Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable

Minimum age of work: 1647

Age to which education is compul sory: 15742

Free public education: Yes®®

Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 959432

] Net primary enrollment rate in 2004 8204"3%7
U kr alne Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
Percent of primary school entrants likely to reach grade 5: Unavailable

Ratified Convention 138: 5/3/1979%%°

Ratified Convention 182: 12/14/2000%%

ILO-IPEC participating country: Y es™0

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

Children in Ukraine are found working in agriculture, trade, services, manufacturing, and
construction. Child laborers typically begin working at 12.4**" Children in rural areaswere
approximately twice as likely to work as those in urban areas.**** Child begging is also present
in Ukraine.***

Ukraine is a source country for child pornography available on the Internet, and the commercia
sexual exploitation of children is aproblem.”** The country is a source country for trafficking
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children.**** Children have been trafficked for sexual exploitation and forced labor.”** Internal
trafficking of children is alarge problem in Ukraine.***" Most trafficked girls are subject to
commercial sexual exploitation, while boys are trafficked for labor or to sell drugs.***® Debt
bondage (forcing the child to pay off debt incurred as aresult of the trafficking) is a common
occurrence in trafficking situations involving Ukrainian children.**

Street children, victims of domestic violence, orphans, residents of boarding schools, and
children with absent parents (often due to migration in search of work or incarceration) are the
groups most vulnerable to exploitation in the worst forms of child labor, including commercial
sexual exploitation.***

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

The minimum age for employment is 16 years.**** With government permission and the consent
of a parent, 15-year-old children may work in certain non-hazardous industries. With the
permission of a parent, 14-year-old children may work in agriculture and the social sector
(orphanages, hospitals, elder care, etc.) on a short-term basisif it does not interfere with their
education.®*** The employment of an underage child is prohibited by law and is punishable by
up to 6 months of imprisonment or judicial restraint for up to 3 years. The sentenceisincreased
to 2 to 5 years of imprisonment if multiple children are involved, if considerable damage is done
to the health of the child, or if the child was involved in hazardous work.***

Forced labor of children is forbidden by law.**** The minimum age for military conscription is
18, and age 17 for voluntary recruitment.*** Pimping or managing a brothel that employs
minorsisillegal and punishable by 2 to 7 years of imprisonment. Involvement of achildin
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prostitution is prohibited and offenders can be punished by 3 to 5 years of imprisonment.***

Importation, sale, distribution, or manufacture of child pornography is punishable by 6 months to
3 years of imprisonment. The sentenceisincreased to 5 yearsif the material ison film or video
media. If there are repeated child pornography violations or if the act was committed by a group
of persons and involved compelling the minor to participate, the sentenceisincreased to 3to 7
years of imprisonment.”** Trafficking of minors 14 to 18 is prohibited by law and is punishable
by 5 to 12 years of imprisonment.***® If the child is under 14, the punishment is 8 to 15 years of
imprisonment.*3%

The State Labor Inspectorate and the State Department of Surveillance over Labor Legislation
Observance in the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy (MOLSP) are responsible for enforcing
child labor policies and laws in the formal sector.***® There were 708 labor inspectorsin Ukraine
in 2006.%> The Labor Inspectorate does not have the authority to inspect informal
workplaces.*>? In addition to the Labor Inspectorate, the Ministry of Emergencies and the
Ministry of Health also conduct inspections.**>

The Ministry of the Interior’s (MOI) Anti-trafficking Department is responsible for the
enforcement of anti-trafficking laws. It has a staff of approximately 600 officers and branch
officesin all 27 regional directorates.”* In 2005, 446 trafficking victims, 39 percent of whom
were children, were returned to Ukraine.*** In 2005, the police conducted 2,000 raids to
investigate suspected instances of child exploitation and trafficking, including checks at 600
photographic and video studios, 2,500 nightclubs, 300 massage parlors, 270 modeling agencies,
420 hotels and campsites, and 1,100 Internet cafes.***® The MOLSP revoked the licenses of a
limited number of employment agencies suspected of involvement in trafficking; however, the
MOI reported that MOLSP’s enforcement was not uniformly effective.**>” In 2005, the most
recent date for which such information is avail able, there were 415 criminal prosecutions for
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trafficking, an increase of 54.3 percent over 2004. In 2005, the most recent year when such
information was available, 115 persons were convicted of trafficking.**® The U.S. Department
of State reports that corruption among police and in the courts hampered the enforcement of anti-
trafficking laws.**°

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

On May 11, 2006, the government approved the State Program to Combat Child Homelessness
and Neglect for 2006-2010. The document identifies child labor as a factor related to child
homelessness. The program aims to identify and support at-risk families.***® The Government
of Ukraine has a National Action Plan for 2006 to 2016 on the implementation of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child, with separate chapters on the worst forms of child labor,
child trafficking, and sexual exploitation.***

The Department of Juvenile Affairsin the Ministry of Family, Y outh, and Sport (MOFY'S) and
the Criminal Police on Juvenile Affairsin the MOI have the responsibility of identifying working
children in the informal sector.**** The Ministry of Health is responsible for providing physical
and psychological rehabilitation to child victims of commercial sexual exploitation.”*® Children
found to beinvolved in prostitution are often put in boarding schools. Although the boarding
schools provide education, room, and board, conditions are usually poor.****

In cooperation with the IOM and with funding from the European Commission, the government
supports shelters for victimsin seven cities.*** The government assisted potential trafficking
victims through its overseas embassies.***® The government and NGOs cooperated on
awareness-raising campaigns.**®” A trafficking awareness-raising campaign for teachers and
students was managed by the Ministry for Education and Science.**® The government
conducted anti-trafficking trainings for investigators, prosecutors, and judges in conjunction with
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international organizations.”* The government and NGOs continue to screen and refer victims
found at the airport in Kyiv and the port of Odessa **"

The Government of the Ukraine cooperated with ILO-IPEC on aUSD 1.1 million USDOL-
funded project which ended in August 2006. It improved Ukraine’s policy and legal framework
for addressing child labor, raised awareness, conducted research on child labor issues,
established a child labor monitoring system, and withdrew 1,617 children and prevented 354
children from the worst forms of child labor.**”* The government participated in a 3-year USD
1.5 million USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC regional project to combat the trafficking of children for
labor and sexual exploitation that ended in January 2007.**"2 The project withdrew 195 children
and prevented 666 children from exploitive labor in Ukraine.**”* Beginning in September 2006,
the government supported a USD 3.5 million USDOL -funded project to combat child trafficking
and other worst forms of child labor. It operatesin Albania, Bulgaria, the UN- administered
Province of Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, and Ukraine. The project aimsto withdraw 1,350 and
prevent 3,150 children from exploitive labor throughout all of the participating countries.*™ In
2006, USAID funded a USD 1.2 million project through the IOM to rai se awareness of
trafficking in persons among children and young women 12 to 25 years, to provide support to
local and national government, and to assist approximately 700 trafficking victims.*™ [LO-
IPEC has worked to support community-based centers to assist children from at-risk families,
street children and orphans. It also assisted with a program to provide support to children
leaving state boarding schools, a group especially vulnerable to trafficking, and train them for
life outside of the institution.*3®
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