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AUTOEIOGRAFHICAL SKETCH

H. W. SAMPLE.
Hovember 1%826.

CHAPTER I.

It has been suggested by & member of the family, now
that my children have s11 E&rfied and gone from under the peternsal
roof, that some account of my ancestry as well as of myself should
be preserved for their benefit and that of their children.

Much of what can be said on the ancestry subject is a
matter of fradition handed down werbally by the older members of
both grandparents! families to their children and so on down to
my generation; but the mein facts, however, concerning their lives
are substantiated by Presbyterisn Church a;d Government Records.
The earliest recorded account obtainable of my mother's people is
thet of William Steele, 2 fermer of Drumore Township, Lancaster
County, Permsylvania, who became 2 Captain of Colonial Troops from
Pennsylvania in the French and Indian Wars.

filliam's third son, Johﬁ Francis Steele (my grest
grendfather), studied for the Hinistry under a noted Presbyterian,
Divine Reverend James Latta, of Chestnut Level, Lancast%r County;
but before he completed his studies the Revolutionary War broke out
and he gave up the Ministry for service in the Army, later receiving
& Captain's commission in the 10th Regiment Pennsylvanis Infentry,
serving throughout the War. He wes seriously wounded at the Battle
6f Brandywine and became & cripple for life, but recovered suffi-
ciently to return to duty and was present with his éommﬂnﬁ at the

surrender of Lord Cornwallis.
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Some years after his return to civil life he was
appointed Collector of the Port of FPhiladelphisa, which position-
he held for sixteen years, and in the meantime was commissioned
Hajor General of the State Militia, and for this reason is known
as General Steele in the traditions of the family, but his title
was Captein while with the trﬂoﬁa in the Revolutionary War. He
was a devout Churchman, worshipped with his family at the old
Presbyferian Church, 4th & Pine Streets, Philadelphis, and lies
buried in the graveyard atiached to that Church. A suitable
monument marks his resting place.

After the desth of General Steele, his son, Johm F.,
known as Captain Steele (my grandfsther) who married Jane Porter
of Lancaster County, removed from Philadelphia to his father's
farm, known a8 "Harmony", sbout eight miles east of Lancaster City,
where he devoted himself to politics and farming and merchandising.
When the War of 1812 broke out, he wss commigaioned a Captain in
the 32nd Regiment of Infantry in the Regular Army. Soms time
after the war he quit the Army, returning to the farm, whers he
died shout 1854,

His family consisted of four sons and four Qaughters.
The oldest deughter, Sarsh Hemilton Steele, who married Dr. Nathaniel
Wi. Sample.,Jr., was my mother.

On the other side of the family, the first recorded
mention iz of my great grandfather, the Reverend Nathaniel W. Ssmple,
who was graduated from the then Princeton Presbyterian Seminary about

the yesr 1774; was shortly afiter licensed as & preacher end filled
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the pulpite of & number of churches in ﬁelaware end Maryland,
and afterward called to the pastorate of the Leacock Presbyterian
Church in Lancaster County where he preached for forty consecutive

yoears.

There is no writiten account extant of his people prior
to his graduation at Princeton; however, the Reverend Robert
Sample (a distent relative of the femily), has been in Scotland
and Ireleand looking up the nsme and tells me our worthy progenitors
came froe Brittany in France to Scotland, and their name was
Saint Paul in Scoiland. The name was metamorphosed into Samphill,
and later in Ireland into Semple. From Ireland two brothers Semple
came to Americe about 1683 and settled in Elkton, Marylend. They
were stone-magons end built some of the first houses in Elkton which
are still standing. :

The next Nathaniel W. wes & son of the Heverend Sample,
e physician and farmer (my grandfather). He had a large family and
& very exclusive practice. His son, Dr. Nathaniel W. Sample, Jr.
(my father) graduated from the Jefferson Medical College in
Philsdelphie; married Sersh Hamilton Steele znd settled in
Soudersburg, Lencaster Couniy, practicing medicire in pertnership
with the late D. Hayes Agmnew. He died in 1849 st the age of
thirty-three, leaving my mother with four young children.

Shortly after the death of my father, Grandfather Steele
deeded the house (and asbout nine acres of ground) in which we lived
in Soudersburg to my mother but she had no fixed income and living



conditions were pretty hard. Her brother, Uncle John Steele

(an officer in the Navy) was elways very kind and helped her

out whenever ke could, furnishinz part of the funds for =y
education and much of the expense for clothing, ete. I have a
very distinet recollection of Hutrhar end Barbara (z blessad
life-long servant of the family) cutting up Uncle John's civilian
clothes and fitting them to me; as neither was an expert tailor,
it can be readily imsgined I would not be considered a fashion
model on Broadsay.

After the death of Grandfsther Steele, Grandmother was
left in the big house at Harmony alone, - her children having a1l
serried except Uncle John, who was noi married but absent on sca-
duty most of the time. Ii was then decided Mother should sell the
Soudersburg property and, with her children, go to live with
Grandeother st Harmony, which she did - remaining there until the
death of Grandmother. My sisters, having married in the meantime,
"Harmony" was sold and Mother made her home with my youngest sister.

The yesr after Mother moved to Harmony, it scems I '
began to loom up as an item to be looked after, so in my thirteenth
year I was sent to Boarding Scheool at Lititz Academy, Iﬂfcast-er
County, Pa. This w==s an sdventure for me,- I had never Leen agay
from home before and never had what might be called = home after,

until I had one of my own, some twenty-five years later.



At school I boarded with four others in the heme of :
& Holland Dutchman named Fitsman, — very nice people — and here I
began following bells, bugles and whistles, which I have contimued

almost up to the present time. We were routed out of bed by the

.ochool bell at six o'clock; breakfast at 8:30, which alweys con—

gigted of ﬂqughnuts, apple butter and coffee — nothing else;

dinner at noon, which from easrly in the Fgll until late in the

Spring was & meal of ssuerkrsut and speck, with mashed potatoes and

a8 piece of very nice pie, - apple or raigin. I don't remember the

supper, but it wes not considered heslthy to eat much going to bed.
| I completed the three years in their highest grade, and

some of the branches taught were well advanced studies, the same as

taught students of 18 or 20 years now in high schools. Returning

to Harmony for a few ﬁeeks-{IEES} I got a jeb-in a country store

in Gordonville where I dispensed salt mackerel, molssses, nails end

calico to the neighboring farmers, and in November of 1852 Mother

secured for me a place in The Baldwin Locomotive Works as apprentice.

I was then a few months over 16 years old, - had besn
away from home quite & while =and boarding was not so disagreesbls as

it otherwise might have been, netwithstending I was domiciled in a

=3

Presbyterian boarding house, 913 Market Street, Philadelphia, which

I remember was full of Presbyterisn preachers out of jobs. I re-

"mained in this house during the winter, but it was too far from my

work ant, as there were no street cars in those days, I had to walk.



Thfnugh the influence of some Y.H.C.A. psople I secured board in
the Spring with a good family at 1510 Callowhill Street, which was
only two sguares from the shops and, with a boy who was zlso an
apprentice-inra nearby shop, lived in this houge untll I went into
the army in August 1BBZ.

This family (named Dorff) consisted of a widow lady,
one son and four daughters. One of the daughters worked in the Mint;
two t&ught schoolj and the ene next to the youngest (Mary) was the
mother's helper at housekeeping and a splendid character she was.
There was a curb market at that time in front of the house where
the farmers backed up their wagons and sold their produce. Among
them was a young Jersey man from sbout Gloucester named Joe Moore;
he was elways on hend with his wegon backed up in front of our door.
My room was third stery fromt and; as the market opened at dsylight,
there was always more or less telk and noise on market mornming. Of
course, I looked out as soon as I gol up end Mary wﬁs glways there
with her ﬁarket basket dickering with Joe for chicken or sweet pota-
toes and other things. When I came out after breakfast on my way
to work Mery was generally Eti%l there, and I concluded Joe mist be

a terribly hard man to desl with, as I had never scen angoﬁe else

spend go long o time dieckering for = bagket of gweet potatoes. This

was going on when I went awsy into the Army. When I returned three
years later, I found Mary was Hrs. Joe Moore, 2nd she was the mother

of Philadelphia's present Hayor — J. Hampton loore.
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CHAFPTER II.

The early part of 1862 wss a very discoursging time in
national affairs. The Confederate Armies had practically beaten us up
to that tims and President Lincoln was trying to raise an army of
300,000. The Baldwin Works had notified the apprentices they would
release sny who might wish to enter the Army snd promized them em-—
ployment when they returned. A mumber of the boys working in the
shops with me enlisted and I began to think I would be considered a
slacker or-a coward if T did not go, zo I notified the Superintendent
(Mr. Parry) who gave me a good lecture opposing my going, but I did
not take his advice, and when asked by Hr. Burpnham what I had con-—
cluded to do he =said: “Dp, he is going; he told me that if he did
not go, when the other boys came back he could not hold up his headl
What in Hades can you do with a fellow like that?”

S8o I wrote to my cousin, Jim Agnew in Lancaster County,
and we arranged to go together in the 15th Pennsylvanis Cavelry
which was then being recruited in Fhiladelphis. He came to
Philadelrhia and we enligted at the same time. The Reeruiting
Office was in the Pennsylvanis Reilroad Office Buidding, cormer of
5d Street & Willings Alley (below Walmut Street) and is still stending;
hers we were duly stripped naked by the medical officers who made us
jump and bend over and kick, slso perform a lot of stunts necessary
to comply with the then Army regulations; and were both pronounced

physically fine and fitted to serve as soldiers. We were then allowed
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a few days to bid our friends goodbye and arrange our effairs,

on pr:qniae to report at Philsdelphia in three days, which we did and
were immediately sent to the training camp at Carlisle, Pa., which
wEs 'E.he;n the headguarters of all Regular Cavelry (this in August 1862)
shere we were drilled very herd by regular officers until November,
®en we were moved to Louisville, Eentoeky..

At Louisville we were furnished horses (having previously
been given erms) end subject to mounted drill until the second week
in December, when we commenced the march to Nashville, Tennesses,
arriving there Christmas Eve end going into camp about two miles

south of the city. Eere our troubles begen! On Christmas Day a

foraging detail wes ordered to go into the country eight or ten miles

out and procure feed for the horses from farmers, — in other words,
"forage". As the Confederate Army wes then emcamped at Murfreesboro
and their outpost extended north to within a few miles of Nashville,

this foraging party came in contact with some of them and had a

-skirmish in which one of ocur men was killed and seversl wounded,

but the party brought off the wagons loaded with corn.

On the 27th our Army (about 70,000 men) moved out on
three of the principal rosds leading to Murfreesboro, and on this
date what is lmown as the Battle of Stone River commenced and lasted
for seven days, ending in the defest of the enemy. On our arrivsl at

Rashville the Fegiment wes brigaded with two Regiments from other
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States; this made trouble and the larger pert of the Regiment
refused to move, as they hed been promised specizl service. Ny
Company (then "L") wes the only Company that as a whole participated
in the Stone River Battle. My cousin, myself and three or four others
from Lancester County, although only privates (in theresr rank) did
everything we could to prevent any of our Company from joining the
insurgents, and none of them did.

Company "L" (about 100 men, together with small numbers
from other Compsnies who did not want to be congidered iasurgents —
in all about 300 men) was all of the 15th ?ennaylv&nia Cavalry that
participatéd in the Stone River Battle. Of this detachment 12 or 14
were killed and wounded, ineluding two liajors killed in the second
day's fight. The next day was also a fighting day. Early in the
morning we were sent off to the right of the hrmy with General
Stanley's Division; ecnroute we were fired upon by our omm artillery
who miatook uns for Hebels. The range wags perheps one znd £ half miles
and tha.éhells reached us easily; one msn riding near me was struck
by & piece of an e;pluding shell and killed. Before all the troops
had passed in front of this Battery they discovered who we were and
ceased firing; 4% noon the entire Division was drawn up in line
of Battde partly in a semi-cirele, but as no snemy appcared we were
dismounted and put in the time as best e could feeding the horses
and ﬁaitingf Apout § o'clock P.H. the fiebels appesred in smsll num-

berg and commenced z desultory skirmish fire which lasted verhaps an
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hour; then their whole force appeared in line opposite us. e
were hastily mounted and all guns made raadg; however, we were soon
ordered to put up the guns and draw sebres. An order to charge was
then given, which was the first and only real sabre charge I was in
during the war, — the szbre having soon after been sunerseded by the
repeating rifle. In this cherge, however, we were very successful, the
enemy being without sabres and bhaving only single fire guns, which after
they had delivered one discharge could not be reloaded in tims o pre-
vent us fram_being up with them, so they retreated not in very goed
order. We got soze prisoners and their battleflags. We then halted
znd occupied the new ground for the night. Some time after midnight
we were relieved by a fresh BEegiment and sent to the resr to sleep, —
not having had any sleep worth while for two days, it did not take us
long to go at it. Jim fixed down our blankets on the bare ground (that
was our bed) while I attended the horses, and we were socn sound asleep
and did not wake up until after sunrise next morning. Our resting
place was made in the dark and no particularly favorable location
selected; when I awakened I noticed I had been sleeping with my
head barely touching a desd Hebel soldier who had evidently been
kiiieﬁ'tha day before, having been stripped of nearly‘allﬁhis clothing
and, as there was a heavy frost, he was frozen stiff. .

My cousin mede up the bed and sttended to the horses while
I took the canteens and went in search of water. I found 2 small pond
in the woods gbout half a mile away; it was very shallow snd the edges

had & rim of ice; in order to gst to water deep enough to £ill the



canteens it was necessary to stsp on the body of a desd Hebel
soldier, who had p@ doubt been wounded and died while trying to
get weter. When I returned with the water we saddled up and moved
about a mile to the left; here we were oifered breskfast by the
head Commissary of an Infantry Division. The menu consisted of corn
on the cob and horse stesks taken from the Artillery horses killed
the afternoon before and of which there were a dozen or more lying
all about us. The corn having ripened the previous September and
this being the 2nd of Janusry, it will be seen the corn was not as
tender er as digestable as it would have been four momths earlier;
and those that indulged in the horse meat said it was good, — I did
not indulgs.

ﬁbaut 10 o'clock that morning we were moved over to the
urfreesboro and Hashville Pike and asgigned to guerd an empty amm-
nition train returning to Heshville for ammmition. The guard con—
sisted of a Bsgiment of Imfantry, 2 pieces of artillery, and s detach-
ment of Cavalry from Stanley's Division in addition to our own force.
We wers attacked sometime about noon hf General Wheeler's (Eebel)
Cavalry who had been sent to destiroy this train, and enjoyed a running
fight the remsinder of the day; but succesded in saving the train, and
arrived inside the fortification at Neshville after dark the same
night. This was the first ocecasion whers we did any considerable
fighting dismounted. The Rebels followed us very closely and, as

the Cavalry was in the rear of the wagons and Infantry, we had most
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of the fighting to do. We made a stand about six miles south of
Bashville, dismounted, and with the Artillery, held the Confederates
whils the wagon-train and the Infantry got out of the way. WFhen
Cavalry have to fight dismounted, one =msn in each set of fours re-
saing mounted zné holds the other three horses. In this skirmish

I remember standing in the middle of the pike until I hed used up

2ll my ammunition. One Confederate officer mounted on a fine white
horse came up to within fifty yards of us and was killed, which seemed
to have stopped those following him; soon after we remoﬁnted end had
no more trouble that day.

Fhen we got inside the fortifications we were all dead
tired and, 25 we found a few of our disabled men in camp just inside,
we picketed the horses as best we could and erawled into any tent that
would have ﬁs. Here a rather umusual thing happenedt I had a very
good horse; he got loose sometinc during the night znd, as was his
custom, wandered about in sesrch of something to eat. Outside of
the tent in which I was sleeping there wes a lerge box of musket caps, -
loose; they could easily be misteken for corn; and, as no other
explenation of the disappe=rance of the caps and the horse could be
suggested, the conclusion was reached that he had eaten the caps and
that he afterward exploded, as he wis never seen or heard of agsin.

We remained in camp on the outskirts of Hashville until
lste in Merch, awaiting the reorgsnizsiion of the Hegiment and mean-
=hile doing outpost duty every other night on the different ro=ds
leading into the city. When the reorgsnization was completed we moved
to & camp on Stone River near Murfreesboro. I was promoted here and

assigned to Company "K" as Cuartermaster's Sergeant. In this camp I
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contracted typhoid fever snd pneumonia at the same time and,

as there was no room in ihe hosoital, I lay in & tent on four
fence rails covered with hay and a saddle blankei, with my over-
coat for a pillow; nursed by a fellow-soldier from Lencaster
County, named Harvey Sherts, to whom, with the Chief Surgeon,

Dr. Alexsnder, I ows 2n everlasiing debt of gratitude. It =s
reported that I was ‘entirely unconmscious for two weeks. This was
the only time I was sver off duly during my term of ser?iﬂe.in the
Army and, when recovered, never had other sickmess.

The whole army (about 80,000) were camped in this
vicinity after the Sione Hiver Battle, and moved out on what is
imown a'&&;he Chickamsugs Campaign under command of General
Rﬂ&encransﬁabout the first of June 1865, The first engagement met
was at Hoover's Gap, = pass in a2 low range of hills south of Mur-
freesboro, which was intrenched énd defended by Artillery and
Infantry. During the sreceding winter seversl Infantry Brigades of
our Army had been eguipped with repeating rifles; these troops were
in ad&ggaa, and what had been expected o be & severe battls turned
out te-be a comparatively small affsir. The Confederates retreatad
precipitately with the loss of é‘large mumber of priscners. Omn
this Campaign Companies "H" and "K" (the latter being my Company)
gere assigned to special service at the hezdquarters of the Command-
ing Generzl and remsined in thet service until efter the Baitle of

Chickamasuga, which occurred on the 19th and 20th of Septembsr, 18635.
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Our Army was defeated in this battle, driven back to Chattanooga
and besieged there until late in November, when, by a large rein—
forcement of troops under General Sherman from Vicksburg, Miss.,
end two Army Corps from the Army of the Potomac, we drove the be-
siegers awey in the tmo Betiles of Lookont %ountsin and Missionsry
Ridge.

Wnile the siege lasted the two Companies mentioned wers
closely bivﬁu&cad to the City of Chattanooga; food became very
scarce - for something over a week we had a handful of broken
crackers and corn on the cob. The corn we grated on graters we made
out of house roof spouting - punched with a nail, making a coerse
mcel which we made into cekes with weter and fried without fat, as
we had no meat of any kind. Our horses all died of starvation, and
I am sorry to say that much of the. corn intended for the horses was
appropriated and eaten by the men. After this siege we soon bagen to
fare better and remsined iz Chattancogzs until Hay of 1864, when the
Atlanta campaign (with a reorganized Army) was launched under Genersl
Sherman. On this campeaign Companies "H™ and "K" served at the head-
muarters of both Generals Shermsn end Thomes, the balance of the
Regiment having been sent into east Tennesses.

After the Battle of Lovejoy's Station, which won for
General Shermsn the City of Atlantsa, he returned o &tlania and or-
genized his expedition “tﬂmugn Georgiz" to Savannsh and other
Atlantic seaports. Here the Army that was the fighting force on
the Atlanta Campaign was divided, - pari sent North to Rashville
under General Thomas; the other part, commanded by General Sherman in

person, went South to Savannazhi and Companies "HY and "K" were
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ordered to return to the Regiment, which by this time had returned
from east Temnessee and was encamped at Wauhatchie (near Chattanooga.)
| On our arrival at Chettenooga I was presented with =
commission as First Lieutensnt - much to my surpriss, as I bhad never
solicited a commission and never heard it intimated that I was o
have one. The commission was issued in July, four months before I
received it (I was then 20 years old); but the fact was I had not
been any place during that time where I could be officially discharged
as an enlisted man and mhﬁtered in as an officer.

A few days after arriving at the Regimentai Camp I was
deteched from service with Compeny "K", and assigned to command of
Company "L®", which for some time previous had been without officers.
Wsuhatchie is at the head of Will's Velley - five miles from
Chattancoga; the Regiment was stationed here as part of the
garrison left at Chattanocogs by 1:'-'ns::numzﬂ.ﬂ, Thomas when he went north
to Hashvillé, and was charged with the duty of keening off a consid-
erable force of Rebel Cavalry knomn to be stutioned at the West end
of the wvalley.

As a sort of "try out", I was called to the Colonel's
tent about ten o' clock a few mights after joining Company "L"™ and
instructed to pr;caed with my Company to the lower end of the valley
{zbout 60 miles) and ascertzin the strength of the Confederates in
that vicinity who were in commend, and if r-gular or guerillis troops,

as well as any other information that would be veluable to us; but
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to keep out of a fight and not to wear out the horses. FWell, I
startad out before deylight next morning and marched 30 miles
that day on top of Sand Hountain; met no opposition (although the
country was beset with guerills bands) and went int; camp for the
night on top of the mountsin opposite an ancient post;office called
Valley Head. We started down the mountzin early in the morming and

n
on arrival at the foot ran into the resr—guard of a Confederste
Regiment who were returning from & visit in the direction of our
Camp at Wauhatchie; with this party we had quite a brisk skirmish;
took two prisoners, whe proved to be Regulars, snd got them into
camp, although the firing on their rear—gnard brought down the entire
Confederate force on us. They followed us up and made a running
fight during the day; by marching all-night we managed to escape
and reached camp without casuslitits of any kind. The prisoners fur-
nished fhe Colonel =11 the information he wanted; and, as several
parties had been sent out previcusly on the same mission and returned
unsuceessiul, this wes considered quite a festher in Company "L!s®
cap.

We arrived in camp about nine o'clock A.M, and that same
dey we had orders to march to Bridgeport, Alabama, where we would
find a pumber of gun boats waiting to tske the.Hegiment down the
Tenneésee River ito Musecle Shoasls for the purpose of intercepting Hood's
Confederate Army which had been defeated at Nashville and were re-—

treating south. The gun boats failed to appesr and we marched to
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Decatur, which took us nearlj a week, and when we arrived a}

ouf destinatbon we found the “ebel Army, or what was 1ei:t of it,

had crossed the river several days before. However, we were in

time to capture and destroy their pontoon and supply trains, after
which we returned to Huntsville, Alsbsma, where we remained sbout
gix weeks, vigiting meanwhile the "moonshine" districts, taking
everything eatable, and fighting gusrilla bands. We then returned
to our camp at Wavhatehie for only & brief stay, as within z few
days we were transported by rail to Knoxville, Tenneésee. During
gur brief stay at Wavhatchie I wzs guommoned to the Colonel's tent;

he said he sent for me to say he had an order from Colonel R, W.
Johnson, commsnding the vost at Nashville, to send me to his head-
guarters, as he had arranged zn appointment for me on his staff.

When I heard this, of course I was delighted with the prospect of
getting out of the firing line, which I had been on for over iwo
years, and thoughts of what 2 delightful time I would have flitted
through my brain like lightning, — but the Colonel proceeded with

the fallowiﬂg:. "Lieutenant, our Regiment will be brigaded with the
10th Hichigan and 12th Ohio Cavalry in a few days, and will constitute
the lst Brigade, lst Cavalry Division, Military Division- of the
Migsissippi, and will start on a long and hazardous expedition inte
the heart of the Confederacy. I know you would not want to miss this
trip for anything, so I shall notify Genefal Johnson that I am short
of commiggionsd officers end it would be wvery difficult te let you go

at this time in view of our expected movement." After this, I remember
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stammering out: "Oh, certainly Colonel; I would not misa that
trip for anything®, — which was what might be called a "military
whopper", and I did not get General Johnson's appointment.

Thé two fegiments before mentioned were at Knaxvilile
on our arrival and we remained there only long enough to take on
three day's rations znd a supply of eammmition. Our Colonel had
been appointed Brevet Brigasdier Genersl and -put- in comm=nd of the
Brigade, -~ the whole in comanﬁ of General Stoneman. TWhile at
Knoxville I was ordered to send Company "L's" Supply train (con-
sisting of two peck mules) to the Quariermaster's Depoi to get
supplies. OFf course, I expecied it wonld come back loaded with
sugar, coffee, bacon snd "hardtack"; but when it came back to
camp one of the miles wos loaded with rifle amminition and the other
with picks and shovels. This MMt left very slight hopes of
provisions after our three days' rations which each man carried
were gone; this was in March =nd we mever saw another Government
ration until June, but lived off the people of the country and left
mighty little for them.

On leaving Knoxville, Temnessee, our line of march for
several days was Eesi parallel with the “ast Tennessee & Virginia
Reilroad to Morristown, Temnnessee; here we turned south fnllcmi::;g up
the valley of the ¥Watauga River to its source at the summit of the
Smokey Mountains, descending into the valley of the Yadkin River on
the south side as fer as Wilkesboro end Elkins ¥ills; {torning north-

east from here, we reached the East Tennessee & Virginia Railwead at
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Christiansburg and proceeded to destroy the road in the direction

of Lynchburg. On the morning of April 8, 1865, our advance encoun-
tered the enemy's Infantry three miles west of Lynchburg. This
force had been sent from Lee's Army to oppose us. Lee was then

on full retreat from Grant's front (this we did not lmow) a&nd sur-
rendered to General Grant at Appomsttox Court House only 20 miles
away, the next day, April 9th. Grant did not know we were engaged
with Lee's troops near Lynchburg on April 8th until after the
surrender, and we did not Jearn of the surrender for ten days after,
and then learned of it through Rebel prisoners. The presence of a
large Cavalry force from the Army of the Cumberland appearing in
Lee's rear no doubt had mich to do with the surrender of the Rsbel
Army. The Rebel Infantry we encountered near Lynchburg was too
much for ug, so we swung off te the South, passing through the

tomns of Liberty, Rocky Mount and Martinsville, Virginia, and
Danpury, Winston—Salem and Salisbury, North Carolina, with very
Little opposition until ws resched Salisbury, where there was a large
prison full of Federal prisoners, — the place defended by Infaniry.
Here our entire division (9 Segiments) was concentrated and = very
spirited engagement took place, resulting in the capture of all Hebel
Forces, 12 pieces of artillery and releasz of zbout 1,000 of our men who
had been captured largely from Grant's Armj. We also took large quanti-
ties of war materisl, smmunition, clothing and provisions — most of
which {except the provisions) was of English make znd had come im

ithrough blockade runners. I replerished my wardrobe here with a pair
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- of English wash-leather cavslry boots, of which I was sorely in

need. They were very handsome, — lsced up the front with orange
cord and two orange tassels dangled from the top.

The engsgement here took plsce early in the morning,
and after it was over troops moved out of the ftown in different
directions where feed could be secured for the horses. Howmever, =
battalion of the 18th Chio Cavalry under Major Morrowell was left
behind with instruetions to destroy £211 property and srmy supplies
belonging to the Confederate Govermment. I wes detailed to remain-
with Hajor Earrawell as the General's representative until the des-
truction was completed. The prison buildings were burned first, and
afterwvard the sheds and storehouses containing the war material; these
tuildings were in the heart of the city close to the residence section,
and  in consequence the women and children had to be tsken ocut before
the fires were sterted, which occupied the better part of the dsy, and
it wes midnight before destruction was complete so that the detachment
could leave thé gcene to rejoin their Regiment.

Two days before the Salisgbury affeir, we entered Winston-
Selem,North Carolina, about three o'clock P.K. and camped for thé
night. It so happened I wes riding with the advance guard that day
and on entering the town we encountered about a dozen Confederate
homeguerd drawn up across the main street to oppose us. They did not
oppose to any great extent, but fired a volley at.us and rin &WaY .
In following them through the town (it was raining), I noticed a man
come out of & house, hoist zn umbrells with a white handkerchief on
top end advance to the sidewalk. I rode up to him a2nd zsked to what

command the party that fired om us belonged; he protested they were



boys that belonged to the homeguard. He was very nervous and
seemed much interested in my appesrance and finally asked me what
the letters 15th P.V.C. on my hat meant. I explained it stoed for
the 15th Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavaelry; his countenance changed
at once and he said, "Fhy, I am from Pennsylvania!® I asked him
what part; he said Lancaster County, — that he wes prineipsl of
the girls' school here =nd hed been detzined in Szlem by the war.
I recognized him then as the prineipal of the girls' school at Lititsz
when I wag attending the boys' school there. He ssked me to protect
his school, which I did oy placing & s=feguard about the buildings in
which there w=s said to be 300 young girls from all over the South.
®e were the first Federzl troops thet Szlem had ever seen, snd when
the people discovered we did not have horns or hoofs or forked tails
and that some of us were from Langaster County, Fenna. and kmew the
Lititz people, they became very friendly and treated us to the best
they had.

Sales is & Morasvian settlement built up exactly like
Lititez and Bethlehem, Penn=., and many of the people are related to the
Lititz people. I found three families I knew who communicated with
their Lititz Friends at the close of the war informing them of the
"ereat benefactor" I had been, and in consequence when I got home I
had a very pressing invitation to visit Lititz, which I did and was
trested like 2 "Prince of the Blood". The gentlemer of the flag of
truce {while handkerchief on en umbrella) was a cousin of the present

celebrated eye—specialist, Dr. de Schweinits.



After the engagement at Salisbury we moved to
Statesville, thence to Lincolnton where we learned for the
first time (through Confederate prisoners) of the surrender at
Appomstox. Supposing the war about over, the command moved North
toward our base, or the st&rting roint of the expedition; but were
met near ﬁshville, fiorth Caroline, by a messenger from General
Head-querters at Enoxville, instructing Genersl Palmer (then in
commsnd of the Division) that the armistice proposed by Generals
Sherman and Johnson was off and hostilities were to be resumed
at once, and that Jefferson Ehvis, Pregident of the Confedersey, had
taken flight with his cabinet after Lee's surrender and, as far &s
was kmown, was making his way to join the Confederste Army west of
the Mississippi, and directing Palmer o do dispose his forece ss to
capture the ex-President if possible, offering at the same time a
lsrge reward for his capture. .

Ve thersfore, retraced our course going southwest to
Spartanburg, South Carolina, Athens, Georgis, Talledegs and Gunters-—
ville, Alabams, having sent part of the command to Montgomery, Ala.
in the hope of intercepting Davis, who kept ahead of us for over &
week and finally ran into Genersl Wilson's men (who had come East
from the Miggigsippi) and was made prisoner by them.

We arrived at Huntsville, Alz., early in June 1865,

where we recelved orders to fix up our accounts with the Cuartermaster

and Ordnance Depertment and get ready to be mustered cut of the service;

when this was dome we were transported by rail to Nashville, Tenn.,



where we were paid off, mustered out and honorably discharged on
the 21st of Jume, 1B65.

I arrived =t my mother's home in Lancaster County
Sundsy morning, about the lst of July, and I imagine there never
was 2 happier woman than my mother was that day, - first, because I
was home, and next thet her boy, who went away three years before as
& private soldier, well and hesriy, came back wearing the uniform of
an officar of the Cavalry.

After visiting around among relctives and friends for
& short time, I went to Philsdelphie and commenced work in The Baldwin
Locomotive Works (August 1, 1865, at the sge of 21) where I left off
to enter the Army. This was & hard job, not having done any hard work
for so long; but I toughed it out, notwithstanding I wes carried out
severel times in the efternoons while I was getting used to the work.
In 1868 I left Baldwin's and entered the service of a Er. Harkness in
the oil business in ®est Virginis. After less than & year, this job
did not suit me at all, end I returned to The Baldwin Forks (who always

appearsd to have & job for me.)

CHAPTER III.

€' In 1871 General ¥. J. Palmer, who was Commender of the

Regiment in which I served during the war, purchased three narrow-gesuge

locomotives from The Baldwin Locomotive Torks for z reilrosd in Colorado
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called the Venver and Rio Grande in which he hed become interested.
By some good fortune I was selected by the officials of the Works
to accompany the shipment of these 1ucamoti§es to Colorado and to
see that they were placed in service to the satisfaction of the
Railrozd. These were the first three locomotives purchased by this
Reilway and were delivered in Denver loaded on flat cars because
they were of a different gsuge from the traeks over which it was
necessary to take ﬁheﬁ from Fhiladelphia and consequently they comld
not go on their own wheels.

The locomotives were duly unloaded and placed in ser-—
viee and began heuling trains over the road which was being completed
to Colorado Springs.

Héving soms lmowledse of locomotive and machine shop
work, Ueneral Palmer and the railroad owmers desired me to remsin in
Colorade and help keep the locomotives running end in repsir. This
wes arranged and I began & term of service with the Denver and Rio
Grande Railwey which was to last for almost 30 years. The railroad
began to grow and extend itself southwsrd and westward into the gold
and silver mining districts end soon serious operating problems arose
on account of the steep grades and sharp curves whicﬁ-wefe necessary
in the congtruction of the track over the mountainz. The principal
one of these was how to hold the long freight traina on the grades of

5 to 4%. Hand-brakes on the cars were found to be too expensive
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because they required a brakeman on esch car in addition to the

steam and Le Chatelier brekes on the locomotive. The Le Chatelier brake
is a simpls device by which the locomotive is reversed while going
down grade, the pistons working sgainst air pressure thus crezted

in the cylinders and causing e braking effect on the engine. Hand
brakes were also unreliable because frequently the train would get a
stert down hill before the brakeman could get the brakes applied.

This question reeched a crisis andGenerzl Palmer cazlled & conference

to discuss the situation and sce if something could be done sbout it

as it was evident that the reilroed could not be operated unless some
device was found which would brake the trains satisfactorily. The
cuestion was put up to me by Generel Palmer for my suggestion and I
recommended Westinghouse Alr Brakes then 2 comperatively new invention.
After much discussion it wes dﬁcideﬁ to iry these brekes on the freight
trains and General Pslmer advsnced the necessary money from his private
funds for their purchase. It took a lot of money and greetly depleted
the General's personal fortune. The Westinghouse Company began to
deliver these brakes in 1872; the first brzkes to be applied to
freight equipment in the United States. In 1877 I was appointed Master
Bechanic of the railroad and in 1880 Superintendent of Motive Power.
Toring these ten years much experimenting with the air brakes was done
end some new devices perfected in comnection with them gtill in genersal
use on railroads all over the world. But the brekes were & success apd
their use wa2s extended to passenger trains so that the road beca=me as

safe to ride over as any railw=y built over level country. The railrosd
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soon had 1600 miles of narror gauge 3' track and about 1881 we

built a new shop & few miles west of Denver and named it Burnhsm

in honor of Mr. George Burnhem of The Baldwin Locomotive Forks in
Philedelphia, who had always shownz much interest in cur work om the
Denver and Rio Grande. He presented us with a fine library of the
best books for use of the employees. The Shops at Burnhsm were built
elmost entirely new aznd were very well planred and eguipped and many
high officiels of railroeds 211 over the United States and Burope paid
frequent visits to Burnpham. Over 1000 freight and passenger cars were
constructed in these shops between 1880 and 1880.

After we started to operazte the freight trains down the
long mountsin grades with the “straight" air brakes, we were presently
confronted with another diffieunlty. The brake shoes on the driving
%heels of the locomotives gemersted so much heat that the tires bec§me
loose and dropped off the wheels at the bottom of the hill, We fixeé
this by removing the driving wheel brakes entirely and applying the
air brakes on the train only going down grade so that.the trein held
the locomotive. This practice wes followed for z long time without
aceldent, but later improvements in air brakes and the introduetion
of the automatic brake m=de it possible to apply engine snd trzin brekes
separztely.

Another source of anxiety was the hesvy snows in the mounc
tains in winter. Often the road was completely blocked for dszys but

with the zid of steam rotery snow plows, eventually introduced, we

managed to keep the trains going. Then in summer we were harr=ssed with
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floods from melting snows and heavy rains which caused serious and

costly washouts. OSometimes = wooden bridge would give wey and let a

trzin dowm inte a canon or gulch, Streams which for months would be almost

perfectly dry would in two or three hours becoke roaring torpents.
Locomotives and cars have becn washed swey nné sunk in the guick sands
never to be recovered.

During these early days we had to contend with the rough
conditions incident to the picneer life of the West. Trouble with
Indieng, train robbers and desperate éharacters made it necessary to
carry fire arms and freguently use them in defense oif life and property.
Labor difficuliies were & constant mensee in the minirg districts and
on the reilroad and meny times it weas necessary to call on the Govern-
ment for troops to stop the riots.

Meny times my 1ife was threstened by outlaws. Once in a
tosm in South Western Colorsdo on the narrow gauge, & =an who had been
a2 locomotive engineer but wmhom T had discharged lay in wait for == a1l
night neer a saloon with 2 om but when sy train arrived, by some
chance, I went up another street and didn't pass his way so he didn't
get me.

For the most part however, I had a lot of fine railroad-
ers working for me. Some of the best men from Eastern railweys curious
to iry the adventurous life of the West came and got jobs on the Rio
Crande and running the trains over the steep mountein grades gave the
engineers, firemen and trainmen all the excitement they wanted and they

got through without many accidents end aslways to their great credit.
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These railroaders all commanded high wages nnd usually
got them. Mr, P. M, Arthur, Chief of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers made several trips over the road with me and agreed that the
job of locomotive Engineer on the Rio Grande was 2 great responsibility
and should be rewarded by good pay.

Wild snimels were mipercus and buffalo herds were still
atvout on the plains for several yeers after I arrived in Colorado.
One day, riding horseback in the foothills, the horse suddenly shied with
fright and stood still. I looked about to see what the trouble was and ob-
served a huge raitlesnake coiled and ready to strike at the horse or
the rider or both. I pulled =y revolver and shot at ithe coiled serpent
and when I got off the horse to see the results of the shot was surprised
to note that its head had been shot off. It had evidently made a guick
strike directly at the bullet as it flew through the air and cavnght it in
its wide open mouth. Bear, deer, Rocky Hountain sheeo, wild turkeys,
ptermipgan, quail, grouse end wild duck furnished good gunning for our
idle moments which were few =nd those who didn't bunt could always find
very excellent trout fishing. These sports were not so good in lsier
years as the country became more thickly settled, tmt I understend the
trout streams have been restocked by the Government Fisheries Bureau so
that they have slmost their old-time attraction for anglerﬁ.

By this time I had two new jobs. In a2ddition te looking
after the motive power and mschinery on the Denver end Rio Grarnde, I
was doing this work also for the Rio Grande Western end the Rio Grande
Southern, so I was kept contimuslly cn the move and couldn't stay at

home very long at a time. This home consisted of my wife, who was



Nellie Town to whom I was married in 1880 and three children,

Nathaniel Junior, born in 1881, William, born in 1884, and Caroline,
In 1891 the Rio Grande was placed under new management

and I was appointed General Superintendent, which job I held until
1900. Very little new rsilway was buil{ under the ner regime and it
became = question of oper=ting the exisiing rosd 83 economically as
possible, especially sinee business in Colorsdo had been very bed for
three or four years zbout 1893. This job got to be & very consider-
gble strain for me zlong zbout 1892, and I was forced to take a long
vacation in this yesr. Afiter this I began to wonder if I hadn't been
too long at this hard railroading business and with another change in
the mansgement I left the railrosd bui what to do next was the question.
Ey friends wanted to elect me Goverﬁnr of Colorsdo cn the Republican
ticket, ut I declined 2= I am no politician. During the winter of
1200-1901, I was kept busy by Colonel Dodge of the Rio Grande Western
on some consulting work. In 1900 my old friend, Mr. Ssmuel M. Vauclain,
at that time Genersl Superintendent and = member of the Tirm of The
Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia, came out to Colorado and
invited me to return to the Baldwin Works. He desieed to start an
apprenticeship system so as to have trained men for the future demands
of the lacomotive building industry end wanted me to take charge of it.
I decided to accept and returned to Philadelphis in 1931. We started

a system besed on the old indenture idez. We hed a2 two yesrs course

in the shops for graduzies of colleges; a three-year course for




