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FIFTEENTH PENNSYIA (ANDERSON)
CAVALRY AT i RIVER,

ADJUTANT J, C. BEW YORI,

‘ H 7 E received our first mowmisville, Ky., and marched

thence to Nashville, Taching there on the even-

ing of Wednesday, Deay, 1862, Thursday, De-
cember 25th (Christmas ) the Re remained in camp about
one and a hall miles from the ¢ details were sent out as
escort to a forage train and had with the rebels. Friday,
the 26th, was cold and dreary wizzling rain. The whole
army was in motion for the Ster campaipn,  About 11
Aokt acdetachiment of the Repimcoed, in all aboul 300 men,
Aoportion was detailed Lo eseowon train. The balance,
some 200 men, reached General Ins' headquarters at night
on the Nolansville pike, but wite wagons, The detach-
ment was in cominand of Major Kosengarten, the Senior
Major, with Junior Major Franard second in command,
Licutenant-Colonel Spencer wal to take the saddle, but
occupied an ambulance, while Cealmer was still a prisoner
of war, having been captured imtictam campaign in Sep-
tember, 1802, while on a special mzecking to get information
for General MeClellan.  The sent reported directly to
General 1D, 5, Stanley, Chief of -, an the staff of General
Rosecrans,

We were ordered to be ready e at daylight. There was
active skirmishing all day Fridaavaley being well in ad-
vinee, with some artillery, The gradually fell back and
we bivonacked al night near theevond, The detachment
was highly complimented for its ¢ during the day, fighting
bath mounted and on [oot, :

The special incident of the dan extremely exciting and
well-nigh mortal combat engagby a six-foot rebel and
Major Rosengarten. 1 had been with the Major, but had
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Owing to the excitement wrtion (ollowing the hand-to-
hand conflict the Major waselled to po to the rear for a
rest, and we did not see him e next morning.

Notwithstanding the fact ir chiei officer did go to the
rear, we skirmishers were fortime still ordered to advance,
The artillery now felt their wihelling the front of the BRIy
at each good position, The Rat pushed forward, but we saw
nothing of the enemy until wwed in sight of Triune., We
were here ardered to halt, anr some reconnoitering, found
the enemy—infantry, artillerpvalry—posted at right angles
to the turnpike on the right cown, and fully three-quarters
of a mile distant. The enemyng our halt, took courage and
threw a few shells at us, all ah {ell ghort,

When Major Rosengarten o the rear we had seen nath-
ing of our flanking parties ein the right ar left, and being
st near the enemy, who apper foree, we naturally felt anx-
ious for them,  Beeing somery posted on our immediate
right and apparently resting, sent toward them to find out
who they were, and discoverefartunately our right Manking
party was among the numbeaking to the [ront from that
position we saw a large force: behind a stone fence, which
could be commanded by artilhm the woods, T was sent to
the pike to communicate wilLieutenant commanding the
battery there, who asked fornformation I might have, I
acquainted him az near as @ with the enemy's position,
and others coming up corrob my statement. A section of
artillery thereupon was sent tight to await orders,

Meanwhile, the General hzhed an eminence on the left
to reconnoiter.  Some eight of artillery were on the ascent,
commencing at the pike to t. Shortly afterward all our
guns opened fire and the rangsplendid, forcing the enemy's
infantry back. Under the artie our infantry advanced, and
suddenly out of ambush spne Third Ohio Infantry and
charged the rebel battery, “Leing no eavalry near enough
to aid them, however, the rewceeeded in limbering up and
getting away.  We now moveard, and passing through the
town, which was situated on found it completely deserted.
At the bottom of the hill ran in, crossed by a bridge which
the enemy had destroyed but ir before. Tt was now raining
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very heavily, We had not gone more than a mile, with Gengral
Johnson in front of us, when the enemy suddenly turned their
battery upon us at about 600 or 700 yards. This, however, did -
not accomplish anything, as they quickly limbered up again and

continued their retreat, ;

We moved forward about three-quarters of a mile and took up
a position in face of another hill. Scouting parties were sent
down the road, but could see nothing of the enemy, although they
had crossed the hill not more than twenty minutes before we ar-
rived. There was a heavy wood covering the foad ‘on the right,
on which side the hill was the most rugeed, and in which it was
thought the enemy had concealed themselves,  We now learned
that it was not intended on our part to institute any big or
thorough search for them further that day, It was now about
hali-past three or four o’clock, dull and rainy, and considering
everything we had covered a good deal of ground since morning,
and men and horses were hoth tived and hungry,

We reported 1o General Stanley, Commander-in-Chiel of Rose-
erans’ Cavalry, who ordered us to feed our horses as near as pos-
sible to where we then were, and to be on the alert for an immedi-
ate move,  He said: “Tell the officers and men of the Anderson
Cavalry that I am more than pleased with them ; that they have
Leen during the entire day and are now just where I wanted
and want them.” He repeated: “Tell the Andérson Cavalry I am
extremely pleased with their behavior to-day.”

[t iz needless Lo sy that we felt prowd that we had heen enabied
to so demean ourselves in the face of the enemy as to merit from
such high authority repeated compliments, We bivouacleed that
night in a held nearby, where we found plenty of excellent lorage
for our horses, but nothing for ourselves, The anly thing we'
could do was to caplure a few pigs and 5nnli|;: stray sheep, that
wold not keep oul of our way.  So we had a litle toast pork and
multon for supper,

Sunday morning found us still resting there, having been un-
disturbed, but enveloped in a dense Tog through which we conli
not see more than filtcen or twenty yards, About half-past 8
AM,, we received orders to move on, and in less than half an
hour the mist suddenly disappeared, driven away by a pleasant
breeze, leaving us in a spring-like atmosphere. After proceeding
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about three miles we came up Lo the foree in our advance, which
was turning 1o the leit toward Murfreeshoro. Here we met
Major Rosenpgarten, who i sufliciently recovered to aeeoms
pany us, and not knowing where we had encamped, had pushed
on down the road with these troaps, expecting to meet ns, We
were glad o see him so much improved. We were ordered to
keep to the pike, and a few miles further found ns on the gronund
where Hardee's entive corps (the rebel leit wing) had encamped
the day before. This was at a place called College Grove, and
they had told the people they intended making a stand, but
Hardee and his men had gone toward Murfreeshoro.

After seouting the country Tor six to nine miles our force was

collected where we had hirst halted, Our own men were alone:

no other Union troops were in sight, We halled until about 3
P, when we were to meet our wagon train and the guard
that had come up from Nolansville,  Pushing back we found our
encampnient already selected and some tents up in the woads on
the right of the pike near Harpeth Creek, and here we spent
the most happy evening of the campaign. During the evening
the woods resounderl witl sweet sonnds from glad voices, The
principal party was one which had furnished us [tequently with
splendid selections, [t was a quarietie maide up of Major F, B,
Ward, who sang his last song ; Caplain A Verin, Sergeant Osecar
Vezin amd H. P. Riehle, Everyone looked forward with bright .
anticipations to the futre of our Jittle band, prompted somewhat
by the success of the day previous, We turned in belore 0 P.M.,
ag we had already received orders 1o march at earliest dawn on
the iollowing morning, - :
Monday, December 20, found our line formed and the WaEDns
loaded,  Afler proceeding a short distance, General Stanley
ordered us to send our entire train, excepling the ammunition
wiagon and one ambuolanee, back 1o Nolansville, 1o be parked with
other extra wagons that were not allowed to follow us at present
lest they should interfere with the rapid movements of the army,
Turning to the right, this side of ‘I'riune, out of which we had
driven the enemy two days before, we found anrselves in company
with the division and train of General Jeff, C. Davis, the whole
of which we passed by about 10 or 11 o'clock A, The road
exceeded anything [ have ever seen for roughness. Tt was a per-

—
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fect stone fence—on an enlarged scale, of course—with rocks
piled in huge masses, winding first through a deep 1':nri|:|:-. Il}nn
through dense cedar woods, and ever and anon we were climbing
steep hills, over which it scemed artillery could not he hanled,
Notwithstanding every difficulty, the rumbling of those heavy
guns was heard at the front at dusk that evening as we were fall-
ing back, : el
Leaving the infantry and artillery in the morning we ._]Dli'!l!d
the cavalry force, consisting of some 3000 or gooo Ohio, In-
dianz an:ll-I'cIicllig:m men, On arriving near where the enemy
was known to be posted, the force was assigned to dnl't:t:rcnt
positions from right 1o left, stretehing over about & 1|ql|le of
ground, We were o take the center, supported by Colonel
Stakes, of the First Middle Tennessee Regiment, We were
ordered 1o advance, throwing out skirmishers to carelully f}‘:el
our way, Major Ward commanded the skirmishers and Major
Rosengarten the reserve of our litte band of 300, f‘h..[lurl abaoul
an hour's movement, on foot and mounted, wi!l:[unl Imr.'!mg the
eneiy, the brigade on our right commencedl Eu'mp;l. which Lald
us they had at last met those whom we were secking, In the
center we could sec nothing as yet, . .
Shortly, however, an orderly arrived from the right, telling us
to halt and when we again moved to incline to 1!:.-.: right, as two
regiments of the enemy were said to be wiailing in our front to
take us in ambuscade.  Consequently our 5ksr|m5|‘|t:_r5 were
called in, we remounted, and aiter a time moved on, Soon we
saw, al about 8oo vards distance, the rebel cavalry drawn
up in line of battle, Our line moved iurwsurd_ and the enemy
retired,  We hurried on, although they balted in a wood some
distance off. Our left coming up with a little boldness, they
again retreated; but as it afterward proved, it was only to fl.rnw
us on, We were soon on their pickets and captured some prison
ers, including a Brigade Surgeon and a hlfnjur, who was Assisl-
ant-Adjutant General on General Cheathant's staflf,  The nafe
of the Surgeon was Lackey and he gave his home as Mcnzplm.
Tenn,, s he told his captor, John I, Conaway, w[}n took him to
the rear. One of his first questions was what Regiment had cap-
tured him, and when told and also that hlin p;unrc'l was a Phila-
delphian, he seemed delighted ; told of his having gone to the
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University here anxd a whole lot of citizens he knew, and
asleed : "ls that lLow house still standing at Broad and
Walnut ¥ and added had many a good time in it.”

Meanwhile the dent, under Major Ward, pushed rapidly
forward, and soowed with the enemy. They advanced
about too yards—re the pike passes through the woods
—hnd halted. Soour flanking parties, following up the
retreating cavalry ‘h the woods, came to the fence, and
Samuel Jamison, VCaldwell and John K. Marshall jumped
their horses throupp, and immediately were in the midst
of Company A, Touth Carolina Infantry, who had been
advanced from thision, bul whose altlention had been
directed toward tkht, where the movements of Ward’s
detachment could bl but not seen,

[t was a surprisirom which the rebels soon recoveredl,
fired on Caldwell arshall, who escaped through the gap in
the fence,  Jamisoknocked off his horse by the bott of a
muskel and taleen o, but lve minutes later, in the confu-
sion of the rebel it coming up, he escaped, Marshall had
picleed up a prison alter his escape, and with himh hurried
over to where Wil his detachment were halting on the
pike. The first owe saw was Lieut. John W. Jaclson,
and Lo him he yellome on, Lieutenant | there's plenty more
in there,” and thewhole detachment, at a gallop, went
quickly up to the fehind which the rebels were.

The first shots « been fired had alarmed the rebel in-
fantry in the rear,:inforced their advance; so that by the
time Major Wards men reached the point it was to meet
a long line of infrecurely posted, with a high stake-and-
rider fence protecem from being run over by our men.
S0 sudden had berappearance that it confused them, and
although their mufire was heavy, it was not destructive,
even when our me up to the fence, fiving carbines and re-
volvers at the enemover ten feel away.

Major Ward warst man hit on our side,  He wore that
day the ordinary lof a private soldier, and carried a car-
bine. The fatal baed his left breast near the heart, coming
out below his shodade,  Hlis horse was shot at the same
time, and, supportwo of the men, he walked to the rear,

i T e U R s P s
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out of the line of fire, and then sank to the gruum‘l. Our As-
sistant Surgeon, Dr. Mish, bathed his woind and l1"|n::q|. to lessen
the excruciating pain he suffered. Even the pain could Inot
quench his martial spirit, for he still cheered on the men in a
weale and feeble voice, which a few moments before had been so
strong and lusty. .

Dack at the fence the battle still continued. From the close
range it is a wonder that so few were hit, but the rlat:cls had not
vet recovered and most of their shooting was tonlh1gn; 50 grafi-
:naﬂv we concluded that 1t was nol possible to dnw:t our foe, sit-
u:lt-;ul. as they wete, and our line fell back further in the woods,
but still kept up the firing. . _

It was then that Major Rosengarten’s battalion appeared,
They had been following up Ward's party, but had gone farther
down the pike toward Murfreeshoro, and when the musketry
pot heavy, indicaling a severe enpagement, they w::r::l[:mcd to
the right, details threw down the fence “”.Ll ”.:u rhfr,L}nlmn Iweut .
forward on the charge with “advanced f‘.:}rbum. ; Ihis was done
in plain sight of the enemy, who, in addition Lo being prcpa}'ed to
receive them, was continually reinforeed Trom L']]Il.: rebel line of
battle, which was just in the rear, Resting their guns on t.lm
third and fourth rail of the fence, their aim was more fles.tructwc
than it had been, and the losses among Rosengarten's met Ef-
ceeded that in Ward's, The fact that a large part af the former’s
line of battle was in the open field, in plain sight, and the rehels

+ being no longer so confused, as they had been at Major Ward's

cudiden attack, accounts for the greater loss. ’E: he first ::Dlle.}r
Jilled Major Rosengarten and also Colonel Palmer 5 horse, /.u::lH:-l
- goffer,” a blooded blick, known to all the men, which the I}-In o
was riding. Seven balls pierced the Major, The 1101'50.1\:.-:1:-1 nd[l?t:tl
with bullets, His fall did not dampen the :lll'Ll':JI.' :1[ ll.llﬁ men, w.lm
lept up the fight, supported by those al Major Ward's pacty .:ﬂllui
were about retiving but advanced again when Rosengarien came
on the field, But the odds were too unequal, and gradually all
A1 back out of range, :
[L]]]]]’]:":ﬂ';‘ﬁ ol hnL]:“,"'r'lnjurs was o severe blow to the Regiment
anrll a personal loss to me. Since leaving LI’)H}S\'IHC we 11u:d ‘It:l:cu
threwn, clusély together, and it was not possible to know e[L ler
of them intimately without learning to love them. When Major
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Rosengarten rejoined us the previous day, as we rode together
Lhat beautiiul Sunday morning, 1 recall the fact that he was very
much depressed.  He told me that he could not shake off the
feeling that he would not survive the coming battle, and the next
night he lay a sacrifice to his country, called jor in the suppression
of the most unjustifable rebeliion ever incited by wicked men.

By order of General Stanley the Regiment had gone to the rear
a short distance, Just as we were being properly re-lormed, with
Captain Norman M. Smith i command, an orderly arvived say-
ing Major Ward wished me to come to im. [ hurried back and
feund hin, as he Bimseli thought, in o dying condition. Te was
conscions of his condition and expressed himseli satisfied with
having done his doty, and said he was willing to die, .

st belore this e Surgean had gone, with twe other men,
under a Nag of truce, to altend the wounded, some of whom were
raising the mast piteous cries 1 ever heard, 1 remained under
flag of truce, as we were in sight af the enemy, Shortly the Gen-
eral sent word ordering all to the rear excepl myself, 1 was Lo
rermain with the Major until an ambulance conld be procured.

Ao owe were in danger of being captured, 1 osent my saber and,

pistel back, so that they should not get into the bands of the
enemy, even i 1did, 1t was the wish of the Major thal T remain
with him, he asking [or me whenever he woke up [rom hiz seimi-
conscious state.  About hall-past 4 an ambulance arrived, and we
succeeded in getting the Major away and sent him to General
MeCook's headguarters, =ome three miles in the rear,

T had become entirely separated [rom the Regiment, but spon
found my ald Company 1%, which had lately arrived, having
been left behind on duty, The Regiment, under the command of
Captain Smith, had previous to thiz, in compliance with orders,
fallen back, and it ten heing dark, and we being unable to llml
thiem, our Company hivouacked alone that night,

The next morning, Tuesday, we found our bovs nol more than
oo or goo vards Trom ug, [ lound my saber and pistol, and
inguiring thie sy Lo the hospital, Townd Major Ward still liv-
ing, but very low,  Alter he had spoken a few words, express-
ing his willingness to die and his firm opinion that he could
nat last more than o dav, he regquested me to leave him and not
to allow anvone else in e room, as the trial of seeing his friends

e

Fifteentls Pennsylvanio Cavalry af Slone River, Hi

under the circumstances was too great.  All he could say was:
Ylell the boys not to be discouwraged on account of our mis-
jortunes,” ;

U our way to the rear, the evening previous, the news of our
loss having reached the ears of those composing the long
columns of infantry and artillery that were pushing forward, we
were everywhere et with expressions of sympatho,

When a few of us reached the hospital, General MeCook had
already gone forward, and General Johnson’s division, which was
to act as reserve, was just coming up, We were ordered to have
our command brought to the Crossroads, as the place was
called, supplied with fresh anununition, and take the rear of Gen-
eral Johuson's division, as General Stanley said enough damapge
hid Been dane for one day,

We maved aboul ane and a hall miles and rested (S oa tine
on the road,  Skivmishing had alveady commenced where we had
fought the day before. 1 was determined to send forward
wagon and detachment of six men to secure the bodies of those
killed and find the wheeabouts of the wounded. The artillery on
o right wing was posted where we had Leen and where our dead
lay in. the woods. At a distance of about Goo yards in the
woors beyond the skirmishing with infantry was very heavy,
mingled with artillery fire. 1t was quite difficult, but MeCook
finally drove the enemy from their position and advanced about
three-quarters of a mile. We were ordered to fall back to a
creek, about one mile from where we started in the Morning.
Onr party sicceeded in getting the bodies of the killed, including
that of Major Resengarten, who lay with his head between the
hind feet of his black horse, “Zollicaffer,’

The wounded were supposed 1o be in a battom which was in
rapge of our batteries, and consequently we could nat get them,
We were not able to find out anything regarding them, as the As-
sistanl Surgeon and those who went with him under flag of truce
had all been captured and carried off, ‘The bodies secured were
sent to Nashville, where some were buried The bodies of Major

JRosengarten and Serpeant S, 17, Herring, however, were pl,ued

in metallic coffing, to awail transpartation home,
We lay where we had been ordered until darl, and were prepar-
ing for a sleep, and had just laid down at hali-past 10 o'clock,
T
-
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when “lo horse " sounded, and we were off again.  We had been
in the saddle for two days and two nights and did not unsaddle
tor two days longer. On our arrival at the Crossroads' Hos-
pital we found that we were to escort some wagons to General
Rosecrans’ headquarters on the Murfreeshoro .:llt"lllJ'll-:L‘. The
night was very cold and dark, with the road very muddy and
crooked. With the wagons our progress was very slow. We
built small fires and warmed up, but soon an order came down
the line to make no more fires. We had then to battle against
two difficulties, cold and sleep, We had had no rest for two
nights and not much to eat, After a pretty rough, and what was a
very tedious journey, we arcived at the pike about 4 a.m., Wed-
nesday, December 31, and soon had' pood fires kindled and
statehed a shart nap, :

Meanwhile rumors eame that the enemy's cavalry were in
the rear of the army and captured and burned our regimental
train, as well as a portior of the trains belonging to General
McCook's and General Dacis' headguarters.  Daylight brought
some of the men who had escaped when the train was alttagled
near Nolansville and several who had been paroled. These men
accompanied the train as guard. The destruction had been com-
plete; tents, baggage, provisions, regimental boolks, papers, ete.,
had been entirely destroyed, The officers all happened to be
wearing their fatigue uniforms, and lost all their dress suits and
everything except what they had on. The plunder was not
burned, for the rebels put the uniforms on and eame out as Fay
as peacocks, One put on a dress hat, another a pair of trousers,
another a dress coat with a major's or captain’s shoulder straps,
with sashes included. As the commissions belonging to some of
the officers were among the private papers in the baggage, théy
were handed up and taken possession of by different officers.
Major Prentice, rebel, son of Gearge D, Prentice, of the Lowuis-
ville Jowrnal, gol a commission belonging to Lieulenant James
B, Curtin, and also put on a dress hat, and last but not least, he
put on a pair of very handsome boots which T had had made in
Louisville. 1 lost everything except what was on my body, even
my dress jacket, which was in the Adjutant’s box when talen.

At daylight the Regiment was ordered to escort a train to the
rear and also to loak after the guerillas who had burned the trains

|
|
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menlioned above, Being without ratichs we ablained three days'
supply, and were about to start when a new excitement sprang
np. Just bevond General Rosecrans' headquarters, about Hoo
or goo yards' distance, men were hurriedly forming in line
of battle, Reinforcements of artillery ahd infantry that were
just arriving from the vicinity of Nashville were sent forward on
thie double quick, and we were ordered to the right about. We
then heard the rebels had surprised our extreme right wing and

_thrown it into confusion and captured twelve pieces of artillery,

which increased the demoralization,

Our cavalry in the vicinity were very soon concentrated and
formed in line of battle, We followed General Stanley down the
pike a short distance, when we were ordered to fall back on a line
with the road over which we had come the previous night, We
had not rested long when one of our ambulances and some
stragglers, sicle and slightly wounded, arrived [rom the Cross-
roads Hospital, where the rebels had appeared in force about 7 or
8 o'clock. The enemy surprised General Johnson's division,
which in turn demoralized MeCool's corps, o that it was almost
whaolly useless that entire day,

It was from the hospital mentioned that my messmate, John
C. Fleming, was taken with some twelve or fifteen others, and
carried 1o Vicksburg, The enemy threalened to take our Sur-
geon, but he claimed the immunities of his position, according
to the cartel agreed upon by our Government and Jefferson
Diavis, and although they did take and hold him prisoner for four
days, he was subsequently released. Major Ward and some
other wounded were not disturbed.  The Major lay until Sunday,
January 11, when he died, a patriot and a soldier, consoled with
the hope that his sins were forgiven and that in the hour of battle
he had perlormed his doty to himsell and his country,  Even at
his early age, just twenty years, he had exhibited traits of military

, character extremely rare even in proifessionals much his senior,

His body was taken to Pittsburg by his brother, who arrived only
a few hours before his death,

Adter the cavalry had remained in line some time where they
were formed along the road previcuzly mentioned, the enlire
force was ordered forward toward our position of the day belore,

"The cavalry numbered, all told, about 1200 to 1500, under
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Leneral Sanley.,  We were scouting as we advanced, On
crassing a fence o approach o stream we found ourselves in a
simall enclosure and all the fences perfect, leaving no opening.
Already some 2o0 of our bovs had collected in this place,
while others were taking down the fences, when bang! bang!
bang! bang ! came [rom the artillery just on our left. Looking
around we [ound that it came from the woods, and they continued
to fOre right into our ranks, shattering one man’s arm, a Iatal
wounid,  Temporary confusion, of course, ensued, as evervone
thought we were surrounded and withoont much hope of escape i
the artillery fiing upon us was supported, it being so close,

Inten ar fifteen minutes we had re-formed, in an open feld,
[ the meantime it was surgested that it might he ane of our own
batteries, The General sent an orderly over 1o find out,  He dis-
covered it to be, I believe, an Hlinois or Ohio battery, whose
olficers had talen vs Jor rebels, We were separaded some dis-
tance from the regiment in fronl of as in order to allow our men
to close up, as ey beeame sealtered o erossing the fences. The
regiment abead had ils colors Hyang, while our Company guidons
were all covered, and ng the distanee separaling us was noticed,
tirey ook us for rebels with colors covered to deceive following
those who had already passed. Things were soon adjusted
and we went forward, When we left our camp at Harpeth Creek,
Captain Vezin was necessarily detained until alter the squad-
ron had moved, and being mizsinformed as to the direction we had
taleen did not find us until Taesday morning, when Captain Smith
turned over the command to him, he being the senior, We finally
hatted inoa corn Oeld about three-quarters of a mile from the big
woosh we left in the morning, having lormed o our march a com-
plete semicirele,

It was now about 1 a'elock o, and the artillery fire on our
ledt wing was very heavy,  Having mavched divectly across coun-
try, keeping the road as litlde as possible, we had, of course, but
little idea ol the real direction of our line, and thought the ficing
came from our right, instead of which, as we [ound later, the
entive corps of General MeCool was resting in our rear, we being
again in the advance with the cavalry force which had slarted
fromy the pile with s, As vsual in corn Gelds through this region
we loumd plenty of corn still on the stalk to feed our horses. We
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remained here for some two and a hali hours, when we were
ordered to fall in line.  An hour and a hall previous to this the
regiment in front of us had been throwing owd skirmishers,
motnted and on foot, endeavoring to find ont what was in the
waods in front and on the vight of us,

The whole maovement was a perfect enigina to us, whao had no
idea of the close proximily of the enemy. A force was ordered
into the woods on our right, and we were first sent to the left and
then countermarcied to the rear of the center, where we were in
position 1o act independently or aid either ank,  General Stan-
ley now dismounted a portion of the foree in the woods and they
advanced rapidly for a few hundred yards, covered by the trecs,
when they suddenly beeame engaged with the skivmishers of the
encimy.  Reinforcements were senl by both parties amd the action
became very lively, Soon the enemy appeared in strong foree
and poured perfecy volleys into the men on foot,  Thinking we
were confronted by a heavy inflantry force, and having no infantry
or artillery in our rear that we knew aof, all our line [ell back, as
the enemy ontnumbered us greatly,  We were, howvever, sootl in
fighting trim, General Stanley cheering and begging the men not
to falter. Our boys were now placed on the right, when the
right and center of our little line were ordered forward,  We soon
Lecame engaged, when the enemy opened with grape and canister,
but fred too high, cutting the heads from the trees instead of the
men, This excited the horses. We advanced to the edge of the
wands, and by hard work dislodged the enemy and charged some
distance after them. Their firing being very severe, however,
our men fell back a little hastily and soon re-formed, and althongh
the rebels came to the edpe of the wands, they soon retired,
[nstead of heing infantry, we found l:h.‘l.l'b_tlu:;.-' were dismounted
cavalry, some 3000 strong, with artillery,

Woe were now moving slightly to the leit, when the rebels came
out of the woods and formed in line of battle in our front, show-
ing a force of nearly 2000, with their left in the woods.  They
looked extremely bold, and the red flag was waved in bitter
dehance, inviling us to the attack,  Our lines extended {or some
800 yards in nearly a semicircle, comprising from 1200 1o 1400
effective men, General Stanley was everywhere, and in a
moment he saw the best that could be dane was to order a charge,
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'Jr'lm enemy had already brought two pieces of artillery into posi-
tion and were firing shell, though without much precision,

4 “Let's charge them boys | let's charge them !” cried the General.
I_Em Third Ohio was just to our lelt and rear, and Lo its Colonel
General Stanley said: “Colonel, give your men the order to
charge.” All was excitement. The enemy appearing so bold
there was a little diffidence an our part. “Where is my Seventh
Pennsylvania?” asked the General, The Seventh Pennsylvania
by their bravery and splendid conduct had won the affec-
tion of the Generals in this department, and especially of General
Stanley. They were soon found ready, “Now where is the
Anderson Cavaley 7 asked General Standey,  He foumd us ex-
changing shots with the enemy, as some skirmishing was going
on alongthe whole line, The charge had not yet been made, and
we having, by our behavior on the Saturday and Monday pre-
vious, gained the confidence and sympathy of the General, he
said he would lead our little squadron in person, which excited
the pride of onr boys,  With his sworid waving he ordered ; “For-
ward| charge! Use your pistols and sabers, boys 1" ‘Then our
boys charged at a gallop Lo within short pistol range al fived
volley aiter volley with carbines and pistols, emplying some sad-
dles, The cavalry on our leit charged at the same time, The
rebels retreated some distance,

During this time an act oi daring was performed by two of
our boys which will be remembered for a long time to come,
The name of one was Sergeant Henry C, Butcher, of Company
B; the other Private L. B. Holt, of Company L. They saw the
enemy's flag and coveted it as a prize, bhut Lo attempl ils eaplure
was to expose themselves to our own as well as the enemy’s fire,
Alter deliberating a moment, the prize was too tempting and they
rode up, shot the standard bearer, who had advaneed some dis-
tance in front of his command, and brought the flag into our
lines—ihe two men riding one wounded horse, the other being
killed, Tt was an heroic and andacious act, Tt was a beautiful silk
flag, belonging to the Third Alabama Dattalion, and presentedd by
the ladies of Sehma, Ala—the onl v flag the foree carried, 11 was
subsequently exhibited in the windows of Cornelius & Baker, on
Chestnut Street, previous to its being presented to Governor
Curtin, at Harrisburg,
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Finding the enemy re-forming and knowing their superior
force, we fell back a short distance and re-formed, the enemy using
artillery,  The order to charge was given and the whole line ad-
vanced at a gallop, when the enemy broke and took (o the woods,

It was now sundown, and had we pursued, no doubt we would |

have been caught in an ambuscade, It soon grew dark and we
could do nothing more than hold our position and guard against
any further movement, We found afterward that they had
seven pieces of artillery, and were just bringing them into posi-
tion when. we made the second charge and [rustrated their plan.
The movements of General Stanley previous to the first charge
mentioned did not take up as much time as it does to write the
account of it. 'We were again complimented by him for our eon-
duct that day, We had only one Captain (Hewitt) and two
privates wounded, and they but slightly. The Caplain was shot
through the weist with a buckshot,  William P, Ellis, inomy mess,
received a shot through the shoulder of his overcont. Sergeant
Charles Belts got a bullet through his hat and Charley Slew-
art one through the front part of his boot, One man had his
saber bent, another his carbine stock shot o pieces, another the
end of his carbine barrel blown oll, and another his stireap shot
off. Several horses were nlso lost, We thereiore escaped very
well; some of the other cavalry lost heavily,

We found that on the pike, in our rear, MeCook had his artil-
lery and infantry covered by bushes, hoping that we might be able
to draw the enemy entirely out of their cover, but the thing did
not work, We were ordered to take the center of the extréme
front for a picket in force, at the same time throwing forward a
few skirmishers in advance, Tt was moonlight, and a heavy [rost
falling made it very cold. No fires were allowed, and our condi-
tion was anything bul agreeable, It was not possible lo stir
around sufliciently to keep warm, lest the enemy should hear us,
for they remained within gunshot all night,

Next morning we heard them sounding the advanee with the
igele, Bl it was 1o the vear,  The army in that vicinity did not
sleep much that night, their minds being too intent on the antici-
pations for the morrow, for the report had already been eirculated
among the men that Thuesday, January 1, 1863, was to be cele-
brated by a terrible battle, '
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Phie Sergeant-Major, who was very unwell, went to the rear ;
short rlisﬂ:lm'q- between 10 and 11 o'eloek at night, and as llll'l:Il
hn:'l:'J.J relieved | went with him, Arriving at lhl:x]Jiliru W [n.u]q J{;‘i-
sUssion of a fire where only one man lay, and adding a numb '] ‘E
1'Fll|:‘-'. lay down on a bed of four rails and slepl as ?mst we :-r (J}l
uetlil II'I'!.II'I:!'.:I'I;:': but even then it was mighty cold. Tit-:_' L":;t:-'uuftl
passage of ammunition and baggage w;;gu-m: and ;111;I:|1]ﬁ;1ucliilt1r:~
gether with the steady tread of cavalry and infantry, with u:w:rl and
anot :1le;1[£|.'1‘_1.' ol artillery, was clear evidence 1[1,;1t -tlut ruif]in:
mind of this department was not idle. [ was awake at I..‘EI.I'J?: cl-;w;
and soon saw General MeCoole, who had suffered so qc\rcir'v] ‘r th
day hefore, passing with lis staff to commence : i s
heavy hearl, another dav's labor, and g :
SUCCess,

thongh with a
L least hoping for better

At daylight Airey and 1 sought our cornman,

S : wlhieh was
aready in motion near where we left them

I so0n fon '
) ! e hey
W . Fay i 1 4
VeI IJ:UILIJ; toward the pike, but not even the Laptain com
1 S a « dlestinni 3k i ; I
]I.]JI|I!I_;_'| knew our destination, The officers did not wish tor b
placed in danger again that day, as onr ammunition was

b : all gone
besides our horses had not had their sads :

[ag: ol e Bim dlasrg.

Lhe men were overwaorked, ‘Uhe latler, ]let-:.rui:f!-:ltl't.tvgl:l-iEi:.;'él;'ll'1lll
wotld not Jm_vc been taken as an excuse, as n;nnJ'.' others wa'n‘k;nl
the same position, Want of ammunition and L'i:'!{ihLi(!-tl of 'h.ur.co"
were made known to the Colonel to whom we were that d'wh1.h
report, who immediately had us supplied with fiftec e

; " : 1 TOUNGSs ¢
of carbine cartridges, sy

1E1‘|11gr attended to ‘-..‘n.-':*J{:.:EI:éTljlim]{f}j 1._':.'15 ey, ]Lalving A
Nﬂs]l,’,i”l,‘ o' in_(.l i I1~?_ 1n11l started up 1Ihc pike, loward

o ad gome perhaps three or four miles ere we fonmnd
that we were to accompany the Third Chin in guariding an jm-
mense wagon train, some nine or ten miles in length 1o Mash-
ville. Tt soon became known that an attack was d.'.';||l.:l:‘|.'f.‘:{| l'tllll'l‘
made on this teain by the eavalry under Wheeler w]:i:‘h eliel "
al all increase the :|;1'|'w:|.||h'uw:..~a of our ]1-:|.r.i||'c:|| Cur Tu”-“-l
though green at the business, manifested a |rl'l:|'t'|:'~:-:|n‘.(‘ for [?Illhl

ug! en a air,
open-Neld fghting over bushwhackine

Flankers were thre

| Lt 1 5 we oW

uutl.LIng the train while anr bovs Troughi up the rear, which was

an impartant position, I -
Al s P e n - P = !

: 1'>:L were then about fifteen miles from Nashville and the

ankers were crossing a meadow, bevond which was a strip of
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woods (in fact, the entire road is alnost bordered with woods or
hills, which makes it most desirable for these attacking parties),
when they suddenly halted. Soon one fired into the woods, then
another and another, and then they put spurs to their horses and
retreated toward the pike. It was Wheeler's Cavalry, bt they
would not show themselves, although we immediately halted and
sent out skirmishers, being at that time certainly not more than
half their number. Luckily we had, among several unserviceable
pieces of artjllery we were taking to Mashville, two pieces that
could be worked, and a shell from one of them caused the rebels
to come out of the woods, 1t was only then that our fesponsibility
became apparent. To preserve our train was our first duty, and for
us to attempt to leave it in order to attack the enemy was to allow
them the opportunity of hureyving forward a detachinent Lo cut
the train in the center or some slightly protected portion.  After
Jeaving the woods they quickly formed in line, and indeed looked
formidable. The great question was to know whether they had
any artillery. | suppose they had some with them, but they did
nob use it on us,

Orders had already pone forward to hurry up the wagons,
which is almost equivalent Lo telling the drivers lo run their teams
into the ditch, ent the traces, mount a horse or a mule and get
away. We wished to keep their attention on us, and not the train,
as long as possible, for we knew that when the head of the line
was within, say four miles of the city it was periectly safe, and
considering its length, we concluded that it had already nearly,
if not quite, reached there; so every moment we could hold them
in checle here was of immense importance, The enemy soon made
a left turn and moved forward at a rapid gait. Meanwhile large
numbers were continuing to emerge from the woods. They gal-
loped forward, keeping to the right of us. The train had alveady
gotten from one and a balf o two miles [rom us.  Here com-
menced the destruction of property,  With the least mishap—a
trace becoming unfastened, a line breaking—or even il a team
could not keep up, it was abandoned by the driver, who ran for
his life,

(1 course, in attacking a train, it is immaterial to the enemy
whether they kill any men or even horses, Their first ilea is Lo
present a show of force, excite your fears and the fears of the

7
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teamsters, who are almost uncontrallable, and therehy produce a
panie, when the wagons become blocked up twao or three abreast
across the road, each driver endeavoring to get aliead of his pre-
ceding friend,  If they do not immediately become disentangled
they abandon their charge, The main train being of the first
importance, the guard pushes on regardless of wagons, ambu-
lances, caissons, ammunition wagons, etc,, which are left almost
without cause on the road. Therefore, unless a train expecting
to be attacked, or which is attacked, is in charge of a cool and
judicious man, the loss of property is generally enormous,  Our
train on this seeasion was well managed, so that not more than
six or eight wagons were lost, while at one time it appeared that
a large portion of it most be destroved by the enemy,

We hurried Tovward Tor perhaps two miles, not knowing ex-
actlv where the enemy would nexi appear as Lhey awere all
along the road covered with woods, unlil we approached a
descent where Ahe road lies vight throngh a wood of eedar and
other small teees, Tere they came npon our vear guard of Lwa
Companies, who held them in cheek a short time until word could
be sent forward,  The train was going along at a trat and making
pretly good time, when the vell of the stragglers and negroes—
“the rebels are coming !"—startled the teamsters again, and it was
here that two small guns and caissons and a wagonload of
Sharp’s carbines came near being lost.  Our lorce was hmme-
diately halted and aleo a portion of the Third Ohia, the balance
hurrving forward with the wagons, while we should check the
enemy and then retreat,  The enemy came out on the road and
charged on our rear, but a line of battle had already been formed,
and we advanced and drove them,  They rallicd and came again,
Our advance fell back a little, while a portion of the force forward
formed their lines on cither side of the road covered by low cedars,
and when the rebels were within thirty or forty yards poured into
them a galling erass five, which again halled them. A column
now went forward as reserve to a detachment which had charged
down the road, They came up in the hollow, when finally the
rebels went back to the top of the hill, where they remained, not
without some loss, however.,  We also lost two of our men killed
and the Third Ohio lost slightly,

Geo. J. French, of my mess, was ordered to surrender by a
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rebel, he having been cub off {rom us, but as he was not able
to see it in that light and knowing there was only one thing to do,
hie shot the rebel and retired. By hard work while the rebels were
being held in check here, some of the men succeeded in fixing
harness that had been cut, getling horses that had been turned
loose and rigging up broken gun carriages sufficiently well to
secure all of value that was threatened with abandonment.

Although in continual fear of being again attacked, we finally
reached Nashville just alter dark on New Year's night, 1863, a
beautiful, clear and moonlight night, hungry and tired and with
horses ready to drop. /e had been absent from Nashville just
one weels, but our little party had suffered its full share.

Our losses in the battle were as follows

Killed and died of wonnds—Maj. A, G, Resengarten, Maj,
Frank B. Ward, Company B: Private Robert [Sdge ;) Company
C: First Serg, W, A, Kimber, Private Orlando Weikel; Come
pany it Private Rich, W. Chase; Company I Privale Anthony
R, Kintigh; Company K: Serg. A. S. Drake, Private Wm.
Brooks; Company L: Private W, Harry Powell, Private Trank
Eaton, Private J. Weiler, Serg. S, Fred, Herring ; Cotnpany 17
Private M. [, Hill,

Wounded —Company C: Saml. Jamison, Edw, C. Smith, Serg,
Wi, P. Rockhill, Jr, J. R. Steinmetz ; Company H: Jos. Hilty,
Serg. J. B. Garber, Jr.; Company I: Capt. J. R. Hewitt, Serg.
Jno. Richards; Company'L: C, Lewis Diehl, W, T. Nieman.

Captwred.—Asst, Surg, Geo, F. Mish, Haspital Steward Chas.
F. Sellers. Company B: A, H, Craig, Jno. C. Fleming, Jos, D,
Little, Chas. L, Hayden, W, K. Rile, Jno. C. Sullivan, Wm.
Wagner, Geo, P'. Yocum; Company C: Geo. Fisher, 11, W,
Arnold, M, Baldwin Colton, Fred, Spang Company D Franlk T,
Adams, Horatio G, Snyder ; Company 1 Jas, H. Cornwell, I Larry
Paschall, A. . Buehanan, W, Beverly Chase, Wm, Conard, Rich,
Pancoast, Wm. Tarr, M, A, Williamson ; Company IF: Robt, W.
Brownlee, Robt, R. Taylor; Company G: D, Spencer Bates, A. T,
Clark, Ed. Pattison, Jr., Alex. Ramsey, D. E, Bigler; Company
F: Saml. Trimbel, Josiah Warg, Geo. Fisher, W, S, M oore, [no,
Pinkerton; Company I: W. H. Baldwin, G. P, Drennis, Franeis
P. Drinker, J. W, Hall, E. E. Lynch, Abraham Horn Company
Ko W. B Jamison; Company L: Byron O, Camp, Jolmson
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Hubbell, Samuel G Cuortis, Benjumin Bartram, W, B, licky,
Henry H. Jacobs, Jno, G, Marshall, kM. Olister, Alex, Robinson,
Wilbur Watts, M. L, Jones, Chas. E. Scheide, C. M. Wilson,
E, L. Mills.

(Y

THE HALT AT OVERALLS CREEK. '

Y

AL Dy FRANKENBERRY, CO. K, POLNT MARIDN, PPA,

— UNDAY evening, December 28, 1862, about 300 of the
Anderson Cavalry were in camp near Triune, Tenn.
Major Rosengarten was in command of the Regiment, On

this Sunday evening [ was detailed as orderly to Major losen-
garten, and on reporting to him was sent to the headquarters of
Major-General Stanley, then in command of all the cavalry of
the Army of the Cumberland, for orders for the movement next
day,  General Stanley diveeted the Major to move with his
command in advance of the infantey toward M nrlveeshoro, on
the road via Wilkinson's crossroads, | was sent during the night
to each ol the company commanders, divecting them Lo be ready
to move ab daylight.  Monday, December zgth, all the Regiment
there was in the saddle at an early hour and moved forward. 1
went with the Major to General MeCook and to Gen, Jeff L.
Davis; the latter commanded the advance of the infantrv. The
orders given to the Major were to strike the rebels, push them to
the bridge across Overalls Creek, hold the bridge, but not to cross
over. Company I had the advance, and the column moved at a
rapid rate, and about 2 p.a. we struck the rebel pickets and drove
them toward Murfreesboro. The column soon reached the bridge
and halted, Up to this moment [ rode constantly by the side of
the Major. I had on my cavalry jacket; the Major told me to
take it off and put on my blouse, 1 did so while in the saddle.

When we halted the column was not closed up, and the Major
divected me do inform each company conmmander to close up in
columns of four, [ orode bael and so informed each company
commander and then veported Lo e Major dhat the column was
closed up,

What orders, if any, were given to the Major while T was
absent 1 do not know ; but in a very shorl time the comimand was
given by the Major, and we crossed over the bridge and moved
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about three-fourths of mile down the pike toward Murfreesboro,
when the command halted.  Major Rosengarten rode back fo,
Major Ward, and had a few words with him. Major Ward's
battalion turned into a field on the right, formed a line at right
angle with the pike, advanced and soon opened fire on the enemy,

Major Rosengarten moved to the head of the column in the
pike and ordered it to advance.

We soon saw the rebels in force, with barricades across the pike.
They were also to the left of us, and we again halted opposite a
heavy woods, on the right of the pike, The Major gave the com-
mand “fours right!” which brought us in line facing the woods,
Numbers one and three were then ordered te dismount and apien
the rail fence, This done, the men remounted and the Major gave
the command “forward, gallop, march 1" and when pavtly through
the woods the command “charge ! and in a moment afterward we
received a volley of muskelry from the vebels, who were behind o
fence which ran parallel with the pike, This volley killed Major
Rosengarten and many others. T was within five or ten feet of the
Major when he was struck, and saw him throw up his arms and
fall backward from his horse. He was on the extreme right of
the line, next to the enciy, My duty placed me close to his right,
Sergeant Drake was close 1o me on my right and was killed by
same volley, Seeing the hopelessness of doing anything, and also
seeing a rebel force moving to cut us off, someone gave the order
te fall back to the bridge at the ereek, Major Ward had led his
part of the command through a field and into the woods in which
Rosengarten fell, his line being at right angles to ours, when he,
Ward, was mortally wounded and died a few days days after,

These were the last acts and words of Major Rosengarten as
they were impressed on my memory that afternoon, and 1 can
never forget the dav anid events.

That night we encamped and all our hearts were full of sadness,
because so many of our comrades were not with us, They, with
thousands of others, had rendered up their lives in defense of
Liberty and Union, Right and Treuth, and that our country shoulil
have but one flag and be but one nation.

MAJOR ROSENGARTEN'S LAST ORDER
TO MAJOR WARD. 2

SERG. SIMEOX LORD, COMPANY L, PUHILADELITELA,

L'-.R]Nt_i our march, in the formation of two squadrons, to
the battlefield of Stone River, Major Rosengarten halted
the one under his immediate command at Overalls Crec}:,

resting there 1o hear from Mlnjurl '-.‘:'l:!u'ml'n 5::;mdruu that had
harge o e ereele ford Lo develap e enemy, .
Lm":u"iu:lﬂr:lu:“‘u:lg to- wait before we heard heavy ‘l':rmg t'lfut
indieated that the Confederates were hotly c:rm.l-.-nl.mg M.n]t;l’
Ward's advance, A comrade and | I.uui.hf-uf: :'lt_luu.: on the 11:“;
of our squadron as flankers, On our rejoining it the comma
h“:;:j.ur Rosengarten gave me a verbal order to I‘Mninr 1»"!.l'al‘tl ;u
“fall back this side of Ovgralls Creek.” illashly crossing the
creck bridge, thence into the timber on the right, 1 met our ::;:In
falling back, [ inquired for Major Ward, and the reply was, “He
E I;III!::‘riedly returned to Major Rusengarten_an:d 50 rnpoﬂ:f;i. k
" After recalling Major Ward, it comes within our privi R
to ask if Major Rosengarten had known the rebel infantry we::
in position behind the highest kind_ni 4 worm fence wmtu:gllm
repel cavalry, should he have led in a second clmrgehove =
same ground, there to lose his own life, so soon after 1’1‘7—, mfl:“m
wounding of Major Ward in the first forlern assault e
itaeli was an obstacle that would halt any cavalry charge, enemy
emy behind it _
7 [I:lntfi‘::: ln:t charge a trooper, pistol in hand, dashed up to the
fence, riding abreast of it, firing into the very faces of the enclmg.r.
If he lived to return to his command it was luck and a marvelous

cscape.
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INCIDENT OF STONE RIVER BATTLE

WM. L, BRATTON, COMPAKY Ay NEW YORIK

HE Sergeant of old Company ;
"all ucﬁmutml for !:ﬂ h]:::tjml'lllIh:'ln::nl-:f;:{:{] e din
it Ay 1 g that we left
: Nashville to join the forces that were now moving, witl
}{cllt‘l'l-'ll Rosecrans as their Commander, 1oward ;'i[lll'[l'l'ti‘bl:lll:f.
Ihe air was chilly, and after marching “by fours” a shorl :|i.:i-l'|.1||.'::
Wi kuul.:liuiu adirt rond, and a few of Iﬂw |u|1.'.l'~. ineludin Jliil]
Brown, Billy Moore and the writer, getling in .:l Ili\rcl;.' mmtl il 1:
was symbolical of our youth, struck up the song, at 1Irw| Linie ]:l
dear to a Philadelphia hoy, “We're Al Bound [Iur NL:W Yo ]"}
As we had come from the same school and had pr:n:ti.a:f:fl itl ”
gether many times it sounded quite well. The “dough boys" tlt:-
we passed on the road cheered us. At the same time M n_i:;r Wa I:II.
rode down toward us from the head of the column losealeing I:IL
a :.wnllh!'ui General, sitting his horse so i:ruucllr. Ii]c I.u'?nr t
singer Inmslz_'l‘f, joined in the choruses for at least an hour Hi.n;;:n :
WLIﬂ: us various songs thal we used to sing round camp [':r.:-a 3
: I'he next day we had another tale to tell, and Company lll lid
its !ull share. An incident happened which serves to show :I“-
spirit of one of our boys, We had skiemished with some t"wulrl:
men who carried the Lone Star flag. We raced them .|I|:- } .\I
down the different hills, Major Ward staved at the head :nf';llin:.-
:':In!umn of Company H, In charging aramd the lop of l.:ll.l' ol the
l1|]!n i ball struck the carbine which “Billy" Brown :"u'ri.rl lh
L\t-arlrti over out of Brown's hands and struck the H;Ij:ur'a ;l;mr-.l-t
uTgh.m, we formed the line on lhclln]: of the hill, the Major H.'u1rI;
rown, you lost your carbine, didn't you P Brown said: “Yes, |
f.‘filllMIil help it.”  The Major replied: “1 saw vou -I:;ml-.lu‘t LI
it s all right; come and be my orderly.” Brown replied : "\I" "-Il
mind, Major, we will soon be within pistol .ulnnt.‘l'1 ]iJ:ﬂWI.I :1::1‘:

shortly after in the fi " : ;
tracted & bad [E“_:" field hospital at Murireesboro, having con-
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[ at that time had a very large, awkward horse, which while
strong was hard to manage,” and while taking a dispatch from
Major Ward to the Captain of Company L, the horse was .
hurt in such a way in one of the charges that it Jned Lim very
badly. I was ordered to go with the wagon train as one of the
guards. When Wheeler captured the wagon train 1 was one of
the fortunate ones who got away, but not on that animal, In the
confusion and excitement on the litle dirt road where our wagons
were attacked 1 secured a very handsome gray horse, upon which
was only a citizen's saddle.  On this horse and leading my own I
kept up with the [ew who did escape.

Several of the leading pursuers annoyed us considerably, but we
returned shot for shot without any damage being done to us.
1 think we hil several horses, as the rebels came within a hundred
yards of us, but would come no nearer. I rode with several
strangers belonging to different regiments into Nashville, and
went out to our fiest camp in that city, where we met and talked
with several of the boys who lad been left in camp,  Among them
was Bob Gedies, Bob got excited at the story of our adventures,
and we agreed to go out and hunt up the rest of the Regiment,

We started out and rode a long distance, when we found we
were lost. Traveling on until about 8 o'clock at night we came
across a large cottage. We knocked at the door and asked who

lived there, and were surprised to find a gentleman by the name
of Ben Johnson. IHe told us that he was a British subject, and a
British flag was flying over his house, but if we were lost he
would take enre of us until morning,  He advised us to hide onr
saddles and accouterments and put our horses in the barn. We
were given something to eat amd a very comfortable bed to sleep
in., Not knowing what was going to happen, we put our revolvers
and carbines where we could easily get hold of them. We slept
very soundly until morning and we breaklasted there.

Imagine our surprise when our host told us that in the night
a body of Confederate cavalry was there, but knowing that he was
protected by the Dritish Aag they didd nothing but inguire, asking
him if he had seen any Yankees. Of course, he was guarded in
his answers, We found that we had been inside the enemy’s lines
without knowing it. We started out, after getting directions as to
where we would probably meet our forces. Making quite a wide :
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detour toward Nashville, bearing toward the leit, we soon found
ourselves amang Union forees again, but were not challenged
by any picket. We gained a road, and to our surprise met
some of our boys, with a wagonload of our dead, going toward
Nashville.

As my Company was supposed to be in the cavalry division,
[ decided to try and find it,  Geddes thought it best, as some of
his Company was in the escort, to go back to Nashville, Every
place that [ inquired I was told to hunt up General Stanley, but
as his operations were in different parts of the field and the line
of ballle was very wide, and ag [ did not know the country, 1
stuyed all that day with varions bodies of troops, making very
diligent inquiry for my Kegiment. At Jast [ found that it had been
80 reduced in pumbers, the head officers being killed, that it had
been ordered from the field, no one could say where, excepl prob-
ably" Nashville,

I started for Nashville, and when | reached there our camp had
been deserted, and [ did not know what to do.  I'he horse that
I had, had to be taken care of, w0, having some money, 1 left him in
A livery stable and stayed at a hotel. The next day | staeted out
to where the camp was and made some inquiries, but did not suc-
ceed in finding out anything that was of advantage, As | passed
through one of the streets | saw a large cottage-built house, on
the wall of which was a painted sign, with "Major Thurston,
Surgeon General,” marked on it.

I thought there was an opportunity for me to get something
to do, and walking into his office told who I was and the circum-
stances in which I was placed, and asked if he “needed anyone to
be of any service to him." He looked me all over and said: “Yes,
I'do. I haven’t a single orderly or courier here.  You take this
telegram immediately to the office.” T think it was at the Com-
mercial Hotel, or near there, 1 took the message, and in return-
ing passed through the Market Square, and there 1 saw some
2000 rebel prisoners marching under guard, They seemed very
much elated over the prospect that they would soon be free,
for they shouted at everybody that “Bragg would take his New
Year's dinner in Nashville,”

My horse was on a nice gallop, and a double-team ambulance
was driving in the same direction. 1 was looking to the left, and

0
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for some reason. or other the driver of the ambulance, who was
driving at a rapid rate, turned his team so that the tnnguuluf the
wagon was pushed under my horse, and 1 was thrown with the |
horse very heavily, the horse's shoulder striking me with force,
crushing my left arm, disjointing it and also hurting my hand so
that blood was running from every finger nail, As there was mud
i the street I looked considerably demoralized, and as 1 gained
my feet the rebel pr..oners, who saw the incident, jeered, hooted
and made many nasty remarks. 2 :

My horse got up and was apparently unhurt, and muunml'jg &
apain 1 galloped off, returning to Major Thurston, 1 told him
what had eccurred, and he examined my arms and made me take
off my boots, then my stockings. He made a ball of the stockings
and put it under my armpit, and jerked the arm in |n!ncc. I felt
very much relieved at that, but he told me [ “was a fit candidate
for a hospital,” and it “would come in very opportunely,” as he
wanted someone 1o “go to the Methodist Church and make a
hospital there.” He gave me a requisition for uvcry!lling l.isat
would go to fix up a hospital, and I had my arm put in a s!mg.
1 went out to the Methodist Chureh and connmenced operations,

Of course, I was the first patient on the hospital list, and the =
same time I was appointed Hoédpital Commissary Steward. \‘Ih"e
had a Surgeon named Sennett, of some Ohio regiment, as Chief
Surgeon. I stayed there some two months, when [ received a letter
from “Billy” Brown, of our Regiment, who had been transferred
to Company L in the reorganization. He told me that out “of
the boys that constituted our first mess he was the only one that
was left,”  Stockton, Durr, Henderson and Chadwick had been
killed, wounded or taken prisoners, and he asked me when |
thought T would be able to get back. [ made application to be
returned to my Regiment, and the requést being granted, 1 re-
joined it at Murlreeshoro



WHAT I SAW OF STONE RIVER.

JOHN G. MARSHALL, COMPAKY A, PHILADELPHIA, PA

l N na_rral.ing what 1 saw on our Stone River campaign, [ am

reminded of the fact that no two soldiers will see the same
incidents exactly alike, owing to the excitement of a fight,
He only sees that which transpires in his immediate vicinity, but he
sees that in a way he cannot forget, '

. The first battle of any magnitude i which 1 was engaged was
hluu'rl River, on December 2y, 1862, while a member of Company
Lo The seenes | witnessed on that memorable day are as plain
1{: me now as they were then, and | can recall the faces and posi-
tlttrl.s as distinetly as though they happened yesterday.

Ihe fivst day's march, fram Nashville on the Nolansville pike
was in company with the trains of the army, and it was not r.ulilr
night that we reached the advance. But the next day early we
met the enemy's cavalry, and it was a day of enjovment,  While
we were under fire, no one was hurt, The bullets came thick
and fast and there were some close shaves: bul there is not much
danger from a mounted man, 1t is the i.ni:uur'ymuu, wha lias
the chance to rest his gun and take good aim, who does the mis-
chief. Our enemy would make a stand at every good position, fire
one or two volleys and then retreat.  Our boys enjoyed the I1'||u-
ning fight, comparing it to a fox hunt when at hﬂ;llc; but this
experience of being shot al so much without petting hit gave us
the preswmption to feel that a special Providence Hl;:l[’dt‘ll s and
that we could not be hit, which led to disaster to us a few tlays
nfler.

We were nearing the Confederate army, which was at Murfrecs-
boro, .':,‘Llltl the enemy was showing in larger numbers, A force
of their cavalry appeared in our front, and without waiting for
ulrdt:rs we charged. Down the road we raced, velling in the
highest glee; we went throvgh a wood and up to a fence, behind

which was their infantry, and then came disaster, 1na few minutes
1Ne
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there was distress in a score of Northern homes, owing lo our

- impetuosity, 1 saw their rifles belch forth, and our leader, Major

Rosengarten, and his horse, “Zollicoffer,” hoth full, pierced by
fourteen bullets. Then came a volley right into the faces of our
boys, us only the fence separated us from the enemy, It was then
1 witnessed a sight that can never be effaced, from my memory.
Men scemed to fade away like frost before the morning sun, and
many empty saddles was the sad resuit,  Here | lost one of my
dearest friends, a boy without a fault, kind and generous and a
friend to every man in the Regiment. 1 speak of our Sergeant,
Frederick Herring, [ was next to hin when he received a bullet
through his head, He lingered in the saddle a moment, then fell
with # thud to the ground, and his blood saturated my shoulder.
AL that instant my gray horse was shot and fell on my leg, and
while trying to*extricate it [ saw J. Weiler, of our Company, dis-
mounted and barcheaded, acting like a raving maniac. He must
have been hit on the head, so that his renson was dethroned.  Poar
fellow | the rebels were around him thick, and [ never heard what
beenme of him, | noticed a brave deed done by Al Coleman right
in the midst of the slanghter. e deliberately reached through a
gap in the fence and brought out an officer, who proved to be
the Adjutant General of the Confederate General Cheatham. We
came off the ficld together, and a more surly man than he was L
have never seen, ;

We went back that night and lept in the woods near Willein-
son's crossroads. Our Lieutenant-Colonel, Wm, Spencer, was
there in an ambulance, sick almost unto death, He was worrieil
becanse of not being able to be in the fight. 1 iried to console him
by telling him that it was Jucky that he was not there, as in all
probubility we would have had one more soldier to bury, and that
we did not have enough men in the Régimient 1o whip Bragg's
whole army.

O December goth General Wheeler got in the rear of our arnmy,
among the traing, and burnt up several hundred wagons, near
Lavergne.  Our Regiment, with the Fourth Regulars, Seventh
Pennsylvania and Fourth Ohio, all noder Gen, David 5. Stanley,
were sent to find Wheeler and drive him off, and the next day,
while aur army at the front was in the fiercest kind of a battle,
we were scouting the rear.  We had just passed th rough a codar
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forest, with dense undergrowth, when one of ouy batteries, posted
on a hill over 1o ouf left, opened on us by mistake. The error
was soon corrected, but one of their shots struck Robt. Edge, of
Company B, and took off his arm, Serg, Wi, Wagner, afterward
Major, ordered four of us to carry Edge to a hut some hundred
yards away, surrounded by a high fence, We carried him there
and laid him down and left him.

The Regiment by this time had passed on over the hill, where
we heard heavy firing, and as we came out of the hut Wagner
asked, “What is all that hallooing " and just then it appeared to
me that all of Wheeler's cavalry was on us, W started o riun Lo
the woods, but they sent a volley after us and soon had us cap-
tured, but having plenty of uncaptured Yankees to look after, they
paroled us on the ficld, the parole being written on paper from a
diary which one of the boys had, All we had to to now was to
enjoy what was going on, but there was so much of it that one
man could not see it all. Our battery quickly got their range and
began to knock them off their horses |ike apples from a tree,
Wheeler got his artillery in position, but for some reason did not
fire. Then he got his men in line for a charge, but before they
got started our line charged and Whecler was driven from the ficld
badly whipped. 1 don’t think this took twenty miniites, It was in
this charge we captured the Aag of the Thivd Alubama Cavaley.

Edge did not die for several days, but lay all alone and un-
attended, Sergeant Anderson made a visit to the battlefield a few
years after the war, and got from Dr. Manson, at whose house our
wounded Major Ward died, information of him. Our Surgeon,
Dr. Alexander, had been attending Major Ward, and after the
fighting was over Manson tald him that ane of our biavs was badly
wounded in a house not far off, and sugpested they go and see if
he hadl received any attention.  When they got there Fdge said
to Dr, Alexander, whom he recognized, “Oh, doctor, ['m much
better. 1 don't feel any pain at all.”  Alexander examined his
arm and found it all mortified and the stamp of death already on
him, and then told him that he had only a short time to live, and
that if he had any messages to send home he would see them at-
tended to, The poor fellow broke down at this, but quickly re-
gained his composure, spoke of all those he was leaving, and sent
them loving messages.

THE CHARGE ON INFANTRY AT STONE RIVER.

-
GENERAL WILMON W, DLACKMAL, FIRST SEJUBANT, COMPANY K,
EOSTON, MASS,

Y™ HE Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry arrived in Nashwl_le,
Tenn,, on Christmas eve, 1862, having marched from Louis-
We ;lli:?:ulﬁ:;rrcury Cliristmas, and the next morning, l*ru?ay.
December 26, 1862, about 300 of us, under command Ul:l h!iajqrts
Adolph G, Rosengarten and Frank B, Ward, sl.nrln:l: for the ml’ll.
A cold rain was [alling, and we were soon wet, chilled a?nd t%:n [
miserable.  We marched all day through the nllml. the rlu.m fa mg .
ateadily, and long after dark reached a small village, .w_h!i.h prfﬂvc
to be Nolansville, where General Johnson, with.u division o our
infantry, was in camp, We here turned into a field and went m:la
camp, "We were 8o utterly exhausted that we slept, notwithstand-

i we were et, hungry and cold,

mi‘::::; L::lfuhlt \:lu;,']ightl::u; the morning of Saturday, the 27th, \':'e
were roused by whispered words of umrn‘mmu.l.. 08 We were :iuobn?; .

the enemy to allow of a bugle call. The rain: lad C?R:E . bu 5
dense fog hung over everything. As soon as it was light mon..lge
to see a little way ahead we rode out through the luwn..mmd '.:e:: 1
soon beyond our infantry pickets anlrl h«:iuf‘n long were m_ -:J':Jrntz1 i
with the enemy, We had a sharp fight with whom we wcreb 0
were some Texan Rangers, but as Bomeone U].Hu may %‘JEI.VE ::T:
assigned a description of this fight 1 will pass it by without cor
m?’::‘lc*r another uncomiortable night, for the cold rni|1| had I:]-.-:.;:;
falling again during a part of the day and we wcn; still 1;«!»21::;[“l .
unhappy, the morning, Sunday, Il]ccm]:}mr 28th, raw:.mc ; i ;
and clear, a lovely Sabbath moring, Jlliu g began Lo Liij-’ ank
thaw us out, and we made coffee and enjoyed a hr:.::lkfast 0 rdpq:;
and hard-tack, after which we marched several miles towa e

front and halted on the grounds of a Mr, Pett. I think I o:r;ld tell
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a good story of our experiences here, but fear again that | may be
trespassing upon some comrade’s assignment,  Suffice it 1o say
it b vers pect amd dmpodent vebel gicls, one of them lonrish-
ing a pistol, stood on the poreh of te mansion and called us names
and wished us all sorts of misfortune, including our death at the
hands of their friends, the Confederates in our fromt.  Here we
found several freshly slanghtered hogs hanging in an uuLIm'thiing,
anil the negro servants were soon frying for us choice hits of very
fresh pork under our orders and persuasion.  In another small
building, covering a pit Hlled with light earth, we found buried
many bushels of delicions sweet potatoes. We all had our appe-
tites with us and enjoved a feast,
Monday, December 20th—5Started out early with orders to re-
connoiter as far as a certain bridge over a litlle stream, Our
Majors, Rosengarten and Ward, were ambitious, and did not con-
tent themselves with going only as for as ordered, ot poshed on
and the result was that we followed a small bady of the encmy too
far hodd ran imto a large force, We chiarged into o piece of woods,
on two sides of which lny eoncealed, in a corn field, n brigade of
Confederate infantey, We were al onee exposed tooa deadly eross
fire, both our Majors were killed—Rosengarten jnstantly and
Ward mortally wounded, dving in a day or two, Eleven were
killedl, twenty-five woumndedl and nine missing out of about 250 of
us whe charged the enemy, My personal experience in this charge
was peculiar,  When right vpon the enemy and alter men had
fallen all arownd me, from the tereible crass fire al shorl range,
my horse, charging on the dead run, got his front feel in a hole
andd turned a somersanlt, | was under him, freed from my saddle
anid Iying onomy back, protected from his full weight by an arch
formed by my saddle with my anket strapped an the cantle and
my overcoat on the pommel. 1 was partally stunned, but remem-
ber perfectly leoking up and seeing my horse's Teet in the air and
Joek Horn's horse making o Dyving leap right over me,  Tlor was
eicking eight behind me in the ehacge, and was wounded in the foot
while jumping over me.  Horn and the other bays behind me sup-
posed that both my horse and mysell were killed, but when my
harse rolled over, jumpei to hin feet and started toward the enemy,
O 1 MeConnell lay down on his horse's neck, rode between the
enemy and my horse, grabbed his bridle and brought him to me,
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for | had regained my feet and was looking around i“. a {_!:med
manner upon the dead and wounded men and horses lying .mlall
divections. MeConnell is now living in Fullerton, Neb, bumr{g
my name as Commander-in-Chief, G. A, R., he wrote lo me in
December, 1904, renewing our old Irieudshi!j, Mnjnr Ward was
still standing with his back against a tree, his clothing torn open,
revealing a spot on his breast where a bulle} had qiven him his
mortal wound. Why 1 was not sliot or captured 1 never could tell,
for 1 could have tossed a biscuit into the enemy's ranks. 1 sup-
pose they looked upon me as a sure prisoner or l'lm:uglll our fool-
hardy charge must be merely a dash to be 'tmmu-.!mtully followed
by u charge of a more formidable foree of cavaley or infanley, .
"As my devoted Comreade, MeConnell, threw me my horse's
Liridie, he said, “Get on, quick !" but secing | did not heed him, he
eried, *Well, 1 can’t stay here,” and pulting spurs (o his horse rode
onl of the woods in the divection the rest of our hoys, who were
able, had retreated. | deliberately picked up o canteen, seeing
mine was gone, and tied it to my saddle, lcﬁlwl_ my straps, looked
around and mounted, just ns some of my Regiment came charg-
g back into the grove again with the purpose of getting our
dend and wounded, as they declared.  Just at this moment a stall
officer of Gen. D. S, Stanley dashed in among us and urdrrctl us,
iin no gentle terms, to retreat, and 1 quietly rode out with my
comrades. In the excitement 1 did not realize that | was hurt,
and if 1 could have had rest and some care might have pscaped
serious consequences, but that night 1 was on picket, got no rest
and was chilled through. :

Ihe remmant left of our Regiment was pretty well used up, hrgﬂ,
colid, hungry and orphaned ; onr Colouel, W, |, 1":11[111.'1‘, o pris-
aner, captured at Antietam ; our Licutenant-Colonel h]:un:_;er Wils
sick in an ambulance; our two Majors just killed in action and
Capt, Alfred Vezin in command.

On December 318, together with the Seventh Pennsylvania
Cavaley and portions of the Third Tennessee Cavalry and Second
Iit-ulml-kv Cavalry, making a small brigade, we started out
under command of General Stanley, commanding the Cavalry
of the Army, A battery soon opened on s, and one shot
look off the arm of a soldier not far from me, It was Lthcn
discovered that it was one of our own batleries, which made it all

b
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the worse, Pushing on through woods and over byroads we
struck a dirt road about 4 e.v. We left this road, throwing dowii
a rail fenee near the houge of a Mres, Barcows, and formed 1o line
of battle in a beautiful feld. Iefore long a few horsemen rode
out of the woods, our skirmishers fell back, and then appeared a
column of rebel cavalry and then another. They formed in line
of battle in our front, with some artillery on their left, General
Stanley rode along in front of our line, and said to the officer
camtmanding the Seventh, “Major, we'll charpe them now.” e
dashed past us, who were the center of the line, to the Tennessee
boys on our right, and said a few words to them, then rode back
te the center and called out in a loud, clear voice, “1 will take
commanid of the Fifteenth Peinsvivania,  Follow me, hoys!
charge " and in we went with a cheer. The enemy opened on us
with artillery, but on we rode and fired no shot, depending on our
sabers, We rode over their skivmish line, but belore we renched
their line of battle they broke and rvan, and we had a horse race.
A few were killed, and we captured a stand of colors and over
100 prisoners,  Darkness put an end to this fight, but not to our
trials, for we had to stand all night as mounted pickets,

We were 5o cold, sleepy and hungry, having had nothing to eat
since early morning, and little then, that we did not know which
sensation was the worsl.

I remember that [ dismounted and led my horse around, trying
to get warm by exercise and to keep awake. Three different times
[ got to sleep and was aroused by falling on the frozen groynd.
Just before daylight we were relieved by infantry and led our
horses back a few rads, and dropped down with the bridles over our
arms to get a little sleep.  When | awoke it was broad daylight
and [ was enddling up to one of my comrades,  On attempiing
to arowse him T found he was not a comende but a dead rebel.
The dead lay all around us, covered with frost,

This was Janwary 18t We were about used up, We were
ordered back to Nashville in charge of an empty ammunition train,
Chn our way we were atlacked by Wheeler's cavalry, and some of
our wagons were taken and burned, but we gol most of them back
to Nashville, The drivers on a plece of our artillery, in atlempting
to cross a field, got their gun carriage stuck in an old stone wall,
cut their horses lovse and abandoned it. My chum, E, E, Griffith,
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and myself tried o dislodge the picce and take it into Nashville
with us, alter Wheeler had been driven off, but it was too much
for us, and fHnally we ho | to abandon it, much to our regret, We
reached Nashville the afternoon of January 1, 1863. Griffith and,
[, dead beat ont, lay down on the poreh of a little house in the
outskirts, which sheltered us somewhat from the cold rain which
was Talling, and thankful for the dry boards and“partial shelter,
slept like logs, well inlo the next day.

I began to feel the effects of my injury received in the charge of
the 2gth ult., and was compelled to give up and go into a church,
which was being used as a hospital, and there lay for several days
i a pew, getting some sleep, but little else,  As soon as [ could get
strength enough | joined my Regiment, but was taken down with
fever, and lay for several weeks in a deserted house in Murfrees-
boro, in charge of a good-natured, shiitless negro man.  Again, 1
joined my Regiment before | was strong, and had a serious re-
lapse, from which I never should have recovered but for the
devotion of my comrade and friend, Harey M. Francis, of the
Anderson Troop, who secured permission to take me, in an ambu-
lance, back to the railroad and thence, via Nashville, to Louisville,
Ky., where I was taken into the home of Mrs, James Thompson,
and tenderly nursed back to life and health.

A homeopathic physician, an ltalian patriot { possessed of great
skill and a loyal Union man), Dr. Caspari, by nantt, took an
especial interest in my case and tended me faithiully. 1 was si::k
and a stranger, but Mrs. Thompson and her family took me i,
and from that day to this our friendship has been close and inti-
mate,

As soon as the doctor consented 1 rejoined my Regiment, then
at Winchester, Tenn., and went with it through the battles of
Chicknmauga and Chattanooga, and remained with the Regiment
until 1 was commissioned and transferred to the First West Vir-
ginia Cavaley, in the command of Sheridan and Custer.



CAPTURE OF OUR WAGON TRAIN BY WHEELER'S
; CAVALRY,

ARTHUR O, GRANGER, COMPANY C, CARTERSVILLE, GA.

WAS detailed with a party of forty-two to guard our wagon
train on December 29, 1862, We marched along all that day,
without any particularly exciting incident, crossing over

from the Nolansville pike to the Murfreesboro pike, on a rather
narrow dirt road,

We were well in the rear of the main army and conld hear the
cinnonading and musketry at the frant, and thought we were per-
fectly safe. To relieve us of the weight, we put our carbines and
sabers in the wagons, and were thus in light marching order,
L the goth we were going along a hollow in the road at a point
about four miles from the village of Lavergne, and saw, just
ahead on the left, a rather large farmhouse, wilh pigs and chickens
straggling around over the place, and the boys at once made a
break for them.

I was near the rear end of the wagon train, 1 threw niy hridie
over a fence rail sticking up from an old-fashioned snake fence,
and was chasing a pig, and had driven him into one of the corners
ol the fence and had my knife drawn, expecting to have some
good fresh pork for the next meal, when suddenly there was a
rifle volley from the top of the hill and rebel bullets were lving
arvound thick, 1 looked up and saw a large body of cavalry that
far outnumbered we and that we afterward learned was Wheeler's
entire brigade.  Fortunately 1 was right where my horse was,
and, again fortunately, e was not tied, so 1 quickly mounted and
galloped back down the road, firing off all the loads in my pistol
at the rebels, who were getting very close. 1 had a good liorse,
and escaped with a few olhers. One or lwo of our men were
killed and the rest captured and afterward paroled,

* We made our way back to Nashville, where the Regiment ar-
rived the day after we did, and we learned that it had also been
116
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detailed to guard a wagon train, which was similarly attacked and
burned, ; '

I cspecially regretted losing my saber, as it was a particularly
small one that had been secured for me becanse I was the young-
est man in the Regiment.® 1f either we or our olficers [md“hcen
more experienced, we would have retained personal possession of
our carbines and sabers, ' e

L ¥
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a balt,  Adrey told the Majar t / W
; 3 ] wat Ward was badly
and liable to fall i e e
: it the hands af tl
ands e enemy, and “would
e ‘ e ! , B would he
,-iFhf Lllp TF'J g’l.l1]lltl'l away.” The next command was “fours
it whee andl the next “charge!™ 3 . .
“advance carbine, Uyelli H.1 charge!” and away we went at
2 | arbine, “yelling like madimen, and thus we wenl until
eorenele ¥ H, 3 | oy Lo i ¥ :
od ]L wched a high stake-and-rvider fence, on the other side of
5 e . ] sidle
" 1]WLirL swatms of rebel infantey, 1 halted about thirty steps
‘o Lhe ; el . ale
i e fence, and Juckily my horse was standing in a depression
rm::I so the bullets all went over my head : ’
Sergeant s Dirs - I'
e 1ng 1’rf r"-:cffxﬂmlm Dirake, who had ridden beside me all day
a few feet from me on higher gr ,
: round, was shot and -
e ; I , wits shot and fell from
se dead, 1 fired two shots al the men behind the fence, but
it ]

d]l t]'.lﬂ tirl'.l'ﬂ 100ki|‘| [+ ei il 4y it
r | [ 1_|:1 - 1

With Rosengarten's Rattalion at Stone River. 116

done next. Over to the left I saw Major Rosengarien going at
full speed a few feet f om the fence, and my thought was that e
was hunting a gap through it, so as to lead us into the field. 1 saw
him fire one shot down a ravine that tan asross his path and turn
his horse to the leit, when a volley was fired from the ravine.
The horse turned a hall sm;lersault and fell on his bacl, with the
Major underneath. We all then turned, without orders, and got
out as fast as we could. e

On going back we came Lo where Serpeant Rockhill was lying
on the ground, shot n the thigh, There was one cowmrade with
him, who begged for help Lo carry him out of danger, as we were
<till under fire, I dismounted and turned my horse over 10 s0iIEs
one to lead out, and soon got two others, and the four of us car-
ried him in a blanket, each man hiolding a corner, hacl to within a
short distance of the bridge, and then laid him down beside the
road where the ambulance could come and get hin. T did not
get my horse till noon of the next day, although 1 started on the
Ll for him at onee,

[f a Frenchman had been there he would doubtless have said :
“est magnifique, mais ce n'est pas la guerre” {the charge
was magnificent, but it was not war). The mistakes we made
were, first, in attempting to charge at “advance carbine,” To do.
it a soldier should have three hands, one to manage his horse
and the other two to fire and load his carbine: The other was in
malking the charge. I wg had followed Sergeant Airey to the
right obligue, instead of going straight np through the woods,
we wonld have come to where Major Ward was lying, com-
paratively out of danger, and the only excuse 1 heard of for
making our charge was to save him. But it is easy after the
thing is over to discover reasons why we should not have done
what we did. We had had such an easy time with the enemy,
up to this time, that out heads were swelled with the idea that we
could do anything we wanted to, and the result was a lot of dead
and mangled comrades.

During the afternoon of the following day our command, which
was only a small part of the Regiment, was posted in a field to the
left of the above-mentioned bridge, facing the enemy. I had a
strong desire to get back to the woorls where we had charged,
it being onty hall a mile away, 1 explained to my cotnpaiy cot-
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mander, Captain Hewitt, that 1 had not been able to waler my
horse, as 1 had just found him, and asked permission to take him
to the ereek and do so, which he granted,
field and down the steep bank into the water,
had all of it he wanted, | continued to ride down the bed of the
i‘.f‘ﬂ_‘l_‘ﬁ:’ and under the high bank till T was out of sight f.li':-.[_:EI.Dlﬁi]'l
ii':‘ij.‘r:‘]-r:t_l Z!:I-:]Il]iﬂ_'J] -::!'-;‘J.ﬂsazd the pike and up to our hghting ground.
.,61::_14] regiments of infantry occupied the ground, and some
artillery was in the apen ground, throwing shells into n.'wm:-c]q
about half a mile further on, Our boys In‘-_lr where they fel] Im.t
l]]lu rebels had stripped them of patt of theiy clathing :11.;11 I- :!lnu’t
think any of them had boots on, =ome of o Iuw.c.“unc!l-1' Lien-
tenant DeCoursey, with whom was Corporal Kirk J.-"-.] f
and John Gulden, were there to take ey

I went across the
and, after my horse

Caleman,
e , charge of the bvelies, and
elore 1 left the wagon they had waited for arrived, and they
started Tor Nashville and | (o join my Company, .

e T A T S o

STORY OF & TYPICAL CAPTURE., IMPRIGOMMENT
AND EXCHANGE.

,

M. B COLTON, COMPANY H, PASSAIC, N. .

T was New Year's day, Thursday, January 1, 1863, The battle

of Murireesboro or Stone Fiver was raging, and our Regi-

ment had taken part in the battle for several days, losing
Majors Ward and Rosengarten and a nowmber of men,

O that morning part of one Regiment was detailed Lo escort a
wagon train to Nashville, “Thirteen rounds of ammunition were
igsted, and with o pact of the Uhivd Ohio Cavalry we set onl, 1L
was the expectation that we would be attacked by the rebel cav-
alvy, as they were known to be operaling in e rear of our avmy,
and we were not disappointed.  One company  was  scaltered
along among the wagons, with orders, if attacked, to prevenl a

“panic anieng the teamsters and mules.

About noon the rebel cavalry, Wharton's brigade, made their
appearance from the west side of the pike. They had been in
hiding in the woods, and had allowed the head of the column o
pass and get some distance ahead, when they charged on the
train.  As they came down we commenced firing, but did not
check them in the least, as they were twenty to one,  We were
placed in squads of four or five among the wagons,

Only those who have been in dangerons positions at such a
time can realize the difheulties in which we were placed, henumed
in by ditches and fences on each side of the road, mules and
wapons inextricably mixed up, and the enemy ficing into us, :
hndrved against o squad,

Many of the teamsters, seized with panic, abandoned' their
wagons, and the moles, left to themselves, turned off and some
were soon in the diteh, All was in confusion, and nothing could
be done to prevent o The road being blocked up, there was no
chance to join the main column abead,

The enemy were amwong us in a moment, and as we were doing
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what we could to prevent a general stampede of the train, several
of us were captured, and as our men at the head of the column
were giving e rebels volleys; the lntter velveated, careying with
them a few wagons and some of us who were prisoners,

We were hurried away, and our men opened with a gun on the
retreating column and shelled us as we disappeated in the woods,

As we lefl the road 1 saw Weikel, of our Company, olil Com-
pany C, lying with his head hanging over a small bridge, and just
gasping, evidently shot through the heart.

We were rushed up rapidly through the woods and were soon
out of gunshot, We found they had with them 150 prisoners
whom they had picked up in other places, most of them infantry,

We were well treated during the night march of some sixteen
miles, Some of the rebels during the night gave us their horses
to ride while they vested themselves walking.

We halted about 1 aon, pretty well exbausted, and lay on the
ground until near daylight, when we footed it into Murfreeshoro,

The enemy were burving their dead in trenches, and we passed
General Cheatham's brigade marching through the woods to eom-
tmence the day's battle; the men cheering as they caught sight
of ns,

We soon arrived at Murfreesboro and were placed in the lown
jail, where we could distinctly hear the volleys of musketry.
From the windows we could see the body of our General Sill,
lying on a piazza of a house opposite the prison, stripped of
trousers, coat and boots.

We had flour and sugar issued, and we cooked the mess the
best we conld,

More prisoners were brought in during the morning, their
faces covered with powder [rom biting cartridges, They were
jubilant, and reported that our army were driving the rebels in
preal shape, and we were in strong hopes ol being recaptured
befare night, as the sound of the musketry became mare distinet ;
but sueh was not to be our luek,

On Saturday, Januvary 3d, we were loaded on open flat cars and
started for Chattanooga. It rained hard all day and night, and
was miserably cold.  We haed no cover, and traveling very slowly,
we were all well soaled and nearly frozen. How we atood it 1
do not know, bul we were voung then,
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The locomotive was evidently in need of repairs. Frequently
the train would stop for an hour, and shivering all over and
sonked to the skin, we would try to make a fire out of the wet
wood, picked up by the side of the road. We were a miserable
lot and longed for daylight, which came at last, and with it the
blessed sun, distributing its warmth where it was greatly needed.
There was probably more real suffering that night than we ex-
perienced during the whole war.

We arrived at Chatlancoga at midnight and were marched
through the town to the prisoners’ camp, where we dried our
clothing and slept soundly until morning. :

Sunday, the following day, was a beautiful one, a great con-
trast to the preceding day and night.

Rations were issued of meal and sugar. It was a regular grab
game, | secured two cups of meal, but no sugar,

[laur here was $50 per barrel, sugar $1 per pound, corn meal
$4 per bushel, and coffee $4 per pound.

On Janvary 6th we left Chattanooga and arrived at Atlanta
early in the morning, and marched out to camp in a heavy rain.
Flere rations were issued ) o loal of good bread and pork,

The cars we occupied [rom Chattanooga were filthy hog cars. .

Upon arrival we found all of the stores in town closed and busi-
ness suspended.

We left Atlanta and arrvived at Montgowery, Ala., at 1
A, Janvary 8th. The nights were cold and {rosty. By the light
of the camp fires we found a few more of our Regiment: William
T. Niemann, wounded, shot through the shoulder—a bad wound ;
Jeff, Denis and Sam Jamison, the latter wounded in the head;
Garber, shot in the neck; Alex, Ramsey and Ned Patteson.

The wounded suffered much from exposyre, being constantly
on the move, but they received good attention from Dr. Mish,
who was a prisoner and was with us all through.

We left Montgomery at g a.M., going north, and bound for
Richmond. At dark we arrived at West Point and changed cars
for Atlanta, where we arrived at 1 a.m., Friday, Januvary gth.

The guards at this time were quite lax, and we were allowed to
wander about town in search of bread, and were brought up at
Jast at the camping place of the prisoners, where were issued corn
and beel.

o
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We leit Atlanta at 8 ey, passing over the ground which wis
soon Lo be made historie by (he servies of battles between Sherman
and Joe Jolmston for the possession of Atlanta. Every foot of
the way from Chattanocoga to Allania was fought over.

We arrived at Dalton early in the morning of January 1oth,
and left at 10 am, for Knovxille, traveling very slowly,

There was some recompense for onr hardships in the magnifi-
cent scenery Lhrough which we passed, along beautiful rivers like
the French Broad and the Watauga, and the majestic Smoky
Mountains—the range dividing [Zast Tennessee from North Car-
olina,  We little thought, then, that in two years’ time we would
be climbing those same mountaing with Stoneman’s Cavalry into
North Carolina, to form a junction with Sherman's army to
operate in the rear of Lee’s army,

On Janvary 1ith we arrived at Knoxville, Often the men
would elimb 1o the top of the cars 1o get same (resh air, and ride
that way in the biting wind, X

OF course we had very little 1o =al,  Those of us who had a
little money could occasionally buy some corn pone or tough
pies lrom some [riendly darkies or poor white trash, .

At one point, while passing through Alabama, & couple of girls -
sold some pies, and every man who had eaten was taken deathly
sick. The pies were no doubt poisoned. Evidently too much
poison had been administered, and that saved them.

We were held up at Knoxville all day and drew rations—bread,
erackers and pork,

Al along the road through East Tennessee the people turned
out to see the “Yanks” and gazed on us as il we were part of a
circus menagerie.  We bandied words with them, and really had
a pleasant time chaffing them.  Many of them were Union men
and wonen, and when the teain stapped, which was quite often,
we had some quiet talks with them,

A common question with them was: "“What did you'uns come
down here to fight we'ons for "

We lelt Knoxville January 12th, at 4 a.m., traveling slowly all
day, and arviving at Owensville at dark,  We found the bridge
burned, and had to lay over there until morning, At Henry
Bashor's some of us had a good breakfast,

The majority crossed the Watauga in a flathoat, and some
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waded Lhe nln:mu. We then marched ten milea Lo the Goshey
River, where we found another bridge had been burned.

We took the cars again and rode ten miles Lo Bristol, on the
Virginia line. Here we built fires, and rations were ismmq—
four and pork. We passed some fine scenery, and the Paint
Mountains with their tops covered with snow, '

We arrived at Lynchburg at 7 aa, Thursday, January i5th
drew rations and started for Richmond at noon with two engines,
as there were some heavy grades. We arrived at the junction.
and changed from freight to passenger cars for the rest of the
journey, During the night the writer wandered suhuull Hw.‘cur Lo
find a soft place to sleep, and laid down on the floor, wuhtlns head
pillowed on one of the men, who was sound asleep, It 'I_n.-mf.: dark,
he was unable 1o distinguish who it was, and on awaking at day-
light found he was using one of the rebel guards for a pillow.
Awaking first he avoided any unpleasant consequences,

On Friday, January 16th, we arrived at l{in'hmn‘unl ol 7 A,
crossed the James River by bridge, entered Richmond, and
marched through the rain to the quarters assigned to us, a large
taobacco [actory, .

Quite a crowd assembled to inspect the Yankees,  One I.1IIEII’|
informed us that the place had been vsed as a smallpox hospital,
and he hioped that we would never come out of the building alive.
This was encouraging. The building, however, had been thor-
oughly cleaned and whitewashed. :

It was very tedious and tiresome to be held there a prisoner,
We had rations issued twice a dav—halt a loal of fresh bread,
very good, mule meat or soup, which was sometimes wormy. :

To the south close by ran the James River, and on the opposite
side is the town of Manchester. v

We fell in to be counted every morning,* the roll heing called
by a little fellow by the name of Ross, and he would yell: “Fall
in, Yanks!" Some of the prisoners would mock him and he would
get into a terrible rage,

On the morning of January 17th Dr. Mish lelt us for the ﬂ:L‘u-
of-truce boat, with the understanding that il it appeared at Gity
Point he was to proceed to Fortress Monroe, Many forwarded
letters by him, which had to be inspected before they were
allowed to go through the lines.
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Aboul 1000 men were quartered in this building. On our floor
were 238 men, who at night slept in rows,

Much of the time of the men was spent in loaking over their
underclothing, Stripped to the waist they were o ludicrous sight,
turning their shirts inside out, and ever and anon, especially ever,
picking out some small things, looking like seeds, which were
designated graybacke,

Should you put your head out of the window to get a breath
of fresh air, the guard below in the street would bring his gun to
his shoulder and threaten to shoot.

Il any man incurred the displeasure of the officer of the day,
he was placed on one of the stair landings and compelled to mark
time for an hour or two as a punishment, The guarils were gener-
ally good-natured, and our men wonld only mark time when an
officer was approaching, And so time passed, the same thing
every day. The principal topic of conversation was: “When
should we get out of this and be off to God's country.,” Rumors
flew thick and fast, and the wish was often expressed that this
would be only a “temporary arrangement,”

On Januvary 1gth Dr. Mish returned, the flag-of-truce boat
not having put in an appearance at City Point, Seven hundred
prisoners from Libby Prison we learned had left, and it seemed
pretly certain that we would all go soon.

We heard that the flag-of-truce boat was to take 1100 prizoners
at once. This news was considered reliable,

The men on the upper floor of the western wing of the building
were puroled on this date. This was encouraging,

On January 26th, 80 men from Libby Prison having left to be
put through the lines we were transierred to that prison,

We then all left the quarters we had been aceupying for the
past Len days, blankets and tins being taken from us. We
marched through the muddy streets carrying our rations in
blankets furnished us for that purpose, one man at each end of
the four corners of the Dlankel—a singular sight, and it attracted
a great deal of attention [rom the citizens. We arrived at Libby
Prison and were soon installed in that filthy building,

The walls were smeared with filth that had run down from the
upper floors,  No attention of any kind evidently had been paiil
to cleanliness, and our hearts sank within us at the thought that

- —
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we might remain here for months, or pll:‘rh:iir:a until the war was
ended. Some of the men were already ill. Dut we were agree-
abiv disappointed, as we remained there only one day.

We were all paroled in the alternoon, and from what we could
learn [rom the guards, were to leave at once and be put through

ines at City Point. % s

““:.'Jln ',1‘11m:1n3'.]r1,he 27th, we left Libby at 3 am., and walking ,
through the thick mud, took the cars for Petershurg, where we
arrived at 8 a.m. Here we waited for the balance to come, We
learned that a sad accident had occurred. The hmtlfrulgc over
the canal, over which we had just passed, had fallen in, and sev-
eral were drowned and woundeil, _

We arrived at City Point at 11 A, and were nwrm}:‘cd' at
sight of the old fag fying [rom the I]:}g-{if-h:l.h:i! bioat M:.w
Vork,” We knew that we would soon be in God's country again,
As goon as we went aboard rations were issued, and we filled up
for the first time in many days.

We moved down the James River, In the alternoon we passed
ihe blockading fleet, consisting of several large steamers and
two of the new monitors, Arriving at Fortress Monroe beiore
dark, we anchored, a tug coming alongside for the report.

On Januvary 28th we weighed anchor at 3 AN, anid a[lur. a mlﬁ.
and stormy passage, arrived at Annapolis, remaining on l{uurd a
night. Two men died on the boat as we came up li:u.: Chesapeake,
and their bodies were allowed to remain on their cols among
the sick all night, )

We landed and marched through the town to the parole camp,
two miles out, N 3

Our party was assigned to a Sibley tent, floored, and with a
stove, We had nothing to do here but coglk, eat and keep the
fire going. o

We drew full new uniforms, and it was amusing to sce the men
burning their old clothing, cremating all the life there was in
the, . :

Here we remained for some time, leading an idle life, wander-
ing about aimlessly and hoping against lmpc‘ihnt we would be
soon regularly exchanged and rejoin our Regiment at the front,
in Tennessee, '

There was a company of cavalry patroling the country out-

i
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proximity of Morgan and of the crossing ol the Comberland by
the enemy in force to cut us off were so persistent that we fell
sure to be attacked before we could safely join the main army at
Nashville; and when, on the early morming of the 24th, before

daylight, our bivouae was invaded by a party of troopers unchal-.

lenged, we thought surely our time had come, They turned out
to be some members of our advance who had been sent back to
find out the cause of the conflagration—it was the night of the
burning of Tyre Springs—and to assure themselves of our safely,
and here we were, like the babes in the woods, sound asleep and
innacent of all danger, without so much as o sentinel lo keep oul
intruders,

Little wonder that, as we continued our march that day, we

felt we were looked upon with derision by the veterans who

began o be in evidence all along the pike—now a battery ol
artillery, then o regiment of infantey, a train of army wagons or @
jumble of all sorts, all bownd for the one objective point—ifor in
their eves we had an appearance of newness which they, as
velerans, very naturally associated with inexperience, not to say
verdancy,  As we neared Edgefield the road was so congested thal
congiderable delay was occasioned, aml onre contingent Trequently
came Lo a dead halt in the midst of troopers, teamsters and infan-
tey, who soon singled us put as proper objects of sympathy, which
I need scarcely say was abundantly and gratuitously distributed.
“Sarry for that fine uniform you are wearing; it won't stay that
way down here,” "“Sonny, think of me to-morrow, when you are
out cornshucking.” “Sax, Jim, 1 believe they are all officers. |
wonder who is to command them " and mueh more to the sane
effect and not mueh to our comfort,  But by 3 o'clock we reached
the pontoon bridge and soon ceossed the Cumberland River,
marched through the rocky streets of Nashville, nnd abount two
miles hevoml reached our camp on the side of one of the beantiful
hills that surround the capital city of Tennessee. Here, thanks to
an advance contingent of our Company, we Townd the tents up and
veady Tor our receion,

The weather was beantifully elear, mild amd pleasant.  With the
approach of night the lights of the camp fires of the army camps
began to appear, and, after darkoess had set in, the surrounding
hills appeared as though illuminated for some celebration, an effect

e
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which was the more realistic because of the [requency of signal
rockels ascending in various directions. 11 was the eve of the
natal day of the Redeemer, and it required no great stretch of the
imagination to conceive that all this was in celebration of the
annouoneement of YPeace and good will among men” rather
thian an incident of a cruel, fratrividal war,

After more than forty years since the events described and about
to be deseribed, it may be interesting to give at this point the ver--
batim account of the happenings during the next few days leading
up to within an hour or less of the memorable charge into the
woods in which Major Ward received his death wound and Major
osengarten and others were killed outright, 1 kept a care-
ful diary of daily events from November 28, 1802, to the day of my
return to Louisville, January 28, 1863, with a few days' interval
after | was wounded, This abstract is the more interesting because
it gives an absolutely truthiul account of the happenings and im-
pressions experienced by me, That the trooper who requested us
“to think of him when shucking corn on the morrow™ had a true
insight into what was likely to happen will appear from the fol-
lowing :

December 25th, Chrisimas—Was detailed with twenty-four
others of my Company to forage for corn, Went out on the Hills-
boro pike about eight miles, then turned into a side road to the
left for a short distance and found plenty of corn in the fields.
While the wagons were being loaded, I, with others of the escort,
passed the time eating some hackberries, small fruits that at this
season were shriveled and tasted like dried cherries. The trees
also resembled cherry trees. About 3.30 v, the wagons and
escort were enlled in, We had havdly gotten to the pile when we
lieard sharp fiving and shouting, and short]ly a party of our men
came running in along the pike, followed helter-skelter by the
loaded wagons, scattering corn in all directions in their hurry to
reach shelter. They reported an attack by about 500 rebel cavalry.
Confusion reigned supreme. Our squad of twenty-five remained
and formed in line of battle. When the last wagon had passed we
were ordered to cover the retreat slowly; hut were soon thrown into
confusion by those retreating from behind us.  Soon the rebels
were visible on the brow of the hill and fired volley after volley at
us. We rapidly formed in line of battle in a field facing the hill,
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when the enemy retreated. One man was killed on our side.
Arrived in camp by dark,

December 260h,—This morning the Regiment was ordered off
without baggage on a three days' march, Companies Loand |

started off, followed afterward by the other companics, on ihe
T - I - ¥ ¥ % " P L ¥
Nolansville pike, bivouacking near Nolunsville over might, -

ing the day heard firing along the road; there had been slight
skivimishing aliead,

December 27th—Stared about 7 o'clock. Shortly thereafter
we deployed as skirmishers 1o altack a party of rebel skivmishers.
The rebels came on tolerably heavy, but were driven back by our
superior number,  Saw one man (rebel) fall, Advanced into a
hollow, where we were exposed to a cross fire of cannon and shell.
Had to vetreat a short distance, When we advanced again, alter
a hall hour's fighting, we drove the enemy from his position,
Went about a mile 1o our lefl to ontllank the enciny.  Olin, Curlin,
Burchinel and | were ordered on a knob in our front to scout, and
on our reluen, about hall way down, we were invited by a sesesh,
whose property we had protected from the vandalism of some
army bummers, 1o dinner,  We did not dismount, but had hoe-
cake, sparerib amd buttermille while on horseback, On our reluen
it began to rain hard, but we again started and scoured the coun-
try unbil nightfall,  Captured two rehel stragplers on the way.
?Lllin jor Rosengarten was attacked by a rebel, and would have been
ketllel hut for the timely assistance of Serg.-Maj, Wash, Airey.
Cannonading was kept up the entire day, with intermissions. En-
camped ina feld,  Night elear.

December 28th, Sunday.—Advanced agaim about 8 a.m. Aldter
marching several miles eame to a small gtreann, which we forded,
the bridge having been destroved by the enemy,  After passing
some Mederal soliliers drawn upe i line of baltle, we halied at a
plantation about a mile from the bridge. A handsome mansion
stooil o a slight ascent, and seemed 1o be ovcupied exclusively
by lailies, who amused us, and possibly themselves, with nt'Ht'ﬁi'I
talk L-"Hlfl rebel songs to the music of o piane. They seemed (o be
particularly excited becanse one of our men hadl l;'r|.[1lnn:|r i horge
belonging to one of the ladies, but upon her earnest entreaties }I
was returned to her.  One of the ladies went so far as to Misirizh
a pistol (a very small one) in the face of some of the men .tu.r—
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rownding the I|u:-n:h+ bt she was given Lo understand that her play
wits dangerous to hersell only,  After staying here about half an
hour we resumed our march, returning whence we came, but leav-
inge o picket near the plantation { De, Webb's),  Soon some of the
pickets came along with the report that some rebels had shown
themselves at the house we had just left, Major Wiaed returned
with a portion of the men, but failed to find the rebels. We came
o our bivouae for the night, about three miles along the road (the
Timtsville pike), early in the aifternoon, amd rested for the balance
ol the day and night in a hne grove of Lrees,

Deeembyr 20th.—Resumed our march back on the Huntsville
pike ; tarned off inlo the same rond where we had our slirmishes,
On the way we passed through the bivouaes of numerous infantiy
regiments and the headguarters of several general officers.  After
marehing several howes, woeh of the time through cedar serub,
we'came to an open plain, where we saw our cavalry drawn np.
We can now hear the report of rifles of our's and the enemy’s skir-
mishers.  Directly ahead we can see the smoke of some building or
bridge which has just been fired,  Infantey appear to be ahead,

Within a short hour after the last word of the above was
written | was wounded and a prisoner, o number of oy comrades,
including Major Rosengirten, were dead, Major Ward was mor-
tally wounded and others of o Regiment were severely wonhded
or prisoners, 1 camot do better than to let myaliary speak again ;-

Jansiary 2, 1863~ am now wounded and a prisoner of war,
Chn the 2gth of December, shortly after making my last entry in
this diary, we moved on antil we reached the pike, after having
forded a small strenm,  Going along the pike we met some of our
men in chiarge of some prisoners—anong them several officers —
aned Aonally came to a patel of woods on onre right, into whicl we
charged aflter our advaiice had signaled us to “come on.” We
inshed inlo these woods until we enme ta o rail fence separating the
woods [rom a corn field. Here we were received with a sharp
valley, though we conld see nothing of the enemy,  “T'he horse of
one of onr men—nol of my Company—was shot before me, and
in falling the man was caughl ander the horse. T dimmoanted o
help him, and when 1 remounted 1 found the fence lined with
rebels, while mosl of our men had vetreated, 1 had hardly
mounted when I was struck by a ball in the face, the ball entering
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my left cheek and passed through the nose, | allowed myself
to drop from the horse and lay still until the fring eeased, when
one of the enemy came up to take my arms.  As he came up to
me | thought it about time to give signs of life, which | had ¢are-
fully avoided up to this time, because | had been shot at when
making a movement shortly after [ received my wound, On turn-
ing around he motioned to shoot me, holding the muzzle of his
rifie to my face, but was prevented by Lhe remonsirance of his
comrades. Pretty soon one of our regimental surgeons came up
under a flag of truce, and 1 was ordered to go to a neighboring
farmhouse,  On my way saw poor Fred leering laid oul {among
othera), There were about nine men killed and probably as many
wounded—a great many for one company.  Weiler and Faton,
both of my Company, were at the farmbouse when | came there
both were wounded in the hip; Eaton mortally, He died al 5
o'clock Am,, January 1, 1863. Weiler is doing well. My wound
is painful, but not dangerous, [ trust.  One of my eyes is elosed,
and T may Jose ity the other is weakened considerably, There las
been a battle going on for three days,  Our men have been thot-
oughly repulsed,  The wounded have been coming in numbers
into this church (at Murfreesboro) in which 1 was the first oceu-
pant. It is a tervible sight. '

January gth, Sunday.—We were visited to-day and yesterday by
A lady from Allentown, Mrs. Chandler, which was a great com-
fort tous, There was a report that the Union forces would oceupy
the town to-day, as the rebels have evacuated this place. [ hear
our forces retreated at the same time, My wound s mueh more
comfortable lo-day, We were paroled this morning, but did not
get our parol passports. [ suppose they wanted (o have us ex-
changed even if they could not bold us, This evening we received
our parol passports, Our men have not yet come, although they
are still expeeted,

Janwary sth—Our men took possession of the town to-day,
Several have been here to see us, They are pssing theongh in
large numbers in puesuit of the encmy,  Mrs, Chandler was here
again to-day, I gave her a letter for father and one for Lew, which
she promised to mail. Suffered severely from colie during the
night,

Janwary oth—Colonel Tanner, of the Twenty-second Indiana,

i
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who was wounded on Wednesday and brought to our hospital,
called to-dav., He manages to get along tolerably well with a cane,
Nothing ufaimportancu has taken place, The nurses and attend-
ants had 1o go to the courthouse to-day to be paroled.  Wound
felt dolerably comfortable and the doctor says it is getting along
finely. : )
January pth—Had my wound dressed to-day. Spoke with a
Federal surgeon, who told me we would probably be smt 1o
Nashville to-morrow. The wounded at this hospital were paroled
to-day. Affairs as usual. The United States Commissariat sup-
plied this hospital with stores to=day, The weather has L'IL"'L:l'I. clﬂnl,
but not nearly as cool as we have it in the North about this time,
The railroad to Nashville will be finished probably to-morrow or
the day after, when, it is said, the Union soldiers will be sent Lo
Nashville. Have not heard anything from our Regiment. The
hospital in which we are is an old Presbyterian Church .aml might
be made very comfortable, but as it is we have nothing except
straw Heks to lay on and a thin blanlket for cover, wir_El corn fodder
for a pillow. The surgeons (rebel) treat us very kmd!}' and are
doing as much for us as they do for their own men. I'he ImhFa
(rebel) who visit this hospital generally slight us.  Some few will
attend to our wants. There was a gencral apprehension by the
rebels that our men would not treat them kindly ; but since they
have received our stores, with permission to help themselves to
whatever they need, they think differently. _

Janiary 12th—Dr. Alexander called in the afternoon walth an
ambulance to have us taken to Nashville, Weiler was too sick to
e moved, so T was taken alone as far as the crossroads, where, at
the house of Dr. Manson, Dr, Alexander had sone of our wounded
men, Here I found Powell, shot through the knee. Had supper
with Dr, Manson, a very cordial sesesh:

I remained in the regimental hospital—a small church edifice
situated on one of the side streets near the capitol—just tlllil't?'{'n
days, when (on January 26th) [ received my :liauhm‘g::., h.:m“'-"'
been pronounced by Dr, Alexander wnfit for further service in the
field.

My recollection of events at this hospital is not very clear. Most
of the time I was ill, having contracted camp diarrhea, from which
[ was not entirely well until months after | returned North and
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was again engaged i business,  The hospital was well filled,
mostly with members of the Regiment from the camp, where re-
organization was in progress. I was made as comfortable as pos-
sible under the cireumstances and jollied by visiting comrades
Fresn e camp, who wished me, if possible, to remain in service,
the more particularly since my name had been mentioned for
promation.  Little luxuries in the way of food were also pro-
vided, through the exertion of my eomrades, from kind house-
keepers in the neighborhood. who, for a considerat ion, prepared
nourishing soups, pancakes and the like, which under the condi-

tions of my wound, involving the mouth and jaw, were ve

ry ac-
ceplable,

Providentially, I was able to pay for these luxuries with
money realized during my imprisonment in the hospital at Mur-
freeshoro.  Ome of the young surgeons took a faney to my spurs,
which I sold to him for $25, and 0 wonnded Confederate relieved
me ol an old silver waleh, paying me $65—all this, of conrse, Con-
federate currency, It is almost incredible at this period 1o helieve
that at that time there were speenlators who had sullicient conli-
dence in the fwlnre of the Confederacy to offer 75 per cent. in
greenbacks for this Confederate seript; but that is what one of
my comrades, who had negotiated the tramsaction, hrought me.
In consequence, 1 was well equipped financially to leave the hospi-
tal, which was the more desirable since the santtary condition of
the hospital was in a deplorable state—gangrene, typhoid and
chronie diarchea prevailing.  So, having by the kindness of a
member of the Regiment—mentioned in my diary as Mr, Stein—
secured shelter for the night at a neighboring house, 1 started at
8 o'clock A, on Janwary 27th, with o transport of wonnded and
convalescents for the North, and after a very rough and painful
trip in box cars, which were not heated, though the weather was
intensely cold, I renched Louisville on e afternoon of the 28(h
of Tanvary, 1863, aml thenee, after a few diys to recuperate

) o=
fortably continued my journey home,
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MY CHARGE AT STOXE RIVER.

FIRET LIEUT, CHAS, H, KIKK, (OMPARY E, PHILADELFHIA

WAS a Corporal in Company I at that time, .n.u:l hfui hefn
I selected Lo carry the Company |.;uidm1.. For doing this 1 1..-..:'5

not required to carry a carbine,  We had I'nfuln.:cl :Ch;m f
Creele and were grouped around i large house,  Major War wi"m:
with us. There was a level stretch of country for i !llﬂ[ uu!e ot u.'
front and then woods. Animated by a boyish spirit 1 wnwedﬂn}t
gruidan, and fmediately saw o pull of smalke from te x\'fands, 1,“.“
the sound, and lastly, with a vicious thug, a budlet wenl into a tree
u :'I:J:T;L}:‘:lturu, Corporal " said the Major. “That was a close
ghot.” .

At this time a party of Confederate fﬂ\‘illl‘}'l“'.'lf- seen mInllllj
front, making good time for Murfreesboro, and inst ;Iu'.llf_y }h;: =m:~| !Ir
took up the ery, “There they gol Charge th,t,.".ll o ._m I:‘n.u:h.
Major Ward, who was close ta me, yelled, “No, 1Ic_m L dguim y
orders are to go only this far.”  Still “lf..' vells continued. I.I*;-E
of the men advancing, the Major said, “D—-n you Vit ;mui wi .
go, I'll go too—charge!" and then all started, without semb mm‘t
of formation, most of them down the road and others thmugh..l
gate across a corn field, where the stalks had been cut and put n
5'“;‘-1:2;5 yelling as lond as anyone and wuiviug_ my gl}i:lan' like |
had seen in pictures, but had never done the like of it Ihumrii: nr.
since, when, somehow, 1 don't exactly know how, the ﬂtu:l:t 0 L.Il.“
guidon gol caught in a corn shoek, and my next l'rculicci.u;n 1{ .l|-+
lying on the ground trying to remember what had Ilmppcutt .tl ] \ _-..
hotse stood by me,and T soon coneluded to get on him and con ~L{|!1 e
the charge. | got in the road, but the detachment had pasr.su: Im
the woods, out of sight. 1 saw a few men, down nilunc I.",m} rig lll.
on which was a frame house, and I went down it to join what

supposed 1o be gome of our own party.  As my horse still kept up
137



138 History af the Fifteentlt Pennsyleanin Caolry,

B pu Gt i not take lomg to cover e gronnd between us: bul
whal ansicus moments they were, for the four men i the road
carvicd muskets, while all of ours carried short carbines,  Then,
as I got nearver, | saw they had a butternot-colored uniform, in-
stead of the blue we wore. | was too close to them to stop my
horse, and doubt if 1 could have done so anyvhow, but in a lash came

te me the drill with lances [ had seen when I visited my brother

Will in his regiment, Rush's Lancers. Down came iy guidon to o
“charge lance” My first adversary sat stolidly on his horse,
fingering the trigger of his musket; his comrades were in the rear
of him, but all my thoughts were on him and 1 think his were on
the peculiar weapon 1 earried, and his ipnorance of its ellectiveness
magnified its power, Tor when | got within a dozen paces of him
he dropped his musket 1o the ground and raised his right hand in
token of surrender.  The others followed his example at once, and
for a few moments | had four prisoners an my hands,  Soon some
of our men came up, only one of whem I now reeall, Joe Rue,

Caplain Norman Smith now appeared with his Lompany, com-
ing in from the right, and seme firing took place in front, The
Captain erdered us 1o advance as skirmishers, across a cotton field,
anel in the forward movement 1 divided my attention between the
cniemy we expected in frant and o new Confederate uniforin, which
a colored man told me had been dropped off the saddle by the rebel
officer who had just gone on abead. 1 did not find the uniform,
but found the enemy behind the fence just in front of us, They
reached it first; two of them ocectpied the panel just in front of
mie, while in the next panel [ saw a bareheaded man crawl
through, who came rumiing to us. He had no hat or accouter-
ments, and his head was smeared with blood from a wound, and
as he came nearer | saw it was Sam Jamison, of Company L, who,
i the misx up over o the left, had been batted over the head by a
rebel, was captured and escaped, all within a few minutes,

The skivmishers in front were making it hol for us now, and all
on our end of the line moved for the woods, Trom which came
vells and heavy firing, T passed Major Ward coming back, sup-
ported by a man on each side, a deathly pallor on his face, but
telling us in feeble tones to “go on.” [ went to-within twenty-five
vards of the fence, from behind which came shots at irregular
intervals. | saw my friend Wash, Airey, dismounted and with
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saber deawn, calling to the boys o “come on!” and 1 remember
thinking what a dangerous position thal was, for he was not over
ten yards from the rebel line of battle and looked every inch the
gallant officer he was, 1 saw several of our men lying on-the
grovund and horses rearing ) one seemed to me to spin around on
fis hind feet. Just near me were Lieutenant De Coursey and Serg.
Will Kimber, "This is pretly hot here; let’s get out,” said De
Coursey.  “Just one shot more,” returned Kimber, and gave it,
bt got one in returm square in the forehead. We were all getting
cut now, and a little depression in the ground gave us cover and
the chance to retreat in good order, and all Oring from the front
ceased, and was succeeded by some horrible, agonizing cries from
some of our wounded bacle on the feld.

We Tell back to near Wilkinson's crossroads and slept in the
woods all night, [t was a quict bivonae, and many silent thoughts
wenl ant b those of oo comrades whe Ty sl and starle on the
field o action, toward Muorlreeshoro,



WITH OUR CAPTURED WAGON TRAIN.

WL, ANDERSON, COMPANY F, WILKINSEU &G, 1*A,

HEN our Regiment was ordered oo the march which
W ended, a few davs later, i the battle of Stone River, |

reported for duty with my Company, but becanse our
teamster was sick I was detailed to drive our Company wagon
in his stead, As this part of army lile was new to me [ was given
the privilege of selecting two others 1o help me, and | chose Joln
Melacland and J, IF, Turner, of ey Comipany.

We fell into line with the olher wagons, pol on to the Nolans-
ville pike and got as far as that town when we stopped Tor the
night.  Up to this time | had been driving six nles and T iy
horse tied to the oot of the wagon, bul doring the night some-
one stole one of my mules, and the next day 1 had to pel alang
with five, and did it very well as long as | had anything to do with
them,

sometime during the day we reached a ravine, and were resting
at the time General Wheeler's men captured mnst everyiling in lie
shape of wagons. | was silting in the front of mine, and very
pleasantly occupied just then eating hard-tack, with plenty of
sugar on i, and John MeFarland was on his horse up on the bank
above me, when 1 heard a velling which somehow reminded me of
old times in Pennsylvania, and I said to John, “There’s a school
just out,  Don't you hear the children?'  Just then John velled
to me, “Cut a mule loose, Andy, for the whale rebellion is com-
g I Ay belt and side arms were in the front end of the wagon
andl 1 tried 1o get them, but they had got fastened in some of the
boxes on the wagon, and just then 1 had no time to stop for them.
L ran to the hind end of the wagon where [ kept my horse, hul
our Company cook was ahead of me, and going off like a streak,
and the horse he rarde had been mine, '

There was terrible confusion now.  The rebels were velling and
the rifle balls were thick, but [ ran along the line of wagons till T
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came to the end of them, and then on up a litde hill. Turner, who
was behind, yelled to me to keep on running over the hill and he
waottld take me on his horse. Where we were was oo dangerous
a place to stop, but as soon as shellered from the five of the enemy
[ ot on Turner's horse, behind him, and we joined in the running
race to Nashville, where we arrived in safety.



BRINGING OUR DEAD BACK TO NASHVILLE,

LIEUT, A B, COLEMAN, COMPARY L, PRILADELPILIA,

T was the day after our fight at the battle of Stone River,
l where we had dashed headlong against the Tenth South
Carolina Infantry, posted behind a fence, and been driven
back, with a score of our small force killed and wounnded, Cur

Company Commander, Licut, Joho W, Jackson, detailed Corp.

Chas, I Kk and four men, of whom 1 was one, to go up (o
where we had our Fght the afternoon before, impress a wagon
from some farmer in the neighborhood, and load up our dead on i
and take them back 1o Nashville,

We starled and soon reached ouwe feld, The infantry had
alveady arvived, and their skirmishers were busy popping away at
the enemy just off to the left and in a different direction from
which the heavy attack came carly the next morning. Farmers
and country wagons were scarce, and while we waited for our
wagon to come we could walch the movements of our infantry,
which was all new and interesting Lo us, The rattle of the skir
mishers never stopped, and to add 1o the entertainment we were
treated to the sight of an artillery duel between two of our guns
and two of the enemy’s, posted off to our left and front. They
fired round shot at us, which ricochelted across the fields but hurt
no one, This kept up for quite a while, till one of our Generals
came up and said to the batterviman, “Why don't vou stop those
fellows? Where's 1d "

Then o young fellow of about twenty stepped up smiling, and
saluting said, “Here | am, General,"

“Ed, put a shot into that battery and stop them,”

Ed carelully sighted one of the guns—a Parrott—and pulled
the lanyard, “There was an explosion over in the rebel baltery,
then a cheer Trom our lines, and the last seen of the enemy they

¢ were going like wild for shelter.

Cur wagon came at last, late in the afternoon. Our dead were

.
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piled in it, and we pulled out as far as Wilkinson's crossroads,
where the night was spent. A little afler daylight the next morn-
ing a terrible infantry Aring took place quite near to us in front,
accompanicd by some cheers and a larger volume of rebel yells.
Some artillerymen with led horses stopped long enough to tell
us that their battery had just been overrun by the rebels, and then
some officers ordered us Lo “light out” as [asl as we could, as the
rebels were coming.

Our team had been hilehed up at the first noise of battle, and
pulled out at once down a road for 100 yands, and then took one
to the left.  Just at the turn we met Alex. Ramsey and Ed Patti-
son, on guard over a lot of ammunition, and told them to come
along, but they declined, and in about three minutes the rebels had
them, Our wagon kept jogging along, the mules at a sharp trat,
We joined the wagons, all anxious to get away, and the vells and
living of rifles and artillery scemed greater than ever, whilg the
peeuline whiz of the rifle ball was ever in the air.  We had left the
road by this time, cutling across fields, and all the time at a jog trot.
The tailboard of our wagon got loose and the body of Major
Rosengarten commenced eliding down from the pile of bodies,
There was nothing to do but stop our wagon, crawl in over the
Lodies and lift the Major’s body back to its place, then start off
again, This happened so often that the other wagons all passed
and we were leit to follow alone, A line of the enemy's cavalry
came up in our rear, about bali a mile away, and occasionally
sent a shot after us, and the only reason 1 could think of why they
did not send a few men and capture us, was that they thonght our
wagon, off by itself, was only a decoy to draw them on, Even
the stragglers from the broken infantry, who had been keeping us
company, had passed on. ‘This kept on for an hour, when we
reached Lavergne, where some of our troops were and where the
other wagons had agsembled,  The Michigan Engineers had bl
a sharp fght here only a couple af hours hefore, defeatin
Wheeler’s cavalry, All about the place was an air of subdue
excitement, for while they had won the first round in the battle,
it was not yet determined who would be the victor in others that
might come,

Adlter a short hall heve our wagon started off alone to Nashville,
filteen miles distant, It was an anxious trip for us, as the enemy's
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t'm-nllry had all been thrown (o the rear of our arty and we were
comtinually hearing of them all around us. Desides this the st rng-‘
p;h-r;-‘- from the field of battle were almost as bad, as tlm;- Lold such
terrific tales of what they had done and how much more Lerrible
the rebels were; of “how their regiment was all cut to .piu:ur.-s—
not twenty-five men of it Jeft alive”—until one felt almost as
craven and disheartened as the cowards who had run awiy fr:;m
their command. “The rear of an army is the worst place to judge
hiw the battle is going in front, At one pednt in the road an i.I'Ifi'Ii:l-.
tryman, mounted on a mule, galloped by us,  He had all his ac-
conterments with him, and as he passed he velled to us, “Look ont
h::}'ﬂ!llw rebels are just hehind " Five minntes later he came h'wk'
without mule, hat, gun, haversack, and told us that the rebels -.;'c-r-.:
on that little knoll just in front, in plain sight ; that they had cap-
tuved hime there aml were walting for us,  But we 1:11-1m~:1‘ Ii:|.
Filil'll}' and saw no sign of an enemy. 1t was a l.!c-:-.'l,l'-.'l.h.'u'd
anxions day, and there was no let-up to it wntil near lrhmEI whvn.
we passed within the line of our pickets and soon after l'll.'ll{‘lll;:|
our old camp,
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THE CHASE BROTHERS,

SEWG, SIMBON LORD, COMPARY K, FHILADELPILA,

HE Chase brothers I shall never forget. 1 can sce them

now, arm i arm, sauntering around camp, just as affec-

tionate as two sisters—indelibly marked with gentlencss
anil refinement, giving an insight of the cultured home and gentle-
folk they parted fram when they pledged their services to their
country,

I would look at them and contrast their past with their present
life and doings, and thought—how will they meet it and what will
be the end ?

11 eame quickly, sad and pathetie, Richard, the younger brother,
in the charge at Stone River went gaily into the fight and met his
death,  But an honr before he had been reading from Homer's
“liad" and giving its translation o those arannd hin as they rode
forward, and the first knowledge that many had of his death was
seeing his riderless horse, to whose saddie was strapped the book
from which he had so lately been reading.  In the charge he had
ridden right up to the fence, behind which the rebels lay, and when
driven back was e of the last to leave, going at a slow trot, with
body bent and face to the foe. The ball that killed him entered
his right cheek and passed up into his brain, His friend John K.
Marshall, going by a moment luter, secing him lyving on the
ground, dismounted and tried to raise him up, but his Licutenant,
John W, Jackson, called to him 1o "fall back,” as all were retreat-
i, This oceurred within fifty yoavds and in (ol sight of the rebel
line of battle, but not a shot did they fire.  Such a record of death
tells of his courage and culture,

everly, after the death of his comrade and brother, gave evi-
dence that his heart was bleeding, lonesome and ever Aooding with
griefl over his great loss.

After the battle of Stone River | was stationed at department
headquarters as Courier Sergeant, and for a time lost sight of
i 1 145
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Beverly, Often 1 would think of him, Later on [ was told he was
laken prisoner,

Adter the capture of Atlanta, and while stationed there, Com-
rade Balmar reported ta me to be eared for. e had just gotten
to Atlanta after his escape and perilous, winning flight from
Andersonville prison. | instantly thought he might know some-
thing about the captured Chase brather, From him 1 got the
story. In the charge at Dandridge, Beverly’s horse was shot, and
lie with thirteen others was taken prisoner, and went through with
them to Andersonville, e was one of the most cheerful among
them and did much to keep up the courage of some who were
downhearted,  Although not yet of age, he had taken one vovage
at sea and been shipwrecked, and gleelully told the others that the
hardships in front of them were not equal to those he had passed
through,  1lis was a lovable disposition, and all his Comrades were
drawn to him, but his stay was short, e entered Andersonville
on the 10lh of March, 1864, and eleven days after he died of rapid
consumplion, '

The Chase brothers gave to their eountry “the full measure,”

FROM STONE RIVER TO LIBDBY,

ASSIST. SURGEON GEO, F. MISH, MIDDLETOWN, IPA.

HE Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry broke camp at Nash-
ville, Tenn., on the afterncon of December 26, 1862, and
started for the front. This was a novelty to inexperienced

men who had only backed theiv hovses at Louisville, Ky., three
weeks before, and ridden across the State of Kentucky to Nash-
ville, Tenn,, being between two and three weeks on the way. It was
a gloomy outsel, in mist and rain,  However, the Reglment, anx-
ious to be engaged, displayed fine spirit, and cheerfully and boldly
moved on in the darkness,  After a march of seven or eight miles
they encamped near a small village and haited for the remainder
of the night, After o few hours rest the march was resumed.
This continued until we approached Stone River, when we were
apprised by the distant roaring of artillery that a battle was immi-
nent, Ihe set and determined faces of the men indicated that they
were alive to the impending struggle, and that they were resolved
to do or die, I myself was deeply impressed—perhaps battle-
fright or something akin to awe and dread of canilict between the
two vast armies clashing in fire and thunder-of cannon. My own
war experience was nil, and being at o loss to know how to proceed,
I inquired of Major Rosengarten, in cammand, He replied, “Keep
to the rear and follow us.”  After a short rest and inspection and
instruction to the men, we moved on toward the [ront, Soon our
march became a run and charge into the thick of the fray. At this
stagre It was difficult to keep up with the body of wild and excited
warriors, and I lost some ground, but followed as fast as [ was
able, Not having the same incentive to distinguish myself as a
combatant, with no arms either to altack or defend, I was only
useful when it was the misfortune of another 1o suffer. My tum,
however, soon came, :

The road lay between woods, and I observed a group of our
men on the right of the road in the forest, and riding up found the
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situation 1 dreaded,  Here, in the midst of the squad, was Major
Ward, and I saw by his features that he was mortally wounded.
I told the men to lay him apon a blanket which I had nnrolled
from my saddle, which being done, 1 carelully examined his
wounds. They consisted of a ragged, gaping laceration of his
right breast, several ribs shattered and the lung mangled, attended
with copious hemorrhage at every breath. Whatever was possible
under the circumstances 1 did to relieve him, but it was a useless
service. 1 was called off 1o attend others in the neighbarhood wha
were suffering, and while engaged in this dut ¥, accompanicd by
three or four of the boys whose names I cannot recall—I think Jelt
Dennis was one of them—1 was interrupled by several eoming up
and telling me that I was wanted by an officer, | inguired, *Who?
What does he want? Tell him [ am engaged," "Come on| it is a
rebel officer.”  In a moment or two | met the officer, (It is
necessary here to make some explanation, While treating Major
Ward I had a number of wide, white bandnges, which were un-
rolled, and for convenience had wrapped them on my arm and car-
ried others in my hands, which unrelling and Nuttering in the
brecze might hive been mistaken for a white Mag; at all events
giving me a marked appearance, )

The officer introduced himself as Colonel —— . of a South
Carolina Confederate regiment, and demanded an explanation of
iy white display, which he said “he supposed was for a truce,
and whether it was so?" Replying, I stated that I was o U, §
Surgeon attending to my duties, and what he judged was a
flag of truce were bandages and dressings for the injured. He
instantly recognized my green sish, a Surgeon's insignia, and my
regulation U, S, medieal cap, and said, “Well, doctor, 1 mistook
you for a bearer of a flag of truce. Proceed with your work—
recognize your dead ;" grimly remarking, “There they lie; secure
their valuables—be active "

This was in the face of a thousand
rilles leveled toward us, over and between fenee rails, their muz-

tles gaping at us, and the men behind the gung ready Lo fire at the
least provocation or by accident, It was anything but a pleasant
situation. T hastened, under the circumstances, to perform my
gruesome duly ; my sensations were overwhelming, Ina few short
moments—Major Ward, dying; here, lving stark dead, Major
Rosengarten, Sergeant Herving and a number of others—I LTS
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pose ten or fifteen; their names 1 eannol rcnm]mur. but they are
all known and their memories honored for _lheu' gallant charges,
exhibiting wonderiul bravery. After hurried, speedy work, we
were cilled aff and ordered to the rear,

1 told the Colonel that 1 wanted to retum to my men. He
gquickly replied, “That cannot be ; you are within our lines and 1r.n.ust
remain with us.” 1 saw that it was useless to protest, and 1:-|L11 Y
heavy heart joined my comrades; then | realized I was a pns;?ner
of war, We fell back, under guard, through the Confederate lines
that had slaughtered the brave boys lying where we saw them. I
wondered then how any of them escaped, for as far as 1. could see
i eilher direction the lence, which served them as o birricade, wis
lined with troops.  After being pressed by our guards for abulut an
eighth of a mile, we reached a planter's h1nusu.l : Here was s mm;
an inslance of how our boys exhibited Lln:n:- ability 1o take care o
themselves. The uards took us into the kitchen, where a :mmher
of men—~Confederntes—were taking their supper, [ don’t know
whether we were asked to take part or not, but we all took seats,
and at that board we partook of a hearty meal of hog, and ::Jnrn
pone and rye coffee, the last square meal we had for many days

er that. \

nn;"‘ul;tlir leaving the table the planter took us i'mn his parlor at;d
made o request tha, astonished me, e said: | Dm.:'mr, my Ifﬂt'f‘l'l. ¥
must leave this place or they will all be Ifi!led. Will vou gwlﬂ-[ me
a pass through your forces?” This was p:llmg ol Itlm ngon;r. : to{.;
could I give a pass that would be recognized by anyone? nhc
him so, but still he persisted: “Give me one, and [ will ::sk t

chance.” At length, to satisfy him, [ wrote him one, thus: Guanllll
and pickets of the U, S. forees: ['ass Mr, }‘-.'Inntq:1r1, ginnln.,:,.
and family through your line to a place of su!-:l_v. l{nn!‘,u.
to say, the following summer, while nt,,_,Caulu,} l.m.r‘u:scth “wa-
ited the plantation, and met Mr, M, and i'm_mi:l.', | II}I'Li:;OE{k .:1I1w
the pass I gave him answered, He replied that it l.,'.,““;
through 1o Nashyille,  Fle was most |.f1I‘F|.LL'.il.1] for Ihlv. m:,;ll“:u-ﬂ :
suppose he was harmless, and both sides were relieved by his
m;I::k:.:Lﬁlmrt Hme after this my Comrades were 111!{&‘:“ away, it
was said to Murireeshoro, and 1 was urdcr{:dl Lo get into an aI:'m]!
wagon and take the same course, On arriving at Murireesboro
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Iwas tikeen to a room in the courthouse,  Iere, after protesting
strongly that I was not a prisoner, an orderly was sent with me
to General Bragg's headquarters in the town, to inquire what dis-
position should be made of my case. It was too late to sce the
General conveniently, 1 suppose—and what difference, anyhow ?
one poor Yankee doctor didn't count—and we returned, On the
way back to the courthouse the orderly quizzed me about my
home, When | mentioned it was in Pennsylvania, near Harris-
burg, he was quite struck, and said: “Why, I am from Pennsyl-
vania, too, | lived at Cornwall, Lebanon County.” He said he
wiis anxious to get out of the Confederacy, but they had too tight
a hold on him, then, but that he would get away yet,  Ile seemed
to be much dissatisfied with the situation. Feeling too uncom-
fortable mysell at my own unfortunate situation, 1 did not pross
my conlidence; and indeed the South was full of such characters
ag | mel later on my travels—stranded, poor and yearning for
"God's country.”  Their existence in Dixie was intolerable, for
they were not fully trusted,

Next morning 1 was ordered up by a guard to accompany him
to the Chattanooga Railroad, Here | found a long train of cars,
cattle and freight, loaded with prisoners, [ was placed in a ear,
something like a baggage ear, among officers and guards—no ac-
commodations whatever for seating; just standing room. Their
eyes were all turned upon me, and [ felt I was an intruder and
out of place. They subjected me to many remarks and queries.
Aboul this time my sword and helt were noticed.  They went for
me—"Give up that sword ; you have no right to wear it," and ap-
proached me to seize it. 1 told them | was a Surgeon, and that |
wore the regulation staff sword not as a weapon, but as a cus-
tomary adjunct to my position, “This availed nothing. They were
determined 1o have it. [ said: “Gentlemen, I will not give il to
youp Lam not a prisoner, 161 part with it you must take it your-
selves,” | was crowded upon and they unbuckled the belt and
took it. I threatened to expose them to the Provost Marshal at
Chattanooga when we arrived there, They were cross and ugly.
ot in a corner of the car, and sat down on the floor. [ followed
my properly to the Provost Marshal's office in Chattanooga, and
gave a statement of the affair, e pointed to a shelf in his office,
and said: “There is your sword, but 1 will take care of it and re-
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b it to you analher tdime,” That’s the enil of the sword incident,
I never saw it again, : .

I was told to quarter at the hotel and stay there, which I‘dlqu'
All this sounds well, but the reality was different. 5o many inci-
dents were crowded in my experience during the four or five days
of our detention there that I am unable to recount them in limited
time and space. Alter my hotel experience I was sent to the
hospital to mess with the Surgeons. This was a very pleasant
period of my captivity, and continued for several days. Iost of
them had been students in Philadelphia at the University of Penn-
sylvania and at Jellerson, and we were soon on unngcnia:l pmff:sﬂ
sional ground. We harmonized on medieineg, but Emll.t:h!m:s vioe
lently differed on politics. The Anderson boys were in camp
beyond the town and I visited them often,

Hearing that all of the prisoners were to be lr:mﬁparted Lo
Vicksburg, for exchange, [ called on the .'-jm'guuu--in-ClLch of the
district, Dr, Stout, explained to him that among the prisoners-—
over 1200 or 1§00—were many wounded and sick, that they
required a Surgeon, and that if he wonld give me an ofdcr lo
accompany them it would save the supplying of one of their own,
He at once appreciated the situation, and gave me ian order to that
effect.and also to draw supplies from (he medical posts at the
various points we stopped at—Adlanta, Montgomery ‘nnd Knox-
ville. I received on the strength of this order many articles needed
for the sick and wounded during our trip, When we reached a
small village, south of the Florida and Alabama line, orders were
received to return, and doubling on our tracks we headed north,
our destination being Richmond. This whole journey was severe,
but useful and instructive, We passed through the heart of the
Southern Confederacy, and discovered its hollowness and weak-
ness. There were few able-bodied men in sight, they being in the
front about Iichmond and Vieksburg and other threatened points.
Women, old men, worn-out men, crippled negroes and children
constituted the population. Wherever the train stopped we were

welcomed by choice uncomplimentary epithets and hnld-ia—::_::d
chaffing. ‘The hoys were ready in answering, and returned with
interest these denunciations. I was fearful lest they would go
too far and some violence be offered, but beyond cuss words they
escaped.
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Qur trip occupied about three weeks before we reached Rich-
mond,  The train stopped opposite the city and the prisoners
marehed over the long bridge and up to Libby Prison {ront, where
they were counted, checked off and assigned to different points.
All of my Comrades were taken to Mayo Prison, [ was assigned
to the Libby Prison Hospital, and found myself among Confeder-
ate Surgeons, who treated me very well.

My detention in Libby was of short duration—five or six days
only—when, with released soldiers, several U, 5. Surgeons and
some citizens who had been detained for various causes, prinei-
pally their loyalty to the Government, we were forwarded Lo Cily
Point, near Peterslrg, to take the U, 5, Nag-ol-truce boat to
return to ot country, via Annapolis and Washington,  While
promenading on the deck of the flag-of-truce boat, alter it had
got well under way, | was approached by a citizen stranger, who
inquired if 1 had been a prisoner, and when and where eaptured,
1 answered at Stone River battle, near Murfeeesboro, e asked
me to wall to the bow of the boat, that there was a gentleman there
who wished to see me—surprising me very much, 1 went with
him, when he introduced me to two others—one ealling himself
Jackson, a tall, slim man—of about thirty-five or thirty-six years
of age, as near as | could judge. He seemed very much interested
in the news of the engagement, and at once asked if the Filteenth
Pennsylvania Cavalry were engaged and as to the casualties, [
gave my version of it, and how I got into trouble, 1 was
asked if Colonel Palmer was in command, and if not, whether |
knew anything about him,  “I did not, 1 had never met the
Colonel; that since | joined the Regiment at Carlisle he was a
mystery, and all my inquiries concerning him elicited the only
reply, "We don’t know.""” “Well,” 1 was answered, “you may
possibly meet him in Washington.” Then we separated, [n due
time the boat reached Fortress Monroe and Annapolis, and we
digembarked and took the train to Washington,

On the first day alter our arrival there | was strolling dr:wn
Pennsylvania Avenue with a friend, and passing Willard's Hotel,

then a great military officers’ exchange, we went in, hoping to

meet some acquaintances or friends. As we entered the saloon
we came [ace to face with my flag-of-truce acquaintances, The
recoguition was nndual, and we pledged our meeting in some
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climmpagne,  Mr. Jackson asked if 1 had met Colonel Palmer vet,
I angwered T had not, but 1 would like very much to do so,  He
hen told me that if 1 would be in the Lelegraph office at 12 e,
| would see him.  That evening | waited around the office until
after 10 o'clock, and being very mueh Tatigued, sat down on a
chair near the operator’s window, determined to perform my part
of the appointment. But sleep overcame me, and [ did not awake
until 1 A, too late for my engagement, 1 felt very much dis-
appointed, but dismissed the matter Trom my mind,

Adter securing a leave of absence 1 relurned to my home in
Middletown,  Many of my Triends and acquaintanees were aston-
ished to see me, believing 1 had been lost ond would never return,
When my leave had expired [ left home to rejoin my Regiment,
then encamped at Murfreesboro, On arriving there 1 met some of
the members of the Regiment quartered near the town, who
invited me to stay with them vatil morning,  While there, on the
following morning, one of the company shouted, *There comes
Colonel Palmer? The Colonel and stall rade up, saluted, and
seeing me he at once cordially greeted me, 1t was instant, mutual
recognition—"Mr, Jackson," of the Nag-of-truce boat. No allu-
sion or explanation cf the past was made, We knew each other.
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WILL WARD'S HUNT FOR HIS BROTHER, ;i
THE MAJOR, “
Hea i
W, W, WARD [DECEASED], |
orpa |
: |
[The iollowing was written by Major Ward's brother Will, a short time it
after he retorned from Muorlreeshoro with the bady of his brather, and has
never heen previously published, Wil Ward died in Byo.  Major Ward's
brother, Charles, was in the Confederate Cavalry serviee, and while his

brother Doy wonnded to death in Dr. Manson's house, Charles' regiinent
was only a short distanee away ; but they never got 1o see ench other, al-
thowph the Confedernte olleers made the effart to bring it about, The con-
stant shilting of eommands prevented their oding Charles until their forces
were driven bacle,  Will's experience in bunting his wounded brother haid
it eounterpart in many famities, both Morth amd South, and is a sad histary
of the trials which many houselolds pagaed hrongh, | —&dwer,

N Friday, January 2, 1863, on my way to dinner, I mel a
iriend, who, with a serious face, said: “Do you know that
vour brother, Major Ward, was killed?" “No,” T quickly

answered. “How do you know it?" “A big fight is going on at
Murfreesboro, and Frank was one of the frst killed. You will
hear soon enough,” was lis reply, I turned back and was soon
in the telegraph office.  The face of my (riend, M, C,, the super-
intendent, was anything bul encouraging. In reply to my inguiry
he said: “Your brother is no doubt killed; read this,” and
handing me a copy of a telegram East, the following passage lelt
me no hope: “Majors Rosengarten and’ Frank B, Ward, of
the Anderson Cavaley, killed!” There was something . positive
aboul the message, and with heavy heart 1 wended my way home
to break the sad news toomy parents, A bitter task it was—to tell
them that their youngest son, the pride of their hearts, the hope
of their declining vears; the boy who had enlisted to fight the
battles of his country for the preservation of the Union—and
that, too, with an elder brother in the rebel ranks—to tell them
that he was no more, [ will not dwell on the sad scene which
followed, Its counterpart has been witnessed in thousands of
154
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family circles in the past two years, That night I watched the
telegrams closely, but found not a ray of hope.

On the 3d I got my friend Mr. Bradley, of the Fort Wayne
Railroad Company, to telegraph to Louisville in regard to send-
ing for the body. The answer came from Col. J. B, Anderson:
"Major B, is intrusted with sending for the body of Major Rosen-
garten. Shall 1 send metallic coflin for body of Major Ward »
L answered, “Yes” On Sunday, the 4th, I searched every
paper I could gel, but without any encouragement. At the tele-
graph office I was told that there was no doubt of Frank’s being
leilled, as a number of messages had gone over the line in which
ibwas repeated, Dut just as | started to leave the olffice the apera-
Lor called me and read the Tollowing

NasuviLLe, January 4th,
W, W, Warn:
Your brother, Major I, I, Ward, was seriously wounded on
Drecember 2gth, You had belter come on,
e Counrsey.

onowing the autho., 1 did not hesitate a minute. It was well
on to 1 e, but I Tound my partner, arranged business and,
without luggage, started (o the depot. 1 left Pittsburg at 1.40 a.m.,
on the Fort Wayne and Chicago Railroad. Through the kind-
neszs of Mr, Augustus Bradley, the superintendent, T had a state-
room, and one just as comifortable as on a steamboat. These
sleeping cars are very heavy and consequently run much smaonther
than an ordinary passenger car. Putting my hoots outside to
secire a dime’s worth of blacking, T pulled the door to and retired,
but not to sleep, lor the excitement T had been under and was
still under prevented my enjoying that luxury, About 6 a.m.
we were called for breakfast, and alter a hasty wash we entered
the breakiast room at Alliance, where in'the short space of twenty
minutes an amount of Tood was disposed of that would have
seared o Southern landlord, The ery, “all aboard I soon cleared
the room, and we were soon under way again,

Al Crestline T parted with my kind friend Mr, Bradley, and
took the train for Indianapolis and Louisville, where 1 arrived
on the Gth instant, at 5 A, and proceeded to the National Hatel,
Reireshed by a bath, I got the morning papers, but found in them
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no comfort for my particular case. shortly after breakfast an pass was necessary. A gentleman who appeared Lo know her hus-
incident occurred which cheered me a little. A reparter for the

band tool the matter in hand, and by his exertions she was pro-
vided for, as I afterward noticed her among the passengers,
The efforts made by some parties not having passes to get zﬂmudrtl
were novel and somewhat amusing, A Hebrew came to my win-
dow, which I had hoisted, and said in a very bland tone: ® D.'listf:r,
will you be so kind as to go Lo the other side of the car and raise
a window, that 1T may craw]l in?" Knowing the severity of mili-
tary law [ respectfully declined,

Another party with a clerical look approached, and with a bow
saic: "Sir, I wish to ask a favor of you”" “Go ahead,” [ said,
"Will you let me look at your pass ' “Why " said 1. "1 would
like vou 1o loan it to me, so 1 omay pass the guacd ab the door,

" and will return it to vou as soon as [ get in” Now, while T felt
o heartlelt sympathy foe all who wanted o go, [ could scarcely
suppress the contempt 1 felt for this individual, but 1 declined to
Lrust my pass 1o him, .

" The cry, "all aboard |" [ollowed by a pull [rom the cnguu‘.,l]:m
a slop to the rash, and we were soon leaving Lonisville—a mixed
crowil,  There was a delegation from Philadelphia, one from

Fhiladelphia Tnguiver went up to an officer and shook him heartily
by the hand, saying: “Why, Adjutant] We have had vou killed
a month ago, I wrate a sketch of vour life and particulars of
your death, as given me by the best authority.,” The officer said
lie had heard himself that he was among the dead, but to the best
of his belief and feelings he was a mighty live man yet. Surely, -
thought I, there is hope for me yet.

Finding that 1 could not leave Louisville without a pass from
General Boyle, whose office was not open until 11, 1 sauntered
up to the depor and called on Colonel Anderson, the Military
Superintendent of the L. & N, R, R., who told me he had sent a
colored man on with coffing for Majors Fosengarten and Ward,
When 1 told him that my brother was alive at last accounts, he
seemed much pleased, and said he hoped he nght not need the
coflin for many years, Leaving the depot T wended My way to _
General Boyle's headquarters, and was soon in possession of {hat "i

important slip of paper styled a "pass.”
How little we in the North know of the inconvenicnces the
people in the border States have to suffer under military law | -

; Hlinoiz, and one Trom Indiaoa, besides wany Trom the Western
In the North the only thing we see that resembles a piss is some- i States in parties of from three to five, and some, like :ﬂysfj”, going
body's check filled up for 2o many dollars, and, like the pass, the alone, but all on anxious errands. There were lour ladies in the

value is in the signature. As there was no train until the next
day, | walked around, saw many iriends, and bouglit a leather
haversack and some medicines for gunshot wounds, for, having
been shot once mysell, I knew from experience what to take in
case hospital stores were scarce, Defore going to bed 1 pat a

servant to Al my haversack with eatables to be veady [or my
journey,

party—Drs, General Stanley, Mrs, Major Slemmer, Mrs, Colonel
Moady and the lady before mentioned,  All were guiet for a
-..:,'hile; communing with their own thooghts,  Graduoally conver-
sation sprang up on various topics,  Behind me sat some farmers
from Indiana, who were looking at the land we were Lraveling
over, making remarks nol oat all complimentary 1o Kentucky
farming. Al one place, where it was somewhal swampy, covered
with low bush, one sang out: “Look there, Alecl ! whal would
vou be doimg with that land in ITndiana?  Let i le ddle, ehi”
I“"n.-".-"lw, [owould elear, drain and diteh it and raize a crop of corn”
“Raise—— | you couldn't raise a crop of frogs,” was the remark
tade by a rfrrnp{h fellow standing close by, Palitics, war, religion

R

The next morning, January 7th, I found crowds at the depot
wiiting to pass the guards at the doors of the cars. Ouly those
showing the military pass could enter the ears.

N e

Flaving no one
to care [or but mysell, I was soon seated and could abserve the

many trying scenes. 1 noticed a lady erying Litterly, and on
inquiry found that her hushand was among the wounded, e
was Calonel of an Ohio regiment.  She had arrived in Louisville
at daybreak, breakfasted and hurried to the depot and boughl her
ticket, but was dismayed, on trying to enter the ear, to find that a

5 «.15_'-77-_,--""-'—

—all were being discussed, Ouite an exeiting discussion was going
on in the center of our car between a Kentucky officer and a hig,
rough Hoosier, on the everlasting “nigger,” in which the officer
got much the worst of it, i the opinion of the crowd.

-
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We soon arvived at Colesburg, the terminus of our steam con

veyance, and here we got the first sight of the bandit Morgan's.

work. “The depot had been burned, and from that point for thirty
miles below he had destroyed everything that would burn, We
rode two miles farther on a construction trestle which is about
400 feet long and 120 feet high. llere we gol off to foot it, and
having no baggage to encumber me, 1 started down the hill on a
run, determined to keep the advance. 1 soon overtook a young
man who was alone and asked him where lie was bound, He re-
plied: “Nashville.” On my inquiring if hie knew the country, he
said he had ron as conductor on this road for eleven months and
knew it well, 1 told him I was alone, and il my company suited
him we would foot it together and leave the crowd, He cheer-
fully assented, and we struck off at a gait which was difficult for
the balance to follow. Crossing the valley we had a fine view of
the gap made in the road by Morgan, and, ascending the opposite
hill, we took the railroad track and, Frning vound, aur eves fell
upon a beautiful but strange seene, In the valley throngh which
we had just passed were stationed a large number of coldiers,
many of them on picket duty, while the sinoke curling irom their

tents and huts told of life within. Hurrying along through the -

troops was a mixed throng which with the soldiers produced a
contbination of eolors, suggestive of Joseph's cont, It was our
company of fellow-passengers who were not so fast in starting
off as we. We followed the track for about a mile and came to
the tunnel. Now, it may seem a very simple thing to walk
through a tunnel without a lantern, but just try it once, before
you make up your mind, This tunnel is three-quarters of a mile
in length and perlectly straight and level, As we entered the one
end, the other end appeared but a short distanee off, and the glare
of light served only o blind vs. There are three shafts for air-
holes. ' We could not distinguish the ties, but by keeping our eyes
fastened downward we could distinguish the rails, our only guide.

On gaining the outlet we found we had left the rest of the
passengers far behind, excepting an old fellow from Indiana, of
at least fifty years, who, with a carpetsack weighing not less than
forty pounds, was hard after us.  After him was a stoutly built
young Ohio chap, and a Major of the Eleventh Ohio, who seemed
determined to be as fast as we were. - A party of five, we hurried
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on to Eligabethtown together. While footing it we had ample
evidence ol how thoroughly that outlaw, John Morgan, had done
his work, Every culvert that had a beam to it was burnt, and
here again we made time, for we walked across the rails, while
many of the party, as we alterward learned, crossed the ditches,
About a mile this side of Elizabethtown my young friend pro-
posed that we should take a clay road that crossed the track.
Old Indiana and young Ohio objected, and said, “The track is a
sure thing;"” but the Major and I stuck to our guide, got into
Elizabethtown, had dinner and were ready to start on to Nolin
Station belore the wagons with the other passengers arrived.
Having ample time to look around we here saw the damage
done by Morgan to the town, A number ol houses slim?rcd
marks of his cannon by extra ventilators, put in on short notice,
At the John Hill House, where we dined, Morgan forgot to
pay his Lill, when he made it his headguarters, On looking round
for a conveyance [or the ten miles we had yet o go, we asked
one man what he would “harge a passenger, “Only five dollars,”
was the answer,  Now had we been staunch rebels we might have
gone for less, 1 thought. After looking larther we found a
farmer who was going to Nolin Station, The Major, our young

guide and | chartered the wagon for five dollars, and we were on

out way before our party had got to town, Cn the way we over-
took some tired soldiers, who asked to ride. “Have you any
money,” asked the farmer. “Oh, yes.,” "“All right, then,” was
the answer, About two miles this side of Nolin Station all of
our soldiers but one gol out to join the wagon train from which
they had straggled, and on the farmer asking for his pay he was
told to eharge it 1o Unele Sam.  He laughed in spite of himseli,
Having a creel to cross this side of Nolin Station we leit the
wagon, and the soldier who was still with vs, paiid his fare. He
had about seventy pounds of baggage, as he was carrying that of
a comrade along with his own; so, volunteering to help him, [
took his carpetsack, and we all started across the foot log or rather

tree that was felled for the purpose. It was a ticklish job for a

man unencumbered, let alone with bagpage. My comrades got
over all right—so did the soldier; and, soldierlike, they all kept
advising me to keep away from the water. Now, in all probabil-
ity if they had let me alone [ should have got over dry, but, just



10301 lhstory of the Fifteentht Pennsyleania Crrlry,

as I thought 1 was safe, in I went “ker-souse,” over hoot Lo,
and then, didn't they laugh at me? Once again on terra firma [
struck out in the lead, and we were soon at one of the few i not
more than six) small houses in Nolin Station.  As there were
about 200 people to be accommodated, after engaging supper,
bed and breakfast, we congratulated ourselves an being in the
advance,  As the passengers continued to arrive until midnight,
they slept in the car or wherever they could. .

Ui the Bth we were all at the cars long belore they were ready
io move, and crowding in got started at 10 am, AL Uhe next sta-
tion we fook on a colored man who had two eolfing in charge,
one marked “Major Rosengarten” and the ather “Major Ward,”
This certainly looked like death, but, knowing the circumstances,
| tried to keep up a good heart, 1 saw the colored man at onee.
His name was Andrew Trabur, and when 1 told him [ had strong
hopes of finding Major Ward living, he wished me suceess, |
arranged 1o meet him in Nashville, AL Bowling Green two
officers got aboard who had left Nashville that morning, On
inquiring of one of them, Captain R, he told me that Major
Ward was undoubtedly dead. He had heard so officially the day
before.  With a sad heart 1 took my seat, and the silence of my
companions told me, stronger than words could express, that they
shared my sorrow. We arrived at Nashville at 7 e, and hurry-
ing to the Commercial Hotel [ soon had a room engaged—the
last one to be had in the house, We were told that we would
have Lo go to a restaurant for supper, which I did. Tating a
very [rugal meal at a very luxurious price, I was soon out to hunt
the Major,

I first started to the St Clawd Tlotel, thinking that some of the
officers there could tell me something about him. 1 met with no
success, and was crossing the street to go to the Medical Direc-
tary, when I heard a familiar voice call my name. 1 had not
heard that voice for more than a vear, and althouph it was dark
and Goo miles from where [last heard it, | at once recognized it
as the voice of my old el Will, now Lientenant MeClure,
From him I learned that my brother was alive, and from all ac-
counts had a chance of recovery, but, strange tn say, he could
not he found.  “Come along with me and see Mrs. B.; she is a
great friend of Frank's, and knows more about it than anyone
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else.”  Ina few minutes I was in Mrs, B's parlor, listening to her
story, which ran thus:

D, Kelly, one of our army Surgeons with whom she was well
acguainted, had dressed Frank's wounds on the second day alter
he was shot, Te was then at a house near Murlreesboro, Al
though so badly wounded as 1o be thought mortally so by some,
Dir. Eelly thought with his youth and powerfol constitution he
might get through, Only two davs ago a Surgeon, who was out
in front and had brought a lot ol wounded dnto Nashville, told
D, Kelly that he bad dressed the wounds of a Major out in the
front, who was shot through the left breast; that the young man
had given him directions where to send word Lo his [riends, in
case he died, and in corroboration handed Dr, Kelly a slip of
paper with the following directions: "Dr, W, A, Ward, Pitls-
burg”  Ile Turther said that the Major had been brought inlo
Mashwille with other wounded, and that he was pul in a privale
house where he would receive all attention, but he could not give
Dy Kelly the location of the house,  Dre, Kelly had searched for
B ab the request of Mes, I3, but had not found him.,

Dwas satished that Frank was now in Nashville, and started off
on the hunt, Belore [ started Mrs, B told me to let her kuow
as soon as 1 lound him, and she would fix a place for him and see
him properly alttended to, T said to rvself as [ leit her door:
“God bless you for a true-hearted woman.” In the street in a
large city, my brother lying seriously wounded in a private house,
Where? *Echo answered “where” With Licutenant MeClure
I commenced my search—first to the Medical Directory office,
then to the hospitals where aofficers were, and every place 1 could
think of where I might get a clue,  Fvery now and again I would
pass up the street where the principal undertaker had his store,
and there an the pavement two rough {'.ul'liul.h, each containing a
metallic case, would stare me in the face—one marked “Major
Rosengarten,” the ather “Major Ward”  Oh, how those grue-
some boxes worried me! 1 eannol deseribe my Teelings every
time I looked at them. There was my brother's coffin, and,
bevond a reasonable doubt, he was alive and in the eily, bul

where? At midnight T had to give it up for lack of chances for

information, 1t looked as if all the principal buildings were
illuwminated, all in use as hospitals, and every Hine T would pass

il
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one of them 1 would naturally inguire of mysell: "Can he be

there ™ and then reply: "No, al a private house.”

Abont v o'clock | oretived o a room where were bwo wounded
men, bul long before daylight I was out again on my search. |
will not attempt to describe my hunt on the gth instant, nor how
many and various were the rumors in regard Ao my brother,
Une man said he bad seen a wan who told him he saw my
brother’s coffin. marked and shipped in the express office,
Straight to that office [ went and found that they had shipped no
badies ver, and on tracing the =tory up, | found that it originatei
from that box in the street that fairly havnted me—a colfin
marked “Major . B, Ward,” but o far coopty, In fact so strong
was the evidence that my brother was in the city (circumstantial
evidence strong enough Lo conviet ooman for muorder) thal we
traced Bim o Cherry Street and, Bnding no other course, we
commenced knocking al the doors of private hooses and asling
UAre there any wounded here? "Yes "Wha arve they and
where are they wounded P The answer i all eases was against
my hopes, There were Lientenant MeClore and four others he-
sicles mvsell honting the Major, bot darkaness come on and still
no stceess; bul Lhe evidence was so positive that he was alive and
recovering Lthat 1 sought the calored man who had the collins in
charge and Lold him 1 owoenld not detain him longer—that he
might po right Eazt with Major Hosengarten’s hody, which was
already in another coflin, 5o, giving him a draflt for the two
coffing and expenszez, 1 let him go. | could have sold the colfing
at o handsome advance, bt 1 felt it wonld be invoking a judg-
nient on e, inomy trouble, to Ary o profit on the misery aroond
me, At the request of Lieutenant MeClure and the others, |
wilked out te the camp of the Anderson Cavaley, to stay all
night with my brother's companions in arms, Aller arviving at
camp, and while passing up one of the streets of the tents, we
heard some one sav: Well, 1 saw onr Major Lo-day, and e is
doing first rate” 1 owas o that tenl in less time than it 1akes o
tell it and soon learned all,  Caplain Smith, of the Anderson
Cavaley, had the day belore pone oul 1o Murfreeshoro Lo look
after the wounded, and had just returned, He found my brather
at the house of Do Manson, near where he-fivst {ell, where he
was first carried and whence he had never been removed, D,
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[Kelly had dressed his wounds there, as also the olher Surgeon
must have done, but how he came by the slip of paper | have
never learned, The Captain told me that the Surgeons said my
brother would recaver, He had now lived eleven days. Ilis
voice was firm and he had sent in for some delicacies. He had
asked if | was coming, and his Comrades had told him | was,
although they had not heard so.  Just as the mercury i a ther-
mometer, taken from the outside of a house on a winter day and
hung above the kitchen fireplace, rises, so did wy spivits rise. 1
rode back to town and turned the coffins over to the undertaker.
[ was glad to get rid of the sight of them, and hiwried back to
camp again to make an early start for the front in the morning.
That night was one of the most pleasant 1 ever spent in or out
of eamp,  There were about ten soldiers in the party, all warm
friends of my brotler, who had served with him both as private
andd allicer, Ii-'l_Lt||l.i15_|_: e pipes, all the ancedotes of the fight and
how nobly their two Majors had acted were discussed, and joke
after joke was told.  Jne [ owell remember,  Lientenant Sproul
asked the party il they knew that T had gone into business in
Mashyille, Inoanswer Lo the guestion, “how 2 he said 1 had gone
inte the coffin business, as he had seen me buyv and sell two colling
that evening. Such is human nature! While on the hunt for
twenty-four hours for the Major, every man seemed as anxious
as myseli, but now that he was found lving and likely to recover,
no joke was spared that would keep alive the spirits of the party,
About 11 o'clock 1 “turned in” with one of the party, with gum
blanket on the ground and a good warm one Lo cover us. The
last time | had slept in that way was with Frank at Camp Car-
lisle. 1t had been raining all evening and was now coming down
in torrents, and every now and then the wind would rise and
breal with such Tofee against our Lenl as I give cause to [ear
we might be unroofed,  After breakiast we started inta fown in
an ambulance. We spent some time in search of delicacies, and
then eould not get whal we most wanted—lemons,  We mel with
o many delays that it was 12 o'clock ere we were [aicly started
out of the city. There was not much of interest until we were
five miles ulﬂ_: and then a dead horse here and there, with ocea-
sionally a grave or two on either side of the road, told of the
commencement of the skirmishing, Not a fence was leil (o show
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that the residences along this pike were once well improved.
Those that were not removed for cavalry fighting had been used
as fuel for the soldiers. The same scenes were ;Lppumnt all the
way o Murlreesboro, only increasing in magnitude with every
mile of approach. We caught up to a wagon train about seven
miles out from Nashville, and it seemed impossible to pass it, as
the other side of the road was taken up by empty wagons returi-
ing and ambulances filled with wounded, We had twenty miles
farther Lo go, and our time must be made on the pike, for the last
seven miles was o wretched muod road,  Captain Smith told me
nat to be uneasy, for the soldier who was driving was as anxious
to get to the Major as I was. Alsodhal he was a eapital deiver, and
if the team would stand it we would pass everything on the roadl.
The driver was a man who, when at home, filled a positicn in
sociely equal to any, That's the kind of men we have fighting
[or our country, | was soon satighed of the truth of the Caplain's
remarl, for we did pass evervthing,  Mow and then some of the
soldiers, escorting the train of 400 wagons, would swear and look
defiantly, Lot our deiver proved an excellent judge of human
nature, for sometimes he would sing out: “Give away there!”
UEtir yourselHT Do vou want o be run over 2 “Clear the tracl,
will you?" Then noticing the stubborn, determined look of some
of the party not to be moved in that way, he would, in the bland-
est tones, say: “Will you oblige me by making room to pass?
Amin a great hurey Lo gel a wounded officer out front.”  With-
out a word the escort would move, bending to his request like
an easy, good-natured judge to an oilv-tongued lawyer,  And
thus, driving and pushing through intricacies that might have
Balked a regular jockey, be worked on, and we did pass everything
on the road, At Lavergne we stopped at the little creek and
watered our team, Tere they showed me where some of their
comrades fell when the enemy attacked the wagon train in the
ety and vight at the bridge one of their number, Mr, Weilkel, is
buried.  When started again 1 opened a box of sardines, and
with some hard bread we made a good luncheon.  All this time
Lieutenant MeClure was accompanying us on horseback, Pass-
ing out the sardines to him, he took his dinner at a full gallop as
combortably as we did inside, and riding up to the ambulance we
handed him the flask, which he attended to just as easily, if not
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more so, than the eating part, 1 wanted no better evidence of
haw men learn to live on horseback than the ease with which
iy {riend stowed away his dinner while on full gallop.

Here at Lavergne was a true picture of war—houses burned,
dead horses in scores, and graves in abundance of both Union
and rebel soldiers: while the tires and ironwork of sixty of our
wagons, burnt by the rebels, completed a picture which has to be
seen to be conceived.  So many accounts of the fight have been
wrilten that 1 will not attempt to go over it again, but irom here
on to Murfreeshoro was one continual battlefield—every oot of
it fought for and won by the most stubborn fighling.  None of
the aceounts that [ have since read velates hall the victory that
here showed itsell. Three miles farther out we overtook the
conveyance that had started two hours in advance of us. We
had now passed everything, and at the twenty-mile post [rom
Nashville we turned to the right into a corn field, We all got
out but our good driver, as our team was pretly nearly played
ont, and, to make matters worse, our best horse began to balle ;
but, by dint of a good whip and language more emphatic than
elussical, we would get him started again, until he would take an-
other notion to play the stubborn mule. We made the next seven
miles by dark, through miserable roads, and when only half a
mile from the house where my brother was, we came to a large
mud puddle. Our driver held his team at rest for a lew moments

"and then started at full gallop to go through, for, as he said, "

I cannot get them through that way we shall have trouble; the
bay will balk and the gray mare is played out.” When about
half way Lhrongh they stuck, the hind wheels in water above the
b, As nearly everyone has seen such situations, I will not go
into details of the strong language used, the sticks broken in
trying to heat the poor brutes out of it, and the many elforts with
rails, ele.; but aiter spending hall an hour uselessly, we all, ex-
cepting our driver, gol into the water and Look hold of the wheels,
[ happened to be at the right hind wheel, and although the water
was over the hub, where I stoad it was not over boot top. It
never oeeurred to me that if the team did start out [ might go in
the hole, 1t did start and 1 went in up to my knees, bat what did
1 care? T would soon be with my brother, and [ would have laid
down in it rather than lose an hour, We werg soon al the front



10 History of the Fifteenth Pennsyloanin Covlry,

of the honse, where a big negro, a slave, was waiting.  He had
heard ol me from one of the men who arcived before L did, and
he it was who was nursing the Major,

He was all anxiety, “Has the Major's bradder come?  Is he
coming ? 1 wants to see him." Telling him who 1 was, he shook
my hand and was out of sight in an instant.  One of the men who
wits in the room with Frank when old Martin, the slave, came up
gaid he did not think Martin took more than two steps up the
whole Hight of stairs to tell the good news, e stepped up 1o
the bed and said: “Major, your brudder's comin’, He'll saon
be here,  Lse so glad”  The host, Deo Manson, met me at the
pate, and to my inguiry, "How iz my brother P said: “Very
feehle just now. 1 have just dressed his wounds and he has hadl
a sinking spell, but is now recovering, and 1 am glad von are
lere," Tle Turther said that he still bad o chaoce of recovery, bul
thal he must not be allowed (o talk, 1 might talk to him and tell
i all about home, but he muost be kept gquiet,  He saild he was
shot through the Telt Tung, the ball passing theough the pericar-
i (the sae that holds the hearty, and the wiler from abont the
heart had run ont theough the wound,  The ball made its exit
under his left shoulder blade, making a ghastly wound there,
When they brought him to the doctor’s hoose it was thought he
could not survive the night, but he rallied foward morning, and
now, having lived twelve davs, we had good grounds for hope.
The doctor told me to go up and see him, and [ was soon beside
lig bed, e stretehed ont his hand, and, with a good voice, said:
"How are vou, Will?  1'm glad to see you, How are they at
home " 1 told him not to talk and Twould tell him all about home,
which 1 did, giving him an aceount of my trip, ete, Poor lellow!
When 1 last saw him, not two months before, he weighed 175
pounds, and being six feet two inches in his socks, was as fine a
specimnen of the physical man as could be fonnd anywhere: bul
twelve days of Dleeding and suffering of the worst kind had altered
B until he looked twice his age, 1 told him 1 had come to sty
with him, and when he was able we would talk over olid times and
home ; so, hanging my coat on the bedpost and drawing off my
wetl boots, 1 sat down before the fire.  For the first time since
[ Jeft home | had time to meditate. 1 had found the boy alive,
but that was all.
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My other erring brother was not many miles off, lor shortly
alter the Major was brought to this very house | was now in
some rebel troops came up and took prisoners all that were in it,
excepting my brother Frank and a comrade who escaped by
a little strategy. Among the rebels was a Captain of the Fourth
Kentucky Cavalry, the same regiment to which my brother
Charlie belonged, Mrs, Manson, the lady of the house, sent
word by this Captain to Charlie that his brother was in a dying
condition in her house, but before he had time to respond to the
call, our troops were in possession again of the house, and this
prevented a meeting of the brothers who were fighting against
each other—the one for the eause of liberty and the preservation
of the Union, the other for a cursed aristocracy, Poor, blind,
misgnided man! May he soon leave o hopeless and wicked cause,
and by some means retrieve his aets

I sent the nurse to L., alter getting directions what to do.
Frank wanted to talk, but 1 would stop him, and every now and
then lie would ask lor water, Two (ull canteens were kept hang-
ingat the head of the bed, and fnserting a rubber tube in the can-
teen he would take the other end in his mouth amd drink, although
every swallow was a painiul one, e now commenced to doze,
and when hall asleep would dream and be delirions,  Sometimes
he would oagine himeell in camp with his old comrades down
in Huntsville, Ala., and then he seemed happy. To stop his
talking, which was injurious, 1 would have to speak to him, and,
knowing my voice, he would be quiet for a while, Sometimes he
would imagine himseli on the field where he fell, and would give
orders again, e was talking to his brave cavalry leader, General
Stanlev, whom it was plain to see he had learned 1o love ; and
thus, until 4 olelock Sunday moming, he kept on, when, thinking
he was worse, | awoke his comrade, John Skillen, who was his
nurse al present, and told him 1 thought he was more delirious
than when 1 eame in, and that he, knowing his case, had betier
take charpe, which he did, "Throvngh the night 1 had writlen a
long letter home, encouraging them there, for now thal my hopes
were raised, 1 thought he would get well.  Folding the letter up
1 put it in my pocket to send the next day, and lay down beside
the siclk soldier, who ocenpied the other bed,

About 6 o'clock I got up, and Mr, Skillen told me that he had
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not been so well for the past thiree hours, but that he would no
doubt soon rally. [ did not fear anything immediately, as |
knew [rom experience that the hours from 2 a.m, until daylight
are the havdest on sick persons, So, alter speaking to him occa-
sionally, I went downstairs to breakfnst, We were seated but
a few moments, and I was just pulling my cup of coffee to my

lips, when a hand was laid on my shoulder. [ turned round and’

met the gaze ol Dr, Manson, who said : “You had better come up-
stairs, your brother is dving.” For the first time I felt crushed.
Just after 1 had left his bedside hie tuened 1o his Taithful comrade,
Skillen, and said: “John, I am going now,”  Mr, Skillen called
the doctor, who found it tao teue, ad came at onee for me, 1
was goon al his side, and reaching oot his hand to me he grasped
mine and said in a calm, clear voice: “Will, I am dying. Say
good-bye for me to all at home.” Completely unmanned, T was
like a little ehild.  He threw his arms arannd my neck, and kiss-
ing me, said: “Cheer up, Willl Don’t ery! Cheer up! Tell
Charlie 1 died lke a man” 1 sald: "“Frank, are you alraid to
die?” A sweet smile spread over his face, and with a firm voice
he said, "No, sir,” in a tone that made all feel it deeply.

The same sell-possession that was his in private life, that at-
tended him on the battlefield when he fell he was mortally
wounded, attended him now in his dying hour,  Every other
person in that room was overcome,  He bade each of his com-
rades good-bye, as though he were going away on a visit, and
secing old Martin, the faithiul slave who had nursed him, he held
out his hand and, taking Martin's, said: “Good-bve, Martin;”
then hade the doctor and his family farewell, Tn a lew moments
he rallied a littde and, folding bis hands on his breast, he said:
“Our Father, who are in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Teaven,
Amen, While everyone in that rooim joined in that beaotiful
prayer, his voice alone eould be heard, and this too while suffer-
ing intensely,  Internal hemorehage had set o, He asked me 1o
sing, but 1 was so powerless 1 coulid nol, and he began to the
tune of "CHd Hlundred," and sang

“Be Thou, O God, exalted high!
And as Thy glory flls the sky,
5o let it be on earth displayed,
Till Thou art here as there obeyed,”
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His ealmness and resignation overcame everyone in the room.
His song seemed like the song of the dying swan, strong in
death, Shortly alterward he released his arms from about my
necl, and his lower limbs were then icy cold,  Deckoning to
Licutenant MeClure, who was on the other side of him, he said:
“Straijghten my legs.” His knees had been drawn up in bed and
he had not power to straighten them out, e made a motion for
us to get away from before him; lie wanted air and light. 5o
drawing the curtains and hoisting the window, a stream of strong
sunlight beamed in on his suffering form, and lingering thus for
nearly hall an hour, between life and death, we hardly knew when
he censed to breathe, until Captain Smith took down a little
rotnd shaving glass, and holding it to his lips it showed no moist-
ure. Thus he died—another victim Lo the plots of the disunion-
ists, 3

We were far away (rom home, in the enemy’s country and in
the house of o secessionist, but how beautifinlly was Christ's com-
mand, “lave your enemy,” here obeyed ; for if Frank had been
their own son the doctor and his wilfe could not have used him
more kindly, 1 asked Lieutenant McClure to ride to Nashville
and, il possible, to procure one of the coflins 1 had sold two days

_ before, and also to telegraph his death home, The doctor and the
saldiers who were present told me to go down to rest and they

would do all that was necessary for the bady. [ went out in
front of the house and found a man putting the horses in the am-
bulance and preparing it for the body. Looking out on the road
I saw [our men approaching at full gallop. In a jew minutes
they were at the gate, and I recognized Licutenant Maple, oi
Gienernl Roseerans’ bodyveoard, and theee of his men—all old
comrendes of the Major,  When I told them thal he had died only
twenty minutes previously, the eyes of every man of them filled
with tears, Dismounting, they entered the house to take a fare-
well look at their old comrade.  While they were upstairs |
called the doctor aside. As he attended Frank as physician, 1
fully expected a bill for professional services as well as for the
bed, which was ruined. I asked him what I owed him, “Noth-
ing,” was the reply. 1 could hardly believe it, but he would accept
no -compensation, Hunting up old Martin, the kind, faithiul
nurse, [ made him a present, and then was ready to leave,
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Been burned, we stopped about a mile out of town, where a num-
ber of wagons were wailing Lo take passengers to dilflerent houses
to stop over night, [ soon made a bargain for myvsell and charge,
bt it was dark belore we got them out of the cars and inlo the
wagons, It was raining and we had to get them up a steep bank,
It was a rough, ugly job—the coffing were metallic—but willing
hearts and hands accomplished it

While we were looking after the dead, the other passengers
had been making arrangements ior the night, and in the confu-
gion a hght had occurred between two men wha lved in the
neighborhood, They were allowed to fight it ont until one cried
Penongh! Jadging from his appearance, | should certainly say
hie hal haol enongh, Fis eves were elosed and his face covered
with blood.  We rode about a mile and pulled up before quite a
substantial-looking armbonse,  We laid hoards aver the eofiing
to protect e as mnel as possible Trom the vain, and horeving
o the house were soon belore a comfortable ire. The host
was a0 well-tosdo farmer named lorte, Parl of the house
wits one of the Rest Torts buill in Kenluekys when Daniel Boone
and other carly seitlers had to protect themselves from Todians,
O the same groond that Boone and these brave ploneers had o
defend themselves, stockades are now huaill 1o keep ol a foe
almaost as destructive as the Indians, There were seventeen of
us who stopped at this house,  We could not all be accom-
maodated with supper at once, and while those at the first table
were putling themaelves outside of corn bread, ele., the rest of
us were enteriained before o pood fire by our host, who gave us
a history of their preseot troubles, 10 seemed as il those at the

table were a long lime gelling enongh o eal, but when our turn

came 1 oecased toowonder, 1 took my seat next o the hostess,
who poured the colfee and sent it around by the litlle darkies in
white bibs, We had roast turkey, stewed ehicken, and a dish of
stulling, which was served up like mashed potatoes,  The cooking
wis excellent, "The conversation turned an Morgan, and as this
was one of the |1fIiII|H an the ranlrond where I Dl edisnne 1 lee 1m0t
l|.'1lﬂilj.fli.‘. there were many ancedotes of mterest, Oor hostess tealidl,
with a good deal of animation, her experience with one of Mor-
gan's pang.

Satd she: “We had a horse that lookesd first-rate, ol wasn't

ol Ward's Hunt for His Brother, the Major., 175
pood Tor anything mueh, Tor alter going a lew hundred yards he
would fall down on his knees.  Well, he was standing hitched up
right in front of the door, when ane of Morgan's fellers rode up
on a first-rate bay horse, but he was played out.” You see when
they get near a settlement Morgan gets some of his fellers that's
smartlish about horses, and takes all the horses in the command
that are used up, and puts these fellers on "em, and they ride to
wherever there is any good stock, gel the best, and then leave the
used-up stock in place. That's how he rides, so he's always got
good stock, Well, you see when we heard that Morgan was going
to take the town we sent’all the stock but this poor horse down ta
my son's, who lives kinder oot of the wayv,  Well, this Teller of
Morgan's vode up and very politely asked me o exchange horses,
I orefused and made a geeat deal of fuss aboot i, bue all the time
[ was wanting him to take the old horse away, for 1 liked his
one, Well, he stripped the riggin® off hiz animal and goon had it
all on mine, and he might have got into town without finding out
e was fooled i it had ned 2' beensor ane of them lidle niggers,
who began grinning and hollered : 'T say, Mister, vou'll get your
head broke, you will; he falls on his knees,” and he had a [rrae-
tical illustrdion of it, ior, pulling spurs 1o him, he started off at
a trof, bul did not go far 6l he came down on his knees.  He
turned round, and coming back 1o the house, put the fixin's on
iz own horse and [efr”

I was among those who were fortunate enough to have ar-
ranged for a bed.  About half of the party slept on the floor, bt
all slept soundly,  We were called before daylight for breakfast,
which was as good as the supper. It sl rained hard with no
prospect of stopping very soon,  The old farmer and his darkies
were hitehing up. The ficst wapon had {our horses and was full
of seats, and carried fourteen persons, The next one had three
horses, There were two coffing in it—one of a voung soldier
named Piper, and the other of Colonel Flousen,  The last Wagron
el sy brother's coffin in it, and was drawn Ly two poor-laaking
horses, bul much better than they looked.  Alter we got through
Flizabethitown we mel a greal |Li:;1:;.' lesvms of all descriplions,
hureying along to Colesburg, The road was an awiul one. About
four miles of it lay ina ravine, and the rains had raised what was
only a little run to quite a respectable creck, It was rough, rock
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bottom, and 1 leared a brealkdown, The darkies who drove the
wagons with the coffing were very careiul, and drove slowly but
surely,  We came upon a large spring wagon that was hauling
passengers.  The rough road had been too much for it, and the
spokes had said "good-bye™ Lo the [elloes, and the passengers

were now [oating it. Fortunately they had only a mile to walk.,

We took their haggage in onr wagon and were soon ab Coleshurg
Station, which consists of one house, all else baving been burned,
Here all was confusion—the ground Tull of teams; the rain
pouring down in torrents ; passengers going east hurrying their
baggape from wagons to cars; passengers going weslt hurrying
from cars Lo wagons, Gelting help I soon had the eofiing sale in
the baggage car, in which I was also obliged to ride, although
guite sicle from my drenching and nansen, We reached Louisville
in salety at 2 r.oy, whence 1 shipped the coffing by Adams Ex-
press and felt greatly relieved,  Aller getting dinner and deying
my clothes, 1 wenl to see Joe MeCann, an intimate [riend of hoth
Charlie and Frank, and stayed with him antil it was time to take
Lhe crnmibus for Jellersonyille,
It began to snow as we lelt Louisville on the 14th, and belore
[ reached home we met snow thirteen inches deep at Crestline.
We arrived in Pittsburg on the 16ih, just eleven hours hehind
time, 1 expected the bodies by the next train, but they did not
arrive, and on telegraphing to Cincinnati 1 learned that they had
not arrived there yet. They fnally reached bhere on Monday
evening, the 1gth. We opened, at the depot, the rough box and
took out the metallic caffin,  On removing the covering [rom the
glass plate T found that Trank looked even more natural than
when frst put in the coffin, . While in the snowstorm the hody
“was no doubt frozen and had ihal appearance,  We put the coffin
i the hearse and took Bim home, boe how aolike the retarn for
which we had hoped |
We buried him the next day, in the alternoon. It was a rainy,
sleeting day, horrible under foot. The military turned out, and
the first notes of the “Dead March” from a full band made us
more mournfully realize than hefore that we had seen him for
the last time on earth. When about hall way to the cemelery
we passed the railroad depot where Fracke was employved at the
breaking out of the war. The flag was al hall-mast, and quite a

pm———— 4
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procession of. the workmen who knew him, and had worlked
Lhere under him, joined the cortege at this point, and notwith-
standing the dreadiul weather, walked the whole dizstance, These
men had leit their work to show their respect [or him, and it was
a tribute that his friends appreciated more than any other shown
his memaory, The ceremonies at the grave were, lilke all other
military funerals when well conducted, very impressive. The
last salute, fired after we got back to the carriages, told us that
all was now over.

Frank Biddle Ward was born December 1, 1842, in Pittshuerg,
Ma,  Irom school he went inlo the cwploy of Clarke & Come-
pany, the great railvoad shippers, where he had been about three
vears,  When the war broke ootl, he enlisted immediately as a
private in the Duguesne Grays, Captain Keonedy, for the three
months” service, At the end of that time he re-enlisted as private
in the Anderson Troop, better known as Buell's Bodyguard, in
which he soon became Orderly Sergeant, When the troop was
riised Lo a Regiment, e was promoted to a Caplainey and alter-
watd to Junior Major, He was mortally wounded at the hattle
of Stone River, December 20, 1862, and died January 11, 1863,
as Lrue and gallant a soldier as ever rode Lo death,

Neguieseal in pace!
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10 History of the Fifteenth Pennsylvanio Cavalry,

camp property, had gone forward, leaving the remainder of the
Regiment without officers—an unfortunate matter,

Had one or a few officers remained with the boys, had they told
them a battle was imminent, the result probably would have been

that every man of them would have seized his carbine and belt

and marched to the iront. Two-thirds of the Regiment in two
detachments—the first, under the command of Majors Ward and
Rosengarten—did so; the second, under the command of Captain
Atkinson and Colonel Wood, as stated,  “T'he remaining one-third
being without officers, or a calm word of encouragetment or assur-
ance, were provided with temporary quarters in a large building,
then known as the “smokehouse,” where they were provided with
rations until the affairs of the Regiment could be straightened out.
The boys, for boys they were, were not yet soldiers. They had
been gathered from farms, countingrooms and colleges in July,
August and September, and alter drilling at Carlisle and partici-
pating in the battle of Antietam were hurried to Louisville, where
they were mounted, and then took their long, weary ride through
Kentucky and Temessee without their regimental commander,
Had the Regiment not been composed of 1000 men “fit to be
officers,” possibly the spirit of “wanting to know” might not have
developed into a refusal of one-third to march until told a battle
was being fought and of the remaining thivd to not march at all,
It was an uniortunate incident, but it was not cowardice that
animated them, They were brave, and proved their bravery in
many an hour of peril. Alone and unsupported, the Fifteenth
Pennsylvania Cavalry during the remaining thirty months of en-
listment rode through Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Virginia,
North Caroling and South Carvolina, within the enemy's lines, most
aof the time scouting and fighting and acting as the eyes and ears
of the Commanding General, who never in his long subsequent life
ceased to speak in the highest terms of eulogy of the valiant,
fighting Fifteenth, '
After the battle of Stone River the two detachments, consti-
tuting about two-thirds of the Regiment, returned to the vicinity
of Nashville, In February, 1863, Colonel Palmer, released from
imprisonment, returned and took command, and removed the en-
tire Regiment to Camp Garesche, near Murfreesboro, where re-
organization followed, and when the Regiment was mounted and

At Nashuille, .

entered upon the career of aclivity and independent scouting in
which it earned a name and fame that made it known throughout
the Army of the Cumberland for bravery, fearlessness and for its
achievements along the front and flanks of the Army of the Cum-
berland.
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