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‘?75;24 __r_/‘a/q'/m AL };54.“ ¢ /1864

dated
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Muster-ont to date

Clothing account:

Last settled.........., 180 ; drawnsinee ... oo

Due soldier §......... 100; due U. 8. $ .........I00

Am't for cloth'g in kind or money Qi

Due U. S. tor arms, equipments, &e., oo foo |

* Bounty paid §..........T00; due §.......... 100
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CASUALTY SHEET

————— e

i

i

di L, T |
BT T P L i AR NI S A A 2 G . '

Rank: %” _ Company : __.:é___ Regimem_!: _..7,?1
Arm: _d S AL - State: @Wﬂ?éf%m 1
Nature of Casualty: Oé Cﬂ/% .....

CAUSE OF CASUALTY—(NaMe or Disease, &c.) BY WHOM DISCHARGED.

. FROM WHAT SOURCE THIS INFORMATION WAS

: iy ONTAINED.
DEGREE O DISABILITY

: / BY W’I;;OM CI:R 1:% >~ . mm

DATE OF DISCHARGE, DEATH, &c.

£’ AL

PLAC%F DISCHARGE, DEATH, &c.

Clerk.

(119)

e ey ———— T T o r s



2 G P
RECORD OF DEATH AND INTERMIENT.

Name and number of person interred. /-’—ﬂa- ;-—:,,/,.m-c //,(.(4 (.c-.?-
X 52 70

illospital number of the deceased . . ;

- ; ’
| ' e
Regiment, rank, and company, . . . 1}7 /g %‘7""7" /{

i :
:]{t':sitlﬂlm.'. before enlistment

!leubm' and locality of the grave .
|
|

(‘\111;119:.1] eodition, Condd i married, )

the resideniee of the widow) . . ! :

iCnn.ﬂe e .. L L l { (L/ﬁ_)/%‘% .

EAge of the deceased . ! P >
:Nativity SRR e e S L . . - ;
?R‘.-mm-ks suel veforenees . . . I | /s

—
b
i

EDate or (?.t'ntll and burial . iy | : /Aéf Vs /5:’(; 3

[A duplicate of this Record has been forwarded to the Sexion, and another remains ai this Hespital ]

”
To ’_%ffu_‘;bf “_'/(;/__g.? 1ozt
Sin: liFM/mL‘?'é‘: &9'12”'

Tt beeomes my duty to inform you that the person above described died at this Ilospital as herein stated; an!
that it 45 desired his rewnias shoulil b interred-with-the nenabiStaeeyhonors,
Rezpecetfully,

' Surgeon 1S
J‘ i o 7 ; ﬂ'l:f
Muaany, Iozrrrar,

=
T rze [ A
This ¢opy of Recopd iz to he transmitled to the Adjutant- Gcnﬂ al at Wnshington immedintely after the place of burial and the number -

grave have been ascertainad aned registered. The above notifieation i to remain attached.




diutant General's Gffire,
-------- %.‘ZL. < .‘.(/:7.7}?}_/_ 75V /_‘é“
S |

. .%/Zea&;ﬂ ForP S onaiion . ﬂfjf: and bo eolitr oD

/&eﬁawp% sl ik il W AN e fios
@//f/ / 2 /4:':,:’ 7 / éf’%ﬁ/%
@t o% on' 'ez b b
/@’G"”‘ gl o
Ly 7% a L.f_,;f 7806 L., ettt o ///ffﬂ . 5 |
................ S S egiment of> %rw/éw vet. . Doloontoets, o
SELUE === —— nyo%mwmmmﬁ
hmer e y?f/’/ 2/ P A
VL. mé;zwg@__-z’ _______ G v /ﬁ“‘

@G(Z;WZ//Q ,4?1.@!7 ﬁww @)aémém o setre
?w—mgaém waa«%? @i‘/ %W&Q W%ﬁ(% il L

ot Fregemnent, 46,2 e mont#s o o/
ﬁef f /ﬁ MWM{/J( _6_’/_7_{ 2/ r// Z%i_z-afe:»_ /
Cr e’ g linld B AR
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3 ff/g om hﬂlm', that t//)?/j‘//?//,fﬁf /ff/// a8 757//‘1?/{( of

! o,
Captain //!#«*/ Com [mny (Jy__) Uf the /‘/" _ Rogimont of ‘_,)_LJ___ i A C

VOLUNTEERS, of tho State of //// ;‘:’/1 w:ﬂf/r born in o Si2 0% stdilr L State
of ”/’“’/ e , aged ,_/_’____ years; _7_ feet Q,mcbes high; ,{j«-complexlon,
_@ eyes, qir/f/k_iéfh'nr, and by occupation a .f;/? 222z’ ., having _]omed the company on
its original organization at L7z pazls é:’//'( o , and enrolled in it at the muster into
the service of the United States at ’l//;f/ & f?x// /Pﬁ)f on the _a¥( " iz/i day
of it , 186/, (o
/ a0 ~on the —
186 —m—seﬁeuiheﬁagmeﬂt ) for the term of ;I/f?—f{ Zolr k. Lo LRI f?rjé_’/’{ff/
and havmg served HONESTLY and FAITHFULLY with his ’C{Jmpany in %fﬁf—ﬁy%f?”mur

to the present date, is-mew-entitled-te-a BUSTISIATRELT, ESOR-0 Ll
j/ gy

The snid __ i ;"// A7 )1 ifer /'.//K‘° s was lnat paid by Paymastor

Sl ',//// t4a__ to include the %/ 777 _ day of . ﬁé)éa 1L , 186 %, aud has

pay due him from that time to the present date; be is enutlcd to pay and subsistence for

TRAVELING to place of enrollment and whatever other allowances are authorized to volunteer

soldiers, or militia, so discharged. Ile—bas—received 55 doHars;

There is to be stopped from him, ea-sesount-ofthe—Bitnteof T orUther—

f‘!ﬁ‘”ﬁ""ﬂ;—ﬂm-‘l—““
U

e |

oLoTHING received in kind from -aend _for other

7 =
__amounting to ;I//jfl-"'?_? 4 ¢y dollars;

e I
Given in Duplicate, « éﬁ/v’ Losrrss _, this pr’féflay ol & ims
)(/
v
Vrint

[A. O, 0. No, 98] Commanding Company.

Hewimdebted—to : e =— 5 1 .S 2: N




WAR DEPARTMICNT,

surgeom General’s Office,
RECORD AND PENSION DIVISION,

r’
Washington, D. C., /M"”/ f‘f{’ ..... , 1870.

......................................... W Co é' /}/y Reg't %‘;W Vol &
ffﬁi}é'fy.-ém f}”;u/

for treatment for

[TRANSCRIIT FROM RECORDS.] % /
It appears from the records filed in this Office, that 47 1/ /éﬁf‘%/&

wat adsieitbed tp...o.. G Hospital,
/’V z

It also appears from the “List of Casualties” accompanying the “Monthly Report of

Sick and Wounded of that Hospital, for /C:”‘//é ..18(5..2, (e SUTgEON
............ ‘yﬂf ”’{4/ 2 /Z“ b in charge,) that the soldier above described died

/Ozaé«/woj of .. g?pu,/z«/w i

By order of the Surgeon General:

; g e R _‘_.}

/ : o Brev Lieut. Col. and Asst. Surgeon. U. 8. Army.
Vol i
: (103)
XNo /f/;z

(Note.—This certificate should not be detnehed from the accompanying papers. If additional information is desired relative to
the caee, the papers should necompany the application therefor.)



G s tleinptom,
e7zo. yf/

BF lave 4o ono® 4y wod, w.é’;/ 7

/f’? /Mm’m 2 i @g@

22x w/d:.m err oty / ‘ '
ed7 //gé t"madtd tﬂﬂ/dﬁ&’ﬁ//e‘iz’ét’/

; //ecz % &7 aua—
V !//{”/77/”/ //ﬁ?%f was & ﬁ fe [ //X‘! )"
a.éfjﬁ gd///‘ fd’f/, a:f f??? /L%; (4/44, /!,, vL 7
’7//(%/””;»/0,9 /fﬂi?ﬂ @g{/ném o
Felva) sl ,f;eab 0:2 ceseiig) /fz wat, arnd s d‘/ v2 /e

detvice as a% _ﬂﬂj@é : /- C% §
786, > aubay 1, \}6 oo i
@%’ /,,,,g,,fg 2//5_7 / Silal @942.-{“&,, o setre {j ..,7
featd 2 &f:ﬂ PoA wa}i) @ e @é««kﬁ = pé‘p % (g \_Q
/{/f;f mgnf vfé : a?:7z/;f %

fd’&ﬁ ﬁ/ﬁw‘f /71114' f/ ﬂ/ /,(/5/ 6/ﬁjj

11741 /”7!/"4/(7‘/ % f/ )w:// 2ilery,
P .

-
e
/
/
e ol
/
/

& am, S v wfeefodls
Gfou® olidiints stwants m

Sssistant SAdjutant Sensral.
C/émmr;u:;natg %;:J @Lﬂfﬂm@ e

%%Ai’;;gzm@ G B 4
B
Y
e







,9’7”"5-'%% R ol
]//"*““’f‘*“f‘fﬁjﬂyw-
{
|

= /fa.b;%m oo I fas S
o e oot/ it /ﬁ/{uz"c:-/
/ﬁf lrtrvos & alive, mnntinrdy
Y e TN LR Ot e

gl ¥




|
1\

&
|

| :
L i
2
COVE Zf..{_ﬂcg’t,

-- Polunteers,

RPHAN SISIER'S CLAIM
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ENBION.
sals by Tribane Company, bl Clack Bices, Chicago.
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Guardian of Orphan Sistewof
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Printed and for mle by Tribene Company, 31 Clark Street, Clicazo, whers Biawgs of all kinds are kept constanily on band,

—— v 5 /] — o
DECLARATION OF ORPHAN SISTERJFOR PENSION. -

| State nf-ga—u?«éxz«m ___________ 3 : : _ _

-aged_. .3 L..-ycm, who, bemg first duly sworn accordmg to law, doth, on oath, make the follomug declarsu an
in order to obtain a pensmn under the s.ct of .Tul} 14th, ISB“

That he is the legally appointed gnardian of
I 7

%— ....... his wife, and sisterad. .4.& é??/” Lo allB, _who

WHE e el in company.Xo.... co\x_nmanded By Gaptsin= i LAl o b el

.. Volunteers, in the war of 1861-62, who died at

That the brother of ili.‘i said ward<. . upon “hom.@... wholly, or in part dependent for support, havm" leh‘. no
widow, minor child or children, o saetdwes, declarant as guardian, and on behalf pf his wardeZ _refers to the aceom-
panying evidence, and snch as may be found in the Department to establish - é;./l‘._claim under I.he law abov named

H ther declares that his war in the rocEl t ngder sajd act. art
e 5111" 44—!. Q n 1 id . _2
L1550 that the parents of higsai \r::.rd-d_'_ﬁwere marrie m: u&zﬁ

Coe e e SR BaiEa e that he believes ther s_.ﬂ.’é-’?...__ pubilL record of their marriage, and that
ecor P

________ _ MZ/“ -
f’/(é«/ m}J ___________ } é\ﬂfﬂ/ Mmaér/é/

T\m Witnesses.

r’ﬂ
STARE O - i v
£8. :
Eamnty of S Uit sai it e e s R ARG ST Clerk of the
ol I s Gourt in and for the County and State above named, do hereby
certifythat. ..ol 1D Lot o e Bl e .Esq., before whom the faregoing affidavits

were made, and who has thereun his name, was, st the time of sodoing, & oo oo
uly commissioned and sworn, that all his official acts, as such, are
reto is genuine. And do further certify that. s . ... ___

s e e e R o e e e

and the sbove evidence is taken from the records of the
aforesaid, and under seal of said Court

2 T 75 - G o B s iﬁémm;mgégﬁg,“?
who M the onl sur\umg chllﬂ.tlunnder sixteen years of age, of X w1 oA e L2 _and

4 " --Z on th;% ooy ol el e in the
vear. 4L LOT  _ of Cadis, . : )(;mé“ mc_ﬁd‘hﬂ %ﬂg

Attorney to ‘]‘rl'{\ﬂcmﬂ.ﬂ this claim and procure a certificate. m:? 1‘7; Py é C\/ftd-re.d-d@ F Bt

Sworn Lo, subscribed and acknowledged before me this.. /9-2_ i—/ .. day of. _ﬁ?,« ...... A D. 18?,/_
and T hereby certify that I have no interest, direct or.indirect, in the prosecution of this clainf: s :

___;//

-
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STATE OF PENNSTLVANLA

COURTY OF LANCASTER.

1, e

the Court of/(,ommon Pi? LanWounty,
DO HEREBY CERTIFY, That rer. ol Esq.,
. before whom the foregoing affidavit was sade, is now 3:1(17\1'33 at the time the same
was uad = tt_df(_é? Pece s in and for
the 1w/ of Lancasfer, duly authorized by the laws of the State of

Pennsylvania to ddminister oaths and affirmations, and that the foregoing signa-
ture purporting to be his, I verily believe to be genuine.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto sef my hand and affixed the
seal of said Court, this 7 éf—:_ day of (-‘C'ﬁﬁ*ﬁi-—‘— A

n. W77. ﬁ/,_
/f, 4

Frothonatary.
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Elizabeth Meredith

1720 South Gessner Road Houston, Texas 77063
January 15, 1991

Stones River National Battlefield
Rt. 10, Box 495, Old Nashville Highway
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130

Dear Sirs:

Several years ago when I visited the grave of Benjamin Weidler in the
Stones River National Cemetery you informed me that you were collecting in-
formation on the servicemen who are buried there.

The enclosed account dealing with Benjamin Weidler was extracted from a
genealogy I compiled on the Weidler family. The book is copyrighted, how-
ever, if the biographical material is of interest to you, I give you permission
to use "A Family in Crisis," all or in part, in conjunction with your collection
providing it is not reproduced for sale, for profit or for any other commercial
use.

Also enclosed are some copies of extracts from Benjamin Weidler’s Civil
War Pension File. They do not represent the complete file.

I hope you find this material a useful addition te yourcollection.
Yours truly,
A r :
2,2451(0? A \m e c_ﬁ.\tﬁk_

YIS .
R?Cgl\l‘ibd Elizabeth Meredith
(Mrs. Sam L. Meredith)

JANZ 21991

STONMNE RIVER
T ASTYIORT




A FAMII, Y ITN CRITSIS

By Elizabeth V. Meredith

Through the following account we are given one of those rare opportuni-
ties to experience a true-life drama which tock place more than one hundred
yvears ago recounted in large part in the words of the participants themselves.

The family involved was that of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, resi-
dents Amos and Maria (Brown) Weidler. Amos was born 20 June 1819 and died
5 January 1880;! Maria was born 26 February 1820 and died 15 March 1865.2
Amos was the son of William Weidler and Maria "Polly" Von Kennen.? Maria’s
parents were John Brown and Maria Frick.! Amos and Maria were married at
the First Reformed Church of Lancaster on 22 Mar 1838.5 They had the fol-
lowing children of whom all but Salinda, Margaret and David are proven by
records in the Civil War Pension file of Benjamin Weidler.®

1 Emanuel Weidler: born 19 February 1839;7 married 11 April
1861, Mary Blickenderfer;® died 15 June 1922.°
2 Salinda or Celinda Weidler: born 30 September 1840; died
10 April 1842,10
3 Ann Elizabeth Weidler: born 24 October 1842;!! married
13 September 1860, John Eshelman;!? died 22 July 1883.13
*4 Benjamin Weidler: born about 1845; unmarried; died 6 July
1863.14
5 William Weidler: born 8 October 1847;15 unmarried; died
30 November 1903.16
Margaret Weidler: born 1 October 1850; died 11 July 1853.17
Milton Weidler: born 18 October 1854;!% married Ella (-———- ). 19
Emma F. Weidler (twin): born 10 July 1856;2° unmarried; died
12 September 1903.21
9 Alice Weidler (twin): born 10 July 1856;22 married 1 July 1885,
Frederick Lutz;?3 died 28 January 1920.24
10 John V. Weidler: born 13 June 1859;25 married Lula M.
(————- );26 died 30 Apr 1918.27
11 David Weidler: born 13 Jul 1863; died 18 Mar 1864.28

0~

In April of 1839 Maria (Brown) Weidler received an inheritance of approx-
imately thirteen hundred dollars from the estates of her deceased father and
brother.?? On the Lancaster County Tax Lists of 1842 and 1843 Amos Weidler
is listed variously as a tailor with a tavern stand and as an innkeeper.3? In
April of 1858 Amos purchased a tavern house situated east of Lancaster at or
near the intersection of the New Holland Pike and the Lititz Road (near the
present town of Leola in Upper Leacock Township).3!

Whether Amos’s drinking problem stemmed from his occupation as a tav-
ern keeper, or whether his vocational choice was a natural extension of his
inclination to drink is not known. That he did have a drinking problem, and
its sad repercussions on those around him is revealed in the ensuing account
which was extracted from the application papers for a pension based on the
Civil War service of his deceased son, Benjamin Weidler.

¥Buried Stones River National Battlefield Cemetery



Benjamin Weidler, aged eighteen, entered the service very early in the
conflict on 18 September 1861. He was a member of Company C of the Seven-
ty-ninth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, and with others drawn from the
Lancaster area was stationed in Tennessee at Murfreesboro.

The following letters from Benjamin to his older brother, Emanuel Weidler,
home in Lancaster are part of an on-going correspondence between the two,
The first letter is self-explanatory, telling of the camp scene and containing a
reference to money sent home in the letter and money sent previously in the
care of someone named Holday.

Merfreesboro Tennessee
March 24th 1863
Dear Brother

i have not received a letter from you since Holday left
here for Lancaster so i thout i must rite to you again to let you
know that i am well at present and hoping this letter may find
you the same[.] We are still encampt neare the above place and
not much sings of a move here soon yet[.] we moved our camp
about a week ago and we have a very fine camp now but it took a
heep of work[.] there was one of our Brigades out on a scout a
few days ago and they met with old Morgan about twelve miles
from camp and they skirmished with him narely the hole day[.]
about two oclock in the day we got orders to reinforce them[.]
we took up our march at three o’clock but when we reached the
place it was dark and the rebbles had fell back[.] they camp
about 2 miles from us that knight but they took up their line of
march in the morning betwene three and four oclock and when
our cavelry advanced at day light they where not there and then
about twelve o clock we took up our line of march for camp again.
1 suppose you received the twenty dollars wich i sent with Holday
and i now place five dollars in this letter wich i want you to hand
to mother and let her make use of it the best way she can[.] i

must [bring] my letter to a close[.] my respects to you and all.

BW

Address to
Merfeesboro
Tennessee

Prior to the next letter, obviously Emanuel had written to say that their
father and mother were no longer living together. It is apparent by Benja-
min’s reply that he cared deeply about his mother and her well-being and was
also concerned about his younger brother, William. Emanuel clerked in a store
owned by Charles E. Wentz where it seems he had obtained a position for Wil-
liam. The "Eshelman and his wife" mentioned in the postscript were Benjamin
and Emanuel’s sister, Ann Elizabeth, and her husband, John Eshelman.



Merfreesborow Tennessee
May the 21 1863
Dear Brother

i received your letter to day and i was very glad to
heare that you are well and all the rest of the family but i did
not like to heare that mother and the old man had parted but
maby it is just as good[.] i am glad that she has got a house in
Lancaster with yvou and also that you got a good place for Brother
William, with you at the store[.] i was also pleased that you
received the money all[l.] now when you get this letter and if
mother stands in need of any money before i can send any you
will get some from John Musser for her --and if not i will draw
two month pay shortly and then i will send her fifteen or twenty
if i can spare it. i do not want for mother to suffer as long as i
can do any thing. if i may ever live to get home i shall put my
shoulder to the wheele[.] i think she can get along just as good
without the old Devil as with him. i want you to let me know
what he is doing and how he is making a living. i suppose moth-
er is mighty poor tho well[.] i will do all in my power for my
poor mother. Yesterday we got orders to be ready with five days
rations[.] from all accounts the enimy where going to attack but
if ever they attacked us here they will meet with a warm recep-
tion. so i have no further particulars[.] i will close my letter[.]
i am well at present hoping to heare from you scon again[.] you
stated in your letter that you rote two letters for the last three
weeks but i did not receive any. i sent a paper to you Nashville
Weekly[.] no more at present[.] Brother when you get this letter

tend to the above[.]

i remain your affectionate
Brother Ben)

But the unfortunate soldier did not live to return home and put his
shoulder to the wheel in his mother's behalf. On 2 July 1863 he was admitted
to the General Field Hospital in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, where on 6 July 1863
he died from the complications of typhoid fever. He was buried in the ceme-
tery adjacent to the Stones River National Battlefield north of Murfreesboro.

On 22 September 1864 the Assistant Adjutant General and Commissioner of
Pensions acknowledged the receipt of Maria Weidler’s application for a pension
for the support of her four minor children, siblings of the deceased scldier,
Benjamin Weidler, who had prior to his death been their principal source of
income. The application was rejected on the grounds that the children were
not orphans. The following March (1865) Maria Weidler died, according to the
deposition of her brother-in-law, David Fulton, over the washtub in his home.

After his mother’s death, Emanuel Weidler made further applications for a
pension for his minor brothers and sisters based on Benjamin’s maintenance of
them during his enlistment. These were rejected because the children’s father
was still living. Although their father, Amos Weidler, did not die until 5
January 1880, on 4 June 1870, the children, Milton, Emma, Alice and John, were
declared wards of the court and Edward Blickenderfer was appointed their
guardian,



Following are two of the many depositions taken in an effort to influence
the pension board in favor of the Weidlers’ requests:

State of Pennsylvania No. 196.477
Lancaster County:

Personally appeared before me the Prothonotary
of the Court of Common Pleas of said County Charles E. Wentz
Esgq. who I certify is a credible person, who being duly affirmed
according to law says that he has known the family of Amos and
Maria Weidler for about twelve years -- That the husband and
father Amos was a worthless man, drinking to excess, neglecting
to support his family of children for years and about 1861
deserted them —-— That neither Amos or Maria his wife had any
kind of property from 1858 to 1865 -- That the mother (Maria
Weidler) washed a little to assist in supporting herself and the
son Benjamin Weidler gave her his daily wages for the support of
his mother and his small bros. & sisters, until he enlisted in Sept
1861 in Co. C, 79th Pa Vols. and while in the service he sent
deponent for the support of his mother about $180 of his monthly
pay to be appropriated for rent, goods etc --— which said fund of
$180 he paid her rent of house for herself & small children to live
in and also the goods she received out of Department Store to
clothe them —- and he has no interest in this matter whatever.

Affirmed & subscribed before me

this 29 day of August 1871 Chas., E. Wentz
W. D. Stauffer
Prothy

X ¥ ¥ ¥k ¥k ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ x %

State of Pennsylvania [No. 196.477]
Lancaster County:

Personally appeared before me Prothonotary of
the Court of Common Pleas of said County David Fulton, well
known to me as a credible person who being duly affirmed ac-
cording to law says that he was intimately acquainted with the
family of Amos and Maria Weidler, having been married to Amos
Weidler’s sister, who is now deceased —— That he knew their son
Benjamin & all their children, and knew personally that Benjamin
was the main support of the mother & small children, as the
father Amos had abandoned the family and did nothing toward
their support, and after Benjamin’s death the mother told de-
ponent "that her main support was now gone" and that deponent
knows the father spent all of the mother’s patrimony & she had
no resources but her own personal labor & she was too delicate
and sickly to labor but only occasionally -- having died at the
wash tub in deponents house on March 15/65, and deponent has
no interest of any kind in the matter.

Affirmed & subscribed before me

this 10th day of January 1872 D. Fulton
W. D. Stauffer
Prothy



Even when the fact that they were calculated to evoke sympathy in favor
of the applicants is taken into consideration, these statements still present a
heart-rending picture of a family in crisis.

It is now revealed that Maria and the children had been deserted by
Amos Weidler and that his whereabouts were unknown; that Benjamin’s death
left Maria without means; and that frail and ill as she was, she was forced to
work as a washerwoman to feed her children which exertion may have contri-
buted to her premature death. Only the hardest heart would not have had
empathy for this tragic heroine, Maria (Brown) Weidler, beset by so many mis-
fortunes, the greatest of which must have been the loss of her son, Benjamin.

But the Board of Pensions was accustomed to hard luck stories, and con-
tinued its rejections through 1 June 1874. Finally on 26 August 1874, for
some unexplained reason the board elected to grant a pension of eight dollars
per month retroactive to the date of Maria’s death in March of 1865, and ter-
minating on 12 June 1875 when John, the youngest child, would arrive at the
age of sixteen.3?

After the loss of Benjamin, Maria (Brown) Weidler was to be tried several
times again. According to information gleaned from a tombstone in the ceme-
tery of Salem (Hellers’) United Church of Christ near Leola, Maria gave birth
to a son, David, on 13 July 1863, just one week after Benjamin’'s death; a son
conceived shortly before Amos deserted the family. The stone tells us on 18
March 1864 this child also was taken from Maria.

Again Maria was put to the test on the occasion of the enlistment of a
second son, William, in the service of the Union. Imagine Maria’s anguish
when William went off to join the cause. Luckily he got no further than Phil-
adelphia which presented no real threat to his person.

Despite his physical immaturity, on 5 September 1864 in his eighteenth
year, William Weidler enlisted for a term of one year in Company K, Seventy-
seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers. He was described as being five feet, four
inches tall, weighing one hundred seven pounds, of ruddy complexion, having
dark hair and blue eyes. Scarcely six weeks later on 10 October, he received
a disability discharge on the grounds that he was unfit for service because of
his small size and general physical underdevelopment. Picture this callow
yvouth, far yet from the man, presenting himself at the sacrificial altar of the
military, motivated no doubt by the desire to avenge his brother’s death.

Following his discharge his name apparently went into a pool of unas-
signed soldiers, and according to William’s account, eventually he was sta-
tioned at the United States General Hospital at Broad and Cherry Streets in
Philadelphia where he served until 31 May 1865.

In 1891 William Weidler initiated the first of a number of applications for
a pension based upon his claim that he suffered from several afflictions which
prevented him from earning a living. That he was in poor health was undeni-
able, but the government consistently rejected his application, as the author-
ities were never able to document William’s Philadelphia hospital service. Fi-
nally his persistence was rewarded and on 9 August 1897 he received his first
pension check for the munificent sum of six dollars. Government records indi-
cate his checks were discontinued in November, 1903, because of death.33
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