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Algeria

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

Children in Algeria work in small workshops, on family farms, in street vending, and especially
in informal trades.110 Children also work as domestic servants.111 Algerian children may be
trafficked for forced labor as domestic servants or street vendors.112 There have also been
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Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor

Percent of children ages 5-14 estimated as working: Unavailable
Minimum age of work: 16101

Age to which education is compulsory: 16102

Free public education: Yes103*
Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 112%104

Net primary enrollment rate in 2004: 97%105

Percent of children 5-14 attending school: Unavailable
As of 2003, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 96%106

Ratified Convention 138: 4/30/1984107

Ratified Convention 182: 2/09/2001108

ILO-IPEC participating country: No109

*Must pay for school supplies and related items.
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reports of children being used by armed groups, including paramilitary forces allied with the
government.113

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age for employment in Algeria is 16, unless participating in an apprenticeship.114

The Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare may also grant permission for children under age 16
to work in certain fixed-term temporary jobs.115

the permission of a legal guardian, and that they cannot participate in dangerous, unhealthy, or
harmful work or in work that may jeopardize their morality.116 The government has not,

only to employment based on a contract and therefore does not apply to children working on
their own account.117 Night work is prohibited for youth under the age of 19.118 Violations of
labor laws are punishable by fines and, for repeat offenses, imprisonment of between 15 days
and 2 months.119

Algerian law prohibits forced or compulsory labor, including by children.120 The law provides
for imprisonment of 5 to 10 years and fines for the corruption and debauchery of minors younger
than age 19. The law also provides for 5 to 10 years of imprisonment and fines for involvement
in the prostitution of minors.121 The law prohibits the creation or distribution of pornography
and provides for 2 months to 2 years of imprisonment and fines for offenses.122 Although there
is no law specifically prohibiting trafficking in persons, the law establishes penalties including
imprisonment from 6 months to life for holding and transporting people against their will.123 The
law also provides for 5 to 10 years imprisonment and fines for involvement in prostitution when

their arrival in the country.124 If such crimes involve minors, the prison term may be increased
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to 15 years and fines doubled.125 In addition, the government has stated that laws against illegal
immigration and forced labor are used to enforce anti-trafficking standards.126 The minimum age
for recruitment into military service is 19.127

The Ministry of Labor is responsible for enforcing minimum age laws. The U.S. Department of
State reports that the Ministry of Labor enforces minimum age laws through surprise inspections
of public sector enterprises, but that it does not enforce the law consistently in the agricultural or
private sectors.128 The Ministry of Interior, through the national and border police, and the
Ministry of Defense, through the police-like gendarmerie that operate in rural areas, have law
enforcement responsibilities relating to trafficking.129 The government reported that in 2006,
1,062 persons were charged with activities related to the corruption of minors, which the
government indicated were associated with trafficking.130

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Algeria has trained government officials to recognize trafficking and to deal
with victims of trafficking.131
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