Rankings of full-time
occupations, by
earnings, 2000

John E. Buckley

In 2000, pay averaged $16.66 an hour for
full-timeworkersin privateindustry and
State and local governments, according
to datafrom the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics National Compensation Survey. Air-
plane pilots and navigators averaged
$95.80; physicians averaged $61.19.
These two salaried occupations topped
the list of 427 occupations arrayed by
earnings. The average number of annual
hours worked by physicians (2,175) far
surpassed those of airplane pilots and
navigators (1,197). As aresult, the aver-
age annual salary estimate for physicians
was$133,088, compared with $114,673for
airplane pilots and navigators. Because
thestandard error ishigh for each of these
occupations (especialy for physicians),
caution must be exercised in making di-
rect salary comparisons.

These results of the 2000 National
Compensation Survey are the fourth
annual findings of establishment-based
surveysin asample of 154 metropolitan
and nonmetropolitan areas. The sample
represents the Nation’s 326 metropoli-
tan dtatistical areas (as defined by the
Office of Management and Budget in
1994) and the remaining portions of the
50 States. Agricultural, private house-
hold, and Federal Government workers
are not included in the National Com-
pensation Survey. !

High- and low-paying
occupations

Top 10 percent. Of the 43 occupations
with hourly earningsin the top 10 per-
cent , 38 werein the professional major
occupational group; 4 wereinthe execu-
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tivegroup, and 1 wasin sales (sales en-
gineers). Of the 38 professional occupa-
tions, 22 were teaching positions, pay-
ing average hourly earnings ranging
from $54.47 for economics teachers to
$35.19 for psychology teachers. Work-
ersin 11 of these 22 teaching positions
averaged $39.07 or more an hour.

Top 20 percent.  The 86 occupationsin
the top 20 percent of the earnings array
were dominated by positions in the pro-
fessional and executive major occupa
tional groups. (See table 1.) However,
workersfrom other mgjor groupsbeginto
appear inthese high-earningsdeciles. For
example, the service major occupational
group is represented by public transpor-
tation attendants (with arank of 51) and
police and detective supervisors (78)

In the precision production major
group, three occupations were ranked
in the top 20 percent — elevator install-
ers and repairers (73); supervisory
plumbers, pipefitters, and steamfitters
(80); and supervisory electricians and
power transmissioninstallers(82). Inthe
transportation major group, long-
shoreworkers ranked 58, with average
hourly earnings of $28.91.

Bottom 10 percent. Average hourly
earningsranged from $9.80 to $3.99 for
full-time workers in occupations at the
bottom 10 percent of the wage ladder.
More than one-third of these 43 lowest
paying positions were in the service
major occupational group; most of the
remaining two-thirdswere nearly evenly
divided among three major groups—
handlers, administrative support, and
machine operators. The low rate ($3.99
an hour)for waitersand waitressesin the
service group may be misleading; the
National Compensation Survey doesnot
include tips as part of wages because
employersdo not pay thetips. Thus, the
rate for waiters and waitresses reflects
the absence of information on tips. As-
sistants to waiters and waitresses were
ranked 426,with average hourly earnings
of $6.16. (Rates for some other low-
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ranked occupations, such as baggage
porters and bellhops, bartenders, park-
ing lot attendants, and taxicab drivers
and chauffeurs, were similarly affected
by the absence of information on tips.)

Earnings dispersion

Asseenintable 2, average hourly earn-
ings varied considerably within and
among major occupationa groups. The
following tabulation highlights the per-
centage spreads within each of the nine
major occupational groups.?

Percent by
which highest
paid occupation

exceeds the lowest
paid occupation

Major within each of the
occupational nine major
group occupational group
Professional
andtechnical .......... 757
Executive 247
SAES .o 326
Administration
SUPPOIt oo 163
Precision
production ............. 176
Machine
OPErators......ccovenne 117
Transportation.......... 237
Handlers.......cccon... 167
SEIVICE .. 655

The huge spread for professiona jobs
reflectsthedisparatejobsclassifiedinthe
professional major occupational group,
ranging from airplane pilots and naviga
tors and physicians at the top end of the
scale to health record technologists and
technicians and substitute teachers at the
low end. When airplane pilots and navi-
gatorsare excluded fromthe professional
group, the average hourly spread drops
t0 447 percent. (Likewise, excluding wait-
ersand waitressesfrom the service group
produces a 389-percent spread instead of
655 percent.)

Reliability of the data

Thedatainthisarticleare estimatesfrom
a scientifically selected probability



IELIENM  Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation Survey, 2000

Hourly earnings*

Mean hours?

Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean error* Weekly Annual group3
(percent)
1 Airplane pilots and navigators ......... $95.80 94 230 1197 Professional
2 Physicians ............ . 61.19 233 418 2175 Professional
3 Economicsteachers 5447 114 430 1558 Professional
4 Physicsteachers ......... 5295 85 309 1,120 Professional
5 Medicalscienceteachers ............... 5120 76 398 1818 Professional
6 LawteaChers ........coveveieieneeeenans 5115 96 397 1,771 Professional
7 Natural scienceteachers, n.e.c. 4437 46 386 1647 Professional
8 Engineeringteachers............. 4229 85 438 1917 Professional
9 Physical educationteachers ... 3987 117 393 1,506 Professional
10 Sociologyteachers ............ 39.74 88 390 1,596 Professional
n Educationteachers ..............c........ 3933 54 379 1520 Professional
2 Theologyteachers ..........c..ccccueenee. 3914 56 391 1,398 Professional
13 Historyteachers ... 3907 86 347 1301 Professional
“u LAVWENS ..ooiieiiiieieeieee 3876 63 397 2,062 Professional
15 Mathematical scientists, n.e.c 3856 213 400 1,879 Professional
16 Optometnists .......ccveveiiiiiiieanes 3853 49 398 2072 Professional
17 Business, commerce and marketing
teachers ...oooovveeiiiieee L 3834 83 388 1517 Professional
18 Judges ............ 3794 76 392 2041 Professional
19 Englishteachers 3785 93 377 1531 Professional
2 Mathematical scienceteachers ....... 3782 64 386 1511 Professional
21 Social scienceteachers,ne.c. ....... 3763 52 392 1578 Professional
2 Chemistryteachers ....................... 3752 99 387 1451 Professional
3 Biological scienceteachers ............ 3746 80 412 1,808 Professional
2 Earth, environmental, and marine
scienceteachers ...........cco.ceeveenes 37.39 130 390 1,602 Professional
5 Managers., marketing, advertising
andpublicrelations ..................... 3724 30 410 2132 Executive
5 Petroleumengineers ..................... 36.75 69 403 2,083 Professional
/4 Physicistsandastronomers............. 36.66 80 400 2,081 Professional
B Chemicalengineers ............ . 36.39 30 401 2,087 Professional
el Political science teachers 36.17 97 388 1544 Professional
D Agriculture andforestry teachers ..... 3555 264 376 1,668 Professional
3L Healthspecialtiesteachers............. 3522 85 399 1,757 Professional
2 Psychology teachers 3519 98 390 1,637 Professional
B Electrical and electronicengineers ... 3BHA 49 409 2123 Professional
A Financialmanagers ............cccoeeueen. 3387 85 404 2101 Executive
5} Salesengineers ............ccceeveennnen. 3359 55 410 2134 Sales
B Engineers,n.e.C. .........ccceeueeneenans 3351 55 403 2,098 Professional
3 Aerospaceengineers .. 3334 38 401 2,086 Professional
B Nuclearengineers ... 3324 62 401 2084 Professional
2] ACHANES ...ooieiiiieeieee e 3300 79 385 2002 Professional
0 Administrators, educationand
relatedfields .............cccocoeeeieennns 3271 38 398 1939 Executive
4 Managersand administrators, n.e.c. . 3264 37 417 2167 Executive
piod Physicians’'assistants ................... 3238 6.8 398 2,069 Professional
3 Chemists, exceptbiochemists ... 3123 45 400 2,078 Professional
“ Art,dramaand musicteachers ........ 3116 72 384 1510 Professional
5 Phamadists ........c.coevveiiiiiiiinnns, 3110 29 403 2,091 Professional
5B Surveyorsand mappingscientists ... 3105 58 399 2077 Professional
a4 Socialworkteachers ..................... 3083 89 400 1561 Professional
28 Computer scienceteachers . 3073 170 384 1,646 Professional
el Teachers, special education ... 3016 36 3B7 1417 Professional
D Managers, medicineandhealth ....... 3013 39 398 2,068 Executive
51 Publictransportationattendants ...... 3013 6.3 214 1,110 Service
5% Securities and financial services
salesoccupations ..........cocc.veunenns 3011 115 396 2,059 Sales
[5¢] Personnel and labor relations
(10210 = TP 2995 10.7 411 2125 Executive
5 Geologistsand geodesists 2985 88 409 2126 Professional
55 Computer systems analystsand
SCIENESES .....uvvvieiieiiiieeeaeeeans 2936 28 401 2084 Professional
53] 29.16 14 372 1423 Professional
57 2907 53 393 2044 Professional
3B 2891 52 399 2074 Transportation
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Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earnings* Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean errort Weekly Annual group?
(percent)
D Elementary school teachers ........... $28.86 11 366 1,395 Professional
& Metallurgical and materials
ENGINEETS ....eniieieiieeieieeeaenns 2878 64 403 2095 Professional
6l Physical scientists, n.e.c. .. 2856 46 399 2074 Professional
(5% Musiciansand composers ..... 2848 401 294 1,381 Professional
Professional occupations, n.e.c. . 2818 35 398 2041 Professional
&4 Operationsand systems researchers
andanalysts ..............cceeeeiin 2814 53 400 2081 Professional
[55) Athletes ........ooiiiiiiiee 2813 172 402 2037 Professional
@ Administrators and officials, public
administration ..............ccceeeevnee. 2780 23 395 2,045 Executive
67 Tradeandindustrialteachers . 2764 65 386 1,656 Professional
a Actorsanddirectors ..................... 2749 156 398 2,069 Professional
® Civilengineers ...........cccccovvevinnnen. 2735 30 403 209 Professional
0 Managers, service organizations,
nec. ...... 2719 79 398 2,064 Executive
Al Dental hygienists . e 2709 29 360 1874 Professional
7l Psychologists ........ccccuveeeeeeeeeennn. 2703 a7 339 1901 Professional
3 Elevator installersandrepairers ...... 2688 81 400 2080 Precisionproduction
! Speechtherapists ..........cccccccuuun.e. 26.71 37 383 1,664 Professional
B Industrial engineers 2649 27 406 2110 Professional
o Teachers, n.e.c. 2645 55 364 1478 Professional
7 Mechanical englneers . 26.20 35 420 2,186 Professional
B Supervisors, polloeanddetectlves . 2620 34 401 2085 Service occupations
N Helpers,sunveyors ............cc......... 2556 86 387 2013 Professional
29} Supervisors, plumbers, pipefitters,
andsteamfitters ......................... 2535 6.6 400 2,079 Precisionproduction
8L Managementanalysts .................... 2533 44 399 2077 Executive
1324 Supervisors, electricians and povver
transmissioninstallers ................. 2509 34 402 2090 Precisionproduction
83 Medicalscientists ...........c..ccceeunent 2503 62 398 2064 Professional
278 Vocational and educational
counselors ..o 2493 48 378 1,658 Professional
t35) Purchasing agents and buyers,
NE.C. i 24.85 69 400 2,079 Executive
B Editorsandreporters ..................... 2481 6.6 394 2,045 Professional
374 Atmosphericand space scientists .... 2459 145 411 2138 Professional
a8 Managementrelated occupations,
NE.C. iiiiiiiiieeeennns e 24.37 62 400 2076 Executive
D Foreignlanguageteachers .............. 2422 189 425 1658 Professional
D Sales representatives, mining,
manufacturing,andwholesale ........ 2422 a7 406 2112 Sales
a Funeraldirectors ................. e 2403 155 440 2290 Executive
@ Urbanplanners ......... 2393 46 393 2041 Professional
B Otherfinancial officers .................. 2392 40 394 2,048 Executive
A Supervisors, carpentersand related
WOIKENS ..oiviiiiiiceeeee e 2385 72 401 2074 Precision production
5] Libranans ........cccooeveieieniineneneens 2376 38 382 1,773 Professional
5] Chiefexecutivesandgeneral
administrators, public
administration ...........c..cccvevenenns 2372 335 430 2236 Executive
74 Supervisors, extractive occupations . 2365 165 412 2141 Precisionproduction
B Publicrelationsspecialists ............. 2360 71 391 2,000 Professional
D 2355 101 400 2,080 Precisionproduction
100 2345 79 387 1982 Executive
101 2344 98 403 204 Transportation
102 2336 99 39.7 2,060 Professional
108 2322 56 397 2,066 Professional
104 2319 30 396 2053 Professional
106
2318 45 398 2067 Administrative
Support
106 Powerplantoperators .................... 2309 27 398 2069 Precisionproduction
107 Electrical power installersand
FEPAITEIS .....eviiiuieiaeieeeeeeeenns 2306 25 400 2,080 Precision production
108 Physicaltherapists ....................... 2285 42 397 2038 Professional
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Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earningst Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean errort Weekly Annual group?
(percent)
109 Real estate sales occupations ........ $2284 135 378 1967 Sales
110 Occupationaltherapists ................. 2279 48 387 1941 Professional
111 Supervisors, firefightersandfire
preventionoccupations ................ 234 47 492 2558 Service
112 Forestry and conservation
SCIEMHSES ...ovvnenieiiiiieeeeeeeeanes 229 73 402 2091 Professional
113 Painters, sculptors, craftartists,
andartistprintmakers ................. 2207 198 401 2,083 Professional
114 Buyers, wholesale and retail trade,
exceptfaimproducts ....... 2191 70 405 2107 Executive
15 Insurance sales occupations .......... 2180 56 397 2066 Salesoccupations
116 Personnel, training, and labor
relationsspecialists ..................... 2175 31 396 2,058 Executive
117 Sheetmetalductinstallers .............. 21.74 85 397 2,062 Precisionproduction
118 Advertisingand related sales
OCCUPALIONS ....cuevieieeeieeiaeiaanans 2173 74 395 2054 Sales occupations
119 Registerednurses ............cccceeeuens 2169 13 390 2013 Professional
120 Miningoccupations,n.ec. .............. 2161 31 395 2055 Precisionproduction
121 Agricultural and food scientists ....... 2153 96 398 2042 Professional
122 Accountantsand auditors ..... 2151 18 396 2,042 Executive
123 Archivistsand curators .... 2151 106 393 2,046 Professional
124 Stevedores .........cocoiveiiiiiiiiiins 2143 48 393 2046 Handlers
125 Inspectors and compliance officers,
exceptconstruction ..................... 2134 36 393 2041 Executive
126 Telephonelineinstallersand
FEPAINEIS ....eviiniiiiiiiei e eeeeenenn 2133 28 400 2076 Precisionproduction
127 Social scientists,n.e.C. ................. 2128 229 387 2011 Professional
128 Camera, watch,and musical
instrumentrepairers 2128 127 390 2030 Precisionproduction
129 Constructioninspectors ................. 21.19 40 402 2,087 Executive
130 Toolanddiemakers .................c.... 2119 23 401 2,083 Precisionproduction
131 Police and detectives, public
SEIVICE ..eiieniieiieeieeee e 2101 15 400 2074 Service
132 Managers, propertiesand real
(S 7 21.00 79 403 2,095 Executive
133 Brickmasonsandstonemasons ....... 2091 89 391 1979 Precisionproduction
134 Miscellaneous plantand system
operators,N.e.C. ........cceueeurennenannns 2091 71 400 2,065 Precisionproduction
136 Industrial engineeringtechnicians .... 2089 55 404 2102 Professional
136 Railroad brake, signal and switch
OPEratONS ....vvneeiiieeeeieee e 2081 124 400 2080 Transportation
137 DeSIgners .........ccceeeviiiiiiiinniinnnns 20.80 62 396 2056 Professional
138 Aircraftenginemechanics .............. 2075 51 400 2080 Precisionproduction
130 Plumbers, pipefittersand
............................... 2074 48 397 2065 Precisionproduction
140 Mechanical engineering technicians .. 2069 38 403 2095 Professional
141 Aircraftmechanicsexceptengine .... 2069 42 400 2080 Precisionproduction
142 Sales occupations, other business
SEIVICES ... 2067 75 402 2,088 Sales
143 Supervisors, construction trades,
NLE.C. ittt 2043 43 400 2072 Precisionproduction
144 Salesworkers, motorvehicles
andboats ............cooiiiiiiiin, 2032 50 451 2,346 Sales
145 Drywallinstallers ................c...c..... 2032 137 301 2032 Precisionproduction
146 Supervisors, brickmasons,
stonemasons, and tilesetters 2026 129 400 2,080 Precisionproduction
147 Stationaryengineers ..................... 2016 36 399 2074 Precisionproduction
148 Engineering technicians,n.e.c. ....... 2012 29 398 2,069 Professional
149
1997 31 406 2,108 Precisionproduction
150 1981 43 398 2071 Precisionproduction
151 1978 99 400 2064 Professional
152
19.77 65 400 2,080 Precisionproduction
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Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earnings? Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean error* Weekly Annual group?
(percent)
153 Mechanical controlsand valve
(1S 02T (= PR $19.72 44 400 2,080 Precision production
14 Radiologicaltechnicians ................. 19.66 46 396 2,058 Professional
1% Electronic repairers, communications
andindustrialequipment ................ 1959 29 399 2072 Precision production
156 Precision inspectors, testers, and
relatedworkers,n.ec. ................. 1953 77 400 2,080 Precisionproduction
157 Technical andrelated occupations,
NE.C. ciiiiiiiiiii e 1942 33 397 2055 Professional
158 Campetinstallers ..............c.ocoeeaee. 1941 102 396 2061 Precisionproduction
10 Drafters .........coovvvveiiiiiiiiii 1918 32 400 2,080 Professional
160 Adjustersandcalibrators ............... 1912 203 400 2,080 Precision production
161 Fire inspection and fire prevention
OCCUPALONS ....euevieeeieeieeiaeiaaanns 1905 75 417 2170 Service occupations
162 Telephoneinstallersandrepairers ... 1898 30 400 2,080 Precision production
163 Operatingengineers 1894 6.3 400 1957 Transportation
164 Millvwrights ............... . 1881 57 400 2,080 Precision production
165 Respiratorytherapists ................... 1869 20 392 2,040 Professional
166 Streetand door todoor sales
WOKEIS ..o 1869 133 386 2,006 Sales
167 Supervisors, painters, paperhangers
andplasterers ............ccocceviiieane. 1869 31 402 2092 Precisionproduction
168 Supervisors, financial records
PFOCESSING - .cvuevvneenanieeeeeneenanns 1857 34 395 2052 Administrative support
169 Electrical and electronictechnicians . 1853 48 399 2,076 Professional
170 Hoistandwinchoperators .............. 1850 172 420 2185 Transportation
171 Sciencetechnicians,ne.c. ............ 1849 80 392 2039 Professional
172 Heawyequipmentmechanics ........... 1848 41 400 2069 Precisionproduction
173 Automobile body and related
FEPAINEIS .....ovviiiiiiiieei e 1844 99 402 2,090 Precision production
174 Supervisors, distribution, scheduling,
andadjustingclerks .................... 1839 36 403 2097 Administrative support
15 Purchasing agents and buyers,
famproducts ...........cccceeeiveiinane. 1838 156 396 2,060 Executive
176 Chiefcommunicationsoperators ...... 1830 71 400 2,080 Administrative support
177 Ship captains and mates except
fishingboats ............ccooeeieiints 1822 84 516 2359 Transportation
178 Dietiians ...........ccceevviiiiiiiiinniinnnn, 1821 33 396 2,061 Professional
17 Broadcastequipmentoperators ....... 1808 11.3 398 2,068 Professional
180
1808 36 406 2112 Transportation
181 1806 83 40.1 2083 Professional
122 . 1802 37 400 2073 Professional
183 Prekindergartenandkindergarten ..... 1794 74 380 1,659 Professional
134 Religiousworkers,nec. ................ 17.87 164 400 1979 Professional
186 Supervisors, agriculturerelated
WOKEIS .. 1781 69 387 2012 Handlers
186 Industrial machineryrepairers ......... 17.80 18 399 2074 Precision production
187 Supervisors, motor vehicle
OPEIAONS ....vvveveiiiiieiieeieeeeanes 1762 55 428 2225 Transportation
188 Locksmithsand saferepairers .. 1757 54 400 2,080 Precision production
189 Legalassistants ............cccceeeueenans 1756 33 391 2,035 Professional
190 Precisiongrinders, filers, and tool
ShaIPENETS ....cevniiiiiiiiiieieieeas 1755 68 400 2,080 Precision production
191 Therapists,N.e.C. ......ccccvveveuiennnen. 1754 a7 392 2,030 Professional
12 Tool programmers, numerical control . 1754 47 402 2092 Professional
13 SUPerVisors,guards ............c.......... 1754 70 387 1927 Service occupations
le) Managers, food servicing and lodging
establishments .................eeee. 1752 50 432 2,162 Executive
1% Precisionassemblers,metal ........... 1748 21 400 2078 Precision production
196 Plumbers, pipefitters and steamfitters
apprentices 1743 138 3908 2071 Precision production
197 | Capenters ........ccccceeennen. 1728 33 398 2055 Precision production
198 Insurance adjusters, examiners, and
INVEStgators ...........coevviviencennns 1720 38 301 2033 Administrative support
19 Clergy .o 1717 132 471 2450 Professional
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]S Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earningst Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean errort Weekly Annual group®
(percent)
20 Drillers,oilwell ............................. $17.16 252 400 2,036 Precisionproduction
201 Firefightingoccupations ................. 1715 30 483 2512 Service occupations
074 Sheriffs, baliliffs, and other law
enforcementofficers.................... 17.06 27 398 2071 Service occupations
23 Costandrateclerks ....... 1704 131 400 2,080 Administrative support
04 Supervisors,general office ............. 1694 31 397 2063 Administrative support
26 Data processing equipment
FEPAITEIS .....cvviiiuiiieeieeeeeaeeaas 1685 94 398 2067 Precisionproduction
206 Separating, filtering, and clarifying
machineoperators 16.77 36 398 2069 Machine operators
207 Sheetmetalworkers 16.73 49 400 2077 Precisionproduction
208 Crane and toweroperators 16.73 54 398 2067 Transportation
20 Supervisors, mechanicsand
FEPAITEIS .....cvviiiuiiiaeiieeeeaeeans 16.72 134 404 2101 Precisionproduction
210 Inspectors, testers,andgraders ...... 16.68 35 404 2103 Precisionproduction
211 Supervisors, sales occupations ....... 1659 37 414 2154 Sales
212 Structural metal workers 1658 46 389 1981 Precisionproduction
213 MachiniStS ........cvviieiiiiiiiieeens 1658 38 400 2079 Precisionproduction
214 Supervisors, handlers, equipment
cleaners,andlaborers, nec. ........ 1656 70 392 2,030 Handlers
215 Hand molders and shapersexcept
Jenelers Lo 1652 56 400 2080 Precisionproduction
216 Surveying and mapping technicians .. 1644 72 398 2071 Professional
217 Miningmachineoperators ............... 16.30 133 400 2080 Precisionproduction
218 Productioncoordinators ... 1628 28 400 2,076 Administrative support
219 Automobilemechanics ................... 1626 39 403 2,096 Precisionproduction
220 Concrete andterrazzofinishers ....... 1625 123 379 1,896 Precisionproduction
221 Biologicaltechnicians .................... 1622 51 397 2,064 Professional
2 Clinical laboratory technologists
andtechnicians ...............c........... 1611 37 384 1,996 Professional
223 Photoengraversand lithographers .... 16.05 93 392 2037 Machine operators
24 Miscellaneous precisionworkers,
[ KX o 1594 83 400 2,078 Precisionproduction
225 Mechanicsandrepairers,n.ec. ...... 1593 22 399 2,072 Precisionproduction
226 Waterand sewver treatmentplant
00 < 1= (o (=P 15.77 37 400 2079 Precisionproduction
227 Layoutworkers ... 1561 63 400 2080 Precisionproduction
228 Heating, air conditioning, and
refrigerationmechanics ................ 1557 30 400 2075 Precisionproduction
229 Correctional institutionofficers ........ 1548 44 399 2,031 Service
20 Salesworkers, fumiture and home
fumishings ... 1544 123 407 2117 Sales
231 Precision food production
OCCUPAIONS ....evueeveeeeeieeneeeeenns 1532 200 374 1575 Precisionproduction
e Tool anddie maker apprentices ....... 1517 80 398 2071 Precisionproduction
23 Grader, dozer, and scrapper
OPEIALONS ...eeevieieieeieeieeeeeeeenns 1515 56 400 2071 Transportation
2A Productionsamplersandweighers ... 1514 37 396 2059 Machine operators
25 Socialworkers ..........cccoeeieiininan... 1513 74 393 2,027 Professional
236 Proofreaders ...........cccoeveiieninnnnn. 1506 151 397 2,062 Administrative support
237 Dental laboratory and medical
appliancetechnicians .................. 1497 27 389 2024 Precisionproduction
23 Office machinerepairers .. e 1493 114 400 2,079 Precisionproduction
239 Computeroperators ...................... 14.89 27 396 2053 Administrative support
240 Meterreaders .........ccoceeeeeeeiinnnnns. 14.89 35 400 2,081 Administrative support
241 Miscellaneous material moving
equipmentoperators,n.ec. .......... 14.86 43 399 2074 Transportation
242 Constructiontrades,n.ec. ............. 14.85 55 397 2,032 Precisionproduction
243 Artists, performers, andrelated
WOrkers,N.e.cC. ......cccooeeeeenennnnn... 1484 137 378 1,854 Professional
244 Lathe and tuming machine set-up
OPEIALONS ...eeeeieieieeeeeieeeeeeeenns 1481 35 400 2,079 Machineoperators
245 Healthtechnologists and technicians,
[ KX o 14.69 44 397 2,057 Professional
246 Eligibility clerks, social welfare 1468 46 392 2014 Administrative support
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IS  Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earnings? Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean error* Weekly Annual group?
(percent)
247 StENOraphers .......oceeveeeeeneeeennnnns $14.66 60 393 2,042 Administrative support
248 Carpenterapprentices ................... 1466 77 400 1979 Precision production
249 Excavatingandloadingmachine
00 < 1= (0 (=P 14.66 43 400 2047 Transportation
220 Driver-salesworkers . 1464 50 407 2109 Transportation
21 Recreationworkers ... 1463 43 393 2,041 Professional
=2 Weldersandcutters ...................... 1455 27 400 2,080 Machineoperators
23
1450 60 401 2083 Precisionproduction
A 1450 69 400 2080 Precisionproduction
25 1446 37 389 1,999 Administrative support
5 1446 31 400 2078 Machineoperators
57 1445 101 382 1962 Precisionproduction
23
1444 32 399 2,066 Precisionproduction
29 Fumace, kiln, and oven operators,
exceptfood .........cccceviiiiiiiiiiiienns 1437 54 400 2,081 Machine operators
200 Numerical controlmachine operators . 14.36 28 400 2078 Machineoperators
261 Garbagecollectors ..............cc.c..c... 1433 77 400 2079 Handlers
a2 Printingpressoperators ................. 1428 36 396 204 Machine operators
23 Weighers, measurers, checkers,
andsamplers ........coocoveiiiienennenns 1418 78 400 2076 Administrative support
4 Payrolland timekeeping clerks . 1415 28 397 2,061 Administrative support
266 Rollingmachineoperators .............. 14.06 88 400 2080 Machineoperators
266 Personnel clerks exceptpayrolland
tmekeeping ......ccovveiiiiiiies 1402 27 395 2047 Administrative suppo
267 Licensedpracticalnurses .............. 1399 13 393 2,040 Professional
28 Painters, constructionand
MaINEENANCE .......vveeieeeneeiieeaes 1399 43 396 2,007 Precision production
260 Painting and paint spraying machine
operators 1390 131 400 2074 Machineoperators
210
1385 44 398 2058 Machineoperators
27 1384 34 370 1,713 Transportation
2
agents 1382 39 397 2063 Administrative support
273 Material recording, scheduling,and
distributionclerks,n.ec. .............. 1378 86 399 2074 Administrative support
274 Precisionstonesand metals
WOKENS ..o 1374 148 400 2080 Precision production
25 Fabricatingmachine operators,
| KX o 1367 23 399 2,076 Machineoperators
276 Upholsterers ..........cccoovieiiiiienenenns 13.66 132 394 2047 Precision production
277 DiSpatChers .........cocevvivneenniennennn. 1365 41 401 2084 Administrative support
278 Milling and planing machine
00 < 1= (0 1= PP 1356 69 398 2068 Machineoperators
29 Typesettersand compositors . 1356 63 382 1981 Machine operators
280 Salesworkers,parts ...........cc.cceeeee 1352 55 407 2117 Sales
231 Cabinetmakersandbench
CAIPENMENS ... 1341 122 399 2,076 Precisionproduction
p.vd Classifiedad clerks 1338 6.2 392 2,040 Administrative support
23 Salesworkers,apparel .................. 1334 252 383 1972 Sales
4 Salesworkers, hardware and building
SUPPHES ....enieieeieee 1331 6.6 412 2140 Sales
26 Expeditors . 1329 41 398 2068 Administrative support
26 Sales supportoccupations, n.e.c. .... 1328 50 402 2,078 Sales
287 Investigators and adjusters except
i 1328 23 397 2,067 Administrative support
2 1327 89 398 2,061 Precisionproduction
28 1323 52 397 2,066 Precision production
20 1322 19 397 2,061 Administrative support
291
1321 58 399 2077 Machineoperators
2
1321 36 399 2072 Transportation
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IS  Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earningst Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean errort Weekly Annual group®
(percent)
23 Electricianapprentices .................. 1320 53 400 2080 Precisionproduction
4 Smallenginerepairs ....... . 1319 45 400 1,769 Precisionproduction
25 Forgingmachineoperators............... 1314 49 399 2074 Machine operators
2% Household appliance and power
toolrepairers ............cocoevveenneennns 1312 6.0 396 2,058 Precisionproduction
297 Sailorsanddeckhands ... . 13.09 119 453 2270 Transportation
28 Farmequipmentmechanics ............. 1308 52 40.7 2116 Precisionproduction
29 Protective service occupations,
[ TSI oS 1303 63 393 1,737 Service occupations
300 Truckdrivers .........ccoooeviiiieianen. 1296 21 418 2152 Transportation
301 Metal plating machine operators ...... 1291 37 396 2,059 Machineoperators
icord Productiontesters ................. . 1285 33 400 2075 Machine operators
£0¢) Dental assistants .. . 1282 99 380 1974 Service
m Statisticalclerks ...........c..ccooeeennee. 1281 55 392 2036 Administrative support
3B Slicingand cuttingmachine
OPEratONS ....evivneieeeneeeieeeeennes 1281 45 399 2073 Machine operators
306 Grinding, abrading, buffing, and
polishingmachineoperators .......... 1278 30 400 2079 Machine operators
07 Foldingmachineoperators .... 1276 38 396 2058 Machine operators
eo ] TYPISES ..o 1274 18 385 1975 Administrative support
30 Telephoneoperators ............ccueueens 12.60 30 392 2036 Administrative support
310 Salesworkers, other commodities ... 1252 72 397 2,066 Salesoccupations
311 Administrative supportoccupations,
[ TR T T 1252 19 394 2,035 Administrative support
312 Photographic processmachine
OPEIAtONS .....vvniieeeieeeeeaeeieeanas 1247 59 399 2070 Machineoperators
313 Peripheral equipmentoperators ... 1244 69 396 2058 Administrative support
314 Sheetmetalworkerapprentices ....... 1240 165 349 1,793 Precisionproduction
315 Constructionlaborers .................... 1236 48 399 1,999 Handlers
316 Substituteteachers ...................... 1231 143 326 1271 Professional
317 Recordsclerks,n.ec. .......c........... 1229 22 393 2,025 Administrative support
318 Windingand twistingmachine
OPEratONS ....euivneeeieeneeeieeeaennes 1227 78 399 2075 Machine operators
319 Stockandinventoryclerks . 1218 24 398 2065 Administrative support
30 Bookbinders ..........cccocoiiiiiiiininn. 1217 27 399 2073 Precisionproduction
21 Correspondenceclerks .................. 1216 39 398 2059 Administrative support
32 Crushingandgrindingmachine
OPEIAtONS .....ovveiiieeiieeeeneeaeenas 1213 72 400 1997 Machineoperators
33 Informationclerks,ne.c. .............. 1211 33 393 2,038 Administrative support
4 Punching and stamping press
OPEIAtONS .....vvuiiiieiieeeeneeieennas 1211 52 400 2071 Machineoperators
5 Miscellaneous machine operators,
[ X o 1210 37 399 2073 Machine operators
36 Traffic, shippingand receiving
aderks ..o 1209 32 398 2072 Administrative support
7 Bookkeepers, accountingand
auditingclerks ............co.ccoinl 11.96 51 396 2057 Administrative support
228 GUIJES ... 11.96 93 395 2,016 Service occupations
39 Billandaccountcollectors .............. 1193 43 392 2037 Administrative support
30 Supervisors, food preparationand
serviceoccupations .................... 1192 37 422 2139 Service occupations
331 Supervisors, cleaning and building
SEIVICEWOIKENS ......couvvviiiiiiannns 1192 10.7 398 2,068 Service occupations
ccad Hand molding, casting, and forming
OCCUPAIONS ....cueneeniieieeneeeeneanes 1191 29 400 2080 Machine operators
33 Generalofficeclerks ........... 11.88 13 393 2025 Administrative support
A Fumiture andwoodfinishers 11.82 49 400 2,080 Precisionproduction
3B Productioninspectors, checkers
anNdexaminers .........cccccuveeueeennennns 11.81 39 399 2076 Machineoperators
336 Extrudingand forming machine
.................................. 11.78 40 396 2,058 Machine operators
37 Assemblers .........ooceveiiiiiiie, 1176 39 399 2073 Machineoperators
338 Paving, surfacing, and tamping
equipmentoperators .................... 1168 123 400 2005 Precisionproduction
30 Packaging andfillingmachine
OPEratONS ....cuivieeeiieneeeieeeeaennes 1168 29 399 2076 Machine operators
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IS  Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earnings? Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean errort Weekly Annual group?
(percent)

340 | Automobilemechanicapprentices .... $1165 86 403 2097 Precisionproduction
%k} Animal caretakersexceptfamm ........ 1156 97 385 1,807 Handlers
32 | Freight, stock, and material

handlers,nec. ........ccccceeeeeinann.. 1153 33 397 2,060 Handlers
A3 1145 55 384 1,998 Precisionproduction
77} 11.35 33 380 1,788 Administrative support
35 1127 102 399 2073 Precisionproduction
346

operators 1122 112 400 2,079 Machine operators
347 Health record technologistsand

technicians ..........ccccoeeveiieiinn.. 11.18 99 393 2,043 Professional
38 | Electricaland electronicequipment

assemblers .......coeevieiiieens 11.15 40 400 2077 Precisionproduction
349 Moldingand castingmachine

OPEIALONS ...eeevieieeeieeieeeeeeeenns 1115 46 399 2,068 Machine operators
30 | Cementingandgluingmachine

.................................. 1115 102 400 2080 Machineoperators

Bl | Dataentry keyers 11.08 22 395 2014 Administrative support
B2 | Compressingand compacting

machineoperators .............c...c..... 11.06 35 400 2080 Machineoperators
B3 | Sawingmachineoperators .............. 11.03 65 400 2,080 Machine operators
3H4 | Knitting, looping, taping, and weaving

machineoperators .............c........ 11.02 17 400 2078 Machineoperators
3H | Helpers,mechanicsandrepairers .... 1096 48 397 2,066 Handlers
6 Healthaides, exceptnursing ........... 10.88 37 394 2,039 Service
3H7 INENVIEWESIS ..o 1087 28 388 2003 Administrative support
BB | Miscellaneoushandworking

occupations,N.e.C. ..............c....... 1087 41 397 2061 Machine operators
339 | Washing, cleaning, and pickling

machineoperators ...................... 1077 89 400 2,080 Machine operators
330 Legislators ..........cccveveiiiiiieenens 1074 334 325 1,126 Executive
Bl Duplicatingmachine operators . .. 10.73 55 395 2050 Administrative support
3&2 | Pestcontroloccupations ............... 10.72 114 400 2,080 Service occupations
363 | Shapingandjointingmachine

(00 < 1= (o (=P 10.71 52 400 2,080 Machine
34 | Handinspectors,n.eC. ................. 1071 59 398 2071 Machine operators
3B | Billingclerks ..., 1069 39 398 2072 Administrative support
36 Helpers, constructiontrades ........... 10.66 32 399 2,031 Handlers
367 | Billing, posting, and calculating

machineoperators ......... 1055 70 353 1836 Administrative support
33 | Butchersandmeatcutters . 1049 43 400 2,080 Precision production
30 | Receptionists ..............c.ceveeennnnnne. 1043 24 391 2,026 Administrative support
370 Hairdressersand cosmetologists ..... 1041 49 380 1975 Service
371 | Gradersandsortersexcept

agricuttural ... 1031 38 398 2,070 Machine operators
372 Hand painting, coating, and

decoratingoccupations ................ 10.30 6.1 400 2079 Machineoperators
373 | Stockhandlersandbaggers ........... 1028 26 398 2,059 Handlers
374 Foodbatchmakers ........................ 1026 98 400 2077 Precisionproduction
3B Janitorsandcleaners .................... 1025 14 394 2,037 Service
376 | Mail preparingand paperhandling

machineoperators ... .. 1023 58 395 2053 Administrative support
377 | Shoemachineoperators ................ 1017 104 400 2080 Machineoperators
378 | Laborersexceptconstruction,

[ KX o 1017 20 396 2,056 Handlers
3™ Roasting and baking machine

operators,food ...........ccooeeiiiiiinnns 1014 56 400 2,080 Machine operators
330 Productionhelpers .............cc.cooceeet 1010 39 398 2069 Handlers
1 Bakers .......ccoeeennn. 998 104 358 1,858 Precisionproduction
3 | Soldersandbraziers 9.89 78 400 2079 Machine operators
333 | Communicationsequipment

operators, N.e.C. ......ccceueuueuennenns 984 119 397 2012 Administrative support
334 | Banktellers.........ccooeeiiiiiiiiiiienn, 934 23 392 2,039 Administrative support
385 | Mailclerksexceptpostalservice ..... 980 62 389 2024 Administrative support
36 Salesworkers,shoes .................... 975 124 396 2057 Salesoccupations
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IS  Continued—Hourly earnings of full-time workers and weekly and annual work hours, National Compensation

Survey, 2000
Hourly earningst Mean hours?
Major
Rank Occupation Relative occupational
Mean errort Weekly Annual group®
(percent)
387 | Brickmasonandstonemason
QAPPIENCES ...evvveveeieeiieeeiieeeann, $9.73 78 400 2,080 Precision production
3 Teachers'aides .........ccccevveeennnnn.. 972 19 356 1,364 Administrative support
339 | Handpackersandpackagers .......... 958 52 398 2062 Handlers
30 | Groundskeepersandgardeners
exceptfam ... 957 65 398 1,920 Handlers
3P1 | Garageandservice stationrelated
0CCUPAtioNS .......cccvvneiiiiiiinn, 950 6.1 391 2,032 Handlers
32 | Taxicabdriversandchauffeurs ........ 941 46 397 2062 Transportation
338 | Guardsand police exceptpublic
SEIVICE ...ccvvniiiiiiiiceii e, 938 22 394 2,040 Service
394 | Wood lathe, routing, and planing
machineoperators ..........c........... 937 117 397 2065 Machine operators
3% | Textilecuttingmachineoperators ..... 937 75 400 2,079 Machineoperators
3% Inspectors, agricultural products ...... 926 100 398 1984 Handlers
397 Fileclerks 925 37 394 2048 Administrative support
38 925 80 392 2,036 Administrative support
39 Nursing aides, orderliesand
attendants ........oooeeviiiiiii 911 12 387 2011 Service
400 | Motortransportationoccupations,
NLE.C. it 9.10 64 388 1995 Transportation
401 Childcareworkers, nec. .............. 908 29 394 1,969 Service
42 | Vehiclewashersandequipment
cleaners.......ooeviiiiii 903 38 400 2070 Handlers
408 Office machine operators,n.e.c........ 893 41 396 2,060 Administrative support
404 | Serviceoccupations,n.ec. .... 892 127 3901 2,016 Service
406 Welfare serviceaides . 887 35 393 2,028 Service
406 COOKS ..eeenaineinennens 882 23 385 1,953 Service
407 | Hotelclerks.............. 881 33 402 2,086 Administrative support
48 | Parkinglotattendants ................... 858 57 400 2078 Transportation
409 Helpers, extractive occupations ...... 850 112 377 1,960 Handlers
410 | Machinefeedersandoffbearers ...... 845 88 399 2073 Handlers
411 | Handcuttingand trimming
OCCUPAtIONS ....cveieeiieeieeneeeeneanes 835 84 400 2079 Machine operators
412 | Pressingmachineoperators............. 831 44 399 2,076 Machineoperators
413 CashierS .....coceeuieiieiiieiee e 826 13 392 2031 Sales
414 | Textile sewing machine operators 804 45 399 2074 Machine operators
415 | NUrseryWOrkers ..........cooceuveeneennnes 803 34 400 1951 Handlers
416 Kitchenworkers, food preparation ... 802 28 388 1,942 Service
87 Salescounterclerks ..................... 7.88 37 392 2,038 Sales
418 | Maidsandhousemen..................... 787 25 379 1,969 Service
419 Early childhood teachers’ assistants . 784 54 378 1,783 Service
420 | Food preparation occupations, n.e.c. 772 13 382 1931 Service
421 | Launderinganddry cleaningmachine
772 49 391 2021 Machine operators
422 708 62 384 1,998 Service
423
703 43 369 1,899 Service
424
668 58 397 2054 Service
425 | Baggageportersandbellhops . 6.30 76 390 2026 Service
426 Waiters'Maitresses’ assistants 6.16 36 383 1,985 Service
427 | Waitersandwaitresses .................. 399 40 372 1,933 Service

1 Eamings are straight-time hourly wages or salaries paid to employees.
They include incentive pay, cost-of-living adjustments, and hazard pay. Ex-
cluded are premium pay for overtime, vacations, and holidays; nonproduction
bonuses; and tips. The mean is computed by totaling the pay of all workers
and dividing by the number of workers, weighted by hours.

2Employeesare classified as working either a full-time or part-time sched-
ule based on the definition used by each establishment.

3The National Compensation Survey classifies occupations into nine major
groups. Thefull titles used are: (1) professional specialty and technical; (2)
executive, administrative, and managerial; (3) sales; (4) administrative sup-

port, including clerical; (5) precision production, craft, and repair; (6) machine
operators, assemblers, and inspectors; (7) transportation and material moving;
(8) handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers, and laborers; and (9) service occu-
pations, except private households.

4Therelative standard error is the standard error expressed as a percent of
the estimate. Itcan be used to calculate a*“confidence interval” around a
sampleestimate.

Note: The survey covers all 50 States. Collection was conducted be-
tween June 1999 and April 2001. The average reference period was July 2000.
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sample. There are two types of er-
rors possible in an estimate based
on a sample survey, sampling and
nonsampling.

Sampling errors occur because obser-
vations come only from asample and not
from an entire population. The sample
used for the Nationa Compensation Sur-
vey isoneof anumber of possiblesamples
of the same size that could have been se-
lected using the sample design. Estimates
derived fromthedifferent sampleswould
differ from each other.

A measureof thevariation among these
differing estimatesiis called the standard
error or sampling error. Itindicatesthe pre-
cisonwithwhichan estimatefrom apar-
ticular sample approximates the average
result of dl possiblesamples. Therdative
standard error isthestandard error divided
by the estimate. The relative standard er-
rors are presented for al of the occupa
tionsintable 1.

The standard error can be used to
caculatea“ confidenceinterval” around
a sample estimate. As an example, the
mean hourly earnings for physicians
were $61.19 and arelative standard error
of 23.3 percent for this estimate. At the
90-percent level, the confidenceinterval
for this estimate is $37.74 to $84.64
($61.19 plusand minus 1.645 times 23.3
percent [that is, .233] = $23.45); ($61.19+
$23.45=$84.64; $61.19—-$2345=$37.74).
If al possible samples were selected to
estimate the population value, theinter-
val from each samplewould includethe
true population val ue approximately 90
percent of thetime.

Because standard errors may some-
what affect the actual rankings, readers
are advised to view with caution the
rankings shown in thisarticle.

Nonsampling errors also affect sur-
vey results. They can stem from many
sources, such as inability to obtain in-
formation for some establishments, dif-
ficultieswith survey definitions, inabil-
ity of the respondents to provide cor-
rect information, or mistakes in record-
ing or coding the data obtained. Al-
though they are not specifically mea-

sured, the nonsampling errors are ex-
pected to be minimal due to the exten-
sivetraining of thefield economistswho
gather the survey data by personal visit,
computer edits of the data, and detailed
datareview.

The major occupational
groups

Followingisabrief description of thenine
major occupational groups, the types of
occupations included in each group, and
a genera description of the duties and
skillsrequired tofill the positions.

Professional specialty and technical
occupations.  Thismajor occupational
group includes occupations concerned
with the study, application, and/or ad-
ministration of physical, mathematical,
scientific, engineering, architectural, so-
cial, medical, lega statute, biological,
behaviora, library, and/or religiouslaws,
principles, practices, or theories. Some
occupations are concerned with inter-
preting, informing, expressing, or pro-
moting ideas, products, and so forth by
written, artistic, sound, or physical me-
diums. Certain occupationsthat provide
support in al the above fields are in-
cluded in the professional group. Most
professional occupationsrequire educa
tional preparation.

Executive, administrative, and manage-
rial occupations. Managers plan, or-
ganize, direct, and control the major func-
tions of an industrial, commercial, or
governmental establishment or depart-
ment through subordinates who are at
the managerial or supervisory level.
Managers make decisions and establish
objectives for the department or estab-
lishment; they are generally not directly
concerned with the fabrication of prod-
ucts or with the provision of services.
They possess a knowledge of the day-
to-day operation of the organization, but
do not necessarily have the detailed
knowledgerequired of afirst line super-
visor. Most managers are classified in
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this major occupational group.

Inthe case of small establishmentsor
departments, employees who plan, or-
ganize, direct, or control mgjor functions
may also perform functions normally
assigned to supervisors, such as super-
vising lower level employees. Theseem-
ployees are considered as managers.

Thisgroup alsoincludesmanagement-
related workers who implement the es-
tablishment functionsin support of man-
agement at the operational level. Ex-
amplesof these specialized functionsare
analyzing financial recordsand policies,
reviewing organizational structuresand
methods, purchasing goods for internal
organizational use, enforcing standards
and regulations, and so forth.

Sales. Included in the sales major oc-
cupational group are occupations con-
cerned with the selling of goods and
services or property, purchasing goods
and services for resale, or conducting
wholesaleand retail business. Salesrep-
resentatives or agents and sales work-
ers require knowledge of the goods or
services sold, along with the ability to
demonstrate product(s), receive pay-
ments, and perform other sales-related
activities. Supervisors who coordinate
the activities of workers who buy and
sell goods and services are included.
Salesclerksand cashierswho are prima-
rily concerned with receiving and dis-
bursing funds, and require no special
product knowledge, areasoincludedin
this major occupational group.

Administrative support occupations, in-
cluding clerical. This major occupa-
tional group includes al of the broad
groups of occupations performing activi-
ties relating to preparing, transcribing,
systematizing, and preserving written
communications and records; collecting
accounts; gathering and distributing in-
formation; operating office machinesand
electronic data processing equipment;
storing, distributing, and accounting for
stores of materials; operating telephone
switchboards, distributing mail, and de-



IEETJIEWA Highest and lowest paying ocupations within each major occupational group of the National Compensation
Survey, 2000
. Highest-paying occupation Lowest-paying occupation
Major
occupational Mean hourl M hourl
group Occupation eamings Y Rank Occupation g:rr:“:;;y Rank
Professionaland Airplane pilotsand $95.80 1 Healthrecord $11.18 A7
technical navigators technologists
Executive Managers, marketing, 3724 5 Legislators 10.74 330
advertising, and public
relations
Salesoccupations Salesengineers 3359 H Sales counter 788 a7
clerks
Administrative support |  Supervisors, computer 2318 106 Hotelclerks 881 407
equipmentoperators
Precisionproduction Elevator installers 2688 ¥el Brickmasonand 973 387
andrepairers stonemason
apprentices
Machine operators Separating, filtering, 16.77 206 Launderinganddry 772 a1
and clarifying machine cleaningmachine
operators operators
Transportation Longshore equipment 2891 8B Parkinglot 858 408
operators attendants
Handlers Stevedores 2143 124 Nurseryworkers 803 415
Service occupations Public transportation 3013 51 Waitersand 39 a7
attendants waitresses

livering messages; and performing other
administrative and clerical support.

Precision production, craft, and
repair. This group includes occupa-
tionsinvolved in thefabricating, process-
ing, inspecting, or repairing of material,
products, or structural units. Incumbents
must have a thorough and comprehen-
sive knowledge of processesinvolved in
their work, usually acquired through ap-
prenticeship or intensive training. Work-
ers must exercise considerable indepen-
dent judgment and must usually display a
high degree of manual dexterity.

Helpersare excluded from thismajor
occupational group, unless specifically
included. However, apprenticeswho are
learning a craft or trade through on-the-
jobtraining and aformal apprenticeship
training program are included, unless
specifically excluded.

Machine operators, assemblers, and
inspectors.  Workers in this major oc-
cupational group set up and operate ma-
chinery, perform repetitive manual or ma-
chine operations, or tend and control
machinesas part of afairly well-defined
work routine where some independent

judgment or skill may berequired.

Transportation and material moving
occupations.  Thismajor occupational
group covers workers concerned with
activities that are in immediate support
of the operation and performance of
transportation vehicles used to trans-
port peopleor material. It includeswork-
ersinvolvedin the operation of material
moving equipment that is stationary or
has limited range. It aso includes the
supervisors of these workers.

Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers,
and laborers. Workers in this major
occupational group perform unskilled,
smpleduties, primarily manual, that may
be learned within a short period of time
and that reguirelittle or no independent
judgment. These occupationsordinarily
require little or no previous experience.
Duties may require moderate to strenu-
ous physical exertion.

Service occupations, except private
households. This major occupational
group includes occupations concerned
with preparing and serving food and
drinks in commercial, institutional, or

other establishments, providing lodging
and related services, providing groom-
ing, cosmetic, and other personal and
health care services for children and
adults, providing protection for people
and property, attending to the comfort
or requests of patrons of amusement and
recreation facilities, and performing
cleaning and maintenance services to
interiors of buildings. Workersin these
occupations provide persona and pro-
tective servicesto individual s and com-
mercial entities. An aphabetical index
of the occupationsin table 1 is on the
Internet at: http://www.bls.gov/ncy

Notes

* More information on the scope of the
National Compensation Surveys is available
on the Internet at http://www.bls.gov/ncs or
in National Compensation Survey: Occupa-
tional Wagesinthe United Sates, 2000, Bulle-
tin 2548 (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2001).
The Internet site aso provides comprehen-
sive results of the 2000 survey.

2 The spreadsare cal culated by dividing the
rate for the highest paying occupation by the
lowest paying occupation within a major oc-
cupational group, multiplying by 100, and
subtracting 100. For example, $95.80/ $11.18
=8.57; 8.57 x 100 — 100 = 757.
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