Novenmber 29, 1996

FACT SHEET

EPA' S PROPCSAL ON THE | NTERI M | MPLEMENTATI ON PCLI CY FOR THE
GRONPARTI CULATE MATTER NATI ONAL AMBI ENT Al R QUALI TY STANDARDS

Today's Action...

Al ong with new proposed national anbient air quality
standards for ozone and particulate matter (PM, EPA is
al so today proposing a policy outlining requirenments
States nust neet in the interimbefore the new standards
becone effective.

When issued in final form the interiminplenentation
policy will assure that States maintain the nmonmentum of
exi sting control prograns for ozone and PM during the
time when they are preparing their plans to inplenment any
new or revised ozone or PM standards.

After considering and incorporating public comment, EPA
intends to nmake this proposed policy effective on the
date that EPA pronul gates a final decision on the ozone
and PM national anbient air quality standards. The policy
would remain in effect until EPA approval of State pl ans
that inplenment any new or revised standards.

EPA is today proposing revisions to the ozone and PM
standards in a separate notice. EPA intends to consider
comments fromthe public, states, industry, environnental
groups, and others before nmaking a final decision on any
revisions to these standards. EPA plans to issue those
final rules by June 28, 1997.

Key El enents of the Interimlnpl enentation Policy...

EPA' s proposed interiminplenentation policy will require
t hat existing ozone and PM designations remain in effect
unti| EPA establishes new designati ons based on any new
ozone or PM standard. The policy will provide for

redesi gnation of ozone and PM areas with clean air
quality data if certain requirenents are net.

The interiminplenentation policy is strongly based on
the principle of "no backsliding". The key el enent of
this policy is to insure that essential prograns required
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under the Clean Air Act for attainnment of existing air
qual ity standards are continued where it is appropriate
to do so. Two specific areas where the proposed policy
nodi fies existing requirenments are in the area of

attai nment denonstrations for existing standards and
recl assifications of existing ozone nonattai nnment areas.

® The proposed policy provides additional flexibility to
satisfy control progranms for ozone nandated by the C ean
Air Act. Specifically, for "serious", "severe" and
"extrenme" ozone nonattainnent areas, the policy would
allow credit for em ssion reductions outside existing
nonattai nment areas to satisfy the post-1996 rate-of -
progress requirenents nandated by the Clean Air Act.

® The policy al so addresses other issues and prograns
i ncludi ng the Qzone Transport Region (OIR), which is
conprised of 13 northeastern States and the District of
Col unbi a, the Photochem cal Assessnent Mnitoring System
conformty with transportation plans, and new source
revi ew requirenents.

O her EPA Actions Related to Ozone and PM National Anbient Ar

Quality Standards | npl enentation..

® As stated above, the interiminplenentation policy wll
remain in effect until States have approved pl ans
i npl emrenting any new or revised ozone or PM standards.
EPA i s now devel opi ng strategi c guidance to the States on
how they should revise their inplenentation plans to
attain and maintain these standards. The first phase of
this strategy will mainly consist of guidance related to
designation of areas with regard to their new attai nment
status. The second phase of the strategy will address
remai ni ng i npl enentati on plan requirenents.

® EPA is scheduled to propose the first phase of the
strategy in June 1997 and finalize it in June 1998. EPA
is schedul ed to propose the remaining portion of the
i npl ementation strategy in June 1998 and finalize it in
June 1999. An advance notice of proposed rul emaki ng
regardi ng the devel opnent of this strategy is being
publ i shed today in a separate notice.

Backgr ound. . .




EPA created the Ozone/ PM Regi onal Haze | npl enentation
Prograns Subconm ttee in August 1995 under the Federa
Advi sory Comm ttee Act (FACA). The purpose of the
Subconmmittee is to advise EPA on innovative, flexible and
cost-effective strategies for integrated inplenentation
of ozone, PM and regi onal haze control prograns.

The formation of this Subconmittee is an exanple of how
EPA is reinventing government in order to | essen

regul atory burdens on State and | ocal control agencies
and on affected industry sources by optim zing integrated
strategies for reduci ng em ssions of both ozone and fine
particulate matter. Qzone and PM are formed under
simlar atnospheric conditions by gases (NOx and VCOCs)
and are emtted fromthe sane types of sources, which
tend to be located in the sane geographic areas. These
simlarities provide opportunities for optim zing
integrated strategies for reducing em ssions of both
pollutants in the nost cost-effective, efficient and

The Subcommttee is working to develop the nost effective
and comon-sense strategies for attaining the ozone and
PM st andar ds and maki ng reasonabl e progress under the

regi onal haze program The Subconmmittee is providing

advi ce to EPA on devel opi ng both phases of the

i mpl enentation policy, and is advising EPA on the
strategi c guidance to States on how they shoul d revise
their inplenentation plans to attain and nmaintain any new

The Subconmittee, which is currently conposed of 59
nmenbers from State, |ocal and tribal agenci es;

envi ronnment al groups; industry; scientific/academc
groups and ot her Federal agencies, first net in Septenber
1995. Numerous Subcommittee neetings have been held

t hrough Novenber 1996. The Subcomrittee will continue to
meet through 1997, generally every two nonths unless nore
frequent neetings are necessary.

°
°
fl exi bl e manner possi bl e.
°
or revi sed standards.
°
For nore information ...
°

Anyone with a conputer and a nbdem can downl oad the
proposal fromthe Clean Air Act Amendnents bulletin board
(1 ook under "Recently Signed Rules") of EPA s electronic
Technol ogy Transfer Network (TTN). For further

3



i nformati on about how to access the board, call (919)
541-5384. The TTN can al so be accessed through EPA s
honepage on the Internet. The address is:
http://ttnww. rtpnc. epa. gov

For further information about this proposal, contact
Sharon Reinders at EPA's O fice of Air Quality Planning
and Standards at (919) 541-5284.



