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Number of Bankruptcy Cases Filed in Federal Courts
Down Less Than One Percent

The total number of bankruptcies filed in federal courts declined slightly in the 12-month period ending
June 30, 2004, the first time since 2000 that bankruptcies have declined in the 12-month period ending June 30.
The total number of bankruptcy cases filed in this 12-month period totaled 1,635,725, down 0.9 percent from
June 30, 2003, when filings were 1,650,279. The data were released today by the Administrative Office of the
U.S. Courts. Bankruptcy filings remain
well above the one million mark, a record
first set in the 12-month period ending
June 30, 1996.

Non-business filings totaled
1,599,986, down 0.8 from the 1,613,097
cases filed during the 12-month period
ending June 30, 2003. In the 12-month
period ending June 30, 2004, business
filings dropped to 35,739, down 3.9
percent from 37,182.

Filings by Chapter
Of the total number of bank-

ruptcy filings in the 12-month period ending June 30, 2004, there were 1,167,101 Chapter 7 filings, a 0.1
percent increase over the 1,165,993 Chapter 7 filings for the same period in 2003. The next largest group of
filings was Chapter 13 filings at 457,171, a 3.3 percent drop from the 472,811 filings in the 12-month period
ending June 30, 2003. Chapter 12 filings fell 61.0 percent, to 302 from 775 in the 12-month period ending June
30, 2003. The reduction in chapter 12 filings was due, in part, to the expiration of the legislation authorizing
chapter 12. The sunset date for this legislation was January 1, 2004. Chapter 11 filings, however, rose 4.2
percent, from 10,602 in 2003 to 11,048 in June 2004.

Business and Non-Business Filings

Years Ended June 30, 1999-2004
Year Total Non-Business Business
2004 1,635,725 1,599,986 35,739
2003 1,650,279 1,613,097 37,182
2002 1,505,306 1,466,105 39,201
2001 1,386,606 1,349,471 37,135
2000 1,276,922 1,240,012 36,910
1999 1,391,964 1,352,030 39,934
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Filings by Quarter
The number of bankruptcy

cases filed during the third quarter of
the Judiciary’s 2004 fiscal year (April
1, 2004—June 30, 2004) totaled
421,110, down 4.3 percent from the
440,257 cases filed in third quarter
2003. The number of bankruptcies
filed during the second quarter of
fiscal year 2004 (January 1, 2004-
March 31, 2004) was 407,572. Filings for the Judiciary’s first quarter of 2004 (October 1, 2003 -December
31, 2003) totaled 393,348.

Bankruptcy Chapters
Chapter 7 is designed to allow individuals to keep certain exempt property while the remaining property

is sold to repay creditors. Chapter 11 provides for a business to continue operations while formulating a plan to
repay its creditors. Chapter 12 is designed to meet the needs of financially distressed family farmers. Under
Chapter 13 bankruptcy, creditors may be repaid in installments, in full or in part, over a 3- to 5-year period.
For more on bankruptcy, go to the Judiciary’s web site at www.uscourts.gov/bankbasic.pdf or to http://
www.fjc.gov/federal/courts.nsf.  Local bankruptcy court rules can be found at www.uscourts.gov/rules/bk-
localrules.html.  A breakdown of the latest data on bankruptcy filings follows and also is available on the
Judiciary’s web site at www.uscourts.gov under Newsroom/News Releases.  Historical data is available at the
Newsroom under Bankruptcy Statistics at www.uscourts.gov/bnkrpctystats/bankruptcystats.htm

Total Bankruptcy Filings by Bankruptcy Chapter
Years Ended June 30, 1999-2004

Chapter
Year 7 11 12 13 Other
2004 1,167,101 11,048 302 457,171 103
2003 1,165,993 10,602 775 472,811 98
2002 1,053,230 11,401 367 440,231 77
2001 972,659 10,272 206 403,418 51
2000 885,447 9,947 732 380,770 26
1999 993,414 8,684 829 389,004 33

PERIOD FILINGS
JUN. 30, 2004 421,110
MAR. 31, 2004 407,572
DEC. 31, 2003 393,348
SEPT. 30, 2003 412,989
JUN. 30, 2003 440,257
MAR. 31, 2003 412,968
DEC. 31, 2002 395,129
SEPT. 30, 2002 401,306
JUN. 30, 2002 400,686
MAR. 31, 2002 379,012
DEC. 31, 2001 364,921
SEPT. 30, 2001 359,518
JUN. 30, 2001 400,394
MAR. 31, 2001 366,841

Quarterly Filings

DEC. 31, 2000 310,169
SEPT. 30, 2000 308,718
JUN. 30, 2000 321,729
MAR. 31, 2000 312,335
DEC. 31, 1999 318,634
SEPT. 30, 1999 323,550
JUN. 30, 1999 345,956
MAR. 31, 1999 330,784
DEC. 31, 1998 353,108
SEPT. 30, 1998 361,205
JUN. 30, 1998 373,460
MAR. 31, 1998 354,118
DEC. 31, 1997 347,685
SEPT. 30, 1997 353,515

JUN. 30, 1997 367,168
MAR. 31, 1997 335,073
DEC. 31, 1996 311,131
SEPT. 30, 1996 303,309
JUN. 30, 1996 297,162
MAR. 31, 1996 266,149
DEC. 31, 1995 244,494
SEPT. 30, 1995 233,593
JUN. 30, 1995 235,302
MAR. 31, 1995 212,626
DEC. 31, 1994 201,618
SEPT. 30,1994 208,187
JUN. 30, 1994 216,213
MAR. 31, 1994 206,565
DEC. 31, 1993 206,570

PERIOD FILINGS PERIOD FILINGS

*Because of ongoing corrections to the bankruptcy database, the quarterly data may not total to the most recent
annual figures.

http://www.uscourts.gov/library/bankbasic.pdf
http://www.fjc.gov/federal/courts.nsf
http://www.fjc.gov/federal/courts.nsf
http://www.uscourts.gov/rules/bk-localrules.html
http://www.uscourts.gov/rules/bk-localrules.html
http://www.uscourts.gov
http://www.uscourts.gov/bnkrpctystats/bankruptcystats.htm
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