Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2002: 15%"8
Minimum age of work: 14158
Age to which education is compul sory: Not compulsorlyl/gl;89
A ’ * Free public education: Yes——*
Cote d’Ivoire Gross primary enrollment rate in 2003: 72061
Net primary enrollment rate in 2002: 56%"%
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2002: 55.99%'%
As of 2000, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 889419
Ratified Convention 138: 2/7/2003"%
Ratified Convention 182: 2/7/2003"%
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes'’

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

In 2002, approximately 14.4 percent of boys and 15.7 percent of girls ages 5 to 14 were working
in Céte d’Ivoire.™® In Cote d’Ivoire, many children work in agriculture on family farms.
Children aso work in the informal sector, including as street vendors, shoeshiners, errand
runners, car washers and watchers, and as food sellers in street restaurants. They also work in
small workshops and in family-operated gold and diamond mines. Ivorian girls as young as 9
years cillggwork as domestic servants, and some are subject to mistreatment including sexual
abuse.

Children work in the cocoa sector in Cote d’Ivoire. According to a study carried out by the
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in 2002, amajority of children work
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aongside their families on farms owned either by immediate or extended relatives.**® Some of
the working children come from outside the country’s cocoa zone, either from other regions of
Cdte d’Ivoire or from neighboring countries such as Burkina Faso."* There are also credible
reports of trafficked children from Burkina Faso, Mali, and Togo working on Ivorian cocoa and
coffee farms.”*®* According to the I TA study, approximately one-third of children who livein
cocoa-producing households do not attend school.**** Children working on cocoafarms are at
risk of being involved in hazardous tasks, such as carrying heavy loads, spraying pesticides
without protection, using machetes to clear undergrowth, and burning vegetation.**>* According
to a 2005 Government of Cote d’Ivoire survey conducted in the district of Oumé, some 92
percent of children working on cocoa farms carry heavy loads, including children as young as 5

years. 1205

Pro-government militiaand rebel groups recruit children for use in armed conflict, sometimes on
aforced basis.**®

Cote d’Ivoire is a source and destination country for trafficked children.***" Children are
trafficked into the country from Mali, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin, and Mauritania to
work as domestic servants, farm laborers, fishermen, and for sexual exploitation.**®® In
particular, trafficked boys from Ghana, Mali, and Burkina Faso work on cocoa, coffee,
pineapple, and rubber plantations. Guinean boys are trafficked to work in the mining sector,
while boys trafficked from Togo work in construction and those from Benin in carpentry.*®
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Ivorian girls are trafficked to Gabon to work as domestic servants; girls from Ghana, Togo, and
Benin are trafficked to Cote d’Ivoire to work as domestic servants and street vendors and from
Nigeria, China, Ukraine, and the Philippines to work as waitresses and prostitutes in street-side
restaurants. Girls are trafficked domestically to work as domestic servants, waitresses, and in
prostitution.”® Refugee and displaced children in the refugee zone in western Céte d’Ivoire are
trafficked to work as domestic servants, in mines, and on palm oil plantations.****

Child Labor L aws and Enfor cement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years, including for apprenticeships.*?*?

Ivorian law requires parents or legal guardians to sign employment contracts on behalf of
children under 16 years and to serve as witnesses to contracts signed by children between 16 and
18.1#13 Night work by children under 18 is prohibited, and all children are required to have at
least 12 consecutive hours of rest between work shifts.**** The Labor Inspectorate can require
children to take amedical exam to ensure that the work for which they are hired does not exceed
their physical capacity.'?*

lvorian law prohibits forced or compulsory labor.***° In 2005, the government adopted a decree
defining hazardous work that is forbidden for children under 18 years. The decree outlines
prohibited work in the categories of agriculture, forestry, mining, commerce and the urban
informal sector, handicrafts, and transport.***” The minimum age for both voluntary and
compulsory recruitment into the military is 18 years."® Persons convicted of procuring a
prostitute under 21 may be imprisoned for 2 to 10 years and charged a fine.***°

The constitution and law do not specifically prohibit trafficking in persons.*?®® However,
traffickers may be prosecuted for kidnapping, mistreating, or torturing children with a
punishment of 1 to 5 years of imprisonment and a fine. Alienation of a person’s freedom is
punishable with 5 to 10 years of imprisonment, with the maximum penalty enforced if the victim
isunder 15.**#" Individuals who receive or leave a person as financial security face afine and a
penalty of 6 monthsto 3 yearsin prison, which automatically increasesto 5 years when the
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victi mlizgzunder 15 years. If labor isimposed on a person, the penalty is 1 to 5 yearsin prison and
afine.

The Ministry of Civil Service, Employment and Administrative Reform is the government
agency responsible for enforcement of child labor laws.***® Enforcement of child labor
prohibitions is hindered by alack of resources, weak institutions, and the lack of a regulatory and
judicial framework.'®* In 2006, the Ministry of Security created a department of child
trafficking and juvenile delinquency within the criminal police division to centralize all police
activities related to children in the government-controlled areas of the country.’® The
government rarely investigates trafficking cases and only prosecuted five cases in 2006.1%%

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

In 2006, USDOL awarded a 3-year USD 4.3 million contract to Tulane University to oversee the
efforts of the international cocoa industry and the Governments of Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana to
eliminate the worst forms of child labor in the cocoa sector. The project will assess progress
being made toward implementation of a cocoa certification system free of child labor, covering
at least 50 percent of the cocoa-growing areas in the two countries, and the establishment of
child labor monitoring and verification systems in the cocoa sector.'??’ Between 2002 and 2006,
Cote d’Ivoire participated in a USD 6 million, ILO-IPEC regional project funded by USDOL and
the Cocoa Global Issues Group to combat hazardous and exploitive child labor in the cocoa
sector. The project helped withdraw 6,154 children and prevent another 1,324 children from
exploitive labor in Cote d’Ivoire through the provision of education or training opportunities.
The Government of Cote d’Ivoire also is actively involved in a 6-year, USD 9.25 million
regional USDOL-funded project implemented by ILO-IPEC to combat the trafficking of children
for exploitive labor in West and Central Africa(LUTRENA). The project ams to withdraw and
prevent 9,000 children from trafficking situationsin the region.?®® In 2006, the U.S. Department
of State provided additional funding for Céte d’Ivoire under the LUTRENA project to strengthen
the National Committee for Combating Trafficking and Child Exploitation.®** USAID and the
international cocoa industry fund the Sustainable Tree Crops Program in Céte d’Ivoire, a public-
private partnership that promotes sustainable tree crop systems, including coffee, cocoa, and
cashews, and contains a component to prevent and eliminate the worst forms of child labor on
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farms.’®! GTZ is also partnering with the Government of Cote d’Ivoire to combat trafficking
and the worst forms of child labor.**** UNICEF has demobilized and reintegrated 1,000 former
child soldiersinto society.*?

In 20086, the government reinstated its Child Labor Task Force.®®* The government is
implementing a National Action Plan to Combat Child Labor and Trafficking, which contains
strategies for providing education, shelter, and repatriation services to trafficking and child labor
victims.***®* The National Committee for the Combating Trafficking and Child Exploitation
(NCFTCE), ajoint Ministeria committee chaired by the Ministry of Family and Social Affairs,
coordinates the government’s anti-trafficking efforts and is implementing a child trafficking
monitoring system.’** Nine government ministries are involved in anti-trafficking effortsin
Cote d’Ivoire, and, in 2006, many of these ministries created specific anti-trafficking units.**’

The Ministry of Family and Socia Affairs has conducted awareness-raising campai gns targeting
children at risk of being trafficked and industries that employ child labor. The ministry has also
provided school supplies to at-risk children to allow them to attend primary school .*** The
government also provides alocal NGO with a building, utilities, and staff for a shelter for
trafficking victims; it also has given funding for reintegration services to trafficking victims.*?*
In July 2006, Cote d’Ivoire was 1 of 24 countries to adopt the Multilateral Cooperative
Agreement to Combat Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, in West and
Central Africaand the Joint Plan of Action against Trafficking in Persons, Especialy Women
and Children in the West and Central African Regions.***® As part of the Multilateral
Cooperative Agreement, the governments agreed to put into place the child trafficking
monitoring system devel oped by the USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project; to ensure
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that birth certificates and travel identity documents cannot easily be falsified or altered; to
provide assistance to each other in the investigation, arrest and prosecution of trafficking
offenders; to protect, rehabilitate, and reintegrate trafficking victims; and to improve educational
systems, vocational training and apprenticeships.**** Cote d’Ivoire is a signatory to a nine-
member multilateral cooperative agreement to combat child trafficking in West Africain 2005,
and while the government cooperated with international investigations of trafficking in 2006, the
government did not prosecute any traffickers during the year.*** On abilatera level, the
government cooperates with Malian authorities to combat child trafficking and to repatriate
Malian children found in Cote d’Ivoire.***®

The Ministry of National Education has opened primary mobile schools and community
education centers in cocoa-growing communities to protect children from hazardous wor
Through funding by the World Cocoa Foundation, the Government of Cote d’Ivoire is partnering
with Winrock International to provide educational alternativesto child labor in cocoa-growing
areas of Cote d’Ivoire."?*

k.1244

124 ECOWAS and ECASS, Multilateral Cooperation Agreement to Combat Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children, in West and Central Africa, Abuja, July 7, 2006. See also ILO-IPEC, LUTRENA technical
progress report September 2006. See also Goujon, Emmanuel, "African States Sign up to Fight Human
Trafficking," Agence France-Presse, July 7, 2006.

1242 Government of Cote d'lvoire, Multilateral Cooperation Agreement to Combat Child Trafficking in West Africa,
July 27, 2005.

1243 Government of Céte d'lvoire, Les efforts de la Cote d'lvoire en matiere de lutte contre les pires formes de travail
desenfants. See aso U.S. Embassy- Abidjan.

1244 U.S. Embassy- Abidjan. See also Government of Céte d'lvoire, Les efforts de la Cote d'l voire en matiere de
[utte contre les pires formes de travail des enfants.

1245 Government of Céte d'lvoire, Les efforts de la Cote d'lvoire en matiere de lutte contre les pires formes de travail
des enfants. See also World Cocoa Foundation, Africa- West Africa Winrock CLASSE Program, [onling] [cited
February 3, 2007]; available from http://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/difference/africa-classe.asp.

157



