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Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, approximately 19.3 percent of boys and 15.7 percent of girls 5 to 14 were working in
Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH).551 Children occasionally assist their families with farm work
and various jobs.552

A significant number of children, especially ethnic Roma, live or work on the streets and are
often forced to do harmful and exploitive work such as participating in begging rings.553 Roma
children as young as 4 years have been known to beg on the streets, especially in larger cities.554

The majority of these children are under 14; most of the children do not attend school.555
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Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2000: 17.5%543

Minimum age for admission to work: 15544

Age to which education is compulsory: 15545

Free public education: Yes546*
Gross primary enrollment rate: Unavailable
Net primary enrollment rate: Unavailable
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2000: 76.3%547

Percent of primary school entrants likely to reach grade 5: Unavailable
Ratified Convention 138: 6/2/1993548

Ratified Convention 182: 10/5/2001549

ILO-IPEC participating country: No550

*Must pay for school supplies and related items.
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Children in Bosnia and Herzegovina have been trafficked for sexual exploitation and
occasionally for labor; those who transited to the country generally continued on to Croatia.556

Roma children, in particular, have been known to be trafficked into and within the country for
forced labor.557

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The 1995 Dayton Accords (formally known as the General Framework Agreement for Peace
[GFAP]) established two distinct entities within Bosnia and Herzegovina: the Federation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH) and Republika Srpska (RS).558 BiH constitutional law
supersedes entity laws where provisions are not uniform.559

The minimum age for work in both FBiH and RS is 15 years.560 In both FBiH and RS, minors
15 to 18 must provide a valid health certificate in order to work.561 Both entities prohibit minors
from performing overtime work.562 The law also prohibits minors from working jobs that could
have harmful effects on their health, life, or psychophysical development.563 Night work by
minors is banned, although temporary exemptions may be granted by the labor inspectorate in
cases of machine breakdowns, force majeure, and threats to the country’s two political 
entities.564 In both FBiH and RS, employers found in violation of the above prohibitions must
pay a fine.565

The law prohibits forced or compulsory labor, including by children.566 The minimum age for
compulsory military service in FBiH is 18; it is 16 years in times of war. In RS, the minimum
age for compulsory military service is 18. For voluntary military service in both entities, 17 is
the minimum age.567
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The BiH Criminal Code forbids any form of trafficking with the consequential punishments
ranging from 1 to 10 years.568 Under the Criminal Codes of the two entities, procuring a juvenile
or seeking opportunity for illicit sexual relations with a juvenile is specifically prohibited and is
punishable with up to 5 years imprisonment.569 In FBiH, persons caught recruiting or luring
juvenile females into prostitution face imprisonment of between 1 and 10 years.570 Under the RS
Criminal Code, imprisonment of 1 to 12 years is authorized for individuals who, for profit,
compel or lure persons under the age of 21 into offering sexual services, including by threat or
use of force or by taking advantage of a persons’ stayin another country.571

FBiH and RS entity governments are responsible for enforcing child labor laws; however, neither
FBiH nor RS have dedicated child labor inspectors. Rather, violations of child labor laws are
investigated as part of a general labor inspection. According to both entities’ labor inspectorates,
no significant violations of child labor laws were found in the workplace in 2005, the most recent
date that such information is available. However, investigation of children working on family
farms was not conducted.572

The State Prosecutor’s Office has sole jurisdiction over all trafficking cases and has the authority
to decide which cases to prosecute at the state level and which ones to send to the entity level.573

In 2006, the most recent date for which such information is available, of the 90 cases
investigated and submitted to prosecutors, the courts handed down 32 verdicts, 21 of which
resulted in convictions. Of the 21 convictions, 12 convicted traffickers received suspended
sentences. The length of sentences imposed by the courts increased slightly from the previous
year. One convicted trafficker was sentenced to 8 years' imprisonment for trafficking and 6 years
for money laundering, the longest sentence ever imposed for trafficking offenses in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The judge also ordered seizure of the trafficker's apartment and payment of
compensation to the victim. Police, prosecutors, and the anti-trafficking strike force coordinated
their efforts in 2006, resulting in a successful raid of three well-known bars in central Bosnia.574

According to the U.S. Department of State, corruption among government officials has made it
difficult to combat trafficking.575
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Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The government is collaborating with the IOM to implement anti-trafficking assistance and
prevention programs within the country. These efforts include raising media and public
awareness of trafficking.576 IOM has also assisted the government in its management of counter-
trafficking efforts such as developing a network of shelters for protecting victims and in the
prosecution of traffickers.577 The government has increased its efforts against trafficking by:
establishing a victim referral system, drafting bylaws regarding domestic trafficking victims,
working with local NGOs to provide services to trafficking victims, incorporating trafficking
awareness training into the public school curriculum, and providing training for police,
prosecutors, judges, teachers, and social workers.578

The State Border Service provided better training for its officers stationed at airports and border
crossings on victim identification, interviewing techniques, and referral procedures. These
officers have been given materials to consult to assist them in evaluating victims.579

During the year, the Bosnian government, along with local NGOs, implemented a referral system
that links trafficking victims with available shelter services and legal assistance.580

UNICEF is working in FBiH to assess services available to trafficking victims to ensure that
efforts to remove trafficked persons from exploitive situations does not result in further
victimization.581 Specifically, UNICEF has worked to develop medical, legal, and counseling
support services for children and minors.582
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