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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Salem District Office

1717 Fabry Road S.E.
Salem, Oregon 97306

Dear Citizen:

Project Update is published to provide current information about projects planned on the Bureau of Land
Management’s Salem District lands. It is our intent to increase the public’s awareness of BLM issues, activities,
and opportunities. More importantly, we are seeking ideas and comments from those who may be affected

by our multiple-use management programs. Your ideas, comments, and participation help us make informed
decisions and implement better projects.

Project Update is organized by resource area and within each resource area by type of project. Additional
information can be obtained from the BLM staff listed as contacts.

Please send written comments, including the specific project name, to the appropriate address listed below
during the identified public comment period.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Bureau of Land Management Bureau of Land Management
Salem District Office Tillamook Resource Area
1717 Fabry Rd. SE 4610 Third St.
Salem, OR 97306 Tillamook, OR 97141
803?\1375—5646 803?\1815—1 100

PEN: 7:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. PEN: 7:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Monday - Friday Monday - Friday

Please contact us if you no longer wish to receive Project Update. You can also find a copy of Project Update at
your local public library.

Your comments and concerns are welcome and may influence the final decision on these projects. Thank you
for your continued interest!

Sincerely,

Denis Williamson
Salem District Manager
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Current projects are described in Tables 1 —4. FY 2005 timber sales are described in Table 5.

Explanatory comments concerning Tables 1-4:

Projects are organized by project type, project name/description, location, planning status, and contact person. A
project may include the following stages:

Developing Proposed Action -A site-specific proposal, called a Proposed Action, is developed to move the
existing condition of an area towards a desired condition or result.

Scoping -Public comment is sought on the Proposed Action. Comments are used to refine the proposal or to
identify issues which will define the scope of analysis and alternatives to be considered.

Developing Alternatives -A range of alternatives is developed based on the issues raised during scoping, while
addressing the purpose and need for the project.

Analyzing Effects - The effects of implementing the alternative(s) are determined and documented in an EIS
(Environmental Impact Statement), EA (Environmental Assessment), CX (Categorical Exclusion) or DNA
(Determination of NEPA Adequacy).

Comment Period - Comments are generally sought for 60 days on a draft EIS, and for 30 days on an EA and
FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact). There are no established comment periods for a CX or DNA.
Comment periods are established commensurate with the anticipated level of public interest.

Notice of Decisions - Notice of decisions from an EIS and EA will be published in “a newspaper of general
circulation in the area where the lands affected by the decision are located” and sent to those who have
requested such. Notices of decision from an EIS will also be published in the Federal Register. Notice for
projects which qualify as a CX or DNA will be available for public review at the appropriate Field Office.

Abbreviations Used in Tables:

AMA Adaptive Management Area

AMR Adaptive Management Reserve

APU  Activity Planning Unit

CCF Hundred Cubic Feet

CON Connectivity

CX  Currently planned documentation is a Categorical Exclusion

DNA Currently planned documentation is a Determination of NEPA Adequacy
EA  Currently planned documentation is an Environmental Assessment
ERFO Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads

GFMA General Forest Management Area

JITW Jobs-In-The-Woods

LUA Land Use Allocation

LSR Late Successional Reserve

MBF Thousand Board Feet

RR  Riparian Reserves

SBA  Small Business Administration

TBD To Be Determined
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ACEC Nomination Results

Last fall the public was given the opportunity to nominate potential [Areas of Critical Environmental Concern|
[ACECs) for consideration in the BLM’s Western Oregon Plan Revision process. ACECs are lands where

special management attention is needed to protect and prevent irreparable damage to important historic, cultural,
scenic values, fish and wildlife resources, or other natural systems or processes.

Nominations were received 81 new ACECs, including 23 in the Salem District. BLM staff have evaluated these
nominations and the existing ACECs in the planning area to determine which areas met the minimum criteria
for [‘relevance and importance’] for further consideration in the plan revisions.

After review by the six districts, ninety-one of the existing ACECs and thirty-three of the nominated ACECs
were recommended for further consideration. These 124 potential ACECs involve approximately 102,000 acres
or about four percent of the planning area.

What Happens Next?

All existing and potential ACECs which passed the evaluation for “relevance and importance” will be
considered in the development of each of the management plan alternatives. The special management needs
of each area will be compared with the prescribed management under each of the planning alternatives. It is
quite likely that some of the potential ACECs may surface as suitable for designation under one alternative and
designation will not be needed under another alternative.

For example, if a potential ACEC was nominated to provide special management attention for a unique
ecosystem, and that area occurs within a broader area that would receive the same kind of management under
one of the management alternatives, that ACEC would not be necessary. However, under another planning
alternative, special management attention may be necessary because the surrounding area would not receive the
same type of management.

Final designation of ACEC status will occur after the final Environmental Impact Statement is approved and a
formal Record of Decision for each revised Resource Management Plan is issued. This should occur in 2008.
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http://web.or.blm.gov/wopr/ACEC.htm
http://web.or.blm.gov/wopr/ACEC.htm
http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/wopr/files/ACEC_Nomination_Criteria.pdf
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