
Research 
Summaries 

Weekly earnings in 1983: 
a look at more than 200 occupations 

Information on the weekly earnings of wage and salary 
workers by their demographic, social, and economic char- 
acteristics has been collected for the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics by the Bureau of the Census since 1967. These data 
are collected through the Current Population Survey. In 
1979, BLS expanded the data collection from an annual to 
a monthly basis and began publishing weekly earnings of 
workers and their families on a quarterly basis.' Weekly 
earnings by extensive occupational detail were first pub- 
lished in March 1982.* 

This report presents 1983 annual average weekly earnings 
of wage and salary workers (both men and women) who 
usually work full time (excluding the "incorporated self- 
employed") in more than 200 occupations, according to the 
classification system developed for the 1980 Census of Pop- 
~ l a t i o n . ~  Because this system is markedly different from the 
1970 census system, these data are not comparable to those 
available for 1979-82. This incomparability arises from 
four changes introduced in January 1983. First, there was 
an expansion in the number of occupations identified, in 
many cases resulting from the splitting of former groupings 
or cutting back of "not elsewhere classified" categories. 
Second, the major occupation groups have new titles rep- 
resenting conceptual as well as language changes. Third, 
many components in the former groups have been shifted 
among the new groupings. For example, cashiers formerly 
shown under the category "clerical and kindred workers" 
now appear under "sales occupations." Finally, many of 
the detailed categories, even those with identical titles, differ 
significantly in content. For instance, in the new system, 
economists account for only about 75 percent of those who 
would have been in this category under the 1970 classifi- 
cation. Of the remaining 25 percent, about half are now 
classified as management analysts and the other half as 
accountants and  auditor^.^ 

Earl F. Mellor is an economist in the Division of Employment and Un- 
employment Analysis, Office o f  Employment and Unemployment Statis- 
tics, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

A refinement in the method of calculating median earn- 
ings also affects the comparability of the 1983 numbers with 
those for earlier years. Previously, medians were calculated 
by using the linear interpolation of $50- to $100-wide in- 
tervals. The new, more accurate method uses $10 intervals. 
As in previous years, the data shown are limited to those 
occupations with at least 50,000 employed wage and salary 
workers who usually work full time. 

The U.S. Bureau of the Census classifies occupations at 
three levels of detail. The one-digit level is the least detailed, 
consisting of only the major occupational groups, such as 
the professional specialty of service worker groups. The 45 
two-digit occupations represent an intermediate level of de- 
tail-for example, engineers, and personal service work- 
e r ~ . ~  The three-digit classification is the most detailed. It 
includes such specific job titles as physicians, economists, 
and chemical engineers, all of which are in the broad, one- 
digit professional specialty group, and automobile mechan- 
ics and carpenters, which are in the precision production, 
craft, and repair group. 

Table 1 shows weekly earnings in some 220 nonoverlap- 
ping occupational groupings, mostly at the three-digit level. 
Obviously, the medians vary greatly among these occupa- 
tions. For example, wage and salary workers among four 
engineering specialties, as well as economists, lawyers, and 
operations and systems researchers and analysts had weekly 
medians of $600 or more in 1983-about twice the overall 
median of $309. By comparison, private household workers 
and those employed in food counter, fountain, and related 
occupations had medians below $150 a week. Male-female 
comparisons are shown for some 75 occupations. 

Within each of the occupations, there is likely to be a 
wide range of earnings among individual workers. This is 
because each occupational group-even at the three-digit 
level-still has many individual jobs for which data are not 
tallied separately. Included under physicians, for example, 
are nearly 100 individual specific job titles, ranging from 
interns to neurosurgeons. Hence, each occupation encom- 
passes specialties with differences in skill levels, market 
demand for the jobs, and other variables. Also, workers in 
each specialty may have different duties, responsibilities, 
workweeks, and job tenure. 

Caution must be used in interpreting these data because 
estimates are based on a sample, rather than the entire pop- 



Table 1 . Weekly earnlngs of wage and salary workers who usually work full tlme In occupatlons employing 50. 000 or more. 
by sex. ' 1983 averages 
[Numbers In thousands] 

Total. both sexes 
Occupatlon 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  Managerial and professional specialty . . . .  
Execut~ve. admmtrative. and managerla1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Officials and administrators. publ~c adm~n~strat~on . . . . . . . . .  
Administrators. protectwe services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Financial managers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Personnel and labor relat~ons managers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Purchasing managers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  Managers. marketmg. advertlsmg. and publ~c relat~ons 
Administrators. education and related fields . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Managers. med~c~ne and health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Managers. properties and real estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Management-related occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Accountants and auditors 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Underwriters and other financ~al officers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Management analysts 
. . . . . . . .  Personnel. trainmg. and labor relations spec~al~sts 

. . . . . .  Buyers. wholesale and retail trade. except larm products 

. . . . .  Inspectors and compliance onicers. except conslruct~on 

Prolessional specialty occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Engineers. architects. and surveyors . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Architects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Aerospace engmeers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chemical englneers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Civ~l englneers 
Electrical and electron~c engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Industrial engineers 
Mechan~cal engmeers . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mathematcal and computer scient~sts . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Computer systems analysts and sclent~sts 

. . . . . . . . .  Operations and systems researchers and analysts 
Natural scientists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chem~sts. except blochemists 
Biological and Me scient~sts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Health d~agnosing occupat~ons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Phys~cians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Health assessment and treatmg occupatlons 
Registered nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Pharmacists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Dieticians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Therapists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

lnhalat~on therapists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Teachers. college and un~versity 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Teachers. except college and univers~tj 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Prekindergarten and kindergarten teachers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Elementary schoolteachers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Secondary schoolteachers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Special education teachers 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Teachers. not elsewhere classifled 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Counselors. educat~onal and vocational 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Librarians. arch~vists. and curators 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Librar~ans 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Social scientists and urban planners 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Economists 
Psychologists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Soclal. recreation. and religious workers 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Social workers 

Clergy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Lawyers and judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lawyers 
Writers. artists. entertainers. and athletes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . .  Painters. sculptors. craR artists. and artist printmakers 

Photographers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Editors and reporters 

Public relations specialists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Technical. sales. and administrative support 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Technicians and related support 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Health technologists and technicians 
Clinical laboratory technologists and techncians . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Radiologic technicians 
Licensed practical nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Employed 

See footnotes at end of table 

Weekly 
earnlngs 

5309 

440 
456 
471 
509 
501 
502 
557 
559 
505 
482 
334 
407 
408 
445 
556 
407 
330 
423 

422 
600 
502 
603 
624 
625 
570 
608 
538 
600 
546 
526 
600 
508 
506 
405 
505 
504 
40 1 
402 
509 
292 
348 
308 
502 
365 
274 
356 
392 
349 
372 
407 
372 
383 
456 
600 
402 
31 8 
327 
308 
650 
622 
401 
399 
371 
333 
385 
445 

282 
357 
297 
326 
345 
279 

Men Women 

Employed Weekly 
earnlngs 

$252 

355 
340 
36 1 
. 
359 
. 
. 

367 
401 
435 
288 
333 
343 
349 
. 
339 
259 
. 

363 
486 
. 

500 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 

. 

448 
454 
. 

409 
. 

. 

407 
42 1 
399 
402 
. 

. 
329 
. 

403 
350 
273 
351 
358 
32 1 
324 
379 
357 
372 
381 
. 
. 
303 
308 
. 

575 
576 
31 3 
257 
. 
. 
322 
388 

248 
301 
287 
322 
31 7 
279 

R ~ t l o  
female1 

male 
earnlngs 

Umes 100 

66.5 

69.9 
64.2 
70 8 
- 
62.7 
- 
- 
59.8 
69.5 
- 
70.9 
66.6 
70.4 
65.2 
- 
66.1 
64.0 
- 

71.9 
80.7 
- 

82.8 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
74.4 
78.0 
- 

76.0 
- 
- 

79.0 
82.9 
93.0 
99.8 
- 
- 
- 
- 
79.3 
86.2 
- 
86.9 
88.2 
- 
79.4 
78.6 
- 
- 
69.1 
- 
- 
86.1 
77.4 
- 
85.8 
87.8 
72.0 
51.3 
- 
- 
78.9 
74.0 

62.8 
71.2 
83.2 
86.8 
- 
- 

Pemenl 
female 
vo&m 
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Table 1 . Continued-Weekl earnings of wage and salary workers who usually work full tlme In occupations employing 
50. 000 or more. by sex. 1981 averages 

Englneerlng and related technolog~sts and technmans 
Electrical and electron~c technlc~ans 
Draflmg occupatlons 

Sclence techn~c~ans 
Chemlcal technlclans 

Techntclans. except health englneerlng and science 
Computer programmers 
Legal assistants 

Sales occupat~ons 
Supervisors and proprietors 
Sales representat~ves fmance and busmess servlces 

Insurance sales 
Real estate sales 
Secur~tles and fmanc~al servlces sales 
Advertls~ng and related sales 
Sales occupatlons other busmess servlces 

Sales representattves commod~t~es except retall 

Salesworkers retall and personal servlces 
Salesworkers motor veh~cles and boats 
Salesworkers apparel 
Salesworkers lurn~ture and home furn~shmgs 
Salesworkers rad~o televlslon ht-11 appl~ances 
Salesworkers ha'dware and bulldmg suppl~es 
Salesworkers parts 
Sales counter clerks 
Cash~ers 
Street and door-to-door salesworkers 

Administrative support. lnclud~ng clerlcal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supervisors 

Supervisors. general offlce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supervisors. linanc~al records processing 

. . . . .  Supervisors. d~strlbutlon. schedulmg. and adlustmg clerks 
Computer equipment operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Computer operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Secretaries. stenographers and typists 

Secretaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Typists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Information clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Interviewers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Transportation t~cket and reservat~on agents 
Reception~sts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Records processtng occupations. except financial 
Order clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
File c l e r k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Records clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Financ~al records processtng 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bookkeepers. accounting, and auditing clerks 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Payroll and timekeeping clerks 
Billing clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cost and rate clerks 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Communications equipment operators 

Telephone operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mail and message distributing occupations 

Postal clerks. except mail carriers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mail carriers, postal servlce 

Mailclerks. except postal service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Messengers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  Mater~al recording, schedulmg. and dlstr~but~ng clerks 
Dispatchers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Production coord~nators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Traffic. shipping. and receiving clerks 
Stock and inventory clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Weiphers. measurers and checkers 
Expediters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Adjusters and ~nvest~gators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Insurance adjusters. examiners, and investigators 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Investigators and adjusters. except insurance 
Eligibility clerks. soc~al welfare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bill and account collectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Miscellaneous adm~nistrative support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
General office clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bank tellers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Data-entry keyers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Statistical c l e r k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Teacher aides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

See tootnotes at end of table 

Total. both sexes 

Emplopd 

779 
256 
250 
165 
74 
783 
385 
110 

6.313 
1.694 
1.121 
335 
229 
153 
99 
286 

1.153 

2.329 
189 
167 
70 
79 
123 
131 
68 
797 
64 

12.755 
656 
366 
100 
149 
523 
515 

3.859 
3. 155 
656 
766 
133 
87 
387 
604 
149 
203 
136 

1.675 
1 .  269 
166 
113 
81 
203 
195 
683 
227 
245 
135 
76 

1.391 
139 
178 
388 
457 
73 
88 
61 4 
189 
282 
56 
86 

1.734 
476 
367 
261 
79 
149 

We J I y  
earnlnps 

5399 
406 
369 
368 
403 
445 
472 
316 

305 
351 
402 
377 
387 
508 
356 
401 
421 

198 
345 
166 
259 
270 
253 
256 
184 
168 
259 

258 
371 
352 
389 
384 
285 
287 
250 
251 
238 
225 
231 
397 
208 
257 
307 
21 0 
276 
254 
252 
276 
250 
273 
282 
282 
405 
429 
428 
221 
207 
298 
303 
368 
273 
285 
251 
31 9 
292 
303 
296 
274 
277 
235 
245 
205 
242 
292 
173 

Men Women 

Emp lopd  Weekly 
earnlnps 

$297 
. 

. 

. 

. 
359 
406 
307 

204 
245 
305 
295 
307 
. 
. 
287 
320 

166 
. 
157 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
164 
. 

249 
320 
307 
341 
. 
261 
263 
250 
251 
237 
221 
227 
308 
207 
251 
299 
206 
263 
250 
249 
266 
246 
258 
280 
282 
353 
407 . 
207 . 
251 
257 
305 
222 
246 
. 
. 
258 
268 
256 . 
258 
227 
238 
204 
238 
287 
1 74 

Ratlo 
f 8 m ~ b I  

ma18 
earnlnps 

times 100 

Percent 
h a l e  
worlrm 



Table 1 . Contlnued-Weekl earnlngs of wage and salary workers who usually work full tlme in occupatlons employing 
50. OM) or more. by sex. ' 1981 averages 
[Numbers In thousands] 

Occupation 

Serv~ce occupat~ons . . . . . . .  
Pr~vate household . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Ch~ld care workers . . .  . . . . . . .  
Pr~vate household cleaners and s e i i n t i  ' . . . . 

Protect~w servlce 
Supervlsors protectlve service 

Supervlsors pollce and detectlves 
F~ref~ghtlng and flre prevention 

Flreflght~ng occupatlons 
Pol~ce and detect~ves 

Pollce and detectlves publlc servlce 
Sher~fls ba~ l~ f l s  and other law enforcement ofl~cers 
Correct~onal lnstltutlon oflcers 

Guards 
Guards and p o k e  except publ~c service 

Service occupattons except prtvate household and protectlve servlce 
Food preparatlon and servlce occupat~ons 

Supervlsors 
Bartenders 
Walters and waltresses 
Cooks. except short order 
Food counter. fountaln and related occupatlons 
K~tchen workers food preparatlon 
Walters and waltresses assistants 

Health servlce occupatlons 
Dental asststants 
Health a~des except nurslng 
Nursmg a~des orderlies and attendants 

Cleanmg and bu~ ld~ng  service occupatlons 
Supervlsors cleanlng and bulldlng servlce workers 
Ma~ds and housemen 
Jan~tors and cleaners 

Personal servlce occupatlons 
Ha~rdressers and cosmetologists 
Attendants amusement and recreation f ac~ l~ t~es  
Ch~ld care workers 

Precision product~on. craft. and repalr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mechanics and repa~rers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Superv~sors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  Mechancs and repairers. except supervlsors 

. . . . . . .  Veh~cle and mob~le equ~pment mechanics and repairers 
Automob~le mechan~cs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  Bus. truck. and stationary englne mechanlcs 
Aircraft englne mechanics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Automobile body and related repairers 
Heavy equipment mechanics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Industrial machinery repairers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Electrical and electronic equipment repairers 

. . . .  Electronic repairers. communlcallons. ~ndustr~al equlpment 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Data processing equipment repairers 

Telephone h e  installers and repairers . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Telephone lnstallers and repalrers 

. . . . . . . .  Heatlng. alr conditioning. and refr~geration mechanics 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Miscellaneous mechanlcs and repairers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Oflice machme repairers 
M~llwrtghts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Construct~on trades . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Superv~sors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Construct~on trades. except supervlsors 
Brickmasons and stonemasons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carpenters 
Drywall installers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Electr~c~ans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Electrtcal power installers and repalrers 

. . . . . . . . . .  Painters. construction and maintenance 
Plumbers. p~pefiners. and steamfitters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Roofers 
Structural metal workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Extract~ve occupat~ons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Drillers. oil wells . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Precision production occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supervisors 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Precision metalworking 

See footnotes at end of table . 

Total . both sexes 

Employed Weekly 
earnings 

$205 
111 
69 

135 

350 
500 
505 
402 
402 
379 
405 
353 
307 
231 
243 

194 
168 
246 
201 
157 
172 
142 
176 
162 

200 
208 
21 1 
191 
212 
27 1 
177 
220 
195 
200 
199 
158 

379 
376 
501 
366 
336 
300 
377 
462 
302 
407 
378 
442 
342 
450 
481 
489 
340 
362 
356 
408 

372 
483 
36 1 
402 
322 
401 
424 
441 
282 
404 
286 
51 3 

498 
409 

380 
426 
403 

Men 

Employed Weekly 
eamlngs 

$255 
. 
. 

. 

356 
501 
506 
402 
402 
392 
406 
356 
324 
242 
246 

216 
191 
302 
207 
210 
197 
. 
. 
158 

235 
. 
. 
231 
240 
312 
208 
236 
226 
. 

. 

. 

399 
378 
50 1 
368 
335 
300 
378 
464 
302 
408 
381 
449 
345 
454 
482 
497 
340 
366 
359 
408 

376 
484 
363 
402 
323 
401 
424 
441 
284 
404 
286 
514 

497 
408 

406 
455 
404 

Women 

Employed 

3.598 
267 
122 
118 

139 
5 
2 
2 
2 

62 
25 
11 
26 
69 
51 

3. 193 
1.181 

83 
82 

413 
344 
46 
44 
38 

1.055 
99 

180 
776 
550 

42 
247 
260 
407 
174 
22 
95 

784 
120 

18 
102 

9 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 

10 
49 

7 
10 
4 

23 
1 

33 
4 
1 

45 
3 

42 
0 

12 
1 
9 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 

4 
1 

614 
165 
42 

Weekly 
earnlngs 

$1 72 
109 
69 

135 

249 
. 
. 
. 
. 
298 
. 

. 

. 
201 
21 7 

175 
160 
208 
179 
152 
162 
. 

. 

. 

196 
207 
207 
186 
180 
. 
168 
188 
177 
184 
. 
155 

251 
340 
. 
326 
. 
. 
. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

243 
288 
. 

Ratlo 
female1 

male 
eamlngs 

tlmes 1M 

Percent 
Iemale 
w o h e n  
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rable 1 . Continued-Weekl earnlngs of wage and salary workers who usually work full t h e  In occupatlons employing 
i ~ .  000 or more. by sex. lsa! averages 
Numbers in thousands] 

Occupation 

Tool and die makers . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mach~n~sts . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Sheet metal workers . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Precis~on textile. apparel. and turn~sh~ngs machine workers . . .  
Precis~on workers. assorted mater~als . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Electrm and electron~c equipment assemblers . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Precis~on food production occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Butchers and rneatcuners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Precision Inspectors . testers. and related workers . . . . . . . .  
Inspectors. testers. and graders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Plant and system operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Power plant operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stationary englneers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  lperators. labricators. and laborers 
Machine operators. assemblers. and inspectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Machine operators and tenders except precision 
Metalworking and plastic workmg mach~ne operators . . . .  

Lathe and turnmg machlne operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Punch~ng and stamping press mach~ne operators . . . . . . . . . .  
Gr~nd~ng. abrading. buffing. and polishing machine operators . . 

Metal and plast~c processing machlne operators . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mouidcng and casting machme operators 

Woodworking machine operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Saw~ng machme operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Printing mach~ne operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Printlng machine operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Typesetters and compositors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Textile. apparel. and furnlshlngs machine operators . . . . . . . . . .  
Windmg and twlstlng machme operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Textile sewing machine operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shoe machine operators 
Pressing machine operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Laundering and drycleanlng machine operators . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mach~ne operators. assorted materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Packaging and filling machine operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
M~xlng and blending machine operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Separating. filtering. and clar~fyng machme operators . . . . . . .  
Pa~nting and paint spraying machine operators . . . . . . . . . . .  
Furnace. kiln. and oven operators. except food . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Slicmg and cuning machme operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Photographic process machme operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Fabr~cators. assemblers . and handworking occupations . . . . . . . . . .  
Welders and cuners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Assemblers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  Production ~nspectors . testers. samplers. and weighers 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Production inspectors. checkers. and examiners 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Production testers 
Graders and sorters. except agricultural . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Transportat~on and mater~al movlng occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Motor vehicle operators 

Truckdr~vers. heavy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Truckdrivers. light 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Drivers-salesworkers 
Busdr~vers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Taxicab drivers and chauffers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  Transportat~on occupations . except motor vehicles 
Ra~l transportatcon occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Locomotive operating occupat~ons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mater~al moving equipment operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Operat~ng engmeers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Crane and tower operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Excavatmg and loading machme operators 
Grader. dozer. and scraper operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Industrial truck and tractor equlpment operators 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Handlers. equipment cleaners. helpers. and laborers 
Helpers. construction and extractive occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Helpers. construction trades . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Construction laborers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Production helpers 
Freight. stock. and material handlers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Garbage collectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Stock handlers and baggers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Machine feeders and oftbearers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Garage and service station related occupations . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Vehicle washers and equipment cleaners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Total. both sexes 

Weekly 
earnlnps 

5433 
387 
403 
229 
246 
235 
309 
324 
251 
403 
404 
431 
499 
407 

2 76 
261 
250 
317 
306 
291 
305 
294 
286 
218 
232 
31 8 
326 
281 
179 
220 
166 
173 
196 
176 
284 
231 
309 
440 
282 
37 1 
265 
240 
286 
354 
263 
285 
285 
362 
226 
328 
309 
326 
254 
352 
323 
246 
504 
506 
503 
340 
363 
407 
344 
31 2 
306 
244 
209 
207 
272 
254 
241 
221 
203 
243 
168 
219 

Men 

Employed 

141 
429 
122 
54 

147 
57 

250 
194 
47 
98 
90 

238 
50 

118 

9.833 
4.138 
2.752 

409 
70 
77 

120 
127 
68 

106 
71 

303 
237 
21 

221 
22 
43 
20 
48 
40 

1.571 
124 
lo5 
60 

150 
99 

138 
32 

1. 020 
481 
462 
366 
29 1 
34 
35 

3.199 
2.130 
1.426 

293 
157 
131 
69 

190 
141 
58 

879 
140 
90 
70 
95 

336 
2.496 

137 
124 
494 
45 

759 
57 

282 
49 

172 
lo8 

Weekly 
aarnlnps 

5438 
399 
403 
283 
288 
259 
337 
351 
. 

440 
443 
434 
501 
407 

307 
323 
312 
328 
308 
336 
308 
31 1 
316 
223 
238 
357 
350 . 
229 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
324 
272 
31 8 
439 
303 
384 
291 
. 
324 
35 7 
304 
386 
398 
. 
. 

339 
319 
328 
256 
356 
365 
252 
504 
506 
503 
344 
364 
407 
345 
313 
305 
249 
208 
207 
2 74 
. 

246 
221 
206 
. 
169 
218 

Women 

imployed Weekly 
mn lnp r  

Ratlo 
lemalel 

male 
earnlnps 
llmes 1W 

Percent 
Ismale 
r o t t e n  

See lootnotes at end of table 



Table 1. Continued-Weekl earnlngs of wage and salary workers who usually work full time In occupatlons employing 
50,000 or more, by sex,' l 9 d  averages 

Total, bolh sexes Men 
Ratlo 

Women fernale/ 

earnlnos tlmas 100 

Percent 
female 
wohars Weekly 

aarnings 

$212 
262 
200 
253 
192 
183 
179 
205 
277 
202 
252 
240 

Weekly 
earnings 

$233 
275 
202 
- 
198 
186 
182 
207 
286 
202 
255 
240 

Employad Employed Employad 

Hand packers and packagers 
Laborers, except construction 

Farm~ng forestry and f~sh~ng 
Farm operators and manager: 
Mher agr~cultural and related occupat~ons 

Farm occupatlons except manager~al 
Farmworkers 

Related agr~cultural occupat~ons 
S,perviors re atea agrlcL t.ra occ~pat ons 
Gro~ndsreeoers ana aaraeners exceot farm 

Forestry and logg~ng ociupat~ons 
T~mber cunlng and logg~ng occupatlons 

'Excludes any earnlngs from self-employment NOTE. Dashes ind~cate med~an. percent, or ratio now shown where bas 
50.000 

less than 
2Data for 'Total' reler to all lull-t'me workers, ~nclud~ng those tn occupatlons not shown 

ulation. For example. median weekly earnings for the 51,000 range from $257 to $159. For all workers, the range also 
women employed in the "managers, medicine and health" was $2. For information on calculating the standard error 
category was $435; at the 90-percent confidence interval and other limitations of the data, see Technical Description 
(1.6 standard errors), the median could range from $396 to of the Quarterlj Data on Weekly Earnings from the Current 
$474. At the other extreme, the $258 median for the 12.7 Population Survey, Bulletin 2 1 13 (Bureau of Labor Statis- 
million workers in administrative support occupations could tics, 1982). 0 

' The information appears in  the series o f  press releases entitled. "Earn- 
ings o f  Workers and Their Families." and in Employment and Earn in~s .  
For information on the nationwide sample survey irom which these earnlngs 
data were obtained, see Earl F .  Mellor. Technical Description ofthe Quar- 
ter!\ Dara on Weekly Earninpfrom !he Current Population Survey. Bul- 
letin 21 13 (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1982). 

'Data for 1981 appear i n  " 1981 Weekly Earnings of Men and Women 
Compared in  100 Occupations" (News Release. Mar. 7, 1982) and in  
Nancy F. Rytina. "Earnings of men and women: a look at specific oc- 
cupations." Monrhl) Labor Review. April 1982. pp. 25-31. For 1982 
data, see Earl F. Mellor. "Investigating the differences in  weekly earnings 
of women and men." Month/\ Labor Revien,. June 1984. pp. 17-28. 

'This system evolved from the Standard Occupational Classification 
System. which was adopted in  1977 and revised in 1980. See Standard 
Occuparional Classification Manual (U.S. Department of Commerce, Of- 
fice of Federal Statistical Policy and Standards, 1980). 

4See Gloria Peterson Green and others, "Revisions i n  the Current Pop- 
ulation Survey Beginning in  January 1983," Employmen! and Earnings. 
February 1983. pp. 7-15. 

For additional information. see Census ofPopularion: 1980. Classified 
Index oflndusrries and Occuparions, Report P H C ~ O - ~ 4 .  final ed. (U.S. 
Bureau o f  the Census, 1983). 




