
LETTER OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 

THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AND 

THE MINISTRY OF LABOR, INVALIDS AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

REGARDING CONTINUING LABOR COOPERATION 

Acknowledging that the Department of Labor of the United States of America 
(USDOL) and the Ministry of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam (MOLISA) entered into a memorandum of understanding 
regarding labor cooperation on November 17, 2000; 

Acknowledging that both USDOL and MOLISA wish to continue labor 
cooperation on matters of mutual interest in conformity with the laws and 
regulations of either country; and 

Reaffirming their common commitments to cooperation undertaken to achieve the 
objectives of effectively implementing core labor standards and providing 
necessary social safety net protections; 

USDOL and MOLISA intend to conduct additional dialogues and cooperative 
activities focusing on matters of mutual interest including but not limited to the 
following areas: 

" 

	

Improving industrial relations, 
" 

	

Improving labor laws and regulations, 
" 

	

Enhancing labor inspection and enforcement, 
" 

	

Promoting employment services and social safety net programs, 
" 

	

Developing workplace-based HIV/AIDS prevention and education 
programs, 

" 

	

Preventing and eliminating exploitative child labor and human trafficking, 
and 

" 

	

Protecting migrant/overseas workers. 

Form of Cooperation 
Unless otherwise mutually decided, USDOL and MOLISA intend to utilize the 
following forms of cooperation: 

" 

	

Exchange of information and materials on relevant topics, 
" 

	

Dialogues between senior ministry officials on matters of mutual interest, 



" Exchange of technical officials or experts focusing on specific subject 
matters, 

" Seminars, workshops and conferences to be held in either country, and 
" Other cooperative activities or projects . 

Coordination 
Overall coordination for cooperation as described in this understanding rests with 
the Bureau of International Labor Affairs of USDOL and the International 
Relations Department of MOLISA. Both USDOL and MOLISA intend to support 
such cooperation by providing official, expert, and staff support and the 
information needed for the effective implementation and evaluation of 
cooperative activities . 

Where considered appropriate and necessary to achieve the objectives of this 
Letter of Understanding, upon mutual decision, USDOL and MOLISA may invite 
the participation of representatives of workers, employers and non-governmental 
organizations . 

USDOL and MOLISA intend to bear the cost of activities under this Letter of 
Understanding jointly, with each side paying for its own expenses unless 
otherwise decided. It is understood that the activities to be undertaken pursuant to 
this Letter of Understanding are subject to the availability of duly authorized and 
appropriated funds. 

This Letter of Understanding is effective from the date of the signing for a 
consecutive twenty-four month period . It may be amended or extended by written 
consent of USDOL and MOLISA. This Letter of Understanding shall be 
terminated three months following written notification by either USDOL or 
MOLISA to the other. 

Signed at Washington, in duplicate, this 17th of August, 2006, in English and 
Vietnamese . 

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR FOR THE MINISTRY OF LABOR, 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF INVALIDS AND SOCIAL 
AMERICA: AFFAIRS OF THE SOCIALIST 

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM: 

11 /~a Unt 

`~ Jame ! Carter Nguyen Luong Trao 
Dep~ity Undersecretary Vice Minister of Labor, Invalids and 
for International Affairs Social Affairs 



THIf GHI NHd 

GICA 

BO LAO BONG - THU'ONG BINH VA XA HOI 
LONG HOA XA HOI CHU NGHIA VIET NAM 

VA 

BO LAO BONG HOP CHLJNG QUOC HOA KY 

VE TIE P TUC HOP TAC LAO BONG 

This nhan rang Bo Lao Bong-Thuong binh va Xa hoi ctiua nucrc Cong hoi Xd hoi 
Chit nghia Viet Nam (MOLISA) va Bo Lao dong Hop chiing quoc Hoa Ky 
(USDOL) da lcy Ban Ghi nho ve Hop tic Lao dong vao ngay 17 thing 11 nam 
2000; 

Thixa nhan rang MOLISA va USDOL mong muon tiep tuc hop tic ve nhixng van 
de ma hai ben clung quan tam trong linh vuc lao dong phiu hop voi phap luat va 
quy dinh cita ca hai ntrarc ; va 

Khang dinh lai nliung cam k et chung ciia hai Bo doi v&i viec hop tic nham dat 
dtroc nhung muc Lieu thuc thi co hieu qua cac tieu chudn lao dong ca ban va cung 
cap nhirng su bao ve can thiet ctita mang loon an toan xd hoi ; 

MOLISA va USDOL du dinh tien hanh cac cuoc doi thoai bo sung va hoat dong 
hop tic tap trung vao cac van de ma hai ben cung quan tdm, bao gom nhung 
khong gibi hail trong nhung lurch vuc sau: 

" 

	

Cai thien quan he lao dong, 
" 

	

Cai thien phap luat va quy dinh ve lao dong, 
" 

	

Tang cuong thanh tra lao dong va thuc thi phap luau lao dong, 
" 

	

Thitc clay cac dich vu viec lam va cac chtrong trinh ve mang ltr&i an toan 
xa hoi, 

" 

	

Xay dung cac chtrong trinh giao duc va phong ngira HIV/AIDS tai not lam 
viec, 

" 

	

Ngdn chin va xoa bo lao dong tre em va buon ban ngtrixi nham muc dich 
boc lot, va 

" 

	

Bao ve ngt0i lao dong di tru va lao dong a nuac ngoai. 

H'mh th&c ho°p tic 
Neu hai ben khong co quyet dinh gi khac, MOLISA va USDOL du dinh se thuc 
hien nhirng hinh thtirc hop tic sau ddy: 

" 

	

Trao doi thong tin va tai lieu ve cac chu de co lien quail, 
" 

	

Doi thoai giua cac quan chirc cao cdp cua hai Bo ve cac van de ma hai ben 
cung quan tam, 



" 

	

Trao doi cac quan chitc hoac chuyen gia ky thuat tap trung vao cac van de 
cu the, 

" 

	

To chuc cac h6i thao chuyen de, h6i thao, h6i nghi a hai nufc, va 
" 

	

Cac hoat d6ng hoac du an hop tac khac . 

Phoi hod 
Viec ph6i hop tong the cac hoat d6ng hop tac nhu da neu trong van ban nay dugc 
giao cho Vu Hop tac quoc to cua MOLISA va Cuc cac van de Lao d6ng quoc to 
cua USDOL . MOLISA va USDOL se ho trg six hop tac nay bang viec cung cap 
quan chuc, chuyen gia, can b6 va th6ng tin can thiet cho viec thlrc hien va dank 
gia c6 hieu qua cac hoat d6ng hop tac. 

Trong truong hop xet that' phu hop va can thiet de dat dugc cac muc tieu cua Thu 
Ghi nhoy nay, tren ccr sCy quyet dinh cua hai ben, MOLISA va USDOL c6 the mori 
su tham gia cua cac dai dien ciia nguori lao d6ng, ngu6i sir dung lao d6ng va cac 
to chuc phi chink phii . 

MOLISA va USDOL se cung chiu moi chi phi cua cac hoat d6ng da neu trong 
Thu ghi nh& nay, theo d6 moi ben se tit trang trai nhfg chi phi cua chink minh 
neu kh6ng c6 quyet dinh lchac. Duqc hieu rang cac hoat d6ng se dugc tien harsh 
chieu theo Thu ghi nho nay phu thu6c vao nguon guy dugc uy quyen va phdn bo. 

Thu Ghi nh& nay c6 hieu luc ke tix ngay ky trong khoang thbi gian hai mucri tit 
thang lien tuc. Thu nay c6 the dugc sira doi hay gia han v&i str gong y bang van 
ban cua MOLISA va USDOL. Thu Ghi nha nay se het hieu lttc ba thing sau khi 
MOLISA va USDOL c6 th6ng bao bang van ban cho nhau. 

Da ky tai Washington ngay 17 thing 8 nam 2006 thank hai ban bang tieng Anh va 
tieng Viet. 

TRAY MAT 

	

TRAY MAT 
BO LAO DONG -THV0NG BINH 

	

BO LAO DONG 
VA XA HOI CONG HOA XA. HOI 

	

HOP CHUNG QUOC HOA KY 
CHU NGHIA VIET NAM 

Nguyen Luang Trao 
Thix tru6-ng 
Bo Lao d6ng - Thuomg binh va Xa h6i 

Jaes Carter 
P *6 Thin tru6ng ve cac van de quoc to 
B6 Lao d6ng 


