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SBUBJECT: Participation in engineering errors

Reference is made CO’your April 16 and June 27 memorandums, relative
to the above-noted subject,

Your existing policy on this matter, as set forth im your April 21,
1960, memorandum to division enginecers, was established with the
advice of this office. This policy draws a distinction between
engineering errors incorporated into the P.S.& E. approved by
Public Roads and engincering errors committed by State personnel
during construction operations. Federal paxticipation in the costs
of corrective work 1s allowed in the first instance but {g denied
in the second. As you indicate, our present thinking is that a
more flexible policy would be appropriate in the latter instance.
In this regard, it is now considered that each such engineering
error should be considered on itd own merits to determine whether
any corrective work is cligible for Federal participation, Where
carelessness, negligence, incompetence, or understaffing on the
part of the State are not contributing factors, favorable consider=-
‘ation may be justified for the type of errors that might occasione
ally occur despite the exercise of normal diligence, In all other
instances Federal participation should continue to be denied,
Questionable cases. should be referred to this office for advance
review and advice,.

We believe that the foregoing will provide you wiéh the requasted
information, Please advise if further comment is desired,
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