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ADVANCE NOTI CE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKI NG | MPLEMENTATI ON

OF NEW OR REVI SED CGZONE AND PARTI CULATE MATTER Al R QUALITY

STANDARDS AND REG ONAL HAZE PROGRAM

Today's Action...

¢

The Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) is today

i ssuing an advance notice of proposed rul emaki ng (ANPRV
identifying key issues for consideration in the

devel opnent of new or revised policies to inplenent
revised national anmbient air quality standards for
ground- | evel ozone and particul ate matter (PM, as well
as a regional haze program

On Novenber 27, 1996, EPA proposed to revise the national
anbient air quality standards for ozone and PM EPA is
under a court order to issue a final decision on whether
to retain or revise the PM standards by June 28, 1997.
The Agency intends to follow the same schedul e for
issuing the final ozone standard, and also intends to
propose a regional haze programin md 1997.

Under the Clean Air Act, once EPA revises an anbient air
gual ity standard, the Agency nust establish deadlines for
attaining the standard and al so set forth the actions
that cities and states nmust take to nmeet the new
standards by those deadlines. |In the case of ozone, PM
and regional haze, EPA will devel op a two-phased

i npl ementation strategy. Phase | of the strategy wll
focus mainly on matters related to designation of areas
with regard to their attainment status for new or revised
standards. Phase Il w Il address remaining

i npl ementation plan requirenents. EPA anti ci pates
proposi ng Phase | for public coment in June 1997 and
taking final action on Phase | in June 1998. Phase Il is
schedul ed to be proposed in June 1998 and finalized in
June 1999.

EPA is issuing this advance notice of proposed rul emaki ng
because it believes that waiting until possible standard
revisions are actually pronul gated woul d cause inevitable
del ays and disruptions in national, state and | ocal
efforts to achieve clean, healthy air. This is
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especially true for those efforts al ready underway to
attain the anbient air quality standard for ozone.

Ozone, PM and regi onal haze are products of interrel ated
chem cal conversions in the atnosphere and new approaches
are needed to integrate the nmanagenent and pl anning for
addressing these air quality problens. This ANPRM

provi des a broad scientific perspective on this issue and
addresses ot her inplenentation issues that have been
identified such as the need for regional strategies.

EPA bel i eves that providing advance notice of the issues,
principles, and questions under consideration provides
nore tinme for public participation and input into the
devel opnent of these prograns. The ANPRMis not intended
to indicate predi sposed preferences or decisions by EPA

How i s EPA Using the Federal Advisory Committee Act Process to

Address Orone, Particulate Matter, and Reqgi onal Haze

| npl enent ati on?

¢

| f EPA makes a final decision to revise either or both of
t he national anbient air quality standards for PM or
ozone, the Agency intends to devel op conmon-sense

i npl ementation strategi es that achi eve the new public
health goals in a cost-effective manner. To that end,
EPA has brought together experts fromindustry, State and
| ocal governnents, environnmental groups, and academ a to
advi se the Agency on this inplenentation strategy. Their
advi ce and recommendations wll be the basis for EPA's

i mpl enentati on program EPA created this advisory

comm ttee under the auspices of the Federal Advisory
Conmittee Act (FACA)

Besi des review ng the national anbient air quality
standards for ozone and PM EPA is al so devel oping a

regi onal haze programto address visibility inmpairnent in
Federal Class | areas (certain national parks and

W | derness areas). Wth the possibility that EPA may
revise either or both the ozone and PM standards, as well
as to devel op a new regi onal haze program EPA felt it
was i nportant to obtain advice and recommendati ons for

i npl enenting these prograns froma w de range of
perspectives. As a result, EPA used FACA to establish

t he Subconmttee for Ozone, Particulate Matter and

Regi onal Haze I npl enentati on Prograns formed under the
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Clean Air Act Advisory Comrittee in Septenber 1995.

These prograns are being exam ned toget her because of the
i kelihood that inplenentation prograns for ozone, PM
and regi onal haze could focus on the sane or simlar

sour ces.

The Subconmittee is conposed of about 60 nmenbers
representing State and | ocal agencies, tribes, business
and i ndustry, environnental groups, other Federa

agenci es, and scientific/academc institutions.

In addition, there are a | arge nunber of other
representatives of industry, environnental groups, State
and | ocal agencies, and others on 4 Subconm ttee working
groups: Science and Techni cal Support G oup, Base
Prograns Anal yses and Policies Goup, National and

Regi onal Strategies Goup, and the Comuni cati on and
Qutreach Goup. A Coordination Goup is responsible for
assuring that the work of the other groups supports
overall project goals. Total nenbership of the
Subcomrittee and its 5 working groups is over 150
participants. The working groups are co-chaired by

st akehol der representatives and an EPA official.

Nuner ous neetings of the Subconm ttee have been hel d
since Septenber 1995. The work groups hol d biweekly
conference calls and neet face-to-face as needed,
normal Iy in conjunction with Subconm ttee neetings.

The Subcommittee will remain at the center of EPA' s
efforts to inplenment any new or revised ozone and PM
standards and the regional haze program EPA intends to
continue to adjust the focus and nenbership of the
Subcomm ttee as necessary to address rel evant

i npl enent ati on concerns. For exanple, EPA has taken
steps to assure that the concerns of small businesses are
adequat el y consi dered by augnenti ng Subconmittee
menbership in this area. EPA is also exploring the use
of regional public neetings to obtain additional input on
i npl ementation issues from States, |ocal governnent

agenci es, the general public, and environnental groups.
In addition, the Subcommttee wll be asked to provide
advi ce and recommendati ons on strategies that will spur

t he devel opnent of new clean air technol ogies.

More | nfornmation..




Contact Bill Hamlton at EPA's Ofice of Air Quality

Pl anni ng and Standards at (919) 541-5498 for additional
information. Information about the FACA process can al so
be found on the Internet at:

HTTP: / / TTNVWWV RTPNC. EPA. GOV/ HTM./ ZPMRH FACAHQVE. HTM



