FACT SHEET

EPA RELEASES A REPORT TO CONGRESSON VIS BILITY IMPROVEMENT

Today’sAction

The Environmenta Protection Agency isissuing a Report to Congress on visbility improvement
in the nation’ s nationd parks and wilderness aress.

EPA isrequired to report to Congress every five years on vishility improvementsin the
Nation’s nationa parks and wilderness areas, dso known asfederal Class 1 areas. In
developing the current report, EPA andyzed air quality monitoring information available for the
1994 - 1998 time period to assess changes in vighility at 45 of the Nation's 156 parks and
wilderness aress.

This report summarizes vishility changesin three categories: number of days each year with
average vishility; vighility on the 20 percent haziest days, and visibility on the 20 percent best
vighility days. Monitoring data from 28 of the 45 Stes showed no change in vishility for all
three categories. For most of these Sites, visihility has remained unchanged for the past 8 to 10
years.

This andyss showed the following changes over the 1994-1998 time period:

< Conditionsimproved at the following Six Stes on the best days:
C AcadiaNaiond Park, Maine

RPinnacles National Monument, Cdifornia

Badlands National Park, South Dakota

Washington, Digtrict of Columbia*

Y dlowstone Nationd Park, Wyoming

Great Sand Dunes Nationa Monument, Colorado
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< Conditionsimproved &t five Stes on the haziest days
Canyonlands Nationa Park, Utah

Finnacles Nationd Monument, Cdifornia
Redwood National Park, California

San Gorgonio Wilderness, Cdifornia

Mammoth Cave Nationa Park, Kentucky
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< Conditionsdeclined at three stes on the best-visihility days.
C Snoguamie Pass-Alpine Lakes Wilderness, Washington
C Chiricahua Naiona Monument, Arizona
C LyeBrook Wilderness, Vermont



* While not a park, data was analyzed and included in the report. This Site provides an
interesting comparison of urban and rura eastern Stes.

EPA isaddressing vishility issues through its regiond haze program, designed to improve
vishility and air quaity in the nation’s most treasured natural aress, S0 thet these areas may be
preserved and enjoyed by current and future generations. The regiond haze program aso will
improve vishility over broad geographic areas, including other recregtiond sites and cities.

Background & Chronology

Vighility imparment occurs when particles and gases in the atmaosphere scatter and absorb
light. Without pollution, a naturd visud range is gpproximately 140 milesin the West and 90
milesin the Eagt. But in many parts of the United States, fine particles have significantly
reduced the distance people can see. In the Wes, the current range is 33 to 90 miles, and in
the Eadt, the current range is only 14 to 24 miles.

The 1977 Clean Air Act established anationd vighility god of returning vishility to natura
ranges and preventing future visibility degradation in 156 important natural aress across the
country (35 nationa parks, 120 wilderness areas, and one internationa park).

In 1977 Clean Air Act amendments aso required EPA to issue regulations to ensure
“reasonable progress’ toward mesting the nationa godl.

In 1980, EPA issued itsfirgt regulations addressing the vishility. Those regulations focused on
vighility problemsthat could be linked to a single source of pollution, or asmal group of
sources. At the time, the Agency deferred regulations addressing regiona haze issues until
monitoring and moddling techniques could be improved, helping EPA better understand the
pollutants causing vighility imparment.

In 1988, EPA, aong with states and federa land managers (those agencies responsible for sites
such as nationd parks, nationd forests and other lands), began monitoring fine particle
concentrations and visibility in 30 nationd parks and wilderness areas across the country. The
agencies andyze this data to determine what portion of vishbility impairment can be attributed to
various pollutants in the air, such as sulfates, nitrates, organic and elementa carbon, and ol
dust.

In 1990, Congress again amended the Clean Air Act, placing additiona emphasis on regiond
haze issues. Among other actions, the 1990 amendments required EPA to work with severa
western states to address vishbility in the Grand Canyon National Park. EPA established the
Grand Canyon Vishility Trangport Commission in 1991. Congress required EPA to issue
regiona haze regulations within 18 months of receiving the Grand Canyon commission’s



recommendations.

EPA’sinitid report to Congressin 1993, estimated the vishility changesin federal Class| areas
that could be expected as aresult of the 1990 amendments to the Clean Air Act.

In 1996, the Commission delivered itsfind report to EPA. The report included significant
technica analyses and broad-based consensus on strategies to improve vishility in 16 Class 1
areas on the Colorado Plateau.

In 1999, EPA issued regiona haze regulations that require states to develop vighility
improvement plans. The plans, due from 2003 to 2008, must include goas for improving
vighility a each Class 1 area and emisson-reduction drategies to meet these gods. EPA is
funding five multi-gtate planning organizations to evauate the haze problem and to recommend
regiond gpproachesto improve air qudity.

Over the lagt two years, EPA has worked closdy with state ar pollution agencies and federd
land managers to expand the visibility monitoring network from 30 to 110 Stes. The network is
designed to provide data that regiondly represents al 156 Class 1 aress.

For moreinformation:

Thisfact sheet and the related report are available on the World Wide Web at
http://Aww.epagov/ttn/oarpg/tifshtml, and http:/Aww.epagov/arivishility/ respectively.

Hard copies of this report are aso available from the National Service Center for
Environmental Publications (NSCEP). Place an order by phone at (800) 490-9198 or order
online a http://www.epa.gov/ncepihom/. NSCEP provides one free copy of a document per
requestor.

For questions about this report, call Gary Blais at 919-541-3223.



