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Armenia

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Armenia work in family-run, small business enterprises.228 Children can be observed
selling flowers on the streets of Yerevan and working in local marketplaces, usually after school
hours.229 There have been reports of increasing numbers of children begging on the streets230

and dropping out of school to work in the informal sector, especially in agriculture.231 Outside
the urban areas children have been known to work in fishing.232
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See also Yerevan State University. "Vostan" NGO Official, Lecturer, Interview with USDOL Consultant, June 02,
2006.

Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age of work: 16221

Age to which education is compulsory: 14222

Free public education: Yes223

Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 101%224

Net primary enrollment rate in 2004: 94%225

Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
Percent of primary school entrants likely to reach grade 5: Unavailable
Ratified Convention 138: 1/27/2006226

Ratified Convention 182: 1/2/2006227

ILO-IPEC participating country: No
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age of employment is 16 years, but the law allows children 14 to 16 to work with
written permission from a parent or guardian. Children under 14 are prohibited from working.233

Children 14 to 16 may work up to 24 hours per week, and children 16 to 18 may work a
maximum of 36 hours per week.234 Employers must require proof of a medical examination
from any employee under 18.235 Children under 18 are prohibited from working overtime, at
night, on holidays, or in hazardous conditions.236 Armenian law defines hazardous work to
include the production and/or sale of alcohol and tobacco products, as well as activities that may

or mental development, or interfere with their
education.237

The Armenian Constitution prohibits forced and compulsory labor, including by children.238 The
law proscribes trafficking in persons and considers child trafficking an aggravated circumstance,
which is punishable with 3 to 15 years imprisonment.239 Sexual intercourse with a minor under
16 is punishable with up to 2 years imprisonment, and involving underage children in
prostitution or pornography can result in 5 years imprisonment.240 The law gives responsibility
to the government to protect children from criminal activities, prostitution, and begging.241

Armenian males are registered for military conscription at 16, but are not subject to compulsory
military service or voluntary recruitment until 18.242

The Armenian State Labor Inspectorate is responsible for ensuring compliance with child labor
laws.243 However, the inspectorate has not received or investigated complaints of child labor
since its inception in 2005 and does not have any inspectors assigned to child labor.244

According to the U.S. Department of State, local community councils, unemployment offices,
and courts have jurisdiction to enforce the laws on minimum working age, but their efforts are
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uneven.245 There have been no reports of child labor cases being prosecuted in Armenia.246

Although the Armenian government has heightened its attention to the issue of trafficking and is
taking steps to more effectively prevent trafficking-related offenses,247 the U.S. Department of
State reports that enforcement of anti-trafficking laws is generally weak, and there is evidence of
collusion with traffickers by individual government officials. Several trafficking convictions
have been overturned by courts or sentences were reduced by re-classifying charges to pimping,
which carries lower penalties.248

Current Government Efforts to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

During the year, the government continued to implement the 2004-2006 National Action Plan to
Combat Trafficking.249 The government is collaborating with international organizations and
NGOs on a variety of counter-trafficking efforts, including mass-media public awareness
campaigns and victim hotlines.250 -
trafficking efforts through a project that trains Armenian consular staff to recognize and assist
trafficking victims in Armenia.251 The UNDP is working with the government to develop anti-
trafficking legislation and strengthen victim assistance efforts.252
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