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April 1, 1948

Senator Claude Pepper
Office Bullding
Washington, D. C.

Dear Claude:

I have Just wired you to get the dates of the
National Heart Inatitute hearings. Understand
from the Natlonal Heart Committee in New York
that 3enator Smlth has promised hearings this
month.

I am very anxious that they be held as soon as
possible so that it can be voted on and appro-
priations gotten before it is too late to get any-
thing going thie year. I remember all the delays
we had in the past on the cancer legislation,

and I am sure everytuing will be more difficult
thls year on account of the politioal and

forelgn complications.

Florence and I are going to be at our ranch,

the Z Triangle ranch at Kirkland, Arizona, from
this 3aturday, the 3rd, until I leave the 12th to
go back to New York with Albert. Think Florence
will stay on, but she will be coming to Washington
for the ™Mational Health Assembly, I'm sure.

These are very trylng days for you, I know. Albert
told me that he saw a strong statement by you on the
Russian situatlon, which I am very happy that you
made as I feel that it will make people understand
your posltlon better. I do hope that Truman will
neet with Attlee and Stalin and try to come to

some real understanding if that is possible. In
any cage, 1t must be tried, as I think you pointed
out.
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I feel that the National Heart Institute
legislation can be one of the most important
that can be done for our country. Hore than
twice as many people dle each year due to
diseases of the heart than were kllled during
the four and one-half years of war. iany
hundreds of thousands of these deaths were
unnecessary or lives could have been prolonged
if more had been known through research about
treatment and diagnosis.

The same kind of work that the National Cancer
Institute is now doling must be done on an even
larger scale with the Heart Institute, but I
think the National Cancer Institute has started
& pattern 1n the last year that wlll be helpful.

Do write us at the ranch and tell us what is
golng on, and how you and Mildred both are.

Yours,

¥rs. Albert D. lasker



