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Graysville, Ga.,
Bunday Evening, Mar. 27th, 1884,

My Dear Wite!l

Bunday passed without rmuch of Interest to relate, at
least no stirring hews 1ror we havé had a very quiet, orderly time.
fh téct just me iddoh Like Christiank as we could while without our
thbia in, . : . :

Hdd Qapy. Bird and Lt. Vance, of Gen'l. garlin's Steff, to
aihner with us 46 ehjby Carpenter's best, in thé way of romst beet,
potadodl, kimuv; ete, d%o, to gay noshing of the valuable and highe
iy prided peksh yolls ( m§nus the brand sauce ) and cranterzy pies.
You 8o¢ wé ube sutfering verribly, slthough I cannot ooliny oh &t
mich dfter thé ebdntents of this mysterious box fida Homb, dte sk
Haustetd. HoweveF, relying upon the comnissary, Ind. Sahitary Udm.
end gharfvies of vhe world, I think we will manage t0 1¥vé. Onpt.
Bird ik the same gbod-natured sYul as a yekr #g9d dnd 1nqﬁ1?b8 34

- you and the boy} says when ht léavas the Bervioce, g% monthd hetoe,

o will take New Albany en rddtd and see youl watdts gou 4§48 bend him
orte di' ny. photésraphs L‘ ahy #ré i1 ékisteroé. e
3 tnid arvérnoon oy boyH from thé BzAd ehne back to E BAd we
now have e real respecuable humber 1'OF diuy, motte <Han fo* a year
pagv. Our camp we ate putting in ¢dnddvion and & fow movwé days
will find all comforunble &nd pleasdht with ts. I only hope we may
de permlbted 4o Pemian and enjoy 1t tnwzil we opén on the campaipgn
in. earnest, as I do hot favor temporary moves. Hear nothing from
the Rebe 4n our vicinity, Hor heve thev at Ringgold for sbme +time.
All eyes are how look{hg eastward for thé development Of the
Spridg campajgne and I do hope the public may rot be disappointed
in their highest expectatfons., I like the spiriy shown In the
vdall inyg £or mors troops and the why in which thé people are res-
ronding to the call. We dat use them all} and every additional
thousand lnakes the end méré surd to which we all look torward with
s0 mach hdpe. I &m v¥e% cont'tdent. and shdll ve mch disappointed 1

'by next Pall, the crusqing blowd have not been déalt the Rebvellion.

But to obme batk “to the realitdes and plehsdures b1 this beés
noshtéed régidh, reminds me that Lt a few hotre Kgd 1 received your

16tter of thé 4th] 'twae A comtort I asbutre bdr shis Sabbath bverns

ing and I ain kb thénkfuwl that your laté fears Bt slskhess have
rroved sroundléss o an extent and that you ats now better.
shiall sleep wdll thinking of it and touorrow shiter updn my cemp
auties with renewed zesl: and Frank 18 gettifig along and behaving
80 nfcely that I nave no missivings as to your héin; overtaxed.
Your papers on Re¢eption have naot yet come to hand, but George
nuas one tills evening convaining awny colwmne of the news; 'téas L0
deea a recertion wortny of tihe cause and I honor the New Aibpﬁians
ior viiis exhivition eor theiyr sénerosity. A real sorry I gotild not
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be pesent, t¢ sée my Bld rriénas. Bhould like to see the General,
and love &5 have arl hodr'k talk with Gapt. Bavbitv. It he rematns
in the city he iit; dbubtless vall on vouf slve me *he news and eav
vo hfm I should 14k¥ b0 near rrbm Limy #e Seeiny him I can scarcely
think of. 1 nopk hé Hub in a nikddure toradakedt nis havi¥e, or some
‘of them} § fedfbd frYm whét I neapd from a pérsdn r¥éom beldw, that
he was iﬂgur!hg himsbly 4n ¥he eyes or wne He'l. bv his avinkddg.
Bhitdd Yol heat 6r 4% tell Mim I say to xbdf {t efe ti sbbmed Los
L 178 fag I feel Lt alfthihg téhds to nis aowntell fewdil de tnati
éna lea¥ihg Ly wionby He can and will, nos only mekb & disihy odb &
%ﬂﬂ?1§;fld gie ortiesr. . =

R T L8 they Qpps ‘Brown's atrairsg heve bedH § B& gﬂiéﬂb&
o _Ttk-za téudilne, I presums "twill be on Rechulilivp Bedé 3 My
_gginlﬂn; ﬁg tgzith.dhpﬂlq.bpktraéteﬂ ag wa dia the dngtve ?ﬂl :

fouldt Bf thid Qqunoand, send them to the rronbi: LedYird B¥hery ¥

try thei¥ hapd fer a whiig{ vesides beins a beribiit; 1% shubiibes
the comfofts ¢o be dérived therefrem. : 3
: Have not yeét dajiet qft WMpg. B.v, in fabl I nMet dbtidess to
haying forgorten wmy iriends, t certaifily on py fivet ydsit tp .
Ringgodd, wilt 1¥dk yp the fashidnhble h¥ted und 1r-£na,kabtthaq,

© by brouglit bAck tlhdse hggy; shall Pabb wedl. e :

Wish Y were with you te¢ help takd cdre 6f Prank; I teadr the
boy will mise very mmeh the éxdellént.mirding hée had &4 #dd youds
days. Butb you wildl xigs him bfven $4r meé and try efd wdhealp him
tor this, rircat gsredc lodk. - ;

Your bussons afid thpead cdud t6 hand tohight, .deny ofie day too
lute! yestdrday T Hed ook WidLlamk ( dur 1ittié tedlor ) ¥hxs hota
& the argloles 1H qﬁ%ﬁﬁiéﬂl 4nd tudhy will mdkb my apyehrafidge in
theé valdable sXy blues, HAVIng M4 a Bﬁﬁklb and &ttty Arearided to
take up same of yhe¢ oVerplpnd of goods On hand.

~ Am sorry abdut Yne prespect of your lgeing your hougp, though
& shange df eighndﬂk might add Very much t6 your uomforz.j oes
your father think of buying?  If so, ant wants the use of ®ome noh-
ey, I could réediif Hdvé those Bonds put inta gash at his diepoeal
or at Jour's If y8u wals 4o purchasé: neatly 31106;00 db bieesent '
prices. Ae soon af the Pay-Master visite usy I shall ne dvle to
sénd you a1l you wakit Lér other yurposes. } :

© Buy I miet o bed, leaving you to act ah Ebwss o ytu vess:
tor youb dbmrors; heppatiédl and wishée; an vHé, photidg dowh of the
#6beld1br a¥e iy omdy hopbk nd highbbt amuitishi,

: #8drge hid Robatt have s ous to me tu gend their love,
whidn plekee rina bnelosed. Hbeeived Eitga's two He, but think
'twae shobs in wefsht: ldst In transportasion or ih ﬁraﬂamiqaion
through my Adjutanu's Déyt. Love ¢o all axv home and advise me of
1ittle Tillie's procrese in recaovery, whichi I trust may be sure.

Ever vours devotedly,
Dan. F. Griitvin,
Lt. Gol. 3Bth Ind. Vet. Vol
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dragkviill, ea.; MaHon 30th, 1884,

My Dear Wikl ' :

C b waske gol i&nuay sveiiihy &iber the arrival of
yours of whe Hith Baid £or;ot tb ackndWlsdge the regeipt of 2 legter
rrom your well XAgwh hand on Sat. eveningiwhich I opened and com-
menced rendifg with iy ueudl caré and interest and fyam whiah I
gléaried she Yagt of youk being sick bys then betiar,_:ﬁat youn
rabier wad wigk, Eliza 81ck, Funa sick, 4nd that you thought sodn
¢ bizab iuhihg & genhf&i'hoﬂpital ota; then yon told mé tha

as
$oil - ratheb ¥aq ooming south, you wepld ttust vhis with Aim Id i1l
4% his dydbthivion which T dispoverad to be Qhastanddgh, and had
. abblit midd - HY my wind thai I would ¢artalnly have & vieit rrda him
ey WY,

cat iy UALY, bt then game yodp;ngxflaéhﬁeﬂa&:thli $ou hkd ¥
. VABIYDE and'Wers 1t hot for vld friendsnip, wondd Kot évén g8l up
and’ gd déwn stalrs to seg eveh Georgp Devol.® ils bl v 108 up
Btadding and I surrted to Geprae to kngw i1f he hed cdiled 80 §od In
the 1Rt Ter diye; then shoushr certalnly yeéu midt be dffected in
; théiprﬁ!s 48 thus write, when & bprisht ides eiruck me, I turned 18
: hhifflfa 'ﬁﬁﬁy'and there found date, “0dt. 40th, IBB3"1 the mysierdy
wii wiwﬁ ahd | Yedvea much emsier unler the belief that thée HYBG
'fliﬂi. (3 s-ﬂEE&&ﬂ 8f, hda ,dng sirive vedn broken wp, 1f sver
Labllines. | thls evening I Lbok ?ﬁ ahbther letter, HoWdver, o¢
‘rédenit adt¥ arld vulle hopih of velddy that yot have rutly reuéédtaa
rggr.taur,ig'p_autaek And hbw make Yéur daily trips dowh &sates da.
~ Bbted vy 1&3; famptis bdvy Ffahk. | 2 :

U YOUP padkags of paperd uohtaiiing the {nberesting public news
.ﬁf;ﬁﬂt_ddz;°d&me %6 hand oh MbMday ®vening. I wish 1 could have
ekl 6HbP¥, Bat 1f vhe {rish werb khb¥n, 'tvould hot he for the
- wight gdéing, rfer I know ! &hould havéd been Bt homd with yoh, in

frifa_ ndJ_t& rerviotpacting in the opowd snd gereral yush. Am glad

h# people d14 8 Hahdbdmely, for I think the bdyd deserve 1t a1y,
Bud yoin' Davie phber deeméd to forges ail abvout the vpuestvér afyer
their vgihg sarely lahded, and even the #ét speech&e had nthé ap
but few wébdh for- thew; however, I gHess they were perfectly s&tls-
" fléd tPovided they had théir due share of the rationd.

- Lvhke the Weekly:Ledger nbw, ih}'ud it Yomed odly bnes a
Week, I appréciante those gent codtainihyg the néws. BY the way, I
Porgdt 46 uvacrdbe longer for the ianoute; dr éven tell youy whére

{¢ odhfa BY asne. You snvhld take it ab 4n 4% you zes much Br in-
vefdss £rdi the Army that you would -otherwisd lose) vesfdes pratk
 can rd&&_i& you trom it evenings #ggp_yE¥? eyes Sroy we &

N ¢amp we Are getting &long eldoothly, migitt bay very pleas-
antly wer¢ the weather a little more seapbnable, but & Hie dally
having the inexdrable winds ¢f March with occasional faid 8+ snow
storm8| buv now shie+ we draw noszh 4o the smiling days ot Ap»il T
look for better tlhaes, Latter weathBr ana tetter everything , exs
cept 1t be rations, as the mysteries 0f my usox are uelhg apldly
exhausted. Lset evening the last apple disayppeared, bub we stdlld
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cherish the sranueppy piea, peach rolls and country molasses, daily
and I anticiptd i'o¥ toworrow moérning, wore lizht vatter cakes
without eggB.

Sunday Had & fadk witn gen'). Jbhngon; he Beems to be of opin-
ion that we *iii Hdvbiiﬁttxe $6 d& hers this Summer as he rather
thinksd evm ghepyy be Léné iA tHe Airsction of Richmond.

Bver dntloipkee ikt We whhll Have a part t6 play, even
il g be¢ Heobhd br thivd reve. Yet wé midt be stirring to

iﬁs he dBhsnnveation of whi eritire fordw aghinktb orant. He
B kY wver we iy v weakened {d its vheds d¥é only suppo-
db ot fHink Sherman wil E‘amﬂn 1d1% 1¥ng, but most orf

e . npe yrasent with us, buv {n the disedeién o Hunts-
t;ga.put tn $gsyrgpnnpnira§£n5 dihtﬂﬁéi héte or else-
wiil, you wil) haear timely Wf ?ﬁ ?ﬁVlm&nta.
Wa* mcﬁt wiune. I omn nov b8b thé LekEY iddfoa-

i.hlhgd iﬂ E; :M‘ dlgshing, cleaning up aump ahd plisbing
éom 8d ghibshaps.
Ve Boy heard frdm ¢he gﬁ. pidos chidng abwll ab pi nélis

ahy pridHy of Hu Wamﬂmﬁf Hhd hé domé dewh wned I dig B Bed
et ft’k s W _8. ha’:a beert &sdi ad shd ddimrtd OF the trd Brighdes in
gt yaehie g wbsence. Don't kndy hﬁ 1s HY¥ or ndw 1t will

. B Bl comnidldation of 4hpbrdbrce was gnnﬁrhim dbme féu#

Haye binde buy I have no kngwledse b7 (e ocHtengs sheradf.
wordld 14ke 4@ Seq him promeisd are ha swarys for the field, as his
hesry 34 so deaply tn the cause, but if iv ig not to be ahd he
should petirn to the Régiment, it wonld bé very ansy for mé t§ sad-
Witp aha 2ive fur a Wiile WitH the responsiuilistes off my should-
gy 14W¥LLE B8 no hapdsidp T am Buse. ny tho way, 1 mikt tell
yoy df‘mt £00d foptune in Having a return frdm z Ordnance Dbpt.
for the Rasurh wade while st htme; and 'tis all pight; 86 mach for
¥y conpimded induktry and the axcollcnt help I had in guttins the
thing ¥Wp th good shmpb. I enclgse ta you the Dagument; shet you
- ?y £434 (% for hie v gh wmy reburtidd copy of thd Returm. You will
‘Beé that Itr presesvilitsn in Important ! ask&bﬂ.a«ge readipy of 1t
when you wiw._

We yet spend many of b evenings in plédying $He béet aixteen
géumos thirtv, H&jnﬁ and (eorge agatnst Robert ahd md, and 1
ik m‘ oy be sdx “bvénings, the have vehtdd W, Lagt evendhg
we came ony dhehd and 5? Playing is so closé thAt pvén eushre is
of 1mu~ﬂj woula Uiké sbus of ous whidb ph# ih% ot st Bouw
mer's s lis fovived, &d well hs other ddosipanihbnis &5 rides,
ete, H38. Bt since third {s a tine 1or evergthing ve may even
hipe mhat % me may vring again a ver tigdon of the sSame hgppy dagas.

Am anxfpus to hear of Sister's welfare and that of Her litsle
prize} 'twould be a very dévere blow should shé lose hery and 1
hape 'twill paah away a5 we might wish and hope for.

dur boys frow the 8a2nd ceine Lack to us Sunday looking well ana

brbonged; they have not even yet declded to veseranize. it with
love to all; and kisses to yourself ail tle Loy,
I a.a as sver yours,

Ei. Col. Dana
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ﬂraﬂsv‘iiie; Ga.,
ttrday b. M., Appdl end, I881.

© Your good 8urday letter and longan F. 8. attachéd,
hang 'i‘m,{raday svaning, nich o my reldef as by 41 lauvm&
df Ueing bettér; and ere this, think of vow s bédng' omwe ene
g A ahé ““3 ¥ﬂth-r ;nat. you are depbwless Hﬁmﬁr Lhas
oy Judge of 4t by oun own celd, : g.gww&w

't ' 1 h $ 1itvfle time foy you tu be OuyY. £
- gﬂ b of 1(%tie Ti1l1e N belng WH# '

: ‘tumﬁu w-qsﬁ £or furiher ndys t‘rm B, hth KYBY glnd to
Lt ot (" nt behavior dAd yoiid 1ikd %B Mﬁ Hékd WK
e M ery onlﬂ.q,ml&# ad wu@h&ku it vt 14

by xma momeht 3¢ NGt payried to. extrombl. | Of peuMé you ¥ill
take uzq; to the frgnt ydid, mn‘tau hin t6 4he ‘pmp,
:%\ er 1o ridf the Nffrae, but do avoln 4 heavy tuthlins exercixe
‘the AsplrE.  Buppo . Elize might seke nith 48 Sunday Bdhbor
apof¥o heern his A B O8] while a viedt t4 Dih ( Litsle Zgn ) would
.ﬂnwh h.}c pdushylon gn g week And tukc ham el igAble w mdutﬁ In

5 ﬁg ar erodey Foudidd me of youk esayings sbeus the @3td

m aﬁd ” :fsuuﬂgu 8f the latees, Bt Gkn enly
bw aﬂi i:i ”:zun& 'poiidr She sfall Epeakers and. Mtlﬂ‘rl o tny
#iBido § no douby Bhy the nsafts & sHE Pediae are wignt o
thd subjest, Ah§ Pdilwre belhg 11 ¥nkdr poby selsod cq: ‘ofidupon-.
ents, Of coittge the Lédger would say noshing $n any wi¥ berledsdng

h den’'l. Greshty and conseguently muat omit mﬁtiﬁn of

& d i‘xﬁ §0 mush for petid potfvidians} I ohnnot but

“1 oubas i m:t thaty can't rcit# thamiwﬁ“ﬁgﬂ
e diw ’a’ﬁ“ of polit

s

(‘

. 44 ¢ W, $o% u fm 4t home; doas Né sves. ¢ e gour 1

g ine. W6 Joung pah Hiks hvhbz‘ beoqmé afﬂhdu uh brf nefianst
kﬂlg,admm about Hgmg 14 donrteusish Wish iy .ﬂ i hd

#4 “en tﬁuﬁi toasibnk, I thﬂ‘lk iﬁb erithe cabtise
ﬁ ‘-‘ﬁ m.ﬁ gtven Him kh éﬁp& 9 add Bib nwiﬂo t ‘e

fed na tave ¢ oolasibndily thet HE £Ei¢ Gome pengl of

u‘l'.\nwi l.h “N 4x conmbetion Wikh the bd'ﬂh sl th.fn.ki mé ¢onvdr-
sany Jii whils affair, Byt bé viad wd it may, ¥ Nayé ho slewp
38 dgie on ua duéntior i:hc last gokaip avdhi R m arid Mins B, oy
M ‘rye, ‘tie Just what might be expested] £f ud, we wikl ade Yhat

irw;e ife. W. plages on him ay a man, now that &ffeirs abe doe-
1 Home o thém.

" Robery, since my arrival has oonducted himself §h thie bepk
potsible manngs] h&s noL wouched liquor and says he {8 not gdinz to
do eo. I trust he may hdve tha wanhood, as T beliwd hé has, $lould
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hil miHa néy b Ld4 Itlﬁb& with disappointmenté, to rise abave this
 bvellig wppeeive rér sblmuefts, and be the man as wéll in that,
88 HY pegvdd himkeif ¢4 B¥ in his cepacity as & bysinéss man.

;- agurge dise, had dbbidaa upon a yeay sueh as he put in when

: lﬁ{;'}pnﬂrin{; ¢hé Serviete: 1 {rust he may prove equal to and abovs
hé témpyastons so ofieh th $n the way of those in the Army.
CUEDT ki dve fhe vhoublde ff Gapv. 0's. domesti¢ affairs shay you
Vo dEEE 8EY T Have helidd Hotuing. 1 Wigh the poor fellow werd wELL
_ $R%dgh, ¢b jotn ux ub 7 vBliuwve he womld enjoy himself more hile
¥ _ chﬁ ré, parsiviinyly ¥o, 1f affairs be b you Wwould sblin ig
§ Mdthere.  THLL b of his oroublés: if he has dny G8dividie) dhés,
i 5 s Y Zodr hik Will visvae u6 wble for' the field agedny
" Den't Mllo¥ Wiy you may have thouysht bad $Hd $ Sdmitt vie,
ol ghe pars of Smum, to {ngerfary with a fridhisnif tha¢ alvwhyé
shlinell wa Plessény und ngrebavie As existed hevindh ydu dnd Arda.
#Ubgéy bhiis atbed &8 T have, and th we may HiY placeé «s Hiln
w &8 9H his charseter forf meniineby, 183 W tus snldk oo, -
without £ivivg wﬁmtom foaldriga.. That weuld buv derve te
ot il .i}i,iiém, perhipd usertlnolis. in bocfeby. Spare Hét £edla
Ingl And tBuoh the aubject byt lightly 1f at alli a8 it mmst be ond
ot Wbme paln $o both, thoygh shey nbw realiré pleaiyre therefyom.
Byt the hupr for Dressé Parade triws nigh, #nd 1 must ¢lode for
the i:.?, hopdng shen nttcizh.tnbl._as of E&f%ﬁraﬁt ﬂheah:d ;rﬂ He
“she ohann t. 8 mast go through.  But ¢f (hig I have
{f_m,'q Lelrs; Q-Jmn o thdt he has 68 Svermatoh in the Purs
suing fordes’and hdpe he may gét hHis just démdrus. If shé riépo
wp have fpom Paduggh are correcs, He mide But poéor progress in His
dbsigr &Ff erippling ews Army. -Tri#, the bownh whb deexed bwt I -
tllmf;hm & genuire Rebels and sympathiZers wewrs noy the Hedvy
osuib. _
; imt Kenttoky bonfinte her cburse and she will but ihvise sHess
binfuiders o het safl mnd Honk be thore tb mourn but hew bwr ghiliy
drnanicensl.  Shoyld Mbrghn or Longstreét efféct an shtrance in
exsvarn Ky. they wotld then £1nd the trtie siuise &f she Rébellien
at Home.  Buy We shis &% {t may, 'twould have bl lévyle rasuft on
ghe gfdnd campaign that 1 expeot o see comménded and caryied ot
kh-i:.war. Wheshpr we ﬁl’;‘{ll veud 4 Melping HéAd therdin, wéw
nh 4 be seen. Ky w 8 wédy we can but hUps &¥ 1n she pasy,
thiy oflé Just avid Alndghéy POWEY biay shield Ahd cabry ue trilitphs
antly throwth. = '
gedrge hhs Zoné $U Chaptanooga this afterhoon to feturh t6-
moryrbw, THe Inidard Agent there has jnst sent forty barrels of
potatops here for thig Indiana Reginatits. We come in for dbomt
twelve barrelis. Last Week We had of him, five basfrels of Erdut.
Bully for the Iridiana State Agency, s&y we.
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Bul phé Alkbmbly naw Biresdy sbunaed. Lqve to ail and kipga

she by
: M“ #M.i ;
Dan. F. Griffid,
Ls. _eol-. 38th Ind. Ves. Vol.

t wnuloes y anwi&r Fhofpt Thom tiy Ordfknes dﬂiha; whiok

rits Vi sy m-pafta. I mint o0 gne vetore o iy h«m e

miiu ‘s hﬂm D4q yau wﬂuiﬂl 447 5
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Graysville, Ga., April 4th, 1I864.

My Dear Wifte:'

Four o'clock P. M. with orders for Dress Parade at
five provided our April showers that have been falling for the last
forty hours will permit; then closes the mail and hence will close
my little talk with you for today. Wrote you Saturday, told all
the news going and yesterday could noy make up the usual budget; in
fact the morning passed rapidly, inspections, etc; then dinner, the
second course of which was delicious peach pie, ( don't you wish
you had been here? ) then - the Major and I surveyed all the adjacent
ground to f£ind a place suitable for target fIring; closing our
ramble by going to Church in the I04th Ill., there listening to an
elogquent discourse by the Chaplain of the 94th. That over,Dress
Parade, supper and the evening spent socially around my tent fire,
the glowing blaze from seething pine knots adding much to the
cheerfulness of the hour. Nothing then wanting to meke it an hour
of happiness but you and Frank: this denied me, we had to chat:
cheerily to keep our spirits up, for now the day that had been so
bright had given way to lowering clouds and the muttering thunder
was soon rollowed by a heavy rain storm. For all this, the Major
and I slept dry and warm at least, on the downy sfde of my eight -
dollar Buffalo and could at leasy think and dream of you. 'Twere
useless to say I wished myself with you, you know I did, but then
came thoughts of why this separation and in submiszsion to the calls
of country and what I trust to be he rulings of a Divine Provi-
dence, I could bui bow my head acknowledging that perhaps it may be
for the best; still trusting in the decrees that I believe are
written, to bear me safely through.

I would this strife were over now, yet believing firmly that
our future peace depends solely on the exertions of the true, at
this our hour of peril, I must say 'tis best the cup should be
drained now rasher than a few years should witness a renewing of
the great contest in which we'are engaged.

But of this enough; lex me continue to tell of things we know
of; that the night, thoughdark and stormy, passed gquietly away and
~this morning's sun did not call me o0 a very early breakfast. How-
ever, I had it in due time and as the day has been copiously
sprinkled with showers, I have confinedmyself in doors; one result
- of which is this letter.

' Have received notice that a Grand Review of the Div. will be
had by ¢en'l. Thomas on Wed., end tomorrow, weather permitting, we
have a practicing Review by Gen'l. Johnson. S$o much for the busi-

T



386

ness of thé twWwo days: you know the preliminaries attending such
periormances as well as the details o¢f the day and will no doubt

h you were here as last year, amongsu the reviewing train, hold-
!ﬁg firmly your spirited charger( Sorrel )} and occasionally think-
ing or the’blaokbe???%i just beyond the lines and the pleasant ride
thereto. Bfit this denied you, I hope yau are even now able to
take the plesgant ride though neither Sorrel, his master, nor the
blackberries are in view.

By the widy, I want you to send me two pairs of glovss (coxton)
good onss Hnd not tqQo large,for Dress Parade exercises; also a pair
of light bugk gauntlets. I like something similar to a lady's rid-
ing glove provided you van find them large enough. Also a pair of
shoulder it?apd, as _recent. Orders do away with those of last year,
-parmitiiﬁg ‘Phly the wearing of the leaf. I guess those you took
ot £6r me will answer every purpose; they are equally good as the
6oht, and will wear guite as long; so you need hot purchase new
onés for b, I will send Fliza she leaves when off, to oompenuata
tor the losa of the aforesaid articles. :

Should no one be coming down sooén, you can forward the shings
to me by madl., Perhaps Lt. Van Dusen is coming soon.

But thé 0all hag already sounded and I musti close: the coffee
‘mill is al#o goding, that indicates business,

I lopk for g letter from you vhis evening; and do hope you are
sti1l improving, and Frenk well and good as ever.

Lo?ﬁ to all at home,

Ever your devoted husband,

Dan. F. Griffin.
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Qraysville, Ga., April 7th, I864.

My Dear wife: _
: Yestoerday we had our Grand Review of the Div., but

owihgs to the bad ground, the Brigades were reviewed separately;
making for wl) thas, a very good showing indeed. Our Regiment had
300 men or the field, while quite & number wera gngaged on the
usual camp duties. We now numher 26 Officers, 378 men present; de-
diagt the Héddl percentage for sick ( 5% ) and you have our foroce, &
larger Repitt. than we have had since the Stone River engagement.
Ouf regiments are #ll larger now, and the Brigade, thbugh 3 Regi-
metits were avsent, made a very good showing .

Gen'l. T. appeared in his tsual style, looking nmgh as ha dia
& year 6indd, when you witnessed our Review at Murfreesboro.

The 33rd and 42nd Ind, have not yet joined us; they are now
en rbute from Chattanedga and will be hére sobdn.

Buv ! will have $0 cus shors my letter of this morning, as I
have just recéived orders to move to Parker's Gap, on pdéket duty,

- to be gone until Sasurday. Meantime I may not have much tlne” to

write you. Our Div. sends a regiment to the (ap every three or
four dsyl. staying thus long to prevent marching back and forth sa
aften. I trust that we may have good weather and am very hopeful
that we will, as s0 much bad weather has just passed, and today
the sunshines brightly, although a listle shreaiening, with April
showers.

Did not receive your Sunday letter last evening but look for
it tomorrow morning, with yowr P. S. of Monday. tNora's brothert
told me last gven{ng %hat Frank was well: how he heard it I cannot
say! I dinn't ask him. He also thinks of getting up an elabbpaté
map of the cﬂuntrfg fdr your Gallery of Art. 1 will have Him ihe
clude Parker's Gap in the general landBodpe.

Our boys have jult been surprised by the arrival bf sergt. Joe
Redding, Co. D, who wag captured at (hickamauga, s58p¢. r9vh, 1883,
and 18 now fresh from Dixie. Fachped brice redm Richmdnd, wes re-

‘taken and escapéd & kboond timé fidm them, He is yet dressed in

tull Rebel uniformj that is, faded and tbrn bybtternus pafits, shirt,
shoes, and ocap much of the sdme style, lohg hair,unshéiven, and in
tast, looks like a Reb of the guerrilla style., Ha# seen quite

. ‘'snough of Rebeldom and don't think of taking passage Baoon again.

No news to tell you from. the front, in fact ribthing transpir-
ing of interest.

4en'l. Thomas goes to Ringgold today to review the trbopes at
that point. T see Ly the papers that Gen'ls. Gresham, Stdarkweather

and qQthers have been confired, but no action yet on the dther as-
pirants in that way.
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1 look for thé (ol. aown soon irom what you wrote me last; bLut
not with certainty until aiter the TSth.

but there :o0es tihe A#sembly and T rust close, (et on my hifp
voots, iy ri;hving coat | all Lut the tisht part ), mount my vhoss:"
and off for the front.

By the way, Jim thoush a little stift, is doing well as could
ve expected on our Btyle ot foracse. T think now, that he was
slightly fdundered on grain, while at home. He will get over it.

Hoping ybu are having some happy times and wiih kind remem-
brances 10 friends and love «0 all at home,

I am ever yours,
Dan. ¥. Gritfin,

Lt. Col. 38th Ind. Vés. Vols.



<)fﬁi

Parker's Gap, Ga.,
P- {'1- April Bth’ 18640

My Dear Wife:

I wrote you & hasty nate yesterday betfope leaving
cdmp, which with a hasty one today, will answer in place of one
good one. Mgved from camp shortly atter I0 A. M., #&rriving here
abouv noon ( % Img miles ), relieving the Isy Wis., who were ter-
rivly gléad to see us. Bivouaced on their vacated ground, myaelf
and 8tové Gcoupying a rrame house in the moush of the Gap, which T
find a moss ddnvéndent and excellent shelser from the wind and
wedthier, d¢ well K& rrom the rain that fell la#s néght.

With 4s, or rather T find here, the I8th Hegul&rs, btne Battal-
ionh oomaatded by the Ofticer who ravored you with the muibulance at
Andersoh's the day of your desparture North; one Japt. Smith, a
quéer, odd name, ubut a zood Orficer without dry dodbt. This gives
Wk a very reépecfable force here whilé we aré in sight from the
hills of Graysvifke, Ringzold and Ooltewdh od the Knékville Road;
connecting with esch as well d4s with Lookddt Mt. by Signal Stations
so that I consider the position a zood one ak well as suéfe.

Scopting parties are sent to the front daily, she one yester-
day catching sight of a few Hebels, soms five miles éut, but who
made themselves scarce in shor aorder. Their advapce videttes are
about that distance and rearely vengure claser that I oan hear of.

The (&py is very narrow, & good sfzed gree¢ felled asaronss being
syfficient tov obstruct it 4 emill, cled® stream tumbles down the
clefté Of msione, and the races to two BmMll mille yet remiin as
evidehces of rormef habitations and fnduSitry. One dJf thess hes
-een entirely destroyed, tiie one rémaining, & saw mill yét zténding
just beyend the pfckes, is BHily being démolished t¥ ti8H Brels
ter for the sqldier. The rdoé, rodd and atréim occdﬁf ¥ full
width ¢f the gap, while oh the right, téwers Tayloer'd Ridgéd I wbula
judge about a thous&and feey, virsling off to tHé soush toward Ring-
gold. On the lett rises the Blue Mt. somewhat higher than the
Ridge, bearing north-edst to the Tenn. river, there #1ﬁgitn5 with
the many spurs and ranges of the (umberland.

Fraom vhe stwmnit of these the view 1s grand and extensive.
Range atter range of hills and mountains meet the visiqn untii
eastward it becomes lost in the blue outlinés of the NoFsh (arellina
and Virginia mountains. Norsh-east the Cunberalnd, wewt and nérth
thhe Raccoon ana [ookout ran:es, while south the amne odritinflous
hills loom upr in rugged srandeur.

From Graysville here there is not a farm until you strike this
narrow valley, where a rew tolerable f{arms are chalked out; hut
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mostly vachted, lences down and in every way dilapidated. Rlse-
where than the valley mre stony hills and ridsges, tit enly figr the
srowth ot small oaék, pine and ueor;ia Lowlders. :

But bLeyond all these ran:es nmst we lopk for the wmch talked
ol “Sunny South", for $ni® is not it, in ejther land Q¥ ¢clime; the
March winds are today howling ardund us and vegotqﬁ* n ng further,
in tect not so far advanced as in your yardg on the gﬁ#g sre my de-
parture from you last. Howdver, when we get thepg (¥) I will write
you of 1it¢.

Gedrge,who had loaned his heorse to Major darzen $0 g0 tQ the
field of ¢hattanooga, did not come out yestgpday, but joined us
this morning with the paperd; but my lewuer et 9 be locked foér in
today's mail; & deley having oscurred somephers. HEA 4 notion to
order him back to try azain, but thought if puhishséid wers nis aup
he would get it sooner hepe. He just thought 6f galhg dut with our
scoutifig party to the rront, but I find him #6411 vy the fire,
reading the Wandering Jew. :

He mite @oms remarké about rrank's havihy exocdlleht .'umgt. do
fear of consumption in His oase; that hé rulés the hoube dnd kil
that {6 in it, ete, ete . T think soémebody mugt bé tellirpg stor-
iek onh the buy., I &hall logk after the coriépiracy, if dtdh exists.

All doing well nere, will be selievéd tomorrow and gd back to
Ringgold. :

But uy mail carrier is ready t0 stars for tawn and T must
close. Love t0 all at home end kiss zhe bdy.

Fver yours,
Dan. F. Griffin.
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Graysville, ua.,
Monday P. ki. Apral TIth, T884

My Déar wif'e:

I wrote you & hasty pencil scratch from Parkenrn's uap
and fiexy mwrnind was ravored with yours af April Ird ang 4th, e
périvct ddsls in the desert of loneliness that pervadss the vicine
vy ot the Gap. 8§eated oh & heighboring boylder T loest ho time in
thaodng tHe contents. Glad to hear all were ietting alohs ¢ well
thoush not yet owe¢ of doors; bnt you will enjoy it all the méx‘e
when you do get started. .

Frank must be an appreciatcive youitiy man t0 laugh at Misx Hif«
fert's vest song, though I miet cgnfess I esaw & house full ready *¢§
do &0t then the rendering iz excellent &nd doubtless enhanced by
the re: 7 -ion and practice sjnce wmy depagsure, and eqliels perhdps,
my own or whe eriginal rendering. By the way, while on the show
business, I #eé Ly the pdpers you sent me that you are noW &pdrting
& theasre, two o¢ircuses, a panorama, etoy réally what times Hdve ye
fallen upon &nd whén do you expect rorgivendss for she doings of
your city! Nothing but a return of thé yeterans will save you, as
from exaumple mych may ve learnsed.

Also see that iy friend Kelso has Leen elected 4 «J. P.V and
doing business largely. You may engapge him to sell for you two or
three 6f your corner lots in Graysville, & small farm at Parker's
Gap wish the {wpcovements thereon, congisting of one hHousem sin;le
room with kftcheh atttécHed, one sséble, frams, dog kennél and five
fende rails, alsd the remdining iron work 6f the burned mill, at
sgme puine. Terms cagh or zood notes with 8% interdst, tq run
six months. For plats ¢0f the above property youw can cell on Adjt.
Devol, who¢ is ready to make all nee&iul suwrveys and fiwnish drafte
at short notice. :

Anether item I szeé¢ is, that tHé Légion {s under orders and
ready tor the fray at lérng range, say 300 miles frum the enemy. T
feel that your parsonal g&f'ety from attaek i8 now segcdred heyond
peradventure.

Am real sgrrvy ydu héve not yet enjdyed oré 8f those rides you
s0-much wish for, but be nbt tod early te Vverivure. Would shat T
could be with you to #sgis! and aceomapny gg?, but ér¢ that we nmst
nave soire advive caupai ning and I awm hbpétful that when the nove-
ments Leixin, 'twill be with such means 48 will warrdnt every suo-
cess. I am certain that our Armies are stfbnger at #l)l poihtk than
ever Lelore and it does seéem to me that whén <hey move 'twill be
with irresistable power. 1 trus. i¢ may prove sufficient %o break
down all btasrisrs acainse vhe Old Flaz and vhat ay an early date.

Althow.: our iroiiy here mav e somewhat weak yet rrom the e-
position ot vhe torces, 1 am satistied thae av vhe propdr tirnd we



cen move with twice the ssrength or o Army at Chickamange. ‘This
it the concentrattons aronnd us are all made and T douhbt not buy
they will be at the proper time. 0f course ¥ ¢an form no opinian
ol the part we may be called on to play, Lyt be it what it may, T
nave trust in the uvuiding Power tha+ hag thus t'ar carried us safelv
and viceoriously throi:h.

Buv I have Aot told you of my returm fpom the Gap. 8Sat. noon
“ere relieved py the gnd Onio, Gol. Mgfook in Qomusnd, ne having
just arrived from the North. They will sway for five days on duty
there. We arrived sarely durlng the atternoon and enjoyed a irood
gupper, our appe+ites having veen much sharpened by the march as
well as the interior diet while in bivouac. I had there tor the
tirst 3ime to try my teeth on the hard tack, and succesded well
endwh. By whe way, I have nou suffered with 1ay veeth in the least
since lsaving you, & happy circumstance indeed.

Yesterday we s}ent not very protitably or religiously; dfd not
“atbend Churoh, tho h I tried to have the Chaplain of the 94th
pteach £éf wus: p#&? s engagements prevented. it and the day was
wihned away 4n dmidefon if not in commniskion. However, I dressed
up, held Parhdd; evé, forgot to shave, but today had my hair out to
meke aunends; will #haveé by next Sabbath, T -expect.

Capt. Bird wab mmeh ouliged for your favor, desired to be re-
membesred, eyc. Your army friends all esk for you and the "messt
elways glad to hear fraw you and the boy.

Bill {8 dieposéd ve stop my writing as he is just now calling
for whe bOys o0 Betv the table, while the perfume of our "sassafrac"
tea and hot bisouit t¥1l me the time is but short. Also the arpi-
val of dut mail boy 18 momenvarily loaked far, en route o she
Brigade with hjis mail.

Onte 61 my wockin; birds has made his appravance and is doing
mush singing! this moymring he wakened me when reveille failed to do
0. I wish you c¢ould have him as he is an extra good singsr.

I would llke vo wee that good boy Frank, laugh if he would,
cry if he must, s8till I should love to see him and with him, your-
self. You tell mé he growa so fat thas I gueés 'twould be hard to
recognize him, yer I think I could, without much trouble.

Lové 1o all friends,

Ever yours,
Dad. ¥, Grigfin, =
bt. Gol. 38tk Ind. Vet. Vold.
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@raysville, Ga.,
4 P. M. April I4th, I884.

My Dear Wife!

Last evening my expected leyter not at hand, but was
soon asdounted for, as two of ow boys walked out from Chattanooga
and told me that the Qol., Chaplain and others were there and would
be out in she morning ( today ) , I @&t once set it down that my
letter was dn the hands of some of them. Today the train came on
vite and Jusy 48 I was §tarting with the Battalion to the field for
target pradtiue, the Col. on his sorrel charger came into camp.

Not however, until noon did I zet the letter as I was already on
the way. Heave now yours written on Friday and Saturday; the Qol.

- tells re thavy you have written something lazer and thinks Charlie
Van Dugen efther has it or that he has carefully laid it away to be
found jerhiapt toworrow. But without your last note I am grateful
for your well4being, ae Qol. tells me you had been to his house, on
the street, ete, listening to circus bands and other performances:
he also tells of ¥rank's being very well on Sunday when he was over
to 8é¢e You, thinks htis a nice boy ( which he is, isn't he? ) etc.

George ha# just sent me in, a halt sponge cake, with compli-
ments, ete, the firpt fruits of his box orf good things. Col. says
ne has mich also In the wav of something to eat, so that I shall deo
well, exceedingly a6, Yor some time. By the way, my supply or
rather the supply yohy mother put up for me is just closing out, sag
that our second reliet comes in very opportunely.

_ Oulr oountry molasses ( which wes tip-¢op ), butter and other
ﬁeljcaoiec have gone the way of all the earth, Lut we are tolerably
well supplied by our Commissary, which with an occasional barrel of
potatoes €y, Iyom the Ind. State Agency at Chattgnooga, keeps our

; lerder in very fafr océndition.

5 Ool. sénda love and to tell Mrs. Scribner that he is hers,

i well ana in good sp{ritg; his horse came through all right. He

fil will £br the preserit Ldécate with us in the Regiment and a]though
1 veing in Command, wants Major and me to run the machine un%il he

i rifids how matters will turn up here. I think there will be sooh #
reorzanization of tlie Army; perhaps {t may sive him a Brigade or
something else; have not yet learned from him whesher there are any
adaitional assurances rrom Washinsztdn.

But in coie supper; I must olose to6 parsake ard very scbn
close tnis letter that 1t may so0 in tonignt'd mail,, I now resl
that you will ve lookin: for 1t at least one day hefore {ts Ardi-
val.

Not 2 word of news here to tell you oi tnis Dept., waitin; T
presune 101 moverents to c¢Omaence eluewnere, :
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Have just coupletsd my supper, a enial repast of “ssassatraat
te8, good lignt bredd, ham, mackerel, ple, niolasses, potatees and
exdellenty cake! pretty -00d tor ¢amp Lsre, in tact I feel as thou-.
I had partaken or a swaptuous repast; sutricient to last my ap)e-
tite for at least twelve hours.

Georze hae Leern sutlering with a gore and stitt neck all day;
is now up and .was at supper wish s} has just returned from the
Chaplain's teny with a lettveér and says he is all ri:sht now.

Our boys in 0o. P!t yuatters have cdmnenced their evening
dance, the old violin is screeching its melliiluous straing and the
boys &are happy.

But witH love to all at home I must hurry this off, tyasting
1% way tind you as well as it leaves

Your most obdt. husband,
Lt. 061& Ban.
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Qraysville, Ga., Aprtl ITth, I8a4.

My Dear Wite:

Sunday arsernoon, woen solafers off duty can either
sleep, walk, write to thedyr ewdethearts, thdse ¥ho are so lucky as
to have them; whiles the luckieet ag well as the best inaividuals in
the Army can wrise to thelr wives, sons, dawshters, e%tc. Of the
lat{er c¢lass or rather %o it, I belong, and discarding the nap, the
walk or ride, shall wiitp 1y wite and,son, happy in the conacious—
nees of having such tb writs to.

A year sonce and the letter to uy sweetheart would have taken
1t place; written wigh & 1mgh zeal jerhaps, but not with the
privilege aof calling you wite, vhough & vear esfnce I began to think
and #ish much to do sp. The wishinz and thinking culminatin: in =
leave ot mbsence and shen two menths of trhe¢ happiness, was it not¢
Qaly marred by the thoRjshts of an advance and separation. I have
rejolced & thousand times that my determination was made and teken
when §t was and cannet now think 6Ff éne regret for thus making for
the tiluwe; two of us happy; and even now I shink I have much more to
Iive for, t¢ cAre ror, to love; and lo6ck upeon 11fe as sweeter than
ever {n anticipation of its enjoymeént with you in quiet and peace
al'ter the uavioil or Rebellfon has passed awey. I trust the Provie
dgnece thut ¥8 wielding this wishty Army way soon hasten this great
dsy of rejotcing. fWould that 1t were foamorrow, hut the Fruit is
not yet ripe, though Y trugt it may prove so ere the coming of anw
dther Spring. Boon we shall Le ¢alled ypon 0 celebrate the annt-
varsfry of our wedding and froin 4t I trtgt you may enjoy happy emo=
tions and sheughts. Frenk will havea 1o act the part of representa-~
tive and I doub® not you find him capable ol concentrating your
love and in yesurn, giving all that he kndes how.

But I alh wanderfny 1Yom loy kearinys and migt come back to the
realities of things around ms, else you will think I have aftey all
3y spectal pleadings, gore in search of the alternoon nap.

Thig morning, by invitation, the Rb%. Allington, Chaplain of
94th Ohia V., ypreached for fiv and & genufne sood eermon it was; I
as8ure you. He 16 an eldguent, rpowarful spesker and leaves no
stone unturned. I wigh yofi could have heard him, as I know {t
would not only have pleased but interedted you rmech. 0ur Chaplain
assisted at the Services ana will preach tor us this evening, so
yon will obaerve tiiat we are ralddly making amends for pag~y nes-
lect, Invited tne Qnaplains to dine witrni us and had a very jleas-
ant Jdinner rartvy, without zny ot the reserve udually .houghi to ‘e
inciden,al =o e¢he sociery of Ministers: this together with vhe ;ood
valn s Lrovidea vy Carpsnger, hagiened tae plsasures o6f the hour
anad azaed nmceir 1o ste Lenialicy of our - uests.
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Geor e, thoign hils neck was avift, at-wenanel in tppradris jar-
gona®, Rpburty like «ife was on hang, ntlel sy Gol . and Mo op
crou it up the rront &ndd rigar tlank s8:ht weeeily. This overn, i
pacoy dlpyersad anu your wost obdy. &fver some naavoigavls businesy
ag ¢amugneed hie recreation of love. A ¢all fyaom Lev. Ool. of tan
Te4th Il. hag for & tiue {Nterrupted the rlow ol iy arfeotfons in
the proper channel; Lut now the ceast is c¢lesr t11l Dress Papade.

The Major hgs wakened and desired to present lida kind rezards
% yoursels, Mrs. Canpten, Miss Qompton, ets, eta, not fouzettin:g
¥rank. Qearge, yho was piptding by, desired thay his love be pre-
sonted vo my wire, which I told him gouldn't pp dene, then he
thotighs I might rorward it to my boy; bus I sujggested a stick of
eanyy ag yerhaps & ia0re suitsble article and one that would be per
kaps mors appreotdated] when he gadd he wonld sbénd him a pﬁeqe gf
cakd, the la#t Bupply I'xaio his wQther. I he don'v rerzet it, Y#ﬂ
iy look ror it in due tiwe. :

By the way, I didn"t tél] you shat on the Uadonel's arrival,
I detalled & party ror liowke imAlding, ad ocut’ enpply of vetbs ds
now vepry iimited anc yith the fly ot the Ghapiain's tert foF &
foor, they w46 had & pine hut eracted, aslibed with wmd, a rlce
rireplébe and all the comt'opss of & canp homd; house the vlze 0f =
wall tent with hiszhey sides and rooring. This bardly compl etéd
witan an Order ceme assigning him %6 thé ¢omnand o# the Brigad-,
Gen'l., Qarlin baving gene to Nanhvflia 40 be zoua teén drys., It
would not surprise .ae 11 iw staid a 1ondeﬁ $%tx® ma I lHedkd tltas hb
ned wede appllowmtion for post dutyg. The Col. hhe ddterminad how-
ever, for the presefit to remain wlth e, sping wo Brig. Hemdqwars-
eré 4o sttend to business, but 1ivihg 1%ke whive ro¥ks shoulad ,
alorg; %ivH ws.  Meantime I am ddiHg ag e¢om ordered, lLiving dn the
good srxdige of Iy neigsnpors; well, all ds rair fh waty my neightors
lived wivh we under like cibclivbtartces, and the néw supply arrivédd
jnst in time, as wy 8Wfprly wae avout exhausted.
' But I neveri't 852U yotr ey your lewtar by the @ol. was fo‘ind
in due tite, a); oy whHich I shall iake due tfwe %e enswer, I think
tonfght, as I van tf'orward 1t vomérrow by Sergt. Reddiung who oes
ilome ant iwrlough. I wrote you ol his having jusy arrived trom
Reuel prisons. Powt-Master has oalled for she mail and I muet any
thie short, hoping ft may £ind you in the best ot spirits.

: Thik mornin; we had white frest, and delly wé have teo keep up
our Iirags for c¢omfort's sake, no leavey nave as yeét urijghtened the
forests with their (resance and the wild rlowers so pale, lonk as
tiough shev were unwelcouws juesws in onis ungenial clime.

But the tiie tfor slesin: nes arrived. All well here a-d sead
love. Watih: raelr or 1t to vourselt, Frank aend all at howe,

T ap ever yvours,
L. ¢80l Imn



Gravsville, Ga.,
Svwndav Evening, April I7th, '64

My Dear Wifie: _

I wrote you this af'vernoon by mail and propose in
your' peculiar style to write & small P. S. which I sha2ll forward
tomorrow by Sergte Joe Reddinb. - Revhaps the P. S. may reach you
before tie letter does, it 80, 'you will know ot its coming and if
not obstructed by the Rebs or.detained by slow officials, will
reach you soon after. . "‘v

i left you about the houﬁ for Dress Parade, the call sounded
and algost ready to fall in 1;ne when it commnenced raining; ordered
thé recall which was received with shouts by the boys,. as. they
seemed to be quite anxious to:be relieved. Next on the docket came
the aupper, 'since which time [ the cdatinuous rain prevenming devo-
tional’ exerciges ) Major, @eorge, Robert and Lt. Van have been
telling their stories and jokes with a merry good will. All have
now retired and I am left alone with my thoughts.

But I forgot to mention one thing, during supper the mail was
distributed and for me came your welcome letter of the I3th con-
tafring the ¥Reveille¥, Invitation to the-Dance, and that foolish
comminication of Anbnquus. Ma jor' thinks the boys must have taken
to the Hospital for durin;; the War, as they seem to be making a
business. The invitation I regret not being ables vo accept is widvh
you &8s 'ils now same three days behind the time. By the way, was
the affair for the 23rd, who were thére, etc, etc. $

As to the .other cemnmnication, 'tis hardly worth a tho;ghb,

only if I knew who presumed to address you in that style, I ehould

be very apt to wring his neck. Am real glad ;on sent it to me,
though I have given it vo the flames and shall not attempt to hunt
the aithor tor two reasons; the first, 'twould be a hopeless task
to £ind him, and then 'twould be just what he wants, .to have it
spoken or.-- Should iy be repeated, let me know of it and I shall
set a4 trap ror catching the young man. As to his sayings, give
them no antention,wha}pver, he is an arrant knave, mean ‘and coward-
ly,.and by next month Lerhaps, will swear he is my best friend.

The tact is, I found both O0fficers &nd men running with a
pretty loose rein on my arrival and have gradually tightened up vo
near the old standard and some of them who have been their own mas-
Lers tor a month, find it hard indeed, to come under discipline.
The nat-cord business is, that I found nearly two-thirds of +hem
searing Off'icers cords, some of them having Brig. Gen'l. cords, =and
as it is in airect violation or Orders and Regulatvions, I had the
youny men araw them o1l beiore our last Review; as I did nov pro-
Pose naving Gen'l, Thomas and Stall reviewing my Regiment of Offi-
cters carrying gunse The borys thowshr ctinis exuremely hard, when
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really tiey nave as mucih right to wear e shoulder straps as the
corae. Not wore than tour days elapsed arver the Review Leiore

Orders vame calling attention to private soldiers wearin. the in-
z3ignia ox Ofiicers. As to the matter of Robert 'tis on a uvar with
the omler: I have never,before or since tiie enlistment Lisard any
complaint from any source in relation to him and his mana;enent of

nis Dept. The saying of .George, I rlace tne sawe estimate upon,
exactlye '

I found the guard dutg going at a very hap-nazard rate, and
one night discovered, on ingﬁiry, that two of tne guards hade left
their rost, gone . to their tadts and doing about as they Lleased.
Next day I ordered both of them with another young men who had
rassed a five dollar worthless notse on a washerwoman to ten days
fatigue duty and placed the Corporal in .charge of thém who had
failed to peport them. They have worked their time out meek as
mice and since, I have established a small Camp Guard with an Offi-
cer in charge, I find this very necessary to curb the spirit of
insubordination. I know the men well enough and they know their
duty well enough, to understand that I never go beyond the limits
of my powers. The fact is; I have been scolding Officers more than
men since our return, for the very reason that they do not take the
care they should of them; and in time they will find who.is their
best friend. But among so many 'tis a rare assemblage if you do
not find some petty scamps. But enough of this and give it no
heed. : . . .
¢ So you have set me down as "another Buchv -although I nmust say
I think I am the same person. After all 'twill not add the gray
hairs any faster will it$ s : :

Tillde is rejoiced but Dan, the scamp, rmst needs have a fight
tirst; perhaps that is his way of loving, though I should ask to be
excused from the style. Am glad tis over with, and hope the worst
has passed.

‘I wrote you this aiternoon ot the Col. being in Gonnmnd.of the
Brigade at present: this relieves George who 81111 adheres to his
determination of not serving with or under him if possible. I
talked to the young man on the subject and rind his ideas deeply
set. Not that he ca’és about having come to the front when he did,
but the attendins circumstances and others of a former date. I do
not think he has been helped any by the arrival of his mother's
letters, as I think she has taken up the idea that George was badlv
treated, and can see nothing else. I cannot think but that the
Col. deserves sympath in this case as I believe he did nothing in-
tenvionally, to hurt the feelings of any gnd he reels peculiarly and
sensitively toward George's fathe; as he has always told me he
had proved a rather to him, and he would do nothing in the world in
opposition to his wishes. George talked of resigning but I told
hin to take tninzs gquiewsly and see whaw was wo be done ere he threw
up his hand. He says he wants to serve until his thrse years are
out just where he is. At present, all is quiet.
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(ol. once said, to marry mskes a man a better man, but that it
reraing to be seen whether it makes a better soldier of him, T
year in wmany cases it does not. _Our venerable friend, Dr. Curry ,
nas just found that his health is declining and that his family
need his attention very mmch, as do also his unsettled accounts of
I86I; under these several convictions he deems it his duty to re-
sign and the papers have gone fip; but I do not think they will go
~throngh; at least until after the Swmer Campaign; for should we
move 1o the front, then aboye all other times do we need the sur-
zeons. But a few days will decide and I will notify you. I some-
times think it wonderful how the Major and I survive while the
young &are thus ‘being hurried to the rear on account of business and
iamilies. :

Have not heard from Col. the affairs in the house of Oarr, but
have some items through the Maj. that I think came from him. How
terrible this must be to him after what he has suffered. "I cannot
concelve how a woman could prove so hase while the husband is nobly
battling for her and his country. The gun-shot wound may heal, bt
the wound of the heart and atfections,never: far better had he re-

* mained on the cold field of Ohickamauge than to have lived to find
such a homes T wish he were able to join us, but fear he never .
can. : ; ' : = ¥y ;

But my dear, the hours wear swiftly away and I must to bed to
dream of you and Frank, which ¥ do often, and oh! how I long to

have the realization of those dreams: but faith beckons me on, be
ot good cheer for all will yet be well. “Faith bears a helping
hand to hope%, and together they carry*me in imagination through
these stormy 'days. May the same shine around you brightly 'my dear,
giving promise of speedy return with many happy days attending.

Kiss our boy; and love to all. :

Ever yOurs,. :
Dan. F. Griffin,
Sty ol 38th Ind. Vet. Vol

Monday Mofning.

My Dear: ‘
All quiet in the camp and friends well.
" Dans
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Graysville, Ga.,
P. M. Apr‘il :)JIEt, IBQJ‘;-

[y

My Dear Wife: -
Have been looking for the arrival of Sergt. Shaw,
for two days, with more than ordinary interest &s by him I antici-
pate a letter from *ou. The train is down today and yet he has not
arrived, though this aiternoon may bring another train and pernraps

“hime . But in the absence of news for a few days, for 'twas on Mon-

day " shat I received your last, I always indulge the belief that yon
are.getting along well.

v % put in my days of camp life as becomes & soldier; trying to
do my duty to the country that I trust will be able to amply pro-
tect our rizhts and interests in future. - e

As yet the genial clome of southern spring has not visitea us
though for the past few days fires are only requisite morning’ and
evening.  Nature is trying hard to force the leaves of spring upon
us, but has thus rar almost totally failed, as our bare hill-sides
but too plainly show. The rain has left us for almost a week and
we are having at least dry weather and dry roads. Camp exercises
daily, with most of the morning devoted to target practices, After-
noons to reading the news, writing and occasionally a small nap.

Everything on the front quiet andi'as yet I see no indication
of a speedy move. Gen'l., Carlin has:again returned, which places
Col. B8+ in Command or the Regiment, though he desires the Major and
me& 1o run the machine, he wishing to be but nominally in Command.

"How long this may continue or what may be the Col's. prospects_ for

e speedy chanje, I cannot say. Perhaps il there is a reorganiza-
tion of the Army, as I have heard there would be, it may make some
position for him. I wish it were settled for his sake; as for my-
self, it makes but little dirferénce one way or the otHer; I gener-
ally haye my hands full anyway, whatever the pogition I may occu-~
py; and would preter it sb, else ennui and blues might overtake me.

George, Robert, Major and all are well, and amongst us able to
pitch & jame 01 horseshoes most every day, and put in the evenings
at a social jame of whist or euchre; though for the past few even-
ings George has not jnined our party, I think because of his feel-
ings toward the Col., which seem not to improve. Aside from this
little tamily issue, all :oes "merry as & marriase LellY amonxst
the clans.

Col, Bassiord “that was a Col.¥ slent the eveninz with us on
Tuesday; out or tiie Service, the pressing necessities ot atfairs et
home renderin.; this ste] absolutely necessary, thoush he hated very
imcea tuat it should ve so; says ir necessary however, he will re-
turn in time, even sthouch it be with a mmsket on his shoulder, etc,
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enc, aa intindtwa: all pi whichh cannpt e S6ea evackly, as bie hing
searcvely ween witi: hiis Reglment turee days since they lef't Marireess
coro, In I8B83. I wrote you @l the pressin.: necessities ur ;ian: Sur-
Zzeon Curry toward tiie Losom of his family; well, the Dr's. pare
hiave been returned, "not accepted®. The ract is, T think it bLe-
cones every Medical Orficer in the Army to remain with it,nnw that
every vrospect ahead seeins to indicate a stirrin:g campai:n; when
their services if ever, will be needed most. And I think the pres-
ent, not the time ror them to leave us, as tie vacancies could not
be easily rilled and it they were, 'twould be with inexperienced
mens Dr. seems to think he will have to keep trying until he
w]learns how" as he says, to resign. T think next fall would be am-
ple time Tor that class of officers anyway, who have but little
risk to run in the way of meeting estray bullets. :

Trains passing close to our camp daily, make us feel as though
¢ivilization had not departed from the land; thowsh elsewhere ap-
pearances tell sadly against this desolate region. We have a daily
mail, and papers though a few days old, possess all their interest
tor us and are purchased freely.

The affair near Columbus, Ky. is the last stirrin; act in the
drama and I think should be sufticient to set the loyal North in a
blaze oi excitement until the means were provided for preventing =
revetition ot the scenes. But the day of retribution for these
outlaws that thus set aside all rules of honorable warfare, will
surelv come., They have inenjsurated in that Dept. and I misvake the
spirit of the times, i1 i- is not avenged. It does seem to me that
the blame must rest somewi.ere to allow our River Points to be thus
menaced and waken, while so many means of reinforcements are at
hend. Yet we nmst look for some or the small losses, as the spiris
of the Ariwy seeunis to be on concentration, and when the large bodies
do move, 'twill ve with such wmighty .force a&s to require every nerve
ot the Contederacy to meet it. And ir tiiey can be overthrown, as I
trust they will, the side issues can ve attended to in short order.

These little afialrs, though harassing, have pbut little influw-
ence on the general results. Am glad pou vake the Gazette, you
will 1'ind in 1t much usetrul intormation on all our National trou-
blgs; and as general rule, pretty reliable as to news,

Have heard nothins; ot the conings of the Pay-Master and lest
you be outv of funds by this time, I purpose o divide what I have
left, arter runnin:; the mess since tny arrival here, and enclose
$20.00 Hope it may reach you in satety, as I imagine ti will be
a welcowme Zuest. The Col. brouzht some Com. money for the Officers
and I propose to liave some of them run thie eating departinent for a
tine,.

T see old is stddl-calhs wl, 8208 witis it ol cowurse, Wp . 0es
everytning thas qoes Yo sustain lires And I lzar that ere long,
moGey erash mey come npon us tuat «wi1ll ulace us buf little above
viie Conlederacy. 8till T hepe that donsre-ss will apulu a remsdy:



402

ey aye talulan: moch ok dodo; Ydctle., The Tarz BilY will 1-e que
& livtle revenue and save periiaps, a furtiier issue or currenzy. I
iepe it wmay stdli, iy the erash does colies

Many in the North who are now livin_ =so tast, will come dowre
10 tie old level. T trust legislation may eftect some tansiicle re—
sults ere Congress adjourns. However, much will depend upon the
success 1t the Summer Campaign.

If they come up to0 our exrectasions, 30ld must coime down from
tiie fictitious value 1t now has, and all else will come witna it.

Indications or the weather point to a rain this atfternoon,
wiich in the absence of picket or other duty to rertform, can -have
but little effecs upon our :eneral good spirits.

Almost the hour for Dress Parade and closing of the mail tor
today.

Love to all at home and friends around.

Ever your devoted husband,
Dann Fl GI‘ifI‘in.
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My Dear Wire:l

I had uardly closed my letter to y»nu on Thursday and
sent it to the Qhaplain's tent when the arrival ol Serst. Shaw was
announced; and soon arter, came your letter ol Sunday snd packa e
af Jloves, ste. OF the latter ariicle, they ave Just what I de-
sired and will answer every purpose required ol them. The shoulder
straps have Leen placed on the coat and answer every rurpose. For
your trouble I send you many kisses and shall pay on the first op-
portunity promptly and with all the interest asked, The leaves
that have fallen from their position under the influence of Dept,
Orders, I enclose to you with the recommendation that Frank be at
once appointed to the highly honorable and dignitied position of
Lt. Col., enter at once upon the dischar;e of his many duties and
wear the insignia of his rank in spite ot Orders. Expect he will
se able to appear on the next Review and Inspestion or the "Horie
&uards".

Your letter thaw you spoke 01, tellin; or the dance, ljas not
v2t arrived, but suess 'wwill Le alon; soon; shall look for it this
evening. So my Jefrersonville friends called on you; should like
to iave seen tiie young ladies, thoush I doubt imuch i1f I should have
kaown them, as they were but small gsirls wien I saw them last.

Miss Re. was always & modest, retiring pretty little girl with but
little to say and T had imagined she would make a handsome womsan:
&s to Miss Sallie, sine favored the old lady too strongly in rerson-
al appearance as well as in mind and manners, to have prepossessed
me very favorably., 1 see wvour preterences tear out iy stippositions.
0f cource you said iy "pressing business and tamily cares®" alone
prevented iy calling. i

I wrote you oy tie return of Gen'l., Carlin and that the Col.
had taken up his quarters witih us; he is now in Cowmand, and I pre-
suwne waiting patiently.

) Yesterdavy for the t'irst time in twenty montns :ild we have a

i Dress Parade with thrge Field Officers: that with the addition of

3 recruits makes things appear as they did lang syne. Had this morn-
ini 409 enlisted men present.

Your j.redictions as to George are being verified, yesterday he
vendered his resi:snation. He says that ne would like to stay his
tine ont, etc, bur will not it he can help 1%, with Col. S. in Co:r
wand. Based his resination on rounds ot misvnderstandin: with
nnis superior oificer ete, which he alterwards chan.ed, as tais
oiont have led to tite appoinutment ol a Board ior examination of ¢
¢ase, Ana now ueses it on ais desire to enter the Naval Service.
Gols; thinkisn cod ey lead to worce, iae Llaeed a favoraule nn-
dopsement on tile paper sad I tndnk it «ill o throu n. 0Of course
ror kinaness o: reelin s toward tile Col. 'tis Lest not to mak
cawse assi ueda, op meal cause knows; taoullt w2 indon is, thet an
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exal dnation woula place him ri-hit upon the card, vet he szws rather
ti1an wou.ta tviie reelin.s or BGeor e's :at.er, e will bear the wiiole
QL i I savisgsed Geor;e to take no shech stepy Lul e was tully de-
terimined in it. He may nave otiner reasons tiian those known to 1]
certaeinly ne mist to make me justity his conduct. He see:s to ror-
set tnat to the Col. he owes evervtihing, so rar as his connection
withh che Reglmen+t and Service 1s concerned, and promotion therein.
Over a direct promnlse vo Dos, he was made Ser;t. Maj., simply be-
cavse his arm at that time wnfitted him tor any other position.

And this circwastance led to his promotion to the Adjutancy. But
this is but the experience of everydaay lire, in the army and out or
ite I trust Georie may convinue out or the Army, the habits con-
tracved <herein, whough I reayr the evil effects oi either City or
Naval lifre uron the mind of one who has heretoiore been B0 seasily
led, I trust however, he will continue in his course as marked out
here.

Today we nave had constructed a pine bouzh shed in front of
our gquarters, which is found to be exéeedingzly asreeable, ror the
sur is beginning to shine with some vigor, thoush the winds howl
continually es becomes the zusty days of March. Our Chaplain hes,
witi the assistance of volunteers, erected a Chapel 28x48 ft., of
pine logs and bowrhg; seated and *pulpited® in the most approved
Camp Meeting; style, and tomorrow we have the Dedicatory Services.
Wish you were here to attend with us.

Bpare time is now devoted to the healthful and edityins sport
01 horse shoe pitching; which your bvetter halt ( doubtiul about the
vedttery ) is quite expert at, in fact almost able to lead the Com-
mands Our games at the table still come in for a fair share of the
evenings entertainment; and thus we pass -the time, waiting for the
campaizgn vo open; and wishing we were with our wives and buabiles.

Not a word from the front to report you. Everytinin; so far
as I can jndge being quiet, exceedingly so.

But I mmist close with much love to yourseltl, o home tolks and
kisses vo Frank. I do wish T could see tihe boy, as I am almost
rorgetting hiow he looks. His imaze is hov so déeply engraven =s
yours, which cannot be forgotten or blotted out from the mind., Is
that mark yet on Frank's heck ¢

Scold Eliza ror me about twice a aay, 1t don't matter mmch for
wnat, jusy so you scold her. Col. says, don't tfor:;et my love to
wite ana waby and Major D.

Ever yours, dearest,
Dan. ¥. Gritfin,
Lt. Col. 38th Ind. Vet. Vols.

I sent $20.00 in iy letver or Thursday to you. Did it come to
iand ¢
Dane



Graysville, Ga.,

My Dear Wire: .

: One day ot disappointiment tor you I know unless the
wail may prove extremely expeditious, for my Sunday lester which
was - "~ t.poned unvil Mondawy thas I migh<s sive you wne latest intel-
ligence ( mail being closed every day av six o'clock ), was not
even then .ritten and today I am makin: amends.,

Yesterday jusuv as I returned ilrom tar:iet practice, came an Or-
der that I should proceed wish 200 picked men, at once on special
service: and ascertained on reporting that iz was zTo proceed so
Wnite Oak Ridgse below Parker's (Gap and ascertain the truth or fal-
sitv of +he report broushs in by scouts thiat the Rebs had advanced
and occupied certain grounds with a Cavalry Picket. Started as
soon as possible with 200 or the Ve‘erans, arriving at the Gap by
3,30 o'clock. Ascended White 0ak Ridse, 1ull as high as the higsh-
est knobs below your city and scouted for a distance of three mlles
but no Rebs or traces of them. Returned to the Gap by 8 o'clock
P. M. and bivouaced for the nisht; tired I assure you, for the trip
from thiere I made on foot, the extreme rousghness and steepness of
the ground making horsemanship available in only one way and that
by leading up and down. A cup of strons coffee with accompanying
hara tack and ham rendered the evening quite asgreeable and we
yassed the night tolerably well. I spent several hours with the
boys: around their cheerin;; fires which were kept blazing all night.

Today we returned before noon, and are again ready and quite
able ror camp rations. Since dinner I shall confess to having
slept but two hours and should this letter prove somewhat disjoint-
ed, you can attribute it to the lon; nap and consequent derange-
ment of the mental system. Comnld not however, postpone lonser
writing wou and Frank, even though I shall ask to be relieved from
Dress Parade in consequence thereof. Col. 1is here to otf'ticiate
wnile George does the part of Adjt.: Major also in good condition
to o on, having joined me in my arterhoon exercise of sleepini.

Heve noy yet told you that immiediately after the departure of
my Saturday letter I was ravored with yours of tnhe 26th, only three
days irom home ana brin;in; i#ood news ot all teins well.

Sorry your throat does not et beiser; you had Lest go to the
Dr. avout it at once. Gen'l. Johnson, who has been troubled nmch
witin sore throat ( thoush I don'w know that it has been ulcerated )
tells me tine uvest remedy e has ever found is a solution of salt
and wate» withi which to jarsle ti:e t.uroat frequently, during the
sy and nint too, tiow:h I s:ioulidn't waken fror the special pmar-
1OS€E I trust you are uwetter, “ut iy not yom misht try the salt
anid water it you are wiva:out otier remedies zad not wiier treat-
vent.  xiects T shianld e At nand vo ol 1t for wvou, then I know
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Tewonld el you as you have wmch raith in 1y experience and appli-
cations, naven't you? And Frank _ood Loy, has recovered rom his
cold.

You incntion the arnniversary of iy departure trom Murireesiaro
orr iy mission of harpiness; 'twas not ror:iotten Ly me, as is =ny-
thiin; else connected with that memorable trip, and how wonderiml
seem the chanzes since that aated Yet if T have but added t0 your
itours and days ol hapliness I feel tuat I have dones well. I know
that was the result and is now the result in my case: an inmproved
ana elevated enjoyment of life, that was lLefore a stiranj;er ot e,

We shall soon bLe called upon to celebrate the anniversary of
that still briginter day, the 30th ot April, and while doin:; so you
will think mach ot me and kiss our boy many times for both ot us,
won't you?t

(all for Dress Parade has been made and I hear the indomitable
Carpenter issuin: his orders as to that table, yet I shall contirue
my duty of love for this time and compensate ror the delay in lor-
waraing. I would judse Irom your letter that Gen'l. Gresham is go-
inz to the Dept. or tiie Miss. again, instead of to Huntsville as
expected; am I correct? I know the ¢en'l. would like rmuech to Le on
this line under his old Conunander, Sherman,

There, the mail carrier has called tor this coumnication and
I mist hasten to & c¢lose and expect I have told you about all that
I know s&nyway. :

See no inaications of & 8Leedy nove thourh the campai:sn rmst
Legin ere long; not however, Lefore next month. Althoush we know
net what an hour may bring forth in the Eastern Dept., ard that we
will, or mway act similtaneously with them,

Are now under orders to Lrepare for rmster on the last of the
month anu we all trust nad hope ror a visit trom the Pay Dept. soon
therecalter, as tile wants oi the Army in this particular are ;encr-
al. Thoush no sufterin; exists ror the want thereot about these
lremises, I preter however, to secure a supply for your benetf'it
durring the Swmmer months, as you desire to visit with your escort
or Chiet of Statrt, Frank, the watering: places of Hoosier!

But wy dear, I uyst rinish with love to yourself, our boy and’
all at home; and kind rewembrances to triends.

All well with us and many desire to be rememiered,

Ever your devoted husbtand, .
Dan. Pa Grifsin,
L. Col. 388l Ind. Vet. Vols,.
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Braysville, Ga., April 28th, 188641.

lly Dear Wife: :

Spring has at last come from her Souther home, show-
‘ering around us beauties on hill-slde and vale. Already the foli-
age 1s gathering thick upon surrounding trees, she birds taking
quick possession of their leafy boughs and already lending to this
" inhospitable looking country, some of the beauties of a home. With
this hoﬁevar, we have to suffer the annoyances from flies, insects
and a hot .sun that you -doubtless remember imch of, wiile at the
same time, the roads are rapidly gaining firmness sufficdient to
warrant active campaigning. And while on this:subject, it does
seem to me that the time nust soon come for our large force to act.
Already we seem to have suffered many small losses, but they have u
but compBratively little effsct on the general result and I soon
look for movements that more than compensate for these small af—
tairs. ‘'Twill be easy enough to artedn %o these side issues aft
their maid armies have been met and deteated, as I have every hope
‘they will be. Concentration of forces rmust neceasarily leave’ ex-
posed many minor points and many small.zarrisons must fall, yet the
oroﬁninb victory will be, that of crushing either Lee's or John-~
son's Armies and I think the efforts of the nation are now beinb
moved in that direotion.

I know with what interest you watch these movements and that

our ira daily g6 with your country's banners. Much is eéx-
iecgaa ¥0m the movements Fast and I am hopeful much good may come
from them, as the power of our Army in that gdaarter, mist be large
and Gen'l. Grant Has heretotore proved himself able to concentrate
8ll the forces he desires to accomplish his ends. .'And meanwhile
that all éyes are bent in that direction, the Army in this Divemust
not be lightly overlooked, for their awailable force tar exceeds
anything we have heretofore ever had to act with, when once concen-
trated: and ¥ shall miss my guess unless you hear much of import-
ance ftrom 4t during {Le Suraner. 1 do hope the blowe, when ther o
fall, msy be sufticient to crush all opposition, for I think a iew
such affairs as our last at Chattenooga would close the heavy
f'ighting of the War. We all trust it may be Bo0.

I wrote you of my trip to White Oak Ridge, since which time we
have been chiefly restin&, doing but little; in fact living much at
our ease in caiap.

No execiting news but that found in the newspavers and hothing
Iound o1 sprecial interest but letters from homne. By the way, I am
looking for mine this afternoon, with love and kind wishes and mes-
sages Irom nowme.

- No chanzes to note in cawmp; our Officers and inen *rom Ind. are
nearly all wiin us, recruiting havin: ceased for the time. I see
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the Gove Nlas called for 20,000 of the valiant guarids for one hmn-
dred aays; let them come forward at once, I say. I think thev wil)
thoushh all aands North seem to be too intent on .money makin: to
heed promptly such appeals; yet I hope the Army ot 85,000 oftfered
by the West, may become a facte. 'Twould help the cause by reliev-
ing mwany now in the rear to come to the front where we want theum
for real service. The idea of sending to the field such of the In-
valid or Veteran Reserves as belong to the first class, I think an
admirable feature, for many there are therein, fully able to do the
duty and should have it to perform. Don't know how this may suit
the lighv blue sentry, bwt the good and tried soldiers amongst them
will be rejoiced to get back to the front again.

Geurge's papers came back lasi evening 'not.accepted', and he
declares nimself highly satisfied with the result, that he is glad
of 3t, ete, etcs T think imich of his bilttevncgs of feeling_has"
worn orf and that he now looks upon arfairs in their true light. I
tnink he was surprised at the favorable endorsement of Col. S. and
I think, gives him credit for it. I am glad it has cnded as i: dia
as I know it would have been a source of much unhappiness to him in
future, had it been accepted. Gen'l. Johnson thought *'twould be
time enough to resign-after the next battle%; Gen'l. Palmer, that
*the present is no time for 'an officer to resign for such reasons
as given%, @George, I think, is glad of the result as he says he
is; and everything is now moving with us, in pleasant harmony.

Dr. Curry has not yet tried his hand again, possibly he will
wait until arfter the campaign; although since the arrival of his
papers he has been rather on the sick: 1ist.

Col. McCook is over this afternoon and desires to be rémember-
ed vto you and the boy. Qol. 8. and Maj. join in the same, while
@George asks not to be forgotten.

Have just seen the Mail Ambulance pass to Headquarters and by
supper time, expect to be in possession of my looked-for treasure.
Will write you soon if it proves true, and expect I shall, anyway.

But the last chapter must be written; with many kisses to
Frahk and love to all at home, wishing, hoping and praying that all
are well and happy, that you are enjoying the pleasures of New Al-
bany lite with 1ine weather and many Lleasant drives, and rides on
yowmr black pony.

Meantime think of me as ever,

Your most devoted husband,
Dan. P, Grittin,
Lt. QGol. 38th Ind. Vet. Vols.



Graysville, Ga,,
Saturday Evening, Apr. 30, 's4
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we migzgnht have inaulbea in and Pernaps did on that oceasion. I
have thouzht much voday of the occasion and every incident of the
éven tnougn-we® pd-bephréteuyouwany Lumuat-say that_it has caused,
dull hours of ordinary camp life and duties. I have lived again
in memory through tne pleasures of the day and again thank you for
fairer and better proportions; more suilteld td - thne tastes"dnid°Nuviys
of man than I had ever before dreamed 0fs How I wish-that I were
¥ithauon 85, then and that with me you could visit these southern
been decreed otherwise and let us bow to*tnesc unwished and un-

L1l1lsS LUULLLLILG 4 @ Ulauigyes v wae  we== . ik e

ing of my friend Col. Ned for the occaaion, and by the way, I think
'twes a lesson well taiizht him ana perhaps well learned: then the
ton and long search amofigét MrSs: dorivger€acvuiwunartsut.sbirt. but-
aht tAdr&"tAR pleabfl@iv. thE.damare s, then the going to your house,
the days and nights of thoughts and meditations thereon. tiie cere-
mony, iriends, reasting and all, until finally seated in the train,
friend and loved acquaintance fga’'vecome my~aiies” ArvhouBaldttle
thoughts have been with me, a thousand wishes that all may yet be

Y ug}lbu}ng&ggggvgg}l_ugagure of our happiness amy be meted out. I
expressiod, for to me the change has ever proved one of hapj.iness

and I believe the same is true of your own teelings; is it not?
Tlhaiu Juy vhav-dda-dizxsumou.bava _baen onr lot vet

irave you not shared
lieve my dear, tnat none ever married more c¢losely allied by love
and genuine good teeling and cont'idetice than you and f. and that
Without you I should carée ©hi"118¢187WARE a8 Meu 1815 DOL BOY
: waen closed tiie War or wile: e wy havitations Now, I ¢an ses and

fegl bLay rme nal) iness shen with youe May oty prayers be heard
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and granted ftor a speedy closing out 0f the Rebellion, that all mav
enjoy the blessings or this great land. Today I am surrounded by
soldier iriends ana mwany of them your iriends, we have talked of
the day, and had the wine been on hahd would doubtless have drunk
to ths day with many happy anniversaries. With you have been home
iriends, perhpas others that were with you to live the day over and
talk much of Dani but you have ahother representative on the field
to take up much of your attention and much to tell him of the sold-
ier boy of a year since;, who oamine hame s¢ sitddenly to ciaim his
young bride: I mean yoyr son Frank, my representative .in the house:
of course he will nnderdtand but little but will doubtless get an
extra kiss in remeumbrancé 6f it ang if he is half as appreciative
as his father, he wil} censider this a hoon of great value and
would wish the recerrenee of the day often. Would that I were
thers to share the joya with you, but perhaps this is no time to
thus wish; let us but wait t131 the lowering clouds have passed and
the sunshine may prove all the brightéer for us.

: Today has proved decidedly Ap# Juitke; simshine and gshowers
alternating, while the spring birdﬁ are having happy times amongst
the opening forest foliage. %his efternoon Inspevtion and Muster
in considargble style, when the new #houlder straps, gy veritable
wedding ¢o64at and a pair of your white gloves were placed in requis~
ition! this over, little to do than eat; & short respite at haqrse
shoe pitghing; then the after supper talk and joke#, until now all -
have retired, leaving me sole monitor of the line; to talk end
think at leisure and live for a few hours in pleasant converse witn
my dear little wifs.

I haye yet ho indications of & move to 5ive you and patiently
ewait the arrival of the time to strike, with £Hll ceonfidenice in
those at the heltm ¢f &thte. But tell me, Hbw rally the brave youns
“soldiers to the tall 6f tHe @Gov. Yor 20,000 ¢ Do they leavéd the
stores, the deskl and vhe pidugh and with one aecord unité thelr
nands and hearts in ths ecadss ¢ I muoch fear they will not stir
with thet alaerity becoming the heross of Hoosler; and that the dee
lay may prove g barrier to the good lotked tor from the enterprics.
I tavor the enterprise, vhough I think 'twodld be wisér for the
Rovelnment to draft a like number, ior say tw6 years or during the
War., VYet even the hely they may ;1ve ue in the fU0 days may be
fréught witll mioh good to the cause. I bee with pain that your
Busvernit, 1 might almost with propriety say, yoar traitor sheet,
the Ledger, is opposed to the scheme ard is throwing mich oo6ld
water on it, but this is only on a par with all their astionas. I
would that & good loyal paper were established with yot, T think it
‘'wotlld bs nealthitl te your part of the State. :

I sce the 23rd and 53rd have perhape started Bouth ere thiis,
reaay artver seeing thely wives and sweechearts for another cam~
paisn. Will Oapvs. Baubitr and Olark agsin go on Gen'l. Gresham's
Stary or do tiey join their Gommanat
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I have tnus far forgotten to tell you of the receipt of your
letter or the 25th, with P. 8. of the 28th. It came to hand vesg-
terday, much to my delight; for I 4o love to hear from you: vyon
know that was always a weakness of mine, although I think that the
wrong name for it now. Received Matt's and Eliza's love and in
view of this being the amniversary, will return lots, as this
should be a day -of gratefulness and everlasting love.

8ha'n't give up the idea of having ¥Frank's picture; can't you
tie him by the thumbhs ¥ That is the way unruly soldiers are
treateds I shall forget him altqgehQar,[I mean how he looks, Jun-
less you do 80 8OOnN.

: Received Doc's ¥long letuer' = page and & quarter; shall give
it due attention in a few days. - :

Friends here all well. My love t¢ all at home; remembrances
to friends.

Ever yourfdevoted husband,

Dan. P. @riffin, :
iltll 6010 38th Ind, Vet v01-

4l



