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Guinea-Bissau

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

An estimated 62.2 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years were counted as working in Guinea-Bissau in 
2000.  Approximately 64.4 percent of all boys 5 to 14 were working compared to 64 percent of girls in the 
same age group.

2153
  Children work in street trading, farming, and domestic labor.

2154
  For four months, 

during the annual cashew harvest, children are withdrawn in part or completely from school in order to 
work in the fields.

2155
  In addition, commercial sexual exploitation of children occurs, but the extent of the 

problem is unknown.
2156

   
 
School attendance is compulsory for six years.  The government is obligated to cover all costs for the first 
four of these years.

2157
  In 2000, the gross primary enrollment rate was 70 percent and the net primary 

enrollment rate was 45 percent.
2158

  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of students 
formally registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  In 
2000, 37.3 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years were attending school.

2159
  During the 2004-2005 school 

year, teacher strikes over unpaid wages plagued the education system.
2160

  There is a shortage of qualified 
teachers and an insufficient number of classrooms and schools, particularly in rural areas where the 
majority of the population resides.

 2161
 Girls face additional challenges to receiving an education, such as 

having to travel long distances in potentially unsafe conditions to get to school.  Girls are also expected to 
assist with domestic work, compelled to marry at an early age, and prevented from attending school when 
pregnant.

2162
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The worst forms of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in Guinea-Bissau.  The 
minimum age for employment is set at 14 years for factory work and 18 years for heavy or dangerous 
labor, including work in mines.

2163
  The law prohibits forced or compulsory labor by children.

2164
  

Prostitution is illegal in Guinea-Bissau, as is the use of violence, threats, or other coercive actions to 
transport individuals to foreign countries.

2165
  The practices of selling, trafficking, and kidnapping of 

children are also criminal offenses.
2166

  In order to prevent trafficking, the law requires that persons 
traveling with children outside of the country submit their personal identification documents; as well as 
the identification documents of the child’s parents or the child.

2167
  According to Decree 20/83, boys under 

16 years may volunteer for the armed forces with the consent of their parents/tutors, and all citizens aged 
18 to 25 years are subject to compulsory military service.

2168
  

 
According to the U.S. Department of State, although age requirements are generally respected in the 
formal sector, child labor occurred in the informal sector without oversight or enforcement by the 
Ministries of Justice or Civil Service and Labor.

2169
  There is no information available on the enforcement of 

laws pertaining to trafficking or commercial sexual exploitation of children. 
 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

The Government of Guinea-Bissau drafted a Strategic 
Document for the Reduction of Poverty in 2004 that includes 
the elimination of the worst forms of child labor as a key 
objective.

2170
  The World Bank assisted the Ministry of 

Education in 2005 with strengthening the education sector 
through a 10-year, USD 14.3 million Basic Education Support 
loan project.  Among other activities, the project included 
infrastructure development, government capacity-building, 
and improvements in the quality of education services.

2171
  In 

addition, the WFP implemented a school feeding program 
aimed at improving enrollment and attendance rates, especially for girls, in primary schools.

2172
   

 
The UNICEF country program seeks to increase recognition of children’s rights and ensure full 
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).  It is also working to improve access 
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138         

Ratified Convention 182         

ILO-IPEC Member                 

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan  
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to quality basic education, particularly girls.
 2173

  Small-scale child labor initiatives that focus on literacy, 
education alternatives, and technical training are also being implemented by NGOs.

2174
  The Adventist 

Development and Relief Agency has received support from USAID to build schools along the border with 
Senegal, where 7,000 to 8,000 Senegalese refugees live.

2175
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