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- mmmmm mrems

Fort Union is generally recognizeﬁ as the outstandiﬁé historio

o United States military post in Hew Mexico. N For four decades, rrom

- 1881 to 1891 11? played an 1mportant par‘a 1:1 ‘bhe establishment of‘ per— |
manent United States z'u].e 1n the Seuthwest. . |

Established in 1.851 ta counterac‘b the depredations of frontiar

‘Indians and to protect the San’sa Ye Trail. Fort Union experieneeﬂ a

‘varj.ed exisﬁence.'._;:&‘ypical o:t’ most Umted Sta‘bes military posts in the

1 _-Weaﬁ at that time, i”s waa a.t first umiermanned. During the Givil War S

L :_‘“"its greatest distinction lay 1:3 its importance as a base of su:;ply and' L

eperations, in whieh 1t served to lceep much ‘ot the Southwest rrom be-

o -ing controlled by the com‘;'edarate f‘orcas, kaeping at the same time the |

' linea of ccmmnnication open between Hissouri and the Sou‘bhwest. After B
' .-the Givil War, it beoame the eenter oi’ arm;r aetivities upon the Kew _
R Mexj.can frontier. Abandoned 1n 1891, _because o:f‘ the absence of‘ Inliaﬁ
. disorders and the abandomnent of the Santa Fe Trail, 1t rever'bed to pri-. B
: vate ownership. 7 iy . | . | | S
. The :mtional significanee of Fcrt Unimi 13 without question. As
" “4he” base of the Unitad States Amy 1n ﬂm paz-t of the Southwes’c 11;

protected tha New Mexico frontier a,gainst the Indian anri the invader; "

'aa the guardian of the Santa Fe 'l‘rail during the ﬁmeriean period, i‘b




: .1nsured the development of trade anﬂ the movement westw&rd of the immigf

'7¥ﬂ_:gran$; ag an architectural monnment the remaiﬂs of whieh are evi&ent

B f'today, it tells an eloquent story of the material culture, life, anﬁ

~j"aet1v1ty of the rrcntier days of the Old West., R

o ,“ég Accurate Descrigtion of the. Site S

Fbrt Union is locate&, as an eld army raport atates, in 1atitude
350 54' 21“ ﬁcrﬁh; langituae, 3?0 54' 15* west; &ltitude 6, voo feet.
}“ﬁpon a airt ruad suma nine'miles northwest of Watreus, New Mexieo,
| _abcut twentybeight miles aorthaast of Las Vegas, it marks a spot upon { ?i“

__=;-the old Santa Fe Trail, avidences of which are still ample in that 10,-5_-.

_é/?7?"b

':-:scality. U. Se Bighway 85 is within four ‘ot five miles of the fort 4in f-- :?5§§;ﬁ:

' one pl&ce.

Within the heart of & great cattle ranch, Fort Union atill retains..J

L the evidences of its oaa—tima 1m§ortanee as a military eenter and as a =

stopping place upon the Santa Fe Trail.- Row after roW of adobe, bridk_"'

| ",ana stone walls mark the size end loceticn or the post 1tse1f, Afore

'-  est of chimnqys still standing, and pilea of fallen brieks, mﬂunds.

: and roofing tin strewn on all sides, emphasize the deterioration which f
'has taken place since the army's abandonment. . | |  .;“ :
| One of the earliest descriptione of Fort ﬂnion was tk£f éifehfbj ff{f7
-i Major E. S, Sibley, later a f&mous Confederate gener&l, ﬁa;-ﬁ§§ZW§a e

‘respensible for mnch of the construetion, described the c§ﬁ31§ﬁ§¢'g.a  -

'__/ SeerH. wcods, Fort Un;pn, Ms., 48.‘ Thiﬁ longitudefis meéguredf T
from Washington, E.G. . L e




. post asi’
‘ -ﬁine sets of officers' quarters sach set == with
‘one exception, which is composed of thres rooms’ and
“a kitchen <- 18 Peet long end 15 feet wide. These
 qusrters have earthen roofs. and five of them have,--
~in addition, board roofs. The other sets. of quar-
-ters will also be. covered. with board roofs, ay soon
as. lumber for the purpose can be. saved and it can-
gconreniently be done. - _ I : 3

*:;.Two barracks - 48 feet lang and 18 feet wide, with ER
a1two wings 50 feet long and 16 fset‘wide' board roofs.;-lgf

'1;Bb§21ta1 48 Teet long snd 18 feet wide, With a wing
'-48 feet 1ong and 16 feet wide' board roofs;- S

::Starehnuse - 100 feet long and 22 feet wide, with & -
“wing 45 feet 1ong and 16 feet wide; board roofs.

"Commanding Offieers‘ Office and 8 Gourt Martial
-jRoom - 48 raet wide, earthen roof.;_ :

- 0ffices for Assistanﬁ Qpartermaster and_ Gommissqu
- of Sub81stenoe “ B8 feet long anﬂ 18 faet wide, o
Tgaarthen roof. e i

"ﬂ;Smake Hbuse - 100 faet long and ”2 feet wide' board
Lo ‘mﬁft o

g 'Guard House and Prison - 42 feet long and 18 feet ﬁ 
- Wide; earthen roof.: _ . _ o o o

4, Blacksm;th's and Wheelq;gyt's Shcp - 50 feet 10ng
jand 18 feet wide, board roof, .

'BakehuuSe - 51 feet long anﬂ l? feet wide, earthen ;”3T
.'mef» ) . ,

-‘f{-232“§92§2 - 20 fee* lmns and 70 feet Widez earthen
ool ecvered by board roor., -

;LJgg ters for Laundresses - 114 feet 1ong and 18 feet
”wide; six rooms; “earthen roef.”}-- - _ o

. .2/ 8. s, sibley, Ex. Doc. 32pd. Conmg., 2nd Sess., II, 75,




'ijn a&dition, yarda to five sets cf officars quartera
- have been enclosed,’ anﬁ two. gorrals have been made;
. pach 100 feet square. The lumber. used in the: const--~«
. ructiom of these. buildings, with the exception of - L
14,872 feet, has been sawed st the post, - - Forts De- o -
- fiancs, Fillmore, end Couved are similerly. constmc‘bed, R
-;lacking an icehouse, : : _ e e e T

Aa inspectien in 1854 by Colcnel Ioseph.ﬁ. F, Mansfield, resul«fﬁ'}' , o
' ted 1n.ths following descriytion.

: Fort Union is situated at the fooﬁ of the Mesa oppo«\*
.+ slte Gellinas Mountain on the west side of & villey -
;“strptching nearly porth and south, say 35 miles.----
~ About 7 miles to the southward is Barclay's Fort on
" the More Rivér, whence the old rosd to Santa Fe. cros-
. ges the- v&lley.‘ Apout 15 miles to the northward: the
" roed from’ the valley of the Norea -crosses the walley ™ . . ,
_epd 5 miles further is Ocate Creek, and B miles fii-. .s,_T"'
- 'ther still in a éanyon of the mountains is a farm at-
- _tached Yo this posat,. Mhis valley is well adapted 5109
‘ fgrazing gnd large quantities of hay ara anmmally’ cut
‘on %¥he Ocate for. the public amimals,’ “This post. is .
‘now directly-on the shortest roed to Santa Fe, a: chanee
having been. effected through the . exertions and reton~
- natzsence ot’Major Te EL,Carleton, B Dragoans, to
.. ‘open the road to the northward off Wagon Mound - and
"Gallinaa Mountain, ‘thereby seving. in-distance about -
1% miles and by ‘the exsrtions of Major Sibley. U 84
Quartermaster, to open “the road from the post to Las -
- Vegas direct, thereby seving seéveral miles in ﬂistanee__-;y=;‘;
-+ westward, Thus situsted, it 'is well lgeated for a. dow -
pot for the supply of ‘the northern posts, direct €0 .
Burgwin end Fort Masaachusetts through the v#llsy of ©
* Taos, end 10 Sshte Fs and Albuquerque either-vis Burg~' ..
win-or Las Vegas.. Tt is-well sdapted for- keeping heer R
© emttle and. supermummerary dragoon horses snd miles, .
;,etc.‘ The sunplies cf flour, corn; and hay and fuel.
Bre obtained from the neighboring valleys as conven-
Ciiently as at. ‘other’ posts in New Mexico and on reagon~ - .
_eble terms. The buildings of all kKinds are ez good as .-
© ek any post ‘and there seems to be enough. of them to
o7 satisfy the demand of the service, It is. important ,
) .]hpwever,'that a goodﬂwagcn Toad: bs ppened_to eYoss. the,f:

.8/ 7. K. 7. Mensrisld; Report, .




'f;ﬁsrﬁ EountainAdirectly to Eurgwin gbaut l uila& T
igouth of Don Fernandes ds Toos, and @ distence’ ot
" about 50 miles, ¥or thim object I would raoummenaﬁ
- an apprupriatian of two thousend dmllars. Foram: . o
. gketeh of this valley snd & pl&n e? the yaat seﬂ Gﬁ._';1 ;

'-an& B herewitn apysn&e&. SR e

_?he pa&t is. aatabliahaﬁ ‘on 4. reservaticm of eight
miles stjusre end like the farm s clsimoed by Citi- '.
. gengs It wee comuenced in LEBL by Brevmﬁ Lts ﬁol.*'
" Fe Be Almxander. of the Btk Infrntry snd contimed
- suecessively by Bvi.! ﬁa}mr Fe B Cerieton, let, FA
. 'Dregeens ood. Lgior Ue Morris of the Urd Iafar%ry
.- and Bv%, Lt Cols Vi Drocks, Zmd Artillery. It 1s
- %eo ‘close under the Meaa for e tenable position
o pgainet anAanterﬁriaiag ‘eneny, unless the imme&iaﬁe
- hetght be cosupled by & Block House, whish oould’
U readily be dons, 1t peens %o have been melsateﬁ en
| sooount of & good sprimg of water and will nadonbds
: f‘edly &nswar & very gaoa guryasa anﬁ ahould he ra-

_'_Tbia iaeality. lika that af th& ﬁur& valiey an& tha

. powvdes of She Peoos River, is exposad o the depra— u
. dations of the Jiserilla. Avmche and the Utsh Todiane -

: wha fraauenxly are’ gnite annaying &nﬁ hraublesame.-lg;-”

Tha abave &mgarﬁpttona canaarn@d tha firat lae&tioa af tha fcrt. o

",;7nuring the aarly 1860'5, thﬂ army éeeiﬁeﬁ ta m@vﬁ it fsrthsr aut anto

;the plaia& tamar& the ease._ Thé eriginal fb“t. becaming the ait& ef “
[.the ordnanca reserve, @%111 gl&yeﬁ an 1myortant yart in tha etory wf
};fFart Hn&an. I e

'sz saﬁzma am; &aseriptiﬂm of i‘o?t unian re i,t &p;g@.ar@ﬂ in 1@3&?.‘ ’

'“3__hﬁa héan gsvan ﬁr anguugiiah sur?eyer uy the nama of Eell, who aﬁiﬁ‘ fﬂﬁ;}“

?arﬁ ﬁnian ig distant frem ﬁaxaell‘a hy tha raad
_ rirﬁyutwo miles; from the point wherd our Iize of .
:3f azvey’ aro&aad Red tiver, ?1fty-aix mileﬂ‘ The

- _y Eell,'-‘wr'm“ "E:éks 33_1_ He rth&marie&, 1&1—13&. SRR




 sountry. ia for. the o8t F&?t a vast $”§5“‘°°Vgrad

“plain, dr&ineﬁ by the Red River, . We ere dever,

howevar, out of sight of mountains, some of which i_ _
ars {solated, and rise out o the plein with gr@m.\,'
testue outline, ‘such se ¥ogon %emntain* shaped -

- eruetly like & hugh wagon drawn by & palr of rnrs@s.

Clupitn three Loty

“Hoat of then partuke of the Hess formeticn; ae
oo Mesn &nrﬁhe, while others. form renges Jutbing aut
From the Bavkg ¥ountaine ag the Cimarron r&nga,
- babind w*io o rﬁiﬂed in stetely ?@néaar Ahe
S BTN Ened wdte of the pain hw . The me&% _
':;beautiful, hawaver, ig uﬂkay %qun*"iﬁ, whieh sends..

L diﬂﬂeﬁ if 1o ta ?érﬁqﬁnien ?‘@m tﬁe &0”thﬂ&5ts
"ﬂaing sg.%@r?s“'l I‘DQQV tﬁ W**ﬂtain,ﬂg?u ﬁe th?
“Port ou Yhe Zlst ef fugust, odd bed oue of the momd .
romentic rides I can remenber in 21l my mvﬁderinga.lg_

. The fartly volennin neture of $he Tosks, togethior
© with the ebundsnes of W&ﬁ@?, @avs & f@shiliag and -

.f iaua turrets of ok, sad. a¥&vxh&v¢mgd &v. 1] piu&-
©Celad sumnita of the peshs, whiaﬁ, with The .ars of

 froguness t¢ the ‘whols Yendneane, wiish coutr&aied
Cfiosd dsli h*fvily'?iih bhe nonpionons pl&;na.ﬂ Riok
.graaay ‘prricd, atudded with noble trees, end watérved

aad gragefol pecks sxactly inow g»[* o

ran mbundsnge of rivalets, wers hemmsd in hy gl@r~;;'4=;{ft

ature,” broke *ha a?prassive ragularity of tha 5&y~ 7 -

S . 11?1&#

For. twe&ty mil¢n 1 waunﬁ mv ymg thvnnﬁh *?i* aa&um ;
B 4 £ conntry, vot pll ﬁawmaé glyen over anﬁirﬁly
- 'ta neturs, and thers wep pet the tyoie of ﬂ huwﬂn--,

- being excect the etk upon which I rods. = Vo flogks

- or herds crepp&é the tender grage. 17 loekaa in
wvain amongst the trees &nﬁ up the velleys whieh

- opened into the: PEID, 00w On one zide snd then an

- the othery but thers wes no- 5he§her&, ne hub, Re s

C farm %6 be seenj. the wyld fu%gay& hed g1l beon

- either shot cr driven sgwry by the officars. “rﬁd.--
o Fort sﬁian“ &nd the sage mi§ht ve zaid ot the L
Lo deer;  bu% with this exgepiion -~ tha ahmanea ai._l“
. GERE se- ﬁaturally rawain@é QX9etlj'ﬁ& &aé dau mrde _1

: '_Fav-t Hnmn ia " “tmstling px,aeer 1t 13 z}w mmsm .
military ﬁsﬁahliahment o he reund on. the vlaias,"




o In 1875, a; comprehensive ﬁescription was given by Assistant Surgeon

P. Moffatt of the Uhited States Army., His report raad._;_5i:E;"”'“'

:._%ﬂand is the supply centre fram which the forty or’ fifty- R TR
- lesser posts scattered all over .the pountry withing -
__radius of 500 miles or more, Are . supplied with nen, .
- . ‘horses,’ munitions of war, and often with everything '
.. needed for their support.z It is not in’ the least :
"1~fortified, as, of course, ‘such ‘& precaution wou1d e
. useless; but it is a vast ‘collection of workshops, L
 storehouses, barracks, officers quarters, &nd: offices -
of 8ll kinds belonging to the different departments.;_'f'"
. The dwellings, although built, as are all the other R
- buildings, of sun~dried bricke, are most comfortable..ff,-
 Phey-are roofed with thin iron sheeting, covered with
" earth. The rooms -of ‘the -officers are lafty and well-
furnlshed., The hospital, containing about 120 beds, .-
- 1s & Very fine building, to which two residenb sur- ' - .
- ‘geons are attached.‘ A large settler's store must not_»;;f;
be’ forgotten, at which the daily sales average. 5,000 = -
- dollars. - Over 1,000 workmen-are here kept constantly,i'
“employed, building ‘and repairing wegons, gathering im =
- “and distributing- supplies, msking harmess, putting up-. ..
.. buildings, and attending to the long trains of goods .
~and supplies constantly arriving or daparting.- When we..
 think for a moment of thé hundreds of miles that every- - .
" thing has to be ‘brought by & slow and expensive mode of .
: Fconveyance - 800 niles by wagon. fr@m 4he ‘end of the - .
.. reilway; and nearly 1,500 by rail from 8t, Louis; when
. _we consider the price of lebor}. when, in fact, wWe view;” '_
the economic aspect of affairs, even &. traveller cannot -
heIp being amezed at the enormous expenditures of money{fff
. -necessary to. maintain so large an establisyment in such;_* i
Al locality. The millions of dollars which are. yearly _
“j'.'absorbed by . mich a plaee ag Fort Union mist: be: something ‘:_,
s marvelous; and the: opportunities Tor peculation and '
- .growing fet by the’ ‘misappliance: of publie money, by exh i
‘ ”orbitant chargea if not by: actual fraud, are probably
greater here than any other braneh of the public service

5/

Fort Union is. situated in latitude 55° 54' 21" north e
10ngit?ﬁ5; 370,54'.15“,W?3t*' alti?gdeﬂﬁ_VGQ,fqet f:"

.-
Aéay l, 18750

Cireular Nb. 8, War Department Surgeon's General's Office,ii; :r3-fa= ‘




' :-Santa Fe is one’ hunﬁred niles southwest. The ﬁédf§gtf;;_“7" ERNS

- railroad station is Las Animas, near Fort Lyonaq_v

" The most important settlaments 1R the vicinity are gf3
*Mbra, 18 miles to the west, and Las Vegas, Eﬂ miles
- distent, on the Santa Fe ro&d. ‘ ;{; F :

'The post 13 ina beautiful valley about 35 miles long5 ;b -V:*
' by five.apd a half wide, having on tlhe north end emet. .
. a'wooded range of hills known as Turkey Mounteins,

. -and on the west a low anﬁ recky range running into
__table-land. :_  S A I

"Z'J"Thg craters of &eVeral extinct volcances are’ in the

'vicinity, and on sinking wells in the vieintty of -
- the arsenal;’ 8 stratum of lava is- found of varying
S :depths; o ; - : O )

.-fThe water supply is obtainsd partly from wells, and |
. in pert from en excellent spring about a quarter: of
- ca.mile distant,  That’ from the wells is. hard, from
"'lime in solution.; L o :

_Twenty miles distant the road to Sant& Fe crcsses a gaﬁﬁ
ridge which is the divide between the tributaries of .
the Mississippi and the Rio Grande. ‘Five miles: north—
-west of Las Vegas: are a number of hot springs, noted

| for their efficaey in rheumatism eand chronie syphili» L

”ftic com@laints.. ‘The tamperature 15 140 Fahrenheit.j_j:

q: gmong the useful wild ylants fonnd in the vieinity ie;g;:*.f

. the common hop. (Bumulua lumpulung).  This grows abunﬂ~‘;’5""

" antly. slong the mounxain streams, -and the prcauct 1& '.j,;.;:‘

~:of the best qnality. e

The' following statement relativa to the climate and
. 1its effect upon health 15 by Assistant Surgeen e H.
'_Gardner,'Wnited Statas Army cwan . T

'Fort ﬁnion was establishea 1n Augusﬁ 1851, and was ,5if%f‘J-
- first located on the prasent ‘site of Fort Union arse~
- .nal. The reservation, ‘nearly square, contains Bl

- gguare miles. ' There’ is also a timber reservation of
80 sqnare miles.r,_;. : T

B 'Fort Union 1nc1udes tha post proper, the depot, and
- Fort Unioa arsenal._, - , R




f~f¢aThe arsenal 1s thns dascribe& by Gaptain‘w. R. Shoen' -
< 'maker, orduance officer in charge: Fort Union arsenal’
.18 one mile west of Fort Union, on & reservation’ belong-
ing to the Ordnance Department and is inclosed by & '
“.wall forming. & square of 1,000 feot’ ‘each - side. The’
buildings are, one: barrack 100 by 26 feet with porticoes
. in front end: rear; ‘one” set officers' quarters 54 x 75
. feety ‘and pffice 45 x 18; one main stcre»house Bls reet
" ' long, three gmaller store~houses, shops; ko All of
' these. are of adobe with' stone foundationsq The . . SRR
L supply i rram ES goed Well and’ two. cistarns or 18 000 T
a[;“gallans eaeh. ' 5 S f‘ R AT SR St

SR }Fort Uﬂion 15 thus described by Gaptain G. G. Smith,,s,q.;A -

r{t';[jaasistant qnartermaster,'ﬁnited States. Ammy: - The depot**}»ﬁ
715 adjacent’ to and norith of “the post. The builaings S

... are, six sets used ss offices and quarters, flve store—_-]

~ qj,fhouses, shops and corrals. The. guarters are well bullt . . -
' 'of adobe,. lald on stope foundations, with tops: finishedf-""

~ with brick and roofs of tinm, These sets are eaéh 79 x.

- BT feety the other three, each 58 x 55 feet, The- atere—-;f L

... houses are each 200 by 40 feet, except the southern one, ”\,A”,“ S
.. which 1s one=half the width of the others, .In the plagzs, = ' =
fronting the northern gets of depot guarters, are two S

g,cisterns holding 2,400 gallons" ‘each,  the supply of which

, comee from the. roefs of the store~hausas. i S

_y;_ ort Union 13 a four» Gmpany post' the arrangement or "jfﬂi_avff'i*"
'*athe main,part of which is shewn in Figure 50. e

Ay foicers' quarters, BBBB squad—rooms; c fo% mess—rooms,

i fbrage rooms; E,: bakery; F, quartermaster & store~ i
© . roomsj H,: issuing-room; Ty qnartermaster's stables, M,

; cavalry eorral; 5& Quartermaster 8. corral.;! o

:All the buildings are of adobe, one story high, on stone f.
. foundations, and with.the axceptiou of the hospital, are
- all roofed nith tin._f S o :

1-_;70n the northeast side of the: paradetground and direatly
- ‘opposite the Yine of officers' quarters, are the quarters AT
. of the men, Fach set cocupies three sides of'a rectangle
. within which is a smell court-ysrd or open space’ with:a 7.,__ L
© Well in the center, The mein duildings are each 73 by B7 SR
feet, They are used as. squad vooms and" dormitories, and =,f.“-'-“ -
7 at.the present time have an. ‘aversge ‘acoupancy- of - 30 men ‘u“r~.t Cam
,5é;eaeh. giving an air spaee of about 706 cubic fest per man.




%-The wings on one 31de of each set are use& as orderly .

©and’ company stcrenrcoms; those on the' opposite’ side,

" fer kitchana and- diningwrocms. Those gquarters are . -
- really comfortable dwellings,’ althaugh deficient in o

Co facilities for ventilation.; 5-‘V_

:'In rear ef the blooks oecupied by the men's Quarters
and separated .from them by & wide street, ars siiua-

“ﬂ¥ted the quarters of the merried soldiers end- 1aun&res--

_ ;ses, and in reer of thess. axein, and 8t propar distance,'*
Q.are ths cavalry’ atables and other ouﬁvhﬁuses. '

' ,Oﬂ ghe southWest of the parade—grounﬂ are situated the :- f
jquarters of: officers, consisting-of. nine: buildings in

one. row. . Each building is divided:.by a single ‘hall run»- ﬂfff}f7f_,~
3 ;ning from fromt 1o Tear, on each side of which are .

three capacious roomg —» ‘except the middle building tn
-~ {the -commanding officer's quartera}, which has four —-

- affording the regulation-allowengs of quarters for an

offieer. with the rank of captain, - A8 in-the case’ of
. miost of the buildings here, the roofs sre made too .

- flat, so that they allow of Leakage when violent rains
oceur, as they freguently do during the rainy seamson.
.-In other ‘respects the quarters are good; they all have -
- good ysrds and out-houses in the rear,’ and are. ugon the

: whole very comfortable resideﬂces. 'j‘ _ =

 5'The guarﬁ«house is situated in the line of tha laundras-?uf-

" sest quarters, . The strusturs itself may be well suited -

" for the purpoge for which it was intended, bitt the. luca--f  _: ”i_
tlon of it is insppropriate, as mo extended view of the | .

post ean be had frsm 1ts vicinity. jf:

Sinks for the men ‘and for the fomilies of soldiers have -

' been constructed ut all available points, but the aceom-

o modations in this respect are not sufficient without the,-

E neceselty of traveling to a greater distande than 1s o

o 1ikely to be done under all circumstances._~; -

v The post hospital is situated autside of the garrisan

. inclesure; and about 300 pmoes to the east' of 1%, The: .
- hospital building faces towards the southesst. It com~
‘sists essentially of & central building 13% feet wide,

running back 130 feet,” this being a hall 113 feet wide
inside. Attached to each side of this central nall’ are
three wings, each 3L x 39 feet cutside, the long axis =~ .
parellel and. the short sxis at right angles to, the hall.
' Theas wings are separated from e&ch other by spaces

10



. ability. L

) and having a station at this pain%. =

:ﬁfeet wide. ﬁn adebe partition thraugh tha center of each
_wing,anﬁ gt right atigles to the hell, divides each of ﬁhem
~ into. two rooms, ‘19.by 30 feet, by 12 feet 3 inches high;

thus. glving twelve rooms, each of the above dimensions
The two front wings are useéd as dispensaxy and stara~rooms,

. the vear half of each posterior wing for kitchen and din=’

ing room respectively. The two middle wings and the froni

.rooms of the posterior. wings sre used ds wards, making

‘six wards, Occupied by six beds each, giving 1,800 dubie
i feet of space to eagh occupant., In cage of emergeney,
. the capacity could readilv be increased one~fourth by

temporarily ueing some of the store-rooms as wards, - The

" hospital diffeérs from all other buildings at the post,

in ‘being rocfed with shingles, and in baving & roof with

+.  ‘the usual pitch, Although not constructed upon the best
' plan, in e hygienic point of view, it is amply a&eqn&te
- to the requiraments of & four*company post.  For the res~-

son that thisi'post 18 located-on the thoroughtfare to snd flom

: HGW'Mexico, and that 1s the base of .supplies of the disu

trict, 1% ocours, that there are st dlmost ell times men
in’ the hospital not belonging. to the comuend at Fort Bnion,

 but who ‘have been taken sick or hurt whils sn routs ‘4o or

from oth&r poinﬁs, and been detained at £his poat for
treatment or aiseharge on- wurgeon's certifieate of dis—

R Fbrt Uhicn is situata& upon the staga-ruad betwaen the
' jrailroad terminus, on the northaast, and the city of
- Bents: Fa, on the southwest, A daily stage, . convehing
- -the mail, is received from each:point, From this paint
U pail communiaations can be had with Santa Fe in twenty -
. hours} with degartment headauarters &t Fort Leavenworth
cin four to six days, and with,Washington in seven to aine
“days. Aline of" telegraph-alsc passes this place en

route from the railrosd to. Santa e aloag.bne atage road,

_,J-Fert Union, ag @ frontier post may be considered desir-.
' sble, not 8o much from the natural surroundings as. from -
" 'the faeilities by stage, mail, and slesraph, Of communi*
-*catlon with the outsiﬁe worldg; :_u-_ .

- One queetion I should like to add before closing' Are
. adobe quarters produutive of: rheumatism, I belleve they
.. are a frultfyl source not only of rheumatism, but scia—
L :tica. and cther ferms of neuralgia.y; Coe




. “;Lﬁpicture. Eogether, the fort, the plaina, the mountains, and the old

:'"a doubt.- Not only is this the original site, but the structures thare fa

3 _j;by the army, 1oca1 citizens have used the fort as a source of building

C of the. Southwest upon many occasions.k Perhaps the best studies apon the

S fort ag such, have been those of the historical technicians of the Nét-u G

Since 18?5 there has been no great change in the surreundings or )

B 'Fort Unicn. Exeept for detarioration, not mnch h&s happene&,te mar 1tsﬁ f

| trails preaent a picture of unity in- isclation* aniﬁ;ach seems to clingf‘z
' &/ .. J
“,to the other in token of & far more glorioua past. P

- 'ég Identification of the Site :

The 1ﬁentiﬁcation of I.Pcrt Union can be made W‘ithﬁut a question ofﬁ

¢,g"ere original In no way - have thosa structures or the site be=n altered,..;
'3'restored, or: modified, with the exaeption of ﬁeterioration through des» f{

fj-truction, yandalism, and some erosion._ From the time of the abandonment

materials, and the owners up tu recent years have removed certain usable

= items, such as timbers.

& 'ﬂ; Historical Nhrrative -

The stary of Fort Union has been told 1n connection with the history

o ion&l Park Serviee.- The renort of Eenry Woods, Fcrt Union, The Histony

. -of Néw Mexico's Most Famous Militagz Post 15 1nc1uded,as the apyandix

. ,of this report, S

"‘_/ An aocurate ﬁescription of the fort se it is. now will be. submitted in
-7 Puture reports to be made by ﬁational Park sprvice technicians. Based
upon the inveatigation and ‘field .surveyg, those reports will include S
- mccurate surveys, measurements, and other studias preparatary to the
development of the area. _ g I B SR



Evnluatien ef the Site

Fbrt Union falls into various themes of national history, Although %v'

. ' it nay be considsred as:8 part of *Political and Military Arfairs, 1830-_'f'

31860" 'beeauae of 1ﬁs military activity from 1881 to 1869. 1t mey well T

"ba considered to fall morse properly 1ntc ether e&ﬁegories. As psrt of 3

‘["The Wor Between %he btates, 1861-1865“ 1t was one. of tha outstanding

“-factora in holding the Southwest for tha Unien; and 1ts place in "West-*:. Afﬂf-:

'f};ward Expansion and the Extension Gf National Bounﬂaries, 1830w1390“ is ﬁf‘:f:'

expressed in 1ﬁs place in Inﬁian warfare, in,its 'protection of tha ter,';_’

' ”ritory of Néw Mexico frcm &ttack ‘and invasion, &nd’ 1n 1ts vital connse._{,j_.,_.‘tw

-_.tien with the Santa Fe Trail.; “Means of Travel aﬂﬁ Gammunic&tion“ mxy.?“w

“be cansidered ae one of the themes of Fcrt Union, beoause of 1ts con-fvﬁlf-‘dh"

' nect1un with the Santa Fe Trail and the people who travelled thereon;

";_and "Commerca, Inaustry, and Agricultnre to 1890" may also be one - of 1ta¥hf;;g“‘f_f

‘ '1-{1 themss, because of the importance of the Santa Fe Trail to commerce.

- Tha museum possibilities at Fort Union are unlimited, because of

 the artifaets o be found there sad. the extensive history of the avea,’ ,' |

-'_It is thought that through the cooperaxion cf the War Department and
.Mlocal citizens, manw of the likely museum piaces removed from the area

' 'may be returneé, especially 1f adequate museum facilities are furnished i

-in the future.'




a Q.ﬂszggig | -_ 2 _” s
Fort Union is ewned b? the'Union Land and Gr&zing Gompany' . cor'
.” leporag1°n whose members 11ve mostly in ths e&stern part cf the United

' States. Gaptain Eﬁward B. Wheeler of Las‘Vegas, New Mexico, 13 the e

 uagent fcr the Gompany | :.,u_-_ﬁag:fl.f,.?ﬁif :.3Lj'ﬁ;ﬁwrg_,5§ 

"B, _gpraised Valua ..‘ e :,”: .i:'u."7§ ”f 1;ff';i7': ”‘flg:'f;ﬂéi"
The full value of this aite cannot be estimated, bacause of the ;;§f§

: historical significance attached to 1t._ The assessed value of eome }EfJ-ﬂ;-ﬁﬂ“;;?w

3-1 290 acres, which 13 the minimnm aeraaga neceasary far proper preserariiff ” “ "-'
 :"vation‘and deVelopment, varies from twu to ten dollars per. acre.j'ﬁhy;fff*;- 7' ‘5;

'AAappraised value of the building materials in the structures can only be

‘made after an axtensive study, excavatian, and cleanpup or the area.

;'C.- Conditioa. 1ncluding Previous Development -

Fort Union is in a state of ruin, ﬁue to éeterloration after the + ;,}ﬁ£

: abandonment by the &rmy 1n 1891. There has been no attempt tc prs~
,qiserva the site, other th&n the construction by the owners of fences

'f :around the ruins to keep out cattle and vandalg. Recently, no tres—

passing signs have heen put up by the owners prohibiting hunming anﬁ _E{__ 

‘_; wnod hauling (see the attaehed exhibit 1n Part IV). Rb restoration

'}aor reconstruction work hes’ been done upon ths site or its structures.”¢i :




::f;.;aﬁ, Gare. ineludiqgﬁ_gst Present, and ?robable Future

Fort Union as an actiVa military post received aaequate care from f;drf“:-r e

' the army uy to the time ot its abanﬁanment._ Eowever, since the 1890'3 rff:"": 5

to the present, there has been little eare, a facter which has resulm ,

'”5ited in vandalism and ueterioration. As statad abova, a fence around

‘ "-the importanx buildings offevs a mintmum of. protectioni Too, the fact,f'

!Vthhat the proparty has beeu under one ownership has meant scme prptec»l',;_i_ '

‘w‘.tian. In the future, it should reeeive a maximum of care, espeeially ::” f' R

"ﬁ-if 1% 1s preserved and maintained by the Fedaral Government.-.'

SN E'._' caessibing

£ ;f 7 ad& to its accessibiiity. L

'"_fE-ministrative, exhibit, and eustodian's quartere‘ Once preserved a S

| uf;tain the area and to handle visitors. Because of the interast 1n Forﬁ'”'

Fort Union at the preaent time is aecessible, being only nine

_ miles by dirt road from'U. S.‘Highway 85._ The building of an adequate =; if"

iroad from th&t highway, from a point five miles from ?ort Union, will

"-r Poasibility of. Preservation
The cost of preservation will depend upon the initial amount of
_stabilization which will be accorded the ruins and structures. A.CGG

.:fcﬂmP for a period of sever&l years could be occupied 1n road building, ;ﬁ'

- cleannup, excavating, and stabilizing, and building the necessary ad— _*-5f£7;'

_euatodian and’ rangers or guidas will be necessarY to protECﬁ &nd main~  rh ,f

L5?:fUnion and 1ts possibilities of tourist attraction, it may be considereﬁ';;ifﬁf

1-desirable to chﬂrge an admiasion fee. f;




- ‘_G Sugges'bed Development

It is urgentl reeommended that Fort Union be established as a-

0 tional mnnnment gx_Presidential groolamation. A.ccc camp should bei;fi f: Ve e

' established there to preserve and develop the site adequately.- The

o -work ta be dene, asi&e from road building, leanuup, and constructing”ﬂ-' 

.of neceseary buildings, will be 1argely work’of preservation and res»ii

';ﬁ;;toration of 1&ndscaps faatures.5 Nb attempt shnuld be made to restoreg} ;i:f“f*F-fT

'§'or reconstruct the buildings °f Fort Union, because of the evidenaesj ;k' Ef3". “

'--of past material culture which are contained therein.- I
It also 1s recommended that some l,zoo acres be acquireé by dona- ,f?
_tion to 1nsure a&equate preservation and development.- The attaehed map

shows in vary rough outliue ths area ta be don&ted around the main Fort

' f'Union ruina.- Additional land to be donated will 1nclude the old Arse-

.--{ nal ruins and 100 feet on,all sides of. 1t (the site of the ?irst fort)‘.;;ii: e

"ufia EOO-foot right-of—way for the road to U. 8. Highway 85; a loo—foot

‘ ;&‘rightuof*way for the road between the two Fort Union areas, and 500 feet 5ﬁf5ﬂf

_ of Scenic easemenﬁ on eaeh side of the entrance road. The eonstruetion ;}f S
‘of certain unﬂerupasses alang the road for the passage of eattle will be ¥ ;;gi:!f[

:'_Lrequired by the donor._ An enginaer's report, eontaining an accurate L

-  boundary descripﬁion, will he auhmitted later, aa will a suggested devel- :

;opment plan for the area, if it is establiahed as a national monument. B h*ff

" H, Relationship of Site to Areas Already Aﬁministered by thional Park
Lo Service " . S : :

-_ Fort Union is approximately 100 miles from the Region III Head— ;:f'

15,




quarters of the Natianal Park Service in Santa Fa‘ _and about 13.0 miles '} AT

| :'southwes‘c cf Gapulin Eational """_onument. Most oi‘ the other National Park

areas in I\Tew Meﬂco ara mthin a day's autamobile drive rrom For-t Union. - e

| Ragi ‘_"'ial: Hist@rian PR ; o :




S FORT UNION .

* The Bistory of New Mexico's Most Famous Militery Post

© - Henry Woods. . - L e
ol oo Btudent Techmdedsa T o
. Hational Park Service . - .




FORTWON b..ovtocloooocooucvl-lu'llot-!wd' J,

. N

Ve

* THE. SAN‘I‘A T TRABE 7 S

mgs o.ctou‘ocico‘o-oouunltoacnt--n--vno.ti 11. R

'AI“TER m WAR Am THE DEGLINING mms 55

. 'APPENnIx

. TABLE OF CONTENTS .

FAC'I’ORS LEADING 70 THE BUILDING- OF

GGNSTHUGTIOH OF ‘I‘HE FURT AND ’I‘HE EARLY

TH:E CIVIL WAR l&t*!ibfﬁogtna-otot.-ao‘w-oioi 20

Footnotes lit.‘v'.!o'*i‘!‘ﬁi!'l’t"!!'o.' 45 : ‘




..-;..:.I"' o |
F%GTORS LEADING TQ TﬂE BUILDIHG GF FﬂRT UNION

From thrae a'ci.oek: to six on the aftemoan of August 18,

. j_g'-isi«;s, the 111:1:19 adobe - city of Senta Fe echoed the cadence of:
| marching fest, A sinuous, blue: column pcmred from the monntains

4o the east.and ‘filled’ this ancient seaw‘: of" bpanish and Mexiean
: authority Wi’tih a throng ‘of soldiery, . Before the sun seb, & new: = . .
fleg flew over the Governor's Palace, and a new ere of New h&‘exicoﬂ*;; el

“histovy had its inception. Its prophet was Brigedier-Genersl

;ﬂ»--‘Stem:x_en i» Kearney, who, on the following morning. 1ntoned %oa
curious native g‘thering in the plazat : e

Ve We have come among you to take pasaession of ﬂew (
. “Mexico, which we do in the name of the Govement of I
" the United States. We have come with peaceable’ 1nten- S
tions and kind feelings toward- you ell, We come as -
.. friends o better your conditions ... You . ere no lon- . -
L ger. Mexican sub:jecw, you :ere nmf oecome American el td-
. zens w.., I-am your governor e hencseforth leck to
C i me- for proteetion ....‘,_“.;_. - Y : :

S "Keamey" 8 conquest WS perpetuated on. February 2, 1848, by o

" the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which gave to the United States .~ -

©. o not anly New . Mexico. but Upper California ag well -~ an area of -
“almost a8 million square miles,s - September’ 541880, ‘a8 part of

L. Clay's famous Omnibus Bill P better known as the: Gempromise ol

‘eaptward o the divide between ‘the San Juan Valley and the Rio- o
. Grande: xorthward along: the dlvide to the thirty-eighth’ parallel

.._'Gmdeo East of the Rio Grande t};@ Seu‘bhern bound&ry Tan along R,
" the. thirty—-aecond parallel of latitude to the 103rd Meridian of

- New Mexicot

“ 1850, Congress organizeﬂ overp one»fourth of this huge area. into e

~ ¥he Territory of New Mexico, - The sasters boundery was fixed om . .~ =
‘the 103rd Meridian of Longitude, the western line wes the same = - .~ |
ag the eaatem lite of Galifernia, the northern ‘noandary ran on T
- %he thirty-severth perallel of latitude from thé Californis 1ine S

and eastward along that psrallel to the 103rd Meridian, The sou—z S
~ thern boundery was the international boundary, which was in dig- -
_ pube with ¥exico, from the mouth of the Gila River to the Rio . . :

7 longitude.  Thus in 1853, with the sddition of the Gadsden Pur- -~
. -chagé of sbout 50 000" sguere miles, the Pers itory of New Mextico
 included all of the present states of New Mexicc and Arizona, L

"_and parts or Go].orado and: Nevada. '_ _ 5 .;_ , . _

o It wes e strange lend -- this newest accretion of the Uni- PRSI
- ted States, Licutenant Colonel Fmory; with Kearney's advance -
. guard, gives us HY- impression—i‘—hat is now central western




-.,7'Strolling over: the hills alone, 1n pursuit of sead
apd geologliesl. specimans, my thoughts went back 20"

~ . :the Btates, and when I turned from my mnmentary aber~g;

.. retions, I was struek most forcibly with the fact ‘
“thet not one objeet in. the whole view, animal, vegs~ T
~$able, or mimersl, hed anything in common with the
‘products of any state in the Union, with the single f -
;exception of the ccttonwaod. : n;fr L ,;"

S :Lofty meunxain peaks, eovere& on their u@permost rsaches e
with aub-artic timher, gilve way. to grass-coversd meses and fin-.

 dlly %o burning -deserts.  River valleys are ell too few and: the ._--'

- pulk of the soil is: denied thut which could transferm 1t An%o 8-
sAmilerity with the upper valley of the Rio Grande, into whose i
- - prolitic boscm, seys Gregg, whatever is thrcwn grows to & wonder~.
E jful degree of- perfection. ;g/..a R , R R

FOIPTICI Taken as & whole. inhospitality was. the paramnunt feature':
- of the New Mexice thed General, Kearney conquered: — inhespitality .

not only of its.srid platesus and semf-arid mesas; but of the peo-.

L7 ple ae wells " For here was e clash of two cultures ubtérly alien |
*-;~~ the driving, restless, material-minﬁ d Anglo~Saxon snd the _._=j:
sthetie, carelirée Hispanic,  The United States was..
incorporating, for the Pirst time, into’ ita continental limits,'
e avast terr*tury inhabzted by B people patently hostile.. Scare.
. -cely had the dust of Kaarmey 8 two ‘columns,. -one ‘pressing south—

T wapd under Eanzphan, -and. the ather Westward 10 California, disap4353-ﬁ

R J)‘-peared, when the. natives began a bloody revolt whose csm:er wag '

e uprising and hung thﬂ 1eaﬁers.f; g

in 8 Fe, Quic_ Yy erus e

'_But the. latent hostility of a. largs part of. the popula09 toward_fﬂ_ffﬁfa -

' n-;r"the canquerers was thus eonvincingly demonstrated.-

‘ ghe’ wila tribes of Wew Mexico, as Gregg called them, in distinpl~'
¢ .guistment from those tribes who prcfsssed Christiantty. There
were.. five principal wild tribes fhat- {nhebited or extend hair
peregrinations into New Mexico, Thesa weére the Nevajos, the

OVer sne Whole uneaay gcene- loomad the sinister figures op

" . Apnches; the Utshs, the Eiowas, snd the Comanches. 4/  No ares i_ o
© was ever harried by five more. fierca, capaﬁIe, unrelenting tribea._.f K

::.Of tha A@aehe Gurtis says«.{J;{-:-

| tThe primitive Apdche was a true nomad, a wand@ring
- ¢hild of Nsture, whose birthright was & creving for
" the warpath, with courage &snd endurance probably .
exceeded . by no other people, and with cunning beynnﬁ o
_ reckoning ..., Fear to him is unknown, Death he l¥j~" R
racea with stolid indifferenee .;.."'G. ok



Nb people could be. batter fittaa than the Apache to 3
. eonduet contiauous predatary warfare: Every form of
- plent and animal life pays hin tribute. An. entirely
‘ngked Indian, without implements of any sort, would
.. . stop on g mountzin slope and in'es few minutes be git-
'f’=ting by a cheerful fire, praparing a welcome meal.*‘“/

' .The Navajos, Gregg designates the most 1mportant though net
'-_tha most mumerous tribe, becsusze of their sbility es herdsmen and .
cultivators of the soil, 6/ - Despite these sedentary treits, the
- Nave jos were great vailders and plunderers, baing probably the mosﬁ o
uﬁaceomplished horee thieves emong the red men, which 18 coverins

 guite 8 bit of erritory. It 1s ssid that the Navejos made peace | .
i wmith the Mexieans in the sprin& 1o alloW'them %o plant their: grain,’

. whdch they promptly stole ss soom as it was ripe, They were tell, 7T:f¥f. -
f‘well-auilt arrogunt Indlans - enbrgetio, 1ndustrious, ana inde«;f S
'penﬂent.-‘;- e . : : _ _ S

_ ~on. the plalns o the northeast of Réw'Haxico reamed tha Goman~j:}i‘-”
ches and &bwaa., They preyed on wagon. treins ang travelars, but

. nob uﬁfrequently revaged. the gettlements of ‘porthern Hew Mexico.

. Wonderful horsemen aud de&dly accurste with the 1anee Or Arrow, - .

. 'Ynese two tribes were the red seourge of the Sspia Fe Trail‘ To

" the west of them ranged- ‘the Utehs, similar in hebits, but prevens -
_'ted by geographical position from being e wery serious h&zard to :
-Athe cemmeree and settlementﬁ of Néw-Msxice;:_j?;w.._ 4 T

- Gclonel ﬂterling friee commanded ‘the Territory, Bow organi— PR
: zed into the Ninth ¥ilitary Department, until October 11, 1848,

_being succeeded by ‘Colonel John M. Washinzton, who was in turn

‘- suceceeded, ‘on October 23, 1845, by Colonel John Munroe, Hunroe

served as Militery Governor until Merch Z, 1851, = Durityg the terms

of these- three d&partmental commanders: ané,military gcvernavs, the

~ Indiens were especially troublesome, ‘Doniphen snd’ ‘Price. organized

fhree. ezpeaitions against the Navejos and Colonel: %ashington led”
"another, All were unsueeessftl gs far &g obtaining any- éefinita'v

“-pesults, In the meantime, .the Apaches went on the warpath end in

Y the winter of. 1848 three- detachments were sent din- pursuit of these
- mereuders, bui to no Mvail. B/ In ‘the ‘spring of 1848 small com-
“mendsg under Ca B ¥, %, Chapmaen and Lientsnant A, T, Purapside- . o
1414 ‘Succeed in defesbing. two small bands OF Apecnee.. . &/  THiZ was .

:'=:the only tangible result of the eampaigns. During 18 months of R

. 1849-50. the property loss, mainly in sheep,. mules, esttle, and -
. horses from tha Apaeh@ and Navajo r&i&ers was estimataa at

#114,500 2

Prctest* weni to Congress from the papulaee and the terri—.'

’“.'1,torial 1egislature._ quggeationﬂ alﬂo were 1n sbundance, ranging




::from a mere display of military might te elaborate lines ef =
military posts. 10/ These recommendations came from the Secref,

| tary of" ¥ear, the Indian Oommissionar, ‘troop officers. in'the. .

. kerritory, the. REw-ﬂgxiean delegate to CORgress, and from pri-
K;vate 1ndividuala._ﬁ* TR R _ ‘ L

R The system of frontier defense that had beea used in the
nterritory up to this time. had ‘been very simple. It iavolved -
C the: stationing of troope 1n a few villages and at the one mili«
~tary pest in the territory, ggz:hgg;gg, established by Kearngy -

”5'_at ‘Santa Ye in 1846. Onpe company ‘of the First Dragoons was lo- . L
cated at Taos, & .zZecond at £lbuguerque, end & third at Sacorro.a“_..-'*

-;;Garrisons of. about twenﬁy men were placeﬂ at’ Tome . and Dons Ana. .
At Fort Merey were siationed one. company of. the Third Artiilery_

e and a companw ‘of the Secand ﬁragoons.;;/

: Nb sooner had Amsrican erny offieers beccme acquainted with

the complicated situation in New Mexico: then they reslized the .

o 1mpor¢ance of new army posts, As early as December 1848 ordars
‘were {zsued from the Adjutent General's office for a careful

.fexaminatian of Texas, New Mexico, Oreg@n, ‘and Californis by com- ;_-uflnf:
.- petent authorities assisted by officers of. the Corps of. Engineers‘f'f
< angd tepographical Engineers‘- Hhe- examinations were to-be ‘made

“with a view toward locating permanent military~pcsts. ;;/ Kn the

”inselection of sites, the officers aund engineers were to be guided

by the rollowing ‘considerations: (1) protection to the white st~
tlers, (2) economy and fscility in supporting the trodps, (3) -

. defense of Mexican territory sgainst Indians within the border Gf'z 

7 the United States.__/ These orders were not ﬂarried out until
more than a. year later._f Co 3 . U

'In the spring of 1850 Gaptain Henry B. Judd Third L
Artillery, made an sxaminstion along the Pecos. With
Light Gompany Cy eguipped ‘ag cavelry, aud & train of
- five wagons, Judd traveled about 200 miles from Las - - .
Vegas %o the southern extremity of the Bosgue Grande, ..
Judd considered the Bosque Redondo and the Bosque ...
Grande particularly suitable for mounted garrisons. R

A military post along the Peeos, hawever, was. tiot
. selected unitil the time of the Civil VWar, In.March

Major Steen reported to Lisutenant McLews that he had

‘made an examination of the Santa Hita Copper Mine

eountry~and found it suitable for the locetion of a mil-f':'“' L

_itary post. The following month Ceptain ¥, N, Grier.
' examined the New Mexican frontieér and found thet the
" lime %o be defended passed’ thrcugh.ﬂblquiu, the Rio
: 'Galorado, Rayada, La Junte, Las Veges, and San Miguel;
- broken and mounxainous country. Grisy reported



::A1‘:to McLaws if the settlamenxs wiﬁhin this line weretV"pﬁgyﬂ .

s otobe a&equately protected and: the two roads 1ead-h‘.:g'fﬂ__r,_p
“‘ing %o.the United States were to be kept open,. ad- IS

Fdition&l military posts would be necessary.: ' ICEREER

.jngnapector Genaral Geqﬂgg A. Heﬁall made a tour of
. jliﬁﬁiﬁﬁfibn of the military. posts of the dspartment._~
L ooIn his report to Aﬁjutant Genar&l Jones, December :
S B4y 1850, McCall mainteined ‘thet the. only effective way -
L. 4o distribute. troops in Rﬁw-México was to post them in _.fi*
. " the heart of ‘the Indian aountry, forces should be-of I
 sufficient strength to overawe, the Indlans. ﬁccall,’;g;];ﬁ;
<accordingly, ‘recommended the establishment of three -~
guch militery gosts. ‘one was ko be located Ain the . .
Navajo country near Canyon . de Chelly} . & ‘second. in the
. Apache country, somewhere. on ‘the sastern slope of: the'
~ ‘Sacramento Mounbtains; & third on the Gila or near the
old Santa Rita Copper Mine. These posts were %o be
~ gtrongly garrisoned with foreces ranging from 380 %o .- =~
©. . 500 mem, each, . At the close of 1850, mounted froops -
" were reportad at Les Veges, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, -
"¢ Dona Ana, Socorro, ‘Rayads, and,kbiquiu, in addition
" 10, the infantry at these places; and at Taas, San
Flizerto,.and EL Paso. In November the post at the - '
. mouth of the Gile was btemporarily. establieheﬁ which R
: :H,_later become the famous Fort‘?uma.‘ ;ﬁ/ : Lo

. At the. instance of Secretary of. War Gonraﬁ, Quarterma&ter
"nghomas Swords was send Yo Wew Mexico in May 1851, He found many

.. ‘unfavorable. aanditions ‘such &s high ‘Tents, shortage of water,
"-grass, timbar, an& an unhealthy condition of soldiers' morals.iﬁ/

- Bueh weve ‘hhe implications of tnis knct*by problen with ®hich o

‘the govermment was faced in the defense of this vast territory.

To summarize its basie aspects, the United qtates Goverument was .
 confronted withj {a) éerieus depredstions from five sevage tribes}}
of Indians, {b ' & hostility from inhebitants of ¥he Territory -

who had given allegianqe to Mexico in the past war, [e¢) demoralis  :::
‘zation of troops as result of +the vices of New Mexican +Gwn~life.*"

‘(d) the - high cost of transyorting subsistence to troops in the '1'”'
Territory. : S L U B

mb camment haa been made, as yet, upon.transportation costs,’i".

‘f_but Lere was an important angle of frontier defense, The. fotal -' 
- trangport costs of the army {neressed from $130,000 in 1848, %o
$2,094,405 in: 1851,16 ‘which mist be atbributed to the maintenance

. .of trocps on the westerm frontier. The sdded expense of animale . oo SR
.drawn overland transport became the largest aingle item in~the-“;r;_f'"'

"”f,maintenance of the'United States Army,i 2




‘tion of conditions in New Mexico, At any rate, he wasted no. tima -f;-'; _
..+ in putting = plan of ‘action into effect. - L
- - new posts was immediately. begun'nu Fort Union, Fort: Fillmore,
" #nd Fort Conpad... The iatter two:wers built on the Rio Grande;: -
“Fort Fillmore near EL Paso, and. Fort Conrad at Valverde. By far -

After all recommendations on - the New Mexic&n situation had

“been’ aasembled, the Wor Department assigned Colonel Edwin ?ose
Sumner to. the command of the Ninth Militery Bistriet, embracing

the Territory, and. incorparated into his instructions the crux

‘of the best recommenﬁations._ He was to revise the entire system

of defense’ in,HeW'ﬁexieo, reorgsnize and build srmy. posts. and

" mgke puch changes as his discretlion mightdctate. 17/ He was
- also instructed "as early a8 practicable to meke an expedition
 against the N&vajas ang, also, one against tha'Utahs and Apachas, L
. - and 4nflict upon: them a severe chastisement,” 18/ - Along with 'all =
.~ of these. astivities, he was' to reduce expenditures, a seeming ite
‘-;"possibility.” Colonel Sumner errived in Santa Fe on July 19, 185k,
" snd took commend of the district. ' Edwin Vose Sumner was pre- o
- eminently fitted for his position. As Captain of one of Keerney's =~ .
- companips of ragoons, he hed mede  the merch to New Mexico. in '45vm;.w.ﬂm_*“
" Heving been promoted Yo major, he was Left with four troope in'

cecupation of the Territory when Kearney went on to California.kg/°' 

.. The opportunity had been his to observe, at first hand, conditions -
" in New Mexicd before assuming commsnd. therew Ho doubt some very =

definite ideas had evolved in his mind. concerning the amaliora-_;_ ¥

‘The building of. hree

the. greatest historical’ interest attaches to. the first, ot only

©. " becsuse 1% was for years. the largest and most’ “important post in.
. New Mexigo, supply depot, departmental he&dquarters, and primary
. objective of the Uonfederate invasion, but also because it in~

. fluenced immessurably the history and development of - the. mns/4?/

famous of all western reutes, ths Santa Fs Trail.
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ror% Union'was locateﬁ, a8 Sumner wrate, “near the nga

'ff}fRiver and on the 1ine of. communication with the Missouri: Frons7.f§ -
“ fter," 20/ Golomel: Sumner,: schooled by B2 years of army x-S

" perience to think and write im wilitary terms; velils the true. N
- importance of Fort Wnion's locetion behind the phrass. w1ine of;v"
”nucommunieation._. The ‘two groups of wagon ruts which: Joinsd at "

'”fiffthe Mora River,. had in three decades become importsant avemses oo
C ok travel and. arteries of & great irade: in winich Anericans. had _;: S

| ‘{nvested: over $10,000; 000 mostly ‘{n the last few years, and

a:?-{realized a rTeturn that was often rabulcus‘ In the Yesr. befere3f;
o Ford Union's establishment more than 50O ‘wegon loads of goods,
"a‘iValuing over $2,000,000 had traveled from.Eissouri to wanta Fe,

the great trading center. g;/ Lo

From In&ependenes, Eissouri. the. route af the trads ran
_direetly ‘weat across Xensas to Dodge City where the traces parw '

H'"ﬁ*a.a One. eut southward . gwer a8 desert belt of Tifty miles,

- known then &s the Jornada (jaurney without weter) %o the Cimar;; S

. ron, from which the trace derived its nsme, From there it as-
" cended the river and, pagsing ‘south and west over the upper

" tributaries draining the Canadian, it gradually climbed toward

Lag Vegss Mesa. Up on Las Vegas Hesa, the trace: ceme to the .« .
- . panks of. & lit_le sbream krown a8 the Mora River. Its waters - .

© flow down inte the Feeea to the Rio Grands and on 1nto The Gulfﬁf'

Of Mexica. R ‘:. : K , . : o . e

Tha Mountain Rcute went 5?5 miles up the banka of tha

' Arkansas, across. vast undulating. yrairles, ‘govering with lush

- grass. and traversed by rows of cotiomwood lining the ‘stresms, }hf~;f:
.. At the foot of the Gangre. de Gristo Mounxalns, where Bent's Fort
" was established in 1829 a8 & gataaring place of mountain- ﬁrapaf

© " pers and a wey-station on the route to Wew Mexico, it turned

‘southwest up the valley of the Purgatoire River toward the Spehe
ish Peaks, ‘and ‘then bore directly south, threadine 1ts way be- .

- tween the Sangre de Cristo snd M%, Reton, ‘Descending by pre-

, eipitous arops, which s late as 1844 tried the skill of veb-
‘eran wagoners and explained 8. decided. preferenee anong prairie

" traders £or the desert trace, the ¥ountain Route came out. on -

' Las Vegas Mesa, Then, united at the Mora, the trail defiles’

' “through the gorge of the upper Pecos, whose webers tumbling dovm <
- from:the southern extremity of the. Sangre de Cristo end wearing =

& channel across the Glorieta Mesa -- a southern continuation
of Las Vegas Meas - afforded to wagon. transporis the only nat~ _
;ﬁural gataway north af El Pasa from the east into bhe upper




valley of the Rio Grande.” This goTRe is known as, Apache Pass. ‘

Fourteen miles bayond lies Santa Feu

: A Missouri trader and trapper by the name of Beeknell
credited with opening up the Santa Fe trade. He 'set out. withr
& small party from Arrow Rock, Missouri, September 1 iszl,

) and ‘ascended- the Arkansas River t6 what he deacribed as the.

N/

- left fork of the Arkansas, prebabiy the Purgatoire River. 22/

A littla later th&y were. struggling through what must have. been’ -

Raton Pags, 23/ ' Going southwerd, Becknell struck the Cane-" -

dian River end’turned westward up this stream, regching Santa -

Fe on November 18. 24/ He and his party were wermly received.

by the n&t1Ves, Becknall wes. &0 honored. guegt of the governer._ﬁ“
The expedltion roturnsd, ana_paid out & 1500% profit to

those who had been so forfunate as to invest! 26/ Rumors of

-the fabulous profit ‘spread over Missouri., Becknell returned ;

the naxt year by a route approxtmating what was afterward known .

as the Clmarron trace; . the party simost pardshnﬁ from thirst onf f;i‘ ﬂ

_%he Jornade, 27/ But the. profits of ‘the trade indic&ted by oo
Becknell's firet: expeéiticn were worth great hardship,’ Bafore -

long the. dust_on the tratl: began to ‘thicken. In 1885. ‘acoord-
‘ing o Gregg, ninety proprietars and altogethar one hundred.and -
thirty men made the trip. ““/ “Benator - Benton of Missonri. hai}

become so interested in the possibilitlics. ‘the trade zg o
~{ntroduce &.bill in Congress ssking for an aggrogrgatigg 1o

“build s_road to.Santa fe.- A modest sum of $80,000 was voted.,

of- this, $20,000 went. for. treaties with the Indians whose

"'territories the rosd was to cross, $10,000 went for & syrvey ;_{:_r=3

and Yhe ‘placement of markers, 30/ Benton's so-called "road" ..
followed the Cimarron route, . ‘Before long, however,. the markers

" were washed ewsy oF blown sway, They were somewhet sunerflu»

- ‘ous, for the’ treil never hed the. rigidity of & rallroad or &’ = e
. modern highway e gt least not until. it resched. the. junction or,; o

- the. traces‘ "It wes @ living thing which. changed snd wandered

W[ and’ grew, "It was mo} names upon & nap - it was peoples. DGOplef” 

singing, ewesring, sweating, fearing, fighting, gos .- :

traveling
ing in elouds of”
gitting around great fires st night, bunters, trappers, traders, .

soldiers, eminrants, of &ll degrees of 1ntelligence, virtue, and- ;2

vice, of most races; . pound together only by a common hardihood
-'and . a common. exposure to The vesineas end des K1) '
OF the Vrens-Missourl wildernesa.“ g;/

Before the Mexiaan ﬁar military protection to the Santa Fe
traders had been scenty. ~In 1828 a series of" Gomancha and Kiowa
depredations on the Trail cauaaé & furore in. “the Missourd ‘et~

tlements and an insistent demand was mede that the Federal Gov~ e

ernmant send troops to protect the carav&ns. In the gp*ing Gf

“dhst by ddy, plowing through quicksand and mng;“ﬁ" '1 ;- =




fS1839; Major Bennet% Riley was erdered to take four companiea of _
" $he'Sixth Infentry and accompsry the treders as far as the In-;:ﬁ;
| ternétional bounddry, 32/ Riley exceeded his literal orders, .

o A shnrt time after the caraven hed crossed “into Mexican ferrie -

o tory it was beset by 'a horde of Kiowas. Word was sent beock. to3'

ZV;Riley, who . promptly*m&rch@ﬁﬁmariean traops ‘into Mexicamn Terri-

"'tory and put the Kiowes to flight. 38/ Riley retired to Chou-
. teau's Taland in. ‘the Arkansas and waited the- ‘return of the

" ‘traders, B4/ On the return trip the train was escorted by.

 Mexicen troops. A large group of. Comanches and Arpphoes swooped

“'-ammunition at . a critieal point in their. attack. Tbe furious

;‘-eVery small p&rty down the Trail.*

"t:c'down upon 4ty - Unfortunatel} for them, the Indians gave out of/; S

. traders pursued and sl&ughtered them,wzth such samawe cruelty

:’j&S to shoeh evea -the Hefiaan regulars.:-~ 'J:}

S Only twice was the experiment of sendmng military escorta

repeateﬁ.; At 81l otler times the treders were foreed to rely”
" on themselves for protection, . In reality, the large caravang .
L did ‘not seriously waent, for protection,. Santa Fe csravens were o
veritsble moving fortresses. "The traders soon learned that mne =

% ‘one cared s much for their skins as they did themselves. Their ,;[3;15"

 '0ccupat1ons made tham %ooé ahota and superb riders, they were
flercely selfsreliant and they knew the ways of the In&ians' Lo
o In effect ‘they became . soldiers in’ their. OWLL, defense - Dbetter ..
. - soldiers thsn the government could have epkisted. and sent-into

‘the Pield." 26/. It wes the solitary travelers eand small. trains

“thet met Massecres ‘at the: ‘hands of the Comanches and Kiowas, .
- The govermment, of course, did not’ feel that 1t could,escort L

Lo Thus Wi ﬁhe Santa Fe Trail when Grlonel E. V. Sumner rgde
"_out in “the: eariy spring of 1851 o select the site for hig -

. mester post., More then a mere "line of communication™, the - .

Trail was s grest: avenue of: ‘commergs whose yeerly: volume was :
. beglaning to run into millicns of dollars. Nor had the zenith :
- of 1ts importance been reached, . Trade with Santa Fe and:its =

' apvirons was nBW'unhampered by the prohibitory taxes of Armijo-.

“and promised to. resch ameziig. proportions. _Hestward travel ‘had

~* recelved another great impetus & short time before. On the .

- ged the mountsing inte California in 1858, & nugget of ‘gold was

property of. an cld Sarcta ¥e trader nsmed Su$ter, who ‘had crosé,},fii

" found by ome James Wilson Marshall, 37/  An influx itto Cali-
- fornia began in the spring of 1849 thet'is ‘unpareileled- in the
history of any. state. Independence, Missouri, &t the hesd of
~ the Sante Fe Trail, became.the rendezvous of thousands of gold
“seekers, While the greatest mmber chose what became known as’ o
- the Northern Route o Csliformia, up the Plattes. and across the
‘*Territory of Utah, the Santa ¥e Caravan: Raute was next in.




:importance. §§/ It was knnwn B8 the Southern Raute. At Santa',-;wff‘r "
- Fe this route aeviated 1in. @ifferent directiona, by the old - e

. gpenish trail round the nmorth banks of the Colorado: crossing .

Rio Virger to Mojave River and desert, and through - Gajon ?ass o

o Los Angales, by General Kearney s 1ine of march through

“Arizons,. along the Gila; by that of Golonel Cook down the Rio--
 Grande and westward across the Sonora. tebleland to Yuma, - gg/ Lo
" At the time of Fort Union's construction the stesdy. shream of_'»ﬁ*f"
- fortune hunters %o California had notnotieeably gbated. Ine . .
~desd, news of the great sirike was just reaching the ontlyingf I
fsections of the south and sast. e IR

: Twitchell cites another Teéason. far Sumner' selection ofFﬂ
“Mora Riwer site for Fort Union, besides. 1ts strategic value -

U fop ‘the protection of the Trail., This was the value of the RN

.'1locality as a forage preducing reglon, knowledge of which
‘Sumner had’ geined while in command of Kearney s 3ragoons in

1848, 20 ___/‘.

.:. -"lO_. .




S III. o : _
CONSTRUGTTGN GF THE FBRT AND THE EARLY YE%RS

Fort'Union was placed on. ‘the ws$t gide of the grassy valleyLi?xff"

'”1rézmed by Gallinas Mountain on the east and = mesa on the wogb,

. oY made %hese changes can be fraced %o his violent. dis; ust at

41/ At the point where the fort was placed, the vallsy is about

 four miles wide, broadening out both to the morth and south,. 42/

' Mumerous canyons cut back inte the mess, ‘the lavrgest of which is
called Big Canom, about two miles ebove the fort. 4%/ 'The Mora
River cute through the mesa inm- thersouthwest corner of the res-
srvation, which was eight miles squeve, 44/ Sharp sandstone

. bluffs, wooded with cedsr end pine, define the valley on the.

- west and command the, fort o such an extent as o lead other
officers to question Summer's judguent in its location. 44/
Later on,. Canby wes $0 move the fort further. out in- the center
of the valley, in anticipation of Ccnfederats attaek.‘ AT

. The construction of Fort Unien, and cther pasts mantionee g
- above,. was begun by troops whom Sumner abruptly ‘removed . from the
~ New Mexican towns. His own heaﬁquarters were. taken 10 the em- = =
 bryonic Fort Union from Santa fe, - ty with which Sume g;:"

1ife in the: NeW'ﬁeEican towns, ~He felt that 1% was working To-
Ward the-complete demoralization of the Americen soldiers.. .
Sumner held that the whole population of New Mexico was belng -
kept up with Government money, which was probably not far from

- ®he truth. The inhebitants of Sents Fe were: ‘especially blatant 2
“in pretesting the removal of the: center of the military estab-

l1ishment from their midst. The bewhiskered old colonel poured

. out a full measure: of scorn on these people in & report to the

: Aﬂjutant General% }ﬁg g oL .

"I reaehad Santa Fe on the 19th cf July &nd assumed
commend of the Department, My first step was to °
‘bresk up the post at Senta Fe, that sink of vice and
of extr&vaganoe, and to remove the troops and. publie
property to this place {Fort Uniom). 1. left one come -
pany of.ertillery there and shall have & eavalry st

©. i tion within striking distence of that place &uring

- the coming winter (Galistea}-qy

':_I understand that many applieaﬁions h&Ve been made
.%o the .Government by the people of Santa Fe to have
~ the troops ordered back there. I have no ‘hesitation
.+, in saying that I believa nost af these applications “H
o ' proceed directly or indirectly from those: who. haye
hitherto managed to live, in some way; from the

o




";*extraVBgant expenditures of the Government I '
Wtrusﬁ their petitions will not be heeded,;»g

_f;_I have §1so wlvpdrawn ﬁhevﬁroops rrqg,the town,/af ar
__;Las;yagaa, Rayaldo, Albuquerqug, Ceboleta, Sogorro,. -
. "DonR Ang, San Els%ario, and Xl Pmso, end.I‘have ..
4:.established thig post (Fort Gnion), near the Mcra
‘River, and on that 11ne of commuﬂication with: the
Missouri frontier,
;ﬁlﬂeadquarters B general de ot-
- Iiehed & post on- the o-Grande
" ne#r E) Paso,- one at Valverde on the geme viver . S
i - {Pts Conrad), end one et Cenon . Bonito (Pt. Defianee).'-‘“
- These. posts. have ali- been selegtod with & view-to.
L eultivation, 88 well ag the defense of the . frontier, R
- and’ they are now being built by the troops and- the . -
expense’ will be’ very small, I designed establishing'
& post-in the Utah country this fall, but it is so
o late I am obliged to postpone 1t till spring.

I have aisa estab— g$~
{Fort Filimore)

'”I ccn&idar the withdrawal of the troops frum the SERRE RN
- towng a ma¥ter of vitel 1mportance, both es regaras DR
fdiaeipline ‘and ecoROmy .. It is unquestionably true
. that most of the. froops in this territory heve be- . .
<. come.in & high degree demoralized; and it can only R
- 'be accounted Por by the vielous: associations -in these
_;towns“ These evils are so gresat thet I do not expecfp“
‘40 eradicate. tham,entirely, until T can bring the -
SR troops together, in. ooneiderable boéies, fnr disci-;'?-‘ S
‘"ﬂ.-pline and instruction.' gg/ T .uf'

e ‘"In the seme order by which he moved the headquarters from

" Santa Fe to Fort Union, ‘Suntier directed the discharge of all ™
'-citi%ens epployed ih the public gervics in. New-MexicoL_exeeptingﬁ
a fow glerks, 48/ The. transfer of the guartermaster etores to

:‘Fert Union from Senta Fe wes accomplished in twenty days, almost ’ff.1L;
. ‘exclusively by public wagonsj all citizens employed ‘in the quar- . -~
'_,'termaster’s{dapartment had been diseharged shortly before.~3z/;;

" Becauae of the fact that Sumnsr was awey much of ‘the time ;f.'=1”

during Fort Unton's eonstruction, Lisutenant-Colonel F. B,

*”ﬂumMrmdmmrmS.&mw,%mqumﬂwmﬁw,wwﬂffﬁ”'A

intended. most of the actusl buil&ing. Sibley describea the cam«:-_-‘
pleted post as: follows: ' : _ _ R R

o tﬂine sets of officers' quarters, eaeh sat - with  '{5'{
. oneexeeption, which is composed of thres rooms aad
& kitchen -~ 18 feet long and 15 Teet wide.  These .

'*quarters have earthen rcofs‘ and five of: them have,jl-;“?ff _,f,f“




'*‘ﬂin addition, hoard roofs. The other sets of quar- ".
ters will also be covered with board. roofs, as. soon .

. ;&5 lumber for the purpose oan be saved, anﬁ it Qan N
‘-”eonveniently be dnne‘ - IR

'Q.Two barracks - 48 feet 1ong and 18, reet wide, with

. two wings’ 50 feet lang and 16 feet wide, board =_Ef¥_*f7'
o froafe.'_f*‘ Sl

;~;Q£Hosnital - 43 f@et long erid . 18 feet wide, With & o
e , wingx46 feet long and 16 foet wide, ‘board roof.,, '.1g

S JTStorehause - 190 feet long and 24 fset wide, with
‘aiijﬁa wing 45 feet long an& 16 feet Wide, board roofs. S

* Gommand1ng,0fficer$' Office ané G- Gaurt ﬁartia&
_Room - 48 rest wide, earthan roof. A]i : :

-,Lfoficas for Agsistant Quartermaster and Commissazy
-.of Subglebence = 38 feet long anﬁ 18 feet wide;

-{]earthen roof,.

W - 3»00 fee’b long 8,11& gg fGE‘b Wide':‘ i Lo

s‘board roof. e

Guard Hbube and Prison.n &2 feet lang and 18 faet '

71 W1de; sarthen roof, T

'fi'Blacksmith's and Whaelri :t's Sho
”fzand 18 feet wide* baar& roof. :

vBakehouse - 31 feet long and 1? feet mide* earnl_
‘_then roof. : x : L S

'?:jIce House - 20 feet leng and 30 feet wi&e; earthsn i
_{roof, covered by board roof : ; - _

f'Quartera for Lauadresses - 114 feet long an& 1$ reet
’_Wide, six roems, earthen reof. A _ _

CIn addi%ion, yards ‘to: five ‘sets of . officers quartera '
have. beenkanclosed &nd two corrals have ‘been made, -

zﬁgisq;féét[iﬁng‘u~7 f

 each 100 feet square,  The lumber used 1n the construc-jjfif J'

_-ﬁion ‘of these buildings, with the exception.of 14,872

feot, has been sewed at the post.. Forts Defiance, - s

“Filimore, and Conrad ave . similarly eonatrueted, 1ack~ .
1ng an icehouse.' __/ ; o

1
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Whila most er ﬁhe abave building was 1n progress, Sumner , 
'-“was on'a. lengthy but unsuccessful campaign against the Navajos._

'”-f'He had started out on the L7th of August with four compenies of j-f“!“'
L -dragoons,’ ons. ‘of artillery, and two ot infantry. The Navajos -

._ueluded the troops and Sumner did not succeed in’ dealing. them & -
“‘decisive blow, ss he had hoped. 50/ &% Canon Bonito, Fort Dee
fiance was established 10 check The Navajo raiders, 51/ Major

- ,;Backus, with five companies, wES left &8 8 gerrison aud the _
e ramainﬁer of the celumn returnad to- Fort Unien. §§/ e

In the followin&‘spring an 1nteresting experimant Wag, m&de.*"'

" 'The heads of War Departmant conceived the ides -of having the

'troops provide for g pert of their own sustenance by the oul- -
tivation of crops on the. various post’ reoervatioas. Genereal

‘{*Scott penned ;-1 gsnaral order nutlinina the scheme, and  the: sola'”‘

. diers 8t Fort Union baeceme part-time rarmers, §§/ Through Pro-
- bably no fault of their—own, they Were ﬁomplete f&ilures at PR
 the1r new avocation. ;' - 8 o : .

" At this time ﬁhere were at Forﬁ Union three eompanibs of
- the First Dragnans, two companjes of the Third Infentry, and

" ome ordance ﬁetachment totall;ng &09 effiaers and men, gg/ e

i Sumner and Indian,Commicsioner Calhoun concluded 8 treaty' i
-with the Nevajos shout this ‘time, which the Navajcs epeedily
. broke,” §§/ “The New Mexico: Press championed the csuse of fron»_

' tier defense and took Sumnper %o ‘task for such peaceful poli-.

. cies snd lsck ef‘military energy. §§/ Sumner retaliated Mareh |
B, 1853, with a newgpaper article. slurring the populsce of New

. Mexico. 57/ He proposed whal améunted to the abandomment of
- the Territory to the Indians, . daelaring that the Goverrment
© should igsue the- inhabitants ‘guns. ‘and let them ‘defend them-
. selves, - 0f course, - the natives were infuriated ‘And’ demanﬁed

'j 1 Sumner’s reeall, which was ordered 1n ¥} shert time-

" ¥ecked the. _system in his

- As a matter of faet, ‘the situation in New'Mexico was ‘o
fault of Sumner's. He was & capable, effieient army officer,
" but as eppears above, utterly intolerent of eriticism. The
fault lay in the gysten ef‘ﬁafenae, promulgated by aecretary
. of War Conrad,'oonsisting of a chain of fixed posts; weakly .
~garrisoned. Mobile Indian ralders struck with the rapidity
.of 1lightning and fled Yo & hideout in the mountains, By the
-bime word wag ecommunicated. to the neareat army post end s pur-
ogalt organized, the Indisns were miles away. ”Ola Puss and -

'1F33Feathers” g he G naral-in—ﬁgigz&_Agé for.some years at~‘t;' Co
wal report. He advocated a greater._-_"'

‘:aconcentration ef forces in e few pos_s and a system of mounted

BT VR




"patrols which should stantly scour the counxry for'Indian

I  %raiders. B8/ Congresa ignored the -recommendations until’ 1854
?ﬁf'and then voted three regiments of mountea tr0098a'hhﬁ--ﬁ' e

Tha story of the early years of the fort’s existence then 5 H'

':a-‘is & story of futility._ Its garrison had been cut  down to -

garrison other posts -< Fort Defiance, Cantoment Burgwin, Fort‘?}w

. Webster, Fort- Massachasetts, until in 1853 it considted ot only A

. - fwo companies., __/ In: November 1853, fourteen men and & sers:

geant were sent in pureut’ of a bend of 200 Utahs, 60/  Tust

:;:ﬂwhat these fifteen,weuld heave done 1f they had: been 80" unfor—
" funate as# to cateh the Indians 1s 8 matter of conjeeture._ The

| Vifollowing February, thirty ceval

i ‘eTe sent: after s band of -
Indians who had stolen ¢attle and maltreated herdemen on the e
property of one Waters. §5/ Witness the post commander, Cap-
‘ﬁ—tain.Macree's instructiensz ' TS AL S

_-'xr yau find these Indians in camp or otherwise, '
. .your Pirst duty will be surround: ‘them or cut orr
. 8heir retreat o broken ground ~-. then,. it ‘ap~
- pearing thatb they are a gmilty party v demanﬁ
- the surrender of the actual mareuders.  If they
L are delivered or pointed out, have them severely
- whipped, and take & PORY &5 &n . 1nﬂemnity o My, "
- :Waters: 1f they make a plausible exsuse,. of their
_ .iinability Yo surrender the depreﬁatcrs {anad tims,.
. if necessary, may be given whilet you keep the AR
-7 Chief.in your power), then selze horses or ponies =
- ‘double the amount. in value of the: stolen animals,
~In case of resistance or insolence or of their be-
. ing overteken flying from your pursult, attack them. f;-
‘f You will, of course, use your: discretion 1n unfore- B
‘seen. cireumstances.:ﬁgg/ e i

_'_'a scout dewn the: Canadian, hed a brush with the Apaehes in whieh - ;.
-+ their chief was slain,” 63/  Before Lieutenant Bell could return
. %o the Fort, these game AgacheS'ware reported in the vicinity of
the - post herd by the’ -$urgeon who had proeeeded out ‘to- care:-for

?;A detachment of fifteen men under Lieutenant Bell while °nﬂ_-r*:7"“

- Bell's wounded. - 84/ Thne harassed lieutenant had to burry to try if =

© . ko save Fort Union's beef. Captain Macree plead for- roenforee-‘“n-‘

'-’ments, 1t being time for the ﬁrains to leave for Missouriz

"I can muster and effectively amm but 36 ef my only
- company of dragoons; 13 of thess T expect to send on
the 14th tnsiant (March) to meet the meil 101 miles -
yrram here -- 8 defensive: measura, and the merchants .
.. of the territory gt this se&son sent their trains to
'Z‘Missnuri for goods. ! §§/ : T




‘ General Seott in 1854 adviseﬁ the abandonment of useless;ﬁw,
posts, & moderate increase: of strength, ‘and the esﬁablishmenﬁ :
. of battalion’ cantonments 2t strategic points with a view to
’*“suppbrting mobile columnsz L i L

"]'When at rest, 1nstruetion and ﬁiscipline would be'f-
advanead, and each battalion, leaving & small goard - i
.. bebind, might. i column,  compoged of at legst a por- -a.Tv
i tion of ecawalry, be instructed to meke sn ‘gnoual
. eireuit through the nearest Indian eountry —- always-__
“'in & eondition to-pursue. and strike -~"in'order to .. - e
-;1:foverawe hostile: machinations and .%o punish violﬁtionrﬁ‘-¥!~ .
© L of peace. . Similar viaws have: oftentimes ‘been.pre- . -
~¢,sen$ed in‘my. annual reports, beginning with 1842, Ly
“but’ from the want ‘of troops bhey have been only parwf*lvﬁ' PR
~;tially put inta praetice., §§/ R F SNt

o In these plans General Scott bhed- the hearty approval of P
fﬁ‘_Secretary of War Jefferson Davis. In 1854 Colonel Josephi&. F. &
" Mansfield (later major General; killed leading a corps at Ankie-3' 2
- 'tam) made a:tour of inspection of NQW'Mexican posts, with & view ||
fgjnf:recommending which posta be’ abaﬂ&oned. “Colomsl Wansfield ‘ade
" “wyiged ‘that Fort Union be held, Note how this ermy engineer, who'
~later was to prepare the defenses af'Waahington, sized up the
e_flocation and valae of Fort Gniont'*-%w‘ T : :

3 jf'Fort Union is situated at the foot of $he Mssa op—“'

7 posite Gellinas Mountain on the west #lde of = velley " . - -
' _sﬁretching nearly north and- south, say &8 milaa, About- e
. 7-miles to the southward’ is Barclay's Fort on ‘the Mors

~;'fRiver, ‘whence the old rosd to Senta Fe crosses the vel- =

ey, About 15 miles to the’ northward the road from the . .-

. valley: ‘of the Mora crosses’ the' velley. and 5 miles fur= . . S
. .ther is Ocate Creek, and 3 miles further still in'a can»j;; ‘  L

“yor of the mountains is e ferm. attached to this post.
2 This valley 1s well adapte& to grazing and large quans -

. tities of ‘hay are anaually cut on the Ocate Por ' the - . .~ -
- publie animals, . This post is now. directly on the. shcru'ﬂ’**

© T test o road o ‘Santa Fe, s change having been effeotea o

. through the exeértions .and reconnaissance of Major T N._ 3

'Garleton.‘U. 8.  Dragoons, to opsn the Toad to the nurth—j .
ward off Wagoa.Mound and G&llinas Mountain, theéreby = L
saving in distence sbout 13 miles and by the exertions _.]ﬁ
~.of Major Sibley, U.S. Quartermester, to open the road = "
" from the post to.Las Vegas direct, thereby saving ey~
- eral miles in’'distance wesiward. - Thus situated, it is ' =
<o well located for a depot for the.supply of the more - .. C
-thern posts, direct to Burgwin and Fart Massachusette
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through the valley of Taos, and to Santa Fe and Al-g et
“buguerque ‘either via Burgwin. or Las Vegas, - 1t is
. well sdepted for. kaeping beef eattle and supernumﬁ R
. Merary ﬁragcon horses snd miles, ete. The supplies = . -
. of flour, corn, and hay and fuelft sre obtained from: B
" the neighboring valleys as conveniently as sbother .o
" posts in New Mexico and on reasonable terms. . The’
- buildings of all kinds erve as good ag. at any pcqt '
gnd there seans to be eneugh of them to satisfy the
~demand of the service. It s 1m§ortant however,
. 'that a good wagon road be opened to. ¢ross the ﬁcra
Mountsing dfrectly to Burgwin about 12 miles south.
of Don: Fernandez de Taos, and a distance of about 50
‘miles. For this object I would recommend an appros
priation of two thousand dollsrs. For & sketeh of
this valley and & ylan.of the gost see C and D here~
_wath appendad. BRI _ S .

‘The post is established on-a raservation of eight g
miles square and 1like the ferm is claimed by Clis g
Czens, It was commenced in 1881 by Brevet L. col,
L Ey Be Alexander of. the ‘Bth Infantry snd. continueﬁ
" successively. by Brt, Major T. Hs. Carleton, 1st,
.. Dregoons and Major G. Morris of the Zrd-Infantry -
7 and Boda L. Col. V.. Brooks,: End.ﬁrtillery; It is
v too. close under: ‘the Mesa for a tenable position.
' sgeinet an enterprising enemy, unless the immediate .
* " helght be oteupied by a Block House, whith could ™ ~* . ..
-veadily be done.’ It seems to heve been selected on
account of & good apring of water and will undoubte
‘-‘_,edly answer a very goo& purpese and ahould be: re- R
ufltained. E : _ ”__'“

"ﬂTh*s loeality, like that cf the Mora Vailey and the .

.. sources of the Pecos River; is ezposed to the depre-' . .

- dations of the. Jiearilla Apache gnd the Utah Indians:*‘~'-~
‘who frequently are quite annoying end troublesome.

| Q'Z/

" The- farm, to whieh Golonel M&nsfield referred, nad besn giv~-' S

o ing the* pest cammander ss mueh trouble as the Indians, January
20,1854, Captain Macree réported to hesdquarters that the corn . .

- produced on the farm was costing.the Government $5.14 for labor f“ o
-alone, while better corn could be purchased on the market for e

@5 00, ___a/.: :

. In 1855, a band of - Utahs having committe& depredat1ons along
Lthe upper Red Riv: ¥, Colonal Thomas T, .Feuntleroy, now commands L
ing. at Fort Union, was, sen$ against them. Ee_overtook them at _5u;;'
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i'fcochetopa Pass wi+h & forca ef 560 regulars and volunteers and
'1nflicted 8 defeat “selﬁom, if ever, equalled in the United
States.” 69/ Forty Indians were killed =y large number wounp -:“

’, ded, and six captured.; i

185? brought trouble witb the Hbrmons in Utah. "hay Were__:._*‘

. 'ﬁurporteﬁly flaunting eivil suthority, and an swmy of 8,000

;  was sent into -the fterritery o restore order..Vo/ Thig dralnéd
* New Mexico of troops. The depleta& garrisons were insuf jeient.
" 4o -check the Indians and outbreeks pceurved 21l over the Pepa

- ritory. By 1858 there were only 147 men st Fort Union under the

.commend of Captein A. T, Lindsey, 71/ There were only 1687 ™~ =
- men in $he whole department distributed smonz twelve postsﬁz_/ ,;ﬂi=” o
Almost this number had been. in the field actually eampaigning LT AR

e against the Indfens in 1856,

- From 1858 through 1860 Indian depredations in Néw—kexieo" 
_reached their peak, To illustrate in eold flgures: The Hig~

©torlesl Register and Dictionsry of ‘the Uy 8. Army. lista e

-aetions and expeditions 1ﬁ‘which the army wae en@aged during
‘these three ye&rs.;zg/ Eorty-fcur of these wers. in New Mexico.

R From the end of the Mexicen ¥Wer %o the begiuning of the Civil-

War et Fors Sumter, the army hed sngeged in 196 actions and

: 'expeditions, 76 of thege were in the Territory of NEW'hexico.;

.74/ Over half of“the Indian troubles {n New Mexico for the - o
cperiod 184@-1861 measured by the ‘eriterion: of the nnmbar of STy

actions and expnditions, occurred in 1858*59-60. ST

An eztrema reorganization of frontier defense was planned. e
Between July ond September 1859, Lisutensnt Colomel Joseph E, . -
Johnaton nede a tour of 1nspectian of .posts in the Te%ritory
-and, of course, included Fort Union in Wis itinerery. 78/ .

'1f'colonel Thomes To Fauntlaroy assumed command of thﬁ Department

on Octeber 45, 1859,,_§/

o 'In an &ttempt te inject 2 new syirit into ‘the fron»_;_fﬁ~_"'. PR
. tier defense policy in New Mexico, Feuntleroy worked = . " DT
© out an slaborste military: reorganization program.

“Hie plan inolu&ed no-less than twelve proposals.-.ﬁ
' Some involved the abandcument of exizting militery .~
: positions. and the ereation of new ones; others pro»-~,]; .
' yided for sn intemgification program, tha strengthu B
.,_aning of mili‘tary poﬁ”’ﬁs. R i .

'The first oroposal relatea to Fbrt 521034 This postrﬁ" o

Feuntleroy desired broken up.and moved to- s point BT R
_northeast of 1ts existing position. The new locatioﬁ?h;L _ S
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'i*near the Qaton Mountains, Faunte;roy believed would 5
1;render more direct and adequate. protaction to- the ﬂu
“meil from. Independence, The new position would"

" aleo - be’ close to the: great Lomanche Trail and. de—

_ Tend @ larger area of frontier settlements, It was'l'jf#
‘40 be gerrisonsd: by one mounted company and one compﬁl‘r‘

' ;pany of infantry. .22/ 1_ S
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TBE CIVIL wAR

y ?auntleroy was nevsr able to %ake any steps towarﬁ put— =

 %ing his sleborate plan into effect, Events in the east had

~ ‘brought the country to the brink of Civil Var, He himself was
j'a,Virginian and resigned his. eommissien sarly in 1861 to ac- .
“cept & brigadlerwgeneralay in the Virginia State forces,. . The
~officer who had made Ane sour.of ingpection in the late sum—-:
‘mer of 1859 was, in 1861, made a full general of the Confede
.-eracy . end. commanded the gray forcel at Bull Run in the first

e ma;}or battle. of the War.

- Repercussions of the great conflict were soon to reaah
'tNéw Mexico and the Territcry wes 10 ‘experience sgain, within X
the space of fifteen years, anothar expedition bent on 1ts S
' conQuest’;-_j-: S o o S TR R

Galonel W W. Loring teek command of the Dapartmeat of
ﬂew hexico on,yarch 28, 1881, relieving Fauntleroy. Lcring

: :; wes a southern sympathizer (later & Confedernte major~general}
o When news thet Fort. Sumber had been fired upon and Lincoln had

called for 75,000 volunteere resched. Néw‘%exico, Loring was:
‘not.long in: tenﬁering hs regignation (Mey 13, 1861), 78/ °

‘- He remained in the Territory until June: 11, waiting for. tha  ;ﬁ
';President to . take astion. upon: it,  On this date he turned over-v

'fﬁ.jhis commend: £0 Lientensnt Golonel Edward R. S. Canby and left
- for. Virginza via Texas. 22[, EERNE _

The neW'departmental commander, a men of boundless enargy :

;;_-ff”énd capacity, rose to the situation adnirably; never for a.
Cocminute d1d his 1oyalty to the Union waver or hig eéfforts in -
©. 0 1ts behalf cease, Canby's first thoughts neturally eoncerned

_themselves with his line of supply. Hers was the great A4fPim
culty of his yosition, from a silitary point of view; bis 1line
of communications reached almost 2 thousand miles back to the .
Missoury frontier, This must be ‘kept open or his troops mush
perish or surrender; New Mexico, devoid of develoned resources -

— f}¢at that time, oould not support an army, Forb ﬁnion, athwart

- the junction of the two main latersls of the Santa Fe' Trail, .
- now became the vital point in the territory‘s defense, Reten- D
. tion of this post spslled the difference hetween vietory ‘and :
~defest, . 411 the strategy of ‘the goming Confederate. 1nvasioa L
“wes %o e directed toward Fort Union's capture. And. slthough'v,'
B1bley succesded in taking Santa Fe, Albuauerque, and every: .

;]town.of any importance.in the. Territory, and either took.or

o invested every other poat becPuse he failad SR takc Fort ‘f";



colcnel Canby 8 first communication, after assuming cam- -"' 
mand of the Bepartment, wes to the cemmanding officer at Fart

Union in regard to rumored plans of & band of Toxans %0, opere . o
,-atg against the supply traiﬁs from Missouri: gg/ :'ﬂ_@-m”‘i:&?;”"

:’Gemmanaing Offlcer, Ft. Unions

‘Sir‘ Information from private sources 1ndicates the
- poasibili%y of demanstraticn by the:people of Texes

against the supply. *rains on ‘the route to this coun<: PR

 try from the Missourl River and the lieutenant ﬁal»

AR ﬁ;onel*cemmandinw directs that the movemeﬂts of COlftim: -

- pany A, Second Dragoons, as directed by mpeeial 0r- - .
. ders No, 38 of the 13th instaﬂt, be suspended &lﬁo~ Do
- ‘gether, and- that the mounted foree of your eompany :
-be held in readiness for any movemant that may be _
7 necessary for the protection of the tr&ins.;_fnstruc~ o
- tloeniin detail will be sent to you in ] day or twa
. -by express¢ '
e Yburs respeetfully, sir
S AL Arderscn - :
qocond Lieut. Eth Inf. Act Ass’* Adjt uen.

gLieutenant Golonel William Chanman was in command of ?ort Union ,'“"
et this time,  He wag directed on’ Fume 19 to orgenize a smell .- G 10
-;-g}rparty of spiee ‘to opéerste in "the ecuntry eust of Fort Union.;_;/_ LR
-3 ‘A paragraph from the cemmunioation is significant: R R

-"Arrangements are being made bv the War Bepartment 4
© . for.guarding the liné of communications betwoen
. the Missouri frontier’ and this country, The éx-
Crdent af theaa arrangements is not’ fully ¥nown’ here, -
W'ﬂhut nge apprehensiana are entertalned exoent. for. the =
' trains that mey now be between.your post and the
: yrcressing of “the. ﬁrkansas. _If you should apprehend
. any danger Tor them, you will without weiting for .
Ainstructions, meke the bast arrangements that mey be
in your power for their protection. If it be neces- -
Cpary, in order o replace any-portion of your com»";}
- mand. thaﬁ mey be detached for this purpose, you ave |
- suthorized to ¢all into the service two oF ore Com~ -
. panies of volunteers to strengthen your command. oaa;:n-
" %he lieutenant’ calonel commanding does not wish the’
strangth of ths garrisan,tc ‘be reduced below éOG.’ gﬂ/

"The next day Canby sant to the Adjuuant General's offiee the '

observations and recammenaations regarﬁing tha sfsta ef affairs in s
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“”*”:men and two companies of infaniry should be orr nized: to, escort‘.3 :"

ZVNQW'Mexieo. Ee advocated strongly garrisoning three posts - '  _
“either Fort Fillmore or Fort Bliss and Forts Union snd Stantonm.
. Thig wes to be done with a view of (1) protecting the ine o
i_ihabitants of New Mexico from Indien hostilities, () protect- : =
- ing the Territory from 1nvasion, {3) guarding comimnications . .-
“with the Bast, 84/ On the seme day Colonel Canby called on -
the Governor of Yew-Mexico for three ccmpanies of- volun#eers
 which wers "to aid im the proteetion of the esstern fromtier =
- of the Territdry end guarding the trains on the route from bthe
" Arkenges'to this depsrtment.™ 85/ These troops were: to. Tendez~
" vou at Fort Gn&on., Ganby gave orders that as soon ag these .
volunteers were eqnipned, an: expedition of at least 100 mcunxed-

" the trains from the Arkansas to Fort Union. 86/ Here were his ' f‘f ; .
instructions regarﬁing the detailed organization and conduct af;;;,j_;fi"-

'55;;_the expeditionss §2/

'The command will move lightly equipped ag- possible.
S o.and. will take. with it rations. for thirty days. oAy
. the- aervice will be perfonmed on or near the road,-
 wegon trangportation w111 be used, but ‘e few fresh
. mules should be taken to meet the contingency of
-ﬂiftamporary detachments if 1t should be necessary to
- meke any. A parﬁy of ten sples and guides will be
- attsched to the' commend; and particular sare should
be- taken in saleeting them, - You will please Andi-: :
. “cate to Captain Duncan that the lieutenant colorel: gom~ -
Lo manﬁing trusts entirely t0 his digeretion for the preﬁjfﬁ_,‘_;.ﬁ;
© . tiection of the. trains;. and that he will take sueh’ nenw S e
. guPes ag may, in his judgmsnt, be most. necessary to R
r‘iaccomylish ‘this object. . He thinks proper, bﬁwever,
. tosuggest that the command should be ‘kept a8 compact
agipossible; that‘no ﬂetachments shnuld ‘be made: 1f 1t
Lo 18 possihle to: #void it, end the eountry in his front
Coands flank shouid be- thoronghly searched by ths spies
"ﬁattaehed to his command¢ : L

I '”ﬁﬁarly in July 1861 several companies of artillcry and moun»‘zﬂ'fff
Loobed rTifles fram Toxag,: commanded by, Lientensnt Colonél John R. . .
Baylor, sntered New Mexico by wiy of EL Paso, 88/ ALl the posts & -
in the sauthern part of ‘the Territory fell into Confederdate hands_, ,

... ‘with the exception of Fort Craig. 89/ {formerly Fort Compad) Opn =

- July 27, the Union cause received a tremendous blow. when' Major

."'.QIsaac Liynde surrendered his entire, command of 500 well srmed reg- B

:;‘ulars, after abandoning Fort Hiller 50 the. Confeﬁeratas. gg/ e
This disaster coxipelied Canby to gather all his forces in the EEE R
: ;south at Fort craig. N : i GRSy




Baylar on August 1 1ssue& a yroelamation taking possass»
'icn of the southern helf of the Territory in the name and be. e
half of the Confederate States of Americe and designated Nesilla
- &8 the seat of government. 91/ Meanwhile, on July 8, Brigsdier-
. General H, H. Sibley was charged at Richmond, Virginim, with the =
duty of-.driving the Fedoral troops out of New Mexico. 32/ Sibe

ley d43d not remch Fort Bliss and asgsume command in person. until. P

~ December 14, 1861, §3/ "The Army of New Mexico™, as Sibley's

" brigade wig. callad, consisted of three regiments of mounted. 1nf'

- fantry, five compsnies under the oharge of Lieutenant Colenel E
- Baylor, two batteries, ‘and %hree 1ndependeﬁt companies _—f
'total of nearly 5,560 mem, . gﬁ/:ﬁ'- o :

‘ Canby haé haard rumors fcr snme tims that a large Confea* o
. erate force was planning the invasion of the Territory,. 'By;‘ﬂ ‘
“the first of ‘the year he weas. convineed of 'the truth of these: : -
_ 5/. A% this time Canby had 5, 546 4roops in his depart-,.
ment, 98/ These were malnly concentratved at. Fort Craig end.
. Fory Unisn=- 2,266 at the former, and: 1,140 at’ the letter. o
~~ Seven lundred twenty men were at Albuquerque, and 396 at Santa
1 Fe.-m_/ The renainﬁer were scattered through $he Territory..

L Governor Connelly. territorial governor of New Haxico, e~
ceived word from Canby to hold the militis in readiness to re-'

‘ffﬁinrorce Port Unicn. and Benta Fe. gg/ The. ﬁspartmental commandex
. himself went to Fort Craig where his greatest concentretion. of .o
- troops had been made, From Fort Craig Canby: planned to. cheek .

the 1nvasion before it ‘bead penetrated very far into New 1 ﬁexico.ij -

o CIn the midst of" all these trials whieh the Union cause was
3'“unﬁergoing, $wo revolts broke ou% in the departmsnt because of
“the failure of the governmént to pay and clothe the militia and

" volunteers as promised, 99/ One of these wes at Fort Union and

ifthe other at. Camp Connelly. 100/ Colonel Paul. ‘suppressed the

- revolt at Fort Unlon within & short time, but the commender at  _%.]3~-5

'“  Camp Connelly had a. great ﬁsal mere difficulty.»101/

= " The lsth of February 1862 ‘daw the' Gcnfederates 7. niles. bew
_ 1ow Fort Craig. ;gg/ 01 the QOth they camped across the Tiver

‘from 4t. 103/ 'The next dey &t a ford in the Rio Gwande, called -
: Valverde, B miles -above Fort Gralg. wag. fought the Pirst. serious

. battle of the New Mexican Cempaign. A smell Union force under
. Lieutenant Colonel Roberts’ brought ‘on the battle, but before long =
~both armies were’ engaged in & sanguina atruggle., The. Gonfeﬁerates S

were victoriaus, due to the fear and: inexperiencs of the U, S, Sk
‘Volunteer Treops, and Canby withdrsw hia troops to the proteetion T
;_of Eort Craig. 10&/ - ‘ o



Leaxing 8. small ferce 1o watch Ganhy at Fort Gzaig, xhe
confaderate main body proceeﬁed on up the. valley toward Fort
. Uniomn, their‘objeetive. ‘Upion forees at. Albuquerque ‘and Santa
. 'Fe fled st the advence of the Southerners, but sucoessfully
. brought g1 quarter of & millicn dollars wnrth of quartarmaster
"‘j'stores $0 ‘Fory Union,. ;gg/ c S

i . Golenel Paul, in comman& at Fort Union, wag 1n.more or less SR
Caf. . quandary. ‘Between Fort Union and Fort Graig wes the Gonp e o
. federate Army end communication with Canby was thus cut off. 106/ . -
.. Canby-had succeeaea in getting & messenger through %o Major el
- Donaldson in command’ 4t Santa. Fe,: ‘directing that officer Bo dome - . ..
%o his. relief, ‘but the order was given under the: impression that . -
_ ,_[—reinfercements were in Sante Fe from Kansas., 107/ Colomel Peul, =~
. howaver; began the organization of an exneditian to ralieve Jiae
_,Ganby. 108/ : RO , i SN

General David Hunter, commanding the Department of ﬁ&ngas,_ Cen T
had in the meantine dirséted the Acting Governor of Colorado to . .
- reinforce Canby 1in New Mexicos 109/ ‘Aeting Governor Weld hur- =~
" ried the lat Colorado imto Néw-ﬁexico, ;&Q/ They heerd at Pushlo . -
. of the defeat gt ?alverde and the sdvance of the Genrederates wpo
~ ~the Rio Grande.: _;;/ Disearding all but sctiial necessities, they -
- . hurried over snow covered mounteinous conntry at the.rate of 40
. miles a day, ;;g/ By Moreh 8 they were on the southern slops of. .
S the Raton Mountaing,  As. .they were preparing t6 bivouac, a cour=
Y. 'ter from Colomel Peul rode- into camp with information that the ‘
. Confederates were in Santa. Foy préparing to advance onm Fort‘ﬁnion.
118/ With only: arms ahd blankets, the "Pikes Pegakera!" gtruck.
L out immedisbely for the threatened post, marking all night and. R
¥ most of the following day. After. s brief half at maxwell’a Raneh, f.;?
?;:ort Unien was reachea 1n the evaning of. the luth. L i s

, At this time the conrederate situetion, as seen through the_ TR
* eyes of Colonel William Stecle.of %he Texas Mountsd Rifleg, was -
- none 00 pvamising, in spite of ‘the app&ran$ guceess of ‘Sibley's - -
. operations, 114/ ‘His report is remarkeble for its aceurate dis~g,ﬁ,js"
",:oernment of the military situation: lls/ SR e

: camn near Dona Ana
B TR AR Maroh (N 1862 '
3jGen¢ S. Gocper, Adﬁ. and Inspa Gen. ' :

- Gene“alz res Our aondition now 15 nearly @8 fol~-
- lows: Gen, Sibley, st or near Albuqueroue, with B
S -about 1,800 men; probably not well supplied with = °
. either ammunition .or provisions. Below Fort Graig,;:1;_
“jnot cver 550 serviceahle men., Between the two T




ﬁﬁxﬁfgortiona stand Fort Graig strongly fortified, and

cowidh still six guns, %wo. of them 24 pounders, and ;

":'garrisoned by about 3,000 men of whom 1,200 or

7 1,500 are Tegulars and Pike's Pesk volunxaars. the e
- remainder Mexigan volunmteers; provisioned for three ;_;.J
‘mouths,  Gen, Sibley wes preceded up the country by
(- aﬁmpanies of aragoons, ‘destroying supplies of. .

“all. ¥inds. It is stated that there were at Albu—

. .. and‘one at'Unien. These troops, with these msving
.]z;f”in advance of Gen, SiblEy and such other troops &S
. gan'be ralsed, will be msrched: ‘into-Union in: advance
v of ‘any movement on ‘the part of our troops.- Twe L
. regiments are reported to be on the way from Denver ;j-m
. %0 New Mexico. Ft. Union is represented as. being
L ;;strongly forﬁifieﬁ. Tt will thus be perceiveﬂ that
- -the prnhabilities sre that the entire territory,‘; .
g_with the exception of Fts, Union an& Craig, will: be -
S ~stripped of all public prcperty of value, and, that
. our army Wil find itself in the midst of. a.papula-;f
o tion of 80,000 sculs possessing no very friendly .. .0
"_sgirit toward BB -~ 8 country na&rly or quite- exhau-_ KR
- 8bed a8 regards forage and ‘other: army supplies, with
@ fopes ef nearly 1,000 men in & strong fori wifh
R abundanx supplies 1n our advance, a force of some’
| 3,000 (in Ft. Craig) in our resr, either of' which-
. is toosstrong 4o asseil with the meens 'at our come - L
¢~ mand. and a ‘populdation. stated, besides holding ere&its
‘;:'of'the Federal Goverment to-a larga smount, anﬁ we s
. *are witheuﬁ funds which are available ..,." S

Wm. Steele, ‘Col.. 7th Texas ;?‘ 
Htd, 211. LT T .?‘~ :

”‘u Golanel John.P. Slough wag in command of the Golorado regi~

ment. ‘It so happeied that his volunteer commisaion. antadated thek. o

" of Colonel Paul, who had bsen & major in the regular army.  Slough

L Wes: thus- the- ranking offieer at Fort Union snd, as Peal wrete,:
L "an officer of only six months service and without experiance, Lx‘-b_ .
Lo hakes precedence 0f " one of many yesrs axperience and who had fre* j‘,‘ o
. quantly been tried in battle!“ §L§/ A e : Lo

L ' th knowing of the arrival reinforeements from Golor&de, 7“
“1aGalonel Canby wrote Colenel Paul the fallowing letter: ll?/ :

E March 16 S
'Place no rel1anee on the New Mexiocan troops, ex»

cept fer partisan operations, and than enly when - f‘ R




7 the. dafn operatidns WALl Tot be affected by the o
L resulde Coneentrate all your reliable “froops until

.- formia errive. 1If in sufficlent force to. operate ~ ?¢"7'

_“the. reinforeaments from Kansaa, Calor&do, and Ca114f R

| ‘directly upon’; ‘the ‘enenyy. advise me of your plens,’

".ff,*in ordér that I way ccoperate, ' Ft. Union must be
. "held snd our eammunication with.the FEast kept open.r

.¥. Garlend is not so-important, If 1t cennot Be - B
- held, it should be destroyed, All other points are“f L s
~/of ‘mo importance., While ewaiting reenforcements. -

'harass the ‘enemy by partisan operations; obstruct -

-':this movementa, end remove or destroy any supplies s
© - thav might fall- into bis hande, This poet muet be
" held in -oprder to ocut off kis petreat,. Our - supplies

#111 last antil’ ths 10%h of ﬁpril, and cen be-made

L g st until the end, I it is necessary to abanaon‘*“ﬁJf";*".
o the post, everything will be destroyed, T will mmwe :

- from the post et the last moment, and without ene:

N brences of any kind. The sick and woundsd will. be

leftiat Limitar. In thia case it will be necessary
%0 effect & junction with your command, . T will ind1~-“'
- cate the Toute, end poiut of jupction verbally and Uy

' s&veral mesdengers. Keep the Adjntent General ad»r o
vised cf the - state of- affairs in -the department and
. .8dviss me of the arrival of reenforeemants¢ Do. not

L wove from Fi, Union 10 meet me. ‘until 1T aévise Jou of

L the route and point of Junction,® =~

Ed. R. S. Canby

BV the lath Oanby had. veeeived orﬁ *hat the lst Golora&b-:;:'

regiment wis at Furt Uhion. Gn that date he wrote to Golonel
Sloughs 18/ : : S S : ,

| Hﬁéﬁ Dapt. of ﬁrizona T T e
-'thﬁﬂra1g ﬁ.%ex., Mar, 18, e
1862, - - ( R

‘_:1: tcol~ I P. Slough, lst. Col, Vols.:;;i-'“'

"'Sir«: Keep your command prepared t0 make & junctien '

: cartridges per nan and gol Jeess If you have been

. .- ageinst the enemy, advise me of your. plens and move- f_ £f** }

with this force, I will indicete the time and route.
Move with as little baggage as possible,  Take no

~ - tents and “only the cemp equipege essential for com-
" fort. and effleiency. Ammnnication. at leaat 100"
joined by a sufficient forcs to act independently

S manta that T may coeperata; In. this you must be

L se




”-ggoverned by your own juagment and discretiou, but st
- nothing wust be left to chance. There is no necess ~ = =

. sity Tor.a prematura movement ou account: of . this posts
" We have flour to last until the 10th of next month -~ . .’

-7 (April) emd it cen be made to last until theead. I - o

. am Jerking: beef to serve as bread, 0f all other gupe -

* plies we have enough for three months. - The’ ‘question

i no% of saving this post, bub of gaving New Wexico '
- and defeating the: Confeaerstes in such & way that an -

* invasion of this Territory will never agein be attamr-.a-

o teds It is essential to- the . general plan that ‘this

‘post ‘should be- retained. Fort Union must be held and -

‘our communicetion with the Fast kept open.- If you move, AT
- a rveliable garrison must be left in it. The. communicau;;;}jﬁ3“kr
<. tion by Fort Garland ‘should also be kept open,: If it

- . cannot, that post should" be ﬁesﬁroyed.; A1l ‘other :

- points are of no importance._ While waiting for reen-

- foreements harass the énemy by partisan operations.,

_Obstiuct his novements and cut off Mis supplies. ‘Use

. 4he mounted ‘volunteers for these purposes ‘and keep the

- regular cavalzw'in reserve. Feed their horses well wae!

CEd. R. S. canhy
Gol. lgth Inf. COmmdg¢

S A violent controversy arose over: the construeticn or these
> instructions from Cenby., Colonsl Panl maintained that ‘Canby de-
o isired all VrQOps 6 remain at’ Fort Union to insure the Tetention
‘of that posts Slough ‘claimed that the instructions in the words
Tharass the enemy"” gave him license to’ conduet a field cempaign
' againgt Sibley's troops. Paul. tried ta dissuaée him and rsaeived,?
8 _,&this ourt. reply on.Mareh zﬁz ___/ o PN -

Hdars. Nbrthern Divisian F.:-f‘-'
Fort Union, W Mex,
C : ' ﬁar..zz, 1862.
- -’001. Gb R’ ?&ul: L7 : ;
' Gommdg. Eastern Dist. ?%. Union, New-%exicot

$ira I an instrueted by colonel slough to acknowa L._' e
“o o ledge the receipt of your communication of ‘this -
' date, =nd %o state in reply that the {nstructions
.of Colonel Canby are not only to protest: Fort Union, -
. but also to harass the enemy s "By moving the ‘command.
to or near Bemsl Springe both ends can be accompli-"
' ‘shed, and as the command will be between the enemy
" 'and Fort Union, the latter is as much protected as
-~ 1f. the troops Temained here. = By being at the Springs
- we ean. batter operate for. ﬁhe ‘double: purpose of haras« SR
 ‘sing the ensmy and proteeting Santa Fe from depreda- SRR
"tian. S , SR

Cw



CoIe the enamy at San Antonio are no stronger than re- j} o
- ported by Gapﬁain ¥elker, the $roops under my come -
. .- mand will:be sufficient to control their action. and -
e defeat them in ease of an attack.”_" .

i?;ﬁThinking that the eammand aaaigned by you can be-7€ L -
: ‘gpared for the ‘purposs nemed, -the Colonel command~ _

L ing aannot conssnt o leave aay portion behin&. o
"-"I have the honor to be, Eir. very resPectfully.  > ~ '

Yuur ohedient servant
.7 - Gurden Chapin

&7 53 Oaptain; 7th Iﬂfy’ Actg. Asét. A&J. Gea._ LT

5I2aﬁi;wrote again on Maroh 22‘

-_'In the nama of the department commander, of the
.. best interests of the service, and of the- safety
- of all the troopa in this territory, I protest
eagainst this movément of yours, made as it is two
 ‘days before the. time agreed on, and I conceive in.
... direct, disebeﬁienae of‘the orders of Golonal :

_Canby.? 1 /

To no avail. for on that data Slough marched out of Fort

'f.Unian with the lst. Golorade, a battallon of regulars, a com~ j.'

- pany of the 4th. Eew'Mexico, a detachment of Cevalry, and two S

g batterias of four guns -~ an aggregate. of 1,242 mepn, 12L/
' e ener. and- agggsssiveneas of 8 g_ghting clergxggg :
' :n, Sleugh’s campaign wag a huge success._-

Chivington, making a reconnaissance 1n force with about

"”!aﬁé-third of the command Qgggght on the battle of La Glorieta R

on March by & colliaion Witk & Lontederate force under .

" Major Pyron 06ET Pigeon's Ranch, 188/ Pyron's bettalion was-

- the Vanguard of Sibley's Brigade, A hot fight ensued and bobh

. majors- sent urgent requests for ‘reinforcements, 123/ The Gon~f'g;iik
.- federate Colonel Scurry was a$ Gallsteo about fifteen miles ol
away, 124/ By a foreed merch he reached Glorieta Pass the next

‘f‘morning. 128/ The remainder of Slough's commend came up during -

- 'the.night end the following day; the second phase of the battle._:j
‘_begun ahout noon. 26/ R c

: while thia battl& ragad fnrieusly on. the arternoen of. the'-
‘ z?th, with the Federsls being slowly pushed dbeck; the master .
stroke of the cempaign was execubed, Major Chivingtan, with -

“7‘ ;jabout 430: ofricers and pickad men, made a wide turning movementl'« ;_.7*




' i$ : sgg hnrses aﬂd mules..laﬁ/ T

. arcunﬁ Seurry's flank, fell upon tha small rorce guarding his_ S
- trains; dispersed it, anddestroyed 73 wegons filled with am-.
9mMMm,mmmmmmfw%%bm@@,wﬁmm'dMM%y
- .medieal @nd surgical stores -- a1l of the: equippage and-other
necessary supplies for & small army in eamp. ‘and on the march, :
127 “In sddition, Chivington's men bayonetted between 500 and i

- This proved the death blow to the Confederate invasion.
_There was nothing for Scurry to do except retreat in gsearch

So.oof subaistence. of whieh thsre was little ta he found 1o thié Voo
ff barran oountry.._ L ‘ S : 3

T Gelonel Slough wes eager to ‘press on in purSUit of the '
‘. hungry -and demoralized egpeny, but Canby sent an order to re-:
“tire. to Fort Union, 123/ He was teking mo chences of’ losing

the key to his whole. defensive aet~up. Slough, in® disgust

' resigned his commission. ;gg/- e

SRR With 1 POG troeps Canby marohed north from Furt Graig, _
‘leaving the remainder of his force under 801onel Kit Carson o
gerrison the fort. 131/ He met ‘Sibley st Albuquerque inm full
- vretreat down’ the valley. After some skirmishing, April’ 810,
-Cenby withdrew into' the Sendisg end awaited reinforcements from.
Union. 188/ On the 13th these arrived and Canby ‘prepared o
take the offengive,. ‘only to- learn that. Sibley had evacuated

: ;;Albuquerque. 133/ . The pursuit of the weary Gonfederates be-
gan -~ Canby on the ‘west eide, Eibley on the sash, At times

- the twe forces were opposite each other. A small skirmish was |
‘fought .at Per&lta, but. other than thisy the Gonfeﬁeratea were
allowed to egcape unmolested dcwn the valley snd back into..

. fPexas. 184/ . The New Nexicsns were:extremely: critical of Canby ”

for. his failure 0. annihilate OF: captura the ratreating columii,
- 128 " The- departmental - comnender defended his actions on the

-i*igrauné ‘that he had nothing with which 1o feed the Gcnfederates

..1n the event af thsir captura, inca his awn troops were half

One thing that had contributed to the precipitate retreat

-'"'uof the Army of New Mexico was the news that a large Federsl - e
i forée . was. advancing from Galifornia 10 retake ‘the captured pests

in New Mexico, ~This force was organized in California by Cole

onel James H, Carleton who bad conmanded Fort Union in the early '  ':'
' 1850'8. 138/ I+ eonisisted of about 2,350 men and proeaeaaé across .

Ari zona withoub opposition. 137/ Colonel Garleton held bis troops 5

..in Tuceon from May 20, 1862, %o Tuly 20 and then proceeded to s

':’Fort Thorn, which he reacheﬂ on Angust ?,‘and 1mma&iately com~”‘ 
nicated with Colonel 6anby._ / B R R




. on. the leth of September, 1863, having been promoted te .
fBrigadi&r General, Carleton’ assumed commend of the Departmant

+ of ‘New Mexlco, relieving Canby who:had alsd received = promo= . i ‘

~tlon t6 Brigadier General. 138/ - Just befors Canby gave up the
'1:command he organized an expedition to protect the trains from
gMissauri. 143/ e e B I A R R A

At the time Carleton took cemmand of tbe Department thare_ fﬂff '

. were 1082 troeps at Tort ﬂnion, 115 garrison: being double the'

.size of ‘any other in the Territory. l4l/ Cerleton callsd the =
o attention of the Adjutent General to the m,‘portance of Fort S
Q'Union 1n a eommunication of September 3a“_.f L e

*The great mass of subsiatence sterea which are ORI
“now in the Territory are at I't.. Craig and Ft. Union.-«-, :
These two, polnts will claim’all our efforts in their ‘"'””
defensa snould the territory be ‘agein invaded.* l43{

James H. Gar&eton'was a man of singular forecefulness. Ke

" rproseeuted the most” energetic and. sucoessful campaign. against

" ~‘the ITndisne that the Territory ha& known,  In 1863 Tive new posts

. were built, In 1865 Fory Selden was built,, The garrison at:
o Port Union was cut down to supnly the new posts, ‘but iy EL R i
© " remained the most important pest ip the Ta“ritory.. In June laea“,,“,'-
o there were 448 troogs ay Fort. Uniony ;&§/ : IR

Nb raspite WES given the Inﬁiana by Generel C&rleton; Tz#ﬁm—-= [

-;'ever they ghowed . signa of: makimg trouble, he immediately dispatched”

" a - punitive. axpedition against them, An order to ‘Lieutenant . 001-
" onel William Kaﬁullen, commanﬁer at Fart Hnion, ‘on: August l, l864,
is typinal. lé4f L i _ : _ -

qurs. Dept; of Réw.Mexice
, 13 Zante Fe, N.. Mex. e
e ' Sl EL e ﬁugust l, 1854
_':I.ieu’t. COLQ William ‘chﬁulﬁlﬂ; e
Commanding at Eort‘Union, E; Mex.
__Cnlenels ;I unﬁervtand trom Gol. Pearce that the Ind—““

‘{ans’ of the pleing. sTe’ very troualesome end menace the
:safety of the trains coming to: KeW‘Mexico. _oend with-

.‘:ovt delay Cept, N. S. Davie, in' command of Tty cav-. - . AL

“alry, fifty infantry, ang: with two mountain howitzers,.;-- R
© with fifty day's rations, by the Cimarron route’ tothe . -
. crossing of the ﬁrkansas, to render such aid as, in ,i'
his judgment, cam be sffected with such force. Gap—-f
o -tain Davig hes a earte ‘blanche to manage the matter g
... . he shall deam best,’ hﬁving the purpose in viaw for whieh
s .ghe 15 sant. . _ , : i L .




I am, eolonel, respectfully, ete. » N
: o o Jemea Ha. Garleton EERAEI
Brigadier General, Gommdg._}‘

S Let us foliow the expaditibn, which. was. anly one. of many;
" similer in- makeup and puipose, during the lasi two yeers of the
. war,  From & camp on. the Arkensas River, Captain Davis repcrted

; ths fortunes and fiadings of his commdna 1452 ' , s

'Gamp on.Arkansas River ,

Twanty—five Miles belaw

crossing _
' ' ‘ - August. 23, 1864
rw.;.Commanding foicer, Fart‘Union. Néw-Mexicc:

B have the: honor to report that uaar Reﬁ River I
'-lrmet four tralns returning who. reported that &
 train-had been attacked, teken; and five men killed =~
‘on Lower Cimarron, I offered the trains escnrt, C
- but they declined returning. Near Palo Blameo met " =
. Bhoemsker!s traln, who reéturned with me. At Ar- =~ .
. royo Vegas met Wabters' train with two otherss Wat< -
érg Teturned; the others declined, Near Rabbit Ber
met. Samson‘s traine. that had” ‘come’ through, reported_‘
,having been attacked néar Upper Crossing of Cimar~
L Ton, losing 130. mules; . the freight was being brought.
cinthy. returning ox trains,  Found the remains of. f1V8
men et Lower Cimarron scattered over the. prairie,
- which T had buried, On my arrivael here fodsy found
.~ camped two traluns for Fort Lyon, one for Fort Garl&nd,
.- one for Fort: Union, and one eitizen train tor Taos, . -
”-,These trains: while in: camp hers on the ‘Blet inatanﬁ,,_ ‘
T were.’ attacked.by the Inﬂians, killing ‘the wagommsaster
. of contractor's train, Fort Union, No. 48, taking all.
~the oxen of that train and. about 100 head from the:
others. I have sent Captain Butcher o eacort’ thess_g'] RS e
. trains to Fort Lyon ..., With the aid of Shoemsker's '~ . =~ .
-and Waters' trains will take “the: Fort Union train o T
‘Fort Larned, Will endeavor to have the freight sent~'*_.
forw&rd &8 go0n &8 possible._ Although 1 did ‘not gee .,'“
any Indians on the Cimarron route, found trails of
large partissj that are avidently'watching the trail*"
It will net be safe for trains without eseort b en ;.f;a‘

N‘ Sc-D&ViS’ c&pto 1313. IRfa
Gal._?ols. Gomdg. Bet.~-

s




Training of volunteer troops was sn. important Pﬁrt of the;;yfﬁf'“?“ 
~General Carleton outlined the -

cutine at Fort Union in 1864, T LT
. training of a VOlunteer company in Special Orders Nb. 17, May EE T e

B0, 18645

3 'of'The exiﬂencies of public aerviee requires that

- company. H, 11 Cavalry, Missouri Yolunteers, teke
. poet at Fort Union, N, Mex,; until further ordars.‘.
Ci - The commanﬂing offiger 2t that post is charged
7 with personslly seeing thet this company is put .

“intolm sbate of drdll, diseipline, and good order' N

- Heé will have two arills e day every week dey
.ome ‘on foot and one  mountedj will: ‘have the. offi—
~ters reeite in tactics to himself three: times &
week; and’ ‘have:the nonpcommissioned officsrs re-

. ceite in tacties to his sdjutant three times a -
j,week, and will’ reyort when the company is 9roperly
“instructed, and ready at. all pointa for. field S

| f’jservice.‘ l&ﬁ/

'Fort‘Union.must hava been e lively plaae during thase stir-' ”

rin& war times.-

At eny rate, there was 1o desrth of alcoholie N

“apirits &t the post; on .the ¢contrary, there seemed’ to be & lim»

“itless variety.
nating. 147/ f';:-

‘The ‘account of Lieutensnt Colonsl Willism o
McMullen gt the ‘post store from July 1364 to May 1865 15 illumi--kl-
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One Lieutenant Rawn, howevar, seemed to he able to outda thé:j3 RIS
Colonel: by a ‘wide margin 1h the matter of absorbing alcohol. SRR
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Thus Liautenant Gharles Ceteswerth R&wn, & native of Pennr s

' sylvania, spent $65.50 on strong drink within the ‘short space of_;lfl&

. gpe month; while stationed at Fort Union and shortly before he
_:‘was promnted %o Gaptain (Ebvember 4, 186“)! 49/ S

L Pricaa at the fort 1n 1864-5 are 1nterest1ng.-can tomatoes,lf[;fjf;, J
- ﬁi”*l,50§ can. Jelly, $1. 003 pair. gaiters, $10,005 box cigar, $6.00§ .
. plug tobaceo,. $ +50; envelopes, %$L.50j matchss,_% #)By 15 yards

*ealico, $5.63; hoop skirt, $3.00; pr. kid gloves, $1.25§ 6 lbs.

. orackers, §5.00; 4 cans peaches, $6.00; pen knife, 5,00y shewl, -
._.--._‘-:%20»005 bOt'ﬁle rod ink:, %5 50 cr&vﬁt’ % ’{)a; ecantor Oil, g; 25;_
. ipovel, % .vs, spelling. book;, $..V§- drawers,. $2 00, 10 1bsa._} :

'?faugarg $5 003 10 1bs.. coffee, &7, 50*',§9/ f-*

Tﬂhen Lee surrendered at Appomatox and ended, to all purposes,"

T the ‘four years of Civil War, there were 816 troops at Fort Union,

and 3,089 troope in-the Territory. 151/ The area of New &exieo
had been- cut almost in half when the Terrzto*y of &rizona was:,

. organized December 23, 1863, so in 1865 there were only mine = -

‘posts. in the Territory, of wﬁich Fort Union wag: by fer the largest{ff

'”152/

o ome




b .V. .

AFTER THE WAR AHD TEE DECLINI&G'YE&R&

Au 3nglish surveyor by the name of Bell, a. member of an ex:-~ ffw

yedition charting a route: for the "Southern Trens-Continental .
Raxlway s gives an interecting pieture of Fort Union in 1867,_;1"

-ff'Fort'Uuioﬁ.ia a tant from Maxwell'% by the road
. fifty~two miles; from the point. where our line 'of
| survey crosgsed Red River, fifty-six miles, . The couns
try i& for the most part a vest grass»covered plain, :
drained.by ths Bed River. We are never, ‘howevery .
out: or sight of mountains, some of which are. isolated,"
_ anﬁ rise out of the plain with grctesque Gutline, suoh
as Wagon Mnuntain. ahaped exactly like a huge wagon’
- drewn by a pair of harses.. Host of theni partake of .
the Mesa fonmatian, 48 Mesa ﬂpache, while others form
. rvenges jutting out from-the Rocky Mounteins as'the
' Cimarron range, behind which are raised in stetely -
- grandeuy the andw-capped summits of the main chain,
. The ‘most besutiful however, is Turkey Mountain, which
_sends up 1ts three ‘lofty and gracerul peaks. axactly
Tl-in & direct line to Fart Uuion from the. northeast. o

fBeing on horseback, T took ths mountain,road to the
© fort on the 2lst of August, aud had one of the most
. remantic rides T can remember in all my- wanderings.f-T.'
The partly. volcanic nature of ‘the rocks,. together -
with' the abundance of water, gave a fertility and
froeshnsss to the whole. 1andscane, which. eontraated
‘most aelightfully with the monotonous platns., Rieh
- .grassy parks, studded with noble - trees, and watered'
©by-&n. abundance of rivulets, were hemmed. in by - glor47
{ous turrets of rock, and overahadowed by the pine-
clad: summits of the peaks,: whieh, with the avt of o
‘natyre, broke the oppresaive regularlty of tbe sky~- R
.-line.: _ : , :

Tor’ tmenty miles I wound ny way throuvh this baanti-
Tul’country, yet all sesmed given over entirely to -

" naturs, and there was not the trace of a human being .

. exeept the path upon. which I rode. XNo floeks or herds

" eropped the tender grass. "I looked in vein amopget '
the. trees and up the Valleys whieh Opened into the :
pags, now on one side and then on $he other; but there o
WHE. RO shepherd, no hut, no Parm to be seen; the wild-.

- Yurkeys hed all been either shot or Ariven away by . the
officers from Fort Union; and the same might be said

5



o 'Fbrt Unien s 8 bustling plaee, it is the lar&aaﬁ

”'of the deer; but with this exception — the absence;j‘iﬁﬂffo'ﬁ ”

ot game -~ nature remainsd exactly ag God hqa m&de
:{'&. - RS L L

:',\military establishment “to be feund ‘on the pleins, .
~and 1s the. supply . eentre frnm which the forty or .
FLP%y leszer. posts scattered ‘811 over the country .

-trfa-within a radiuvs of SO0 milee o morse, are supplied
* with men, horses, munitions of war, and often,with

‘everything needed for’ ﬁhar support. It is mot in TR
.. the least: fortified, as, ‘of course, such & precauw-w B

.. would be useless; but it is a vast collection of
S workshnps, storehouses, barrwcks, officers quarters,u=
.. +and officed of ‘all kinds belonging to the different.
'hdepartments. The dwellings, although buil%, as dre:

all ‘the other buildings, of sun-dried bricks; ere

. most domfortable. They are roofed with thin iron.

‘sheeting, covered with earth, The rooms of the of- _f
ficers are. lofty and well~furnished.k The hospital :
containing about 120 beds, is'a very fine building, ,“

to which' two Tebident surgeons arve’ attached. A . . ‘

 large settler's store must not be forgottenm, at which .

- the deily sales average 5,000 dollars, Over 1,000

- workmen are here kept constantly empleyed, building '

_and vepairing wagons, gathering in and distributing

. supplies; making ‘harness, putting up buildings, and

 attending to the long trains of goods and supplies

| TZ {eonstantly arriving or. departing., When we think fop
‘. -a moment of the hundreds of miles that evarything hag .

. to bhe brought by & slow and expensive mode of convey- -

~ance ~- 600 miles by wagon from the end of the raile.

.. way, and naarly 1,500 by rail from St, Louiss when .- .t
S we consider the prica of 1abor, when, in fact, we _*- i

7 -yiew the econcmic aapeet of. affairs, even a $ravel-
o lew cannot help belng amazed at the. enormous expendi-
" tures of monsy neeesaary to-maintain ‘so large an N

~_tablishment in: guch & locality. The millions of dol- T

| "l_’lara which sre yearly absorbed by such a. place as -

‘ .Fort'Union.must be: gsomething marvelous and” the 0p~.

' 7.portun1ties for peculation,and growing fat by the

- misappliance of public money, by exorbitant charges
if not by actual fremd, are probably grester here

'\'?  than any other braneh of the public service.’ 155/ '

ﬁfter the Civil War, the army decided to ebandon,a number

| of the older fOrts in HGW‘“exieo‘ It”wag_ﬁeciéeﬁﬂlhgwevsr,‘phat :




i'ﬂ__: Ebr% Union should ve. retainsd. Major General Pope, in command
' f the Department of Missouri, wrote 1n l&?l: I ~

f 'Fort Union, ‘now the headquarters of - th@ Eighth Cav»;-v
. alry, is admirsbly placed, mot only %o afford pro- -
~ téction sgainst the Utes, but to cover the whole of.
the eastern and’ southeastern frontieér settlements .
- of New Mexice againat the Indians on -the southern.
-reserv&tion.‘ T 48 proposed to keep Fort'Union ag :
~one of the lerge posts from which to ‘send aut de«;"“"
. techments for the summer on’ the plains east and
-south.' &gé/ AR o I

7 By or&er of the Surgeon General's Office, in 18?5, a completeﬂ” R '
report on the hygiene of the U, S..-Army was made. This peport i
- ineluded & deseription of all militery posts,.” Here is how Fort. H‘**- .
Union was deseribed: in that yaar by Assistant Surgeon.?. Mof—‘_f5¢
, fatt U.S.A,,;ggf RS o B I R

“H] “'Forﬁ Unioﬁ 18 situated 1n 1atitude 550 54' 21“ nerth,
'~longitude, 270 54' 15" west' altituae, s 700 feet.

':'Santa Fe is one hundred miles southwest. The' ﬁear_,i~_f; f- L
g}eSt railraad st&tion is Las Animas, npar FOrt Lyon.:',._

'?_The~most 1mportant settlament& in the vieinity are 4
© Mora, .18 miles to the west, and Las Vegas, 20 . o
'u m11es diatant, on the Santa Fe road,zwi-:_:-*.

- The post is. 1n 8 beautiful valley about 85 milaa f;){if-vai:» L
. 1ong by five: ‘and & half wids, baving on the north:
. .and east & wobded renge of hills kuown as Turkey R A
. Mountains, and on the west a IOW'and rocky range .,'ﬂ O T
”‘f'running Anto, table—land._‘ : : : AR

- The craters of several extinct volcanoes are in.

. the vicinity, and. on sinking wells in. the vicinity RRa
© . Cof the aresenal, a stratum of 1ava 1s found of 7

"Tvarying ﬁepths¢ ' : - R

'J'The water suyply'ls obtained partly from wells, _
"and in part from an excellent spring sbout a quar- -
- %er-of-a mile distant, . That from the wells is
.';‘hard from’ lima in solutian._-‘ B

;:7'Twenty miles diwtant the road to Santa Te erosses
cooa ridge whieh is the’ divide between the tributar~ Lo
'__.ies cf the'Mississippi and the Rio Gr&nde._ Five." -f‘§-

S
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PLAN of FORT UNION.
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_ miles northwest or Las ?egas are a’ number of bnt
- springs, noted for their erficacy in rheumatism and
. chronie ayphilitic cemplaints. The temperature 1s E
; ;4@ Fahrenheit.... R s R

"Among the useful Wilﬁ plants found in the vieinity R
is the common hop {Huwmulus 1 uppulus) . This grows

abundantly along the. o mountein streams, and the pro- B _ f "'

'_duct 15 ef tha best quality.

. The following statement relative to the eliMate &nﬁ

. its effect upon health is by Assistant qurgeon We
H- G&l‘dﬁel‘.‘, UI}itEQ States Amﬂ' tI.. ': . L .

L “Fart Unicn was established in August, 1851, -
' and wag:first loceted on ‘the. present: .site
© o of Fory Union arsenal. Tne peservation,
.7 nearly squere, contains 5% square miles.
. 'fhere is also & timber reservation of 50
““:aqu&re miles..“:-f.‘ S

S :Fort'Union 1ncludes the pnst porper, the :“
-ﬁ'depot, and Fort Union arsenal. :

_ The araenal is thus described by Captain W. R. Shoe— ;- -f
o maker, ordnanoa officer in charge._ i : . '

f;f‘"Fort Union.arsenal is one mile’ west of .
- Fort DUnion, ‘on a reservation’ belonging to -
. ‘the Ordmence Department, end is inclosed -
o by e wall forming a squere of 1,000 feet
.- -each side, The. buildings are, one barrack
- 100 by 26 reet ‘with porticoses in front end.
.- rear} one set officers' quarters 54 by 75
. feet} and office 45 % 18; one msin siore-
'house 216 feet long, three smeller store=
* ‘houses, shops &e, A1l of these are of adobe
with stone: foundatiens. The water. supply s
from a good well, and twn cisterns of la 000
lggallons each “-ﬁj.; R

Fort Union is thus &escribed by Captain G. C. Smith,
.aasistaat quartermaster,‘ﬁnited States Army g

" "The dep0t 18 &djacent to and north of the-f-  ot

" qP0st.; $he buildings ave, six sets used as
. offices and quarters; five storehouses,
“:Jshops and cerrals. ~The quarters are well




7¥§;:built of adobe, laid on stone found&»,“
. tioms, with tops finished with brick
© and roofs-of tin,  These sets are each
79 by 57 Peet; the. other thres, each 56
by 55 feet. The: store—hauses are each
BOO by 40 feet,- sxcept the. ‘southern one,l‘_
. 'which is one-hal?f the width of the others,
- In the plaza, fronting the. northarn geta -
oo depot quarters, are two cisterns hold- .-
. ing 2,400 gallons. each, the. supply of ‘which

"comes from the roafs of ‘the store-hnuses. _ -f;fof3_f‘,"’”‘*"

"‘onrt'Union is a four-comyany post the arrangement of
'-_the main part of which 1is shown in Figure 50;;H~‘

';k, afficers' quartars, BBBB squad~rooms' G C Mess~. ﬁﬁ
TOOmS, - D,. forege rooms; E, Jbekerys F, quartermaster'

”‘rgotre~rocm3, H, issuing~room; I, quartermaster's

"1st&bles; M, cavalry carral, N, quarten%aster's corral. 7;f 5'_'

"'All the buildings are of admbe, one’ stery high, enx

stone foundetions, and, with the exception of the hos_; f*f =

- -.pital, are’ all mofed with tin.

. ¢0n the northeast sida of the paradewground, ‘and. dir—i.vpu.‘;:

o reetly opyosite “the linﬁ of officers' quariers, ere the =
.. guarters of ‘the ‘men, ~Tach set ‘océupies. three aides of s
A ractangla within‘whieh 18 a small- court-yard or open

space with a well in the cenmter, The main buildings =~

| ere each 7% by 27 feet. - They ' are used as. squad rooms S

: ,_f,and dormitcries, and at the present time’ héve. an: aver—;'ﬁ;-
.  sge ocoupancy of 20 men each, giving an air. apace of -
. about: 700 eublc feet per man. - The wings on one side of _'
S each get sre. used as ‘orderly and company storearooms;
zﬁ.those on the opposite side, for kitchens and dininge-- -
CTO0mS . Those’ qnarters &re: really cemfortable awellings, T

.;ealthough defieien$ in faeilities for ventilation. .

In rear of the blocks occupied by the men's quartere

" and sepsrated from them by & wide street, are situated '
7 the gquarters of the: married soldiers and laundresses; Fo T
and in resr of. these egain, #nd at proper distance,_e.} co T

. &re the eavalry stables and other outﬁhousas‘ _:“

ZOn the sauthwest af'the paradengroun& are situated the'

." ﬁcuarters of officers, consisting of nine buildings in Sl
-‘one row, Each building ie divided by a singla hall R




) running frOm front to rear, on each side of whiuh are
three -capacious roOmS - excapt the miﬁdle building -

':f'(the commanding officer' quarters), whieh hag four: —-5*'

- affording the regulation—allcwance of quarters for an

oo officer with the rank of ceptein, As inm the case of
. most of the buildings here, 4he poofs are too ‘flat,.

' "T:Tgood yards. and. out-houses in the rear; and are upon

80 that they sllow of leaknge when, violent rains oc-
. cury a8 they frequently do during the rainy sesson. - ‘
. 'In other respects the quarters grs. gaod, ‘they all have Sl

f:-'tha whole very comfortable residences. s

 'The guard—house is situ&ted in the line of the laundres— '
“géa' quarters,’ Thﬁ structure itself mey he well suited

'“_for the purpose’ for which it was 1ntan&ed, bat the lnc&-[;f

" tiom of it is inappropriate, a&s no- extended vieW‘of the.
*-post can be haa frcm its vicinity.

'VriSinks for the men and for the familiea of soldiers Bavs -

'Hffbeen constricted at. all available pointse, but the Bom

'”?;is 1ikely to be done unaer all circumstances.,

.- ‘elosure, and about 300 paces to the east of 1t The hog~- -
opital building faces towards’ the southeast, It ccnsists SR

. bmek 130 feet, this being & hall 11% feet wide- inside.
- -Attached to aach side of this central hall are three wings,
- eagh BL x 39 feet outside, the long exis parallel and the -
. short axig at right angles to. “the hall, These winzs are

' adobe partition through the center of each wing, and’ at
.. ‘right sngles to the hall, divides each of them into’ WO

f;,room respectively. The two middle: wings snd the front:
e rooms-of the posterior wings are used as wards, making six i
- wards,” occupieﬁ by six beds each, giving 1,200 cubiec feet '

” wfers from all other buildings at the post, in being roofed;;}Vf o

" commodetions in this respect are not sufficisnm without Ff'f"i:' "E-" ‘*
.. the. neceasity of travelling t0 & greafer distance than - —

13 Thﬁ pust hospital is situated outside of the garrison inAE;.

essentislly of a cembral building 1%k feet wile, Tunning =

" separeted from esch other by spaces 6F feet wide, An .

Tooms, 19 by 30 feet, by 12 Teet 9. inches highj" thus giv-" =
ing twelve rooms, each of the sbove dimensions, ' The two
‘front wings are used as dispensary end, store—rooms, ‘the .

resr hglf of each. posterior wing for kitehen and dlning-‘

- of. s@aee to each oceupant. In case of amergency, the cap-qgu7'
~ geity could. readily be: increased one~fourﬁh by temporarily ..
using some of the store~rooms as wards. The hogpital dif- . -

o with shingles. and in: having a roof with the usuel piteh. !
.-+ Although not: constructed ypon the best plan, in s hygienic;j__f¢
2point of view, 1t is amply adeguate to the reauiraments ofvi*‘




a fcur~company post. For the reason that this post
- is loceted on. the. thoroughfare to and from New Mexico,
‘and that 1t is the base of supplies of the dlstrict, .
0 it oecurs that there are at almost: ‘all timea men in
- the hospital ot belonging to the: comnend 51 Fort:
_ Unton, 'but who have taken sick or hurt while enroute
to or from other points, ang’ heen,detailad &t this pcst
T “for ¥reatment or diseh&rge on surgeon's certificate
L of disabmlity.; g _ . SRR

gﬂFort Union is situated upon the stage«road between the
. rallroad terminus, on the northeast, and the City of
. ;Santakfe, ‘on the southwesti ' A daily’ stage, conveying -
“the maeil, ia ‘Tecgived from ‘each point. - From this yoint
mail - communications can ‘be had with Santsa Fe in twenty
. hoursj with: dapartment headquarters at Fort beavenworth
~in four. to six days, and with Washington in seven to
" .anine &ays. :A-1ine of telegraph algo passes: this place S
LLoend route from the railroad 1o Santa Fe along the staga IR
_ j-road, anﬁ having a station at this noint. C

H:J.Fort'ﬁnion, as @ frontier post may be. considereﬁ de-ﬁ' j::_
. sirable, not so much from the netural surroundings as -

':from the facilities by stage, meil, snd telegraph, of _i-gﬁf,ulffg

communication W1th the outside worié._g_;

-

S One qnestion I should like to ‘add before closin . Are
:g*adobe quarters preductive of theumatism? I believe they
are a fruitful éource not only of rheumatism, but scia-

tica, and’ o&her'fonms of, neuralgia._ ‘ ‘

"By the early 1880‘s the Ind1an menace had disapneared from e

| the Southwest end the Grest Flains. . Thys ons of the chief reaf};”_rff:f
" gons for the foritts existence had passed. The Ssnta Pe Trail - - -

was now rapidly passing into nistorys A& new trail- of stesm and
steel wag: pushing its wey into. the west, which needed no fron-

tier post to offer it protection. ‘and which would dispense With fb  R

  , aupply depots and diatributicn poinhs._ﬁ.,

‘Late in the svening 5t ‘December 28, 1872, the rails of the -

'f;5Atehison, Topeka, and Sants ¥e Railrosd were 1gid scross ‘the = -,

Kansag-Colorado boundsry, On July 4, 1879, Las Vegas, Now-
Mexico, was reached and a Fort Union. heard -1ts death knell in

~ the wblstle of & stesm locomosive, 157/ . In 188%, Major General'i- )

 i_Pope was writing: “Fort Unlon valuable only as a shelter for .
" troopse"™, 158/ sud the following yesr Colonel L. P. Bradlsy,

- commanding the District of New Mexico, wrote: "I thimk 1% ﬁould-:'~ .

"be an econamy of men and monev to break up Eorts Union and |




"Salden and tr&nsfar the garrisons of these posts to Forts Winp;f“'

_ﬂ~rgate snd Bayard," 159/ “Colonel Be He Grierson ‘made the: seme:
‘pecommendations in 1885 160/ and: 1887, 161 61/ In October 1887

. Fort Unioh performed its. 1ast &uty. A detachment under Lieu- _‘ ;f7f31

o temsnt T, Rg Glasg was sent to see that sjected . squatters dia
. .ok return to - ths Iicarilla Reservatian. 168/ "This detach-.

" ment Was relieve& in- thﬂ early. part of .December 1887, and re-._: 3i-T

“turned to Fort Union ‘after aceomplishing . its duty in'a very :

!satisfaetory manner." 165/ Eyen inm 1888 the- Fort. retained

‘“7Jmneh of 1te grandeur -= the hisﬁgrian B, H. ‘Baneroft, wrotes: I

. wFort Union is one of thé best known military .posts of the. .
territory, having bean much ef the time the’ military hegde

‘ faquarters.“ 16&/‘ Fort b nion was aban&onea on- February 2Ly 1891, -;-='”‘
. 168/ end the -center of mili?ary activity in New Msxieo during

"'foblivion.‘”

" the most. colorful era,cf her history was! left to vandals and _
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