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Ms. Sachsman. On behalf of the Committee 6n Oversight
and Government Reform I want fo thank you for being here
today. -Thié proceeding is known as a deposition.

" The chairman of the committee has sought out this
deposition as part of the committee's investigation of
lobbying contacts between the White House and Jack Abramoff
and his associates. The person transcribing this proceeding
is a House reporter and a ﬁotary public authorized to
administer oaths, and‘he will now place you under oath.

[Witness sworn.]

Ms. Séchsman. My name is Susanne Sachsman. I'm an
attorney with the majority staff. 1I've been designated as
the majority counsel for this depoéition.

I'm accompanied by Kristin Amerling, who is the chief
counsel for the committee and Anna Laitin, who is the
committee professional staff member.

Would the minority counsel please identify yourselves
for the record?

Mr. Ausbrook. I'm Keith Ausbrook, general counsel for
the Republicans.

Ms; Callen. Ashley Callen, counsel for the Republicahs.

Mr. Castor. Steve Castor.

Ms. Sachsman. Before beginning the deposition I'd like

to go over some standard instructions and explanations
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regarding the deposition.

Mr. Wilson, because you ﬁave been placed under oath your
testimony here has the same force and effect as if you were
testifying before the committee. If you knowingly provide
false testimony you could be subject to criminal prosecution
for perjury, making false statements or other related
.offenses. Do ydu understand that?

The Witness. Yes.

Ms. Sachsman. Is there any reason that you would be
unable to prdvide truthful answers to today's deposition?

The Witness. No.

Ms. Sachsman. Under the committee's rules you're
allowed to have an attorney presénf to advise you, and you
do. For the record, would your attorney identify himself?

Mr. McCool. Sure. My name is Steven McCool, and for.
our court reporter it's S-t-e-v-e~n. My last name is spelled
M-c-C-o-o-1. |

Ms. Sachsman. The deposition will proceed as follows.
I will ask you questions regarding the subject matter of the
committee's investigation for up to one hour. When I'm
finished the minority counsel will have the opportunity to
ask you questions for up to one hour. Additional rounds of
questioning will proceed between majdrity and minority

counsel until we're completed.
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The reporter will be taking down everything that you say
and we will make a written reéord of the deposition. You
will need to give verbal, audible answers because the
reporter cannot record nods or gestures. Also for the record
to be clear, please wait until I finish each question before
you begin your answer, and I will wait for you to finish your
response before asking you the next'question. Do you
understand that? |

The Witness. Yes.

Ms. Sachsman. If you don't hear or understand a
question, blease say so and we will repeat or rephrase it.

If I ask you‘aboﬁt conversations or events in.the past
and you are unable to recall the.woxds or details you should
testify as to the substance of such conversatibné or events
to the best of your recollection. If you recall only a paft
of a.conversation or an event you should give us your best
recollection of those events or parts of conversations that
you do recall. Do you understand that? .

The Witness. Yes.

Ms. Sachsman. Do you have any questions before we begin
the deposition? |

The Witness. I don't.

EXAMINATION

BY MS. SACHSMAN:
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Q Would you please state your full name for thé
record? - |

A . Padgett Robinson Wilson.

Q And where are you currently employed?

A I work for Governor Sonny Purdue, state of Georgia.

Q And what is your position there?

A Government affairs director.

Q And who do you report to there?

A The governor.

0 Directly to the governor?

A Yés, chief of staff, yes.

Q And before that position you held another position

at the same job?

A Yes, I was federal affairs director.
Q I saw that you were recently promoted, right?
A Yes, I'm mdving back to Georgia, which I'm really

excited about.

Q Congratulations.

A Thank you.

Q Where were you before you were at -- working for
the govérnor?

A Well, my background is that I came to D.C. right
after I graduated college, worked for Nathan Deal,

congressman from Georgia, as an intern for about four or five
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months or so, got a job with Senator Coverdell and came in as
a staff;assistant; worked my way up to LC, legislative aide,
and then went back to Georgia to do campaign work for him.
And that was in '98.

At the end of the '98 election I wanted to come back to
D.C. and there was not an'opening in thé D.C. office, so
moved back to D.C. without a job and just kind of sent my
resume around and ended up going to Preston Gates without
knowing anything ébout the firm or anything, but
that's -- and fdllowing that Greenberg Traufig}

Q When did you start at Preston Gates?

A It would be January -- February of '99. I was
lobking for a job for about a mohtﬁ.

Q And did you report to -- who did you report to
.there?

A My job at Preston Gates was.as -- I was a
government affairs assistant, which is the equivalent of
paralegal for a lobby team. I spent, you know, most of my
' days doing research and reports.

My issue areas, and they did it a lot like you do it on
the hili where LAs have different issue areas, and mine
were —-- it was maritime and transportation. So I.reported to
- the head of the maritime pfactice group, which Manny

Roubelas, and then of course all of his -~ this maritime
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group, all the lawyers within that group. I did all their
research. So it was generally -- all my issues were specific.
to maritime issues.

Q And then how did you end up switching over to
Greenberg Traurig?

A Well, bécause all my issues were maritime issues I
really did not enjoy what I was doing. I loved the people
that I worked for. The maritime group there, great guys, but
I just did not enjoy -- that wasn't kind of in my wheelhouse
of issues. It would be like healthcare.

So I étarted -- this was leading‘up to the 2000.'
election, started looking for a new_job. My goal at the time
was to hopefully get on in the Whife Housé should President
Bush -- should Bush win that election. And so I started
handing my resume out to all the Republicans in the firm, énd
the Republicans in the firm were, of ¢ourse, Jack.and then a
smaller group of folks there as-well;

So everybody knew I was looking for a-job, but I guess
' right before Christmas in 2000 Jack called me to his office
and said, "heard you're looking for a job; I'm moving to
Greénbefg Traurig and would love to have you join if you wént
to.” And it was kind of a shock to me because I had never
done any work for Jack or very little work for Jack.

My connection to him was through other Republicans in
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the firm, and I would send -- get research projects from them
and I would even do those aftér hours so I didn't take out:
time from my maritihe'work. So he basically said, "I need to
know in two days if you want to go to Greenberg Traurig,” for
a significant raise even though it‘was a parallel position.
It was assistant director of gévernment affairs.

So I made that move, just came back and said, "this is a
great entry into," you know, I can go from there to continue
to look for a job or maybe I'll like this a little more
because -- different issues. So that's how I ended up at
Greenberg,‘just kind of on a very quick decision.

Q And at Greenberg you were assistant direqtor of
goverhment affairs. What did that.entail?

A Assistant director was é completely lateral move.
It sounded better than government affairs assistant but it‘
was basically a paralegal for the practice, and there were
several assistant directors.

We did research not only for Jack's clients but for any

' clients that were -- that needed any kind of research.
Q Who was your direct report?
A H My direct report at Greenberg would.have been Jaéki
because he was my -- hevwas the one who brought me over, but

in actuality it was any attorney who was asking for research

at that time. T worked with that attorney directly.
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Q And did you cover specific subjéct éreas or —-

A . No,-not'really,»not.in the beginning.' There were
no ;— it was just whatever issué was big for the client at
the time.

Q Who were the primary lobbyists who were working for

Jack Abramoff at Gréenberg at the time?

A When we wént over - there was a group that went
over, Kevin Ring, Todd Boulanger, Shawn-Vasell. Those guys
went from Preston to Greenberg. Then at Greenberg,.TOny
Rudy, Neil Volz, Mike Smith, Eddy Aueb, Michael Williams,

those were'kind of the team, I believe of folks who worked

on -- Allen Slommowitz* was another one.
Q ‘What about Duane Gibsoh?
A And Duane, yes.
Q Okay. And Stephanie Ledger—Short?
A Yes, I'm sorry. You're right. Tough to recall all

those names.

Q Sure. Did you do research for all those différent
~people? |

A - Sure.

Q | And did they have specific roles or subject areaé

that they worked on?
A Well, there were client managers, so they had a

client and then there would be, you know, whatever issues
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that client was following at the time. Those would be their
issues. . |

Q So each lobbyist then had their own clients?

A Right, right.

Q Did any of them specialize in clients that were
tribes or were they all covering tribes?

A Those were some of Jack's clients, so of course
some of the clieﬁt managers would be tribal folks.

0 Did you ever have direct contact with clients?

A Yes, I did.

Q And how frequently would that have been?

A Not very frequently. It was mainly along the lines
of alerting thém to different isSués, you know, articles.
Part of my job as assistant director -- let me back up. In
the morning, I would come in and I'd read through all thesé
publications, you know, Cohgress Daily, CQ, and then trade
publications and different magaéines‘that are specific to
these clients, you»know, strange things that you -- you know,
Casino Weekly or whatever the -- things that I had to look
for any issues that might -- the client managers might need
to know about.

And I would clip those and send them around on email to
_the distribution group, say D.C. Shoptalk. That was

everybody who might be involved in an issue for that client.
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So suré, there were I'm sure instances where I found a bill
or something that I sent directly to a client, but that was
rare, and I can't recall one right off the top of my head,
but I'm --

Q Okay. Did you meet with clients face to face or is
that just mostly by email?

A No, it was mostly by email, and it would be -- in
my role as assistant director I was backing people up. You
know, if there was a client meeting I would be‘there to -- as
part of a team but not directly working for that client.

Q What about contact with the targets of lobbying
activity, administration officials, congressional staff,
White House officials?

A You know, again, as a lobby team I wasn't -- as an
assistant director I was not a main lobbyist. I was not
somebody who was out pounding the pavément. My job was to
gather information. My job was to get congressional
schedules. My job is -- you know, it's very.basic; things
' that everybody in the group can use.

But so I would have contact with congressional staff,
you know, House and Senate, administration officials,
infofmation gathering. I mean I could call somebody and ask
for a committee report or something, you know, just things

that I could go find or get out of the printing room myself
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but it's just easier to make a call.
Q . About how frequently would you have contact with
White House officials?

A That's hard to say, and that would depend
on -- there are a lot of White House folks who worked there
who were friends, so you see them on a social basis. You
don't necessarily -- if you're trying to go baék and think of
how many times I've talkedbto folks on work it would really
be tough to do without looking at billing records or my notes
from the time.

o) ﬁid you have frequent contact with Jack Abramoff?

A I did. He was -- his office was actually three
ddors down from my cube at one time and then I was also in an
office down from him.eventually too. So yes, I saw
Jack -- when he was in the firm I saw him all the time.

.0 What was your last contact with Jack Abramoff?

A When all of this happéned,'when Jack -- when Susan

Schmidt did the articles I was actually out of the firm. I
had back surgery and I was at home, and I was recuperating.
I was on Percocet, and Jack called me and said he'd like to
talk to me about what was going on. And I said I'd like tb
wait until I'm back in the»office and I'm.not'on back drugs,
and I never heard from him after that.

Q Have you had contact with the other lobbyists from
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Greenberg?
A . We see each other socially every now and then.
It's not something that I -- you know, we have a lot of

mutual friends, so it's --

Q Are there specific people that you see more often
though?

A I see Todd more often because he and I have a lot
of friends in common. The other guys would just be fandom.
meetings.

Q And have you discussed with any of them the Jack
Abramoff iésues, people pleading guilty, that kind of thing?

A No. 1It's not something that I want to sit around
talking about. No, I have not.

Q All right. I want to turn now to contacts between
the Abramoff team and the team in the White House. Did Jaék
Abramoff discuss with you his contacts within the White
House?

A Jack made it be known in every client
' representation that he was close to or knew Karl Rove. He
never discussed with me the extent of his contacts other than
they wefe frienas in the College Republicans.

Q  So they had a previous friendship?

A Right, right.

Q Do yod know whether he was having regular contact
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with Karl Rove while Karl Rove was in the White House?

A . I do not know that for sure.

Q But he gave the impression that he was doing that?
A Jack would -- I never saw him meet with Karl Rove
and I never know that a call was placed, but I do -- he did

give representation that he was talking to him.

Q Did -- when.he was giving'you -—- when he was
representing that he was talking to Karl Rove do you remember
what subjeéts he Was talking to Karl Rove about?

A I don't.

Q ﬁo you know whether he had contact with anybody
else at the White House?

A ‘T don't know. I don't-—; well, Susan‘Ralston,

that's the only other.

Q And who is Susan Ralston?
A Susan was Jack's assistant who was -- went to work
for Karl and maintained -- she was friends with Jack before,

and I'm sure that if you'ré calling Karl that that's where
“you -- you would call Susan.

Q Do you know how often he had contact with Susan
RalstOn?

A I don't.

Q What about other members of the lobbying team? Did

they have regular contact with the White House?
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A It's hard for me to say. I mean, again, in your
daily lobbying work or just béing around town you see a lot
of fhese people socially so it's --

Q What you're saying is that the other lobbyists saw
people in the White House socially?

A No. What I'm saying is that it's -- what I'm
'saying is that it is possible that they had contact with
félks at the White House. I don't know for a fact whether it
was business or social or --

0) If they were having contact, do you know who they
were having contact with? |

A I don't.

0 ‘That's kind of a genefal>statement, but someone
like, say, Todd Boulanger, if he was contacting people at the
White House do you know who he would have been in touch with?

A I wouldn't know.

Q Did anyone discuss wifh you that they were going to
go to somebody at the White House to discuss a specific
| subject matter or specific issue?

A I can't recall a conversation right now that that
was outiined.

0 Would that have been -- I understand you don't
'recall a specific conversation, but would that have been

something that someone would have said? I mean would that

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1101 Sixteenth Street, NW Second Floor
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 4679200




17

have been a common conversation? Was it commonly known that
people would reach out to peoble at the White House for.
assistance?

A Again, that would -- it would depend on the issue
and it wasn't.something that you wquld -— that you would tell
everybody that you -- you'know, you have a job to do and I
doh't tell my assistant now what I'm doing on a day-to-day
basis, so it's not something that I would -- you know, you're
reaching an end gdal'and that's how you get there. You know,
if wouldn't be somefhing you'd share.

Q By that do you mean that it wouldn't be something
you'd share because‘yéu were trying to keep that private for
some reason? -

A No, because it's youf job, you know, that's what
you're paid to do.

.Ms. Sachsman. 1I'd like to show you twé emails. .Let's
mark these Exhibit No. 1, which.is GTG - R 1234.

[Wilson Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
identification.]

Ms. Sachsman. Let's mark the next one Exhibit No. 2,
which is GIG - R 1235,

" [Wilson Exhibit No. 2 was marked for
identification.]

BY MS. SACHSMAN:
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0 These are both email exchanges from August of 2001,
and in both of them it iooks iike Susan Ralston is providing
Jack Abramoff with the name of potential nominees for OIA.
And then the email is getting forwarded on to you or to you
through Kevin Ring to ask you to research the individual. Do
you reéognize these emails?

A You know, I don't recogniZe the emails, but this is
right along the line of requests that I got.

Q What woﬁld you do when you got a task request like
this? | |

A i would search the internet and Lexus-Nexus and

just try to compile information.

o] ‘What kind of informationvwere you looking for?

A This is background information on who these people
are. - I mean it really -- it's tough to say without knowing,
I guess, a little mote context, and I don't -- but on this,

Senator Redfield, I would just try to compile as much
information as possible. I don't -- that's it.

Q Do you have any idea why Susan Ralston would have
been asking Jack Abramoff for this kind of help?

A | No, I don't.

Q . Do you know why Jack Abramoff would have you doing
4this kind of research?

A Well, the -- it would be tough for me to say
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what -- I mean looking back at this now I could probably fill
in the blanks but at the time'I'm not -- there was no way I
would know what Jack's intent was.

My job was to sit down and do the research, was to do my
job. And so I followed Jack's orders and probably put
together a packet of a:tiéles and any kind of background
'stuff that I could find.

Q When you were -- were you asked to do research like
this for pbtential nominees? Was that a common thing that
you were asked to do?

A it's hard to -- you know, this is six years ago.:
It's hard to remember all the research projects that I did
because I did a lot of them. Itisvnot something that I
would -- I mean it is -- I wouldn't think twice about doing
it. I mean that's just part of the problem. It's hard to‘
recall -- there's no télling how many research projects that
I got, whether it be on this or'a client or on a client
issue. This was just regular occurrence type stuff.

Q Would you have been asked to, I guess, dig up dirt
on people? Is that something that you did, sort of a
negativé research?

A Well, that's -- part of finding out somebody's
background is finding as much information as possible, so --

Q Where would you go to find stuff like that?
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A Public record. You know; that's -~ Lexus searches.
Google didn't really exist beckbthen in its moderh form, so
you had to rely on the old search engines.

Q Okay. Are you aware whether this kind of
information flow from Susan Ralston or for other people in
the White House was common?

A I'm -- not to me. It woﬁld just be hard for me to
know what any of the other guys were getting on a regular
basis from the White House.

o) In both of these emails Susan Ralston is using an
RNC email account. Do you know why she was using an RNC
email account instead of her White House EOP account address?

A I don't want to speculete as to why Susan was using
that. I didn't have much contact with Susan once she left
the firm, so I wouldn't want to get into that.

Q Did you or anyone in your office ever express a
preference for communicating Wifh White House officials over
non-governmental accounts?

A I never -- that was never verbalized to me, no.

o) You said it wasn't verbalized to you, but were you
aware of such a preference that eort of existed?

A No. You knew, I don't recall ever -- that's just.
not something that I remember from the time.

Q Did you ever hear that any White House officials
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were using non-governmental electronic communications to
avoid creating a record of sush communications?

A No, I don't recall that.

Q And when you communicated back and forth with White
House officials did you do that over their official addresses
or their nongovernmental addresses?

A Official addresses. I only knew -- there was only
one‘person that I knew that had a campaign address, and I
never did any work with them.

Q And who would you have been sontacting over their
official addresses?

A I had a lot of very close friends. You know I
worked for Senator Coverdell, and he was the
President's -- then Governor Bush's, I guess, lead guy, lead
liaison in the Senate. And when Senator Coverdell passsd |
away. the Bush campaign was nice enough to take many of our
staff on and give them jobs.

So I had a lot of my good friends from my time on the
Hill who went tb work there. So socially I contacted‘a iot
of people and that's something that I'm not ashamed of.
They're still great friends and most of them were invited fo'
my wedding. And these are -- I still see them all the time,
so it's -- there were a lot of people that went over there

that I kept in touch with.
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0 Did you contact any people non-socially to discuss

any kind of official work—reléted aspects?

| A Sure, absolutely. I mean my job was to -- I was a
lobbyist and I gathered information. I'm sure I talked to
them one time or another over the course of this five years,
four years to talk about business.

0 And who are those people?

A Without knowing, I mean I could list you a
name -- a list of people that I know there, but without
looking at billing records or somethiﬁg like that I wouldn't
know if I ﬁalked to them about business or whether we talked
about having lunch on Sunday. You know, it's just hard to
look back and put that together.

Q I have billing records, and I think we;ll go into
this a‘littlé bit latef, but if you could maybe jusf list out
some. of the people that you had contact with I think that
would be useful sort of_informaﬁion for us to have.

A I'd 1ike to -- I don't want to speculate and say;
somebody's name who maybe I didn't -- you know what I'm
saying? I don't want to say something that is not truthful
aﬁd.maybe put somebody's name in the record when I didn't
talk to them or meet with them or do anything with them.

'Q Okay. But you've discussed that fhere are some

people who you had apparently frequent, repeated contact with
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at the White House.

Mr. McCool. I'm going té object to thatf That's not
hisAtestimony that it was frequent, repeated contact.

Ms. Sachsman. It was social contact, I believe.

-Mr. McCool. All right, but that's different.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q  Okay. For those people who you said you had social
contact with, how often do you have social contact with them?

A Again, that's hard to say unless I'm -- you know,
these are great friends. I mean looking back six years ago
I'm not sure how often I had contact with them. I mean
it's -- these are your -- I mean all the folks that you work

with now I'm sure you talk to them on the weekends or hang

out with them and that's -- it's just hard to say.
Q Okay. Can you tell us who those people were?
A Well, again, I would -- I don't see how my social

friends get into contacts that Qefre'dealing with now unless
I saw billing records or something that I could look at and
' say that, yeah, I talked to them about something other than
when we‘re going to hang out on the weekend.

Q | All right. Let's move into some billing records
then. Maybe that will help you out.

The Greenberg Traurig billing records indicate that you

billed the Choctaw Coushatta and the Saginaw Chipiwa about

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1101 Sixteenth Street, NW Second Floor
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 467-9200




24

$794 for hosting White House and congréssional staff at the
Dubliner‘for a dinner receptién on January 26, 2002. Do you
remember that?

A That one actually I do remember, yes.

Q Okay. Who attended that?

A Wéll, that gets'into -- this was é large event.
The reason I remember it is because it was on a Saturday
afternoon and it's - you know, I am -- I'm kind of the
junior man on the.totem pole. This is a going away party for
a member of our team and there are a lot of people who come
and go to ﬁhis, so I couldn't tell you who was there, but I
was asked to pick up the tab by the client managers.

And on an event like this I'héd either post or prior
approval. I didn't have sign off capability on ény of those
clients for expenses, so I -- this is justla large afternoon
event with people coming and going, so I couldn't tell you

who was there, how'long_they were there.

Q Whose going away party was it?
A It was Shawn Vasell's going away party/
Q How come you were billing clients for Shawn

Vasell's going away party?
A Well, this is Jack's -- the Abramoff -- let me
figure out a way to -- Jack made it be known that our job was

to be seen, our job is to be around town, and this is part of
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a client matter. The fact that we're with -- that we're
being seen by’anybody in the Qovernment and building
relationships ié a client matter, so we're not supposed to
spend our money on that. You bill clients for those
interests, and that's -- that was my understanding as a
junior staffer that I am to be there, you know, talking to
people and building relationships.

Q How did you decide to bill it to these specific
three tribes?

Mr. McCool. Objection. He didn't say that. He said
that he did not have sign off authority and the client
managers decided who to bill. Please don't mischaracterize
his testimony. It's not fair. |

I mean you're here to gather facts. You're not here
to -- I'm sure you don't want misrepresentations or
speéulation, so please represent his testimony fairly.

Ms. Sachsman. I certainly.agree that we wouldn't want
misrepresentations on the record, so if you hear me making a
| misrepresentation or any information coming out incorrectly,
please just correct it.

Mr; Castor. 'Before we go on, what's the date of this
"party for Mr. Vasell?

Ms. Sachsman. January 26, 2002.

Mr. Castqr. Thanks.
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BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q . Do you know how .—— Qhovtold you that you should
bill this to a ciient?

A The client managers make that decision, and
that's -- I was told -- and this again is -- I don't know
these people. I would rather spend my Saturday
afternoon -- this ié_why it sticks out in my mind. 1I'd

rather spend my Saturday afternoon at home with my new wife

at the time, but I was there to pick up a tab, and I spent my

time and I.left.
- Q ﬁo you remember which client managers?
A Well, what were the billings, again?
Q «Chocfaw Coushatta and Sa§inaw Chipiwa.
A All right. The client managers for those were
Shawn -- Choctaw Coushatta, Stephanie; and Sag was Todd. i
mean. there would be a pre or post approval on any of my |

expenditures as a non-client manager at that time.

Q Do you remember -- well, let's move on to another

' one. Billing records also indicate that you billed the

Choctaw $152 for a lunch at the Oval Room with White House

legislative staff on February 1, 2002, so just a couple days'

later. Do you recall that event?
A I don't.

Q Did you pay the food and drink expenses for the
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White House official at that event?
A . I don't know that -- I don't know who was there. I
do not remember that event at all.

Okay. The bill was for $152.

A Right.

Q For lunch at the Oval Room.

A Right.

Q Would that have been a lunch purely for you?

A No, no.‘

Q So you péid for somebody's lunch?

A Absolutely. That's -- as I recall, I mean that
would -- and again, is there a billing record that
goes -- can I look at it? |

Ms. Sachsman. Sure, sure. Let's mark this Exhibit
No. 3.

[Wilson Exhibit No. 3 was marked for
identifiqation.]-
BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q And what we did here also -- we highlighted the
bill that we're talking about out of a long summary
.descripﬁion'of the detailed parts of the bill for the client
but we included the second page, which just mentions who the
client is.

A Okay. I don't remember that particular lunch. I
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really couldn't tell you who was there.

Q Do you know anyone in the White House legislative
staff?
A Yes, I mean of course. I knew a lot of those folks

over there.

Q Who are the possible people that could have been?

A Well, I don't want to guess. This could have been
four people. It could have been six people. I don't want to
guess at.who's there without having -- if there's an instance
where I can recall a lunch or an event I'll tell you, like 
the Dubliner that's -- I do have a solid recollection of
that. I don't recall this at all.

Mr. McCool. Why don't you‘juét ask him, did you ever
take Whife House legislative staff people out to lunch and
who'd you take and who paid for it? |

'Ms. Sachsman. Okay.

| BY MS. SACHSMAN:

0 Did you ever .take any legislative staff people out
to lunch from the White‘House?b

A Yes.

0 | And who did you take to lunch?

A Well, without having a specific time, you know, if
you're asking me to generalize over the entire time I'm there

who did I take to lunch, you know, that's -- I can
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name -- the one name of course is Allison Jones, who is my
longtime friend, but a lot of.the other people in the staff I
did not-know, you know, I didn't have name rélétionships
with.

You know, basicaliy it's a lot of folks going out. You
know, it's not me calling a bunch of people and saying,
"let's all go together," but it's -- the staff
themselves -- again, my job is to go out and to bé seen, and
so I wouldn't have necessarily put a lunch together myself
or -—- today it's -- again, I didn't know a lot of the people
by name unﬁil I meet them because I'm building relationships,
so it's hard to look back now and say anybody else.

Q ‘When you went to lunch with Allison Jones did you
ever pay for lunch?

A Yes.

e And was it you personally paying for lunch or
Greenberg Traurig paying for luﬁch?

A The clients, not Greenberg Traurig, yes. .

Q Okay. So it was -- you used your company‘credit
card and it got billed to a client, correct?

A Yes, used my.credit card, right.

Q When you were at lunch with her were you discussing
client matters?

A No. And you know, lunch -- possibly. Lunch is a
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time to -- I mean as congressional staff you gét 50 calls.a
day. Your time is pulled back and forth. Lunch is a time to
go sit down with somebody and actually have a conversation
without being distracted by what's going on.in the office.
And éure, you can talk about client issues. You can
talk about what you had for lunch or what you had for dinner,
you know, what you did the night before. But yeah, it's a
time to actually talk to each other without being distracted.
Q Did you ever -- I guess when you went to lunch with

Allison Jones did you ever take her to an expensive

restaurant?
A Well -- it's hard -- there are not many restaurants
in D.C. that aren't —— we've been to Cosi before, which is of

course not that expensive, but there are also restaurants in
| D.C. that are, so yes.. And that's -- I mean my relationship
with Allison is such that she;s picked up my tab before. You
know we eét lunch at eaqh other;s homes on the weekends, you
know. |

I mean this is -- it's not a -- this is a longstanding
friendship not necessarily a work relationship, so it's
definitely not a work relationshié.

Q The committee's review of the billing records
indicates that you billed clients for quite a few meals and

drinks with White House officials, and you've said that you
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didn't ha&e your own billing authority. How did you request
the authority to bill a meal Qith a White House official?

A - The authority came from -- a lot of these are -- at
least in my recollection a lot of the events that you're
probably refereﬁcing —-- these are events. I mean these
are -- there would be either somebody there, client managers
there as well ahd leéves. I mean without talking about

specific events it's hard for me to pinpoint, say, how it

was --— howvapproval was given, but I definitely -- I did not
have sign off authority on these clients, so it's -- these
are things that I would -- somebody would have to approve it,

and whether that be the firm or the client manager there was
always a pre or post approval. |

Q Under what circumstances would you reqﬁest that
kind of authority?

‘A Request —-- i'm not sure what you mean.

Q The authority to bill a client for a meai with
someone.

A Would I request the authority -- just explain that
one more time.

Q | So you said sometimes you had a meal with somebody
like Allison Jones and it would be a purely social meal where
she would pick up the tab. How did you decide for some meals

that you were going to request the authority to bill that
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meal to a client?

A . I don't know that there was -- 