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Eleven “Pilot” Courts Selected for
Remote Public Access to Criminal Case Files

Elevenfedera courtsareallowing Internet accessto crimina casefilesaspart of apilot program adopted by
theJudicial Conference of the United States. The Conference’s Committee on Court Administration and Case
Management, whichisstudying privacy and public

accesstodectronicfilesin criminal cases, selected
tentrial courtsand one appellate court to participate. Pilot Courts Participating
Accessisaready available, or will bevery soon.

Themajority of those courtsallowed remote Courtsof Appedls:
public electronic accessto criminal casefilesbeforea Eighth Circuit
Judicial Conferencepolicy endedit last year because Didtrict Courts:
of potential safety and law enforcement issues. The Southern District of Cdifornia
new accessisavailableover thefederal courts [S)cl)itr L‘:rcr’]f[gz;’irgtiﬁ:l oid
PACER ( PublicAccessto Court Electronic | Southern Didtrict of Georg?t;l
Records) system for seven centsper page, asis District of Idaho
accessto civil and bankruptcy case records. Infor- Northern District of 1llincis
mation about PACER and alist of participating District of Massachusetts
courtscan befound at: http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/ Northern Digtrict of Oklahoma
cgi-binvlinkspl Digtrict of Utah

The Conferencein September 2001 voted to Southern District of West Virginia
makemost civil and bankruptcy case documents

available over PACER to the sameextent they are
availableat the courthouse. The Conference, however, prohibited I nternet accessto criminal case documents,
with the understanding that the policy would be re-examined within the next two years.

AtitsMarch 2002 meeting, the Conference approved the pil ot program and aplan to have the Federd
Judicia Center track the participating courts during the course of the study and provideinformationto aid the
review of thepolicy. The Conferenceisexpected to consider the matter at its September 2003 meeting.

The27-member Judicial Conferenceisthe principa policy-making body of thefederal court system. The
Chief Justice serves asthe presiding officer of the Conference, which iscomposed of the chief judgesof 13
courtsof appeals, adistrict judge from each of the 12 geographic circuitsand the chief judge of the‘ Court of
Internationa Trade. The Conference meetstwiceayear to consider administrative and policy issuesaffecting the
court system and to make recommendati onsto Congress concerning legidationinvolving the Judicia Branch.
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