i inarwi l  scow drifted ;isliore one and  one-lialf' rnilcs sou th  
of the Far? l'oiiit Lifesaving Station, a n d  was totally wreckcd. '1'1ievessel was 
valued a t  $1,500 and carried gcar worth $500. A wire cable w a s  1'1111 lo a tugboat, 
wliiclr attempted in  vain to haul the scow of f ,  'I'hc! scow was tlicn str.igped of 
everything of v:ilue th:rt could bc savctl, iricliitiiiig the t til:'s parted cuklc, in ii 
proccss tha t  look tllc! SalVoI~sthIm3 days.  .I ' I lC cslirllatcd V?IlUC or the loss WL1S .p; 1,950. 
No i n j  tirics occurred a n d  110 livcs WCIC lost i n  this incident. 
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driven ashore between Point Lobos and the South Head, where her bottom was stove 
in. All aboard reached shore safely. [2] 

The wreck was sold to salvors shortly thereafter, but broke up before any salvage 
activity could take place. “A cleaner break-up and disappearance we never saw in 
our life,” stated the newspaper. 131 

NOTES 

1 

San Francisco Daily Alta California, February 5, 1867. 

2 
Ibid., February 4, 1867 

n
J 

Ibid., February 6, 1867. 

Tri f 01 i cum 

Trifolicurn is the name of a vessel listed in Marshall as having wrecked at Land’s 
End in 1914. No further account a f  this incident or mention of this vessel in any 
register has been found. 

NOTE 

1 
Op. cit. ,  Marshall, p. 103. 

Viscata 

Viscata was built in 1864 in Liverpool, England, by Hart. She was staunchly built, 
with a hull of iron and one bulkhead. Lloyd’s gave her its highest rating during 
surveys in Liverpool and San Francisco. Viscata was a 1,065-ton vessel, whose hull 
measured 204 feet long, with a 32.8-foot beam and 21.6-foot depth of hold. [ l ]  She 
is referred to as both a bark and a ship, but photographic evidence taken at the site 
of her stranding clearly shows her crossing a square yard for  a mizzen course, and 
therefore she was rigged as a ship at the time of her loss. 

Viscata was owned by J. Steel of Liverpool, who engaged her in a deep-water trade 
that took her more than once to San Francisco Bay to load cargoes of California 
grain, presumably in exchange for  manufactured goods from England. [2] On 
March 7, 1868, Viscata cleared North Point and stood out the Golden Gate on an 
ebb tide. Capt. Drummond was the master, but the ship was under the direction of 
the port pilot, Capt. Jolliff, who had recently been in charge of the ill-fated Oliver 
Cutts, wrecked off Alcatraz only 55 days before. The wind was coming out of the 
northwest, and the ship began to beat her way out the narrow harbor entrance, 
tacking once off Fort Point, again off the Sausalito side, and attempting to do so a 
third time near the Fort again. On the last attempt, the wind shifted suddenly to 
the north and she missed stays and was taken aback. A t  the time she was 
dangerously close to the frothing rip of a counter-current that further complicated 
the maneuver. While moving astern, the starboard anchor was dropped, and 60 
fathoms of chain were run out  in an attempt to bring the vessel’s head into the 
wind, The fates conspired against the vessel, however, for  the anchor stock broke 
and the anchor failed to hold. It was now too late to avoid grounding, for  to have 
let go a second anchor at that point would have caused the vessel to damage herself 
by running over her awn chain. Vicscatn came up broadside on the sands of Baker 
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NOTES 

I 
Op. cit., Lloyd’s Register (1861-68) 

2 
San Francisco Daily A k a  California, April 28,  1868. 

3 
hid . ,  March 13, 1868. 

4 
Ibid., March 23, 18F8. 

5 
Ibid., April 30, 1868. 

Viscnta, a total loss oft Bakel.’s Beach, 1868. Saiz Fmicisco Maritinze N H P  photo by
CCrrlelori JYatkiii.7. 
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13eacl1, where successive waves pushed 11cr higher and Iiighci u n t i l  she  could be 
reached by foot a t  low tidc. 131 

The tug liescue attcmptcd to pull her lice on the high tidc, bill lailecl, and t h e  
vessel was sold a t  auction to M C ~ S I S .Stevcris, 13aI;ci & Co. f'or $22,500 i i i  gold :It t h c  
Merclianl's Lxclianp;e. 'l'he pi evail ing calm weather,  and tlie vesscI's pociliori 
embeddcd in  soft sand, iiiacic it "gcuetaIIy bclicvcd that tlicic i s  a big thing i n  the 
purchase of the vessel, as she is lying, a t  tlie pi ice paid." 141 'I'hc C:II~O of 32,771 
IOU-pound snclcs of wheat was, howevci, sold separ ately--and the vcssel's fate was 
scaled. l'lie owiicis of the vcsscl, while s t i i pp ing  the ship of topmasts, i igging, : t l id 
spars, nnd engngitig a slearri pump 10 keep the hold dry,  ici used a t  f i is t  lo allow t h e  
owiiels of tlic caigo lo rciuovc the sacks of w l m t .  Allhougli riiuch of the cutgo 
was eveurually removed f rom the h ~ i l lin  an cffoit to l ightea sliip and allow hcl- to 
be flontcd flee, tlic cffoi Is CBIIIC loo Iatr .  When ;i Iierivy s l o i ~ ncmic  u p ,  bolh 
paltics lost out as the vessel went to pieces. 

Newspaper accounts stated that  "the sceiie a t  the eiine was mngnif ' iccnl--~he huge 

rollers, conring in with nri1itar.y irec cis ion at id regularity, lifting thcir- CI 'CS~S  with a 

migh ty  roar arid hurling tlleinsclvcs ugoli the farcd ship, 21s if iletcrmined to destroy 

her utterly, while the scii and shoi-c were strewn with her tiiiibers, deck plnnking, 

and such portions of hcr cargo a s  had not yet been talccii froni hcr. 

Notwi th stand in g the mi 11 t 11nt 11 ou re (1 dow 11 ti 11ccasi I i  g14' , ma i i  y p I:r so i i  s rode o tit 

from thc city to witness the scene, alid the bluff and the bcaoh wcrc wvercd a t  

times with spectators." it was furthct stated that 


she hiid worked loosc f1~oriihcI bcti of sand, atid somewlml i'nrtlier 
inshore, wlicii her wooden decks beg1111to yield to the tremcmio 11s 
blows of tlic waves, and gradually broke iig as the bealiis wcrc 
broken and timbers twisted atid split to pieces. With the deck gone 
and the hold filled wit11 water, the waves had ful l  swccp. 'The iron 
platcs on her starboard side near the bow arid stern bcgali t o  yield. 
Tlie searus along tlic bilge I x g a n  to open also, arid the m:tinnrast, 
with ilic iron iiiaintopmnst, fcll out  and wcrit over t h e  s i d e  to 
seaward, while tlic port  sick of the liu11 succunibcd to tlic pwssutc
arid curled in "like a burrit slioc." 'I'hc iron foreimsi w:is :ilso bcrii 
and broken, threatening to fa l l  ;it ai iy  moment. 'I'he mizzenriiast 
;1lo iic stood ercc t and a p pea rcd 11 ni nj11red.. ..A t 11 i h t i'ii I I 0111y t h c 
Ingged a n d  torn slicll of iron was left to toll of tlic magnit'icent 
ship .... [ S ]  

I t  would appcar f rom this account t ha t  eonsidcrablc material rcmnios of Viscnta i l ~ y  


indecd be buried under the s;111ds of' Iiaker 13each near 01' below the title h i e .  

However, it is obvious c h a r  such rcmaias would be ttiorc in the riature of' twisted 

wreckilge of the hull  and inasts, than ally substantial intact p o d o m  OF the VCSSCI. 

Excellent photographic documentation exists tha t  would slid in pinpointing the 

location of her reinains. 


As a postsctipt, i t  is to be noted that t he  pilol's license W;IS ievoked b y  tlic Pilot 
Examincrs, in spite of suppoi.tivc testimony by Chpt. l~rurn inondof Viscnta. 
Exanilncrs reasoned that Ire should not h i v e  iitteinptcd to conic about so close to a n  
obvious back eddy, and that more efforts sliould have bee11 midc to let go ;I sccond 
enchor. 1.51 
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VESSEL LOSSES, FORT POINT TO FORT MASON, AND 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND 

James P. Delgado 

These vessels are known to have wrecked within Golden Gate National Recreation 

Area park boundaries between Fort Point, the Marina, and Fort Mason; only one 

vessel is listed as a total loss on Alcatraz Island. 


Aberdeen, 1853 

Chateau Palmer, 1856 

City of Chester, 1886 

Citv of Rio de Janeiro, 1901 

General Cushing, 1858 

Golden Fleece, 1854 

Granada, 1860 

Isaac Jeanes, 1876 

Oliver Cutts, 1868 

Sarnoset, 1852 


Abe r (1 e en 

The 718-ton ship Aberdeen was built at Warren, Maine, in 1847. 111 The 
circumstances of her loss in late December 1852, or early January 1853, are not 
recorded, but the log of the United States Revenue Marine cutter Frolic noted the 
wreck lay at the Golden Gate "ashore on the Rock off Fort Pt." [Z] On January 8, 
Capt. Douglass Ottinger boarded the wreck "and found her broken into two upon 
the rocks." 131 By January 9, 1853, the wreck had gone to pieces and Frolic landed 
a crew to "save property" for the owners: 13 hams, 5 pieces of pork, 1 keg of 
butter, and 1 box of soap were salvaged. [4] 

The remains of the vessel evidently stayed on the rocks at  Fort Point for  some time; 
on February 16, 1854, the California Legislature passed a joint resolution instructing 
California's Congressional delegation to "obtain an appropriation from Congress, if 
possible, sufficient to procure the removal of the wreck of the ship Aberdeen, 
which now lies at the entrance of the Bay of San Francisco, and presents a serious 
obstruction to commerce." [ S ]  

NOTES 

3 
Forrest R. Holdcamper, List of American-Flag Merchant Vessels Which Received Certificates of ReRistry 
OP Enrollment a t  the Port of New York, 1796-1869, (Washington, D.C.: The National Archives, 1968) 
VOl. 1, p.  13. 

2 
Log of the United States Revenue Cutter Frolic,Entry for January 7, 1853. Records of the United 
States Coast Guard, Record Group 26, National Archives, Washington, D.C. 

3 
Ibid., FroIic log, Entry for January 8 ,  1853. 

4 
Ibid., Entry for January 9, 1853. 
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'Ibid., I l n i ly  h l t n  California, Miiy 5 ,  1856. 
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metal. Taking about 24 passengers with her, Citv of Chester plunged deep into the 
Golden Gate channel. [4] 

Oceanic, though badly damaged, managed to stay afloat as members of the liner's 
crew leapt into the water to save the survivors from Citv of Chester, The wreck's 
location was marked by an oil slick that guided diver Victor Hinston to her. At 50 
fathoms "he found the vessel lying across the channel cut in two. Water was 
rushing through the cut like a mill race." [ S ]  No attempt was made to salvage the 
wreck until 1890, when wrecker Thomas Whitelaw sounded the wreck; "it was 
discovered that the City of Chester lay on a sloping ledge with her bow in 40 
fathoms of water and her stern in 46 fathoms. This depth was too great ...and it is 
not probable that any attempt will be made to raise her." 161 

NOTES 

1 
Op.  cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1888) p. 278. 

2 
[Eureka, CaIifornia] Weekly Humboldt Times, November 4, 1882. 

3 
[Eureka, California] Weekly Times-Telephone, January 2 and January 9, 1886. 

4 
San Francisco Chronicle, August 23 and August 24, 1888; San Francisco Examiner, August 23, 24 and 
25, 1888. 

5 
Op. cit., Weekly Humboldt Times, October 11, 1888. 

6 
Ibid., December 11, 1890. 
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passengers and crew to a watery grave. [8] Most of the 82 survivors were pulled 
f rom makeshift rafts and wreckage by fishing boats that arrived on the scene as 
they departed for the day's fishing. The passing of the steamer left a Iarge amount 
of small debris on the water; "small bits of broken planking strewed the vicinity of 
the wreck and floated with the changing tide, leaving a grewsome [sic] trail from 
Land's End up through Raccoon Straits to the Berkeley shores." [9] 

The vessel apparently sank intact; little floated up from the wreck save a few bodies 
and light flotsam. In July 1902, the pilothouse tore free from the submerged hulk 
and drifted ashore at Fort Baker inside the Gate. Inside the pilothouse, the badly 
decomposed corpse of Citv of Rio de Janeirq's captain, William Ward, was found, 
still partially clad in his uniform, The captain was identified by  his distinctive 
watch and its fob, a Chinese silver coin. [ lo ]  The wreck of City of Rio de Janeiro 
was the worst maritime disaster off San Francisco's shores, and bitter condemnation 
of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, Capt. Ward, and, to some extent, Pilot 
Jordan, continued for  years. The master was ultimately blamed. "This is the second 
Iarge steamship [the first was the Pacific Mail steamer Citv of New York in  18331 
lost within the Heads through a gross neglect to obey the promptings of sound 
seamanship." [ 1 11 The wreck was sought unsuccessfully for  decades, the endeavors 
spurred by rumors of treasure on board, The various search and salvage efforts 
came to naught until 1985, when the remains of the steamer were apparently finally 
located in approximately 300 feet of water outside the Golden Gate. A claim for 
salvage has been filed with the State of California's State Lands Commission; this 
threat to the vessel is more fully discussed in the chapter dealing with salvage and 
other impacts to shipwrecks in the study area. 

i 

The ill-jated Citv o f  Rio de  Jnireii~o,lost it{ 1901 nl the Golden Gale. Oize-1iundi.eil­
aticl-l~veirl~!-eightpersons were kil led,  niakirig this the wor.sf shipwreck disaster irr the 
Gulf nf tlrc Far.aIlorzes. Courtesy of Sari Fimcisco Maritinie NHP. 
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NOTES 

I1 
San kp'rancisco I3ulletiii, J u l y  18, 1902, 

Alexander Woolf, "'l'lie l,om of t l i u  Rio do Jnnoiro," Overlair<l M o ~ i l h l y ,A p ~ i l1901, p. 851. 
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NOTES 

1 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, October 17, 1858 

2 
Ibid 

3 
Ibid. 

4 
Ibid., October 18,1858. 

5 
Ibid. 

Golden Fleece 

The 968-ton clipper ship Golden Fleece was built by Paul Curtis a t  Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1852. Golden Fleece was 173 feet long, with a 35-foot beam and 
a 21-foot depth of hold. [ l ]  The clipper sailed from Boston on August 16, 1852, 
for  her maiden voyage to San Francisco. After a difficult passage, she arrived at 
San Francisco on January 4, 1853, with 1 1  passengers and a typically varied, 
speculative Gold-Rush-era cargo: 

95 cases Burton ale, 3211 ft.  oak plank, butter, hoes, 100 kegs white 
lead, 359 plough beams, drugs, candles, 25 boxes peppersauce, 6 
churns, chairs, 55 bundIes agricultural implements, camphene, 16 
boxes gas and lamp fixtures, 5 boxes boiled cabbage, 3 boxes mutton 
soup, 7 boxes chicken soup, 112 grindstones, 12 vegetable cutters, 
200 ox bows, 50 bales of oakum and assorted goods. [2] 

Golden FIeece made a return voyage to the East Coast, sailing for  Boston via 
Manila. She then sailed from New York for San Francisco a secGnd time, arriving 
at  the Golden Gate on April 10, 1854, after a 128-day passage. [3] 

On April 22,1854, Golden Fleece departed San Francisco for  Manila. She was 
wrecked when beating out of the Golden Gate. Caught in an eddy, she missed stays 
and drifted ashore outside the gate at Fort Point. The next day found her "lying 
broadside OR to the rocks ...bilged and full of water, her mainmast is gone, aIsa the 
fore and main top mast." [4] The tugs Resolute and Hercules attempted to pull 
Golden Fleece from the rocks and failed. By April 24 the salvage of the vessel was 
underway, the tug Resolute taking away "two loads of sails and rigging ...." The  ship 
lay "stern on, all her masts gone, save the stump of the mainmast.'' [ 5 ]  

The wreck of Golden Fleece was sold at public auction on April 24, 1854, to 
Messrs. Bokee and Thromb of San Francisco for  $2,600. [6] Over the next few days 
they worked to strip and lighten the vessel: 

The purchasers of the wreck are busily engaged stripping her of 

everything moveable, at the same time preparations are being made to 

raise her ....The sails, rigging, guns, &C., saved by the consignee of 

the ship, were sold at auction yesterday, the two brass pieces 

bringing $580. [71 


The salvors sent 300 men to the wreck in late April to strip her, [8] but four of 
them were drowned on May 1 when their boat capsized in  the surf as they headed 
from the ship to shore, [9] Six days later, i t  was noted that all efforts to salvage the 
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G ra na(1a 

The 1,058 91/95-ton, sidewheel steamship Granada was built by Jeremiah Sirnonson 
at  New York in 1855. Granada was 228 feet long, with a 31-foot beam and a 
15.6-foot depth of hold and was propelled by a vertical-beam marine steam engine. 
[ l ]  Granada carried passengers between New York and Panama for  the United 
States Mail Steamship Company from 1857 to 1859. [2] In earIy I860 she operated 
between New York and New Orleans. Granada came to grief in January 1860 on 
striking floating ice on the Hudson River. After an anxious race to New York, she 
sank at the dock. The following day, as steam pumps labored to raise the sunken 
steamer, one of the boilers burst, killing one deck hand and scalding several others. 
The boiler flew 20 feet into the air, landing on Granada's pilothouse. [3] Granada 
was finally raised and repaired. The owner, Marsha11 0. Roberts, President of the 
United States Mail Steamship Company, then decided to send his steamship through 
the Straits of Magellan into the Pacific. 

Granada was intended as the first steamer on a steamship line to  link San Francisco 
with the East Coast by means of a land route across Mexico's Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec; she ran in tandem with the steamer Moses Rogers. [4] Arriving off 
the Golden Gate on October 13, 1860, Granada was wrecked when her main steam 
line broke, disabling the engine and scalding the chief engineer. Without power, 
the steamer drifted into the surf, grounding on a sandbar near Fort Point's beach. 
[ 5 ]  	Within two days, the grounded steamer was a total loss. Drifting u p  close to 
the high-water mark on the beach, her seams open, Granada lay in nine feet of 
water with the tide ebbing and flowing into her. 161 

The wreck was a popular attraction; the San Francisco Daily Alta California of 
October 15, 1860, noted "The Grariada was visited by crowds of people yesterday, as 
she lay high and dry  beyond Fort Point." The wreck could not be pulled free. On 
October 18, "the hull of the Steamship Granada ...together with her engine, boilers, 
&c., including everything that may be on board" was sold a t  auction. [7] CaIifornia 
Steam Navigation Company purchased the wreck for $2,600. 181 Within a few days, 
"men...were taking the machinery out, and assisting the waves to break to pieces
what is left of her." [9] After the engines and boilers were removed, the stripped 
hulk was abandoned to the surf. 

NOTES 

1 
John Haskell Kemble, The Panama Route, 1848-1869. (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 
California Press, 1943) p. 229. 

2 
Ibid. 

3 
[NewYork] Frank Leslie's IIlustrated Newspaper, January 14, 1860. 

4 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, October 14, 1860. 

5 
Ibid. 

6 
Ibid., October 15, 1860. 

7 
Ibid., October 18, 1860. 
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8 
I I A . ,  October 19, 1800. 

9 
Ibid., October 23, 18FO. 
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main chains; "at half past 12 today she was lying on an even keel. The point of 
rock had made its way through the planking, and the water filIed her 'tween 
decks....I' [4] The tug Rescue was dispatched with a pump to try and float Oliver 
Cutts off, but the effort failed and by the afternoon of January 14, "all attempts to 
free her of water had been abandoned ...." [ S ]  

Two days after running aground, Oliver Cutts was "a helpless wreck." When the 
tide fell, the ship's hull broke over the rock, and "she sank until her decks--fore 
and aft--are under water." The mainmast fell, carrying with it the mizzentopmast. 
Wreckers stripped her of sails, rigging, spars, and "everything which can be saved ....I' 
[6] 	 The wreck was sold at auction on January 16, 1868, together with "spars, sails,
rigging, anchors, chains, cabin furniture ....I' and coal cargo. [7] The wreck was sold 
for  $875, and the cargo, consisting of the coal, 21 barrels of salmon, "and a lot of 
skins," brought $1,550. The purchaser was San Francisco junk  dealer Charles 
Harley. [8] The wreck of Oliver Cutts remained visible for a few months, one of 
the masts protruding from the water off Alcatraz lsland. 191 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., American Lloyd's (1866) pp. 234-235. 

2 
San Francisco Bulletin, January 14, 1868 

3 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, January 14,1868. 

4 
San Francisco Bulletin, January 14, 1868. 

5 
San Francisco Daily Alta Ca!ifornia, January 14, 1868. 

6 
Ibid., January 15, 1868. 

7 
Ibid 

8 

Ibid., January 16, 1868. 

9 
A photograph of the  Golden Gate taken from Alcatraz Island in mid-1868 by Eadweard Muybridge 
clearly shows a lower-mast of Oliver Cutts sticking upright out of the water next to Little Alcatraa. 
The  photograph is in the collection of the Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 

Sainos et 

Accounts of the wreck of General Gushing in October 1854, note that the ship was 
lost in the vicinity of the wrecks of Golden Fleece, Chateau Palmer and Samoset. 
Sarnoset was allegedly wrecked in December 1852; no other reference to the wreck 
can be located. Samoset, one of several hundred vessels that sailed to San Francisco 
during the Gold Rush, departed New York on March 21, 1849. [ l ]  The vessel's 
subsequent career is not known, though one other Samoset, a 543-ton ship built in 
1847, was afloat in 1862 and listed in American Lloyd's. 

NOTE 

1 

C. W .  Haskins, The  Argonauts of California .... (New York: Fords, Howard & Hulbert, 1890) pp, 
421-422. 
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VESSEL LOSSES, LIME POINT TO POINT BONITA 

Stephen Haller 

Prevailing winds and currents at the Golden Gate usually push vessels toward the 
south shore- -as a result only three vessels are known to have wrecked and been 
totally lost between Lime Point and Point Bonita. 

H. L. Tiernan, 1882 
Lime Point, 1878 
Pathfinder, 1900 

H. L. Tiernan 

H. L. Tiernan was a schooner of 142.76 tons, based in San Francisco, and carrying 
the official number 11396. [ l ]  On April 5 ,  1882, she departed San Francisco for  the 
Chournagin Islands on a fishing voyage with salt and provisions on board. About 
4:30 p.m., while attempting to beat her way out of the harbor, she missed stays and 
struck Mile Rock. The  mate, John Clark, jumped an the rock but was washed off 
and drowned. A seaman named B. Sheehan was washed over the side a i'ew minutes 
later and drowned too. The vessel drifted ashore below Lime Point and lay there 
on her beam ends while she was stripped of her sails and other removable gear. 
Tugs attempted to save her but failed, and the vessel was reported in the 
newspapers as a total loss. [2] While confirming the other particulars of the story, 
however, the Annual Report  of the Lifesaving Service states that the vessel was only 
a partial loss. [ 3 ]  Davidson's wreck chart indicates that the vessel got off ,  although 
she was badly damaged. 

Because of the wreck's location in the area of the present north tower of the Golden 
Gate  Bridge, i t  is conjectured that if any portions of the vessel did remain a t  the 
site of its stranding, they were destroyed during bridge construction, and it is highly 
unlikely that any material remains from this incident are extant. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1881). 

J 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, April 6-7, 1982. 

3 
Op. cit., Uni ted States Life-Savina Service (1883) p. 343. 

Lime Point 

Lime Point was a scow schooner of 19.86 tons, registered at San Francisco, and 
carrying the official number 15811. She went "ashore on the beach below Lime 
Point, full of water" on o r  slightly before February 7, 1878. [ l ]  No further 
information about the incident has been uncovered. 
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Pathfinder was built in 1900 ;IS a pilotboat. She was iiii  66-ton vessel with 
schooner-rig aiid an auxilini y gasoline engine that  drove ;I sitigk SCI ew. 111 Shc 
cairied it gaff-rigged foresail and a leg-o'-rnutton mainsail 011 hci t w o  imsts,  a i i c t  
the standing rigging was scculcd with i i i i  nbucl;les. I'he hul l  was m:idc ol' wood, 
aiid i t  was tholouglily coppci-plated below ltic wale1 line. 121 

Januarv lS. - -Wfi i le  bourid into Sail Francisco harbor 011 t t ic  night  oi' 
this date in a dense for,, tlie 86-ton pilot boat l~othl'iiidcr-,carrying 11 
crew of f ive pcrso~is,got off  licr coursc and  ran on the rocks a t  
Point Dinblo, 2 iiiiles west of the Fort  l'oinl Station. After  s t r ik ing ,
.the vessel lay against a per-pcndicular wall of rock atid :IS tho crew 
could not escape ;istiore nnd did not carc to risk the vessel going to 
pieces under them t i icy launched two small r-owbouts a n d  p u t  to sen, 
fighting their- way offshore through :i heavy surf.  lZortuiiately f o I  
them, tlie crew of the Point Tlonita St:ition had occxsioii o i l  this niglit 
to answer the call of n vessel in dii'f'iculty on Angel 1sl:ind. \Vliile 
running along a t  full speed in the darkncss and fog, thc slalion 
keeper caught R glimpse of two lights ngainst the inshore rocks 
between l'oint Ijiablo : I J ~ C ~1,iriic Point. I lc  turiicd aside 10 
investigate, and  w i t t i o n t  warning ran bctwccii thc two rowh3;lts 
containing tlic I'atht'indcr's CI-cw.Rf'tcr t:ilcing the men oti bo:~rd,tlic 
power lifeboat went  011 her way mil soon af terwards spokc thc 
revenue cutter Goldcn Gate., which was niaking search for  tlie 
t'atlrfindcr. Thc rescued meii ; t i i d  their h o n t s  were pu t  : iboa~dthc 
cutter. Later in tlic night both the FOIIPoint and Point t3onit:i 
Station crews and thc Goldcn Gate returned to thc i'athf'irlder, llic 

clew of the other endangered vesscl rcferl-ed io hav ing  been rescucd. 

Tf'lieyfound the pilot bunt 011t l ie  cocks and  full oT water. 011  tlic 

16th tlrc two life-saving crews were again on the  scenc of' tlic 

casualty, assisting the pilot boat tcacIer CaIif'ornj:1, ii  tug, aild t h e  

r-evcnue cutter Unalga in running lines. Strcnuous efforts riiaclc to 

float her,  in  wli;cli a Iiuliibcl- of' I~awserswere b~ .okcn ,WCI'C 

continued for  sorile hours witliotit a v a i l .  I'lic 1'iiftifirIclcr broke up 

while tlre salvage work wi s  going 011. She w a s  valued :it $20,000. 


The reniains of' tlie hulk of' I ' a~ l i f inder  shoulcl be f a i r l y  easy to locate from the 
description above. Material remains of her- cnf:inc, h u l l ,  and bottom p1:iling iiiay bc 
extant: under. the water a t  the  base of the clirCs between I.ime l'aiiit and Point 
Diablo. She is p l io~og~~aphica l ly  and is i i ~ iiiitcccstiilg aild~ ~ e I l - d o ~ u i i i e n t ~ ~ i ,  
significant type of vcsscl not otherwise wclf-rt?p~escntedi n  [his survey,  a n d  ciesci-vcs 
f u r  t 11cr at t e11t io 11 . 



NOTES 

1 

Op. cit.  Merchant Vessels of the  United Sta tes  (1914)p.  429. 


2 

The  D. W. Dickie Photograph Collection, National hlaritime Museum San Francisco, pp, 78-449. 
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VESSEL LOSSES, POINT BONITA TO TENNESSEE POINT 

Stephen A. Haller 


The rough water of Potato Patch Shoal, the deflection of waves north fram the bar, 

and a current that sets into Pt, Bonita combined to wreck 18 vessels. 


City of New York, 1893 

Daisv Rowe, 1900 

Dancing Feather 

Dolphin, 1890 

Eiiza P. (or Lizzie T.) Adams, 1860 

Eureka, 1915 

H. L. RutEers, 1868 

Jennv Ford, 1864 

Jenny Lind, 1858 

Kona, 1979 

Mersey, 1850 

Pet, 1888 

pjedrnont, 1855 

Rescue, 1874 

Samson, 1895 

San Francisco, 1853 

Susanita, 1859 

Zenobia, 1858 


Citv of New York 

Citv of New York was built in 1875 at the Chester, PennsyIvania, shipyard of John 
Roach. Roach, a controversial figure, was a well-known builder of vessels for 
steamship lines and the United States government. Among his clients was the 
Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company, for  whom he built the City of Tokvo, Citv of 
Sydney, and Citv of Peking, the Oregon Steam Ship Co., for  whom he built the 
ill-fated Citv of Chester, and the US. Brazil Mail Steam Ship Company, for whom 
he built the infamous Citv of Rio de Janeiro. [ l ]  

Citv of New York was a 3,019-gross-tor1, combination passenger-freight steamer, 
339 feet long, with a 40.2-foot beam and a 28.9-foot depth of hold. Her hul1 was 
made of iron, compartmentalized with six bulkheads, and she was powered by a 
compound engine driven by six coal-fired boilers. [2] 

She and her near-sisters were designed and built in  the 1870s to replace the earlier 
generation of side-wheel liners that made Gold Rush history. The  Pacific Mail 
Steam Ship Company, spurred by the success of the transcontinental railroad, had 
begun to supplement its Panama-to-California route with trade to Australia and the 
Orient. Passenger service to Asiatic ports was made profitable by the importation 
of great numbers of "coolie laborers'' into the United States to work in the railroads, 
mines, and other industries of the Pacific Coast states. Cargo trade consisted of 
manufactured goods, flour, canned goods, and a variety of other foodstuffs expected 
to find a market in Asia. Those goods were sent west in exchange for spices, 
bamboo, indigo, rice, silk, rubber goods, and the many curios considered "exotic" in 
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the West .  For allnost two dccadcs, C i l v  of Ncw Yoi-1~plicil thc sc:i routes bctwccn 
S a n 1;~a 11 c isco a iid C Ir i n  a , 1% iiii i n  a nnd A iist r a  I ia . 
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Salvage efforts immediately commenced. Part of the cargo of flour, shrimp, beans, 
and other general goods was removed, and vain attempts were made to tow the ship 
free. Later in November stormy weather set in, and all the wreckers on board or 
moored nearby had to abandon the site for their safety. [ 5 ]  

"For months the big wreck [lay] there dismantled and drear like the decaying carcass 
of some vast black monster of the sea, sinking inch by inch into the surrounding
depths" until a great storm in March 1894 shook her f ree  and deposited the hulk in 
deep water between the rocks and the shoreline. [6] Even afterwards, divers 
continued to raise scrap iron from the wreck. In January 1895, the wrecking 
schooner Samson met a tragic end attempting to stand by the wreck site in another 
violent storm. 

In recent years, sport divers have occasionalIy visited the wreck site, presumably 
removing such trophies as could be recovered from the dark, swift, shark-infested 
waters. In 1984, the National Park Service began to study the remains of Cjtv of 
New York. 171 Deadeyes and other paraphanalia have been recovered from the 
wreck site, and i t  obviously promises rich return for future  research and on-site 
exploration. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Swann,  pp. 239-240 

T h e  Record of the  American Bureau of ShippinE for 1879. 

3 
San Francisco Examiner, March 13, 1894. 

4 
Op.  cit., United States Life-Saving Service (1893) p. 110. 

5 
Ibid. 

6 
San  Francisco Examiner ,  op. cit. 

7 
Op. cit., Delgado, Shipwrecks of the Golden Gate.  

Daisy Rowe 

Daisy Rowe was a schooner of 123 gross tons, 116 net tons, built in I879 at 
Fairhaven (Humboldt Bay), California, by the noted Danish- American shipbuilder 
Hans Bendixsen, the same man who built C. A.  Thaver, now preserved at the 
National h4aritime Museum as a National Historic Landmark. [ l ]  In common with 
most vessels built on the West Coast, Daisy Rowe was constructed largely of Douglas
f i r  and fastened with iron. Her dimensions were 94.5 feet in length, with a 29-foot 
beam and 7 . 5 - f O O t  depth of hold, She carried a schooner's rig, and a vessel of  her 
size would usually have two masts. 121 

Daisy Rowe was owned by E. Higgins of Higgins & Collins of San Francisco, and 
carried the official number 6977, Most likely she was employed in the coastal 
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lumber trade between San I:i:\iicisco and  tlie dogholes and iumber  ports of thc 
Northwest Coast. l l e r  name drops from the vessel registers at'tcr 1900, thc ycar  in 
which she is listed as 11nving been lost u t  l'oiiit Ilotiita. 131 

No particulars of this incident have been found in newspapers 01. the reports of the 
Lifesaving Service. Howcvcr, tlie rccords of the Marine I-:xchiingc of %in Francisco 
indicate ilint Dnisv I towe went: :ishorc at 7 :OO p.m. on Novcrnbcr 20,"one Inilc 
irisiclc Point thn i t a , "  a Icrcntion t h a t  wouid place her just: west of Paint Ijiablo. 
Although thc crcw was savcd, the vesscl cluickly went to picccs and  was :ilotal lo 
A t  tlie t ime of the disaster, Ilaisv l i o w g  was bouiid out oi' Sari I:rancisco for  Coos 
D a y ,  Orcgon. On what miist have bccn the prcvious voyage, i h k y  liowc Iiacl come 
close to disaster- wlim she lost her- fot~csnil,;ind her mairlinasi went  over the siiic in  
a heavy blow a t  sea 011 Septcmbe~.2 3 ,  while she was bound froni  %in Francisco to 
Gray's I larbor, Wasliington. She was spoke 011 Scpternber 30 by the stc:imcI 

as she was blown as f a r  south as l'oiiit Sirr in the gale, but dcclincd iissist;iiicc 
then and on October 1 when the steamcr Corona siglitcd her.  While ;iiichor.cd 
outside the bar at  Gray's klarboi-, I)aisy ROWC'Sanchor carried away, aild t h e  h a r d y  
little schooner was finally forced to Iitiil  a tug  for  assistance in entcring the port .  1.41 
I'erhaps this voyage was a premonition of things to come, f o r  the i i c x t  voyage W;IS 
her- last. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit . ,  Mirrtirr, 1 1 .  158. 

a 
Op. cit., Rccotci of Atncricari anti Vorc iRn S h i p p b  (l9Uo). 

3 
Op. cit., Martin, p. 101. 

4 

..M.,iilne Exchange 1)isalcbor Ledger, Vol, 1; an uiiprocossctl collcclion in tlic llistoric Docutricnts Collccliiii~ 

of llw Nirtiuilal  M;rritime Musouiii, San l>rnncisco. 

N O T E  

I 
01). cit;., Mnruliall, p. 101. 



Eliza P. Adams 

Eliza P. Adams (or Lizzie T. Adams) was a scow schooner, one of the bluff-bowed, 
barge-like craft indigenous to San Francisco Bay that carried general cargo on 
voyages between local ports. She had been chartered to load fencing at Bolinas and 
take it to San Jose. She left San Francisco without ballast, trusting to her 
flat-bottomed hull for  stability, and capsized near Point Bonita in a very severe 
northerly blow, Stewart, the man who had chartered the craft and insisted tliat she 
embark despite the weather, and one of the crew of three last his life. Adams was 
"found in tow of several Italian fishing boats who had picked u p  the wreck and 
stuck to their prize, claiming salvage, as is their due, for  saving her." [ I ]  

N O T E  

I 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, November 19, 1860. 

Eureka 

Eureka was built in 1900, by Charles P. Doe of San Francisco. In all likelihood, she 
was constructed at the shipyard of William Muller. [ l ]  Built of Douglas f i r  and 
fastened with copper and iron, she measured 312 tons net and 484 gross tons. Her 
hull was 142.5 feet long, 26 feet at its greatest beam, and had a 12-foot depth of 
hold. Her double-compound steam engine produced 2 ,7 j  1 horsepower, and had 
28-foot and 20-foot cylinders with a 12-foot stroke. [2] 

She was owned by Doe for  12 years, then passed into the hands of the North 
Pacific Steamship Company. On January 8, 1915, she left San Francisco, bound 
south for  Ventura. She was struck by an unusually heavy sea while in the north 
channel, and quickly became waterlogged and unmanageable. Her crew abandoned 
ship i n  two small boats and were picked up by lifesaving crews from the Fort Point 
and Point Bonita Stations. Second Mate Bolger stayed on board the crippfed vessel, 
and was lost when she drifted onto the rocks at Point Bonita and was dashed to 
pieces. The monetary value of the loss amounted to $50,000, which included cargo 
as well as the vessel. [ 3 ]  

The remains of Eureka's boiler and engine may exist under the rocks at  Point 
Bonita, although the location may be inaccessible. Eureka's hull and superstructure 
have no doubt long since disintegrated under the pounding of the ocean swells. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit . ,  Lyman. 

n
L 

Op. cit . ,  Record of American and Foreign Shipping (1915). 

3 
Op.  cit., Marine Exchange Disaster Ledger, Vol. 2 .  

H +  L. Rutgers 

H. L. Rutaers was built i n  1855, at Perth Amboy,  New Jersey. She was constructed 
of oak and cedar, fastened with copper and iron. She had a medium-full hull with 
dimensions of 167 feet long, 36.5 feet beam, 22.5-foot depth of hold, measured 405 
tons, and carried 3 bark rig. She had one f u l l  deck, with partner beams below, and 



a long poop that was reported to have rencllccl all the w a y  forward to tlic I'orciwist. 
1111 

1-1. I.,. Rutgers was owned iiL different tiincs by I,abaii I Iowcs and  by tlic \ Y C S ~ C ~ I I  
Union 'I'elegraph Company, which uscd her as part of the I<ussian Aiiierica~i 
're legra p11 Co11st ru ct ion 1'1 eet. Fo I'111e r 1y com ni n i i  dcd by Ca 13t . I<ob i ti 5: oII , s li  c w :is 
later sltippcmd by Capt. Marston and seven-cighlhs owned b y  hclcims, 131iilrl  C' Co., 
who used her. in the lumber trade at  the time of her  loss. ' l 'hc othci- portion of 
Kut~er-shad bccn owned by a n  uimaiiicd Confedernte officct-, whose interest was 
confiscated during the Civil Wai., 

On January 1 ,  1868, the h l t n  C:ilifoi-ni:~reported t h a t  11. 1,. Ri i t@I : r ,  bound i n  f r o m  
Seabeck with i~ cargo of pilcs arid sawn luInbcr, h n c J  goiicii iiito difl iculiy i i i  ttic 
Potato Patch Shoal, was lying "just  outside the North Ilcad, and cxhibitccl signals 01. 
distress." Oiic of her boats had been carried away, and "seas were brerrlting over licr 
badly a t  h i e s . "  [2] Nevertheless, Carit. Marston at firsi refused tlic aid of tlic lugs 
lZcscue anti I,ooltout, believing tie could ride ou t  the rough weather. 011 the 
niorriirig of New Year's Day, she had worked i n  so far  toward the rocky shore that 
a great sea disabled her ruddcr, and the cnptnin then h:id no choice but to acccpt 
aid. The two tugs i-ctuIned a n d  attempted twice t o  p u l l  her oi't', but twice wcrc 
foiled when thc towing hawscrs parted. A party of I W I ~who had cr-osscil to 11w 
Mariii share siicceeded i n  getting the crew ashore by ~iieiiiisoC H line Cast between 
the vessc1 and the beach, bui IiiiiEcrs had gonc "l-rroadsitle on the imcks in it l i i t lc 
cove or bay just  beyond the Light  llouse, oil  the north side ot' I'oiiit Iloiiita," so  
near shore that the crew might liave escaped by cliinbirig asl10i~c oii tlic fallcn in:ists 
if. they had riot collie down oil the wr'oi)g side of the vessel. 
The bottoin "was soon pounded out  of the I<iilgcr's aiid IICC riiasls falling tli1.oiigli the 
breach, (she) so011 began to brcnlc up ...and ncxt ~iiorningonly a coliI'usccI iiiiiss of 
brolcen timbers and loose lumber flo:itiiig in thc surf iiinr.ltctl the  place of' llic 
wreck." [3j 

Judging from the description of tlic vcsset :is she brol;e u p  and tlic Icnown violcnce 
of the su r f  on the prcdoinin:intly rocky shore north of I'oint thn i ta ,  i l  is unlil;cly 
that significnnt rcriiriins of th is  vcsscl a re  extiiiit. 11. is possible t h i :  shc caiiic :isIiorc 
in one of the sinall s andy  coves bctwceii the Point and l<odeo 11eac11, i n  wliicli case 
debris m a y  be f o u n d  buried i n  the siiiid. 

NOTES 



in the north channel. Two men were drowned in the disaster, and the vessel lay 
broadside to the shore, heavily damaged with 15 feet of her bows gone. Scavengers 
helped themselves to a considerable portion of her sails and rigging; the vessel's 
starboard side was gone as fa r  aft as the mizzen, and only the mizzenmast still 
stood. Remarkably, the steam tug Merrimac was able to pull the hulk free and tow 
it to Rincon Point in San Francisco Bay. What was left of Jennv Ford was sold at 
auction several days later for  a mere $310. It was speculated that the purchaser
could only obtain firewood from the remains. 121 

It would appear that, although Jenny Ford was pulled free from Point Bonita, 
remains of the masts, rigging and bow section may still exist on the site. 

NOTES 

1 
Op.  cit., American Lloyd's, 1864. 

" 
L 

San Francisco Daily Alta California, February 1, 2 ,  3 ,  and 4, 1864. 

Jenny  L i d  

Jennv Lind is listed in Marshall as a British ship that became a total loss on the 
north side of the outer harbar of Sari Francisco in 1858. [ l ]  No reference to such a 
vessel or incident has been found in  the course of research. However, Lloyd's
Rwistet: for  1859 includes a 349-ton bark Jennv Lind out  of Waterford, 
Newfoundland, that is noted as "abandoned." This may possibly be the vessel 
referred to, but at present cannot be confirmed. 

N O T E  

1 
Op. cit. ,  Marshall, p.  102. 

Kona 

Kona was a 336-foat-1ong barge owned by Crowley Maritime Corporation, valued 
at $2.5 million. She was used to haul general cargo between the San Francisco Bay
Area and Hawaii. Shortly before midnight on December 31, 1979, the 136-foot 
Crowley tug Sentinal departed from Oakland with Kona and the 400-foot-Iong 
barge Agattu in tow, bound for HonoluIu. Kona carried lumber, plastic pipe, and 
paper products. Among Agattu's general cargo were beer, 19 tons of nitro 
carbanitrate (a potentially explosive chemical used to manufacture fertilizer), and 35 
cylinders of deadly chlorine gas. [ I ]  

The weather forecast was stormy, predicting southwest winds to 20 knots and 
15-foot swells, but as Sentinal crossed the bar and entered the rough waters of Four 
Fathom Shoal, skipper John Maddux testified that "the waves were between 35 and 
40 feet high and towered over the wheelhouse of his tug." [2] At 4:OO a.m. the wire 
towline to Kona parted and the barge went adrift, to smash upon the rocky shore of 
Point Bonita between the point and Bird Rock. The ship soon went to pieces in the 
surf,  strewing cargo fa r  and wide between Point Reyes and  Alcatraz. 

Forty minutes after Kona was lost, Aaattu's towline tangled in Sentinel's propeller 
and was cut. The  big barge went ashore at the south end of Cronkhite Beach, 
hogged and impaled on an  offshore rock. Army personnel a t  nearby Forts 
Cronkhite and Barry were placed on 5-minute alert through the next day, as the 
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threat of explosion from the chlorine cylinders loomed. Ilowever, i n  spitc of fog 
and rough water, helicopters eventually succeeded i n  rcnioving a l l  of the  dangerous 
cargo without a mishap, and rnucli of the Ieninindcr~of Agnttu’s oargo  W:~S scilvagcd
by barge. 131 A m t t u  herself wiis pulled free f r o m  the rocks. 

For  wecks, scavengers col lec~cdwood tha t  had di.ifted t‘nr atid wiclc in the walw of 
the disaster. The remains of I C o n a  are i n  placc whci-e shc wtcclted. 

1 
Snn Prnnciaco Ctiroriiclo, Jniii iaty I, 1980 

lbid., d i i n ~ a r y4, 1980. 

3 
Sail l’raiiciscu l”;xnminer, J;rnuary 2,  1980. 



Merse y 

Mersey, built in I840 at Montreal, was a 393-ton bark owned by Buchanan of 
Liverpool, and apparently well-built, for  Lloyd’s surveyors assigned her their second 
highest rating in 1848 at the time that damage of an unspecified origin was 
repaired. In 1849 she was insured for a voyage from Montreal to Liverpool, a 
voyage typical of her career in such a common trade. [ l ]  Shortly thereafter she 
came to California as one of the vessets bound for the Gold Rush, and was lost 
when she wrecked near Point Bonita on December 16, 1850. 

The particulars of the wreck incident are unclear. It is known from a letter from 
the captain, William Cobbin, published in the San Francisco press, that the cargo 
had been consigned to Messrs. Starkey Brothers & Co., and that a certain amount of 
money was on board. “Bad weather“ appears to have been the cause of the disaster. 
All hands were saved “with the greatest difficulty,” but “the ship is a total wreck.” 
Afterwards she was able to be boarded at low water, and a mate attempted to 
recover some of the crew’s efi‘ects with the aid of a launch from the U.S.S. 
Savannah. It is known that the vessel carried three anchors. [2] Davidson locates 
the wreck at a small point of land about halfway between Point Bonita and Point 
Diablo. 131 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit. ,  Lloyd’s Register, 1849. 

2 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, December 19, 1850. 

3 
Davidson, annotated shipwreck chart found in the George Davidson Papers, The Bancroft Library, 
University of California at Berkley. 

-Pet was built in 1868, probably at Fisherman’s Bay, California. She was a small 
schooner of 49 gross, 47 net tons, measured 67.5 feet long, with a 22-foot beam, 
5.5-foot depth of hold, and her homcport was San Francisco. Her official registry 
number was 20092. [ l ]  The  particulars of the wreck of Pet are quoted below from 
an article that appeared in the Los Angeles Times on September 20, 1888: 

Word was received at the [San Francisco] Merchant’s Exchange today 
that the schooner Pet of this port [San Francisco] had gone ashore at 
North Heads .... Shortly afterward, the schooner Sarah Alexander, Capt. 
Cousens, which left here this morning �or Salt Point, returned to port, 
having on board the captain’s wife and three of the men composing the 
crew of the schooner Pet, and having the Pet’s boat in tow. One of the 
men, Henry Wauhermann, had been injured severely when the vessel 
struck the rocks, and was suffering greatly. On landing, the captain’s 
wife and crew stated that the schooner left here for  Albrid [Albion?]
river on Saturday noon, and during the evening, when outside, fell calm 
and she began to drift.  Fearing that if the wind did not spring up that 
the vessel would be dashed on the rocks, 
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Capt. PuI-cher ordered the crew into boats with his wife ;\tl(l tic, 
hiinself, stuck by the vcsscl hoping if wind sprang u p  that Iie might  be 
ablc to save hcr which Iic could d o  a s  well without ;IS w i t h  the C ~ C W .  
l'lre boat stayed b y  the scliooner awiiilc ailil then ~)ullcilo u t  to S C ~a~lcl  
[wsis] picked u p  by tlic sctiooncr Sarah AlexandcI, which  w a s  soiling out 
of tlie harbor, :is stated, a n d  bmughl i t  to Meiggs' wh:~Il'. I t  w a s  
learned to-night I h a t  the captain is sal'c. 

Ccrtain questions are lcft unanswcrcd b y  this :iccoiint. \ V h y  did Capt. l'urchcr not 
attempt to let go anchors to hold his vessel fast until tlie wind I T L U ~ I ~ C C I ?  [I' thc 
wind had spr-ung u p ,  did lie expect rhni  he could l~nncllcthe  vcsscl tinder. sail ;11o11c 
as well its with even a token crcw? l I o w  did Sarah Alexanclei- s:iil out  of hnrboi- so 
handily under conditions that bccalmcd w? 
The ;i~iswcr'srriny never be known. Wlint  is known,  howevei., f rom 13avidson's 
annotarcd wreck chart  is that  rlre remains of .&t :ire locatcd iinrncrliatcly southcast 
of the t ip  of Point Uonita, and tha t  she was ii t o t d  loss. 

N O T E  

San Fraiicivco Daily Alta California, February 2 ,  186G. 

a 
W ~ k l yI I I L I I I ~ O I ~ I ~NCWS,FcbrtIiiVy 1, 1870. 
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"No signal was given from the fog bell nor from the lighthouse" because they were 
undergoing repairs at the time, and proper notice had been posted for  mariners to 
take heed. "On October 1, 1874, the fog signal was stopped so that workers 
could ...erect a new fog signal structure ...on the stabilized site" after a severe 
landslide the previous February. [3] Under the circumstances, the conduct of the 
master of Rescue would seem to be reckless in the extreme. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of the  United Stn tes  (1873-4). 

San Francisco Daily Altn California, October 4, 1874. 

3 
Toogood, A Civil History of the  Golden Gate National Recreation Area (Denver, Colorado: National 
Park  Service, 1980) Val. I ,  p. 243. 

Samso t i  

Samson was built in 1890, at San Francisco. She measured 217 gross, 206 net tons, 
had hull dimensions of 109 feet long, a 34-foot beam, X-foot depth of hull, and 
carried the official registry number 116375. Her home port was San Francisco. [ I ]  
She was purposely built strongly and with a shallow draft in order to serve as a 
wrecking platform for  vessel salvage. She carried a small steam engine on board for 
hoisting, but depended entirely on tugs for mobility. 

Samson had been engaged in the salvage and dismantling of the hulk of the steamer 
City of New York, which had grounded at Point Bonita in October 1893. Samson 
passed the winter of 1893-94 perilously anchored alongside the wreck. On January 
3 ,  1895, a fierce gale sprang up, and it was deemed advisable to cast off stern 
moorings and allow Samson to swing freely at anchor. Soon a second anchor was let 
go, as the gale continued to increase in force, but by midmorning it was evident 
that the vessel, now dragging anchors, was in peril. Samson flew flags and blankets 
as distress signals and began to blow the whistle on her donkey engine, but sight 
and sound were drowned out by  the howling storm. A boat was sent to the nearby 
lighthouse wharf (and apparently returned to Samson!) requesting that the fog signal 
be blown to summon aid. Even the fog signal was drowned out by the storm, 
which had attained "almost unprecedented ferocity." Most of that night the crew of 
Samson burned torchIights to summon aid, but  failed to follow the example of the 
earlier boat and abandon their vessel while there was still time to do so. 

The  light was spotted in the early morning hours by a surfman of the Fort Point 
Lifesaving Station, and the keeper summoned the aid of the tug Reliance. With 
lifeboat and crew from the station in tow, Reliance attempted to steam to the 
rescue, but "the storm was found to be so severe that prudence forbade the 
continuance of the journey" until daylight. Late that night Samson's crew finally 
attempted to abandon the vessel. A sinall pawl put overboard broke free when only 
two men had boarded it, drifted to leeward, and was not seen again. Eight men got 
into the last boat left and pulled away with all their might. They were able to 
make headway, and managed to keep off the shore and avoid being dashed to pieces 
on the rocks. Before dawn, Samson went ashore in Bonita Cove at the height of the 
storm, and the watchman fell overboard and drowned. Three others, including the 
captain, rhymingly named Hamson, struggled ashore with the aid of the lighthouse 
crew. With daylight, Reliance and the Fort Point lifesaving crew appeared on the 
violent scene, and at much peril were able to take on board Samson's boat with 
eight survivors. 
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An assessiiieiit of the  incidenL concluded t h t  there was "sonic misgiving" as to 
whether enough anchor cable had been played out 10 stabilize tlic vcssel, a n d  t h a t  
"if thc crcw had miiiijned on board instead of taking to tllcir boats tlic livcs of the 
two divcrs swept awny in tlie yawl need not havc been lost." 121 

The hulk of Szirnsoii caught l i re  sliortly ziflel~the storm and was "nlmost eiitiicly
cunsumed," leaving little t ram of this cxciting n ~ i dttagic inciclcnt, with thc 
exception perhaps of cquipmcnt and $ I  ,000 worlh of salvaged iioii on board. [ 3 ]  

NOTE 

Sari Francisco was built in 185.7 at the New York  City y a r d  of Abr~aharnC .  I je l l ,  
and l:iuncIied o n  August  25. She was a11 "extrcme clipper," with i i  very  sha rp  
entrance and extraordinarily tol l  nir-ists. MensuIiiig 198 f'cet i n  Icngth on dcclc, 
38-foot maximurn breadth, arid a 22-foot depth of hold, tlle kcel was  190 f ee l  long. 
C I l  
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fought among themselves, and frequently stole each other's booty. It was reported 
that soldiers from the Presidio, across the Golden Gate, were among the crowd." [4] 

On December 9 and 10, a storm came up  that wreaked havoc among the scavengers. 
"Several boats were stove alongside or destroyed attempting to land in the surf." 
The half-decked sloop Midnight City, belonging to Capt. Hill, who owned one of 
the numerous storeships grounded at Yerba Buena Cove, drifted out to sea and was 
lost with its drunken crew of eight. A Whitehall boat with two looters was 
swamped and the men drowned. "Lighters, tugboats and steamers'' scattered for 
their lives, many seeking shelter in Horseshoe and Richardson's Bays, while "a large 
number of packages of goods were found floating in  the bay ....I' [ 5 ]  

San Francisco soon became "a complete and perfect wreck. Her foremast has gone 
by the board, and in falling it carried away the main yard .... The sails and part of 
the running rigging, as well as a portion of her cargo, were taken out.... Her upper 
deck is cut open fore and aft as far  as could be to enable the persons employed to 
remove the cargo. Hundreds of boats are on the ground saving what they can." [6] 

No blame was attached to Capt. Tetzer of San Francisco because the pilot was in 
charge of the ship a t  the time of the wreck. The blame accruing to the unnamed 
pilot has not been recorded. 

The  further fate of the hulk of San Francisco is not known. It may be assumed that 
the salvage work of Capt. Waterman, u,was thorough, and the vessel lay with 
enough structure above water to allow for  considerabIe dismantling. Nevertheless, it 
is possible that considerable portions of bottom structure and plating, as well as 
material remains of cargo, fixtures and other detritus, may remain on site near the 
lowtide line at the sandy portions of Bonita Cove. At  another Iocation nearer to the 
Point may lie what remains of San Francisco's headgear. 

NOTES 

Op. cit.,  Howe and Matthews, Vol. 11, p .  542. 

Ibid, p. 543. 

New York Daily Tribune, March 13, 1854. 

Op. cit., Howe and Matthews, p. 543. 

Op. cit., New York Daily Tribune. 

Ibid. 

Srisariita 

Susanita is listed as a schooner that was a total loss on the rocks of the North Heads 
a t  the Golden Gate on December 31, 1859. [ l ]  No other information about this 
vessel, or  the wreck incident, has surfaced in the course of research. 

N O T E  

I 
Op. cit., Marshall, p.  103. 
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VESSEL LOSSES, NORTHERN MARIN COAST 

James P. Delgado 

The  Northern Marin Coast has not been the site of many shipwreck events. Only 
seven shipwrecks have occurred which resuIted in the total loss of the vessel and 
archeological deposition of the vessel's remains. These vessels are: 

Elizabeth, 1891 
Fourth of Julv, 1878 
Petersburg, 1852 
Prince Alfred, 1874 
Taws,  1851 
Tennessee, I853 
Three Sisters, 1929 

Elizabeth 

The 1,866-ton ship Elizabeth was built at Newcastle, Maine, in 1882. Elizabeth was 
231.5 feet long, with a 41.8-foot beam and a 19.8-foot depth of hold. [ l ]  The 
vessel was launched in  October 1882, and was owned largely by Searsport, Maine, 
sea captains, "active and retired, and their relatives." [2] On her maiden voyage 
Elizabeth sailed to Japan, Seattle, San Francisco, Liverpool, and New York. 
Thereafter all the ship's voyages were from New York to San Francisco, returning 
by way of England. Elizabeth carried general cargoes to San Francisco, there 
loading with California grain for  Liverpool. [3] Elizabeth made six round-trip 
voyages, being lost on the seventh. 

Arriving off the Golden Gate on February 21, 1891, Elizabeth brought a varied 
cargo of iron rails, pipe, ink, whiskey, and other general merchandise. In spite of 
rapidly deteriorating weather conditions, Capt. J. Herbert Colcord thought he could 
work his ship through the Gate, and refused a tow from two tugs. He soon realized 
his error, however, as the wind shifted and combined with "the strong eddy, and the 
heave of the sea" to drive Elizabeth toward Point Bonita. The tugs were hailed just 
before the ship went onto the rocks and they managed to get a line aboard, but i t  
parted. Driving past Point Bonita, Elizabeth grounded on Four Fathom Bank in the 
Potato Patch. Swept by heavy seas, the vessel began to fill with water. The tugs 
again approached and took off Capt. Colcord's wife and  family as Elizabeth drifted 
off the bank and continued north. Striking again a t  Tennessee Cove, Elizabeth 
drifted off again, finally going ashore seven miles north of Point Bonita at Big Slide 
Ranch. Going into the rocks, the ship quickly disintegrated, killing 18 of tlie 
26-man crew, Among the dead was Cayt. Coicord. [4] 

Crews from the United States Lifesaving Stations at Golden Gate Park and Fort 
Point responded to tlie wreck; their efforts were heroic but doomed to failure. The 
Fort Point surfboat, in the tow of a tug, was swamped; Keeper Charles Henry 
washed overboard and drowned. Keeper Hollohan of the Golden Gate  Park Station 
then took some of the Fort Point crew, crossed the bay to Sausalito by ferry, and 
with a single horse pulled their surf-cart filled with rescue apparatus over the hilts 
to the coast. Arriving at Tennessee Cove, the lifesavers found that Elizabeth had 
pulled free and drifted farther north. Continuing their trek a1ong the rugged 
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Northern Wlariii coast, they finally ariived at the wi.ccl;, L O O  late to Iiclp. 'l'lic 
lifesavers had respoiicled to tlic disaster in the best tradition or llicir service, or l ly to 
be thwarted by hcnvy seas. 151 

The wreck was described as a vessel ''gimiiiiil to splintel s": 

Scattered, mislied, and pulverized, tlic ship herself lined the sliore--a 
brcakw:rter- of mntchwood a t h i r d  or ii mile long ....l Ictc n i i d  tlwi.e, 0 1 1  
some jnggcd Iock ~ic:)Ithe b:ii', 11 vaster l u m p  oi' wi-cckagc tliaa ariy j i i  
t h e  ptilpy brcaltwatcr cotilti be seen. 'I'he solid stern, alrnost f'liitteocd 
h y  thc battering it  rcceivecl, abutlecl tlic sui-f' a t  one poitit. L t  had bccii 
lif'tcd bodily over. a iwenty-foot crng arid flung 011 tlic r o c k  coast about 
fift-ecn yards beyond. [ 6 ]  

The WI.C,C~C W:IS noted as l y i n g  in  largc distinct picccs, inost lying on shore. 'I'lic 
port side of tlie bow lay in  dccper water, howcver, wciglicd ciowii by the port  
b o w ~ rand thc I O C ~ C I .chain. 
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9 
San Francisco Examiner, February 26, 1891 

10 
[Eureka, California] Daily Humholdt Standard,  February 23, 1891 

Foorth of July 

The 49.95-ton, two-masted schooner Fourth of Julv was built by Thomas and 
William Johnson a t  Bolinas, California, in 1870. [ l ]  Fourth of July made regular 
voyages from Bolinas and Point Reyes during her eight-year career, bringing 
produce and lumber to market in San Francisco. On February 20, 1878, en  route to 
San Francisco, Fourth of July was caught in a nor'wester off Point Reyes that began 
to drive her ashore. The waves swept the decks, washing two men overboard, 
"leaving the Captain alone to meet whatever fate awaited him and his craft." [2] 
Making for Tennessee Cove, the captain anchored. The anchor failed to hold, 
however, "and the mighty breakers which were running mountains high and dashing 
upon the beach rook the vessel, as a toy in  the hands of a giant, and tossed it end 
over end far  upon the sand." [3] Thrown high up onto the beach by the heavy 
swell, Fourth of Julv disintegrated, killing the captain. 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1877) p. 91, and J. H. Munro-Fraser, History of Marin 
County,  California.... (Oakland: Alley, Bowen and Company, 1880) p.  277. 

2 
ibid., Munro-Fraser, p. 398. 

3 
I bid 

Petersburg 

The brig Petersburg of San Francisco was one of a number of small craft that 
carried on an active trade between various ports of call and the Gold Rush city. A 
detailed accounting of PetersburR's career is not available; however, an indication of 
the nature of her cargoes can be found in an advertisement in the San Francisco 
Dailv Alta California of August 8, 1851: 

POTATOES--The cargo of the brig Petersburg, from Sandwich Islands, 
in prime order, for sale by GANO & GRIDLEY, Pacific Wharf, cop. 
Battery st. 

Petersburg was owned and commanded by  Capt. Pike of San Francisco. On 
Monday, August 23, 1852, Petersburg went ashore in the fog, wrecking one mile 
north of Point Bonita in Rodeo Cove, "close to where the Tagus was wrecked ..." [ I ]  
Petersburg carried a cargo of general produce, "which may be saved, though it is 
thought that the vessel will be a total loss." [2] No other mention of the wreck of 
Petersbura was made, and it is assumed that she was a total loss. 

NOTES 

1 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, November 25, 1852. 

2 
Ibid. 
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100 bags of charcoal, 1 ixicltnge of castings, 3 cases gnitcr-s, 21 buiicllcs 

of decr skins,  3 casts effects, 1 organ, 2 bundles iirid 213 hides, 31 

sacks of fu r s ,  7 5  bags of coal, 37 bales of' wood, 7 packagcs 

merchaiidise and $24, I 2 7  in treasure. 131 


bid. 
4 



out her cargo." [2] By August 8, most of the cargo had been landed in San 
Francisco: 

Consignees by the ship Tagus are informed that a considerable portion 
of the cargo has been landed here by the Salvors, which is ready for  
delivery upon securing the freight, salvage charges, and expenses. The  
balance of the cargo not yet at hand, will be saved, and will be 
delivered as i t  arrives. [ 3 ]  

Ultimately all of the cargo was salvaged but Tagus remained behind on the beach of 
srnaIl "Potato Cove," which was renamed Tennessee Cove two years later when the 
stearner Tennessee was lost at  the same spot. 

NOTES 

I 
Op. cit., Bateson, pp. 140-141. 

2 
San Francisco Daiiy Alta California, August 5, 1851, 

3 
Ibid., August 8, 1851. 

Tennessee 

The 1,275-ton, wooden side-wheel steamship Tennessee was built by William H. 
Webb at New York in 1848. [ l ]  As originally built, Tennessee was 211.1 feet long, 
with a 35.8-foot beam and a 22-foot depth of hold. [2] Launched on October 25, 
1848, Tennessee was fitted with a single side-fever steam engine with a 75-inch 
cylinder, X-foot stroke, and 249 horsepower. [ 3 ]  The steamer was built for the New 
York and Savannah Steam Navigation Company of New York, which operated 
Tennessee and her sister ship Cherokee in a bimonthly steam line between Savannah, 
Georgia, and New York. The steamers carried passengers, high freight goods, and 
cotton. A substantid area of the South was served by the New York and Savannah 
Steam Navigation Company; in 1848, it was noted "this line is now patronized by 
New Orleans travellers, and also those going to Florida, Alabama, and Tennessee, 
with which places the railroad communication from Savannah is now nearly 
complete." [4] 

Tennessee was withdrawn from the New York and Savannah run in October 1849 
after her 15th voyage, having been sold to Howland and Aspinwall of New York, 
for $200,000, The steamer was modified to carry more passengers, and in  
December IS49 was sent into the Pacific to join the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company's line of steamers connecting Panama and San Francisco. [SJ The 
California Gold Rush had attracted tens of thousands of eager fortune-seekers to 
the Panama route, and dozens of vessels, sail and steam, busily served as the oceanic 
links of the route. Tennessee, in  joining the Pacific Mail fleet, became the first 
American steamship to be disrupted in her regular service for the Gold Rush. 
Tennessee served on the Panama route for  nearly three years, making 29 voyages 
between Panama and San Francisco, She carried passengers, high-duty freight, the 
United States mail, and specie until her loss on March 6, 1853, four miles north of 
Point Bonita. 

Steaming toward the Golden Gate on the foggy morning of March 6, Capt. Edward 
Mellus was not aware of the outgoing tide's strong current that was sweeping 
Tennessee north past the Gate and along the Marin shore. At 9:OO a.m. the lookout 
sighted breakers, and Capt. Mellus ordered the engines reversed. Rocks blocked 
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l'cnnessec, however, a n d  h4cllus liad 110 ctroiuc but lo beach the sh ip  on the small 
beach of' Teniiessee Cove. Uroadsided atid hard a s h o w ,  the stc;imcr hcclccl s h a r p l y  
to port. It was hoped tliat Tcnncsscc would be piilied o f f ,  "shc is ~ x r f c c t l yt igh t ,
and  although licr copper is much cliafccl arid rubbcd of f ,  there  is every I C ~ S O I I  to 
supgosc that  110 serious i~i-juryhas thus f i u  bccii sustained." 16:l 

rcvealcd licr condition to be pcri'cctly liopcless, a n d  her  siiualion almost 
unl'avorable for the preservation oi' the valuable portioiis 01' her 
machincry and fixtures. She is fas t  i;oing to pieces. tcvcry joist 
appeared star-tcd. 'I'hc sc:i was t humping  licavily agaiiist Iier sidc, nucl  
the suri' flyiiig wildly over l ie r~  She cannot hold togctl~cra r i o i l m  wcck. 
181 

1 1 2  




NOTES 

1 
Enrollment #16, Port of  New York, November 20, 1849, Records Relating t o  Merchant Vessel 
Documentation, National Archives Record Group 26, Washington, D.C. 

2 
lhid.  

3 
New York Tribune, October 27,1848 

4 
New Y o r k  Herald, October 26, 1848. 

5 
Op. cit., ICemble, p.  248. 

G 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, March 7, 1853 

7 
Ibid., March 9, 1853 

8 
Ibid., March 11, 1853. 

9 
Ibid. ,  March 19, 1853 

Three Sisters 

The 28-ton trawIer Three Sisters was built in 1917 at Oakland, California. Three 
Sisters was 56.3 feet long, with a 15.6-foot beam and a G-foot depth of hold. (11 
Three Sisters carried a 135-horsepower diesel engine. The vessel was owned by A. 
Paladini of $an Francisco and was a member of San Francisco’s Fishernians Wharf 
fishing fleet. Three Sisters was wrecked on the rocks just south of Tennessee Cove 
on April  15, 1929, when she ran aground at the base of Tennessee Point in a thick 
fog. Two of the three-man crew were killed in the surf as they struggled to reach 
the shore; the third man was found by the Coast Guard “on a wave beaten shelf“ 
three hours later. IIe died later that evening at the hospital. [2] 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of the United S t a t e s  (1928). 

L 

San Francisco Examiner, April 16, 1929 
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VESSEL LOSSES, DUXBURY REEF TO BOLINAS 
James P. Delgado 


Twelve vessels are known to have been total losses off the tiny harbor at Bolinas; 

the majority were lost on the rocks of Duxbury Reef, which parallels the rugged 

West Marin coastline before jutting out into the Pacific at Bolinas. 


Acalin, 1934 

Claus Spreckels, 1888 

Esperanza, 1892 

Hanalei, 1914 

H. C. Almy, 1879 

Polaris, 1914 

R. D. Inman, 1909 

Samuel S. Lewis, 1853 

San Domenico, 1935 

Western Shore, 1878 

William F.Witzernann, 1907 

YFD #20, 1943 


Acal in 

The 87-ton, diesel-powered purse-seiner Acalin was built a t  Los Angeles, 
California, in 1928, Acalin was 73 feet long, with an 18.7-foot beam and an 
8.6-foot depth of hold. [ l ]  Registered at San Pedro, California, Acalin's fishing 
career was uneventful until 1933, when her captain, Jerry Acalin, brother of the 
vessel's owner, and two members of the crew were accused of slaying Mexican 
customs guard Pedro Gonzales Pineda off Ensenada, Mexico. The incident sparked 
an international controversy between the United States and Mexico, and A c a h  and 
the two crew members were convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 18 months 
at the United States Penitentiary on McNeil Island, Washington. [Z j  

The next major event in Acalin's career occurred when she was wrecked the 
following year on Duxbury Reef. On August 30, 1934, the seiner, with owner 
Frank Acalin in command, was returning to San Francisco after delivering supplies 
to the steamer Lansing, which lay at anchor between Bolinas and Point Reyes. In 
the darkness of the early morning, Acalin was being navigated close to the shore 
through a thick fog. At  2:OO a.m., the purse-seiner struck Duxbury Reef, the rocks 
tearing holes in  her bow and side. As the water poured into Acalin, Capt. Acalin 
pulled his vessel off the rocks and began to run for  shore. The crew fired the ship's 
gun, set off flares, and finalIy ignited a barrel of pitch on deck to signal for help. 
As Acalin rounded the end of the reef, her engine room flooded, and she sank as 
Capt. Acalin beached her "on the sandy shore at the south end of the reef." 131 
The 10-man crew took to the boats, and as they reached shore were pulled in by 
the crew from the United States Coast Guard Station at Bolinas, who had been 
alerted by the sinking purse-seiner's signals, 

The Red Stack tug Sea K i n g  was dispatched to salvage Acalin, but reported her 
beyond salvage; "the only visible vestige of the vessel was a stubby mast sticking out 
of the water." 141 Acaljn could not be pulled free, despite several attempts a t  
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selvage. IIer hulk, imbecldcd iii the south eiicl of the r-ecf, was finally consictcrcd a 
hazard to small  craft  traffic,  :ind o n  .lannary 1, 1935, the (:onst I;u:ird crew t'rorn 
the Uolinns Station "placed a charge of 1"-I- in ttic h u l k  and  blew tlic vessel la bits." 
TSl 



Claus Spreckels was built for John D. Spreckels and Brothers, and was named for 
Spreckels family patriarch Claus Spreckels (1828- 1908), R shrewd German immigrant 
who turned from the grocery business to sugar refining, gradually controlling San 
Francisco's sugar refineries and establishing California's sugar-beet industry, 
Spreckels expanded his interests to Hawaii, where he reportedly "financed the 
Hawaiian Kingdom and controlled much of its can production and shipping." 131 

Clam Spreckels was a quickly constructed vessel, being launched only 70 days after 
her keel was laid. She was, in the opinion of the San Francisco Daily Alta 
California, "both well built and good-looking." [4] On her trial trip, SpreckeIs 
handled quite well, with her builder, Matthew Turner, at the helm. Upon returning 
to dock, she passed through a number of yachts in Raccoon Straits. The yacht 
Fleur de Lis, racing with Clam Spreckels, crossed Sereckels' bow. Turner managed 
to avoid a collision, but Claus Smeckels' jibboom swung out and carried away Flew 
de Lis' mainsail. [S] The yachtsmen were very angry, stating in a letter to the 
editors of the Alta California: "If Captain Turner possesses the preemption right to 
the waters of San Francisco Bay, and therewith the right to run over people, with 
impunity, we desire to know it, that we may govern ourselves accordingly ..." [6] 

After her near mishap on her maiden voyage, Claus Spreckels cleared San Francisco 
for Honolulu. For the rest of her career she transported general cargo, usuaIly 
lumber, to Hawaii and brought back sugar to market in San Francisco. The Weekly
Humboldt Times of July 22, 1882, noted that Claus Spreckels was then 

...lying at  Vance's wharf loading lumber for San Francisco. She will 
return from that city here and take a cargo of lumber to Kahalui. 
Captain Cousins is very proud of his vessel and counts her as one of the 
best sailers on the coast. She has logged 13 knots on many trips, and 
one trip ran the score up to 14. 

Clam Spreckels was wrecked on Duxbury Reef on January 22, 1888, when bound 
for San Francisco with a sugar cargo valued at $40,000. As the ship approached the 
coast she encountered thick fog, a light east wind, and a heavy swell from the 
south. Running with the breeze, Clam Smeckels struck the reef at 4:OO a.m. as the 
watch was changing. One of the crew later stated that 

The Captain immediately ordered out the boats and ran out the kedge 
with the intention of pulling her o f f ,  but the sea was too heavy and the 
anchor would not hold and finally between 6 and 8 o'clock we left the 
vessel, it being impossible to do anything with her. At the time we left 
her she was keeled over about I5 degrees and was full of water....none 
of us saved anything except the clothes we had on and some few 
valuables we placed in our pockets. [ 7 ]  

The 10-man crew was rescued by  the steamer Emily ,  bound from Fort Bragg to San 
Francisco. The tug Relief was dispatched to the wrecked Spreckels, but she and her 
cargo were a total loss. 

NOTES 


1 
The San Francisco Call of February 11, 1909, recounts Turner's career. 

2 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of the United States (1888)p. 88. 
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Jtrmcs U .  Hart,  A Companion t o  Califolnia. (New Yorli: Oxford Universi ty  l'rtxs, 1078) pp. d20-421 .  

4 
Snn Priirrcisco Daily Altn Cdifornirr, J u n e  10, 1870 

5 
Ibid 

ti 
Ibid., dune 11, 1879. 

7 
LOBAngeles Tribune, January 23, 1888. 

The two-inasted schooner l isperanza was bui l t  in 1S77 a t  Capers Island, Soiitli 
Carolina. As built, the 15.1 1 -ion scliooiier w;is 46.2 I'ect long, wi th  a 15.8-foot 
beam a n d  ;I 3.5-foot dcptll of hold. / I  j i l y  IS30 . I3pcr-nnm Iiarl made her  way to 
the Pacific coast from 11~1.  forriicr lioiiic port of U l ~ r l c s t o nand w:is running 
between Ilolinas a n d  Snn .I:raiicisco. E S l ~ x n : ~ acarried b u t t c r  and other da i ry  items 
from Olcina Vallcy and Holinas ranches to niarkct in the city.  On occasion slic also 
carried passengers. On September 26, 1892, I:st~eraliza sailed f r o m  Dotinas with rive 
passen gel's aad "freight ,'I p rcs11ilia b I y b 111tc I'. S a  i i i ng f'Ioi n  1 I 0  Ii n:is la goo11, s 1IC passccl 
tlie end of D L I X ~ I U I ' Y  The iiicoiiiiiig tide caught the t i n y  vcsscl a n r l  slic wasKcef. 
"carried against the reef." '1'fw passc~igerswere safcly Inntlcd, but "the breakers are  
now beating the vessel agninst the reef and  it is expected tli:it she will prove ;1 total 
loss." [2] Esperanza disintcgraiccl in  the rocks of 1I)uxbury Reef's: southernmost 
extr etn ity . 
NO"1%s 

1 I S  




Above: Hariulei’s nameboard, 
salvaged f r o m  the wreck and nuiv 
displayed at the Bolirtas 
Conznzunity Center wiih 
mnzeboards front other local 
shimvrecks. Nafioizal Park Service 
p h i l o  by Edward d e  St. Maurice, 
Jr . 

Left: The steam schooner Harialei 
nt Snii Pedro, ca. 1908. Sa~ i  
Fimcisco  Maritime photo by JV. A .  
Scott. 

Tile shattei.ed remaim of Nanniei. Twenty-rhi’ee persoits died iti the wreck, the worst 
mni‘ilinze disaster 011 Duxbury Ree f .  Courtesy of S m  Fraricisco Marilime NHP. 
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Irieffectiial attempis wcrc rcpcntcdly iiinclc by the Iil’c-s:ivers 011sliiirc to 
shoot a line across to t h e  doomed vessel while yet slic licid logctlicr. 
Scvcral tugs aiid gove~-nmcntvessels 1ikew:iys cssnycd loiig i n  va in  lo gct 
near  enough to resctii: t h e  ‘people on board, the s e x  brc:ikiiij: ovcr tlic 
reef with fearful force. 1:4] 

Ci-iticisrn of Capt. 3 .  J .  Carey was imiiiediaic; one ncwsp:iper- opcnly sl:ilctl “the 
wrecltirig of the I lanalei seeiiis to have been diic to the ncgligcnce of licr off’iccl-s. . . . ”  
151 Capt. Carey, who had  been bclow when tlic ship craslied, blainecl tlic ciisastcr 
011 first mate W, C. Reesc, who I~adpcrisliccl i n  llic wrcck. A t los rd  of I n q u i r y  
found Cagt. Curcy gui l ty  of negligerice, however,  a n d  suspeiiiled his iuaster’s liccnsc. 
[Gj 1 fanalei was destroyed by the stirC, breaking into "splinters." A Inrgc fragmcli1
of the vessel washed in closc to stior.e with soiiie survivors clingin{; 10 ii; tli:il section 
was the only par t  of ~ ~ ~ a n a l c ileft wlien the surf subsided. 171 l ‘he  bnttcrcd remains 
of tlrc sicani scliooncr were riot worthy of s:tIvage and  were left 10 the sea. 
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Coast S c a m e i i ’ ~J o ~ r n a l ,Vol. 28,  No. 12 (1)ecerirber 2 ,  1‘314) p ,  6. 
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Coast Seaineii’tt dourn;il, Vol. 28,  No. 13 (Ilecemlier 9, 1914) p ,  1, 
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San Frariciitco m,Woveiiiber 24,  1914. 

Ile had never- built ii vessel before, mid knew nothing abiiiif the work 
pi~actically,but he was 1111 expcrienccil sailor, arid had ;I theory of his 
own as lo how a schooner slioiilti be consti.iictcd ....Sl i i i~buildcis ;ind 
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sailors laughed at him, and prophesied all sorts of evil betidings for  his 
craft, but he laughs best who laughs last ....When she was Iaunched she 
proved that she was well proportioned and rode the crested waves like a 
thing of life. [ 3 ]  

Almy sailed H. C.Almv between Bolinas and San Francisco for  the next 12 years, 
carrying lumber and dairy products to market. Unfortunately, "by a series of 
strange mishaps, she used to get ashore nearly every trip," grounding on the sand at 
the entrance to the lagoon. In 1864 Almy sold her, supposedly "disgusted at the 
monotony of getting her away from home under such circumstances." [4] 

After 1864 H. C. Alinv passed through a series of owners, and reportedly served at 
one time as a pilot schooner on the San Francisco Bar. In I877 she was sold to a 
Capt. Mullett, "who used her principally in his business of catching live sea-lions." 
[ 5 ]  With Mullett at the helm, H. C. Almy sailed from San Francisco on Sunday,
March 30, 1879, with a party of "twelve gentlemen, bound to the Farallons on a 
pleasure trip." [6] The sea being too rough off the Farallons, Capt. Mullett ran in 
toward BoIinas for  shelter. Arriving late in the evening, Mullett decided not to 
enter the narrow channel to Bolinas lagoon and anchored outside instead. The 
heavy surf dragged H. C. Almv ashore, where she "became a total loss, the party 
having a narrow escape with their lives." [7J Unfortunately for  Capt. Mullett, he 
had not renewed the insurance policy. Ironically, H. C. Almv was lost "only a few 
yards from where she was built." [XI 

NOTES 

1 

Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1878) p. 103. 

2 
Op. cit., Munro-Fraser, (1880),pp. 455-456. 

3 
Ibid., pp, 270-271. 
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Snn Francisco Daily Altn California, April 5 ,  1879. 

5 

Ibid. 

G 
Ibid., April 4 ,  1879. 

7 
Ibid. 

8 
Ibid., April 5 ,  1879. 

Poiaris 

The  four-masted schooner Polaris was built at  Marshfield, Oregon, in 1902. As 
built, Polaris was 195.1 feet long, with a 40-foot beam and a 15.6-foot depth of 
hold. The schooner was registered at 790 tons gross, 717 tons net. [ I ]  She departed 
San Francisco in ballast bound for  Eureka on Friday, January 16, 1914. Towed out 
beyond the Golden Gate by  the steam tug 'Wilmin~ton,both vessels were set adrift 
in gale-force winds when the towline snapped off the bar. WilminFitnn nearly went 
aground on Potato Patch Shoal before making it back into the bay. Polaris, her 
16-man crew helpless, drifted north with the storm before crashing onto the rocks 
of Duxbury Reef at Bolinas Point. 121 A total loss, the four-master heeled to port 
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NOTES 


1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1906) p. 132. 

2 

San Francisco Examiner, January 17,1914 


d 

Coast Seamen's Journal, Vol. 27, No. 20 (January 28, 1914) p.  5 .  

R. D. Inman 


The steam schooner R. D. Inman was built at Marshfield, Oregon, by Kruse & 
Banks in 1907. [ l ]  As built, R. D. Inman was a wooden-hulled vessel 186.5 feet 
long, with a 39-foot beam and a 14-foot depth of hold, registered at 768 tons gross 
and 427 tons net. [2] R. D. Inman's career in the Pacific coast lumber trade was 
short-lived, the vessel being lost only two years after her launch. The  ship went 
ashore at "Point Bolinas" on March 20, 1909, when Capt. A. J. Lancaster mistook a 
bonfire on the beach for  the signal of another ship in distress. [ 3 ]  

R .  D. Inman had sailed in ballast from San Francisco on the evening of March 20, 
bound for  Portland, Oregon. Darkness set in, "the sky was overcast, and there was 
a heavy swell f rom the westward." According to Capt. Lancaster, 

When off Duxbury I saw a light inshore that looked to be from a vessel 

in distress, and I stood for  it. The closer I got the more certain I was 

that it was a distressed vessel. Then it suddenly appeared that the 

supposed distressed vessel was on the beach, that it was a big bonfire, 

in fact, and before we could get ou t  of that spot the Inman struck aft 

and stopped, and then swung inshore. The engines were reversed, but 

by this time the rudder-post and steering-gear broke, and the steamer 

began to fill. [4] 


R .  D. Tnman came to rest parallel to the shore, 500 feet from the beach, washing 

over the reef into a shallow basin and listing heavily to starboard. 


The vessel was wedged tightly in the rocks; no attempt was made to get her off .  
Instead, owner F. S. Loop of the Loop Steamship Company collected his $100,000 
insurance policy. Abandoned as a total loss, R. D. Tnman was partially salvaged by 
the underwriters and left to the sea; "the steamer will be stripped of machinery and 
deck fittings and everything of value that can be secured. It is believing that all 
this, I iowev~r ,will be worth not more than $10,000. There is no chance to save the 
hull." IS] Portions of the vessel, including the bow, were still visible on the reef 

when the schooner Polaris crashed ashore near the same spot in 1914. 
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l ' he  screw stcainer &iiiucl S ,  I.ew$ was built a t  Kensington (now pa r t  of 
I'hiladclptiin), I 'ennsylvania, by 'l'hcoc1oi.e I l i rc ly  and  Son i l l  I85 1 + Ihigr ied by 
Cnpt. Richard F. Lopcr, k w - i ~was the resii l~of 1,opcr's cxperiimiiis with scrcw 

t i  d marine s tea ti1 c11g i ncs. A pmc t ic ii I e 11 i iiccr, I ,o11 cr'Is vcsscls wcI'cp t-op11Isia11 ;L 

"r-emarl;ably successful." I I] I .apcr designed the steamer's cngines and pi'opellcr, 

siipei-vised the ilcsjgii of t h e  11u!l to " e i ~ s i ~ i ~ e 
that it was striictur;illp aild 
tiy droilynaiu ica 11y s11i ta b 1e f'o I' t lie 111ode of 11 Io1111 Is io11 ,'I a 1111 pc rsoria 1I y tooI< 11 i i  I't i II 
tlic iiiaIiufacturc of the machinery and thc construction of' thc 1iu11 o r  &iniiel S.  
I,ewis. Loper and two associates, E. Lincoln and Sainuel 1<cynoltls, iriteilded I.cwis 
to operate in  itic Calif o tn ia trade, carry i ng i ~ i i111 igran t s niid Ii ig li- valued I're ig 11 t in 
the lircrotive boorii of steam transportation to the Pacific Coast following tlic 
discovery of gold in California. Ilcforc i l t e  stealtier was lnuiicliccf, liowevcr, she w i s  
pirrclrnscd by the Flarnden Expr.css Conipany of Hoston to operate on tlic Atlantic 
Oceiiri between Uoston and Livcrpool. 121 

As built, Samucl S. I , c w ~was 216.9 fcct long, with a 32.6-foot benm and R 
16.3-foot depth of hold, and was registered :it I ,  103 77/95 gross tons. 14.1 ljiiilt 
s t a u i ~ c h l yof white oak, I.,ewis w;is "clcver.Iy reinforcccl in crilical iireiis" to withst;lnd 
the vibration of the clouhle--oscil lnti i~~ knees, braces, ar idengine. N U I M ~ . ~ L I S  
diagonal ii-on strapping i n  the engitie spaces were instaIlcc1. Spcci t'icatiom a l l d  

scautlings f o r  the vessel hnvc survived atid off'er a detailed picture of this early 
American trans-Atlantic screw stcainer. [S ]  

Saiiiuel S. 1,ewis underweiit trials at  I'hilndclphia 011 Scptcrnbci, 4,  185 I ,  arid sa i led  
for Hoston on September 13. On Segternber 16 she participatcd in a grand jubilcc 
on Uostori harbor to cclebrate the conrpletion of the first 13ostoii-to-Cflnnda i.ailrond 
l i n k .  A t  13oston, Samuel S. 1 , e w k  took President Millard Fillmore arid other 
digriitarics, iiicludiiig Danicl Webstcr, on a tour of- tlic I.tal-bor. Lxwis stcaiucd i'rotii 
Uoston on October 4, 1851, for  Livci-pool ~ inc le i -the comrnand of Capt. Gcorgc A.  
Cole, who was rcceritly Icturncd f r o m  California and tlic steainer 1'Cnlicsscc. '1'116: 
steamer was the subject of' much atteiitioii and high  Iropcs: 

Of a l l  the new cntcrpriscs, the estnblishlncnt of II line of American 

ste;imships between 13oslon arid Livctpool has bccn niadc the occasion of 

great rejoicing on the pal t of ou r  commerci:il and cntcl-pi isiiig 

citizens ....I
Lewis is] the pioneer of the line....It is estimated that  she will 
rnake s c v m  voyages a year bctwcen th is  port and 1,ivcipool.... L61 

Such was not to be the c :m.  At sea, 1,cwis lost licr propcllcr i n  a gale and  was 
forced to sail to Liverpool, where a new propeller. was fitted. She set  out  for  
Boston, only to I i i ~ iout of coiit. Firlnlly n ~ - ~ - i v i n gbnclc in the United States OJI 

January 3 ,  1842, 1,ewis's trans- Atlantic c;irecr was at a n  end  whcri her owiiers' 
busiricss failed. 171 
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Sold in February 1852 to George A, Osgood of New York, an agent of Commodore 
Cornelius VanderbiIt, Samuel S. Lewis was readied for a new career, Vanderbilt 
had estabIished the "Independent Line" to carry gold-seekers to California by way of 
Nicaragua. Lewis was to work the Pacific side of the route with the steamer 
IndeDendence. Steaming from New York on March 5 ,  1852, Lewis sailed into the 
Pacific, touching at Rio de Janeiro before navigating the Straits of Magellan. After 
stopping at Valparaiso and Panama, Lewis arrived at San Juan del Sur, the Pacific 
terminus of the Nicaragua route, where several hundred passengers had waited for 
three weeks for her. From San Juan del Sur, she steamed to Acapulco, Mexico, 
arriving at San Francisco on July 7 ,  1852, with 653 passengers, 112 days from New 
York. [ X I  

.~ -~. 

The San Francisco Daily Alta California greeted the new steamer lukewarmly, "she 
is a large fine looking vessel, possessing apparently all the requisites for a good safe 
sea-going steamer," [9] Vanderbilt's steamers were not noted for good service, and 
the death by disease of 19 passengers en route to San Francisco was not the best 
introduction for Samuel S. Lewis. The steamer operated between San Juan del Sur 
and San Francisco for more than a year. Her career on the Pacific was marked by 
problems; she was fined in  the fall of 1852 for  overloading, and in January 1853 SS 
Lewis was described by the most reliable authority to have arrived here in the most 
filthy condition; so much indeed as to create nausea to those who visited her. She 
is in a very leaky condition, and has several feet of water. [ lo] 

The Sari Francisco Dailv Alta California's editors condemned the ship, stating "the 

lives and property of the public should not be trifled with ...the present condition of 

the ship...is calculated to induce sickness and death, especially where human beings 

are packed together in dense masses ....'I [ l  11 

On January 4, 1853, SS Lewis broke down off San Francisco and was towed into 

port by the steamer Goliah. [12] A week later, the San Francisco Daily Alta 

California reported that the ship was to be "thoroughly overhauled and repaired:" 


New engines are going to be put in her, and new propeller paddles to 
replace the old ones. The copper will be stripped off, seams recaulked, 
new copper put on, and in time the ship made as good as new. We are 
really glad that such is to be the case. 1131 

The ship was repaired under contract by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company at 

their Benicia depot near San Francisco. The old engines were repaired, not 

replaced, despite the newspaper's hopes. In late March 1853 SS Lewis departed San 

Francisco for San Juan del Sur.  She was wrecked on her return voyage to San 

Francisco. 


In the early morning of April 9, 1853, SS Lewis ran aground on Duxbury Reef, 

north of the point and close to Agate Beach. The thick fog obscured the land, and 

like the steamer Tennessee, lost j u s t  a month before, SS Lewis was wrecked through 

an error in navigation. [I41 William Tecumseh Sherman, who was a passenger on 

board, noted that the ship did not completely sink: 


...as the water gradually rose inside to a level with the sea outside, the 
ship swung broadside to the sweIl, and all her keel seemed to rest on 
the rock and sand. A t  no time did the sea break over the deck--but 
the water below drove all the people up to the main-deck and to the 
promenade-deck, and thus we remained for about three hours.... [151 

The 385 passengers on board were safely landed along with the ship's specie, mail, 

and some of the baggage. The U.S. surveying steamer Active arrived at the wreck 
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On the a f t e rnoon  of Apri l  10, llic steaniei C;ol;ah returned to San l-:rancisco from 
the wi-eck of SS Lewis  "with the balancc of ilic passeiigers aild baggage of th:ll 
vessel. Nothing now remains  of thc wreck together, as she has broken up, and 
f r agmen t s  can be secti strewn all along tlic beach." [ 171 

NOTE; S 
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17 

Ibid., April 11, 1853. 


San Domenico 


The 86-foot-long purse-seiner San Domenico was built at  San Francisco, California, 
by Andersen & Cristofani and was launched in September 1935. [ I ]  San Domenico 
was built for and owned by the San Domenico Corporation, ”consisting of members 
of her crew.“ The vessel’s career was brief; just three months after her launch, 
Domenico was wrecked four miles north of Bolinas when she ran aground in the 
heavy fog on the evenjng of December 27, 1935. Her hull torn open by rocks, 
Domenico filled as her 11-man crew lowered a skiff and headed for shore through 
the surf. After struggling to reach the beach, one-quarter mile distant from the 
wreck, San Dornenico’s crew reached safety. However, one man, Salvatore 
Finocchiaro, was swept overboard and drowned. [2] The wreck of San Domenico 
quickly broke up in the heavy surf; no attempt was made to salvage her. 
Finocchiaro’s body was not recovered. [3] 

NOTES 


1 

San Francisco Examiner, December 28, 1935. 


2 

Ibid. 


3 

Ibid., December 29, 1935. 


Western Shore 


The 1,117.X6-ton ship Western Shore, built in 1874, was the largest full-rigged 

vessel constructed on the Pacific Coast. The ship was 183.5 feet long, with a 

42-foot beam and a 22.6-foot depth of hoId, and was built of Douglas fir  and Port 

Orford cedar. The vessel’s timbers were massive, her frames being 16 by 24 inches, 

molded and sided. The vessel was built by John Kruse at  Asa Meade Simpson’s 

North Bend Shipyard at North Bend, Oregon, and was launched on October 10, 

1874. [ l ]  


On her maiden voyage, Western Shore saiIed from Coos Bay to San Francisco with 
225,000 board feet of lumber, At San Francisco the ship loaded wheat and sailed 
for Liverpool, England. Returning to San Francisco with a general cargo, she 
cleared for Portland, Oregon, where she again loaded wheat for  Liverpool. Upon 
her return from England, Western Shore entered the coastwise coal trade, carrying 
coal from Seattle to San Francisco. [ 2 ]  Her first voyage from Seattle passed without 
incident, but trouble struck when she sailed from San Francisco in January 1878. 
Western Shore was nearly lost twice as she made her way out the Golden Gate. On 
January 22, she departed San Francisco under tow. In ballast, the lightly laden 
vessel proved too much �or the tug Richard HoIvoke, as Western Shore struggled in 
a strong southeast gale at the Golden Gate. Western Shore broke free of the tug 
and drifted toward Alcatraz Island. “Both anchors were let go and the ship brought 
up, just clear of the island. Had the wind continued blowing ...the ship must have 
gone ashore, but as if by a miracle it suddenly shifted...and the vessel was saved.” 
[ 31 
Two days later Western Shore again departed San Francisco, again under tow from 
the tug Richard Holyoke. In company of the barks King Philip and Don Nicolas, 
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Western Shore was off the Snn I'mncisco Bar when thc wind dictl. As the three 
vessels bcgnn to dr i f t  in  heavy seas, 1C itrg P h w s  tug cast off  to aid Wcstc!rn~~Shore 
and I)on Nicolas, both being in  d:ingcr of going asliorc near the gate at Point i,obos. 
Capt. Ulii i i i  of Western Sli0r.e was casting off'  thc tug's hawser wtieii the wind ilicd. 
l l e  and the mate then attcmgted to put a few tu rns  of the h:iwser around the bitts 
wfieii the line surged, breaking off the bitts : t i i d  striking the captnin, " b r c n l < i ~ ~ ghis 
leg in two places, a n d  knocking him off the f'orccastle to t h  i l ia in  ticck, n iiistaiicc 
of 12 fcct .... He livcd about four  Iiours aftei.w:irds." [41 Wcstccn St1oi.c was ablc lo 
arichor and hang on until  the next day,  when 1:c.Irar-d t loI\mk.c was ablc lo p u t  ;I 
line on her and tow tlic ship iato Siin Francisco Hay. l h n  Nicolns wlis also towed 
in, but  King  Philir) proved ii total loss when she wcnt :rshore two :inti :I hair miles 
south of I'oint Lobos. 

Western Shore's third ottcmpt to clear San Francisco was without accident. l'hc nex t  
voyage from Scattlc to Sari 1;1aiici~co,however, W R S  her last. Siliting f'ronl Seattle OII 
d u l y  2, 1878, tlic ship, ladeii with 2,040 tons OT coal, rnadc a fas t  passq;c towal-ct 
San Francisco. On the evening of JiiIy 9, while iiotler f u l l  sail at a s p e e d  oi' 10 
k ~ l ~ t ~ ,the ship siruck b u x b u r y  Reef. Within three 11our.sshe had sunk, lying Iicatt 

on, listing to port, with only the masts (all sails still set) protruding frorn the watcr. 

'l'he cir c u m taiices of 11er loss were ncvel' fu l ly  explainctl: 


' l ' h - e are several theories....One is tha t  thcre being ;i very  strong cur'rcnt 
to the iiorthwarcl, the ship was considerably out of 1 1 ~ 1 "COIII-se. Anotlicr 
is that the Captain, owing 10 a long experience, got CRI-elcss....Ollie[-s 
cciniiot comprehend how anyone able to see cithcr Point 1:eyes or 
Farallone light could loose a vessel 011 n reef so well kriowii and 
dangerous as Duxbury RccC, in R fine coniniariding breeze. l 'hcre  is 
ccrtainly something rcrnarkablc about the affair ~ h a tncccls investigntion. 
IS1 


The vessel, valued at $72,000, was a completc loss, along with the cnigo, v:ilued nt 
$9,180, On Ju ly  1 1 ,  the "Wreck of the Ship Western Shore, as she n o w  lics 011 

I l u x b u r y  Reef," was sold ;it auction. 161 Sail 1arancisco grocer G.  Molloy, who k i d  
earlier bought and salvaged the wrecked bark 1( iiig PtriIili, now purchased thc ship 
that had eluded disaster wlieii Linr: I ' l i i l i l >  was lost. Mvlolloy paid $ 1  ,225 for  Wcslcrii 
Shore; the coal cargo w a s  sold separatcly to ;IMr. C. Wilson for  $70. 171 Ncitticr­
iiiaii profited from the wrcck, because 11cavyseas soon broke Wertcix Sliorc up .  
The  only i tmis  salvaged WCI-e [tic fore,  main ,  and m i L m i  royals, tlic f o i c  m d  ninin 
topgallalit sails, the fore and main topsails, and the jibs, which were ptilletl froin 
the yards by Italian fisliermcn. 181 

1 
Op,  cit., Merchant Vessels of the United S t a t e s  (1877) 11. 269, and tlic Nurt l i  Ilciitl (Oregon) Ecx, 
Septomher 6, 1084. 

2 
The Snn Francisco Daity h l t n  Cn1ifortii;r of July 11, 1878 recountu thr! ship's carccr. 

3 

Ibid., Jarlllnry 23, l a y s .  


4 
Ibjd., January 27, 1878. 

6 

Ibid., July 11, 1878. 


F 

Ibid. 
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7 
lbid. ,  July 12,  1878. 

a 

Ibid, 


Wi I 1i atn F, Witze rrnann 

The 473-ton, four-masted schooner Wm. F. Witzemann was built by Hans D. 

Bendixsen at Fairhaven, CaIifornia, in 1887. Launched on March 2, 1887, she was 

said to be the largest vessel then built on the shores of Humbaldt Bay. [ I ] 

Witneinann was registered at 160 feet in length, with a 35-foot beam and 12.2-foot 
depth of hold. [2] Constructed for San Francisco lumber interests, she was intended 
for the Puget Sound lumber trade, ferrying lumber from Puget Sound sawmills to 
market in San Francisco, Her cargo capacity was 500,000 board feet. The new 

schooner attracted favorable attention at her launch: 


The W. F. Witzemann is a fine able vessel, and as she rested on the 
water, attracted universal attention and admiration ....Mr. Bendixsen is an 
expert shipbuilder, and the vessels constructed at his yard are considered 
among the best in the coasting fleet. [3] 

After a long career in the Pacific Coast lumber trade, Wm. F. Witzemann was 
wrecked three miles north of Duxbury Point on February 6, 1907. Departing San 
Francisco for Gray's Harbor, William F. Witzemann, in ballast, crashed into the 

rocks of Duxbury Reef in a thick fog. The five-man crew was rescued by crews 

from the United States Lifesaving Service's Point Bonita and Fort Point stations. 

The captain and two officers remained with the vessel, superintending all possible 

salvage from the vessel, which was then abandoned. [4] 


NOTES 


1 

[Eureka, California] Weekly Humholdt Times, March 3, 1887. 


2 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of t h e  United States (1906) p. 167. 

3 

Weekly Humboldt Times, March 3, 1887. 


4 
Op. cit., United States  Life-Savina Service (1908) pp. 138, 2 5 2 - 2 5 3 .  

YFD w20 

The only reference to this wreck event is a notation in a secondary source history, 

which notes that the vessel, a Yard Floating Drydock, broke free while under tow 

and went aground on Duxbury Reef on January 20,1943. The wreck was "scrapped" 

over the next month's time. [ I ]  No reference to the event was found in the San 

Francisco ChronicIe for January 1943. The wreck may have not been publicized

because of wartime censorship. A major storm lasting four days did lash the coast 

between January 18 and 22, 1943, according to the Chronicle. 


NOTE 


1 
Op. cit., Marshall, p. 1 2 2  
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VESSEL LOSSES, TEN-MILE BEACH TO TOMALES BAV 

James P. Delgado and Stephen A. Haller 

Point Reyes’ Ten-Mile Beach was the scene of numerous tragedies and accidents, 
mostly costing vessel losses of ships inbound from the Pacific that lost their way 
while seeking the Golden Gate. 

Albert, 1919 

Alessandro, 1874 

Anglo-American, 1877 

C-7742 

C o m e r  Queen, 1903 

Erin’s Stat, 1880 

Eurmean,  1861 

Evening Star, 1880 

Francois Coepee, 1903 

Haddingtonshire, 1885 

Haves, 1869 

H. Caroline, 1874 

J. E. Haskins, I874 

Marin, 1861 

Novick, 1863 

Oxford, 1852 

Rachel, 1895 

Samoa, 1913 

Sea NvmDh, 1861 

Warrior Queen, 1874 


Albert 

Twenty vessels are known to have been totally lost. 

Albert was built in 1890 a t  Port Blakely, Washington, at the famous shipyard of the 
Hall Brothers, She was well-built of oak and Douglas f i r ,  fastened with iron and 
copper. Her hull measured 182.1 feet long, had a beam of 38.3 feet, depth of hold 
of by 14.6 feet, and displaced 624 tons. [ I ]  Albert was rigged as a three-masted 
bark, and crossed skysails on her foremast and mainmast. Contrary to the tradition 
of West Coast shipbuilders, she carried a figurehead rather than a billethead a t  her 
bow, The National Maritime Museum Library has the sail plan, rigging plans,
inboard profiles, and the hull lines of this vessel in its pamphlet collection. [2 j  

Albert was owned by Ned OIson of San Francisco. She was engaged in general 
trade between the West Coast, Australia, New Zealand, and Hawaii, and also ranged 
as fa r  north as Bristol Bay, Alaska. She had a fine reputation as a handsome vessel 
and a “crack passage-maker.” [3] 

In her 29-year career she had several near disasters, the most serious being a bout 
with heavy northerly gales just 19 miles north of the Farallon Islands, inbound to 
San Francisco on a passage from Honolulu. The  storm winds carried away most of 
her sails, damaged her main royal backstays, and blew her south for three days. 
Before repairs were made, she had drifted as f a r  as Montara. 
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Within a day the vessel had broken in two in  the heavy swell on Point Reyes Beach. 
The next day the wreck had entirely disappeared, and her cargo of tallow, hides, 
and leather had drifted ashore. The wreck was immediately sold to Capt. E. L. 
Whitney, but it seems clear that there was little Ieft to salvage by this time. 

NOTES 

1 

American Bureau of Shipping Record, 1918. 

2 
National Maritime Museum Library, Pamphlet file XA 0 3  A4 pam. 

3 

Campbell, Esther M., "Proud Sails on Puget Sound," Campbell Industrial Supply News, April 1959. 

4 
Op. cit., Marine Exchange Index Cards. 

5 
Evans, Pe ter  A,; "Shipwrecks and Strandings on the Coast of Point Reyes National Seashore, 
1840-1940;''p. 94,in manuscript. 

Allesari dro 

Allesandro was the name of a fishing boat mentioned in Marshall as having capsized 
near the Farallons, and being towed to Point Reyes Beach on June 18, 1874. [ l ]  I t  
is further stated that she was the "largest in the fieet of fishing boats," No further 
records relating to this vessel have been uncovered during the research for this 
project, however, and the story of the Allesandro is a mystery, 

NOTE 


1 
Op. cit., Marshal[, p. 120. 

AnPlo- American 

Ando-American is the name of a schooner mentioned in the Sari Francisco 
Chronicle of September 30, 1877, as having been stranded and lost off Tomales in a 
spell of severe weather. The schooner Marin was also said to have suffered the 
same fate. 

The Congressional Record of October 1861, mentions the partial loss at Tomales Bay 
of the schooner Anglo-American. [ l ]  No further information on this vessel has 
been found to date, and it is unclear if these two incidents refer to the same vessel, 

NOTE 

1 
Congressional Record, 8:1,p. 390. 

C-7742 

C-7742 is mentioned in Marshall as having been a saImon trawler, under the 
command of Captain Bowers, that became a total loss after running aground on a 
reef at the head of Tomales Bay near Dillon Beach during a heavy fog. [ I ]  No 
further information has been uncovered about this incident. 
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NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Lloyd’s ReRister (1881-1882). 

2 
San Francisco Chronicle, September 14, 15,  and 18, 1880. 

Eurogean 

European was probably a small two-masted schooner involved in the earIy coastal 
trade. She does not appear in any vessel registries around the time of her loss. The 
Bancroft Library holds a citation to the Congressional Record ( & I ) ,  in which it is 
stated that the schooner European was a partial loss at Bodega Bay in October 1861. 
In Mitchell’s The  Commerce of the North Pacific Coast, European is mentioned as 
having been lost while bound for  Timber Cove, and as having been worth $5,000. 
To the contrary, however, another source claims that a vessel named European was 
wrecked at Tomales Bay in 1861. [ I ]  

NOTE 

1 
Op. cit., Marshall, p. 121. 

Evertirip Star 

Evening Star was a two-masted schooner wrecked at Point Reyes in December of 
1880. [ I ]  No further information about this event has been found, and the name 
Evening Star does not appear in any vessel registries around that time. 

Some years earlier in 1863, San Francisco newspapers covered the launch of a 
missionary vessel of the same name, which was built by contributions of 
Sunday-school children. The Dailv Alta California stated that “500 Sabbath school 
teachers, scholars & others assembled at Clark’s Point to witness the launch of the 
missionary vessel Evening Star ...buitt at an expense of $750. ...for  use in the 
Micronesian Islands...next week sent on her way by the bark Comet” August 19, 
1863. It is, however, quite doubtful that these two incidents refer to the sanie 
vessel. 

NOTE 


1 
Op. cit.,  Marshall, p. 121. 

Francois Copnee 

Francois Copme  was a magnificent and significant vessel, with a tragic, fascinating
end. She was a steel bark of 2,289 gross tons, 1,728 net  tons, launched on 
November 6, 1900, a t  the French shipyard of Chantiers de la Loire of Nantes for 
the firm of N. & C. Guillon. Guillon was an old name in French shipping trade, 
and their vessels, reflecting French maritime trade in general, often voyaged to the 
Pacific with cargoes of Chilean nitrate, Peruvian guano, California grain, and 
Washington lumber. 

In contrast to other nations ar the time, France subsidized the building of merchnnt 
sailing vessels, and strongly supported its merchant marine through the First World 
War, French merchant vessels we.re, in consequence, often referred to as ”bounty 
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orders. While the one part was taking aback (a very difficult maneuver 
under the shock of the waves), the vessel fell crosswise on some rocks 
situated at 500 meters from the island. During this time the steward’s 
mate and 2 of the men were provisioning the lifeboats. The  rear port 
lifeboat on the land side was the first to be put on its hoisting gear and 
provisioned. The  attention was turned to the loanboat on the rear 
starboard, on the ocean side, and it was provisioned. The apprentices 
N k o l  and Hillion received orders to embark in the first boat. Seven 
foreigners joined them there and lowered before orders while the rest 
were busy with the long-boat. The rear falts broke; the two men who 
were inside were thrown into the sea but were saved. The long-boat 
was broken, and then it was discovered that the first lifeboat had been 
swung out without orders and with 9 men. She was ordered to return, 
but  could not get back. There was no other lifeboat. The sea was 
breaking, covering the roof and forward part of the vessel, making it 
impossible to put out  the foreward boats, which were broken a few 
minutes later by the falling of the yards and of the masting. 

At  2 in the morning the mainmast fell. At  5:30 it was the foremast; a t  
7:30 the mizzen, the gaff and pole of which had fallen previously. The 
bar and the skylight of the salon were torn away. We were shut into 
the watchroom, which cracked with every blow from the sea. About 3 
in the morning the seaman Le Sachet offered himself, despite his 53 
years to try to carry to shore a line fastened to the edging .... He had 
hardly left the deck when the vesseI went to pieces. 1 had just  time to 
loosen the line fastened aboard, and then we were all submerged. 1 had 
undressed and several others had done the same. The Captain, who had 
kept on his clothing and had put into a belt all the inoney on board, 
was swimming with the debris of a table. I was swimming toward the 
island, bu t  did not see him again. On reaching the island, I found the 
men named Victor Auguste, Victor Adolphe, Q’NeilI Daniel; we spent 
36 hours on the island fed by a few mussels and a tin of sea biscuits 
washed up by the sea. When the sea had grown calmer, we were able 
to reach the shore with the help of wooden debris. We spent the night 
a t  an abandoned barn. Monday morning we were found by a 
Portuguese who showed us the way to the farm of Charles Molzen. 
There they were succoured and sheltered until the evening of the 23rd, 
at which time we were able to return to San Francisco. 

Outside of the four survivors named above, the two apprentices who 
were ordered to embark in the lifeboat were found and with them the 7 
foreign seamen who put off without orders. Also two corpses were 
identified. The  Captain and 1 1  men had lost their lives in the 
shipwreck. [3] 

Because of the violence of the wreck event and the dangerous area in which she 
now lies, i t  is to be expected that the hull and other materia1 reniains of this vessel 
are badly damaged and strewn about the bottom, but have survived over the years 
with little intrusion from divers and salvors. 

NOTES 

1 
Randier, Grands Voiiers Francais (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1972) p. 237 

L 

VilIiers & Picard, The Bounty Ships of France (Grenoble: Edition Des Quar te  Seigneurs, 1974) pp. 17, 
149 
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ILxldinliton wiis a 13rilisli iron b:irk built in 1884. Her occan-going carccr ended a 
year l a k r  on the shores of Point I<cycs, two nild a bnlf rnilcs north of the I'oinl. 11j 
'i'lic V C S S ~ I ' S  background and the wreck p:irticul;irs were admirably described in 
E U ~ G I ' S  of August 29, 1885:Wecklv ~ I - i n i ~ s - ' ~ ' e ~ ~ ~ i ~ t i ~ ~ i ~  

A telephone rriessagc rcccivcd lnle yesterday aflernoon f rom Olema, 011 
Ihc North I'acil'ic I~ailroad,cniivepcd the news that tlie l h i t i sh  ship 
t ~ndtlinc,t-onshir.c,Captnin Macltenzie, had gone ashore three miles above 
Point Reyes,  Marin County, a n d  that 18 lives had been lost, only two 
persons, a imii and a boy, cscnging the fate of tlieir unfortunate 
colnraclcs. I t  was learned that the vessel f 1 a d  gone ashore 3 o'clock 
yeslerday morning, and that  her commander was among the doorned. 

I t  appearecl t h a t  the  L Iat1clin~:ionshiiewiis ;i new vessel which wiis 
niaking licr fit-st rctui n t r i p  from the Columbia River to Glasgow. Shc 
had ii ctcw of 24 I H C I ~ ,  a l l  of wlroun W C I C  sliippcd at Glasgow. She was 
i : i t ~ d  ii staunch vcssel, aiid with a fu l l  caigo tlie voy;igc was begun on 
the 4th of July,  with the first prospects of i? favorable voyage. 

All wcrit wcll u n t i l  the tiopics were imclicd. T h i i  the ship 
ciicountcrcd a succcssiori of fie1ce gales which firially culriiinated in a 
ht ir-1  icane on the cqu;itor. I-or days the vessel was driven before tlic 
tempest. All that  could be done was to keep her before the wind and 
i n  this cfforr four  mcii wcr e lost, swcpl overboai-d by tlic hcuvy seas. 

Finally when tlic s to rm pnsscd and they could take ail account of the 
d;iniagc done, it was found that the ship was so badly disabled that it 
would be l~opelcssto proceed on the voyagc, with tlic risk of 
encountering storms such as they Iiad fortunately wcatkercd. Uut ficre it 
iicw chngcr confronrcd them. l ' hey  ltrrew that they were fa r  out of 
their course and their only safety was to reach this port, where repairs 
could be made. Bu t  t hc  Captain found that he had lost his chronometer 
d u r i n g  the sto1'111,aiid 11iercfore tlic navigation of lie vessel I I I L I S ~be by 
dead  reckoning, which :it best is only guesswork. With :ill these 
drawb:tcks, however-, the slijp made fail- way and would h v c  no doubt: 
liiivc reached this port  in sa fe ty  but for tlie dense fog which shrouded 
thc coilst yCslerdi1y. 

I k l y  in the morning,  when the fog was so dense that the lookout could 
not see 10 yards ahead, the vessel drove uyon the big Iecf' which juts  
out beyond Point Reyes light, on the Mai,in Coast, about 40 miles from 
this c i ty .  The wind was blowing a galc, the sen ran high,  and i t  is a11 
iron bound coast. l ' l iere was small prospect for  the doomed men on 
board to 1-each the shore th rough  the surf,  which bent upoil the rocks, 
arid whosc roiii- they could hear high abnvc the shrieking of the wind. 
Of the 20 mcn or1 boaId oiily two succecdetl in rc;icliitig the shore alive. 
I 'he  rernainder, including the Captain, went down in the surf  or were 
dashcd lo death agiiiist the roc1;s. 
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Nothing could be done to save the cargo, the ship went to pieces very
speedily, and i t  was impossible to reach the place where she struck. 
H.er cargo was a valuable one, consisting of 12,514 barrels of flour, 
valued at  $50,056, and 17,696 cases of Columbia River salmon, valued 
at $53,400. The cargo was fully insured in England. 

The Haddinptonshire was an iron vessel and was built by Russell & Co. 
at Port Glasgow last year. She was 215-1/2 feet long, with 35 foot 
beam and 21 foot depth of hoId. Her gross tonnage was 2,110, and her 
underdeck 1068. The vessel was valued at $60,000 and was fully 
insured. 

LATER. San Francisco, Aug. 22: The wrecked bark Haddinatonshire 
was sold at auction this afternoon in  the Merchants Exchange to Paul 
Keyser, commission merchant, for $80. The sale was by authority of 
the Board of Underwriters. There were few bidders. The sale was 
started at $25. 

For the Glasgow shipping f i rm of T. Law & Company who owned her, 
Haddingtonshire was the third loss in two years of trade between Europe and the 
West Coast. 121 

NOTES 

1 
Davidson, Coast Pilot, (1869) p. 249. 

n
L 
Op. cit., Evans, manuscript, p. 57. 

Haves 

Haves is the name of a vessel reported wrecked at Tomales Bay in 1869. [ I ]  No 
vessel of this name appears in the registers around tha t  time, and no further 
information about the incident has surfaced during this research. 

NOTE 


1 
Op. cit.,  Marshall, p, 121. 

H. Caroline 

H. Caroline was a schooner of 22 tons, Official No. 11677, [ l ]  registered at  San 
Francisco, and totally wrecked at Tornales Bay in February 1874. [2] No other 
information about the vessel surfaced during the course of this research. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of the United States (1874) p, 136 

2 
Conaressianal Record, 8:l. 
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.,.ihc nicil f o u r  in number, af ter  ii SCVCI~C struggle, cliiiibcd on her as she 
floated. I n  th i s  e x p o ~ e danti pcrilotis si tuation they reinairmi fo r  
f'arty-eight hours, tosscci by the waves and cxpectiiig every monrent to 
be lost. [2] 

'I'hc fishing srnnclc Alexniidc~.rescued lllc crew of J. 1:. 11askins on the eveniiig of 
August 20 arid landcd Lliciii safely in Sari Francisco. 'i'hc wreck was last seen 
floaliiig bottom up off  Point ICeycs; i t  is assuined that she ult inutcly went ashore. 
l31 

'l'lie particulars of h e  steam corvctte Noviclc (also ltriowii as Norvick) of tlic 
lniperial Russian Navy are no1 known,  She may have corifoirncd to particulars cited 
fa r  other, Kuss iw men--ot'-wnr that served wjlh her-; i f  so, Novick was between 800 
and 1000 tons, carried ii 300..liorscpower mai~iiiesteam engine, was screw-propelled, 
arid m o ~ i n t e d6 to I 2  guns. 'I'Iie s h i p  w a s  wrecked a t  Poilit Reyes on Scptcmber 26, 
1863. Noviclc w;is the vanguard  of llic Russian 1':icific flcct cointaanded by 
Admiral  A. A. l'opoff. The  fleet was en rotitc to San 1'1-nncisco a s  part of a 
Russinn goodwill visit to the llriiled States during tlic American Civil War. In the 
wintcr of 1 KG3- 1864, Russinn fleets visited New Yorlc and San I:l"niicisco, where 
tlicy wcrc warmly weicoincd by the belc:igucrccl American goverrinrcnt at ti time 
w Iic 11 III ;I11 y forei I: n g I)vc 1'11 11 Ic 11 t s, no tab 1y 1: rig I a 11d ;i nii Fraiicc, we re opc n 1y 
syaipnttrctic to the rebcllious Confcdci.acy. [ I ]  

Novick lind departed I l ~ k I c ~ \ i t I d o ,. lapan,  011 Scptcinber 1 ,  11161, for Sari Francisco. 
On ttic moi,iiing of Scptciiibcr 26, the corvctk was off Point Keycs when she I R I ~  

;tgrounrl or1 'l'cn-Mile flcacli. llcr of1'icct.s lhouglit the sh ip  was 25 miles offshore 
when shc s t ruck.  "'l'hc wcailicr WEIS v e ~ - yfoggy at  the time. Shc tricd to back of[, 



but the very heavy sea running turned her broadside on to the beach, heaving her 
into f rom five to ten feet  of water." [2] A boat was sent ashore and an officer 
walked inland to San Quentin on San Francisco Bay, where he caught a boat to San 
Francisco. With news of the wreck of Novick at hand, the United States revenue 
cutter Shubrick was sent with the Russian Vice-ConsuI Klinkestrom to Point Reyes. 
Arriving there, Shubrick found Novick broken up in the surf: "only a small piece of 
the stern was all that remained of her." 131 The  160-man crew managed to reach 
shore with the Ioss of only one man and were transported with their dunnage to ,5811 
Francisco. 

The  salvage of materials from the wreck began almost immediately--by November 
1863 San Franciscans were able to view "Relics from a Wreck:" 

Some five or  six guns have been recovered from the wreck, amongst 
which is one brass rifled cannon. This is a twenty-four pounder; the 
others being thirty-two pounders. There are also to be seen a number 
of substantial and handsome copper chests, used as powder magazines. 
Of these the Novick had on board no fewer than three hundred and 
forty, The  engines were saved also, but not the boilers. The sails, 
made of simon pure "Russian duck," were aIso recovered, besides a 
variety of other articles, which will repay the inspection of the curious. 
r4I 

Two weeks after the wreck, Admiral Popoff arrived at San Francisco in his flagship 
Bomtvre. A court-martial was held that ultimately absolved the officers of Novick 
of any blame in the loss of their ship. [ S ]  

NOTES 

1 
Benjamin F. Gilbert, "Welcome t o  the Czar's Fleet: An Incident of Civil War Days in San Francisco," 
California Histurical Society Quarterly, XXVI (l), March 1947, pp. 13-15,passim. 

2 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, September 28, 1863. 

3 
Ibid., September 29, 1863. 

4 
Ibid., November 27, 1863. 

5 
Ibid., October 13, 1863. 

Oxford 

At the conclusion of the War of 1812, trade between the United States and Great 
Britain blossomed when restrictive tariffs were repealed and merchandise that had 
accumulated on both sides of the Atlantic found its way to market. This new trade 
made New York the principal port in  the United States, and large numbers of 
British and American vessels daily navigated through Verazzano Straits. 
Trans-Atlantic "packets," beamy bluff-bowed cargo and passenger-carrying ships 
were built to sail year-round across the Atlantic to Liverpool and European ports
such as LeHavre. The conditions of the packet trade were difficult, and the 
"stormy North Atlantic and the hard winter passages, combined with the desire for  
speedy voyages, made the power to carry sail in heavy weather, seaworthiness, 
strength and speed prime requisites." [ I ]  Dozens of packets were built, primarily i n  
New York, between 1816 and 184s. 
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though we think without the slightest prospect of getting out ....She had 
not bilged and was perfectly tight ... [7] 

Over the next week, much of the ship's cargo of dry goods, liquor, provisions, and 
475 tons of ice was landed with the assistance of the bark m,the revenue cutler 
Frolic, the steamer Sea Bird, the schooner John 1%'.Brown, and the schooner Wm. A. 
Tarleton. The crew of Frolic succeeded in pulling Oxford free of the beach on the 
evening of July 18, but as "the ship on being hauled into deeper water commenced 
leaking badly," Frolic's crew let up on the hawser and "let her go farther up on the 
Bar." IS] On July 20 the steamer Sea Bird attempted to tow Oxford off after more 
cargo had been landed, but failed. According to the officers of the revenue cutter 
Frolic, the failure was due to "grass mismanagement" on the part of Sea Bird's 
officers, who let O x f o r d  ground twice after pulling her free of the beach. [9] 

Meanwhile, the cargo that was landed in San Francisco from the salvage vessels had 
been sold. The  Daily Alta California noted on July 18 that an "assortment of 
Liquors, Provisions, Dry Goods, Boots and Shoes, Just Received f rom the Wreck, 
per steamer 'Sea Bird' and schr. 'J.W. Brown' [were being offered] for  sale" by the 
ship's agents. The  attempts to pull the ship free having failed, the vessel was 
abandoned, "the chief object of the efforts to get her down, viz., the saving of the 
ice, having been accomplished." [ lo]  Work to salvage the last of the cargo and strip 
the vessel of usable materials apparently continued through the end of July; the last 
mention was the report of the revenue cutter Frolic on July 25, which noted that 
when she had last left the wreck, Oxford was nearly discharged, "having about  90 
bbls. whiskey, and 100 tons ice on board." [ l l ]  

Oxford's hulk remained visible at the mouth of Tornales Bay for many years after 
the wreck. In 1889, the Pacific Coast: Pilot noted in the discussion of Tomales Bay 
that 

In 1852 the ship Oxford mistook the entrance to this small bay for  that 
of San Francisco, and after getting on the rocks outside of Tomales 
Ridge...floated off, drifted into the bay over the bar with the flood tide, 
and ...grounded on the flats...and lay inside of Sand Point for  some years. 
1121 

NOTES 

1 
Howard I. Chappelle, The History of American Sailing Ships. (New York: W .  W. Norton & Company,  
1935) p. 277. 

2 
Registry for the  ship Oxford, Number 252, Port of New York, August 15, 1836, National Archives 
Record Group 41, "Records of Merchant  Vessel Documentation," Washington,  D.C. Irereafter cited by 
registry number,  port and  date of issue. 

3 
Robert  G. Albion, Square-RigEers on  Schedule: The  New York Sailing Packets t o  I < n g l n i i d .  France,  nnd 
t h e  Cot ton  Ports (Princeton, N e w  Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1938) pp. 299, 276-277. 

4 
Ibid., p. 209. 
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Samoa, a typical single-erjded Pacifie coasl sfeam schooner. Courtesy of Sari Fraitcisco 
Muritinie N H P .  

Samoa 

The 377-ton, single-ended steam schooner Samoa, designed by John W. Dickie and 
built by the Fulton Engineering & Shipbuilding Works, was launched a t  San 
Francisco in 1898. [ l ]  As built, Samoa was 151 feet long, with a 33.5-foot beam 
and a 10.7-foOt depth of hold. Samoa was propelied by a 350-horsepower 
compound steam engine. [2] Built for J. R. Hanify,  the schooner was named for  a 
small lumber milling town on the Hurnboldt Bar and was engaged in the Pacific 
Coast lumber trade. Launched on February 5 ,  1898, Samoa underwent sea trials on 
February 17 and steamed on her maiden voyage to Eureka, California, three days 
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of lumber and  railroad ties when she ran aground in a thick fog on Ten-Mile 
Beach, 600 yards south from the United States Lifesaving Service station on the 
beach. The keeper of the station heard Samoa's whistle as "she made her way 
slowly down the coast ....I' A frantic series of blasts from the whistle alerted the 
lifesavers that Samoa was in trouble, and they hurried down the beach with their 
lifesaving cart and breeches buoy: 

Shortly after the lifesavers arrived abreast of the steamer the fog Iifted 
a little, disclosing her, bow on, in the breakers about 300 yards off the 
beach. The seas were sweeping entirely over her and the inshore surf 
was already filled with wreckage from her riven deckload of lumber. IS]  

After two unsuccessful tries, a breeches-buoy line was shot within reach of the 
stranded sailors on Samoa and they were pulled in over the surf to safety b y  the 
life-savers and several nearby ranchers. Her keel broken, Samoa washed into shore, 
twisting and breaking up. Her bow wrenched free and the hull broken into 
fragments, Samoa disappeared beneath the sands of Ten-Mile Beach. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., MeNairn and MacMullen, p. 81, and op. cit., Lyman, T h e  Marine Digest, May 1, 1943, p. 2 .  

2 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of the United States (1906) p .  298, and op. cit., Lyman, The  Marine Digest, 
May 1, 1943. 

3 
[Eureka, California] Humbaldt Times, February 22, 1898. 

4 
Ibid., March 4,  1900. 

5 
Ibid., May 20, 1900. 

6 
Ibid., September 14, 1900. 

7 
Op. cit.,  Lyman, T h e  Marine Digest, May 1 ,  1043, p.  2 .  

8 
Op. cit.,  United States Life-SavinK Service, (1914) pp. 106, 180-181. 

Sea Nymph 

The 1,215-ton clipper ship Sea Nvmph was built by Reuben Fiske & Company at 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts, in 1853. [ I ]  The vessel, a "California clipper," made four 
voyages between New York and San Francisco from 1854 to 1861, until she w a s  
lost. On May 4, 1861, Sea Nymph was bound for  San Francisco with 1,778 tons of 
general merchandise. Sailing through thick fog, the ship was driving along a t  10 
knots when she struck Ten-Mile Beach three miles north of Point Reyes. The  masts 
were cut away and washed ashore. The captain fired signal guns to attract  help; 
several local ranchers finally gathered on the beach and aided in  setting u p  a 
breeches buoy to bring the shipwrecked crew of Sea Nymph ashore. [2] The 
steward was drowned in the surf as he made his way to the beach; he was the only 
casualty. [ S ]  

The vessel was driven up close to the beach by the surf before she finally bedded 
down in the sand. Two days after she went ashore, Sea Nvmgh "broke in two in 
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proving t o  be "the source of considerable profit ...to several of our enterprising 
ranchers." [6j Warrior Oueen's timbers were "built in to  many a house and barn 
along the neck ...I' [7] The ship's figurehead was taken to Capt. Claussen's ranch, 
where it remained a prominent landmark for many years. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Lloyd's Register (1872) n.p .  

San Francisco Daily Aka California, July 21,  1874 

3 

Ibid. 

4 

Ibid. 

5 
Ibid., July 31, 1874. 

6 
Jack Mason, "Ghost of the Warrior Queen," Point Reyes Historian Vol. 3, No. 2,  p. 292. 

7 
Erie Douglas, Did She Care for Him? (San Francisco: Philip I. Figel, 1886) as quoted in Mason, "Ghost 
of the Warrior Queen," Point Reyes Historian I11 (2), p. 292.  
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VESSEL LOSSES, BODEGA BAY 

Stephen A.  Haller 

Twelve vessels were wrecked and became total losses at the minor port of Bodega 
Bay. 

A .  C. Dutton, 1953 
Albion River, 1903 
Corona, 1924 
Henrietta, 1868 
Isaac Reed, 1924 
Joseph, 1880 
Lammermoor, 1882 
Marshall, 1850 
Sarah Louise, 1865 
Shooting Star, 1861 
Two Brothers, I883 
Volunteer, 1906 

A. C ,  Dutton 

A .  C. Dutton was the name of a barge reported to have been wrecked at  Bodega 
Beach in 1953. [ l ]  More information about the incident was not uncovered during 
the project’s research. 

NOTE 

Op. cit., Marshall, p. 120. 

Albion Rivcr  

Albion River was a wooden-hulled steam schooner built in 1902 at Everett, 
Washington, owned by Robert H. Swayne and home-ported in  San Francisco. The 
official number was 107737; dimensions were 137.1 feet long, 31.7-foot beam, 
10.4-foot depth of hold, and the schooner displaced 185 net tons and 382 gross tons. 

The United States Lifesaving Service Annual Report for 1903 gives full details of 
the wreck event: 

Stranded about 3 a.m. at Bodega Head, 150 yards offshore and 50 miles 
f rom station [Point Bonita], hazy weather and moderate sea. She carried 
a crew of sixteen all told, for ty  passengers, and a cargo of general 
merchandise. At 10:40 a.m. the keeper received telegraphic orders from 
the district superintendent to proceed to the place of casualty, and lie 
inimediataly mustered the crew and put out in surfboat. Soon after 
starting the boat was taken in  tow by the tug Defiance, but  the latter 
being compelled to Iay to for repairs off Duxbury Reef, the revenue 
steamer McCulloch hoisted the surfboat a t  her davits, took the crew on 
board, and carried them to the stranded vessel, arriving near her at 9:30 
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NOTE 

1 
Personal conversation with Mr. W.  B. "Bill" Weston, December 23, 1986 

Corona 

Corona was built in 1918 at Neponset, Massachusetts, by Geo. Lawlcy for  use by 
the U.S. Navy in World War I as submarine chaser SC-266. As built, she was B 
75-ton vessel, with an overall length of 110 feet, breadth of 13.5 feet, and depth of 
hold of 5.5 feet. Vessels of this type usually had wooden hulls, In common with 
other members of her class, she was powered by three-shaft gasoline engines that 
drove her at a maximum speed of 17 knots. After the war, SC-266 was sold as 
surplus, and refitted for  a career as a fishing boat, adding four tons to her burthen 
in the process. She was registered in Los Angeles, California, and carried the 
official number 221444. Merchant Vessels of the United States of 1924 gives her 
net tonnage as 31, her dimensions as 104.3 feet, 14.9-foot beam, depth of hold 8.3  
feet, and states that she carried a crew of five. Perhaps at  the time of her refitting, 
she was rigged with a schooner's rig, for  she was called a "gasoline schooner" a t  the 
time of her loss. 

The San Francisco Chronicle of April 24, 1924, carried the news that the gasoline 
schooner Corona had burned off Bodega. Marshall states that she was a total loss, 
and places the location of the disaster off Bodega Head. [ I ]  Nothing further is 
known about the details of this event. It is conjectured that a gasoline fire on a 
small wooden vessel would leave little remains, and that perhaps only the engines 
remain as tangible evidence of this event. 

NOTE 


1 

Op. cit., Marshall, p. 120.  

Henrietta 

Henrietta was a small schooner (probably two-masted) of 63.79 tons based in San 
Francisco and carrying the official number 11671. [ 11 

Mitchell, in The  Commerce of the North Pacific Coast, states that the vessel and 
cargo, with a combined value of $4,000, were lost when the schooner wrecked at 
Tomales on December 11, 1868. The  Alta California of December 15, 186X, stated 
she had been bound from Tomales to San 'Francisco when she went ashore on 
December 12, about one mile north of Tomales Bar. The cargo of 2,000 sacks of 
potatoes and 500 sacks of wheat was indeed a loss, but i t  was thought the vessel 
might be saved. The captain, who was not named, and the crew were all taken off 
safely, 

It is unknown if there are material remains of the wreck OII the site. The incident 
has a certain historical significance in  that it is associated with the early coastal 
trade along the California coast, and that the cargo reflected the early agricultural 
nature of the Tomales and Bolinas area as a produce supplier to San Francisco. 
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Some time early in the twentieth century, Isaac Reed was cut down to a barge, 

With only the lower sections of her three masts and a stump of a bowsprit 

remaining, she continued to travel the seas, under tow, until she foundered inside or 

off Bodega Bay on August 20, 1924. The location of the wreck is not known. It 

may be presumed from the nonviolent nature of the wreck event that the hulk of 

Isaac Reed was relatively intact when it sank. Whether subsequent natural or 

human activity had disturbed the remains of the vessel is not known. 


NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Record of American and ForeiRn ShippinK (1878). 

2 
Basil Lubbock, The Down Easters: American Deep-Water Sailina Ships (Giasgow: Brown, Son & 
Ferguson, 1929) p. 99, 129. 

Joseph 

Schooner JaseDh, official number 75800, 65.58 tons, of the home-port San 
Francisco, is listed in the 1879 Merchant Vessels of the United States. Marshall 
states that a schooner named Joseph went ashore and was a total loss at Bodega 
Head on May 21, 1880. [ l ]  No other mention of the vessel or wreck event has been 
uncovered during the course of research. However, a chart annotated about 1893 by 
a noted authority on Pacific Coast navigation, George Davidson, marks the site of 
Joseph's wreck a t  the very southern tip of the Head. 

NOTE 

1 
Op. cit.,  Marshall, p.121. 

Lammermoor 

Lammermoor was built in 1874, at Port Glasgow, Scotland, by the f i rm of J. Reid 
& Co. She was a three-masted full rigged ship, whose sleek lines and very tall rig 
caused her to be referred to often as an "iron clipper." She carried skysails on all 
three masts--a rig that was perhaps over-extreme, for  i t  was not repeated on her 
sisters. Lammermoor was registered at Liverpool as 1,626 net and 1,710 gross tons, 
with a double-decked hull of iron that measured 260.2 feet long, with a beam of 
40.7 feet and depth of hold of 23.5 feet. [ I ]  

Her owners were J. Williamson and W. C. A. Milligan of the WaverIy Line, two of 
the best-known owners of iron clippers in Liverpool. All their vessels were named 
after characters in Sir Walter Scott's stories, and they all carried lavish decorations 
of scenes and portraits from the Waverly novels. Lammermoor,  and two of her 
sisters, Ivanlioe and Cedric The Saxon, were widely considered to be "three of the 
most beautiful iron clippers that ever left the ways." [2] 

Lammermoor was conimanded first by G. Duncan, and after 1880 by J. D. Guthrie, 
who commanded her at the time of her loss. Davidson's annotated wreck chart 
shows the location of Lammermoor as approximately one-half mile southeast of 
Bodega Head. The wreck was sold at public auction to J .  P. H. Whitelaw for  $750 
and the cargo for  $80. It was felt that  he would be able to save the sails, rigging, 
anchors and chains, and other articles. 
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~-R Iii  ss  h all 

I_-Mar-sIinII ~ : I Sa brig, bound f r o m  MaIaj;a, Spain, with a c;irgo of wine and frui t  
v a l t i e c l  a t  $49,000, tha t  strnnclcd o n  August 4, 1850, "somewhei"e in  t h e  
neighborhood of I k ~ i e g a . "  'l'he captairl and the crew wcsc snvccl but thc vcssel was 
prcsuriicci n total loss. [ I ]  Ikcausc of the date of her loss wiis befor-c tugs come to 
Snn f:raiiCiS00 and ~ o u l diiouble :is salvage vesscls, it is ii iieiir certainty that 
M n r ~ h a l l~ C C : I I U C  ii total wrcck. No particulars of the vcssci arc to be found in  
1 .lovcl's, the only  mcrchanl vcsscI register- published a t  t l ie  time. 
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NOTE 

1 
John R. Mitchell, The Commerce of the  North Pacific Coast (Washington, D.C.: 1879) n .p  

Two Brothers 

Two Brothers was a schooner of 56.36 tons of San Francisco, whose official number 
was 24487. [ l ]  On April 17, 1883, while bound from San Francisco to Salt Point, 
California, with an unknown cargo, she capsized off Bodega Head. The crew of 
four was lost, and the vessel a total loss, It is unknown where the schooner went 
ashore, if i t  did. [Z] 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Merchant Vessels of the United States (1883). 

n
L 

op. cit., United States Life-Saving Service (1883) p. 373. 

Volunteer 

Volunteer was built in 1887, by T. McDonald at Hoaquiarn, Washington. She was a 
three-masted fore-and-aft rigged schooner, of a type sometimes referred to as 
"tern-rigged." Volunteer displaced 529 tons on a hull that measured 128.4 feet long, 
with a 38.9-foot beam and 12-foot depth of hold. She was constructed of oak, 
yellow pine, and cedar, with iron and copper fastenings. 111 

On June 4,  1906, whiIe bound from San Francisco to Coos Bay, Oregon, she was 
wrecked off Bodega Head. Two children, the sons of Capt. Brissin, lost their lives 
in the disaster, as did a seaman named P. C. Nilson, [2] 

The exact nature of the wreck event and the disposition of the wreckage is 
unknown. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Record of American and Foreign Shipping (1906). 

2 
Coast Seaman's Journal, June  13, 1906. 
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VESSEL LOSSES, FARALLON ISLANDS AND NOONDAY 
ROCK 

Stephen A. Haller 

The Farallon Islands, 26 miles west of the Golden Gate, has been the site of 18 

wrecks, two of which were lost in the vicinity of the islands or in the shipping

channel. 


American Roy, 1890 

Annie Sisie, 1871 

Benevolence, 1950 

k e r n e n ,  1882 

Champlain, 1875 

Franconia 

Helen W. Alniu, 1897 

Henry Bergh, 1944 

Helen W. Almv, 1897 

Independence, 1868 

Labouchere, 1866 

Louis, 1907 

Lucas, 1858 

Melvina, 1868 

Morning Eight, 1868 

Noonday, 1863 

Puerto Rican, 1984 

Sierra, 1923 

YF #734 and YF #735, 1945 


American Boy 

American Boy was a U.S. schooner built in 1882, a t  Seabeck, Washington Territory, 
by Hiram Doncaster. Some confusion occurs because a schooner on the ways at  
Hans Bendixen’s Fairhaven, California, shipyard in 1876 was to have been 
christened Amerjcan Boy, but apparently was not. [ l ]  American Bov of 1882 was a 
two-masted schooner of 183 tons, built of yellow f i r  (probably Douglas Fir), and 
fastened with a combination of iron and copper. Apparently she was well 
maintained, for  she was surveyed in San Francisco in 1885. [Z ]  

She was first owned by William Smith, and later from 1888 on by  S. H. l-larmon, 
both of San Francisco. She was engaged in the lumber trade, with a home port of 
San Francisco. In 1886, her captain’s name was Nelson, a common name for  a 
sailor on that coast. [3] 

On the morning of November 4, 1890, while southbound from Gray’s Harbor, 
Washington, with a cargo of lumber, she went ashore on the North Farallones 
during a fog. The vessel and cargo were a total loss. The vessel was only partially 
insured; the crew took to the boat and were picked up by a tug. 141 The historical 
record gives no indication of the exact site of the wreck, nor is there any record of 
saIvage at  the site either shortly after the wreck event, or by sport  divers in later 
years. 
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4 
Op. c i t . ,  Martin, 1). ZOO. 

Ai111ic Sisic 

Annie Sisie w:is :in iiiiiericnn full-rigged ship built  i n  IS56 a t  I'ortsiilotlth, NCW 
Hampshire, by  G, Rnynes. She w a s  constructed of q u n t i t y  materinls: whitc oak with 
essential fastenings of copget and iron. I l e i  diinensions were IS2 feet tong, with a 
36.5-foot beall1 depth or hold oC 23.5 fcct. She displaced 1,030 tons on a 
full-shaped hull  with two decks mid a Ilalr-poop. She was surveyed in Ca1il'orni:i by 
B niariac SLII ' \ 'O~OI '  ;iccrediteil by 1,loyd's i n  Oc:tobc~-of 1865, arid re-mctmlled (most
liltely with coppci' sheathing) at  t h a t  time. i I ]  

A t i n k  Sisr'e w;\s owncd by S i x  6r Chase, with I iomcpor~:it I'artsniouth, In 1866, the 
captnin's iiailie was Shields. It s ~ e i i i sthe ship carried gciieral cargocs, for slic has 
bccii reported as carrying both raili~oadiron for thc Central l'acific K.R. : i i ~ lcoal at 
the tiinc O C  her wreck. 

.--I lie West C.:o:ist Signal reported tha t  her  c;iptairi's i i a m  wiis Tticket, t h a t  lie sccriicd 
to have " l 0 S l  his way recl<onilly, complclely," anti that: riiystcry ovcrlrilngs t l l C  
ciisaster." 13y Septcmbcr 27, the wreck h a d  been sold to tlie Pacific Wrcc lhg  
Coaipnny for  $500. [,Z] I'rcsurnably tl1c owllurs of the WlY!Ck :1ttemptcd to m:\kc 
good oii ihC\ii invcstnient, b u t  no furthcr rcfcrciices to historic 01' i.cccnt s:il\/nge 
activities l i t  the site 11ave becn uncovered. 
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displacement was 13,330 long tons, arid her dimensions were 520 feet long, '71-foot 
beam, and 21-foot-3-inch depth of hold. Vessels of her class were powered by
dual-cylinder steam turbine engines, and could make 18.5 knots. [3] 

Benevolence spent the waning weeks of World War I1 tending to those sick and 
wounded in operations against the home islands of Japan, and entered Japanese 
waters shortly after the cease-fire in  order to begin processing of liberated Allied 
prisoners of war. She was on station near Bikini Atoll during the 1946 atomic 
bomb tests, and went to China in 1946-47 for  her last cruise before inactivation. 

Benevolence was removed from the reserve fleet in  1950 and refitted at Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard for service in the Korean War. On August 25, 1950, she completed 
a series of routine test runs outside the Golden Gate. Proceeding in a generally
easterly direction in the main ship channel at a speed of 16 to 18 knots, she entered 
a fog bank, but continued as before since her radar screen clearly showed five 
ships, but none near enough to be a hazard. Suddenly, the freighter Mary
Luckenbach appeared out of the fog, and in spite of evasive action by the hospital
ship, cut into her port side. Water poured into the 20-foot by 30-foot hole, the 
ship listed to port, and began to settle by the bow. Her captain immediately
requested assistance by radio, but assumed that the vessel would remain afloat, and 
gave no order to abandon ship. However, Benevolence sank within 40 minutes. [4] 

Two crews had been aboard: one of Navy personnel, the other made up of civilians 
being trained to take over--526 persons in  all. Many struggled in  the cold water 
for hours, as a fleet eventually totalling about 40 rescue vessels combed the foggy 
ocean for  survivors. In  ali, 18 people lost their lives in the area's worst maritime 
disaster since the wreck of Rio de Janiero in 1901. [ S ]  

An extensive investigation disclosed some curious particulars that contributed to the 
disaster: Luckenbach's radar was not in use at the time of the collision, in spite of 
the fog; reports of her speed at the time varied from 8 to 16 knots. Capt. Leonard 
C. Smith of Luckenbach testified that he ordered his vessel to drop anchor after the 
collision, and that he remained in that location for  an hour and a half, hearing no 
distress signaIs, without attempting to contact Benevolence by radio, and without 
lowering lifeboats. He had concluded "that the damage to the hospital ship was all 
above the water line and that she was proceeding into port." [ B ]  

The hull of Benevolence came to rest on its port side, in 74 feet of water, 
approximately one mile south of the main ship channel. It is located 4,250 yards
from Mile Rock, bearing 252 degrees true. The white hull  with its red crosses was 
clearIy visible at low water, and was deemed a hazard to navigation. Unable to 
raise the vessel, the wreck was dynamited in 1952 to clear the obstruction. More 
than 50 feet of water now covers the remains of Benevolence. [7] It is therefore 
unlikely that significant structural sections, or  objects retaining their original 
provenience, will presently be located at the site. 

NOTES 

1 
Dictionary of Atnerican Naval Fighting Ships, Vol. 1 ,  p. 115. 

2 
Corps of Engineers Specifications: SC-2, manuscript at the National Maritime Museum, San Francisco. 

3 
Ibid. 

4 
San Francisco Progress, January 21, 1977. 
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111eilleil h a s  an uiiusual and I'ascinaiirig story. lluilt in 1858 a t  C I Y X K ~ O ~ ~ C ,Sc~ll : lnd,  
by (:ail d & Coinpany,she had a n  iron h u j l  arid wciglied 2,68'/ net ton?, tind her 
dimeosions were 326 feet  long, beam of 40 feet 2 inches, and cleptli OF hold of 33 
feet 4 inckes. She was origirially fitted with a steam engine of iiow-uiikIiowi1 
chwactci istics (unknown bccausc she does no i  appear- io Llovd's tit tli:lt time). 
Plyiiig llic 1 outc bctwccn 13icmen and New York, she was found to burn too much 
coal, a n d  the eiiginc was reinovcd about 1670. l<c-riggcd ;is n ship, she sailed under 
tlic "rcd cnsign" out  of LiveIpool foi the firm of 1:. Hates Ak Sons. 111 

1he iwo  rccorded voyages of- I $ i  emcn W C I ~borh from Liveipool to Sari Francisco 
with f u l l  cargoes of coal. 11 is likcly t h a t  C;ilifornia grain wiis the ie turn 
car go--that was a common p:irtcr~i--~adboth kilowii voyages W C Ie iiitcndcd to 
a i  i ivc  in  California about 1i:irvcst tinse. 11)  ~ 1 1 7 ~ 1 1becartic rrotoi ious in San Francisco 
when ia IS75 she airived in port aftcr a licllish voyage witli a crcw more dead ilmn 
alivc. 

Six days out ,  Charles Purvey,  one of the black scamen, reported sick. Ire was sick 
indced, for  an cxaininatiou showed t ha t  his "lungs were conlpletely goiie," and in 
spite of trcatmeiit with cough pills, lie died. Despite treatment of lime juice,
sickness increased aiuong the crew until ,  in superstitious p,anic, one watch l'in opea 
rcvolr" rcfusccl to do their duties, the ringleadcr threatening to "cut the rriate's lip
off." It took the force of tlic armed captain to restore disciplinc. 'I'wo men were 
pu t  in irons f o r  a week on rarioiis of bread and water. 

1-leading south to round Cape IIoILI, The black sciiriicIi becalm 1rioi-c and more 
demoralized :is the passage grew colder. T'anicking, they rcfuscd ti-ea~iiicritof lime 
juice and lu rn ips .  Sympronis of scurvy appcared, in spite of fresh messes twice a 
wcclc that includcd sago, rice, arrowroot, oatmenl, a n d  f r d i  riicat. I n  :ill, 12 blacks 
and  one white died 011 the gruesornc 121-d:iy passage to Sail l :ra~i~isco.13rernen was 
chi-isicned a "floating coffin" by the locnl ~ I ~ C S S .121 


Scveii years later, ~ inde rCapt. L)ougal, 1 3 ! ~ 1 c nwas agproaclring San l:rmcisco in  a 
heavy fog,  118 days O U E  froin Livcrpool. At 1:OO a.m. on  Oclobcr 15, 1882, the 
capiain was :+boui to give the  orcfer to heave to and waii for  better visibility, whc11 
thc cry of "breakers" : t i id  "l:~nd" was heard.  I'hc ship wciit head-on lo the northwest 
sidc of So~illiFar;illon Isl:ind, the af ter  part  going undcrwntcr and  thc vessel 
"sri.iking heavily" in a S C V C ~ ~swcll. All hands were savcd. 



The bark Bremen, lost in heavy f o g  OIZ South Farallon Xslaiid 0 1 1  Oclober 16, 1882. 
Courtesy of Safi Francisco M&ii ime N H P .  

Brernen went ashore within a short distance of where the American ship Franconia 
had been lost, and in very similar circumstances. As in  the previous wreck, reports
indicated that at no time was the whistle of the Farallon Island Light Station to be 
heard. [3] 

NOTES 

1 

Op. cit., Lloyd's ReKister (1882). 

2 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, August 18, 1875. 

0J 


San Francisco Daily Alta California, October 17, 1882. 

Champlain 

Champlain was built in 1874, at East Boston, Massachusetts, by the firm of Malcom 
& Brooks, who had a reputation of building good ships. Owner John M. Brooks 
had previously been foreman for six years at  Donald McKay's legendary shipyard. 
Champlain was built for W. R. Kinsman & Co. of Boston. She was a wooden vessel 
of the type known as "down-casters," her displacement was 1,473 net tons, and her 
dimensions were length of 216 feet, beam of 40 feet, and  depth of hold 24 feet. 

Champlain's career was short-lived. Her maiden voyage was to Bombay and Madras. 
The passage to Bombay was fast enough to set a record, from Madras she proceeded 
to New York and took aboard a general cargo for San Francisco. She cleared port 
on February 15, 1875, in company with five other fast ships, and would have beat 
them all into the Golden Gate by as much as 40 days, but �or the fates tha t  drove 
her ashore on the Farallons. [ l ]  
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One hunclrctl iwcnty-one days out, < ' l i : i m ~ ~ ! a ~entered ;I dense fog bank. She sailed 
on for two mole days w h e n  "the lookout uttercd the fearful  c ry  of 'brealtcrs ahcad'." 
After she s i ruck ,  orders were givCn to take to llic boats, while the vcsscl slid off 
the locks and began to rapidly settle. Ccigt. I<cubcn Mcrril a n d  I6  others in ii 
longboat had thc rilisf'ortune to pit11 u p  under^ the bow of tlic ship just  as a swell 
l i f tcd  the boat. Simultaneously, tlic ship's bow c ~ i i i edown, mid t h e  niar-iitigalc stay
smnshcd the boat,  killing the ca1)tain and inortally wotinding ii semian .  2'hc 
survivors W C ~ Cpicked LIJI by thc schooner  Mcndocino. 

Tllc ship's f u l l y  insured  cargo w;is listed in g r c : ~ ~detail, arid ni:iI<es a f;iscinating
i t c i l ~ i ~ i l t i ~ i iof the seaborizc trade of ihc timcs: ash, boxes, bottles $L jars, bolts, 
boats t!k shoes, bitters,  coylierns, chairs,  cork fcndcr-s, coal, candles, C O C O R  mats, 
CIXC iblcs, ea ~-tlicnware,emery, galvanized iron pipe, gss f ix tures ,  glassware, iroii 
pipe, iron, i nk ,  tobacco, tnarblc, nails, oil cloih, oaI< pI:rnk, paper Iiarigings, pipe 
staves, pitch, pagcr, peppers, pumps, rosin,  stoves, starch, spikes, tin, tar ,  trunks, 
tiles, whiskcy, atid wine. [ 2 ]  



Rush times when he was the master of the ship Rome, Franconin was inbound to 
the Golden Gate  in a thick f o g .  By dead reckoning she should have been off Point 
Reyes, when, without warning, the vessel struck Middle Rock, and land was spied 
all around. Within 15 minutes she found herself "hard and fast on a sandy beach in 
a bight on the northwest side of the island." The captain, his wife, the entire crew 
of 21, and all their effects were safely Ianded and kindly cared for by the 
Government employees of the island of South Farallon, the scene of the wreck. 

The cause of the wreck was ascribed to the fog whistle, which was not heard either 
before or  after the accident. The nature of Franconia's cargo was unspecified, but 
it was noted that it was valuable, worth $250,000, and consigned to John Rosenfeld. 
The reports received in San Francisco indicated that  "nothing can be done to save 
the ship and she has started to break up...and portions of her cargo were going
ashore..." The next day the newspapers reported that a good deal of salvage, 
probably including the ship's sails, rigging, and spars would be secured, and that 
"the purchaser can, without doubt, if he works to advantage, make a good and quick 
turn on his investment." It is not known for certain, however, just how thoroughly 
this hulk was scavenged, either at the time, or later by sport divers. 141 

NOTES 

1 
Qp. cit., Fairburn, Vol. IV, p. 2493. 

Op. cit., American Lloyd's (1876). 

3 
Op. cit., Fairburn, Vol. 111, p. 1693 

4 
San Francisco Daily Alta California, June 27 and 28, 1881. 

Helen W. Almv 

Helen W. Almy was built in Fair Haven, Connecticut, in 1859. She w a s  constructed 
of oak, fastened with iron and copper, measured 117 feet in length, 29 feet in 
beam, had a 12-foot-9-inch depth of hold, and dispIaced 299 tons. [ l ]  Her rig is 
variously described as a bark or  a barkentine. After corning to Sari Francisco, she 
participated in the trades up the coast with the California and Oregon Packet Line, 
[2]and to the South Sea islands, under owners unknown. She was last surveyed in 
San Francisco in 1890. 

Under  Capt. William J. Hogan, a former "down-easter" from Maine, she was fitted 
out in San Francisco to take gold-seekers to the Alaska gold rush in 1897. The 
owner, K, C. Eldridge of San Francisco, insisted that she leave port against the 
better judgement of the captain, who feared a corning storm. More than 200 
passengers and crew lost their lives the night they sailed. The vessel was found 
floating capsized and abandoned the following day. The exact circumstances of the 
disaster will forever remain unknown. 

More than 20 years Iater, in a curious aftermath, fishing trawler snagged its 
nets on a wreck in 47 fathoms of water "at a point nearly midway between Point 
Reyes and the North Farralon island." That wreck was believed to be the Helen W. 
Almy, although the article does not stare how the identification was made. 131 

165 




166 




In the aftermath of the wreck, an investigation was held by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
Its findings were that Capt. Chambers had failed to properly plot his vessel's course; 
proceeded at  an unsafe speed through the thick fog; failed to use nsvigational aids 
available, including taking soundings; and permitted his passengers to be so noisy, as 
they ceIebrated their imminent return home, as to interfere with the hearing of his 
lookouts. He was demoted to  the rank of First Mate. [6] 

Photographic evidence indicates that Henry Bergh rapidly broke into three sections. 
The hulI forward of the bridge is shown hard ashore O R  South Farallon the day 
after the wreck, while the stern and the bridge sections lay partially submerged--the 
bridge just offshore, and the stern hung u p  on a reef about 200 yards away. [7] 
The position of the wreck has been given as 37 degrees 45 minutes north latitude, 
123 degrees 0 minutes west longitude. Salvage efforts at this site have not been 
found in the historical record, so presumably the remains are present at the site. 

NOTES 

1 

L. A. Sawyer and W. B. Mitchell, The Liberty Ships (London and New York: Lloyd's of London Press, 
1985) pp. 124,  191. 

2 
Ships and the Sea Quarterly, Summer 1957, p. 49 

San Francisco Chronicle, May 31, 1944. 

4 
Op. cit., Ships and the Sea Quarterly, p. 51. 

5 
San Francisco Chronicle, June 1, 1944. 

6 
Ibid., June 10,1944. 

7 
Op. cit., Ships and the Sea Quarterly, p. 24.  

IndeBende n ce 

IndeDendence is listed in the California State Library h d e x  as having an  entry in  
the Daily Alta California of March 13, 1868, but upon inspection of tha t  issue, no 
mention of the vessel was found. She does not appear in any  vessel registers around 
1868, and no further information about the vessel or the supposed wreck event was 
found during the course of research. 

Labouchere 

Labouchere was built in 1858. Sources give the place of her construction as either 
London [ I ]  or  "the Clyde." [Z] Labouchere was built of "oak and teak ...a staunchly 
constructed vessel," and measured 190 feet in  length, 26 feet inch in beam with a 
depth of hold of 14 feet 9 inches, and displaced 507 tons. [3] Labouchere's 160 
horsepower steam engine was thought to be ''very superior, being built for  the Great 
Exhibition in London in 1851, at which they took the highest prize." Prize-winning 
engines notwithstanding, Labouchere was considered to be "of small size and a slow 
traveI1er.I' [41 
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I,ahouclicrc entci~edscrvicc with the I lutlson's 1J;iy Cnmpany under  Cap(. 6. Ti-ivcti. 
Imdorr was Iier home port. 13cfore bile cnd of the decade, however, she had COIHC 
out  to California, presumably lur~.Aby the expansioa of ~o~ i i r i i e r ce011 the Pacific 
Coast in llic w;lIte of the Gold Rush ,  I n  late 1865 or early 1666, she corninericcd 
runn ing  bctwccn Victoria, HI  itish Columbia, and Snn Francisco. 1 Icr second voyage 
011 that  run endcd in  disaster-. 
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performed so well, however, that the engines were never put  in. Louis displaced
831 net tons, and measured 193 feet 8 inches with a 36-foot beam and 18-foot 
depth of hold, and had two ful l  decks. She was constructed of cedar, with iron and 
copper fastenings. [l] It is said that two of her masts were stepped off-center to 
give her a greater spread of sail while running before the wind. [23 

The Simpson Lumber Company of San Francisco was her owner throughout her 
career, which was largely spent hauling lumber from the Northwest to the 
population centers of the Pacific Basin. In November 1902 she left South Bend, 
Washington, bound for  East London, South Africa, which she reached seven months 
and a day later. From there, she continued east to Newcastle, Australia, and 
Lahaina, Hawaii, finally arriving at South Bend in October 1903. Her coastal 
passages took her as fa r  north as the Aleutian Xslands and as far south as Redondo, 
California. Twice she had brushes with disaster. She struck heavily on the bar 
while being towed out of Willapa, Washington, harbor in 1904, causing her to leak 
10 inches per hour throughout her voyage. In 1906, w h i k  being towed into San 
Francisco, she collided with the British ship Clan Galbraith and had her jiggermast 
carried away, the cabin stove in, and bulwarks, rail, and starboard side badly 
damaged. Although exact dates are not known, her captains a t  various times were 
Haskins, Meyer, A. J. Hatch, and (lastly) Dyer. 131 

Her final voyage was from Gray's Harbor, Washington, when bound for  S m  
Francisco with 900,000 board feet of railroad ties. She never arrived. The 
particulars of the disaster are recorded in the Annual Report  of the United States 
Life-Saving Service for  the Fiscal Year Ending. June 30, 1907: 

Stranded at 2:30 a.m. in  dense fog, about 30 miles WSW of sfatians. 
Moderately rough sea. Reported by Merchant's Exchange and by 
Weather Bureau. Both (lifesaving) crews (Fort Point and Point 
Bonita) were immediately mustered for  service, and upon arrival of 
the tug Sea Queen they were taken in tow for  the Farralon Islands, 
where the wreck had occurred. The schooner was found fast ashore, 
full of water, and in danger of going to pieces at any  moment. T h e  
master refused to leave her, so the lifesavers rigged up a breeches 
buoy between her and the island. By evening the sea had made up 
so that the master was persuaded to leave; 5 were taken ashore in the 
breeches buoy and 5 in the ship's boat. The surfboat crews were 
then towed back to port. The  schooner went to pieces that night. [4] 

Records of the Marine Exchange of San Francisco confirm that Louis went to 
pieces, and offer the further information that the location o f  the wreck was a t  
"Franconia Beach" on the "West end of Island." [ 5 ]  The ship Franconin was lost in 
1881 at "a sandy beach on the northwest side of the island," meaning, in context, 
South Farallon Island. [6] The occurrence of any salvage activity at the site is 
unknown. Considering the floatable nature of the cargo and the fact that she soon 
went to pieces in heavy weather, it is unlikely that such activity took place after the 
wreck event. The  impact of sport divers on the site is unknown. 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Lloyd's ReKister (1905-06). 

2 
Op. cit., Lyman, T h e  Marine Dimst ,  J u n e  14, 1941, p. 2.  

3 
Op. cit., Marine Exchange Index Cards. 
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1 
01,. cit., United Stntca Life-SnvitiR Service (1907) p. 166. 

5 
01'. ciL,l Sari Francisco Mariiie I+~xcht~ngcIndex Cnrrls.  

6 
I ln i ly  All;\ Califo?C:  June 27,  1881. 

l I 11c i> s 

-~I,ucas was built i n  1828 a t  Castinc, in  the l%nobscot Day region oi' Maine. Castinc 
was ii busy  sh ipb~ i i~d ingport froin 1810 to 185'1. Lucas was consirucled of white 
oak and lrackmatack, h n d  dimensions of 102. Feel long, 25 fcct ii i  beam, 12-foot 
depth ol' liolcl mid was rigged ;IS B full-rigged ship. [ I ]  

At the tiiiic of 1icI loss, 1,uc:is w;is owlied by her captain, a mim named Daggct, and  
I.,coiiiclns Jlaskcll, an  early Snn I~ranciscomcrcliant and  squattcr at Illack Point, now 
Fort  Mason. '!'lie ship had left  Victoria, Hritish Colurilbia, with 180 passengers 011 

bo11id  I rnost ci  isnppo in tcd goId -scc ItcI-s fro111 the 1-i i  sI1  t i t  t 11 e F i x  i c I' R iwr .  1: LIII 11in  g 
south for several days in  thc fog without aid of accurate siglltings, she struck a rock 
in the dead of night, and broached to as the occa11 swclls h i t  her, An attempt to 
l'ree her by 1tcd~;ingt he  ;rncIior- failed, and people coinriicnced to abandon ship by 
boat, by swiniming, and  b y  ropes 1)rought a "few liundrecl yards" to shore by 
swimincrs, 21s the "crew worltccl nobly to save the p;isseiigers." 

Within an lio~ii-of i~unriirigon the roclts, only the topsail yards of 1,ucas wci-e 
visible, and  daylight revcalcd that the sliip Iml I ~ i i iiipori "ScaI Rock" to the 
" w u l h  wai tl ;ind eastward of the inain l~aialloiiIsland, dislant about 300 yards." 'l-lic 
keepcis of the rcccntly estnblislicd ~'arialon Island Lightlio~isecared f'or the 
survivois  to thc bcst of theii* rtbitity uiitil  tlic 1J.S. Survey Stoamcr Act ive piclted 
them up. Uetwccn 15 and 30 people lost their  lives. The  Alta CMit'oiiiia repoiled, 
"21s i\c:)r as we can learn,  th i s  is thc first  vessel lost 011 tlicse islands." LZj 

'Thc next day, the Al ta  Califorrlxs reporter described the scene of the wreck: 

Salvage activity at this site is not Icnowa, and it- is prcsuiricd that 
sport diver a c t i v i t y  a t  the site has bccn limited, because of rlie 
prevalcnce of sliai-Its i n  tlic arc;^. 131 
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Farallones. The  crew were rescued by the schoner Horace, bound in  
from Tomales, and brought into port after being on the vessel's 
bottom 24 hours. 

In the 1850s and 1860s, before roads of any sort  connected west Marin County with 
San Francisco Bay, Bolinas gained prominence as a port where lumber and cord 
wood, cut  OR the northern slopes of Mt. Tamalpais, was lightered out  to small 
locally built sailing vessels for  the brief voyage into the Golden Gate. Although 
short, such a voyage was obviously not without risk. The story of the Malvina is an 
episode in this significant early trade. 

Moriiinp Light 

Morning Light was a schooner lost on the Farallon Islands in 1868. Although two 
schooners named Morning Light are listed in American Llovd's for 1868, both were 
East Coast vessels built in 1855 and 1856, and surveyed in New York as late as 
1862. It is possible, but unlikely, that one of those vessels came around Cape Horn 
to the West Coast. Probably Morninn L igh t  was a small schooner, locally built for  
the early lumber trade and was lost before her name appeared on any of the 
published vessel registers. The particulars of her loss, scarce as they are, and the 
size of her cargo seem to support this conjecture. 

Morning Light, under Capt. Stevens, was bound south from the Russian River with 
50,000 feet of lumber destined for the firm of H. B. Tichnor Pt Company when she 
sprung a leak and was abandoned near the Farallon Islands. The  weather was foul, 
and the newspapers reported that it was the "roughest storm in many years" as tile 
crew took to a boat. The boat was able to make South Farallon Island, where the 
crew was rescued by the lighthouse crew. The water-logged schooner was driven 
by southeast winds until she went ashore on North Farallon Island, where she was 
presumed to be a total wreck. [ l ]  

It may be assumed that a vessel adrift in such condjtions would have came ashore 
on the south or southeast side of the idand. In all likelihood i t  was quickly 
smashed to pieces. Perhaps some of the larger iron fittings remain near the shore, 
but no references have been found. 

NOTE 

San Francisco Daily Alta California, January 20, 1868. 

Noonday 

Noondav was a f ine medium clipper ship built in New England f o r  the California 
trade. Howe and Matthew's American Clipper Ships contains such a n  excellent 
narration on this vessel that i t  is worth including at length: 

Medium clipper ship, built in 1855, by Fernald & Pettigrew, at 
Portsmouth, N. H., for Henry Hastings of Boston. She had fuller 
lines and was somewhat larger than the Midnight,  a product of the 
same builders in 1854, for  the same owner. The Noondav was 200 
feet in length, with a beam of 38 f e e t 4  inches, depth of hold of 23 
feet-6 inches; 1,189 tons old measurement; deadweight carrying 
capacity, 1,500 short tons; capacity for  weight and measurement 
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which will be published an account of the survey, when the correct 
bearings, distance, soundings and all other particulars will be given 
that will be of service in preventing another Noondav disaster and 
the loss of any more $400,000 cargoes! 141 

NOTES 

1 
Op. cit., Howe and Matthews, Vol. 2,  pp. 441-443. 

2 
Marysville Daily Appeal, January 4, 1863 

3 
Unknown San Francisco newspaper, April 20 /??. 

4 
Marysville Dsily Appeal, February 1, 1863. 

Puerto Ricsri 

Puerto Rican was built in 1971 at Sparrows Point, Maryland. She was a 
chemical-product tank vessel of 34,684 deadweight, 20,295 gross, 15,922 net tons, 
measuring 632.3 feet long, 90.1 feet in beam, with a 45.8-foot depth of hold. She 
was powered by a steam engine delivering 13,600 horsepower using oil for  fuel. [1] 
Originally owned in trust by the Banker’s Trust Company of New York, she was 
operated at the time of loss by the Keystone Shipping Company of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Under  master James C .  Spitlane, Puerto Rican arrived in San Francisco Bay on 
October 25, 1984, and called at Richmond and Alnmeda. She loaded a cargo of 
91,984 barrels of lubrication oil and additives, took on 8,500 barrels of bunker fuel, 
and departed for sea shortly after midnight on October 31, bound for  New Orleans. 
At 3:24 a.m., as she was disembarking the pilot outside the San Francisco Bay
Entrance Channel, an explosion occurred near the No. 6 center-independent tank, 
which bIew flames several hundred feet into the air, knocked the pilot and two 
crew members into the water, and folded back an  immense section of the deck 
measuring nearly 100 feet square. The pilot boat San Francisco rescued pilot James 
S. Nolan and third mate Philip R. Lempiere, but able seaman John Peng was lost. 

Response by the Coast Guard was immediate, and the burning tanker was towed to 
sea in order to minimize the chance of a disastrous oil spill o n  the sensitive areas of 
San Francisco Bay, the adjacent ocean shoreline, and the Gulf of the Farallones 
National Marine Sanctuary. By the following afternoon, the fires had been 
extinguished, but on November 3, Puerto Rican, her hull weakened b y  explosion 
and fire, broke in two sections, releasing 30,000 barrels of oil into the water. The 
stern section, containing 8,500 barrels of fue l  oil, sank at  37 degrees, 30.6 minutes 
north latitude and 123 degrees, 00.7 minutes west longitude, one mile inside the 
boundaries of the sanctuary. The  remains a t  a depth of 1,476 feet have been 
thoroughly surveyed by side-scan sonar. Oil still  leaks slowly f rom the vessel. 

From November 6 through 15, an intensive cleanup program worked to minimize 
the effects of Puerto Rican’s cargo on the environment of the area. More than 
1,000 sea birds died from the oil, but the disaster could have been greater if not �or 
the cooperative efforts of various government agencies, corporate bodies, volunteer 
groups, and private individuals. 
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MANAGEMENT ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

James P. Delgndo 

Beach Activity 

The remains of five shipwrecked vessels are known to be exposed periodicaily by
seasonal winter beach erosion in  the project area. Neptune, King Phi lb ,  and 
Reporter’s remains are sometimes exposed on Ocean Beach in San Francisco, and the 
remains of SS Porno are occasionally visible on Limantour Spit in Drakes Bay. 
Artifacts f rom the wreck of SS Tennessee are sometimes found on the beach a t  
Tennessee Cove. Scavenging and collection of artifacts f rom the Ocean beach 
wrecks are not known to have occurred, although an  unknown person did saw the 
end from an exposed frame in  the bow of King Philip in 1983; this is the only 
recorded act of vandalism at the site. 

A more serious probleni exists with the remains of SS Porno. The exposed reinnant 
of a portion of the vessel’s hull which lies at the base of the cliffs immediately 
south of Drakes Beach has been burned--apparently as a beach campfire--on more 
than one occasion. The  fires have caused the destruction of the knees, some of the 
ceiling planking, and charred frames. Other hull remains that lie on the beach at 
Limantour Spit have escaped burning, probably because they are only occasionally 
exposed by erosion. [ I  1 

The  remains of SS Tennessee have apparently been collected frorn the beach at 
Tennessee Cove for  years; unverified oral tradition insists that brass artifacts, 
including a builder’s name-plate, have been pulIed from the surf and sand in years 
past. Artifacts exposed on the beach have been noted and recovered by National 
Park Service staff whenever possible; i t  is likely that the discovery of artifacts by 
park visitors occurs more frequently and is unreported. In summer 1986 a park 
visitor recovered a fragmentary iron double-bar chainplate and deadeye, apparently 
from S S  Tennessee, from the rocks of Tennessee Cove. The artjfact was presented 
to park rangers and is now in the park collections at the National Maritime 
Museum. Other maritime artifacts that have either washed ashore or become 
exposed on the beaches in Golden Gate  National Recreation Area have been 
scavenged by park visitors; the sternson of an unidentified mid-nineteenth century 
vesse1 exposed on the beach at Rodeo Lagoon in 1981 was in the process of being 
stripped of its yellow metal fastenings by visitors when park maintenance workers 
recovered the piece, which is now in the park collections at the National Maritime 
Museum. [2] A t  Point Reyes National Seashore, park visitors occasionally recover 
exposed porcelain fragments from the 1595 wreck of Snn Agustin. Some of these 
pieces have been turned over to the park staff and are now in  Point Reyes’ museum 
collection; others may be in  private hands. Visitors have recovered additional 
maritime artifacts from Point Reyes shipwrecks in past years; in the early 1960s, the 
donation to the Marin County Historical Socieiy of a deadeye still attached to a 
strap-iron chainplate fragment of late nineteenth or  early twentieth century vintage 
inspired uninformed speculation that it was left behind by Francis Drake in 1579. 
r31 

Several hundred artifacts, including spikes, “a striker pin from a pistol, a sailmaker’s 
awl, rectangles of amber ,  china shards, glass fragments a n d  trade beads“ have been 
recovered from the shallows of Uuxbury Reef at Agate Eeacli over the past few 
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years by S ~ I IItat'acl resident George Epperson. Eppcrsoli believes t h n t  the artifacts 
lie has snlvagcci, and which are now in his possession, are cvidorice that  Eraricis 
i3riiIx Iaiiiied at  tlic site in 1579, when Dralte was known to have madc a California 
Iandl'alL. Others, notably forincr. California 1.1 istorical Society '1-rustee and Prcsicleiit 
.I<obei.t 11. Power, bcticvc t l i ~discovery O F  nrtil'ncts "suggests tli:it 1111 Elizabethan 
expedition [o~l ic rthati Draltc's] rcnclied the Uolinas area." Another  possibk 
cxplanntioii is that t he  inuteriills come f rom 21 niorc recent shipwreck on Duxbul-y
lieef,  pcrhnps Srlrnl~elS. f . , c . a  (1853) or t'oI:it-is (1912). [ 4 j  

SpoI*t -1)i \Ji 11 g Act i v i  i y 

'l'lie extreme cnviroi~riientalcoiiditions of the G u l f  of the I ~ ~ a r a l I ~ n e s ,the North 
I'acit'ic Coast, and Son ITrancisco )lay,  as well as the :ii~ca'srcputntion RS a bi-ceding 
and foraging a i m  for  the white s h a r k ,  gcnerrtlly Iimit sport: diving activity in $he 
project a rea .  Nonetheless, some sport diving has laken place thnt 1ix Included the 
cmllcction of' artifacts fro111shipwrecks. Sport divers have aIlegcdly collected 
artifacts f 'ro~nthe wrcclts of ~ ! m b u i - t o i imid Janies R o t p h  at Point S i m  Pedro. The 
h c i f i c a  Sen Lions diving club sa1va~;cd :in anchor- f'i~onitlic wreck of James l<m 
t lx i l  wtis ilor~ntedto the City of l'acii'icn in 1962 and now staiids in f ront  of City 
1 la11 i n  I'acif'ica. [ S ]  T w o  wrcck diving 1)rotliers visited a nuinber of shipwrecks in 
t h e  I-,toj c c  t ii  1-ca, t ipparc ntl y Iocat i ng and sa I v agi ng brass ~ coppci', Bnd ot ticr a r t  it'ac ts 
f rom S:imucl S .  Lcwis 011 13uxbui-y [:eef. 'l'hey also dovc the wreck of City or' New 

ofT Point J h n i t a  n n r i  recovcrwi artif'acts, two of which ,  a slieavc aild a 
deude ye, werc donated to t h c SaII F1.a nc i sco M ii r it i inc Museu ill. 

'l'lle goal of chc two nien w a s  the propel let^ f rom Ohioan's No, 4 Iiold: "Look 
clown...a t  I..iind's End a n d  you ciiii still see thc Ohioan's boilers sticking out of the 
water." According to the stol'y, McDei'rnott held title t o  the ship,  a relative of his 
h a v i ~ i gpurchuscd tlie wtcck wi th  the tmpc of raisinp, the propcllcr. "But  noihini: 
carilc of it .  'I.liat's the ambitious project or the two f i x  tlepartrnciit sciiba divers 37 
yeai's Intel-" 161 '['lie propeller was not salvaged, but the story attracted other divers 
t o  the wrcck, and, wlicncvcr coriditions havc been sai'c, locul divers have visited the 
wl~ccl;. 

176 




were unloaded and taken into custody by the National Park Service. [71 The  
recovered artifacts included copper steam pipe with brass flanges, bronze shaft 
bearings, and brass valves. 

Subsequent to the seizure of the Ohioan artifacts, the California State Lands 
Commission authorized the National Park Service to "hold such items pending a 
more formal arrangement between the Commission and your agency and the 
Commission's issuance of a salvage permit to the salvor pursuant to its regulations." 
[S] In May 1982 the State Lands Commission issued a permit to the salvor 
retroactively authorizing the salvor to remove the recovered artifacts. Under the 
provisjons of the permit, 25 percent of the artifacts was retained by the State. The 
State Lands Commission authorized the National Park Service, through the Service's 
National Maritime Museum, to select "historically significant" artifacts for the 
museum's collections. Those artifacts which the museum selected would then 
constitute the State's percentage. Eight artifacts were placed in the museum's 
collection. 

The salvage of artifacts f rom the historically significant remains of SS Ohioan, and 
the State's subsequent decision to sanction the salvage of a submerged cultural 
resource on tidelands and submerged lands (within the park's boundaries but as yet 
not transferred to the National Park Service) spurred park officials to seek review 
of State actions and, ultimately, review of the management of the park's shipwreck 
resources. A public agency general permit from the State Land Commission for the 
purpose of managing the submerged tidelands within Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area was drafted and signed in 1987. 

S S  Citv of Rio de Jatieiro 

The first attempt to locate and salvage the wreck of SS Citv of Kio de JaneirQ 
began soon after the ship sank. In  1901 the "Rio Wrecking Company" was formed 
and later incorporated to locate and salvage the wreck. According to the company's 
prospectus, on March 14, 1901, "Capt. John Ross, assisted by Capt. J. J. Sullivan, in 
company with sub-marine divers Thomas Olsen and John McLaughlin, began the 
search in the harbor of San Francisco for  the location of the lost steamer." [ 9 ]  The 
goal was the cargo, which the company listed as $1,200,000 of "silk, opium, 
cocoanut oil, tin, silver in bars ....*I The prospectus also noted "rumors of treasure". 

Of the various rumors regarding the treasure, it is fair to assume the steamer carried 
for  her own special use $20,000 in gold. Reliable information states the Collector 
of Customs at  Honolulu shipped $35,000 in gold coin. Newhall & Co. insured 
treasure to the amount of $35,000. It was rumored from a reliable source on the 
day of the sinking of Riq that treasure amounting to $250,000, consigned to the 
banks of this city, was lost. [ lo ]  

"We feel perfectly safe," the prospectus said, "in stating...that we think we have 
located the wreck of the steamship Rio in 21 to 23 fathoms of water, where the sea 
is rough and choppy, the currents strong, and where diving will be difficult." [ l  11 

The  Rio Wrecking Company failed to back up  its claim. Since then, numerous 
searches and occasional "discoveries" of the wreck have been announced. In 1913, 
diver Herman Stelzner, "inventor of a new diving device, went down 128 feet ...in 
the vicinity of Mile Rock, and saw the shadow of a hull which he believes to be 
the remains of the...Rio de Janeiro....The Rio's cargo included a large shipment of 
raw silk, the value of which is doubtful, after 12 years submersion. There was also 
a shipment of tin, which might be worth recovering ....The only money known to be 
on board is locked up  in the purser's safe." [I21 
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In May 1924 the government dredge Culebra, deepening the San Francisco channeI 
five miles west of the Golden Gate, struck an  obstruction thought to be "an old 
hull...the wreck of the Pacific Mail Steamship Rio de Janeiro, which sank...with a 
loss of 131 lives and $1,500,000 in treasure ...." [13] The wreck was again "iocated" 
in I937 by Santa Barbara diver Bill Wood, who claimed he found the ship lying 
upside down in the shallows between Mile Rock and Land's End with holes in her 
hull "big enough to pass a raiI car through." Wood supposedly pulled a brass plaque 
f rom a lifeboat that read "Rio de Janeiro--Capacity 20 Persons." Wood stated he 
made no attempt to salvage the wreck because "she contained nothing of value...." 
But newspaper reports of Wood's discovery stated, "There have been persistent 
reports over the years...that the vessel carried $5,000,000 in gold into the murky
depths of the Golden Gate." [14] The same year former Postal Inspector 'IVilliam 
Madeira cIairned to have deposited $75,000 in gold coin on board the vessel. While 
doing so, he said, he noted stacks of Chinese silver bars worth nearly $2,000,000 
lying in the steamer's vault. Madeira's claim spurred other efforts to locate the 
wreck of City of Rio de Janeiro. 

In May 1946 a highly publicized hunt for the wreck one and a half miles southwest 
of Mile Rock led to a mound of sand that covered a wooden hulk in the vicinity of 
Seal Rocks. The  divers attempted to excavate the sand mound but finally 
abandoned their efforts to locate the wreck and her treasure of "five million dollars 
in gold bullion." (151 In 1955, a group led by William A .  Pomeroy claimed to have 
found the City of Rio de  Janeiro inside the Golden Gate, lying on her side in 100 
feet of water off Angel Island. Pomeroy's divers were reportedly making daily 
dives on the wreck, searching for  precious cargo. "She carried with her to her 
grave at least $2,000,000 in gold bars and bullion, silver, and gems." [16] Nothing 
came of Pomeroy's quest. 

In  the 1950s, Oakland diver A1 Mikalow began to claim tha t  he had found the 
wreck off Angel Island. Mikalow to this day [1987] periodically announces his 
intent to salvage the wreck. In May 1985, he again stated his plans to excavate the 
bay bottom to reach the ship, noting "I've been chasing the Rio since 1950...I know 
what's in there. It's taken this long to build the proper equipment and raise enough 
money ....I I will have to go] through about 60 feet of water and 60 feet of sand ....I' 
1171 

In October 1985, the California State Lands Commission received a permit 
application from Seagamb, Inc., a group of individuals not associated with Mikalow. 
Seagamb claims to have located the substantially intact wreck of Citv of Rio de  
Janeiro. in the Golden Gate  channel in the vicinity a f  Point Diablo, and have 
provided side-scan sonar images to support their claim, along with tracking data 
drawn from historical accounts and tide and current charts. [18] The State Lands 
Commission deemed the application complete on November 27, 1985, but as yet has 
not granted a permit for  the salvage of the wreck. 

San Aeustin 

The most recent salvage attempt of a historic shipwreck withill the study area 
concerns the remains of the earliest known wreck, San Amstin.  Lost in 1595 
during Sebastian Cerrneno's exploratory expedition, San Agustin has been the center 
of numerous unauthorized secret searches by private individuals. The 1982 National 
Park Service/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration submerged 
culturaf-resource survey of portions of Gulf of the Farallones National Marine 
Sanctuary and Point Reyes National Seashore rn?y have located the remains of the 
vessel, but test excavation of a number of promising anomalies is required. 
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To f'inniicc excav:rtiori, M a r x  has contactcci potential investors under the aegis o f  

I' I i  oe II i c i 1111 So11t 11 Sc:is ' I'i.c:is LI i x x ,  L t d . ' f t ie i11ves to 1's woLI Id b I! c o1'11pe 11satcd w it11 


''11011 - II II i quc il 11p 1icn t el' H I - t i facts. M a r x w :IS p i'ov id cd with copics of fed era I 

Icgislation and ~-cgulatiorisgoverning cxtcl-nnl si~cheologicalwork in  National Park 

Service areas, notably t h e  Archeological Resources I'rotcction Act (ARFA). Marx, 

after rCviewing llic ARPA inaterials, filed a suit i n  United States District Court to 

arrest t h e  wrcck of Sari Ay:trslin under  the provisions of Admiralty law, :I corn~iion 

Iegnl dcv i ce  used by salvors sccking absolutc control of sliigwrccks. [ 191 
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8. Shasta 
9. Richfield 

10. Hartwood 

National Register nominations should be prepared as soon as possible for  Samuel S. 
Lewis and City of Rio de  Janeiro. Documentation of Porno should begin as saon as 
possible to architecturally document the scattered remains of the vessel on the 
beach, accurately plot the locations of the wreckage, assess geomorphological 
processes, and hypothesize a natural site-formation process for  the shipwreck. 

4. Test Excavation 

The anomalies recorded during the I982 submerged cultural-resource survey of 
Drakes Bay should be selectively test-excavated to determine the nature of the 
subsurface remains of shipwrecks and to attempt to identify and locate remains of 
the 1595 Spanish Manila Galleon San Aaustin. 

5 .  Collections Management 

The National Maritime Museum, San Francisco, is in critical need of a permanent 
full-time conservator and a conservation facility, i n  order to adequately treat and 
maintain artifacts from marine environments that are currently in the museum/park 
collections, and to provide a support base f o r  the recovery of endangered or 
test-excavated shipwreck materials from park or sanctuary waters. 

6 ,  Exhibits 

Additional exhibits on shipwrecks and submerged cuiturai resource management In 
the parks and sanctuary will enhance public understanding, appreciation and 
support. Specifically recommended are: 

a. A permanent exhibit on shipwrecks and maritime archeology at the National 
Maritime Museum, San Francisco. 

b. Reinstallation of the SS Tennessee exhibit at the Marin Headlands Visitor 
Center, Gofden Gate  National Recreation Area. 

7.  Increased Public Interpretation 

Other interpretive devices should work hand-in-hand with exhibits in museums and 
visitor centers to foster public interest and support of submerged cultural-resource 
significance and management. Specifically recommended are the following: 

a. 	Additional wayside exhibits for  shipwrecks at the following locations (or 
wrecks): Kin<Philip/ReDorter; Mussel Rock; Point Bonita; Slide Ranch 
(Elizabeth); Ten-MiIe Beach; Point Reyes Light; Limantour Spit. 

b.  	Continuation and expansion of existing ranger and VIP-led interpretive talks 
and walks. 

c. 	 Preparation of video documentaries with locai groups/media to document 
the historically unique or  significant shipwreck events and also document 
submerged cultural-resource-management projects, such as survey and 
identification of shipwreck resources. 
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