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Bankruptcy Filings Hit Record High —Again

Thenumber of bankruptcy petitionsfiled infedera courtsrose 15.1 percent in the 12-month period
ending March 31, 2002, according to statisticsrel eased today by the Administrative Office of theU.S. Courts.
Thetotal filings brokethe bankruptcy filing record for any 12-month period. Bankruptcy filingsrosefrom
1,307,857 inthe 12-month period ended March 2001 to 1,504,806 in the sametime period in 2002. The
previoushighest total of filingsfor any 12-month period wasin the 12-month period ending December 31,
2001, with atotal of 1,492,129.

Businessfilingstotaled 39,845, up

10.7 percent from 35,992in 2001. Non- _ _ —

businessfilingstotaled 1,464,961, up 15.2 Business and Non-business Filings

percent fromthetota non-bus nessfilingsof Years Ended March 31, 1997-2002

&/]271;183?]5_’ Izré)t(?f 12-month period ending Year Total  Non-business  Business
arch 31, .

Filings per authorized judgeship have 2002 1,504,806 1,464,961 39,845
risenfrom 2,965 filingsper judgeshipinMarch 2001 1,307,857 1,271,865 35,992
1992 t0 4,644 in March 2001. No new 2000 1,301,205 1,263,096 38,109
bmk;JPtC;’gUd%@“DSV\;hLChmigﬂtt;e’;]' 1999 1,419,199 1,378,071 41,128
pected to absorb some of theworkload, have
been created since 1992. The bankruptcy 1998 1,423,128 1,370,490 52,638
reform bill now being considered in Congress 1997 1,247,065 1,193,057 54,008
would authorize 27 new bankruptcy judge-
ships.

Filingsby Quarter

The number of bankruptciesfiled during the second quarter of fiscal year 2002 (January 1, 2002-March
31, 2002) was 379,012, a 3.3 percent increase over the 366,841 bankruptcy casesfiled during the second
quarter of FY 2001. Filingsfor the Judiciary’sfirst quarter of 2002 (October 1, 2001 -December 31, 2001)
totaled 364,921.

Filingsby Chapter

Filingsincreased under al bankruptcy chapters. Chapter 7 filingsincreased 17.2 percent, from 904,397
in 2001 to 1,059,777 in the 12-month period ending March 31, 2002. Chapter 13 filingsrose 10.2 percent,
from 393,033 t0 433,107 at the end of March 2002. Chapter 11 filingswent from 10,139t0 11,477,a13.2
percent increase; Chapter 12 filingsrose 56.9 percent, rising from 248 to 389 in 2002.

(MORE)
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Chapter 12 isdesigned to meet
theneedsof financidly distressed family
farmers. Huctuationsinthe number of
Chapter 12 filingsmay betied tothe
expiration and re-enactment of Chapter
12. Theauthority to fileunder Chapter 12
expired on July 1, 2000, but wasre-
enacted retroactively and extended through
May 2001 by P. L. 107-8; through Sep-
tember 2001 by P.L. 107-17; through
Junel, 2002 by PL. 107-170; and to the
end of 2002 by PL. 107-171.

Chapter 7isdesignedto allow
individual sto keep certain exempt property
whiletheremaining property issoldto

Year
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997

1,059,777
904,397
908,802

1,017,049

1,007,213
862,136

Total Bankruptcy Filings by Bankruptcy Chapter
Years Ended March 31, 1997-2002

Chapter

7 11 12 13
11,477 389 433,107
10,139 248 393,033
10,071 739 381,568

8,010 859 393,245

10,244 880 404,749
11,472 1,050 372,369

Other
56
40
25
36
42
38

repay creditors. Under Chapter 13 bankruptcy, creditorsmay berepaidininstallments, infull or inpart, over a
3- to 5-year period. Chapter 11 providesfor abusinessto continue operationswhileformulating aplan to
repay itscreditors. Chapter 9 provides protection for afinancially-distressed municipality fromitscreditors
whileit devel opsand negotiatesaplan for adjusting itsdebt. For more on bankruptcy, gotothe Judiciary’s
websiteat www.uscourts.gov/bankbasic.pdf. L ocal bankruptcy court rulescan befound at www.uscourts.gov/

rules/bk-locarules.htmil.

A breakdown of thelatest dataon bankruptcy filingsfollowsand alsoisavailable on the home page of
the Judiciary at www.uscourts.gov under What'sNew. Statisticsfrom previous bankruptcy periodscanbe

found at Newsroom.

Quarterly Bankruptcy Filings*
Ending Total Filings Ending Total Filings
MAR. 31,2002 379,012 JUN. 30, 1998 373,460
DEC. 31, 2001 364,921 MAR. 31, 1998 354,118
SEPT. 30, 2001 359,518 DEC. 31, 1997 347,685
JUN. 30, 2001 400,394 SEPT. 30, 1997 353,515
MAR. 31, 2001 366,841 JUN. 30, 1997 367,168
DEC. 31, 2000 310,169 MAR. 31, 1997 335,073
SEPT. 30, 2000 308,718 DEC. 31, 1996 311,131
JUN. 30, 2000 321,729 SEPT. 30, 1996 303,309
MAR. 31, 2000 312,335 JUN. 30, 1996 297,162
DEC. 31, 1999 318,634 MAR. 31, 1996 266,149
SEPT. 30, 1999 323,550 DEC. 31, 1995 244,494
JUN. 30, 1999 345,956 SEPT. 30, 1995 233,593
MAR. 31, 1999 330,784 JUN. 30, 1995 235,302
DEC. 31, 1998 353,108 MAR. 31, 1995 212,626
SEPT. 30, 1998 361,205 DEC. 31, 1994 201,618

Ending

SEPT. 30,1994
JUN. 30, 1994
MAR. 31, 1994
DEC. 31, 1993
SEPT. 30, 1993
JUN. 30, 1993
MAR. 31, 1993
DEC. 31, 1992
SEPT. 30, 1992
JUN. 30, 1992
MAR. 31, 1992
DEC. 31, 1991
SEPT. 30, 1991
JUN. 30, 1991
MAR. 31, 1991

Total Filings
208,187
216,213
206,565
206,570
215,498
229,406
222,694
228,562
236,810
250,622
252,733
234,383
231,743
246,496
231,017

*Because of ongoing corrections to the bankruptcy database, the quarterly data may not total to the most

recent annual figures.
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TABLEF-2U.S.BANKRUPTCY COURTS

BUSINESSAND NONBUS INESSBANKRUPTCY CASESCOMMENCED, BY CHAPTER OF THE BANKRUPTCY CODE,

DURING THETWELVE-MONTH PERIOD ENDING MARCH 31,2002

CIRCUIT TOTAL

AND TOTAL CHAP. CHAP. CHAP. CHAP. BUSINESS CHAP. CHAP.
DISTRICT FILINGS 7 11 12 13 FILINGS 7 1
TOTAL.. 1504806 1,059,777 11477 330 433107 39845 23367 10623
DC..... 2556 1,760 b - 780 3 2

1ST... 44300 30,888 371 5 13034 1230 87 346
ME..... 4552 4205 16 2 39 119 R 16
MA...... 17206 14525 25 2 2471 45 246 20
NH...... 3904 3532 2 - 4 300 23 2
RI..... 4804 4395 7 - 402 &2 2 6
PR...... 13835 4231 15 1 9,488 23 1A %
2ND... 8L7% 65634 1,409 0 14m 2529 %7 1338
CT.. 11,387 9,644 97 1 1645 169 &b 8l
NY N.... 15029 12856 83 5 2984 419 248 a0
NYE.. 24902 19366 ™4 - 5332 33 138 e
NY,S.... 14964 12328 965 1 1641 1168 M4 928
NYW.... 12,865 9878 5% 3 2927 35 218 51
VT...... 1,748 1562 4 - 182 100 4 4
3RD... 97698 64850 1932 3 30913 3572 1,407 1,865
DE..... 4079 1910 1180 - 989 1259 &b 1180
NJ...... 41322 2639 3M - 145834 4 B34 A3
PAE... 24076 13778 113 2 10183 303 182 100
PAM... 12182 9,468 N - 2635 31 535 %
PAW.... 15081 13301 177 1 2502 423 z3 163
V... 3 A 4 - 20 2 8 3

CHAP.
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TOTAL NON-

CHAP BUSINESS CHAP.

13 FILINGS 7
5414 1464961 1,036,410
5 2498 1,739
DV 4300 30101
9 4433 4113
6 16749 142719
9 3,604 3,269
4 4742 4343
@ 13542 4,097
184 79266 64,667
2 1218 9,559
& 15510 12608
6 24564 19228
7 137% 12124
&® 12530 9,660
2 1,648 1488
207 9126 63443
14 2820 1,845
7 40588 25975
9 23773 135%
20 1134 8933
% 15558 13068
1 46 %

CHAP.
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CHAP.
13
427,693

12944

2465

9426

14527

1643
289
5326
1634
2,865

160

30,616

975
14577
10,164

2405
2476



CIRCUIT TOTAL TOTAL NON-

AND TOTAL CHAP. CHAP. CHAP. CHAP. BUSINESS CHAP. CHAP. CHAP. CHAP BUSINESS CHAP. CHAP. CHAP.
DISTRICT FILINGS 7 11 12 13 FILINGS 7 n 12 13 FILINGS 7 1 13
4TH... 136312 87521 678 17 48095 2773 1830 591 17 314 133539 85671 87 47781
MD...... 3H24 24003 186 - 11105 728 452 161 - 15 34566 23551 5 1090
NCE... 14290 7,044 3 8 7,180 23 131 2 8 4L 14057 6,913 6 7,138
NCM... 112 441 53 - 6,518 20 14 33 - 43 10852 4377 - 6475
NC,W.... 9,000 4450 4 2 449 119 73 43 2 1 8,881 4377 6 4498
... 14820 6,626 8l 2 8111 166 X 66 2 6 1464 6534 15 8,105
VAE... 20070 20513 162 - 8395 36 21 132 - 13 28724 20312 0 8,382
VA W.... 12559 10,774 3 4 1,749 598 486 ! 4 B 1191 10288 2 1671
WV N.... 4,176 3,900 14 1 21 17 A 13 1 9 4,059 3,806 1 X2
WVS.... 5991 5670 4 - 20 26 157 L - 7 5,785 5513 2 200
STH... 126069 71977 1164 B 52886 4137 22N 1,089 3B 712 121932 69683 B 52174
LAE.. 10030 6,856 6 1 3,107 170 107 &0 1 2 9,860 6,749 6 3,105
LAM... 3441 2414 19 - 1,008 A 17 17 - - 3407 2,397 2 1,008
LAW.... 13489 7,191 % 8 6,235 49 28 3 8 140 1290 6,893 2 6,095
MSN.... 7,959 5174 3 3 2749 103 63 D 3 5 7,856 5109 3 2744
MSS.... 14194 9,187 B 2 4,907 193 R & 2 13 14001 9,095 12 4834
TXN.... 21219 13734 283 7 13239 1,095 662 276 17 10 26184 13072 2 13100
TXE.. 11674 6,288 % 2 5308 427 216 71 2 138 11247 6,072 5 5170
TX,S... 20013 11037 356 2 8,587 1017 487 3067 2 160 18996 10550 19 8427
TXW.... 17990  100% 143 3 7,746 509 30 129 3 115 17391 9,746 14 7,631
6TH.. 209053 143841 1056 10 64146 3,780 2326 gr7 10 467 205273 141,515 ™ 6367
KYE... 11681 10076 m - 14%4 222 153 108 - 21 1139 9,923 3 1473
KY,W... 14682 11847 5% 1 2778 143 83 5§ 1 3 14539 11764 - 2775
MI.E... 34228 2384 193 - 1011 443 26 187 - 0D 3B78 23608 6 10171
MI,W.... 14188 10,787 71 3 3327 29 189 0 3 37 13889 10598 1 3290
OH\N... 38117 3154 114 - 6,49 1167 83 m - 163 36950 30611 3 6,336
OH S.... 34,793 27173 136 3 7481 578 34 130 3 100 34215 26829 6 7,380
TNE... 19262 11812 76 2 7372 A 27 0 2 s 18908 11,605 6 7,297
TNM... 14819 9216 15 - 5448 247 12 123 - 12 14572 9104 2 5436
TNW.... 27,283 7,582 144 1 19556 27 109 12 1 H 27016 7473 2 19521



CIRCUIT

AND TOTAL CHAP.
DISTRICT FILINGS 7
7TH... 148845 114,685
IL,N.... 52833 36853
ILC.. 14741  1259%6
IL,S.. 8844 6,276
IN,N.... 19275 16125
INS.... 30517 23869
WIE.... 14888 12129
WIW.... 1,747 6,837
8TH... A8 72141
ARE.... 1382 7371
ARW.... 7,750 5201
IAN.... 4335 4155
IAS.... 6,870 6,419
MN...... 18815 15578
MOE... 16963 11,249
MO,W.... 14265 11479
NE...... 7213 5937
ND...... 2128 2051
SD...... 2731 2611
9TH... 277,341 225170
AK...... 1454 1,305
AZ.. 26265 20832
CAN.... 19931 13974
CAE... 31702 26921
CALC... 87634 72533
CAS... 13334 10605
HI..... 4977 4420
ID...... 8389 7,165
MT..... 3962 3481
NV..... 18458 13629
OR..... 23470 20186
WAE.... 10,068 7671
WA,W.... 271338 22150
GUAM... 332 274
NMI..... 2 2
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TOTAL

CHAP. CHAP. BUSINESS CHAP.

13  FILINGS 7
33,316 3041 1923
15561 903 485
2083 1% 123
2527 527 357
3084 186 102
6472 477 2N
2,745 25 20
84 518 377
2321 3332 2448
6427 138 63
2444 110 4
164 190 170
433 112 g7
3172 1,888 1530
5605 200 147
2697 237 118
1,203 129 0
6l 10 87
115 149 127
49,957 9,230 5528
12 106 4
5119 A 34
5657 1236 69
4634 1271 842
14,490 2581 1,861
2656 214 149
530 P
1139 283 14
462 141 110
4575 42 162
3192 1475 681
2298 A2 198
5021 323 170
0 27 16
2 7 6
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TOTAL NON-
CHAP BUSINESS CHAP.
13 FILINGS 7

318 145804 112,762

21 51930 36368
12 14546 12473
133 8317 5919
21 1908 16023
0 30040 23590
21 14653 11929
tS0] 7,229 6,460
483 91560 69693
0 13684 7,303
A 7,640 5227
5 4,145 3985

7 6,758 6,332
224 16927 14048
23 16693 11102
H 14028 11361
2 7,084 5887
6 2019 1964
17 2582 2484
1722 268111 219642
17 1,348 1231
72 25531 20438
20 186% 13305
283 30431 2607
163 85053 70672
6 13120 1045

1 4,909 4378
7] 8106 7011
15 3821 3371
24 18036 13467
702 2199% 19505
<] 9,726 TA73
2 27015 21980
3 305 28

20 18
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CHAP.
13
32,998

15540
2071
23%
3063
6,442
27724

4

21,838

6,377
2410

23878
5582
2662
1191

48235

5047
5367
4341
14,327
2650

1,085

47
4551
2490
2240
4997



CIRCUIT
AND

DISTRICT FILINGS

10TH..

1TH.

AL N....
ALM...
ALS..
FL.N....

FLM...
FL,S...

GAN....
GAM....
GAS..

TOTAL

87,243

18,856
13947
8,668
5936
4192
13130
20120
23%

198,702

23,966
8288
6,845
6,286

49,948

31,851

39,641

17,155

14,722

CHAP.

7

70,906

16,374
11,417
7672
5423
3873
11,048
12,848
2251

110404

10,775
3901
2972
4953

36,280

2517

17,703
7,345
3,958

TOTAL TOTAL NON-

CHAP. CHAP. CHAP. BUSINESS CHAP. CHAP. CHAP. CHAPBUSINESS CHAP.

1 12 13  FILINGS 7 n 12 13 FILINGS 7
410 @0 15866 2681 1935 K &0 03 8562 68971
119 2 2361 446 310 114 2 20 18410 160064
viv) 20 2468 225 138 3B 2 N 1372 11219
(6¢] 3 925 659 523 4 3 @ 8,009 7,149
2 3 482 434 372 5 3 A 5502 5051
8 6 305 D (1 8 6 15 4102 3812
0 5 2018 22 205 37 5 5 12838 10843
B 1 7172 499 302 & 1 106 19621 12546
8 - 135 H 2 7 - 5 2358 2227
114 40 87102 3482 1881 1,040 40 519 195220 108523
b 4 13092 e 100 3 4 Ir 23772 10675
17 - 4370 138 101 14 - PA] 8150 3800
K% - 3841 A z K] - 17 6,771 2945
43 3 1,287 a L 4 3 5 6,195 4911
306 3 1339 1,038 608 2n 3 148 48910 35672
365 - 8967 784 43 335 - 4 31067 22074
202 1 2273% 82 442 18 1 57 3B 17261
6l 5 9,724 157 % 57 5 19 16998 7,289
3B 4 107727 124 & 2 4 9 14598 3,89%

*THESE FIGURESINCLUDE THEFOLLOWING CASESNOT REALECTED EL SEWHERE:

MA..... SECTION 304=02 NY,N...
NYW.. SECTION 304=01 VAW..
XS CHAPTERY9 =01 TX,W...
ILN.. SECTION 304=01 MOE...
CAN CHAPTERY9 =01 CAN..
CAC.. CHAPTER9 =01 CAC..
UT..... SECTION 304=01 FL,S..

SECTION 304=01
CHAPTER9 =01
CHAPTERY9 =01
CHAPTER9 =01
SECTION 304=02
SECTION 304=04
SECTION 304=02

NY.S..
TXN...

TX,W...

SECTION 304=29
CHAPTER9 =01
SECTION 304=01
SECTION 304=02
CHAPTER9 =01
SECTION 304=02

CHAP.
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CHAP.
13

15563

2341
2439

1993
7,006

86,583

13075
4,347
3824
1282

13211
8,963

21478
9,705

10,698



