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The Boulder Wind Challenge*

*or, the Highs and Lows of Getting 
1,200 Sales in 2 Months







Partnership between City, 
clean energy advocates, 
renewable energy 
suppliers and EPA Green 
Power Partnership



September – October 2005

Goals: 

qualify for EPA Green Power Community

500 more residents and businesses 
signed up for green power



Mayor Mark Ruzzin at press kickoff event recognizing 
existing business purchasers





Help our community:

be a leader in the use of clean, renewable 
energy

reduce greenhouse gas emissions that 
contribute to global warming

reduce air pollution and reduce water 
consumed for power generation

stimulate Colorado’s economy by supporting 
innovative businesses and technologies.



Centralized Website

www.cogreenpower.org

details on products offered, how 
wind works, links to websites, 

phone numbers, 
information on Green-e





• 1,150 new wind power subscribers in 
2 months. (Double the initial goal of 500, 
and now 16% of all Boulder electric 
accounts) 

• 16 million kWh of renewable energy 
(about 6 MW of wind power)

• Environmental benefits equal to
taking 2,440 cars off the road for a year or 
planting 92 acres of trees

• Recognized as EPA Green Power Community

Results!



2006:  Expand Challenge throughout 
Boulder County, aim for 10,000 total green 
power purchasers





Set reasonable but ambitious goals

Figure out data collection upfront

Figure out funding issues (who pays for what)

Short campaign time was manageable and successful, 
Boulder plans to repeat periodically

It helps when the local utility gives away wind power

Lessons Learned



Figure out which renewable energy suppliers to work 
with (Green-e certified? Local utility? Local offices?)

Encourage friendly competition among suppliers

Find champions who can dedicate time to the 
campaign

Make sure the newspaper really proofs paid 
advertisements

Make sure city zoning allows for EPA road sign

Many Lessons Learned


