
About the National Science Foundation
Th e National Science Foundation (NSF) is an independent Federal agency created by the National Science 
Foundation Act of 1950, as amended (42 USC 1861-75). Th e Act states the purpose of the NSF is “to 
promote the progress of science; [and] to advance the national health, prosperity, and welfare by supporting 
research and education in all fi elds of science and engineering.”

NSF funds research and education in most fi elds of science and engineering.  It does this through grants and 
cooperative agreements to more than 2,000 colleges, universities, K-12 school systems, businesses, informal 
science organizations and other research organizations throughout the US. Th e Foundation accounts for 
about one-fourth of Federal support to academic institutions for basic research.

NSF receives approximately 40,000 proposals each year for research, education and training projects, of 
which approximately 11,000 are funded.  In addition, the Foundation receives several thousand applications 
for graduate and postdoctoral fellowships. Th e agency operates no laboratories itself but does support 
National Research Centers, user facilities, certain oceanographic vessels and Antarctic research stations. 
Th e Foundation also supports cooperative research between universities and industry, US participation in 
international scientifi c and engineering eff orts, and educational activities at every academic level.

Facilitation Awards for Scientists and Engineers with Disabilities provide funding for special assistance or 
equipment to enable persons with disabilities to work on NSF-supported projects. See Grant Proposal 
Guide Chapter II, Section D.2 for instructions regarding preparation of these types of proposals.

Th e National Science Foundation has Telephonic Device for the Deaf (TDD) and Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) capabilities that enable individuals with hearing impairments to communicate with the 
Foundation about NSF programs, employment or general information. TDD may be accessed at (703) 292-
5090 and (800) 281-8749, FIRS at (800) 877-8339.

Th e National Science Foundation Information Center may be reached at (703) 292-5111.

Th e National Science Foundation promotes and advances scientifi c progress in the United States by 
competitively awarding grants and cooperative agreements for research and education in the sciences, 
mathematics, and engineering.

To get the latest information about program deadlines, to download copies of NSF publications, and to 
access abstracts of awards, visit the NSF Website at http://www.nsf.gov
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