
Ririe Reservoir Resource Management Plan: Environmental Assessment

Appendix E  E-21

A2—Lee Staker, Bonneville County Board of
Commissioners, Idaho Falls, Idaho

A2-1: The size of the active recreation area at Blacktail has not
been changed. An area in which future additional
development may occur is shown on Map 2-5. The future
additional development will be based on the results of a
carrying capacity/demand study to determine recreation
demand and how/if this can be met without damaging
natural and cultural resouces.

A2-2: Please see response to comment A1-3, letter from Susan
Pengilly Neitzel, Idaho State Historical Society.

A2-1

A2-2
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A3—David Christiansen, City of Idaho Falls Parks and
Recreation Division, Idaho Falls, Idaho

A3-1: Insect control would not be undertaken as part of the
operation of Creekside Park.

A3-2: Vandalism concerns at Creekside Park will be addressed
through law enforcement agreements with Bonneville
County.

A3-1

A3-2
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A4—Kim Ragotzkie, Idaho Department of Fish and Game,
Idaho Falls, Idaho

A4-1: The groomed ski trail proposed at Cartier Slough has
been deleted from the Preferred Alternative.

A4-2: Addition of interpretive signs would likely occur along
the existing trail and would only be done in cooperation
with Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG).

A4-3: This comment has been incorporated in Section 3.3.1 of
the Final EA.

A4-4: Diffuse knapweed and plumeless thistle have been added,
and the scientific name for purple loosestrife was
corrected in Section 3.4.1 under the heading Noxious
Weeds.

A4-5: The text has been changed to reflect your concern in
section 3.4.2, under the heading Improved Facilities and
Miscellaneous.

A4-6: Your comments have been incorporated in Section 3.5.1,
within the Cartier Slough WMA section, under the
heading for Rare Species.

A4-7: The text has been changed to reflect your concern in
section 3.4.2, under the heading Alternative B—Preferred
Alternative: Recreation Development Compatible with
Increased Natural Resource Protection Emphasis.

A4-8: The text was corrected according to your suggestion in
Section 3.6.1, under the heading Wildlife.

A4-9: The text was corrected according to your suggestion in
Section 3.6.1, under the heading Wildlife.

A4-1

A4-2

A4-3

A4-4

A4-5

A4-6

A4-7

A4-8

A4-9
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A4-10: The suggested sentence has been added in Section 3.6.2,
under the heading Alternative B—Preferred Alternative:
Recreation Development Compatible with Increased
Natural Resource Protection Emphasis.

A4-11: The text has been re-written to reflect your comment in
Section 3.8.1 under the heading Ririe and Teton
Mitigation Lands—Cartier Slough WMA.

A4-12: The text has been re-written to reflect your comment.

A4-10

A4-11

A4-12
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A5—Karl Casperson, Bonneville County Sheriff, Idaho Falls,
Idaho

A5-1: A scuba park will be allowed in the RMP. However, the
location has not been determined and will be based on
safety considerations. The park would not likely be
located near the dam. Other uses will not be restricted and
divers would continue to have access to the entire
reservoir. Reclamation will work with local dive interests
and Reclamation O&M, dive, and safety staff to
determine an appropriate location.

A5-1
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O1—Dr. Roger Tall, Bonneville County Waterways
Committee, Idaho Falls, Idaho

O1-1: The RMP process is managed for a 10-year planning
horizon. The Final EA contains projections for recreation
increases in Section 3.8, Recreation. Planned recreation
carrying capacity and demand studies will determine the
need for additional facilities during the next 10 years and
how/if this can be met without damaging existing natural
and cultural resources.

O1-2: The planned recreation carrying capacity and demand
study will determine how and if facilities will be
expanded and try to assure an appropriate number of
users without damaging existing natural and cultural
resources.

O1-1

O1-2
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O2—Gary E. McConnell, AquaNutz Dive Club, Idaho Falls,
Idaho

O2-1: Scuba diving is included as an acceptable use in the RMP
and is not restricted.

O2-2: Scuba diving is not restricted at the dam. However, for
safety reasons, a future scuba park will not likely be
located at the dam. Please see response to comment A5-1,
letter from Karl Casperson, Bonneville County Sheriff,
Idaho Falls, Idaho.

O2-3: Because of safety and liability concerns, the proposed
scuba dive park will not likely be located at the dam.
However, scuba diving is not restricted at the dam.

O2-1

O2-2

O2-3
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O2-4: We appreciate your past efforts and will continue to
coordinate development of a scuba dive park with your
group.

O2-5: Reclamation does not believe that the pier will adversely
impact scuba diving activities.

O2-6: Improvements at the pier would also accommodate scuba
diving activities; however, no special provisions for diver
parking are included.

O2-7: The preferred site for a scuba dive park has not been
identified. Please see response to comment O2-3.

O2-8: Please see response to comment O2-6.

O2-3
(cont)

O2-4

O2-5

O2-6

O2-7

O2-8
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O2-9: Reclamation will continue to work with local diving
interests in locating the potential dive park, access, and
parking based on safety concerns and minimizing
conflicts with other users of the reservoir.

O2-10:Please see response to comment A5-1, letter from Karl
Casperson, Bonneville County Sheriff, Idaho Falls, Idaho.

O2-11:Please see response to comment O2-9.

O2-12:General scuba diving will not be limited to certain areas.

O2-9

O2-10

O2-11

O2-12
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O2-12
(cont)
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O3—Keith Christensen, Inland Scuba, Inc., Idaho Falls,
Idaho

O3-1: Please see response to comment A5-1, letter from Karl
Casperson, Bonneville County Sheriff, Idaho Falls, Idaho.

O3-2: The RMP does not restrict diving access to certain
portions of Ririe Reservoir.

O3-3: The location of the potential dive park has not been
determined. However, your concerns with the steepness
of slopes for access will be taken into consideration when
selecting potential sites.

O3-4: The area by the dam was considered for the scuba dive
park, but eliminated because of safety and liability
concerns.

O3-5: General scuba diving will not be limited to one area.

O3-1

O3-2

O3-3

O3-4

O3-5
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I1—Jeff and Pam Shearer, Idaho Falls, Idaho

I1-1: Facilities improvements to accommodate additional usage
are described throughout the Final EA, particularly in
Section 3.8.

I1-2: Law enforcement is currently provided by Bonneville
county through an agreement with Reclamation. The
agreement is reviewed annually to ensure adequate
enforcement efforts are provided.

I1-3: According to the RMP, existing facilities will be
improved before new facilities are built.

I1-1

I1-2

I1-3
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I2—Harry Reilly, Idaho Falls, Idaho

I2-1: The swimming area was chosen for safety and convenient
location near existing facilities.

I2-2: The no-wake zones around/in water structures (docks,
morrage facilities, etc.) or people in the water (swimmers,
water skiers, etc.) is 100 feet, which is standard for the
State of Idaho boating regulations.

I2-1

I2-2
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I3—Harold Winther, Idaho Falls, Idaho

I3-1: Reclamation will post the trail advising against winter use
for wildlife protection. However, Reclamation does not
have the authority to enforce the closure.

I3-2: Easements for power lines to Blacktail will not be
allowed on Reclamation lands. Instead, on-site (solar or
generator) power at Blacktail is provided to meet facility
needs.

I3-1

I3-2
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I3-3: The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is
administered through the USDA. Reclamation agrees that
CRP is an important component of maintaining water
quality at Ririe Reservoir, but can only advise USDA
regarding the benefits of the program for controlling
erosion and sediment.

I3-4: The Pipe Creek Road would be closed during the winter if
approved by Bonneville County.

I3-3

I3-4
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I4—Shane Olson, Idaho Falls, Idaho

I4-1: The need for closing part or all of the Willow Creek
Arm during the spring and early summer would be
evaluated based on the results of planned
monitoring. Appropriate protection measures will be
taken if threats to bald eagle nesting exist, in
compliance with the Endangered Species Act. For
more information, please see response to comments
F1-1 and F1-2 in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
comment letter.

I4-2: Bald eagle behavioral response to human activity
varies in each situation. Therefore, the planned
monitoring program will be implemented. Please
see response to comments F1-1 and F1-2 in the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service comment letter.

I4-3: The newly burned areas will be seeded by winter
2001. A fire management plan, including future fire
restoration plans, will be developed for the study
area as part of the RMP implementation.

I4-1

I4-2

I4-3
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I5—Tom Rowley, Idaho Falls, Idaho

I5-1: Reclamation does not plan to mandate a boat size
limitation in the RMP. However, the RMP does
allow for expanding the dock facilities based on
demonstrated demand.

I5-2: If Reclamation finds that the dock needs to be
expanded to meet use demand, we will consider
your suggestions.

I5-3: The RMP does provide for improvement of water
facilities at Juniper Park, including an overnight
moorage facility for campground users. As with
Blacktail, the docks would be improved based on
demonstrated demand and available cost-share
funding with non-federal managing partners.

I5-1

I5-2

I5-3
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I5-4: A breakwater is not being considered for Blacktail
as a part of this RMP.

I5-4
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I6—Lynn Shearer, Idaho Falls, Idaho

I6-1: At Blacktail, the boat launch and associated parking
may be reconfigured to better manage traffic flow and
parking.

I6-2: A new mooring area is not proposed for Blacktail at
this time pending the results of the demand and
capacity study.

I6-3: A levee is not in the RMP for Blacktail.

I6-4: Please see response to comment I6-1.

I6-1

I6-2

I6-3

I6-4
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I6-5: A loading ramp light may be considered and the
suggestion passed on to Bonneville County as
Reclamation’s managing partner.

I6-5
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