Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 6-14 estimated as working in 1999: 14.79%%™
Minimum age for admission to work: 1477
Age to which education is compul sory: 0?9279776
1 Free public education: Y *
Nami bl a Gross primary enrollment rate in 2003: 10197
Net primary enrollment rate in 2003: 749%%°7
Percent of children 6-14 attending school in 1999: 91.6%°%°
As of 2002, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 889°%!
Ratified Convention 138: 11/15/20007%%
Ratified Convention 182: 11/15/20007%%
ILO-IPEC participating country: Y es, associated®™
*Must pay for school supplies and related items.

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

In 1999, approximately 15.5 percent of boys and 13.9 percent of girls ages 5 to 14 were working
in Namibia. The majority of working children were found in the agricultural sector (91.4
percent), followed by services (8.2 percent), manufacturing (0.4 percent), and other sectors (0.1
percent).?®
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Children work in commercial and subsistence agriculture, the informal sector, and domestic
service.®® Children find self-employment in basket weaving, traditional beer making, selling
fruits and vegetables, barbering, milking cows, and farming communal land.**®" To support their
households, children also tend livestock, hunt, fish, and gather wild foods.?*®® Children from
Angola, Zambia, and other countries neighboring Namibia reportedly enter the country illegally
and work on communal farms.?*® Children from poor rural households frequently assist
extended family in urban centers with house cleaning, cooking, and child care, in exchange for
food, shelter, and sometimes clothes and money.?*® Numerous HIV/AIDS orphans and other
vulnerable children are reportedly engaged in commercial sexual exploitation.”***

Child Labor Laws and Enfor cement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years. The law aso prohibits children
under 16 years from working in any mine, industrial, or construction setting or underground, and
prohibits children under 18 years from engaging in night work, which is defined as any work
taking place between 8 p.m. and 7 am.*%* The Constitution protects children under 16 years
from economic exploitation and states that they are not to be employed in any work that is likely
to be hazardous; harmful to their health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral, or social
development; or that would interfere with their education.?**

The Constitution prohibits slavery and forced labor.?*** The law prohibits trafficking in
persons,®*® protects children from commercia sexual exploitation, and makesit an offense for

any adult to solicit or entice a child to participate in prostitution.>*®

The law alows for compulsory military service, but there is no military draft because individuals
currently enlist in the armed forces in sufficient numbers. According to the Ministry of Defense
policy, the minimum age for voluntary military serviceis 18 years.>®’
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The Ministry of Labor is responsible for enforcing child labor laws.?*® Ministry inspectors are
trained to identify the worst forms of child labor and use existing enforcement mechanisms.?*®
In 2006, the ministry continued its regular labor inspections, and five complaints were filed with
the ministry regarding child labor.**® The Women and Child Protection Units of the Namibian
Police Force investigate cases involving abduction and child prostitution.*®* The Ministry of
Women Affairs and Child Welfare is charged with ensuring that adequate care is provided to
children, particularly orphans and other vulnerable children.3*

Existing national laws comprehensively address the worst forms of child labor in Namibia. The
government, however, has difficulty with monitoring working conditions on tens of thousands of
communal and commercial farms.®

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Namibiais working with ILO-IPEC to implement aUSD 5 million USDOL-
funded regional child labor project in Southern Africa, which includes activities in Namibia.
Project activities in Namibia include conducting research on the nature and incidence of
exploitive child labor and building the capacity of the government to address child labor
issues.3* In collaboration with the government and NGOs, the American Institutes for
Research isimplementing aregional USD 9 million USDOL -funded project in Southern Africa
to improve the quality of and access to basic and vocational education for children who are
working or at risk of entering exploitive child labor.**® Over itslifetime, this project amsto
prevent 10,000 children in five countries, including Namibia, from engaging in exploitive
labor.3*®® With the assistance of the Namibia Agricultural Union and the Namibia Farm

Workers’ Union, the Government of Namibia conducts public awareness campaigns on child
|abor.>*’
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