Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2000: 15.49%%%
o 4 Minimum age for admission to work: 143
Sao Tome Age to which education is compul sory: 13%94
P Free public education: Y es¥%
an d Princi pe Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 13394°°%
Net primary enrollment rate in 2004: 98%°%%"
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2000: 68.8%6°°%

As of 2003, percent of primary school entrants likely to

reach grade 5: 66%6°°%°
Ratified Convention 138: 5/4/2005>"®
Ratified Convention 182: 5/4/2005>
ILO-IPEC participating country: No*%

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

In 2000, approximately 17.2 percent of boys and 13.5 percent of girls 5 to 14 were working in
S&0 Tomé and Principe.*"®® Children work in subsistence agriculture, on plantations, in informal
commerce, and in domestic services.>"** Children also work in auto mechanic shops.*"®
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The minimum age for work in S&o Tomé and Principeis 14 and the law imposes fines on those
who employ underage workers.*"® The law prohibits children under the age of 18 from working
in unhealthy or dangerous conditions, as well as from working underground.>”®” Children under
18 may not work more than 7 hours a day and 35 hours per week.>"® The law prohibits forced
or compulsory labor, including by children.>"® Military serviceis compulsory at 18 years; 17-
year-olds may volunteer with parental consent.>*° Thelaw also prohibits trafficking in
persons.®™* The government has not prosecuted any cases of child labor law violations.>"*?
Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

Research has not identified any policies or programs by the Government of S0 Tomé and
Principe to address exploitive child labor.
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